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20TH STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.

Copyright 1995 Associated Press
AP Online

November 30, 1995; Thursday 15:21 Eastern Time
SECTION: International news
LENGTH: 280 words
HEADLINE: Text Of Irish Kids' Letters
BYLINE: The Associated Press

BODY:
Letters read by Belfast schoolchildren to President Clinton Thursday:

David Sterrett, 10, Protestant, from Springfield Primary School:

''My name is David Sterrett. I live in a mixed area with both Catholics and
Protestants. We play football and races together.

‘'I want to thank you for coming to Northern Ireland to help the peace
process. I think that peace is great because there is no shooting or bombing. It
means I can play in the park without worrying about getting shot.'’

Catherine Hamill, 9, catholic, from St. John's parish school:

''My name is Catherine Hamill. My daddy works as an assistant at Stewarts
warehouse. I live in Belfast. I love where I live.

''My first daddy died in the troubles. It was the saddest day of my life. I
still think of him. Now it is nice and peaceful. I like having peace and quiet
for a change, instead of people shooting and killing.

''My Christmas wish is that peace and love will last in Ireland forever.
Please have a safe journey back to America. I hope you enjoyed your visit to
Ireland. '’

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD~-DATE: November 30, 1995
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1ST STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.

Copyright 1995 Cable News Network, Inc.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
CNN

SHOW: NEWS 1:03 pm ET

November 30, 1995

Transcript # 38-1
TYPE: Package
SECTION: News; International
LENGTH: 493 words
HEADLINE: Clinton Aims to Keep 'Ship of Peace' on Steady Course
GUESTS: CATHERINE HAMILL;Pres. BILL CLINTON;
BYLINE: WOLF BLITZER

HIGHLIGHT:

President Clinton became the first U.S. head of state to visit Northern Ireland
when he spent several hours there today. He and the first lady passed
even-handedly between Catholics and Protestants there.

BODY:

BOBBIE BATTISTA, Anchor: We begin with the first visit by a U.S. president to
Northern Ireland. There are always critics at home and abroad, but America's
chief executives sometimes can serve as a stirring symbol, as Mr. Clinton did
today for some people in Belfast, people eager to secure a peace that has eluded
them for decades. Here's senior White House correspondent Wolf Blitzer.

WOLF BLITZER, Senior White House Correspondent: President Clinton came to the
Mackey [sp) Metal Plant in Northern Ireland to make a point that the nearly
l16-month ceasefire can be expanded into real peace. The point was movingly
underlined by two children, one Catholic, the other Protestant, who introduced
the president.

CATHERINE HAMILL: My first daddy died in the troubles. It was the saddest day
of my life. I still think of him. Now it is nice and peaceful. I like having
peace and quiet for a change instead of people shooting and killing. My
Christmas wish is that peace and love will last in Ireland forever.

WOLF BLITZER: Mr. Clinton made history here - the first U.S. president to visit
Northern Ireland. Joined by a large bipartisan congressional delegation, he
promised that the U.S. will help the peacemakers, and he rejected those who
opposed peace.

Pres. BILL CLINTON: They will never escape the dead end street of violence, but
you, the vast majority, Protestant and Catholic alike, must not allow the ship
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of peace to sink on the rocks of old habits and hard grudges.

WOLF BLITZER: His events were carefully planned to show he's not taking sides.
He and the first lady moved even-handedly between the largely Protestant and
Catholic communities. And Mr. Clinton did not steer clear of Gerry Adams, the
leader of Sinn Fein, the political arm of the Irish Republican Army. Many
believed that Mr. Clinton's decision to grant Adams a U.S. visitor's visa two
years ago got the peace initiative off the ground.

Pres. BILL CLINTON: And Gerry Adams, along with Loyalist leaders such as David
Irvine [sp) and Gary McMichael [sp), helped to silence the guns on the street
and to bring about the first peace in a generation.

WOLF BLITZER: On his drive into Belfast, the president stopped by a fruit shop
and bought some mandarins and apples, a seemingly routine photo opportunity, but
one that would have been potentially dangerous only 16 months ago. Decades of
hatred and tension of course remain, and peace is still a long way off, but
things are changing. Mr. Clinton, for example, is staying here at the Europa
Hotel, which was bombed 37 times during the bad old days. His point - that was
then, and this is now.

