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FORUM ON WOMEN
AGREES ON GOALS and cultural and religious differ­

ences, delegates from 185 countries 
debated final sticking points until 
4:45 A.M.

"We have a platform,” said Patri­
cia B. Licunan, who was chairwoman 
of the final drafting meeting that will 
present the document to a session 
later today.

"I promised we would be out of 
here before sunrise and I kept my 
promise,” she said.

Chief among the final obstacles to 
consensus was whether “sexual ori­
entation” should be included in the 
antidiscrimination clauses of the 
document.

But this language was jettisoned at 
4:15 A.M. over the objection of more 
than 30 countries, including South 
Africa, whose delegation chief, Dr. 
Nkhosasna Zuna said, "We shall 
promise ourselves and future gener­
ations that we shall not discriminate 
against anyone ever again.”

The United States and Israel also 
spoke in favor of including sexual 
orientation.

In an era of tight domestic budgets 
in many countries, the conference 
failed to win sizable financial tom- 
mitments from governments to pay 
for new programs for women, but it 
managed to elicit a large number of 
pledges to redirect national budgets. -

“There is not much new money 
around,” said Msgr. Diarmuid Mar­
tin, a Vatican representative here, 
“but the benefit of these conferences 
is that they focus, the attention of 
everyone on how money ought to be 
spent and how it can be refocused.”

India committed to raise the level 
of its investment in education with a 
focus on women and girls. Britain 
pledged to raise its child care expen­
ditures 20 percent. The United States 
is setting up a White House Council 
on Women and will step up attacks 
on domestic violence.

The conference ground to its con­
clusion with far less rancor than had 
been expected on the sensitive issues 
of contraception and abortion.

Thomas H Kean, former Gover­
nor of New Jersey and the most 
nrominent Republican on the 45- 
member delegation, said: “This is a 
document that guarantees the same 
rights for women that have long been 
enjoyed by men. ,1 don’t see why • 
anyone would want to oppose it.”

This conference on women, which 
follows meetings that began in Mexi­
co City in 1975, was suffused with a 
sense of urgency by the rise of the 
number of women in poverty and the 
systemic rape and violence directed 
at women in the “ethnic cleansing” 
campaigns in the former Yugoslavia 
and in Rwanda.

In the document’s opening decla­
ration, the conference will seek to 
“insure women’s equal access to 
economic resources including land, 
credit, science and technology, voca­
tional training, information, commu­
nication and markets, as a means to 
further advancement and empower-

Beijing ‘Platform for Action’
Centers on 3 Key lssues__

ment of women and girls.”
China had hoped to be one of the 

greatest beneficiaries of this confer­
ence by virtue of Beijing’s selection 
as its site. But instead, China’s fears 
that pro-democracy and human 
rights campaigners among the dele­
gates would set off a new outpouring 
of dissent against the Government 
led, at times, to heavy-handed and 
oppressive security measures.

It seemed for a time that the con­
troversy over China’s security as­
sault on the delegates would mar the 
visit of Hillary Rodham Clinton, who 
delivered the most forceful address 
of the conference on human rights.

The greatest fear of many of the 
delegates was that they would have 
to debate once again the issues relat­
ing to women decided last year in 
Cairn at a United Nations conference 
on population and development.

At that conference, the Vatican 
and countries with large Muslim and 
Roman Catholic populations sought 
to defeat a clear statement of a wom­
an’s right to regulate her fertility 
and reproductive health.

But in Beijing, the Cairo declara­
tions became a benchmark that 
many states, including the Vatican 
and Iran, sought to maintain.

However, among the final sticking 
points early today was a footnote to 
the document that sought to subordi­
nate some women’s rights to nation­
al and religious customs. The foot­
note was finally rejected when a ma­
jority of delegations preferred to 
state the relationship between hu­
man rights and national custom in 
the document’s preamble.

The preamble now states: "While 
the significance of national and re­
gional particularities and various 
historical, cultural and religious 
backgroud must be born in mind, it is 
the duty of states, regardless of their 
political, economic and cultural sys­
tems, to promote and protect all hu­
man rights and fundamental free­
doms.”

Ms. Licuanan, in a"ruling as chair- I 

woman, struck the final compromise 
of the night when, to satisfy the com­
peting interests in the hall, she killed 
both the sexual orientation refer­
ences and the sensitive footnote.

