FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
VIDEOTAPE REMARKS FOR
THE 1995 S8CHOLASTIC ART AND WRITING AWARDS CEREMONY
JUNE 17, 1995

To all of the recipients of 1995 Scholastic Art and Writing
Awards, their families and their teachers, congratulations and
welcome to our nation's capital. I am sorry not to be with you
today, but I share the excitement and pride you must feel on this
special occasion.

I am delighted that America's most promising young artists
and writers are being hosted at two of our nation's most
important cultural institutions ~ The Library of Congress and the
Corcoran Gallery of Art. I am also pleased to join in
congratulating the Alliance for Young Artists and Writers - its
Board of Directors and national sponsors, for their important
efforts to reward and promote a remarkable group of artists and
authors, who will no doubt contribute much to this country's
cultural heritage.

The level of talent and technical facility represented among
these young men and women would be difficult - if not impossible
- to duplicate anywhere else in the world. You are a microcosm
of America's diverse creative and cultural heritage.

Sadly, we live in a time when arts and humanities education
are being devalued. School budgets are being cut and the arts
and humanities are especially vulnerable. While we respect the
need for fiscal responsibility, we need to recognize that art
instruction and writing ability are central to a comprehensive
education.

What these young people are doing in their creative pursuits
is vital to the direction of our country. Through discipline and
verve, they have created new standards of excellence that will
help America maintain preeeminence in the arts and in culture
internationally.

This country has always valued imagination and creativity.
In fact, they are part of the legacy of the pioneers and
immigrants who founded our nation. Human imagination - your
imagination - is the fuel that will lead us into the next
millennium. That imagination and your creative spirits must be
allowed to guide us in our journey.

Thank you and congratulations to you all.
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We were so grateful to you last year for facilitating The First Lady’s pan1c1pat10n in
N AL national ceremony of The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. Mrs. Cli
I greeting in her cloquent video taped message was the highlight gfSur] 95
Sehwiise fee: awards cerrmony. The Corcoran Gallery of Art hosted the event wiChAgas attended hy
Melly Frmedrich 2,000 students from across the Unitcd States, their teachers, families, and friends.
The Aoron M. Pries Lamvory
Agey. Ing.
Sordo Senkerih burey The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards National Ceremony of 1996 will take place at the
abeAdaen Constitution Hall or Saturday, June 15 4rom 4:00 - 6:30 p.m. Once again, we would be
Rictoro 4. rodes honored to have The First LadY's pusticipation in this special event, and we would like to

AFecd Porvven Inc.

invite Mrs. Clinton to be an honorary speaker at the ceremony.

Qwoler T Koy

Goljercar, Sachs & Co

eie (54 As last year, the cercmony for The Scholastic At & Writing Awards will be a wonderful

S5 tithe & Coston opportunity for the White House to suppori and recognize the outstanding artistic

gmoz-:m - accomplishments of Amcri‘ca’s youth. The First Ludy will be_stow the highest recognition

P on America’s most talented .and creative young peoplc. Sharing the stage with Mrs.

e Y ooy Clinton will be two distinguished speakers representing the fields of art and literature.

Hory V Orvadare:

Qued Craphacs For the students, who represent the mosaic of America's citizens, this is the first time

flofse ulars. many will have left their hometowns. The magnitude of this experience is exercplified by
the efforts made by some of the awardecs to attend the event. Service clubs, local

m:’ e businesses and other community organizations help students with trave} expenses so that
they may attend these events and receive -- in person — the recognition they have

B i carped. To be honored by The First Lady is more than any of these young people (or we)

Enecuimc Dvrecsen could hoped for. The White Housc’s support of such an eveat would provide crucial
visibility for the ants and arts education ip owr country.
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To remind you of our background, The Alliance is a not-for-profit organization that administers The
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, the lacgest and longest-running recognition programs for
secondary school students in this country, Our enry materials reach 12 million young people in
99% of American schools. The Awards are the only programs in the United States which encourage
and reward student development in art and writing throughout their entire secondary school
education (grades 7-12).