Wolf Blitzer, CNN, Belfast.
The preceding text has been professionally transcribed. However, although
the text has been checked against an audio track, in order to meet rigid

distribution and transmission deadlines, it may not have been proofread against
tape.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: November 30, 1995
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8TH STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.
Proprietary to the United Press International 1987
May 8, 1987, Friday, AM cycle
SECTION: International
LENGTH: 433 words
HEADLINE: Seventh member of family dies in sectarian violence
DATELINE: BELFAST, Northern Ireland

BODY :

The killing of a 17-year-old boy in sectarian violence has plunged a Roman
Catholic mother yet again into mourning -- she has lost seven relatives in 15
years, including two sons.

Suspected Protestant gunmen with automatic weapons burst into Joyce
McCartan's home in south-central Belfast late Thursday and in a blaze of gunfire
killed her youngest son, who was due to be married in September.

Gary McCartan, 17, was her second son to be killed and brought to seven the
number of her relatives killed in 15 years of violence in British-ruled Northern
Ireland -- a province torn by political and sectarian killings staged by rival
paramilitary groups.

''None of my family's involved in any paramilitaries,'' she said. '‘'He was a
good lad. I would like to ask those who did it: 'Why? Why kill a child of 172'"’

The McCartans live on Ormeau Road in a mostly Catholic area that in the 1970s
became notorious for random sectarian killings by Protestant gunmen, simply
because the victims followed a different religion.

''We suspect this was a sectarian killing,’'' a police source said. '‘'We have
no reason to believe that the young man had any paramilitary links.''

McCartan's older sister, Rosario, who witnessed the slaying, said a car
pulled up in front of the house and two men got out.

''I thought they were calling for one of my brothers,'' she said. ''Then one
reached into his coat and took out a large gun. It looked like a machine gun. He
just started shooting.''

McCartan, the 35th person killed so far this year in the province, was the
youngest of seven children in a family devastated by Northern Ireland's strife.

Between 1972 and 1974, three of his cousins and two uncles were shot to death.

In 1980, his brother was killed at the age of 16 when he was mistaken for a
gunman and shot by police while painting political graffiti on a wall.

In addition, his father was wounded in a Protestant bomb attack in 1974.
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Background

Women'’s Issues

Ireland is a traditional male-dominated society. Only in
recent years have women begun to make any real progress toward
achieving equality with men in terms of educational
opportunities, salaries and access to public office.
Participation by women at senior levels of public and private
sector decision making is still by far the exception rather
than the rule. ; s

The President of Ireland, Mary Robinson, is a talented
constitutional lawyer and articulate leader, but her powers are
largely ceremonial. Of 15 cabinet members in the Irish
government, two are women. Of 166 elected members of
Parliament 22 are women; of 60 elected or appointed senators, 8
are women. One political party leader is a woman. At the.
National Forum for Peace and Reconciliation, set up bv the

rish government to support the Northern Ireland peace process,
23 percent of the delegates (all of whom are Irom political
parties) are women. Of the nine national newspapers, there has
never been a woman editor, and only one woman holds the post of
chief executive in any of the national newspapers.

Ireland’s constitution states that "mothers shall not be
obliged by .economic necessity to engage in labour to the
neglect of the 'duties in the home." Gradually, however, from
1970 to 1991 the participation by married women in the labor.
force rose from 8 percent to 27 percent. About 34 percent of
Irish women of working age are in the labor force, and women
now make up about 23 percent of full-time employees. Many
married women are denied access to the unemployment register
with consequent denial of access to training programs. Ireland
had the highest rate of female unemployment in the European
Union in 1992. 1In 1995, the hgprly industrial wage for women

averaged 68 percent of men’s._ weekly pay. Legislation was
passead 1N~ 1992 allowing women 14 weeks of maternity leave and
the right to return to their jobs.