-------  A
By PATRICK E. TYLER

BEIJING, Friday, Sept 15 - The 
Fourth World Conference on Women 
reached agreement early this morn­
ing on a broad declaration calling on 
world governments to raise the eco­
nomic circumstances of women, pro­
tect them from increasing levels of 
violence and improve the status of 
girls throughout the world.

The “platform for action” will be 
presented for ratification later to­
day, and the vote is expected to be 
unanimous. Some states, including . 
the Vatican and other countries with 
large Muslim or Roman Catholic 
populations, may register objections 
to specific sections.

The completion of the document 
brings to an end 10 days of debate on 
issues such as how to free women 
from poverty with new forms of 
credit, how to raise girls’ education 
level and how to insure their legal 
rights, including equal inheritance.

In the morning hours, women 
groaned, cheered and applauded 
through the final arguments in an 
atmosphere that was largely free of 
rancor. An Iranian slapped an Irish 
delegate on the back after they had 
gone head to head in a daylong nego­
tiating session over sexual rights. 
Both seemed to like the outcome.

While passage of the document 
here does not bind countries to ac­
tion, delegates say it gives the issues 
new visibility among governments 
and international agencies, and can 
serve as a template for national poli­
cies and legislation.

After a series of key compromises 
on language relating to sexual rights
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freedom and putting the finishing touches on against violations of those rights and words and phrases—one woman

cooierence, at icaai wcic pxaiuwig w q^- , • u* * i j j x ----------------------------------------------------- —pend formal reservations to the document lat- 31,(1 de.c^e IPat- that was not dampened by rain, poor

guage they won in the Cairo conference on diseases and elementary and basic an escape clause used to justify re­
population last year and made further prog- heaJth services and so on.” strictive practices.

While the Vatican worked largely

"There has been a lack of under-

new

»

Shahla Habibi, Iran’s presidential ad­
viser on women’s affairs, said Thurs­
day. “Particular groups are endeav­
oring to turn the world into a model 
thev deem appropriate.”

ments would be pressed to follow 
through on many of the recommen­
dations in the U.N. document.

Indeed over the past three weeks.

establishing and protecting women’s rights 
around the world.

~ The Washington Post
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guage that could still open the door rassment and surveillance.

And yet, many of the issues raised 
at the U.N. conference—such as 
sexual freedoms and abortion—are 
likely to be intractable.

Earlier today and Thursday, sexu­
al freedoms were the last stumbling 
block of the U.N. conference as Is­
lamic nations and the Vatican made

ment promotes women’s economic "empow- ?clal delegations largely from Islam- behind the scenes, Islamic nations 
erment” and asserts that women should have ,c 0311005 fought to stress the role of criticized other countries for trying 
a greater say in political decision making, Jvorn®n w’foin the faxnity and to de- to impose sexual mores on them, 
have more control over their sexual lives and e e. might be inter- "There has been a lack of under-
be protected from violence in or out of the e e1’0010'3^? abortion, pro- standing and respect for the views of 
home, in times of war or peace. ^culty’ lesbl3nism 30(1 premantai whi]e from

More than 50 governments have made Sudan’s Islamiz* 3X6 views 11131 316 being imposed,”
commitments to follow through on the issues C am’/'

See CHINA, A30, CoL 1

__________CHINA, From Al

raised at the conference with
programs or new money.

Dorothy Thomas of Human
Rights Watch said that the confer­
ence marked a change in the rela­
tionship between women and gov­
ernments. Women, she said, had
gone “from claiming handouts, from
claiming privileges to demanding
rights.”

On the last day of the conference,
delegates overcame a final stum­
bling block by dropping a controver­
sial section of the preamble to the
“Platform for Action” that lays out
the meeting’s recommendations.

Conservative Islamic nations
agreed to drop a phrase on “cultural
and religious differences” that oppo­
nents said could undermine or weak­
en the universal nature of human

'.rights in the document, a U.N. offi­
cial said.

Women’s Meeting Near Accord
U.N. Conference Resolves Dispute on Sexual Freedom

ras^uropean UHo„ deiT

er today, officials said. The reservations will 
reveal the extent to which fundamental rifts
that existed when the conference started 11 
days ago were not bridged.