Annually, The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards screen 250,000 entries, and more than 50,000
students, from diverse cultural backgrounds, receive recognition in their local communities and
participate in exhibitions and public readings of their works. The strongest works of regional
awardees arc forwarded into the national program. Every year more than 1,000 pational recipients
are awarded more than $650,000 in scholarships, referrals to colleges and universities, and other
honors.

Some of our nation’s leading artistic and literary talents have been recognized, early in their
endeavors, through The Scholastic Ast & Writing Awards including: Joyce Carol Oates, Sylvia
Plath, Philip Pearistein, Richard Avedon, Robert Redford, Duane Michals, and Bernard Malamud.
Jurors for this year’s art and writing programs included: Philip Pearlstein, Emilio Cruz, Luisa
Chase, Peter Lowe, Tim Rollins, Mei-Ling Hom, Byron Kim, Janet Neipris, James Reston, Jr., R. L.
Stine, and Esmeralda Santiago.

I hope that the White House will Jook favorably on our request. The First Lady’s participation will
mean so much to all those involved with the Alliance and The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards and
most especially to all the students whose talents will be acknowledged by a national audiences
through The Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. If The First Lady’s schedule does not permit her
to attend this event, we would be pleased once again to have her video tape a message addressing
The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards winners of 1996.

Enclosed please find a schedule of the events we have planned for June 15, 1996. I thank you, in
advance, for your help.

Sincerely,

Susan Ebersole
Executive Director
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ALLIANCE FOR YOUNG ARTISTS & WRITERS, INC.

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards National Ceremony of 1996

The Scholastic At & Writing Awards National Exhibition of 1996
The Corcoran Gallery of Art, The Atrium
17th Street & Ncw York Avenue, NW
June 8-July 8, 1996

ist of activiti 5,1
b holastic Writin ecipi
The Library of Congress, Montpelier Room
101 Independcnce Avenue, S.E.
10:00-12:00 noon
1:00-3:00 p.m.

The \ itin eremon
Constitution Hall
18th & D Strects, NW
June 15, 1996
4:00-6:30 p.m.

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards Reception
The Corcoran Gallery of Art, The Atrium
17th Street & New York Avenue, NW
Jupe 15, 1996
6:30-8:30 p.m.

TOTRL P.83
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Dr. Dovid B. Losater
(Treasurer)
Arthur Andersen & Co.

Cynthia C. Harrison
(Secretory)

Penelope Muse Abernathy
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Richard A. Hodor
Allied Partners, Inc.

Chorles T. Harris i)
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Coreoran Gollery of Ant

Dr. Donald A. Parks
Delawore State University

Horty V. Quodracci
Quod Graphics

Howard J. Rothman
Rasenman & Colin

Stanley Strouss
Binney & Smith Inc.

Suson Ebersole
Executive Director

THE SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING AWARDS, FOUNDED 1923

Contact: Gabrielle Torello
212-343-6897

THE SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING AWARDS
HONORS CREATIVE STUDENTS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

The nation’s longest-running and largest student recognition programs of their
kind recognize 1000 winners and ten 85,000 scholarship students
in Washington, D.C.

New York, NY--May 21, 1996--One thousand young artists and writers from
schools throughout the nation will be honored for their achievements in the arts
in Washington, D.C. on Saturday, June 15, 1996. The Alliance for Young
Artists and Writers, Inc., a not-for-profit organization which administers The
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, is recognizing 1,000 winners from nearly
250,000 entries received from all 50 states during the past school year.

In addition, 10 high school seniors, five young artists and five writers, have been
selected to receive the program’s top honors for creating a portfolio of work
showing promise of making a significant contribution to the arts. These Portfolio
Award recipients will each be awarded a $5,000 scholarship towards their
secondary education. Their teachers will receive a Teacher’s Portfolio Award
and a $1,000 cash grant.

“We are creating a context for young people to consider creativity as a way of
life--becoming an artist, a designer, a writer or a communicator contributes to the
greater good of our culture,” states Susan Ebersole, Executive Director of The
Alliance for Young Artists and Writers, Inc. “This program is so important and
unique because it encourages the creativity of our secondary school students
during the formative years for their development of artistic and literary
expression.”

