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DRAFT REMARKS FOR HiLLARY CLINTON’S VIDEO FOR FINCA

To FINCA, its fricnds ar.c supporters:

I want o congratulate FINCA Internaticaa on wen years of providing much-needed small
loans to the poor. 1 would have liked W be present on the oceasion of FINCA '3 teuth
anniversary gala, butr unfornunately, previous conemitments demand my attentior: oa this
day. [ did, however, want to tell you how important T think vour work of bringinz credit
n thosa without opportunities is.

To truiy help the poor, both at hame znd abroad, we must heip thewm 10 raise their own
incomes. Thie is the vaois for any long-term soluticn to poverty. Most of us alse realize
that the poor are capable and hardworking: what they lack is not initiative, but
appertunity. FINCA has taken this idea to heart. And through its 2,500 village banks. it
has provided the poor with opporunity -~ the opportunity to star? small businesses, to
borrc:v small amouats of money {0 help those businesses grow, to prove tha: thay are
creditworthy, and. most imporarn:, the opportunity to improve their avwm lives. FINC A
engages ir economic development &t the grassroots level, where it can take root snd
grow. and producc amazing results.

1 saw those results fiest- hatd on my visit to the FINCA Viilage Bank “Muieres Unidas” --
Mothers United -- in Managua, Nicarazua. None of the women ] met was wealthy as a
result of her participation in viliage banking. But the stories that members told me
indicated that their lives had clearly improved. Village banking had enabled many of
thern 1o work -- 10 carry through the ideas they had for heiping to support their families.
It had helped their fledghng businzsses -- seiling tortillas, sewing clothing, bakiag bread -
- to areow 2nd thrive. Orten, the women began with no more mioney than the amount it
takes to buy goods in buik, such as cor meal. fabric, or flovr. But though small, these
lvans o' $50 to $300 had made a difference. They had allowec the woman to rroduce
rnore, to earn mere, and to save.

The Nicaraguaa village bank.ers were proud that their carnings had improved thc «cliaic
or their familiec proud that they had become preductive reembers of the community.
Thev had become a network of support tor one another, 100, giving their choc-n -
“Nothers United™ special meaniug. [ was touched to hear thar, after my visit, the village
bank voted to change its name to “Mothers United with Hillary ™ [ am proud -- as any
mot:er would be 9 be counted among thuse who ate working W make a belter wotld

for our children.

I know how hard manv of you must have worked over the past ten years to bring village
banking o the more than 60,C00 families in Africa. Asia end the Americas whom FINCA
serves. 1 am particulariy pleased to know that FINCA is taking ifs micthedelogy 1o the
former Soviet Union <ad to our own countrv. T urge you 1o continue bringing hepe.
opporturity, and economic vitality into forgotten neightorhicods of the world.
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I am so happy to congratulate FINCA International on a
decade of helping our world’s less advantaged men and women help
themselves. I only wish I could speak to you in person.

The basis for any long-term solution to poverty rests in a
community’s ability to help those living in poverty raise their
own incomes. Most of us realize that the poor are capable and
hardworking. What they lack is not initiative, but opportunity.
FINCA has taken this idea to heart. Through 2,500 local banks
here and around the world, FINCA has provided the disadvantaged
with opportunity -- the opportunity to borrow small amounts of
money, to start small businesses, to prove that they are
creditworthy, and most important, to improve their own lives and
the lives of their families and communities.

The modest loans you give have yielded amazing results. I
saw those results firsthand on my visit to the FINCA Village
Bank, "Mothers United" in Managua, Nicaragua. The women I met
there told me how modest loans of $50 to $300 had changed their
lives. One woman talked about a bakery business she had started;
another made mosquito netting; still another told me how her loan
enabled her to make a living as a seamstress.

The hard-working women were proud that their earnings had
made them even more productive members of their community. They
had become a network of support for one another, too, giving
their chosen name, "Mothers United," special meaning.

I know how hard many of you have worked over the past ten
years to bring village banking to more than 60,000 families in
Africa, Asia and the Americas. I am particularly pleased to know
that FINCA is taking its methodology to the former Soviet Union
and to our own country. I wish you only the best as you continue
to bring hope, opportunity and economic vitality to the forgotten
neighborhoods of the world.
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