Abortion is illegal under the Irish constitution. In 1993,
4,300 women from the Republic of Ireland had abortions in
England (i.e., about 8 percent of all pregnancies were
terminated). In the first half of 1994, 2,419 had abortions in
England. If this trend persists, the total figure for 1994
will represent a 10 percent increase over the previous year.
The fertility rate of Irish women fell to 1.8 in 1994
(replacement rate is 2.1). The maternal death rate in Ireland
has fallen from 31 in 1970 to 2 in 1992, per 100,000 births.

Divorce is illegal under the Irish constitution, but a
referendum to remove this ban is scheduled to be held on
November 24, 1995. The Government is proposing that the terms
for divorce be written into the constitution to ease public
concerns that divorce not be too "easy." Under the proposed
constitutional amendment, a couple would have to be living
apart for at least four of the previous five years before they
could be granted a divorce.
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In 1995 the Irish government announced the first ever
research program to identify the reasons why Irish women
terminate pregnancies. Funding has been allocated to
counselling agencies for pregnancy counseling, post abortion
counselling and medical care.

Irish bilateral official development assistance (ODA)
includes a women’s health dimension that covers family planning
issues, but family planning is not a specific component of
Irish ODA. Ireland supports the U.N. Population Fund, but does
not ‘favor the use of multllateral population funding programs
to provide abortions.



Approximately 27 percent of Ireland’s population of 3.5
million is under the age of 15. The lack of-adequate child

care facilities is a major issue raised Dy women’s rights
"EﬁVEEEEEET__Eﬁe government is strongly committed to the welfare
aad—TIghts children, as demonstrated by its on-going
implementation of the 1991 Child Care Act. Government health
boards are required to identify and help children who are not
receiving adequate care and the police have the power to remove
a child to safety where there is an immediate and serious risk
to health or welfare. The Status of Children Act of 1987
abolished the concept of illegitimacy and provided for equal
rights for children in all legal proceedings.

In recent years, sexual abuse of children has received
increase media attention; the number of reported physical abuse
cases is also rising. Surveys suggest that 12 to 15 percent of
children in Ireland experience physical, sexual or emotional
abuse. In the wake of recent revelations that the Catholic
church did not inform authorities of several instances of
sexual child abuse by clergymen, the government is considering
making the reporting of any suspected child abuse mandatory.

Employment of children under 15 is generally prohibited,
but 14 year-olds are allowed to do light non-industrial work
during school holidays with written parental permission. Laws
also specify how many hours children of ages 14 through 17 may
work. Children are required to attend school until the age of
155}

According to UNICEF'’s State of the World’s Children (1995),
Ireland ranks 7th in under-five mortality rate (the U.S. ranks
23rd.) Ireland’s child immunization rates for DPT, polio and
measles runs a little under 70% for one year-old children (the
U.S. rate is approximately 80%.)
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Backaground

Ireland: Health Issues

Health care for Ireland’s 3.5 million people meets a
relatively high standard, but facilities and equipment are not
as modern as in wealthier EU countries or the U.S. The Irish
health care system is, for the most part, publicly funded and
provided, although there is a growing private sector. 1In 1994,
public health care expenditure amounted to 2.085 billion Irish
pounds (U.S. $3.128 billion), or almost 6 percent of GDP.
Private health expenditure was estimated at a further 660
million Irish pounds (U.S. $990 million), or about 2 percent of
GDP. In total, health care spending accounts for about 8
percent of Ireland’s GDP, which is broadly comparable to that
of other EU countries. However, because Ireland’s per capita
GDP is relatively low, the amount of money spent on health care
per person is considerably less than that of most EU member
states. According to 1991 OECD health data, Ireland’s per
capita health expenditure was only 29 percent of that spent by
the United States.

At the national level, the Department of Health sets the
budget for health services and plans the overall development of
services. But the actual provision of services is the
responsibility of eight regional health boards. There are 63
hospitals owned and funded by the health boards, and 24 private
hospitals that operate independently. There are also a number
of voluntary hospitals and agencies, which are an integral part
of the health care system. Voluntary hospitals, mainly run by
religious orders, report to the Department of Health and
receive their funding from it. The public hospitals have
approximately 12,000 beds; the average length of stay is 7 days.

