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I want to congratulate the Association of th 
City of New Ycrk on its 125th Anniversary. I wis 
with you in person. 

Tonight offers~~ welcOID.e opportunity to reco 
Association's long history of public service. It 

...:, thaj.,began w~th the Association's founding and has 
since. The Community Ou~reach Law Program represe 
your many achievements on behalf of those in need 
services. 

Community Outreach provides vital legal 
volunteers to thousands of poor children and 
and homeless, and immigrants-- Feople who do 
access to legal services and are confronting speci 
most of us never face. Tragically, poor children 
families too ofte...~ are viewed not as the objects o 
as the culprits for everything that goes wrong wi 
these particularly difficult times, they are even 
upon the pri~ate bar a.--id ~rograms like the Associa 
Community Outreach. 

At the heart of Community Outreach are over a 
dedicated volunteers who meet a wide variety of le 
~hey don't sit in their offices waiting for the cl· 
- they go to where Lhe clients are: a clinic in a 
shelter and another in transitional residences for 
and children, for example. I also know that the A 
volunteer lawyers provide assistance to the elder! 
citizen centers around New York City. 

When I heard about the Association's Comm.unit 
Project, I was reminded of my experiences wit h leg 
first as a law st~dent, next as the direct~r of al 
legal aid clinic ar.d finally as ~1esident'!4'.f the Le 
Corporation. When I was an instructor at the Unive 
Arkansas, the local bar association sponsored a wel 
cocKtail party for-law school faculty where I w 
to th.~ Daa.i. Q; fbe~cel)ory C011rt ,Judges as the 
professor who would teach criminal law and run the 
clir..ic. The .Judge said, "Well, r don't have use fo 
law professors or legal aid clinics.~ He proceeded 
the basis of ancient statutes, which predated the M 
that it is un-American, illegal, impractical, and i 
provide pro bona 1-:al ser/L -© 
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f~aae te te~.l ~Q£¥iees Coi;:poE,tionrdedicated pr 
from the private bar are essential to ensure that 
available to all of our citizens and especially 
need.(\Luckily, this Association and thousands of 
attorIT€ys who consider it part of their professio 
to serve those less fortunate, do not agree with 

This ethic of service has a purpose -- to pu 
hands of our p~ople. Because of Association Presi 
Robinson's focus on children and education, New Yo 

· children have been the single largest group of ben 
the Association's Comm.unity Outreach efforts. The 
places volunteer lawyers in classrooms to teach la · 
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curricula, trains students to conduct community pr 
variety of legal topics, provides mentors to h i gh 
and places them in surut1er law-related jobs. It al 
lawyers to mediate disputes between students in prt 
seek to end violence in our children's schools. 

In his farewell address ,/~92, your former ~fee · 
Conrad Harper summed up ~A~sociation's long hi or 
service as follows: "If our heart as an Associati i 
profession, our soul is in the pro bono wor k. WP. dg 
by the publ 1c good. ·1 E'ii-e'rv\71~~~::h--o-:f~rs--stlrotlrH~M-Je-~-t;h. 

Aad1tonight I thank you -
our legal system works for all 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPE REMARKS FOR 

125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF THE BAR 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

NEW YORK , NEW YORK 
SEPTEMBER 13 , 1995 

I want to congratulate the Association of the Bar of the 
City of New York on its 125th Anniversary . I wish I could be 
with you in person . 

Tonight offers a welcome opportunity to recognize the 
Association ' s long history of public service . It is a tradition 
thas began with the Association ' s founding and has continued ever 
since . The Community Outreach Law Program represents just one of 
your many achievements on behalf of those in need of legal 
services. 

Community Outreach provides vital legal assistance through 
volunteers to thousands of poor children and families, elderly 
and homeless, and immigrants . People who do not otherwise have 
access to legal services and are confronting special burdens that 
most of us never face. Tragically, poor children and their 
families too often are viewed not as the objects of concern but 
as the culprits for everything that goes wrong with society. In 
these particularly difficult times , they are even more dependent 
upon the private bar and programs like t he Association ' s 
Community Outreach. 

At the heart of Community Outreach are over a thousand 
dedicated volunteers who meet a wide variety of legal needs . And 
they don ' t sit in their offices waiting for the clients to come -
- they go to where the clients are : a clinic in a homeless 
shelter and another in transitional residences for homeless women 
and children, for example. I also know that the Association ' s 
volunteer lawyers provide assistance to the elderly in senior 
citizen centers around New York City . 

When I heard about the Association ' s Community Outreach 
Project, I was reminded of my experiences with legal services 
first as a law student, next as the director of a law school 
legal aid clinic and finally as President of the Legal Services 
Corporation. When I was an instructor at the University of 
Arkansas , the local bar association sponsored a welcoming 
cocktail party for the law school faculty where I was introduced 
to the Dean of the Chancellory Court Judges as the new lady law 
professor who would teach criminal law and run the legal aid 
clinic . The Judge said, "Well, I don ' t have use for either lady 
law professors or legal aid clinics ." He proceeded to argue on 
the basis of ancient statutes, which predated the Magna Carta, 
that it is un-Amer1can, illegal , impractical , and immoral to 
provide pro bono legal services. But with the cuts in federal 



funds to Legal Services Corporation, dedicated pro bono lawyers 
from the private bar are essential to ensure that justice is 
available to all of our citizens and especially those most in 
need . Luckily, this Association and thousands of private 
attorneys who consider it part of their professional obligation 
to serve those less fortunate, do not agree with that judge . 

