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. Extending health care coVerage for millions of uninsured children. The President has
fought to make surc that£xtending health care coverage to millions of uninsured children
1s a top priority in any palanced budget deal. The President made sure that the Budget
Agreement included billion to provide meaningful health care coverage to uninsured
children. The President B support'&dallocaling revenue from tobacco tax to allocate
additional Federal support for children’s health.

. QOutlining principles to use to evaluate children’s health initiatives emerging from
the Budget Agreement. The President is committed to making sure that any investment
in children’s health care meets three principles: (1) that coverage is meaningful: from
checkups to surgery -- children should get the care they need to grow up strong and
healthy; (2) that coverage is targeted: through grant programs and Medicaid, this
investment should cover as many uninsured children as possible; and (3) that this
investment supplements not supplants coverage: this investment should cover children
who do not currently have insurance -- rather than replace public or private money that
already covers children.

CHAUEMG ST AKREAD

Making New Strides in Health Care, While Providing Americans With Adequate Protections

. Protecting Americans from discrimination by health based on their genetic
information. The great strides that scientists are making in their understanding of
genetic predispositions for diseases open the door for possible misuse. Specifically,
insurance companies may attempt to use this information to raise premiums or deny
coverage to Americans. Studies show that a leading reason many women are unwilling to
be tested for the genetic predisposition for breast cancer is because they fear that their
insurance will be dropped if they test positive. Last year, the President signed the
Kennedy-Kassebaum law, which prevents health plans from excluding an individual from
group coverage because of genetic information. This year the President is calling for
further legislation that extends these protections to consumers in the individual market.
prohibits raising premiums in individual and group markets because of genetic
information, and prevents health plans from disclosing any genetic information.

. Challenging the scientific community to find an AIDS vaccine in the next decade.
President Clinton challenged the nation to commit itself to the goal of developing an
AIDS vaccine within the next ten years. To help fulfill this commitment, the President is
bringing nations together to invest in this commitment (all of the nations at the G-8
agreed to increase their commitment), dedicating a research center for AIDS vaccine
research at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), and reaching out to scientists,
pharmaceutical companies, and patient advocates to maximize the involvement of both
the private and public sectors in the development of an AIDS vaccine. The President has
already taken steps to enhance the possibility of developing an AIDS vaccine by
increasing funding for NIH vaccine research and development over 33 percent in the last
two years.






























































































































