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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
JEWISH FAMILY AND LIFE!
Raising Moral (and Jewish) cChildren
I’'l1l always remember the wonder and rapt attention on my
daughter’s face years ago as my husband and I read children’s
versions of Bible stories to her at bedtime.

Stories told frqg our various religious traditions have the
potential to ignite not only our children’s imaginations but also
their innate capacities for faith.

With Chelsea, our bedtime rituals led to dozens of tough
questions about religion and the meaning of God. Like many
parents, we were stumped by such questions as "Does God care if I
squash a bug?" or "Does God ever make a mistake?"

Over the years, Bill and I have realized that children are
some of our best religious thinkers. They have a curiosity
spurred on by an innate spirituality that is much deeper than we
give them credit for.

As parents, we can provide our children with the tools to
develop and sustain their natural empathy and spiritual lives.
The rituals of religion - and faith - can give children a greater
understanding of who they are and the strength to weather the
challenges of growing up.

But once we’ve taught our children to be comfortable in
their skins, to respect God, themselves and their heritage, it’s
important to teach them to extend the same respect to people who
are different.

Religion is not just about one’s relationship with God, but






























