
TO AMlO, Etqc

"Go to China and stand up for American values."

An American veteran of World War 2 said these words to me as

I was leaving the V-J day observances in Hawaii last weekend 

to go to the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in

Beij ing.

preparing to give a keynote address, the veteran's words came 

back to me.

Looking out at the sea of faces representing nearly every

country in the world, I appreciated even more the privilege of

being ew=»-Anwrican. living in a texxtiy free society.

As an American, life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness 

are my birthright and the birthrights of all Americans. The 

rights we take for granted are fought for and died for 

around the world.

their minds, assemble freely, or exercise their faith without 

fear of persecution, arrest, or even torture.

These are what we commonly think of as violations of human 

rights.

violation of human rights when, in countries around the world.
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A few days later,AI stood before the conference delegates 

But, as the women's conference taught us, it is also a 
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In some countries, citizens are not allowed to vote, speak 



underpaid, not schooled, and beaten up.

If one message rang clear from the conference, it is that 

rights are human rights. And human rights are women's women's

rights.

I said to the delegates:As

is a violation of human rights when babies are deniedIt

food, or drowned, or suffocated, or their spines broken simply 

because they are born girls.

It is a violation of human rights when women and girls are 

sold into the slavery of prostitution, sometimes by their own 

brothers and fathers.

It is a violation of human rights when women are doused with 

gasoline, set on fire, and burned to death because their marriage 

dowries are deemed too small.

It is a violation of human rights when individual women are 

raped in their own communities and when thousands of women are 

subjected to rape as a tactic or prize of war.

It is a violation of human rights when a leading cause of 

death worldwide among women ages 14 to 44 is the violence they 

are subjected to in their own homes.

It is a violation of human rights when young girls are 

brutalized by the painful and degrading practice of genital 

mutilation, which happens to millions of women in Africa.

It is a violation of human rights when women are denied the 

right to plan their own families, and that includes being forced
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women and girls are valued less, fed less, fed last, overworked.



to have abortions or being sterilized against their will.

Today, women bear the brunt of human rights violations 

around the world. As long as those violations persist -- and 

discrimination and inequities remain commonplace - a peaceful and 

women have been afraid to speak up and speak out. As I said in

Beijing, it is time to break the silence so that women everywhere 

have a greater say in the future we share.

divides us. The conference proved that.

I am grateful that on behalf of our country I had the 

opportunity to attend this conference with men and women from all 

over the world who are committed to speaking out and taking 

action against abuses and injustices that fly in the face of 

ba-o 3. e—human | va lije -T

If we take bold steps to better the lives of women, we will 

be taking bold steps to better the lives of children and families 

too.

Families rely on mothers and wives for emotional support and 

care. Families rely on women for labor in the home. And 

increasingly, families rely on women for income needed to raise 

healthy children and care for other relatives.
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prosperous life is sadly beyond our reach.

One reason we haven't progressed further is that so many 
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As different as we may be, there is more that unites than 

The women's conference by itself won't change any lives. But

I hope that, by fx^eging*people to take notice of these issues, it 

will help lead us to a world in which every woman and girl is



given the respect and dignity she deserves.
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As I was leaving V-J Day observances in Hawaii last weekend

to go to the international women's conference in Beijing, a World

War 2 veteran came up to me and said. "Go to China and stand up

for American values."

Our nation is the longest living democracy in history. We

are often called the "land of opportunity." And life, liberty and

the pursuit of happiness are birthrights of all Americans.

That is why, as the veteran suggested, our nation's presence

at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women was so

important to millions of women, children and families throughout

the world.

In some countries, citizens are not allowed to vote, speak

their minds. assemble freely, or exercise their faith without

These are what we commonly think of as violations of human

rights.

But,

violation of human rights when, in countries around the world.

women and girls are valued less, fed less, fed last, overworked,

underpaid, not schooled, and beaten up.

The goal of the conference was to value, nurture, and

respect the God-given potential of every boy and girl and to

1

as the women's conference taught us, it is also a

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
OLUMN #8 -- THE WOMEN’S CONFERENCE IN BEIJING 

TALKING IT OVER/CREATORS SYNDICATE

fear of persecution, arrest, or even torture.



bring new strength and stability to families everywhere.

I am grateful that on behalf of our country I had the 

opportunity to attend this conference with women and men from all 

over the world who are committed to speaking out and taking 

action against abuses and injustices women and girls suffer every 

day.

At a World Health Organization forum on women's health, I 

met doctors and nurses who are trying to save the lives of 

500,000 mothers who die in childbirth every year because they 

lack medical care.