More than 2,000 students, parents and teachers will gather in Washington, D.C.
onJune 15 for a day of ceremonies honoring the winners’ creative achievements.
Among the events will be a reading by The Scholastic Writing Awardees of their
own work at The Library of Congress. The National Awards Ceremony will take
place at Constitution Hall, where each student in attendance will be recognized
by name. A reception will follow at The Corcoran Gallery of Art. The
Scholastic Art Awards National Exhibition of 1996, containing 225 works of
student art, will be on display at The Corcoran Gallery of Art from June 8

until July 8.
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BETA Fund Supports Alliance for Young Artists and Writers

he Bernstein Education

Center Through the Arts
(BETA) Fund is pleased to sup-
port the Alliance for Young
Artists & Writers, Inc. The
Alliance administers The
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards,
which were founded in 1923 and
have become the longest-running
and largest recognition program
for student creativity in the
nation. On June 17, 1995, more
than one thousand Awards recipi-
ents, ages 12-19 and from all fifty
states, were honored at The
Corcoran Gallerv of Art in
Washington, D.C. Ceremonies
began at The Library of Congress
with a reading by the Writing
Awards recipients and culminated
at the Corcoran where 1,600
Awards recipients, their families
and teachers, were greeted by a
videotaped message from First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, in
which she called the Awardees “a
microcosm of America’s diverse,
creative and cultural heritage.”

This year's national Awards

recipients were selected from a
pool of more than 250,000 art
and writing entries submitted in
twenty categories, including:
painting, photography, sculpture,
computer graphics, fiction, poetry
and playwriting. Judges for this
vear's program included such
esteemed artists and writers as
Philip Pearlstein (a former
Awards recipient), Spalding Gray,
Tama Janowirtz, Esmerelda
Santiago, James Reston, Jr., Fran

Leibowitz, and Emilio Cruz.

The Scholastic Awards pro-
gram reaches into 99% of
America’s public, private and
parochial schools, and the
Alliance distributes more than
$500,000 in cash awards scholar-
ships annually. Former winners
include: Joyce Carol Oates, Sylvia
Plath, Truman Capote, Bernard
Malamud, Richard Avedon,
Duane Michaels and Red Grooms.

With The Leonard Bernstein
Center for Education Through the
Arts and with underwriting from
the BETA Fund, the Alliance
sponsored and published a white
paper entitled “Celebration &
Crisis: What Artists and Writers
Are Saying About the Arts and
Creativity in American Schools,”
which was presented to The
President’s Committee on the Arts

and Humanities in June of this
year. Based on the observations
of 60 panelists who reviewed
30,000 student works of art and
writing considered for the nation-
alawards in the Scholastic Art &
Writing Awards program, the
white paper codifies what these
artists believe to be the issues for
arts educators and policy makers
to consider. The paper also offers
insight into what young people
are saying today, what art forms
they are choosing to investigate
and what resources they are
employing to deliver their mes-
sages. Two papers, one by Dr.
Maurice Berger, Senior Fellow,
The Vera List Center for Art and
Politics, New School for Social
Research, and one by Dr. Dennie
Palmer Wolf, Executive Director,
Performance Assessment

Student winners of The Scholastic Art & Wniting Awards.

o
=
z
Z
r
2

a
&
Z
2
=
B
<
3

Wilfredo Diaz, 18, and bis award win-
ning artwork.

Collaboratives for Education,
Harvard School of Education,
compose the report. Rita Dove,
Poet Laureate of the United States
(1993-95) contributed an elo-
quent introduction.

In keeping with the philosophy
of the BETA Fund, the Alliance
for Young Artists & Writers, Inc.
is dedicated to the belief that
recognition is an essential aspect
in the development of the visions
and voices of young artists and
writers. Providing programming
and resources, empowering arts
educators and students, and culti-
vating creativity are all central to
the Alliance’s mission. Together
their efforts build a context in
which young people can come to
understand that participation in
and support of the arts in their
lives serves to contribute to the
greater good of our communities
and to our nation’s future.

For more viformation. coniact
Susar Fhorsole, Executize Dizector,
Alicee for Young Arusts and
Writers, e, 355 Broadway.