In 1994, the government published a health strategy
("shaping a healthier future") which aims to improve the Irish
health care system by focussing more on the quality, rather
than the quantity, of services provided. The strategy also
puts a high degree of emphasis on preventive medicine. In
particular, it lays out a four-year action plan to address the
main contributors to premature mortality in Ireland, i.e.
smoking, alcohol abuse, and poor nutrition.

All Irish residents, regardless of nationality, have either
full (category 1) or limited (category 2) access to free public
health services. A means test is used to determine the type of
eligibility. People who are classified as category 1 are
issued a medical card by their regional health board. The
income levels for category 1 qualification are set fairly low.
This year, for example, a single person living alone must make
less than 85 Irish pounds (U.S. $126) per week in order to
qualify, while a married couple with three young children must
have a weekly income of ‘less than 166 Irish pounds (U.S.
$250). Approximately one-third of the population holds a
medical card, which entitles these people to use the complete
range of public health services free of charge.
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The remaining two-thirds of the population automatically
have "category 2" status, which entitles them to use public
health services subject to nominal charges. There is, for
example, a daily charge of 20 Irish pounds (U.S. $30) to stay
in a public hospital, with additional charges for a private or
semi-private room. People in "category 2" can also get money
back from the government if they must spend more than 90 Irish
pounds (U.S. $135) on prescription drugs in a quarter. Drugs
and medicines are completely free of charge for the treatment
of certain specified illnesses under the long-term illness
scheme.

Some public health services are provided completely free
of charge to everyone, even to those who do not qualify for a
medical card. For example; maternity and child care -- from
pregnancy up to 6 weeks after the.baby is born ---iswavailable
free of charge.to all women. In addition, treatment is
provided without charge to any child under 16 who is suffering
from mental retardation, mental illness, phenylketonuria,
cystic fibrosis, hemophilia, cerebral palsy or spina bifida
(which is known as the "celtic curse" because of its prevalence
in Ireland).

All persons over 16 with an income are required to pay a
contribution to the public health system, with the exception of
medical card holders and certain recipients of social welfare
benefits. Employers must pay the health contribution of any
employee who holds a medical card. The rate of contribution is
1.25 percent of income. For most Irish workers, the health
contribution is payable through automatic deductions from their
paychecks.

Approximately one-third of the population opts to take out
private insurance. Prior to 1994, a state company -- the
voluntary insurance board -- had a virtual monopoly on the
provision of such insurance. While this monopoly has now been
abolished, any insurance company operating in Ireland is
required to do so on a community rating basis, whereby
everybody in a scheme pays the same premium regardless of
risk.



Background

fian Ridhts in Traiand

Ireland is a parliamentary democracy with a constitution
that protects individual rights. The government, parliament,
and an independent judiciary traditionally respect and guard
these rights.

Human rights problems within Ireland arise primarily from
the use of "special courts" (non-jury three judge courts) set
up during the "Troubles" in neighboring Northern Ireland and
used to try terrorist (i.e., IRA) cases; prison overcrowding
and substandard prison facilities; occasional censorship of
films, books and periodicals; and a lack of explicit
anti-discrimination legislation, especially in relation to
people with disabilities and "travellers" (a nomadic Irish
people) . .

The Irish"Government is liberalizing constitutional
restrictions on -abortion and divorce through national
referenda. 1In 1992, voters approved constitutional amendments
prohibiting limitations on travel for or information on lawful
abortions in other countries. A referendum to remove the
constitutional ban on divorce (under certain conditions) is due
to be held on November 24, 1995.



Background

Ireland: Customs and Etiguette

Ireland is well known throughout the world as a country
that extends a warm and friendly "cead mile failte", a hundred
thousand welcomes to all its guests. It is a country that
greatly depends on the revenue of tourism, and spends a lot of
money on international marketing and promotion to maximize
foreign tourism.

The President, Taoiseach (pronounced TEE-shock) and
government ministers attach great importance to greeting
foreign visitors in a dignified but friendly manner. The
correct protocol will always be followed, but with ease and
charm, and guests will never feel uncomfortable. On the more
parochial level of local mayors, county managers etc., the
protocol tends to be informal, and sometimes in an exuberant
enthusiasm to be friendly it can et a little "over the top",
with back slapping. This is done with the greatest sincerity
and is never intended to be disrespectful.

