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sweet-talk warring parties into compromise. She learned to fly
under the radar; these women who slipped past the sentries
helped fling open the gates for Hillary’s peers to storm through.
She is far better camouflaged, resolutely bland in an interview,
unrelentingly inoffensive and offers no ammunition, while
Hillary, to her peril, tossed it out like confetti when she began
ruminating on the Politics of Meaning and the excess profits of
pharmaceutical companies.

That said, there are those who argue that both women would
make better candidates than their husbands; unlike Elizabeth,
Hillary can give the impression that she thinks she would be a bet-
ter President as well. Both are more disciplined, more demanding,
much less forgiving. Both are excellent speakers, though their
styles are different. Hillary can speak in perfect paragraphs for an
hour without notes and changes her speech with ease to suit dif-
ferent audiences. While Hillary knows the benefits of preparation,
Elizabeth is a slave to it, ordering up dozens of position papers and
memos from staff and driving campaign aides crazy with requests
for clippings and briefings and updates about what is happening
today with her husband, what Dole has said about Fidel Castro,
what Clinton is saying about Cuban-American relations. Elizabeth
never gets a word or pause or chuckle out of place, but she can no
more ad lib than levitate.

Hillary may be the velvet fist in an iron glove, Elizabeth the re-
verse. The First Lady is considered wonderful to work for, devot-
ed to her aides (who repay her with a loyalty that has cost them
thousands of dollars in legal bills); she consults them about their
lives, their loves. their clothes; she likes to have fun. Elizabeth, by
comparison, is working on her third press secretary in six months.
Kicking back with aides, admits one who worked closely with her
for a half-decade, “is rare.” Hillary’s aides love to tell about the First
Lady at play; an aide to Elizabeth could think of only one example

in five years.

But the biggest difference between the two women is that we
know so much about one and so little about the other. Hillary’s
world has been much explored: her marriage, her feelings about
children, her work as a lawyer, her attitude about money and re-
ligion and her changing views of politics and change. To help us
follow along, she has written abook, pens a newspaper column and
has given countless interviews, a running concordance. In baby-
boomer fashion, this very private public person has become near-
ly as confessional as her husband.
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Elizabeth was already a
Washington player when she
married Dole in 1975
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That same year, Bili and
Hitlary united to become a
potent political team
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Hillary gave up a big New
York City law firm’s offer
to follow her future
husband to Arkansas;
she is the soccer mom of
the pair, her career
defined by family demands
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Elizabeth won the
nickname Sugar Lips
while serving as
Reagan’s Transportation
* Secretary for her ability
to sweet-talk warring
parties into compromise

Elizabeth, by comparison, has been slower to fill in the blanks
and undress the contradictions. On the rare occasions when she
talks about her faith, she can wow audiences who don’t expect
spirituality from a woman who teeters on high heels in an age of
sensible shoes. She smiles a lot, as if to encourage her husband by
example, and wears suits with such obsessively matched acces-
sories that voters may be forgiven if they forget that this is the
woman who is responsible for those little lights at the center of the
rear windows of our cars that tell tailgating drivers to hit the
brakes. And while Hillary may tell us that it takes a village to raise
a child, Elizabeth made sure that we know how to find the emer-
gency exit in a smoke-filled airline cabin. If the two women ever
did hold that debate, Elizabeth might try to argue that she’s “a doer,
not a talker.”

Elizabeth is a Democrat who became a Republican, Hillary a
Republican turned Democrat. But it is worth noting that amid all
the rhetoric on both sides about the end of Big Government, these
two womenshare abelief in its benevolent potential. Elizabeth has
spent 28 years in government, largely acting on behalf of con-
sumers, while Hillary spent 1993 trying to expand government
and guarantee all Americans access to health care. If they ever sat
down together, not to arm wrestle or debate but to share thoughts
and trade stories, these two Methodist women might find them-
selves communing with all the equally devout, hopeful social re-
formers of their faith who over the past two centuries tried to use
power to do good. And they might also wonder together about the
price they pay for trying. —Reported by Ann Blackman/Salisbury
and Tom Curry/New York
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