"I think that, leaving Beijing, we have ac-
compbshed the goals we set for ourselves, of frg rneeting) conspicuously

ress in defining women’s nghts. The docu- _ alliance of the Holy See and of-

erment” and asserts that women should have *c 0311005 fought to stress the role of criticized other countries for trying

lete language that might be inter-

miscuity, lesbianism and premarital 
sex.

Sudan’s Islamic government, 
meanwhile, found a way to deal with 
issues it did not like. It pledged to ig­
nore the global blueprint for wom­
en’s rights when it conflicted with its 
fundamentalist interpretation of the 
Muslim faith.

The reservations of the dissenting 
countries underscore the extent to 
which the U.N. declaration and plat- . 
form have no binding effect. "This 
document is not a magic carpet,” 
said one Iranian exile hoping to use 
the document to loosen the grip of

• the conservative Islamic Tehran re­
gime.

“The political power has got to be 
there,” said Mona Zulfikar, an Eyp- 
tian corporate lawyer active in wom­
en’s health organizations and a dele­
gate here. "No matter how strong 
the words are, without the political 
will they will not be implemented.” 

But Zulfikar said she bebevsd the 
recent growth in nongovernment or­
ganizations (NGOs) representing 
women around the world had in-

K3165 K3/6 “P 3 deio31?d t0 enshrine 
-------- ---------------------------------- sexual freedoms m the preamble. 

BEljlNG, Sept. 15 (Friday)—Delegates to They agreed to “ensure the full en-
the United Nations Fourth World Conference joyment by women and girls of all 
on Women neared the end of their work this human rights and fundamental free- woile 106 government delegations at
morning by resolving a dispute over sexual doms and take effective action 1116 U.N. conference haggled over

a d^ent“imant to’^rCe as a guideline for freedoms.” " said she negotiated for seven hours
Many sexual rights and freedoms over a single paragraph—NGOs 

UJC ww IU. are still dealt with in the longer Plat- who gathered at a parallel meeting
Of the 189 countries represented at the f?nn for Action, which underscores an hour away in the town of Huairou 

conference, at least 22 were planning toap- I'™"’™'?a bois,«°us

ters related to their sexuality—lan- fedlities, or Chinese government ha-

to homosexuality, but in less explicit 
terms.

The Vatican, a strong voice of dis­
sent on sexual issues through much

said Geraldine A. Ferraro, U.S. ambassador silent during the final negotiations.
to the U.N. Human Rights Commission and “It is only focusing on sexual 
vice chair of the U.S. delegation. The docu- things,” Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
ment “addresses abuses that occur to women Navarro-Valls said Thursday, com- 
throughout the world, and hopefully govern- plaining about the document. "You 3 0031 6001110 add t0 3 conference 
ments will start to implement the recommen- ignore what is the main concern for document language noting “cultural 
dations when they get back home.” women in Nigeria, in Zimbabwe and aod religious particularities” that

Women’s groups say they have kept lan- 10 fodia and so on—that is tropical some delegates fear could become
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Women Pack Up After Fractious Meeting

rphe platform angered. 
A some participants,

By Kathy Chen
Staff Reporter of The Wall Street Journal 

The world’s largest conference on 
women is scheduled to end today after 
passing an action plan that urges govern­
ments to recognize women's rights* and 

allocate resources to support them.
The vote on the Beijing Declaration and 

a 149-page Plan for Action caps more than 
two weeks of confrontation and negotiation 
among 45,000 participants from 189 coun­
tries. The Fourth World Conference on 
Women is the United Nations' biggest 
forum, and the only major international 
forum ever held in modern China.

The plan endorses a range of advances 
that the U.N. has vowed to pursue and 
member countries have promised to imple­
ment. Among key steps: The platform 
recognizes women's rights to determine 
when and with whom to have sex; gives 
leeway to teenage girls to seek sexual- 
health care without parental approval: and 
urges developed nations to help poor ones 
implement the program.

Although the platform bitterly angered 
some participants - notably the Vatican, 
Iran and religious groups - it won the 
warm endorsement of the U.S. And femi­
nists say the document is an important 
step forward for the women's movement. 
They say the platform lays out a compre­
hensive vision of women - largely as seen 
by women - and a strategy for its imple­
mentation.

