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VIDEO TAPING FOR INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL
ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR 25TH ANNIVERSARY

DATE: August 23, 1996
LOCATION: The White House
TIME:

FROM:

L Purpose

You have agreed to serve as honorary chair of the International Children’s Festival.
While you are not able to attend the Gala Dinner to be held September 14, 1996, this
video enables you to further associate yourself with children’s issues and this Festival
which furthers cultural exchange and intemnational understanding. Most importantly, the
video sends your personal thank you to the many volunteers, coordinators and sponsors
who have worked so hard to make this year’s event possible. Additionally, the video
expresses your thanks for having been named honorary chair.

II.  Backgrouand

The International Children’s Festival, held annually at Wolf Trap Farm Park for the
Performing Arts, will celebrate its 25th anniversary on September 14-15, 1996. The
festival will be held from 10:00 am to 4:30 pm each day. Helping the Festival celebrate
will be host Bob McGrath, “Bob” of Sesame Street, the 1996 graduates of the Ringling
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Clown College and student performing groups from
Argentina, Hawaii, South Africa, Sweden, Taiwan, R.O.C. and Uzbeldstan. The Festival
is produced by the Arts Council of Fairfax County, a private non-profit organization in
Northern Virginia, in cooperation with the Wolf Trap Foundation for the Performing Arts
and the National Park Service. Since 1988, the Festival has been ranked one of the “Top
Twenty Events in the Southeast” by the Southeast Tourism Society. Approximately
25,000-30,000 people attend the festival each year. Visitors watch the performances,
visit the Arts\Technology Pavilion to experience arts and computers. Over 11,000
Washington metropolitan area high-school students participate in an electronic field trip.

The first Gala Reception was held at Meridian House in 1981. In 1982, the Gala moved
to Wolf Trap. Due to a fire in 1983, the Gala took place at the Barns of Wolf Trap. From
1985-1988, the Gala was held at the Kennedy Center. In 1989, the Gala moved to its
current location at the McLean Hilton at Tysons Cormner, Virginia, where all the
performers were housed.
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Draft Remarks for ICF Video Message
International Children’s Festival 1996
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton

Good Evening. I regret I am unable to attend tonight’s 25th Anniversary Gala

Celebration. As Honorary Chair of the International Children’s Festival, I wanted to take
a moment to share how fortunate we all are to be part of such a special event for children.
This year’s Festival is testimony to the outstanding work and achievement of the Arts
Council of Fairfax County and their commitment to children around the world.

Over the past twenty-five years, the Festival has built an impressive history.
From the very beginning in 1971 when the Festival reported 7,000 attendees to this year’s
crowd of 30,000 visitors, the Festival has grown to attract not only increased attendance
but also the very best children’s performing groups in the world. The level of
professionalism and enthusiasm of these interational performers is immense. Twenty-
five years from now perhaps we will see these faces again as members of the Kirov
Ballet, the Martha Graham dance company or even enrolled in Ringling Brothers and
Barmnum & Bailey’s Clown College.

Of course, twenty-five years could not have been possible without the generous
support from the community and countless hours donated by all of the volunteers and
committee members. I commend you for your contribution to goals we share- furthering
cultural exchange and international understanding. In addition to the children’s groups,
each of you have given a tremendous perforrance!
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As you may know. the International Chiidren’s Festival is a pro bono client of \/fg
ours, and we were delighted to learn that Mrs. Clinton has agreed to serve as Honorary

A 3 . A o
Chair of this year's event.

r
Last year, Mrs. Gore graciously agreed to tape a welcome video for the guests m % :
who were in attendance at the dinner gala. Perhaps. Mrs. Clinton would entertain taping
a video as well. For your information, [ have enclosed a copy of the script we drafted and
Mrs. Gore used. I hope you find it useful. If there is anything I can assist you with on

this or any other project, please feel free to let me know. I can be reached on 202/530-
4501.

———

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

—~
[ \\(W

Dawn A. Alexander
Vice President

Enclosure



Remarks for International Children’s Festival Video Message
International Children’s Festival 1995
Mrs. Tipper Gore

Good Evening. | am sorry | am unable to attend tonight’s Gala Celebration. As
Honorary Chairperson of the International Children’s Festival, I wanted to take a moment
to share how fortunate we all are to be part of such a special event for children. Over the
past twenty-four years, the International Children’s Festival has witnessed many changes
in the nation’s capital. Even more impressive, is the progress the Festival itself has made.
Each year, the Festival has become more prominent and has earned the reputation and
respect needed to transforn itself from a weekend of family entertainment to a week full
of education for schoolchildren throughout the area. Some orher Washington institutions
should take notice! The International Studies Enrichment Program, which has been
integrated into the Fairfax County Public Schools this year, is an excellent opportunity
for area fifth graders to experience different cultures and communicate globally on the
Internet with pen pals abroad. As the mother of four children, I know first-hand how
important it is to teach young people about the interesting differences and the surprising
similarities of people throughout the world.

As you are able to see from tonight’s gala performances, the participating
children’s groups are highly enthusiastic and very entertaining. With a performance line-
up as interesting and diverse as this year’s Festival, it is no wonder Washington Parent
Magazine voted The International Children's Festival the “Number One Children’s Event
of the Year,” rivaling the White House Easter Egg Roll. In fact, the Festival is the only

one of its kind which brings together children’s groups from around the world.



Of course, achievements as promising as this could not be accomplished without
the hard work and patronage of all of you here tonight. A network of 1.200 volunteers
from corporations, schools, civic organizations and arts groups have donated their time
talents and energy to the Festival. This has been a wonderful community service! 1
would like to recognize everyone who has helped to make this festival such a great
success for more than two decades.

As a photographer, I am especially sorry I will not be able to attend the Festival
and capture all the smiling faces, colorful costumes. and unique performances on film.
For those of you at tonight’s gala who have not yet had a chance to attend the Festival,

gather your picnic baskets and cameras and take your children to Wolf Trap this

weekend.
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