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What do women want?

It’s 75 years since they won the vote. And the gender gap is now a chasm

We cannot promise you that wom-
en will vote as a unit when they
are enfranchised. ... Our wom-
en won't toe a mark anywhere;
they will think and act for them-
selves, and when they are en-
franchised they will divide upon
all political questions, as do in-
telligent, educated men.
—SUFFRAGETTE SUSAN B. ANTHONY,
1884

ot many believed Anthony.
N Women, it was presumed,
would vote like their fathers,
husbands and grown sons. Worse yet,
they might favor candidates for frivo-
lous reasons like appearance — and they
would not want to dirty themselves with
the business of politics. Ultimately, po-
litical self-interest and general principle
required that they be allowed in voting
booths. But the betting was that men
still would pull the levers.
Seventy-five years after women won

CHICK HARRITY — USNEWR

the right to vote, all bets are off.
By 1964, women were voting
more often than men. By 1980,
they were voting more often for
Democrats. Today, the picture
that emerges from a U.S. News
survey is of a harried and wor-
ried group of female voters—
divided among themselves by
education, income and lifestyle
and overwhelmingly divided from
men on the most fundamental po-
litical questions.
Ontherole of government, the gender
gapisas large as it has ever been:
Fully 53 percent of men see gov-
emment as the problem, butonly
43 percent of women agree. On
the virtue of budget cuts, the dis-

when the topic is political leadership.
Hillary Rodham Clinton is 19 points
more popular with women than with
men. Half of male voters approve of
House Speaker Newt Gingrich; only 35
percent of women do. And Bill Clinton
is the mirror image: Most women ap-
prove of him; most men don’t. Women
are twice as likely to believe he can pro-
vide moral leadership.The president has
to “get women to feel as intensely for
him as the men feel against him,” says
Democratic polister Celinda Lake, who
conducted the U.S. News survey with

LYNNE ABRAHAM
Philadelphia

parity is also large: While half of
women think Washington’s cut-
ting binge has gone too far, about
half of the men say cuts haven’t
gone far enough.

The gap becomes a gorge

The city’s district attorney, Abraham (right, below,
with Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison of Texas) wants to
raise the quality of the national debate. Public
service, she says, “is mow akin to greed and
corruption in most folks' minds.” She voted for Bill
Clinton but says she would like him to “loosen up.”
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with the Democrats in 1994 but is now
undecided. This time, the issue is jobs
—and Thompson is among those who see
more limits than possibilities.

A vast majority of women working
outside the home earn less than $25,000
annually; 1 in S holds a secretarial or
clerical job, a proportion that has re-
mained constant for 40 years. The U.S.
News survey found 61 percent of women
without college degrees concerned
about health care. Many fear that a
family member will lose a job or not be
paid fairly at work. And while 83 per-
cent of college-educated women call
work a career, 62 percent of those with-
out a college degree say it is just a job
for pay. “These folks are the most vul-
nerable and have the most at stake,”
says Democratic strategist Ann Lewis.
“They are also the hardest to reach.
They are skeptical political consumers,
turned off by conventional politics.”

If lower-wage women are disappoint-
ed in Clinton, they are also nervous
about the GOP Congress: Sixty-one
percent of them —more than any other
group—believe Republican budget cuts
have gone too far. So while Clinton
hammers the GOP, Republicans try to
attract women on cultural issues that
stress family values. Bob Dole’s attacks
on Hollywood and gangsta rap, for in-
stance, score well with women over 55,
a group that often shuns Republicans.

Then there are the worries about
schools and about losing control of the
children. GOP-backed vouchers for
school choice have some appeal to non-
college-educated women, but proposed
cuts in education spending do not. “The
government should give more money to
education,” says Julie Petschenko, an
at-home mother of two in Chicago’s
Ukrainian Village. She and her husband,
amachinist, have shifted their children to
parochial school. “I believe that the pub-
lic school teachers are underpaid and
that the schools are overcrowded. Chil-
dren can’t learn there anymore.”

