





















































THE INSTITUTE FOR {NTERCULTURAL STUDIES, INC.

SUITE 1 B
165 EAST 72ND STREET
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10021
(212) 737-101)
April 8, 1997

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
c/o Lissa Muscatine

2238 49th St. NW

Washington D.C. 20007

Dear Hillary,

The year 2001 will be the centenary of my mother’s birth on
December 16, 1901. I have been working with the Institute for
Intercultural Studies, a small foundation my mother founded, of
which I am now president, anticipating a variety of events
throughout the year. The purpose is not only to celebrate Margaret
Mead’'s life and work but to stimulate at grass roots level new
optimism and energy as we move on from the millenium.

I want to use the celebration to advance useful goals congruent
with my mother’s basic commitments. I plan to encourage various
organizations historically associated with Mead, or others with
like concerns, to design their own observances. The likely
spectrum includes new editions of works now out of print,
conferences, retrospectives of organizational achievements, K-12
programs. These things have very different kinds of lead time. To
facilitate this kind of decentralized and open-ended process, we
have decided to take as a key theme a commonly quoted statement
attributed to MM (Johnnetta Cole suggested using this quote while I
was at Spelman) :

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing
that ever has."”

Focusing on this slogan will allow a number of organizations to use
the centenary to pursue their goals, with the stress on grass roots
action and community building. Central to the plan is the need to
emphasize Mead’s range: anthropology, mental health, gender roles,
race relations, environmentalism, ecumenism...etc. etc. My own
view is that her interest in education and child development was
central and that her thinking on female roles focussed not on
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