This ethic of service has a purpose -- to put the law in the 
hands of our people . Because of Association President Barbara 
Robinson ' s focus on children and education, New York City school 
children have been the single largest group of beneficiaries of 
the Association ' s Community Outreach efforts . The Association 
places volunteer lawyers in classrooms to teach law-related 
curricula, trains students to conduct community programs on a 
variety of legal topics , provides mentors to high school students 
and places them in summer law- related jobs . It also trains 
lawyers to mediate disputes between students in programs which 
seek to end violence in our children ' s schools . 

In his farewell addreS$ in 1992 , your former president 
Conrad Harper summed up this Association ' s long history of publ ic 
service as follows: " If our heart as an Association is in the 
profession, our soul is in the pro bono work . We judge our worth 
by the public good . Every year each of us should work with 
someone who needs our help but cannot afford to pay with money 
for our skills. There is more than treasure enough in a ' thank 
you . , " 

And tonight I thank you - for all you do to make sure that 
our legal system works for all Americans ... and that justice 
prevails in all of our communities . 
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PROPOSED VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR FIRST LADY 
lilLLARY RODHAM CLINTON AT THE GALA 
CELEBRATING TIIE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAR OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
AT LINCOLN CENTER ON SEPTEMBER 13. 1995 

I want to congratulate the Association of the Bar of the City of New York on its 125th 
Anniversary. I am sorry that other commitments kept me from joining you in person. 

I am delighted to recognize with you tonight the Association's long history of public 
service. The Association's tradition of public service began at its beginning in 1870 and has 
continued ever since. It was not surprising to me then to learn that the focus of this 
celebration is the Association's Community Outreach Law Program. 

Community Outreach provides vital legal assistance through volunteers to thousands of 
poor children and families, elderly, homeless, immigrants and others in need. These are 
people who do not otherwise have access to legal services. Yet these are the people who are 
suffering special burdens and who face an eYen greater array of obstacles than most of us. 
Tragically , in today's political climate, poor children and their families are Yiewed not as the 
objects of concern but as the culprits for everything that goes wrong with society. In these 
particularly difficult times, they are even more dependant upon the private bar and programs 
like the Association's Community Outreach. 

At the heart of Community Outreach are over a thousand dedicated volunteers who 
meet a wide variety of legal needs. And they don't sit in their offices waiting for the clients 
to come -- they ,&o to where the clients are. For example, Community Outreach operates a 
clinic in a homeless shelter and in transitional residences for homeless women and children. 
Furthermore. the Association's volunteer lawyers provide assiStance to the elderly in senior 
citizen centers around New York City. 

When I heard about the Association's Community Outreach Project. I was reminded of 
my experiences with legal services first as a law student, next as the director of a law school 
legal aid clinic and finally as President of the Legal SeCYices Corporation. 1 When I was an 
instructor at the University of Arkansas, the local bar association sponsored a welcoming 
cocktail party for the law school faculty where I was introduced to the Dean of the 
Chancellory Court Judges as the new lady law professor who would teach criminal law and 
run the legal aid clinic.2 The Judge said, "Well, I don't have use for either lady law 

1 If Mrs. Clinton joins us in person, she may wish to acknowledge the presence of Alex 
Forger. President of the Legal Services Corporation. 

2 If Mrs. Clinton joins us in person she may want to acknowledge the other female 
leaders speaking at the Gala including Barbara Robinson, the first female president of 
the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, Roberta Ramo, the first female 
president of the ABA. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg, and Chief Judge Judith Kaye, the 
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professors or legal aid clinics." He proceeded to argue on the basis of ancient statutes, which 
predated the Magna Carta. that it is un-American. ille&al. impractical and immoral to provide 
pro bono legal services. But with the cuts in federal funds to Legal Services Corporation. the 
overwhelming need for dedicated pro bono·lawyers from the private bar is essential to ensure 
that justice is available to all of our citizens and especially those most in need. Luckily, this 
Association and thousands of private anomeys who consider it part of their professional 
obligation to serve those less fortunate do not agree with that judge. 

The Community Outreach Program facilitates that pro bono service. It trains 
volunteers and provides them with experienced lawyers to serve as mentors. Its broad range 
of projects recognizes the interests and availability of the volunteers. For example, 
Community Outreach volunteers act as guardians ad litem t¢ the elderly or infirm. provide 
representation in adoption proceedings, mediate child custody disputes and counsel women 
who are txying to pull themselves out of violent, abusive relationships. But the Association 
does not stop with basic legal representation. 

Community Outreach programs reach the broader community with educational services 
as well. The Association's volunteers conduct community forums on topics rangin& from 
consumer fraud to sex. discrimination. They also train nonlawyers who work with various 
populations to help their constituents identify problems, to help themselves or to learn where 
to go for help. As part of this effort, the Association recently trained teachers. guidance 
counselors, hospital workers, and staffs of community based organizations. In addition, in 
cooperation with the New York City Mayor's Office, the Association trained health care 
workers about domestic violence and the law. 

Because of Association President Barbara Robinson's focus on children and education. 
New York City school children have been the single largest group of beneficiaries of the 
Association's Community Outreach efforts. The Association places volunteer lawyers in 
classrooms to teach law-related curricula. trains students to conduct community programs on a 
variety of legal topics, provides mentors to hi&h school students and places them in summer 
law-related jobs. It also trains lawyers to mediate disputes between studE!'Jlts in programs 
which seek to end violence in our children's schools. 

In his farewell address in 1992, your former president Conrad Harper summed up this 
Association's long history of public service as follows: "If our heart as an Association is in 
the profession, our soul is in pro bono work. We judge our worth by the public good. Every 
year each of us should work with someone who needs our help but cannot afford to pay with 
money for our skills. There is more than treasure enough in a 'thank you.'" . 

first female chief judge of the Court of Appeals, New York's highest court. 
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