Early Friday morning, negotiators 
raced the clock to reach agreement about 
final wording of the platform and Beijing 
Declaration. Melinda Kimble, negotiating 
coordinator for the U.S. team, said partici­
pants reached a compromise on the two 
documents before dawn after deleting a 
loophole that would allow countries to 
opt out of implementing parts of a disputed 
health section because of cultural differ­
ences. Negotiators dropped references to a 
policy of nondiscrimination due to sexual 
orientation, she said.

"This is a culmination of the 20-plus 

years of the women’s movement,” said 
Betty Friedan, an early feminist. "There’s 
a sense here of the enormous empower­
ment of women.”

Even while several issues -remained 
unresolved Thursday, many delegates 
were trumpeting the conference as a suc­

tions make it unacceptable to many gov­
ernments and families.”

A more vital concern to developing 
nations is how to pay for the ambitious 
programs espoused by the conference. 
While the platform urges developed coun­
tries to provide aid to poor ones, it also 
calls for financing from other sources. But 
donor countries like the U.S. are cutting 
their foreign aid and advocating realloca­
tion of existing funds instead.

The conference itself has been plagued 
by problems. Logistical difficulties and 
China's heavy-handed security measures 
marred some proceedings, especially the 
meetings of unofficial delegates in the 
Beijing suburb of Huairou during the first 
week. Clashes between Chinese police and 
women protesters grabbed attention from 
the real issues being discussed and tar­
nished China’s international image.

Beijing’s tight control over local media 
coverage meant that many average Chi­
nese learned little about the issues being 
debated at the conference. With a ban on 
reporting sensitive topics like sexual 
rights, the Chinese were left to speculate 
on what was really taking place. One 
popular rumor, for example, has delegates 
taking off their clothes while sightseeing in 
Tiananmen Square.

A single, poignant voice of dissatisfac­
tion rose from the flurry of last-minute 
lobbying Thursday. A young Chinese 
woman placed a stack of plain documents 
on a table at the media center. Titled "Note 
from a Chinese Woman,” it complained 
that the many problems Chinese women 
face today weren^t adequately represented 
by the Chinese delegation chosen by Bei­
jing’s male-dominated government.

After outlining in politically risky detail 
the problems women face, the author con­
cluded: “How can I keep silent over such 
blunt discrimination and suppression of 
women at our women's conference?"

-Marcuf: H’. Brauchli contributed to this 
article.

cess. "What has emerged from this confer­
ence is a remarkable document, but-more 
importantly-consensus in the global com­
munity that improving the lives of women 
makes for strong, healthy and loving fami­
lies," Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky, di­
rector of the U.S. delegation, told re­
porters. %

One major gain for women is a clear 
acknowledgement that women’s rights are 
human rights, delegates said. The plat­
form pledges to enforce that view by 
calling on countries to bolster education 
and health care for women and girls, to 
fight violence against women, and to em­
power them economically and legally.

But delegations representing the Vati­
can and some 20 countries have threatened 
to lodge reservations about the sensitive 
health section, which deals with illegal 
abortions. By doing so. they would be 
leaving open the option of not implement­
ing that section.

"The platform should be addressing 
(the problem of obtaining) electricity for 
every village." grumbled Babette Francis, 
an unofficial representative with the pro­
family coalition. “Instead it talks about 
sexual orientation. Such controversial sec­

including the Vatican and 
Iran. But feminists say the 
document lays out a vision 
of women and a strategy 
for implementing it.
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Instead, she tongue-lashed the

denied food

Department
session with Deng Xiaoping. Even y 
before Hillary's blast, her hus- J“Let me be clear,” said Mrs

— speak the truth.

Mrs.

'Women’s rights are HUMAN

L't 

Sandy
Grady

Sen. Lauch Faircloth, R-N.C., 
tried to paint her as lady villain at 

speech Whitewater’s heart. While friends

*"3
S3
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It was risky, overseas stardom 
no first lady since Eleanor 
Roosevelt could have performed.

* Nothing short of a missile exchange 
could stop the Chinese journey of Hillary, 
who has a suffragette’s intensity about 
women’s rights and a mother’s outrage about

Hillary Clinton out-Eleanored Eleanor Roosevelt in China
Nothing short of a missile ex­

change could stop the Chinese
journey of Hillary, who has a suf­
fragette's intensity about wom­
en’s rights and a mother’s outrage
about abused kids.