New York, NY. 10012,

(2120 1436891, =



ON THE ARTS

OCTOBER 1995

Chairman’s Report

As this President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities (PCAH), appointed by President Clinton on September 21, 1994,
completes its first year of operation, | want fo report on severol activities. Over the last twelve months, the President’s Committee
hos met in plenary session five times while the several Working Groups we have organized fo enable the Committee members to
odvonce our objedtives hove met still more often. One group, for example, is researching the impartance of arts ond humonities
education for youth; another group is developing strategies for cultural tourism; while yet anather is exploring ways fo increase
private support for the arfs and the humonities.

We exped fo report on these and other inifiatives of our next meefing on October 18, 1995. The meeting will be held in
Washington, D.C. o the Nancy Honks Center in the Old Post Office.

The President’s Committee is studying possible new resources to finance the arts and the
humanities in the United States and is generoting information for policy makers on trends
in private funding. We ore moking use of our open meetings ond our publicotions o get
research ond ideosinto the public forum. Members of the Committee, the Executive
Director ond | hove addressed nearly 50 groups and conferences in the lost yeor. We hove
spoken on government policy for culturol life; the importance of heritage; the politicol
debote over the Notional Endowment for the Arts, the Notional Endowment for the
Humanities and the Institute of Museum Services; the prospects for increosed privote sector
support; and, of course, obout the President’s Committee, its purposes and projects.

With the agencies, we are developing o cultural tourism program for the October 1995
White House Conference on Travel ond Tourism and cooperating with them on recommen-
dations to the conference, which were released in a recent position poper on *Cultural
- Tourism in the United States.”

At the White House Conference, the PCAH will issue a report, Exploring America Through Its Culture, which, buttressed by
research, mokes the case for culturaltourism. The report is being prepored through the generasity of the American Express
Company in cooperotion with the Jopanese-American Nationol Museum. The report finds that culturol tourists ore mofivated by
history, heritage, popular culture and the arts. Such tourists are better educated, spend more, stay longer of their destinafions and
bring new revenues fo America’s unigue cultural oftractions.

The President’s Committee is now exploring ways fo measure the impod! of orts and humonities education on other oreos of
student ochievement. When the NEA recently released its report, Schools, Communities, and the Arts: A Research Compendium,
the GE Fund, the National Assembly of State Arts Agencies and PCAH agreed to disseminate highlights of these findings on the
effectiveness of orts education. The publicotion, intended for easy use by parents, teachers, administrators and policy makers, will
be ready in October.

The President’s Committee is also involved in another interagency partnership with the Food and Nutrition Service of the U.S.
Deportment of Agriculture involving young artists who will design the new posters for Food Stamp offices across the country. In
August, USDA selected six visual arts organizations to work with young people to provide powerful designs that communicote o
nutritional message: the Art Team in Los Angeles, Californio; the Albuguerque United Arfists, New Mexico; Young Artists, Young
Aspirations in New Orleans, Louisiana; Gallery 37 in Chicago, lllinois; Project ABLE in Poughkeepsie, New York; and the Culturol
Council of Jacksonville, Florida.

These ore just some of our many odtivities. You and | know, however, thot we are operotingin o climote of greot uncertainty.
While the House and Senote have passed the Interior Appropriotions bills, and significant cuts to NEA, NEH and IMS oppeor certain
there ore still many steps along the way before we know the dimensions of Federal support for culturol life in the United Stotes.
Whot is clear is thot these agencies and the President’s Committee will confinue to exert as much leadership os possible. By
keeping o notionol perspective on culturol heritage and development, by looking for creotive approaches and by convening and
convincing leaders 1o work together, we intend vigorously to moke the cose for sustaining the web of support for the humonities .
and for the arts from all sectors of American life: individual, corporate, foundation ond government.

(74f1/1&, V2

JOHN BRADEMAS

See Alliance article on 2nd page...
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PRESIDENT’S COMMITTEE

AND THE HUMANITIES

R 1996 REPGRT:

TO THE PRESIDERIT

P resident Clinton dit_gctc'_:"'d '
the President’s Committee
to prepar€-an in-depth report
examining the health of the
nation’s cultural sector and
suggesting ways to enhance
financial support for the
humanities and for the arts.