I know there’s fraud in every aspect of

business. I know there’s fraud in Medi-

care. But there's a lot of good in it, too.
—MAY WHITE, NEW PORT RICHEY, LA

ike many elderly women, White, 72,
worries about health care. Two years
ago, everyone was talking about univer-
sal coverage, she says. “Now they want to
cut it [Medicare].” White is a registered
Republican, but she usually votes Demo-
cratic, as do many senior women.
Health care — one of the most polariz-
ing issues of recent years —is not a parti-
san matter among women. Almost half
consider it a major concern —in all par-

>

The great gender gap

Women's views break sharply from men’s
on key political issues and national
leaders, says a U.S. News survey. And
many misread their spouses’ votes.

m Voters who say electing more women to
public office will produce a government that
serves people better:

Total 0 s1%

=& Do you think government can help aver-
age working families or that government is
the problem, not the solution?

o Yotal  Men  Women
Canhelp ~ 43% 37%  48%
Is problem ~ 47%  53%  43%

=& Have Republicans in Congress gone too
far in trying to cut social programs and may
hurt people or have they not gone far enough
in reforming to save taxpayer money?

el P Total ~ Men  Women
Toofar 49% 42%  S56%
Not far enough 35%  44%  27%

American voters who have a favorable
view of the jobs done by:

B PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON
Men

L e

B FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

Approve 46%  65%

B HOUSE SPEAKER NEWT GINGRICH

Approve  42%  S51%  35%
Disapprove ~ 43%  38%  47%

@ Americans who say they usually vote the
same way as their spouse:

Married men

Married women

U.S.News poll of 1.000 registered voters with an addi-
bonal 45 Afnican-Amencan regsstered voters conducted
by Celinda Lake of Lake Research and EG Goeas of the
Tarrance Group July 25-27, 1995. Margin of error: Plus
or minus 2.9 points. Percentages may not 3dd up to
100 because some resgondents answered ‘don’t know. ™
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ton gets 57 percent. And 62 percent | difficult choices. You can go home

think the government would be better if
more women were a part of it.

But women have never based their
voteson gender alone. They provided the
victory margin for Democrat Dianne
Feinstein’s close California Senate race
last year. Yet Republican New Jersey
Gov. Christine Todd Whitman says she
didn’t do as well among women as among
men. “Women have to get the confi-
dence to say that if there are two
equal candidates, it’s OK to come
down on the side of the woman,”
says Whitman. “I haven’t been able
to break down that barrier yet.”

My home life and my husband suf-
fer. But you're faced with making

JULIE PEVTSCHENKO
Chicago

“{ feel there aren’t enough women
who really care about their right to
vote,” says Petschenko, who stays at
home to care for her family. She
worries about crime, health care
and disappearing opportunities
for children. A devout Catholic,
she opposes aboirtion but calls
Bill Clinton “OK."”

early at 6 p.m. or late at 10 p.m. I'm
kome late.
— PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT ATTORNEY
LYNNE ABRAHAM

ore than anything else, women are
tired. Six in 10 say that having
enough time and energy to get all their
jobs done is their main concern. Baby
boomers, many with young children, feel

R FREE LAND - USNEWR

CONNIE REESE

Canton, Texas

Reese lives with her husband and
eight children on a 200-acre ranch
outside Dallas. She manages the
livestock operation and teaches her
children at home. Family issues are
key to her conservative politics.
“We need to strengthen the family
unit,” she says, “and not undercut
it with policies from Washington.”

it most, but the problem tran-
scends education, income and
partisan affiliation. Chambers, a
mother of three in Chicago,
spends most of her time coordi-
nating her children’s schedules.
She tries to stay awake until mid-
night, when her husband returns
from his shift at the city water
department. Lordstown’s Der-
teen, who has spent most of the
past 23 years working two jobs as a
caterer and a secretary for a
union, says, “ We just try to choose
what’s most important. . . . It’s too
much at times; the stress gets to you.”

If the answer is technology, as Ging-
rich argues, he’s not convincing wom-
en —who figure their jobs will be the ones
lost to a computer or voice mail. GOP
polister Frank Luntz, who credits Clin-
ton for talking about the stresses of real
life, says, “Now, the Republicans have to
be the party that tries to present some
light at the end of the tunnel.”