Despite 13-hour jet lag and 
bickering with U.S. diplomats aKnse(-l 99
who wanted her tone defanged. aDUSCU K1US.

Clinton scalded the Chinese with ________________ _____________________
blunt ferocity.

Her dress was soft pink but her
words were brickbats. ca. Europe and Latin America Clinton's dreary year. Her Arkan-

Hillary hit hardest at China’s stood and wept and clapped. sas real estate, stock market and
■' i They shouted, "Yes, yes, yes!” law deals haunt her. She’s

Hany Wu, fresh from a Chi- they are bom gHs.”
nese prison, grumped that Hillary F':
would be used as a propaganda China was the main target when Wu. them.-’

Mrs. Clinton savaged countries Her trashing of China won't She had to go 8,000 miles to 
stuffed where “women are forced to have smooth the president’s October stand up to tyranny.

n her first column — a no-pay, 
syndicated effort that hasn't

jittery Mrs. Clinton might — gasp right of people to assemble, orga- na's sale of missiles to Pakistan. "Sometimes it is hard for me to 
the tl U til y'*«'**» Itr Mrx ono I—♦ 4-14«-«Tniurnn o . . <

“If she insults them,” one should be forced to remain silent $35 billion U.S. trade deficit.
warned, “they’ll go ballistic.” for fear of religious or political will Clinton shrug, “Oh. that’s 

Even the prez, although mum, persecution, arrest or torture. just Hillary,” or stand by his she was brave and eloquent in 
had to wince at his First Spouse She was scathing on Chinese woman? the Chinese dragon den.
invading the Beijing tumult. Chi- harassment of women delegates. He could be consoled that Hill- Hillary of Beijing was the real 
nese "security forces” who has- But her words could have won aly-s Beijing bombshell should thing,
sled delegates, videotaped pro- ghostly cheers from students shot win approving nods from femi- Somewhere Mrs. Roosevelt
testers and shook down their or jailed for facing the Tiananmen nists and young, working women must have said, “Yes, yes. yes.”

■ ----- . Sandy Grady is Washington
But exultation over a China tri- columnist for the Philadelphia 

rights’’—1,500 women from Afri- umph hardly redresses Mrs. Daily News.

baking cookies and working on 
her hairstyle.

Maybe her Beijing hosts were 
hoping Mrs. Clinton would stay

adopted lately. Or at least talk in spring Harry _Wu only to get to the y N;s Worid Conference on
xj Women except Hillary.

Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., the ’96
i They shouted, "Yes, yes, yes!” law deals haunt her. 

away from "this misguided con- population by abandoning, starv- — roaring support Hillary rarely watched ex-partners Susan and

of female infants.

pawn.
State __r

shirts, nervous about upsetting abortions or be sterilized.”
Bill Clinton’s summit with Chi- -— --   "    
nese premier Deng Xiaoping, were Clinton. “Freedom means the band had a rough agenda — Chi- caught fire — Mrs. Clinton wrote.

nize, debate openly. No one saber-rattling toward Taiwan, a recognize the Hillary Clinton 
'' r ‘  ” " other people see.”

 o  for fear of religious or political will Clinton shrug, “Oh. that’s Critics should grudgingly ad-
Even the prez, although mum, persecution, arrest or torture.” ; ■  —J

had to wince at his First Spouse She was scathing on Chinese woman?
invading the Beijing tumult. Chi- harassment of women delegates.

sled delegates, videotaped pro- ghostly cheers from students shot win approving nods from femi-

rooms seemed to be as imitating Square tanks. pivotal to Democrats’ base and
as Mayor Daley’s cops at the ’68 When Hillary finished — Clinton’s ’96 hopes.
convention. mttman

Could FDR muzzle Eleanof?

agenda."
Other Republicans growled

what she did for Whitewater and babies are
Her impassioned s.

spines broken simply because changed the skepticism of Harry and aides were grilled by Con- 
^-1 " Wu. “She rattled the bars of gress, even allies wondered, "Why

No names. But everyone knew prison cells all over China,” said doesn't Hillary stand up for

Her trashing of China won't

he came, she saw, she gave schoolmarm bullying a mob of
them hell. Now the Chinese muggers and misfits.
understand how crotchety

American critics feel about Hillary
Clinton.  

