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ARKAHNSAS

ARTS CENTER

September 17, 1996

Mrs. Nancy Hernreich
The White House
Washington, D. C. /® 3

Sent Via Fax

Dear Nancy:

As you know so well, Hillary and the President are friends of Iris and the late B.
Gerald Cantor, a relationship which began at the Arts Center in December of 1992. Hillary
graciously attended our donor evening to meet Iris and to receive the Rodin sculpture, The
Head of the Young Balzac, which was given to the Arts Center in her and the President’s
honor by the Cantors.

It’s been a pretty fast dance for all of us ever since and so much has evolved! As
Townsend and I watched and listened to the President and the First Lady’s excellent video at
Mr. Cantor’s memorial service in New York yesterday, it was very clear to us why we were
there. We are deeply grateful for what the Clinton’s relationship with the Cantors has meant
to our institution. The Arkansas Arts Center would not be where we are today without this.

We are absolutely thrilled that the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Foundation has agreed to
a $1 million challenge gift which will be announced Qctober )4>at a gala luncheon in the

kefeller Gallery. The plans for a new 21,000 square foot oot wing of the Arts Center, pamed—
for Iris and B. Gerald Cantor. will be unveiled. This gift'is a s a direct result of the esteem in

Whrch-the—Presﬁem—anﬁ—FTrst—I:ady—are—he}d—by Mrs. Cantor and her late husband.

Members of the congressional delegation will be on hand, along with local and state
officials to honor Mrs. Cantor. In addition Winthrop Paul Rockefeller will present to her the

Rockefeller Award, named for his father and signifying extraordinary supporf of thec Arts
Center.

Townsend and I are keenly aware that the First Lady and President’s schedule is
overloaded with the re-election. However, Nancy, would it be possible for them to make a
two-lo-five minute video tape to honor Iris that would be the only vidcotaped message viewed
—  at the Qctober 14 luncheon” Let me know the feasibility of creating this, which would mean
so much to Iris and to The Arkansas Arts Center.

P.0. Box 2137
MacArthur Poark, 9th & Commerce
Little Rock. Arksnsos 72203
$01-372-4000
6501-375.80S83 Fax
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B. GERALD CANTOR

B. Gerald Cantor is founder and chairman of the board of Cantor Fitzgerald, an
international secunities firm. The company, itself and through subsidiaries, has offlces in New
York, Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Los Angeles, Tokyo and London. Cantor Fitzgerald
originated screen bond brokerage in the U.S., in December 1972, and, in March 1983, became
the first company to offer world-wide screen bond brokerage services in U.S. govemment
securities,

Born in 1916 in New York, Mr. Cantor studied law and finance at New York
University and entered the securities business in 1934. In 1945, after retuming from the army,
he began his own financial business, B. G. Cantor & Co. During that year, while visiting The
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, Mr. Cantor saw his first sculpture by Auguste
Rodin, Hand of God, He began his collection eighteen months later with the purchase of one
of Rodin's versions of Hand of God.

Since then, Mr. Cantor has assembled the world's largest and most comprehensive
private collection of works by Rodin -- approximately 730 large and small-scale sculphires,
plus prints, drawings, photographs and Rodin memorabilia. In addition, the collection includes
painting and sculpture by other artists of the Impressionist, Post-Impressionist and
Expressionist periods.

Mr. Cantor has also undertaken a program to share his art with the public. He has

donated more than 430 works by Rodin to over 70 institutions around the world. In addition,

-more-
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Mr. Cantor has endowed several galleries and sculpture gardens and underwritten numerous
exhibitions.

In New York Mr. and Mrs. Cantor have been actively involved with The Metropolitan
Muscum of Art since 1986. Through their significant contributions, the museum has
established the B. Gerald Cantor Sculpture Galleries, which opened in September, 1993; the
Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Exhibition Hall; the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Roof Garden; and the
Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Galleries for Nineteenth Century Sculpture and Decorative Arts. In
1990, the Cantors endowed a curatorship in the Department of European Sculpture and

Decorative Arts at the museum. In addition, the Metropolitan has been the recipient of 33

Rodin sculptures from The Cantor Collection including The Monyment to the Burghers of
Calais,

Mr. Cantor has also given generously to the Brooklyn Museum. In 1991, the Cantors
provided the museum with a challenge grant to support ongoing operational expenses during a
time of reduced aid from the City of New York. In addition, the Cantors donated 60 Rodin
sculptures and three drawings — which are installed in the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Gallery --
and established an endowment program to underwrite scholarly publications devoted to the
museum's collections and major special exhibitions. In 1989, the Cantors provided funds for
the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Auditorium which opened in April of 1991. Exhibitions at the
Brooklyn Muscum that have received support from the Cantors include "Arata Isozaki: Works
in Architecture”, which opened in December 1993; “Frederic Bazille: Prophet of
Impressionism,” which opened in November 1992; and "The Intimate Interiors of Edouard
Vuillard*, presented in the summer of 1990.