The next day, I talked with women and men who are giving 

women the chance to earn income for themselves and their families 

through access to small loans.

I also traveled to Huairou, a distant suburb of Beijing, 

where tens of thousands of women from different organizations 

gathered in a in a muddy field to share ideas about strategies 

that had worked their own countries.

These women, many of whom traveled great distances to get to

China, were denied the chance to fully participate in the United

Nations conference. But that didn't keep them from making their 

voices heard.

If one message rang clear from the conference, it is that 

women's rights are human rights. And human rights are women's 

rights.

As I said during a keynote address to the delegates:

It is a violation of human rights when babies are denied 
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because they are born girls.

sold into the slavery of prostitution, sometimes by their own 

brothers and fathers.

It is a violation of human rights when women are doused with 

gasoline, set on fire, and burned to death because their marriage 

dowries are deemed too small.

It is a violation of human rights when individual women are 

raped in their own communities and when thousands of women are 

subjected to rape as a tactic or prize of war.

It is a violation of human rights when a leading cause of 

death worldwide among women ages 14 to 44 is the violence they 

are subjected to in their own homes.

It is a violation of human rights when young girls are 

brutalized by the painful and degrading practice of genital

mutilation. which happens to millions of women in Africa.

It is a violation of human rights when women are denied the 

right to plan their own families, and that includes being forced 

to have abortions or being sterilized against their will.

Today, women bear the brunt of human rights violations 

around the world. One reason we haven't progressed further is 

that so many women have been afraid to speak up and speak out. As

I said in Beijing, it is time to break the silence so that women 

everywhere have a greater say in the future we share.

If we take bold steps to better the lives of women, we will 
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food, or drowned, or suffocated, or their spines broken simply 

It is a violation of human rights when women and girls are 



be taking bold steps to better the lives of children and families 

too.

Families rely on mothers and wives for emotional support and 

care. Families rely on women for labor in the home. And 

increasingly, families rely on women for income needed to raise 

healthy children and care for other relatives.

The women's conference by itself won't change any lives. But

I hope that, by forcing people to take notice of these issues, it 

will help lead us to a world in which every woman and girl is 

given the respect and dignity she deserves.
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to go to the international women's conference in Beijing, a 

American values."

Our nation is the longest living democracy in history. We 

are often called the "land of opportunity." And life, liberty and 

the pursuit of happiness are birthrights of all Americans.

That is why, as the veteran suggested. our nation's presence

at the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women was so

important to millions of women. children and families throughout

the world.

their minds. assemble freely, or exercise their faith without 

These are what we commonly think of as violations of human 

rights.

violation of human rights when, in countries around the world,

women and girls are valued less. fed less, fed last, overworked,

underpaid, ;not schooled, and beaten up.

£ human ‘rightoi

1

PHOTOCOPY
HRC HANDWRITING

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THE WOMEN'S CONFERENCE IN BEIJING 

TALKING IT OVER/CREATORS SYNDICATE

, and respect the ..potent ial of every boy 

and girl is a el ear ciKpreggi'on

As I was leaving V-J Day observances in Hawaii last weekend 

veteran came up to me and said, "Go to China and stand up for

fear of persecution, arrest, or even torture.

In some countries, citizens are not allowed to vote, speak 

But, as the women's conference taught us, it is also a 
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or bafflj-c-tw roluoft.

X© enabl, women

access to small loans.

I also traveled to Huairou, a distant suburb of Beijing,

If

rights are human rights. And human rights are women'swomen's

rights.

I said during a keynote address to the United NationsAs

delegates:

It is a violation of human rights when babies are denied

food,

brothers and fathers.
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It is a violation of human rights when women and girls are 

sold into the slavery of prostitution, sometimes by their own

are 1 

roug.

— __lly participate in the United Nations conference. But they 

still made their voices heard.

or drowned, or suffocated, or their spines broken simply 

because they are born girls.
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dowries are deemed too small.

It is a violation of human rights when individual women are

raped in their own communities and when thousands of women are

It is a violation of human rights when a leading cause of 

death worldwide among women ages 14 to 44 is the violence they 

are subjected to in their own homes.

It is a violation of human rights when young girls are

right to plan their own families, and that includes being forced 

to have abortions or being sterilized against their will.

Today, women bear the brunt of human rights violations 

around the world. As long as those violations persist -- and

As different as we may be, there is more that unites us than

divides us. The conference proved that.

ATT-of—our mothers- t
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distance against very\jreat odds to find place for themselves

e for us.

How can we do be less ommitted to finding common ground

ignity to women and girls all

m
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