The first few words of greeting by the President, Taoiseach
and government people are usually spoken in Gaelic, (Irish
language) but quickly change to English. Ireland is proud of
its literary history, and in speeches Irish writers and poets
are often quoted with great eloquence. Irish people love to
talk and most of the time they are very articulate. There is a
distinctive difference in accents. North, south, south-west,
west and east all have different accents, but all speak in
English.

Formal gifts presented to guests are usually given at the
beginning or end of a function and are on display, not gift

wrapped.
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Background

U.S. Embassy Dublin

The United States has had a consulate in Ireland since
1859. When Ireland gained its independence in 1922, the United
States was one of the first countries to recognize and
establish diplomatic relations with the new Irish Free State.
The current U.S. Ambassador, Jean Kennedy Smith, has been the
U.S. Envoy to Ireland since June 1993.

Located in Ballsbridge in south Dublin, the chancery is a
unique circular building designed to reflect architectural
patterns found in fifth century Celtic monuments. The building
was designed by American architect John Johansen in
consultation with Irish architect Michael Scott and was opened

in 1964.

The Embassy is a small sized mission and has 53 American
employees and 90 Foreign Service National (FSN) employees. The
Embassy’s State Department contingent is composed of three
sections: policy management, administration, and the consular
section which is located across the street from the chancery in
the Hume House office building. Also assigned to the Embassy
are representatives from the Department of Defense, the United
States Information Agency, the Foreign Commercial Service, and
the Foreign Agricultural Service. The mission also includes
the Immigration and Naturalization Service, which operates
preinspection facilities at both Dublin and Shannon airports to
pre-clear passengers traveling directly from Ireland to the
United States.

The Embassy downsized its staff by 11 positions in the last
fiscal year as a result of State Department budget cuts and a
reduced consular workload and plans to reduce its size again
this year.
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Ireland: The Environment

The Irish economy has traditionally been based on
agriculture and up until the 1960’s, the population lived
largely in rural areas. Since then, the natural environment
has been affected by policies to promote the establishment and
expansion of modern industry, by a major enlargement of urban
development and by more intensive agricultural production.
Despite increased pressures on the environment, late
industrialization and the predominance of clean modern industry
have helped to prevent or control major damage. Ireland’s
location off the west coast of Europe, with high annual
rainfall and prevailing southwest winds from the Atlantic,
contributes to the quality of the environment.

The country is largely free from air or water pollution.
The low population density over much of the country has further
helped to preserve the integrity of the landscape. The
protection of the environment is a major objective of the
government, not only for its intrinsic value, but as a crucial
economic factor. It is seen as particularly important in the
development of tourism, agriculture and food production, and in
the marketing abroad of quality products and services.

In some instances, Ireland’s membership in the European
Union has forced it to take environmental measures that it
might not otherwise have taken. For example, it was EU
regulations on sewage discharge that finally stopped the common
practice in many coastal cities of dumping untreated sewage
directly into the sea. EU financial assistance has also helped
to pay for many expensive environmental projects that Ireland
could not have afforded on its own.

The Department of the Environment is responsible for
establishing environmental standards and setting national
policy on environmental protection. Implementation is carried
out by the Environmental Protection Agency, an independent
semi-state body that was established in 1993. Based in County
Wexford, the agency is responsible for monitoring the quality
of the environment, promoting environmentally sound practices,
and licensing and regulating industrial processes that have
significant polluting potential.

In accordance with the 1992 Climate Change Convention,
Ireland has adopted a C02 abatement strategy to limit
greenhouse emissions. While the European Union as a whole is
committed to stabilizing C02 emissions at 1990 levels by the
year 2000, Ireland claims that it needs to increase its
emissions to accommodate high economic growth. Ireland’s own
goal for the year 2000 is to limit the increase in greenhouse
gas emissions (over the 1990 level) to 20 percent. 1In addition
to increased energy demand from economic expansion, Ireland
finds it difficult to reduce CO02 emissions because of its
already high use of natural gas, the absence of a nuclear
energy option, and a reliance on peat -- a carbon-intensive
fuel source -- for about 14 percent of its energy needs.