In Los Angeles, Mr, Cantor has donated 52 Radin sculptures and four drawings to the
Los Angeles County Museum of Art which established the B. Gerald Cantor Sculpture Garden
in 1974. The Cantors have since provided funding for the establishment of the Iris and B.
Gerald Cantor Plaza in 1986, the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Gallery in 1988 and the muscum's

-more-
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building campaign that same year. In 1990, Mr. Cantor also supported the museum's 25th
anniversary and its acquisition fund for 19th century sculpture. Mr. Cantor has also given the
Los Angeles County Muscum of Art more than 45 paintings and sculptures by 19th and 20th
century artists, including Beckmann, Kirchner and Sisley. In 1987, he contributed to the local
sponsorship of the exhibition "Treasures of the Holy Land.” Mr. and Mrs. Cantor have also
recently contributed to another important Los Angeles cultural resource, The Music Center.
Since 1969, Mr. Cantor has actively supported Stanford University. His donation of
185 Rodin sculptures, including such monumental works as The Thinker, The Gates of Hell,

Monumental Head of Balzac and Three Shades, has made Stanford the second largest
repository of works by Rodin in the world afier the Musee Rodin in Paris. He also established

the ongoing Rodin Research Fund at Stanford to cnable Ph.D. candidates specializing in Rodin
studies to conduct research and travel abroad. Known as "Cantor Fellows,” many of these
scholars are now on the staffs of major museums and the faculties of such institutions as the
Museum of Modem Art in New York, New York University, Hirshhorm Museum and
Sculpture Garden (Smithsonian Institution) in Washington, D.C., and the University of
Virginia. Over the years, Stanford has become a major world resource on Rodin; its Rodin
collection is augmented by the most complete Rodin library in existence outside Paris.
Following the Loma Prieta Earthquake in January 1994, the Cantors made a generous
contribution towards the reconstruction of the Stanford University Museum of Art.

At the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts, Mr. Cantor has made
donations toward the Pine Art Program and provided 10 Rodin sculptures and 25 sculptures by
19th and 20th century artists for the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Art Gallery.

Mr. Cantor has also given extensively to New York Hospital-Comell Medical Center.
The Cantors contributed to the hospital's capital campaign in February 1988, and created the
Inis and B. Gerald Cantor Ambulatory Surgery Center for out-patient care in 1987. In 1990,

-more-



they provided funds to the Rogosin Institute at New York Hospital to establish the Iris and B.
Gerald Cantor Laboratory for Inmunological Research in Diabetes. In addition, the Cantors
have generously supported Memorial Sloan-Kettering Hospital with the single largest
contribution for the new Breast Cancer Center in New York.

In 1988, together with his wife, Mr. Cantor pledged funds to create the Iris Cantor
Center for Breast Imaging at the University of California at Los Angeles Medical Center. The
Center, which also received a state-of-the-art ultrasound machine from the Cantors, offers
subsidized mammography screenings to women. In 1991, additional funding was provided to
the Medical Center to establish the Iris Cantor Chair in Breast Imaging. Mr. Cantor has also
contributed significant funds to establish the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Fellowship for original
research at the Discovery Fund for Eye Research in Los Angeles, and to the Iris and B. Gerald
Cantor Research Laboratory at the Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.

Mr. Cantor is an Officer of the Order of Arts and Letters, an honor conferred by the
French Ministry of Culture in 1984. In 1973, as a tribute to his dedication to Rodin
scholarship, the directors of the Musce Rodin in Paris prcscnted him with an original plaster of
the Hand of God. In 1980, the President of the Federal Republic of Brazil, Grand Master of
the Order of Rio Branco, presented Mr. Cantor with the honorary rank of “Officer of the
Order.” The Brooklyn Museum presented the Cantors with the Augustus Graham Medal in
honor of their exceptional support of the Museum in May 1989. In April 1992, the Cantors
were awarded the Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney award for patronage of the arts from the
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture. In September 1992, the Cantors received the
Hugo N. Dixon Award for Excellence in the Arts from the Dixon Gallery and Gardens in
Mcmphis, Tennesses. In 1993, he was named Marshall of the City of Beverly Hills. In
October 1993, the Cantors received an Encore Award for their arts patronage from the Arts

and Business Council. In March 1994, California Governor Pete Wilson presented the Cantors

-more-



with the California Governor's Award for Individual Patrons of the Arts.

Mr. Cantor has also received honorary doctorates of fine arts from Gonzaga University
and the Collcge of the Holy Cross, where he is 4 regent of the President’s Council. In 1986,
he was awarded an honorary degree by Long Island University, Brooklyn Campus. Mr.
Cantor is a Trustee Emeritus of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, an Honorary Life Trustee of
the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and @ member of the Business Committee for the

Arts,

Por Additional Information Please Contact:

Philippa Polskin

Arts & Communications Counselors
301 East 57th Stroect

New York, NY 10022

(212) 593-6488
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IRIS CANTOR

Iris Cantor is vice chairman of Cantor Fitzgerald and president of the Iris and B.
Gerald Cantor Foundation, which was established in 1978 to fund medical, educational and
cultural institutions and programs. Mrs. Cantor collaborates with her husband, B. Gerald
Cantur, in planning cxhibitions bascd on works from their extensive art collection, which
includes the world's most comprehensive private collection of Auguste Rodin sculptures, as
well as in acquiring new works and donating others to museums and universities around the
world.

