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NEWSDAY OP-ED
THE WAR ON AMERICA'S CHILDREN

F deds,

N Americans always have stood out for their compassion for
children. As a nation, we have understood that the best
investment in our future is the one we make in young people.
Today, however, that spirit of caring and concern has given way
to a veddwus disregard for the neediest and most vulnerable among

While millions of children are happy, healthy and
flourishing in America today, millions of others are in crisis.
Twenty-three percent of our children live in poverty and too many
go hungry every day. Young children increasingly are bearing
children of their own. Drugs, violence, and abuse claim the lives
of our young before they reach adulthood. EVen (Rue. . fvra Ml 02 (Len
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is tempting to dismiss these problems as a

every family in America feels the ripple

effect when children in our soc¢iety are deprived of basic¢c life

necessities. We feel it in higher health care costs, increased H*»«U,quia*.
crime, and a less productive workforce. We feel it in the

deterioration of our civil life -- the breakdown of family, a

weakening of social and civic institutions and, most tragically,

an erosion of values that for two centuries have defined us as a

people.

@Given the urgency of our social problems, we need a thorough
and honest debate about how society can best help children and
families. But that discussion is not taking place in Washington
today. There is no exchange of ideas. There is simply a mean-
spirited attack on nearly every government program designed to
help poor and disadvantaged children.

The President has described recent actions in Congress as "a
war on the children of our country." The war takes many £forms:
cuts in current funding, elimination of programs, and block
grants in the name of state flexibility. It is a war whose
devastation will be felt far beyond $40 billion in cuts for
children's programs over the next five years. Along with Big
Bird, school lunches, summer jobs, and aid for poor handicapped
children, our notion of what we stand for as a society is in
jeopardy.

Many of these short-sighted budget decisions are billed as
attempts to control spending and increase state flexibility. In
fact, eviscerating children's programs will not significantly
reduce the deficit. The only people who will benefit are families
earning more than $200,000 a year who will be eligible for & tke

'?Cjtéjéﬁspital gains tax cut.
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