Easier said than done. Ronald Reagan
discovered the GOP’s gender gap in
1980. It fluctuates but never evaporates.
Now the Democrats are worried about
their own gender gap —with men. “Are
women in love with Democrats?” asks
Mark Mellman, a party polister. “Cer-
tainly not. They’re just a lot more positive
about us than men are.” The gap is so
wide, says Lake, “you have to wonder
what couples are talking about."”

Maybe not much, the U.S. News sur-
vey suggests: More than two thirds of
married women say they don't vote like
their husbands. But nearly half of
American husbands think they do vote
like their wives. .

BY GLORIA BORGER wIth JEVNIFER SETER. MISsY
DANIEL IN OHI0. BETSY WAGNER IN [LLINOIS, MIKE THARP DN
CALIFORNIA. DAN MCGRaw [N TEXAS, SCOTT MINERSROOK [N
PEVNSYLVANIA AND JERELYN EDOMNGS tN FLORIDA

B Related matenal on U.S. News Online on
CompuServe. Free start-up kit: (800) 510-4247.
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“It leaves its mark on one, such a struggle.”

“To get the word ‘male’ in effect out of the Consttution cost the wormen of
the country fity<wo years of pauacless campaign. . . . During that time they
were forced to conduct fifty-six campaigns of referenda to mule voters;

480 campuigns to get Legislatures to submk suffrage amendments w voters;

47 campaigna to get S constinuxional conventions to write womzan suffrage
into state constitutions; 277 campaigns to get Statc party conventions to include
woman suffrage planis; 30 campaigns to get presidential pary conventions to
adopt waman suffrage planks in party platforms, and 19 campaigns with

19 succassive Congresses.

“Millions of dollars were raised, mainly in small sums, and expended with
economic care. Hundreds of women gave the accumulated possibilities of an
entire lifetime, thousands gave years of thelr lives, hundreds of thousands gave
constant interest and such aid as they could. It wus a continuous, seemingly
endless, chain of activity. Young suffragists who helped forge the last links of
that chain were not bom when #t begnn. Old suffragists who forged the first
links were dead when it ended. .

*it is doubdful If any man, even among suffrage men, ever realized what die
suffrage struggle came to mean to wamen before the end was allowed In
America. How much of ume and patience, how much work, energy and
aspirstion, how much faith, how much hope, how much despalr went into it.

It Jeaves its mask on one, such a struggle. It fills the days and it rides the
nights. Working, eating, drinking, sleeping, it is there. Not all women in all the
Swates of the Union were in the struggle. There were some women in every
State who knew nothing about it. But most women in all the States were at
least on the periphery of its effart and interest when they were not in the heart
of it. To them ul! its success became a monumental thing.”

— Carrie Chapman Catr and Nettie Rogers Shuler, |
... Woman Suffrage and Polftics, 1923
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Tbis 1913 suffrage parade was timed o coincide with the inauguration f Prevident Woodrow \Wikson. When marchers

were physically anacked by peering men, the police were siow to respond: the ullimate effect was lo energize the
suffrage movement and greaily increase memberstip. UBRARY OF OONGRESS: PHUTO BY G.V. BUCX.

Sorr&NER TRUTH Was present al the: first nalion) WaMeN's maHTS
ConvErmoN in Wosteskr in 1850; the fact that her great “Ain't
1 2 Womaa?” speedh is known wday is because white women
valued i1 enough 10 rconrd it She was featured at convermions
for the rest of ber life, and like her white imguess n the
moveneyy, esied the Fifteenth Amendinent by anempting to
vate in Midogan (n 1872. Because this was a tmc and phce
when the votes of black men were counted, it was clear that
hes ballot was refused because of her gender, not her race.