They too wish she’d stick to ^d7o?*dir7ct ta^your-tace anger

at tyranny toward women,
Clinton out-Eleanored Eleanor.

  China’s deal makers must sec-
with the softer, wifely image she’s ond-guess their^swap  ̂Did they

genteel diplomatese. dissed by Hillary?
Instead, she tongue-lashed the Oddly, it seemed nobody in the 

last communist superpower like a United States wanted Hillary to go bopeful, argued she should stay notorious system of controlling its

ference with its"radical, left-wing ing or outright killing thousands hears at home. Jim McDougal indicted and legal
- - -rr_——x. “She made me proud to be an pal Webb Hubbell shuffle off to

 “It >s a violation of human American.” Philadelphian Bonnie prison.
Hiliary'would dTfm foreign'policy rights,” she said bitterly, “when Squires told a Knight-Ridder re-

 1. ' “ i denied food or porter.
health-care reform — another ca- drowned or suffocated or their
tastrophe. !. . .
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The content of Clinton’s speech deflected 
much of the criticism by American 

..WHWW  conservatives over her appearance at the
undqUbtediy ' ^as nieaningful to many contereh^e. . Even the chief of the Vatican’s

PrMW.nt and PuWlsh*r 
• 4 W C.<PL-1=. i i-t. awi-Mw^rt

’^^^SSoMhooMww*’r; ’•

■*•■■■• Hillgry Rodham Clinton’s speech in China fact that many women who wished to 
Wflg a £_______ *-* a in ihfl AftflfetfiHCe WfifC tlltTlftd SLWcLV

masterful deflection7of criticism over the first by the.Chinese. 
lady’s decision to attend the Fourth World 

' Conference on Women.

An American triumph

9-14-95 9:19 AM ;UMKC U COMMUNICATIONS
5
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lphti^^^^eS\®pohe-chm  ̂ but subsequently wete obviously^ pleased at

If was an excellent speech. Hillary Clinton

also lett her most vocal critics at home at least

powerful message to the world, and a participate in lhe conference were turned away

' Any concern that her strong words will lead 
v- to further deterioration of American-Chinese

SM^*S3>WDota3 others who have been relations should be regarded in tte context of 
critical of her. gpiifc tp Beijipg at the forefront her message. Shpukl .fhc United Stetes tiptoe 
of the Arheficah/delegation have been put m -dujetlyvaround the abtiseS in China-while 
their place. Clinton did not mince words with playing trade games with that country? Or 

''"her .hosts in Beijing about the human rights should we use our position as a trading 
• abuses in their country. She made it partner to get a better deal from the Chinese 
?: abtindantly clear to ah'countries in attendance for its people as well as its dissidents? Hillary 

that the. UJS/is not waffling on its commitment Clinton spoke for the latter course, 
to imprQ'itihg human rights, even as it is trying Madeleine Albright, U.S. ambassador to the 
to improve political relations with China and U.N., aptly summarized the correct position. 

>- othSrpii^Wp^d pations. She^declared that. this country stands for
' As a woman, Clinton was. believable, when hutnan jights and ..That is. an issue that 
she said it is no longer acceptable for countries needed stating in a compact way, and Mrs. 

. to decouple women's rights from human rights. Clinton did that very well.” 
, Her .denunciation of female infanticide, genital rS rt<ntn

ntatilatiou, rape, pydstftytiqn, dowry burnings 
and^.other abides ^gainst women and girls

k not only because of who delegation praised the. sections that spoke of 
tau?e bf tier' gender. the protection of motherhood. The first lady

 rady^dwelcdurage in talking also exceeded the expectations of human rights

... .by won .respect for the

. ^Imton ^Iso CTiticiied as ‘‘indefensible” the temporarily speechless
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lived up to expectations. In fact the Chinese 
security people have been kind enough to rr

pcarances. They don’t give a fig fo; 
press. They don’t know about “spin.”

PAUL KOLSTVPon Tip

agree with the views of their governments. 
In China, this is high-protein stuff, and

tries.

!

X±I Sr
Now I’fi take that plate, please.

../i

!

As much as I
hate to admit it,
Hillary did OK
First lady did better than critics, including 

yours truly, expected of her in Beijing.