Background

Ireland: Energy Issues

Irish energy policy has three objectives: supply of fuels
at competitive prices; efficient energy consumption; and
maximizing energy production from indigenous resources.

Over the past 20 years, coal and indigenous natural gas
have taken a larger market share as the use of imported oil
declined. 1In 1993, oil accounted for 43% of all energy
consumed, coal for 20%, gas for 17%, peat for 12% and hydro and
other renewables for two percent. Ireland has no nuclear power
plants. The 12% of energy produced from peat is roughly
equivalent to that produced by nuclear sources in other EU
countries. Total Irish energy consumption in 1994 was 10.496
million tons of o0il equivalent (TOE).

Qil and Gas

Onshore o0il exploration in Ireland began in the early
1960s, and offshore exploration followed in 1970. Two gas
fields were discovered off the south coast, but no exploitable
0il has yet been discovered. Offshore exploration continues,
however, and there are geologically promising fields off
Ireland’s west coast.

Gas from the two offshore fields is now piped ashore and
extensive efforts to develop a national gas pipeline and
distribution system are underway. Bord Gais, a parastatal
established in 1976, is responsible for supplying gas to the
domestic market. As Irish gas fields will be depleted in the
next decade, a pipeline connecting the UK and Irish grids to
ensure continued gas supplies has just been completed.

o o

The Electricity Supply Board (ESB), a parastatal chartered
in 1927, is responsible for the generation and distribution of
electricity. ESB has about 1.35 million customers and relies
primarily on coal and gas (65%) for power generation. O0il,
peat, and hydro sources produce the balance of electricity
consumed.

Total electricity consumption in 1994 was 16,420 million
gigawatt hours.

Hydro and Other Renewables

Hydroelectric sources meet only 1 percent of the country’s
primary energy requirement. Though Ireland has only limited
hydro potential, the government hopes to increase hydro
facilities from 8 to 18 megawatts (MW). Wood is the second
largest single renewable energy resource in use. Ireland’s
first wind farm was established in 1993 and there is
significant exploitable potential in western Ireland. The
government hopes to raise wind generating capacity to 30 MW.
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The President’s [nteragency Council on Women

November 7, 1995

Follow up on U.S. Commitments Made
At the UN Fourth World Conference on Women
Beijing, September 4-15, 1995

The United States committed to action in the seven areas outlined
below. 1In addition, an eighth commitment to education has been
added since returning from Beijing. The Administration
contemplates further commitments during the coming months.

1. President’s Interagency Council on Women. The President has
established an Interagency Council chaired by Secretary of Health
and Human Services Donna Shalala. This intragovernmental body
is charged with coordinating the federal implementation of the
Platform for Action adopted at Beijing, including the U.S.
commitments announced at the Conference. The Council will also
develop related initiatives to further women’s progress and
engage in outreach and public education to support the successful
implementation of the Conference agreements. The Council will
hold monthly public meetings to discuss its work. For
information about meeting time and location, call (202) 663-3070.

POINT OF CONTACT: Theresa Loar, (202) 456-7350, President’s
Interagency Council on Women.

2. Working Women. The Women‘’s Bureau at the Department of Labor
(DOL) has followed up its survey on working women by responding
to the three areas that matter most to working American women:
pay and benefits, work and family responsibilities, and valuing
of women’s work through job training and career advancement. By
reaching out to any organization that has ever contacted the
Women’s Bureau, the Department is developing an "Honor Roll" of
organizations and companies that have pledged to improve the
lives of women in any of these areas. More than 400 pledges have
been received so far, from major multinational corporations as
well as small local enterprises. In lthe Spring of 1996, the
Department will begin its follow up with these companies and
organizations to see whether real improvements have been made.

POINT OF CONTACT: Delores Crockett, (202) 219-6611, DOL.