While it may be ouc that neither the AWSA nor the NWSA
rushed to recruit African Americans, their odginal members
had roots in the anti-slavery movement, and each appreciated
those black women who joinod. The AWSA, for example,
welcomed poct Faanaes Warxins Hauwex 1o its leadership,
while the NWSA promoted attomey CHaRoNT: Ray and fea-
tured Maxy Arov SHADD CARY as a2 speaker. Decades lates—
when Reconstruction liberalism had disappezred from the rest
of American sodery—black women such as MAzy BIAKONEY,
NanmEe Hoew BUurrouGHS, MAGGE Waker, and even radical
Ioa Wais-Dasnery pasticipated in the suffrage movement
Maxy ChuacH Temre2: was repentedly highlighted a1 conven-
tlons and made the most celebrated speech of her life before
the (NTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRACE ALLANCE 10 1904.

By the standards of their twne, white suffragists were lead-

ers m race refations, for most organizations practoed greater
segregation. Catholics and Jews also made up only a small
portion of suffragist mevnbership, but once again, cases such
as Exnvestive Rose deconstrated a willingness 1o not ooly ac
cept but also promute minarity women who did join. Such
toleraner is even more sermarkable given the fact that fow
nincieenth century suffragists had any chance for cousce ed-
ucation, and that most women in academia held themsetves
far from the middkeclass housewives who formed the back-
boue of the movament. Even as late as 1898, for example,
only two of severty-two students in 2 Rapawrve Cource class
were willing to say they favored votes for women.

With such obstackes w0 sunmount, the aging leadesship of
the NWSA and AWSA associafions worked out 2 tnce after
wo decades of desvuctive nvalry and ceungted ino the
NATIONAL AMERICAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE ASSOQATION in 1890. Ten-
sions remained within the NAWSA for 8 number of years,
however, in cases such as Anthony's immoderate resprmse to
the 1493 suggestion that conventions sometimes be held out-
side of Washington. In additian to the latent hastility betwera
the former nivals, the NAWSA soon developed othiers intesoal
factions. None wus of greater sigmificance than the tensions
berwero Eastermers and Westerncrs and the “wews” vs, the
“drys” oa the issuc of Pxosnemon
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assaulted with brooros, which ... had been dipped with
human excrement.”

The Luptow Massacre is the most infamous case of vio-
lenae against women and children caused by a labor dis-
pute, but women were among those killed by miltda in
Baltimore and Pittsburgh during the giant strike of male
railroad employecs in 1877, and women, many of them
Slavic, rushed to the bamicades in the historic Homestead
steel strikc of 1892. Similar sotidarity was demonstrated
during the Great Depression, when women supponed men
in militant 1934 strikes from Minneapolis to San Francisco
and in the famous 1937 “'sit-down"' strikes in the auto in-
dustry. Although women werc denicd the opportunity to
work in these industries, they ran kitchens to fced strikers,
did supportive secretarial work and other volunteerism for
the United Auto Workers, the Teamsters, and other unions
that were almost exclusively male.

Theis aid was vital in these strikes—altbough both the in-
dusaies and the unjons involved excluded women from the
bentfis of their action. Men mrely have rallied behind
women strikers with similar solidariry.

SUFFRAGE MOVYEMENT Although women had gycates kegal
rights in sovoc anlomral governments than they would enjoy
later in the natlon’s history, women were pot fully enfran-
chised in any colomty. Some, such as New Jersey, had provis-
jons for partial suffrage for swows and seveTes who ewned
propeny, but thesc exccptianal cicumsanccs were more
likely to be vicwed as accidental legal loopholes than as an
inrennional grant of suffrage. Legal code rewrites after the Rev-
olution madc things wursc for women instead of better, and
Ancar Aoams' famous plea that the wrirers of the Constigution
“rememnber the ladies” went unheeded.

It was suates that deaded the qualifications of cleciom, not
the federal government, and states varied in their liberality of
the franchise even withoutl regard to the gendes questian. All
restiiaed the vote to white maies and mast placed further
requirements, such as limiling the vote to property-oeners
and Protestants. The climination of such retricdans was past
of the movement of Jackawmian derapaacy in the 1820s and
1830s.