~With calls for privatization of

the Federal cultural agencies
still ringing in the nation’s
capital, the Comnuttec’s task
has taken on a new urgency.
The President, in his june
letter to Chairman john
Brademas, directed the
President’s Committee to
address the following goals:
“First, n articulatung the

~fundamental and intrinsic
“values of the arts and the
humanites, the report should

describe ‘the cultural sector’
and 1ts contributions to
American life — educational,
cconomic and social as well
as indicate how cultural
orgamzatons further under-
standing among diverse groups

in our society.

Second, because the mission
of the President’s Committee is
to stimulate more involvement

(continued on page i)




MEMBERS OF
THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON THE ARTSAND THE HUMANITIES

Hillary Rodham Clinton, Honorary Chair

Private members:

John Hrademas. Chanman
Pepgy Cooper Calrina, Vice Clyir
Cynthia Permin Schnenker, Vice Chaur
Terry Sciel, Vice Chane
Susan Darnes Gehl
Lerone Beaneu, It
Aadeleine Hamis Berman
Curt Bradbury

John H. Bryan

Hilano Candela

Annc Cox Chambers
Margaret Corbeu Daley
Evecett Fly

David P. Gardner

Harvey Golub

Richard S. Gurin

Irenc Y. Hirano

David Henry Hwang
William Ivey

Quincy Jones

Emily Malino

Robert Menschel

Rita Moreno

Jarosiav Pelikan
Anthony Podesta

Phyllis Rasen

Ann Sheffer

Raymond Smith

Iszac Stem

Dave Warmren

Shirley Wilhite

Harotd Williams

Federal Members:
lane Alexander
James H. Billington
Joseph D. Duffey
Dianc B. Frankel
Sheldon l{ackney

1. Michacl Heyman
Roger Johnson
Roger Kennedy
Earl A Powell H1
Richard W. Riley
Leslic Samuets
Timothy Wicth
Lawrence Wilker

Executive Director:
Ellen McCulloch-Lovell

THE PRESIDENT’'S COMMITTEE

Alliance for Young Artists and
Writers Present Report to

PCAH

t the June 27th, 1995, meeting of the

President’s Committee, the Alliance for
Young Artists and Writers, Inc., represented
by Alexander Bernstein, Susan Ebersole and
David O’Fallon, presented Celebration and
Crisis: What Artists and Whriters are Saying
about the Arts and Creativity in American
Schools, a report on writing and visual arts in
American classrooms. The report expressed
the following concerns: “If the limtations
of our nation’s art students are indicative of
broader problems in American social,
educational, and culeural life, it is crucial
that we not longer relegate one of our most
important resources for learning to the
backseat of education. To abandon our
young in this area is to lose sight of the

ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 526
Washington, DC 20506
(202) 682-5409

realine that is they who will advance and
protect our nation’s intellectual and culeural
legacy as we move into the twenty-first
century.” Despite these concemns, the
report also found much to commend in
students’ work. Celebration and Crisis
eloquently addresses the need to cultivate
the creative process in American schools.

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards,
administered by the Alliance, promotes arts in
education through its scholarships and referrals,
enabling students to further their education in
art and writing. Founded in 1923, 1t is the
longest-running and largest creative recogni-
tion program in the United States. For copies
of this report, and information about the
Alhance, call 212/343-6892.
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SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING AWARDS

Local artist speaks at awards dinner

" Westporter Alberta_Cifolelli
was guest speaker at the recent

Scholastic Art Awards dinner at
the University of Hartford. Ms.
Cifolelli, a_painter and profes-
sor of # was a recipient ol &

ational Scholastic Scholar-
ship. Other past winners in-
clude Robert Redford, James

Rosenquist, Andy Warho!l
Robert lnaiana. Richard

Anuszkiewicz, Red Grooms and

Fhiip Fearlsiemn.

—MSs. Cifolelli’s talk was titled
“Bei ist.” In addition to
the Connecticut award win-
ners, attendees included The
Connecticut Association of Art
Educators, University of Hart-
ford Art School faculty, Con-
necticut Association of Arts
administrators, Connecticut
Commission on the Arts and
representatives from Scholas-
tic Art Awards.