Pass the plate. I think I’ll have a bit of that crow. 
Not that bit — not the part where, in my last column in this 

space, I portrayed the U.N. Conference on Women as shaping 
up as something of a circus. By and large, the Spectacle has

J

McClanahan is a I  rj  
column appears on alternate Tuesdays.

policy. Moreover, this policy has been one Western fcmuiisis on issues directly connected to the national interest issues 
have been reluctant to address, even though It represents the ul- where progress is possible, such as curtailing China’s weapons 
umate perversion of “reproductive rights.” technology transfers, and resolution of the impa&se on the Ko-

She also condemned as “indefensible" China’s refusal to rean Peninsula, where 37,000 U.S. troops are still stationed.

^Aaa’s continued stability also depends on Washington’s co_

“ssage one step removed from formal dipi«nacy~Anydam- rights, in other words, make up only a small part of the picture^ 
.. will probably be short-lived and Americans must accept that in China our leverage is Ihnit-
In short, give credit where it’s due. The speech was a winner. ‘ 
Hillary Clinton did not mention China by name, but he:

provide the clowns.
It’s almost touching to see individuals so 

free of media-culture taint. Chinese security 
guards are unconcerned with outward ap- 
-------------- - -------------------- ,.,f bad

As a result, their tactics have been won­
derfully straightforward. After all. it’s not . 
hard to keep people from attending a meet­
ing. You simply shove them aside, or slam

one from taking a picture, just smear your of people to assemble, organize and debate openly,"
r—j;-------------- *. .... . .y , she said. "It means respecting the views of those who may dis-

asree with the views of their governments.”
In China, this is high-protein stuff and Beijing’s initial reac­

tion was icy. A' Foreign Ministry spokesman said the critics 
should “pay more attention to the problems in their own coun-

China’s rise as an economic and, increasingly, a military 
----- -------------------- - ---- --— P^>'Yer is ths most important strategic challenge facing the
Her dilemma was this: Failure to mention China’s human- United States. How Beijing deals with Taiwan, how it manages 

rights record would leave her vulnerable to domestic critics, ^ong Kong’s economy after it regains sovereignty in 1997, 
while bashing China in China could damage Beijing.Washing- 11 treats its neighbors — these questions will provide chus 
ton relations at a sensitive moment about whether China’s rise will contribute to or undermine

To be sure, the unvarnished character of her remarks un- East Asian stability.
doubtedly created further strains in relationship. But what she .Asia’s continued stability also depends on Washington’s con- 
said was appropriate to a women’s conference, which made her dnued influence i^Cliina and the region as a whole. Human 
message one step removed from formal diplomacy. Any dam- rights, in other words, make up only a small part of the picture, 
age will probably be short-lived and Americans must accept that in China our leverage is limit­

in short, give credit where it’s due. The speech was a winner. We simply do not have the means to materially influence
Hillary Clinton did not mention China by name, but her cata- how the Chinese government treats its citizens if it chooses to 

luguc of ills facing women prominently mentioned forced abor- treat them badly.
“rfanticide —- byproducts of Beijing’s one-child China’s rise is likely to be less destabilizing if we concentrate

lave been reluctant to address, even though It represents theub whcre progress is possible, such as^curtaiUng China’s weapons 
ornate nervaremn of technology transfers, and resolution of the itnpa&ee on the Ke-

China’s "refusal to rean Peninsula, where 37,000 US. troops are still stationed,
Even so, there’s something to be said for occasionally remind-

yi
E. THOMAS

them against a wall. No need for compUcat- Fant vjsas to inany w^° hoped to attend the parallel 
ed negotiations. If you want to stop some- fyi non-government organizations, “freedom means

hand on the lens. If you disapprove of a videotape, grab it and
y. X. * ... ._— _ & . . 1. ...... , . • I’ —

done more to highlight the reali’tv of life in China than 
thing since the 1989 crackdown at Tiananmen Square.

In the space of only a few days, the Chinese government has

i any-

No, ibu bit of crow to be eaten here was the prediction that
Hillary Rodham Clinton, due to questionable political judg­
ment, was heading into a no-win situation.

rights record would leave her vulnerable to domestic critics, Hong Kong’s economy after it regains

ton relations at a sensitive moment 
•—

doubtedly created further strains in relationship* But what she
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Hillary Rodham Clinton proved to be just the 
tonic for the besieged meeting of women in Beijing. 
With their surly Chinese hosts trying to stifle debate 

r and spontaneity, the women needed a leader pre- 
- pared to challenge the constraints and defend the 
principle of women’s rights. Mrs. Clinton delivered 
on both counts yesterday in an unflinching speech 
that may have been her finest moment in public life. 