This spread of demxxcratic ide2s among lowerclass males
was doubtless a factog, even if ucomously, in the rise of
denmnds fos the vote from wodhen, and 2 half<entury after
adoption of the Constitution, the organized effort on behalf
of women's sight (0 vore appeared. It was not the wives «f the
newly enfranchiscd Jacksonian men who claimbed the right 10
vate, however, insicad, #t was the better educated, propertied
women who were descended from original colonists—ynany
of whom were understandably chagrined to see illiterate fron-
tierstnen and recent immigranis cast ballots in exctaage for
a drink, while the privilege was denicd to mxpaying women
with 2 far bewter undevstanding of Amaian history and
govemnent

The first fonmal call o enfranchise women was part of the
DraaarATION OF THE RiGHTs FOR WOMEN passcd at the Senpca
Faus WosaN's Ricirs Conviovnion in 1848. It was the most
confrovenial item on the agenda, and Fuzasemi CADY STanTON
included it over the objoctions of licsena MOTT and others
(Mott's reluctance may be pastially explained by the fac that

she was a Quaksr woman, and many of the men in her faith
did not exercise their right to vine.) The debate on suffrage
was shurper than any other durdng the convention, and i
passed by a close margin. Because full enfranchisement even
for males was still somcwhal novel, women's lack of suffrage
scenxd less obviously unfair; therefore this ecrnained the
most theoretical of the Sexwxa Falls gaals. For moru than a
decade, the movememt instead emphasized such isses as
OIVORCE, GUARMANSMIP, and MARREN WOMEN'S PRoPERTY RiGrrs.

ft was the enfranchisement of black males after the Gw.
War that brought suffrage o the forefront. Sisan ANTHONY
was particilarly angered by the priority given by the Asgaican
EQuar RIGHTS ASSGOATION t0 male ex-slaves, while educared
women continued 10 be judged incapable of castiog a baliot.

she and Stanon formed the NaTONAL WOMAN SiuTFRAGE
AssoaaTen (NWSA) in January, 1669, Juua Warp Howe, Lucy
STONE, arxd others took up the remnants of the Equal Rights
Asscciation and regrouped as the AWcAN WOMAN SUFFRAGE
AssociaTioN (AWSA) in November.

Espcdally alter the satification of the Prrreentit AMENTRGNT
4 few months later, the differences were drawn for the next
two daxades: The AWSA rcmained doser 10 the ABouMONST
roots that buth groups had shared, while the NWSA gave
mare ateation to wanwen and Jess (o ex-daves who, they fett,
had been gnoritized for several decades. Their operational
styles differed abo: NW3A langely excluded men and Stanton
was its president during most of #s exiseonce, while the AWSA
had both men and women in s leadership. Loational centers
reflecied iceologial differences as well, for the AWSA came
o be assocated with literary Baon, where its Wosuan's
Jauxar was published, while the NWSA estabiished its head-
quarers in political Washington. Antbony (who was the
NWSA's most visible leader, despitc Santon's ostensible presi-
dency) lobbied for an amendment to the federal Constitution
applicable to al] statcs, whilc the AWSA adopted 2 strarcgy
of state seferends on suffrage that they believed maore licely
0 resuk in enfranchusenent for sorme, if nat all, women.

Vikctoras were won in several stales during this period, for ]

After btter coafrontations with the men of the Assocation, ]

the aght o vote was espoedally likely to be granted westesn
wosay in their newer statc govermmenms. Compromise suf-
frage siuations also appeared in sevesal sates, graoting
women partial suffrage for municipal or school board races
of on lax referenda in Ascs of unmarried fecmale propenty
owners. That these victores were not noaxsmarfly attritarable
to cither of the lirge suffrage associaions serves only to denr
onstrale the pervasivencss of the idea and the depth of the
informal movement.

Indeed, for vamous seasoas and throughout the history of
the movement, many sphinter groups appcared—some cf
which behaved as though suffrage were already ebtained by
calling themsedves “parties.” In this penod, for example, Vic-
ToRA Wooonu arganized the Equal Rights Party for ber 1872
presidential campaign, while Bava Locxwoon's 1884 cam-
paign emulated this with the Natana) Equal Rights Party. Nei-
ther was more than a skelrtal organization, but such diversity
hetped the major associations by making them look large and
sespreciahle in compariscm,
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Though black women remained a distinct minocity of the
suffrage movement, syme wese involved from the beginning.