Ms. Cifolelli, who was intro-
duced by Dr. Humphrey Tonkin,
president of the University of
Hartford talked about what it
means to be an artist and what
it takes to meet the challenges.
Her remarks, which were di-
rezed at the voung award win-

«c lu emhark upon a

art werse pused an some
s exneniences. Ms Cr-
wdea what could be

< aoed as 2 'boys' school

with an enrollment of 400 bays
and 20 girls. She chose this over
the comprehensive high school
because the ‘Boys’ school of-
fered an art major with a re-
spected teacher. In her speech
she emphasized the importance
of trusting your own instincts
to get the education needed to
be an artist.

Ms. Cifolelli also stated
that the most essential thing
to understand is the process of
making art. “Understanding
the process: the discipline;

et = i 9

the courage that it takes to
make it; the self criticism; the
loneliness and the triumph of
success will bring integrity to
all youdo. Thisunderstanding
is necessary if you make art,
criticize it, sell it, curate it —
whateveryou find yourself do-
ing.”

Ms. Cifolelli has had more
than 40 one-woman exhibitions
and will show her work in an
invitational exhibition at Gal-
lery Brockton in Tokyo, Japan
in March.

ALBERTA CIFOLELLI in front of one of her oil on canvas works.

— Contributed photo
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SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING AWARDS

Bain Looks To Career In
International Relations

The following article about local
| Student Christina Bain was tvritten
| by Tom Grelish of The. Peabody

Citizen and is reprinted here with
his permission. '

Christina Bain isn't sure where
she'll hang her hat once she begins
her career in a few years. But Bain
does hope that her career path brings
her to foreign lands: that's because
the Bishop Fenwick senior hopes to
work in the area of international
relations.

“I definitely will be going into
international relations,” said Bain.
“Maybe I can become the ambassador
to France or work in the internation-
al business field. There are a lot of
opportunities in the field and I'm
really interested in it.”

Bain, who has never missed mak-
ing the honor roll at Fenwick, has

already been accepted at Boston
College and s awaiting word on her
early acceptance application to
Harvard, which is her top choice for
college. She has also applied to
Boston University, Columbia,
Cornell, Smith and Bamard.

Bain’s scholastic record at
Fenwick is impressive. She devoured
advanced placement history as a
junior and this year is taking
advanced placement courses in cal-
culus, French and English, as well as
hollors-level ¢lasses in physics and
govenslent. All this while being
exceptionally busy with extra-curric-
ular activities.

Bahl is on the state planning
board of the Hugh O'Brien Youth
Leadership Foundation, chairs
Fenwick’s Students 7or Acting
R_e_sggmi_b_lxc_hggl_e&_iigresident of
Fenwick's Amnesty International
chapter, participates in the drama
club, is a member of the school's cul-
tural committee, and participates in
me_nL_Lh:Jiammmﬁ_Qgnge_m

Magnolia.

And let’s not forget that Bain 1s a
honieroom rep at Fepwick, has won
the school's International Foreign
_Language Award, the Religious
Academic Award, the French 4
Award, and was a Boston Herald
Scholastic Award winner as a sopho- -
more. She also played tennis for a
season at Fenwick. =

And there's more, Bain has been a
member of Fenwick's math team for.
four years, is a member Aol' the
National Honor Society, works
part-time at Casa Da Moda in

Beverly, has worked as a guide for
the Manchester Historical Society,
was named winner.of the Smith
Book Award, and Bain is also an
accomplished artist, working mostly
with pencil and charcoal. Her art tal-
ent is so strong that Bain has won
awards at the Boston Globe art show.

“I like doing cultural type things
and 1 love history,” said Bain. “That's
why I'm involved with the
Manchester Historical Society. And |
enjoy working with Amnesty

International. I don't agree with al}
the organization's policies, but |
don't think someone should be pun-
ished for their political views.”

Maybe when she’s an ambassador.
Bain call do something to alter the
international political mood. She
certainly has the energy to do so and
her ability to learn and grasp infor-
mation speaks for itself,








































