The White House « New Executive Oflice Building « Suite 3212 « Washington. D.C. 20503

Telephone (2021456-7350 « Fax (202)456-7357



3. Violence Against Women. Through the Violence Against Women
Office at the Department of Justice, the Administration has taken
several very important steps to heighten awareness about the
problem of violence against women, including domestic violence
and sexual assault. The Administration declared October National
Domestic Violence Awareness Month, and a variety of local and
national programs were held around the country in conjunction
with this. In addition, President Clinton has signed an
Executive Memorandum, directing all federal agencies to educate
their employees about violence against women and resources that
are available. On October 30, the Department of Justice held a
Violence Against Women Information Fair, the first step in its
Employee Awareness Campaign on Violence Against Women.

POINT OF CONTACT: Bonnie Campbell, (202) 616-8894, DOJ.

4. CEDAW. The Administration considers the ratification of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW) to be its top priority among the human
rights treaties now awaiting the advice and consent of the U.S.
Senate. Last year, President Clinton forwarded a package of
reservations, declarations and understandings prepared by the
Department of State (DOS) concerning CEDAW to the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, a necessary step in the ratification
process. However, the Committee has taken no action on CEDAW
since the beginning of the present session of the Congress.

POINT OF CONTACT: Gracia Hillman, (202) 647-9358, DOS.

5. Women and Economic Security. The Department of the Treasury,
through the Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFI)
Fund, is establishing a Presidential Awards program to honor
outstanding micro-lending organizations. The awards will help
publicize the importance of microenterprises and micro-lending
organizations, and will provide benchmarks for organizations to
use in assessing their own efforts. The CDFI Fund will also
coordinate a new Federal Microenterprise Initiative to ensure
that funding by federal agencies effectively supports the growth
and development of the U.S. microenterprise field.

The U.S. Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Office of
Microenterprise Development has just completed agreements to
launch new nmicroenterprise programs in more than 15 countries,
which will enable low-income women entrepreneurs to gain access
to credit, often for the first time. USAID will work with each
local implementing organization to enable it to expand its
outreach and become financially sustainable. USAID will also
promote microenterprise through the World Bank’s new Consultative
Group to Assist the Poorest.



Ambassador Smith met this afternoon (November 27) with Noreen
Byrne, Chairwoman of the National women’s Council of Ireland, and
other NWCI members, to discuss the status of women in Ireland and
possible themes for the First Lady’s address to prominent Irish
women on December 1.

The conversation was coloraed by tha outcome of the November 24
divorce referendum, in which a narrow majority of Irish voters
(50.2 to 49.8 percent -- a margin of about 6000 votes) elected to
amend the constitution so as to permit divorce. The results of
the referendum will be challenged in court by opponents who will
argue that the results were invalid, due to the fact that
government funds had been used to promote a "yes'-vote
advertising campaign. The supreme court ruled only a week ago
that the government had acted improperly in funding such ad
campaigns, and the government promptly ceased this activity.

The NWCI representatives believe, however, that the results of
the referendum, following a bitter and divisive campaign, have
"broken the spell" so that even in the unlikely event a new
referendum is held, the "yes" vote would again prevail. The
sense prevails that this referendum marks a watershed in Irish
history, and that -- for better or worse -- the country has now
entered a more modern era.

The NWCI members made the following additional points that might
be useful in connection with the First Lady'’s address:

-- Last year’e ceacafires in tha North have led to the oreation
of new structures, new ways of doing business, that emphasize
inclusion of those previously excluded -- not just across the
sectarian divide, but women as well.

-- Health issues: the First Lady’s interest in this area will
resonate with women in Ireland, North and South.

-- Beljing speech: the tone was "powerful" and well received by
thie group; the issuas raisad are relevant to both the U.S. and
Ireland.

-- Empowerment: There is a need to encourage women to "trust
their empowerment," or become more comfortable with power. Women
can do more than they are led to believe they can, but thay
remain ambivalent about power -- they need to be encouraged to
"go for more." The First Lady’s own situation seemed to
exemplify this: a powerful woman in her own right, who had to
also deal with her role as First Lady.

-- A woman’s power is frequently challenged by attacks on the
personal, e.g. her parenting skills or the impact on her family.
Men are never asked "who’s minding the kids?" -- as an incoming
group of women membersg of the Irish parliament once was a few
years ago by the country’s most prominent television talk~show
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