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National N eighborhood Coalition (NNC)Video Presentation
by First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton

I want to thank the National Neighborhood Coalition for honoring me along with
Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur. I'm delighted to be in such company and admire the
dedication, commitment and leadership Marcy has shown on policies that support
neighborhood-based self-help strategies.

(Suggest a personal here story about why neighborhoods are important to the First Lady.)

The National Neighborhood Coalition’s (NNCs) work on federal public policy issites that
support low and moderate income neighborhoods is absolutely necessary in the pational policy
environment of Washington, DC. Unfortunately, the importance of neighborhood leadership,
resident participation and nonprofit capacity building can get lost in the politics and drama of
national issues. National leaders can lose sight of the importance of the NEIGHBORHOOD as
the basic building block for creating vital caring comununities and a better quality of life for all.
Neighborhoods are what makes America work, The National Neighborhood Coalition provides
a voice for neighborhoods on Capital Hill on issues that directly impact low and moderate
income families. The National Neighborhood Coalition helps illustrate the impact issues like the
Community Reinvestment Act, Community Development Block Grants, transportation policy,
the Affordable Housing Program, the John Heinz Neighborhood Development Program and
HOME legislation have on neighborhoods.

The 15% non-profit set-aside in the HOME legislation only begins to recognize the potential of
grass-roots neighborhood groups like Community Development Corporations (CDCs) to help
neighborhood residents and leaders help themselves, their neighbors and the country. Just as “It
takes a Village to Raise a Child” it also takes all of its children to sustain a village. Nonprofit
community development organizations serve as catalysts to build sustainable commuruties. In
the coming years, it will take strong neighborhoods and strong nonprofit organizations to create
and sustain the public/ private partnerships that have proven so effective in revitalizing low-
incomeneighborhoods.

Marcy understands the potential of neighborhood-based strategies from her personal
experience. Marcy has years of experience as a neighborhood planner in Toledo, OH; a city
grappling to deal with the loss of thousands of jobs in the automobile industry. She also served
as an Urban Advisor during the Carter administration and successfully maneuvered 17 housing
and neighborhood revitalization bills through Congress. Marcy sees her role as fostering
economic development and jobs for neighborhoods, which is a powerful message to carry to
colleagues on both sides of the isle. Marcy, I wish you continued success in your efforts.

Thank you again for honoring me today, but [ also want to help honor you and your coalition
members for their important work. I applaud the National Neighborhood Coalition’s efforts in
educating and informing national leadership on what it takes to build and sustain vital
neighborhoods. Your coalition of national organizations, legislative leaders and grass-roots
leadership provides a powerful message in Washington, one that must continue. Best of luck in
your continued success.
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The National
Neighborhood Coalition

Wuo WE ARE

Founded in 1979, NNC s an informa-
tional and educational clearinghouse on
nadonal public policies and federsl pro-
grams that affect inner-city neighbor
hoods and their low- and mlddle-income
residents. NNC focuses primarily on
place-based issues, such 8s low-income
housing, community-based development,
community reinvestmentbanldng, citizen
participation, crime prevention, and com-
munity organizing.

As a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) membership
association composed of over 80 national
and regional nonprofit organizations,
NNCfunctions (1) as s “coalition of coali-
tions,” bringing together local, regional,
and national non profit organizations that
work on neighborhood issues; and (2) as
a network of individuals who are nelgh-
borhood practitioners and advocates.

Wear WE Do
The National Neighborhood Coalition:

« sponsors regular two-hour Informa-
tion Forums in Washington, D.C,, to share
information and resources, and to hear
presentations by key administration offi-
cials and heads of major national non-
profit groups in a forum setting:

- tracks federal legislation on neigh-
borhood issues, meeting with Congres-
sional leaders and Administration offi-
cials—often at their request—lo express
the neighborhood viewpoint to the Con-
gress end the Execulive Branch;

+ publishes a nationally recognized
newsletter to assure that information ob-
tained at the Forums—including job open-
ings, new publications, and calendar list-
inge—is available to the NNC network
throughout the nation; and

+ serves as a central clearinghouse
and contact point in Washington, D.C., on
upcoming conferences and grant applica-
tion deadlines, new publications, and job
openings.