Residents of Beverly Hills, Mr. and Mrs. Cantor are involved in a variety of cultural
and philanthropic activitics in New York and Los Angeles. In Los Angeles, Mrs. Cantor is a
trustee of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art where she and her husband have given 51
Rodin sculptures to the Museum and provided funding for the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor
Gallery and Plaza and the B. Gerald Cantor Sculpture Gardens. In addition to annual
contributions, they have provided funding for the Museum's building campaign in 1988, and
for its 25th anniversary in 1990.

In 1988, Mrs. Cantor and her husband contributed funding for the Iris Cantor Center
for Breast Imaging at the University of California at Los Angeles Medical Ceater, which offers
subsidized mammography screenings to women. In 1993, she created the Iris Cantor
Humanitarian Award to recognize individuals who have made important contributions in the
field of women's health. At a bencfit lunchoon which raised approximately $1/2 million for
the Iris Cantor Center for Breast Imaging, Hillary Rodham Clinton became the first recipient
of the Award.

-maore-
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON

VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR
BERNARD GERALD CANTOR MEMORIAL
SEPTEMBER 9, 1996

Like Hillary, I am sorry that I am not there with you in person to talk about Bernie
Kantor, a great man who made a great contribution to America . . . and who, with his
wonderful wife, Iris, meant so much to Hillary and me.

Bernie's life was incomparably rich and multi-faceted. A veteran of World War II
who served in the South Pacific, and a highly respected financier who helped bring Wall
Street brokerage firms into the digital age, Bernie was also a basketball lover who owned thy,
Kansas City Kings. Devoted to education, medicine, and philanthropy, Bernie was perhaps
best known for his life’s grand passion: the appreciation and collection of art.

Even before we met in person, Bernie’s generosity touched my life. Soon after I way
elected President, he made an enormous sacrifice -- he gave me his favorite Rodin
sculpture, The Thinker. It has sat alongside me at the White House since I took office, and
it has been a constant source of inspiration and enjoyment. I thanked Bernie when he gave it
to me, not just for myself, but for all Americans: His gift ensured that there would always
be at least one Thinker in the Oval Office.

More than an art collector, Bernie was a true connoisseur, a man whose spirit was
moved by great art. He understood that the power of art lies in its ability to reach real
people, to take them out of the everyday and move them, if only for a moment. So Bernie
and Iris did not hide their collection behind the walls of a private home -- they made sure
that these great works were seen by as many people as possible. Together, they donated
hundreds of Rodin sculptures and other works of art to museums and galleries throughout thy
world. And their commitment to medical research is iust further proof of their generosity
spirit.

The impact of such generosity on the lives of so many people cannot really be
measured . . . but it can be -- and is -- deeply appreciated. It is his legacy to all of us.
Because of it, he will live on for generations to come.
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MEMORANDUM i
To: Brenda {%GMA~ (:((12/£7+)

Fr: Hannah
Re: Arkansas Art Center Video

Here's the info you need:

-The event will be held regardless. They are just not sure
whether the gift(from Mrs. Cantor) will be a part of the
ceremony. (?22?)

-The contact is Charlotte Brown and her phone number is:
(501) 372-4000. (. 2 )

-She will call Pam as soon as she finds out whatever it is that
she needs to find out. (That should be Monday morning.)

-This "new development" is supposedly a positive and exciting
thing. So it's not that they want to cancel or diss Mrs. Cantor.
That's what Charlotte Brown told me, anyway.
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
VIDEOTAPED TRIBUTE TO B. GERALD CANTOR
SEPTEMBER 9, 1996

HRC: The President and I are very sorry we can’t be with you
today to celebrate the life of Bernie Cantor, a man who touched
the lives of so many of us =-- from artists to art lovers;
elementary school students to academics; medical researchers tc

the seriously ill.

Perhaps the only love greater than Bernie’s love for Rodin
was his love for Iris. The medical research centers, the
galleries, the hundreds of sculptures that grace art museums from
New York to Arkansas to California are not just remarkable
testaments of their commitment to the arts and medicine; they are
the lasting legacy of Bernie and Iris’ dynamic and loving
partnership.

I am personally very grateful to Bernie and Iris for their
sponsorship of an on-going, rotating exhibit of 20th Century
American Sculpture in the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden at the White
House. This is )ust one example of Bernie and Iris’ dedication
to bringing thz 3u, <£ art to as many people as possible. Since
the exhibit began in 1994, some three million visitors to the
White House -- which we always think of as the American people’s
house -- have marvelled at sculptures of all shapes and sizes,
from all corners of America.

Though we will miss Bernie Cantor greatly, his humanitarian
spirit will continue to heal the bodies and enrich the souls of
generations to come.

[Introduce the President]
#i##