A ke aotivity of NNC {s outreach to the
Executive Branch and Congress. This be-
gan during the Bush Administration,
when NINC organized meetings with Ad-
ministration officials and included them
among the guest speakers at Inforroation
Forumasi. Since the election of President
Clinton, NNC's outreach program has in-
tensified and now focuses on providing
input, edvice, and information to White
House and Administration officials on
matters of concern to neighborhood prac-
titioners. In response to this outreach
prograrn, severa) high-level members of
the Clinton White House staff and Cabi-
net agencies have addressed Information
Forums:.. These !nclude:

+ Henry Cisneros, Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD);

- Bruee Reed, White House Deputy As-
sistant to the President for Domestic Policy;

+ Paul Dimond, member of the White
House INational Economic Council;

- Andrew Cuomo, HUD Assistant Sec-
retary for Community Planning and De-
velopment;

+ Marc Weiss, Special Assistant to
HUD Secretary Cisneros;

- Ell Segal, Chief Executive Officer of
the Corjporation for National and Commu-
nity Service;

« Donald Sykes, Director of the 11HS
Office of Commuunity Services; and

- Fred Garcia, Deputy Director for
Demand Reduction in the White House
Office of National Drug Control Policy.

The NNC outreach progran has put the
issues of concern to neighborhood advo-
cates before the highest levels of govern-
ment. Ass never before. the voice of NNC
is heard itn Washington. By joining, you
can be beard, too.

What NNC Membership
Means for You

By bevoming a member of NNC,
Jyou and your organisation:

- support & national voice for
neighborhoods in Washington, D.C.;

+ stay informed on issues of vital
importance to the survival of the
nation’s communitieg, such as afford-
able housing and orime prevention;

+ gain access to one of the most far
reaching and diverse neiworks of
neighborhood and community devel-
opment activisls in the United States;

+ learn about both new and estab-
lished federal community revitaliza
tion programns;

- become involved in efforts to re-
slore one of the nation’'s greatest as-
sets—stable and safe neighborhoods;

- make a significant contribution
to providing housing for low- and
moderate-income residents;

+ help fight redlining by getiing fi-
nanoial fnstitutions to reinvest in in-
nercity neighborhoods; and

« receilve the NNC Information
Report.

If you care about neighborhoods

and the people who live In them,
NNC is for you.

JOIN US TODAY!
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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the National Neighborhood Coalition (NNC) is to promote socially and
economically healthy and vibrant neighborhoods. We serve as the “national voice for neighborhoods™
in Washington, DC and promote a neighborhood focus at all levels of government and throughout
American sodety. The NNC is a nonprofit membership organization that advocates for policies and
programs that foster effective partnerships between nonprofit neighborhood groups, private sector
institutions, and government agencies.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

(1) To maintain and strengthen a coalition of national and regional nonprofit organizations and a
network of individual practitioners and advocates that work with neighborhood groups by:

A. Organizing ten regularly-scheduled information forums that are open to member
organizations, the media, and other interested parties;
B. Publishing a newsletter ten times a year;
C. Serving as an educational clearinghouse to share information on national policies and
federal and state programs that affect low- and moderate-income communities and nonprofit
neighborhood groups;
D. Convening member organizations to conduct joint action on public policy initiatives that
support neighborhood-based initiatives.

(2) To support policy initiatives that strengthen the role of neighborhood-based nonprofits as problem
solvers and comumunity builders by:

A. Advocating on behalf of a distinctly neighborhood perspective on issues such as housing,
community-based economic development, comrmunity reinvestment banking, job training, service
delivery, transportation, and crime prevention as determined annually by the NNC Board of
Directors;
B. Promoting citizen participation, nonprofit capacity building, income targeting, and nonprofit
set-asides in the development of federal, state, and local policies for effective neighborhood
improvement.
C. Educating the public about the effectiveness of neighborhood-based strategies.

(3) To increase the availability of resources for low- and moderate-income neighborhoods by:
A. Convening meetings with neighborhood representatives and elected officials and federal
agencies to demonstrate the effectiveness of neighborhood-based strategies.
B. Evaluating government programs and assisting neighborhood groups to better impact the
operations of those programs.

CASE STATEMENT

The National Neighborhood Coalition is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) membership organization made
up of national and regional nonprofit organizations, as well as corporations, foundations, and financial
institutions. We believe that by making neighborhoods work for residents, we make our communities
healthy and sustainable places for all to live.

Neighborhoods are both "people™ and “places.” The neighborhood agenda cuts across a wide
variety of issues from housing to child care, from job training to health care, and from economic
development to family services. The neighborhood agenda emphasizes a number of organizational
methods: community organizing, communrity-based development, citizen participation, and community-
based service delivery. The constituent interest organizations concerned with that agenda are
incredibly diverse: national networks of community-based organizations, cvil rights groups, housing
organizations, religious institutions, funders, technical assistance providers, family service advocates,
and intermediaries, as well as neighborhood residents. The National Neighborhood Coalition is
committed to working with its members to advance policies that will help these efforts to continue and
expand.

Approved by the NNC Board of Directors on November 30, 1995