Many in Washington had argued that the First 
Lady should not attend this conference. Human 
rights advocates feared that her presence would be 

*' taken as an official American endorsement of Bei­
jing’s gross mishandling of the gathering and more 
general abuses of human rights. Some conservative 
Republicans caricatured the agenda of the confer­
ence as somehow offending mainstream American 

, values. Diplomats worHed bout a chance incident 
. that might damage already t ■'ubled Chinese-Amer­

ican relations.
Mrs. Clinton demonstrated that a clear and 

forthright speech makes a far more powerful point 
than staying home in sullen protest.

Making good use of her prestige and eloquence, 
she resoundingly affirmed the conference’s main 
themes of protecting women against violence, im­
proving their access to education and health care 

-• and giving them more control over their lives. 
Addressing those who imagine it is somehow possi­
ble to uphold “family values” without addressing 
women’s rights, she reminded the conference that 
by helping to “bring new dignity and respect to 
women and girls all over the world,” it can “bring

•Mrs. Clinton’s Unwavering Words
new strength and stability to families as well.” 

Mrs. Clinton spoke from America’s own experi­
ence and invoked broadly shared American social 
and political values as well as universally recog­
nized human rights. She did not mention her Chi­
nese hosts by name, but unsparingly criticized their 
compulsory abortion and sterilization policies, their 
wholesale denial of political rights and their at­
tempts to intimidate and censor free expression at 
this conference’s non-governmental forum.

Then, in remarks that could have been aimed 
directly at the Chinese leadership but apply to 
others as well, she proclaimed that: “Freedom 
means the right of people to assemble, organize and 
debate openly. It means respecting the views of 
those who may disagree with the views of their 
governments. It mea ”ot taking citizens away 
from their loved on .. ?ailing them, mistreating 
them or denying them ..heir freedom or dignity j 
because of peaceful expression of their ideas and 
opinions.”

Those attending the conference responded to 
Mrs. Clinton’s points enthusiastically. Not surpris­
ingly, the Chinese Government omitted her speech 
from official broadcast coverage of the conference.
International shortwave transmissions will soon 
remedy that.

Mrs. Clinton’s unapologetic affirmation of 
American values is a departure from the bland and 
euphemistic rhetoric of other recent United States 
diplomatic visitors to Beijing. The Clinton Adminis­
tration should follow, her good example. ■

•

: /
/

/ ----------
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speeches by N.K.A. Rawlings, the

■ £ / '
gje China out”

J.N. Conference

yun, deputy head of China’s delega-

lations of women’s rights.

man rights once and for all,” she said the Lee visit Ten. days ago, th< two -Ewyooe knows the coon- Wa^iwim amtribuUd to this
to applause. nabou vr<.ed to a meeting of them tjnmg tbouf

 Despite concerns among many, ; r ters m late September gut not everyone was satisfied with -----------------------------------------
groups here that Clinton would shy ,nd to >- tar a possible summrt r^. Christo- roR M0RE INFORMATION <sO
away from criticizing China at a deb- meeting ■ itween President Jiang . „ c-^ « j r n V
cate time for strained Sino-U.S. rela- Zemin and President Clinton. And the For afuUtextofteW^U-H

action platform for the conference.Chinese ambassador to the United

^subditytofamib^aswdl.’

short
“If women have a conference m

away from criticizing China at a deb-
cate time for strained Sino-U.S. rela­
tions, the first lady strongly de­
nounced human rights violations
here as well as elsewhere around the 
world.

Although she did not mention Chi­
na by name, Clinton clearly was tak­
ing aim at the Beijing regime when
she said: “It is a violation of human
rights when women are denied the 
right to plan their own famUies, and
that includes being forced to have
abortions or being sterilized against
their will.’

Clinton’s criticism of Chinese pob-
cies fell on receptive ears. Approxi­
mately 20,000 women have been
_See CONFERENCE. A24. Coll 

CONFERENCE, From Al

struggling for days with Chinese po­
lice harassment, searches and restric­
tions on meetings and demonstrations
at the Nongovernmental Organiza­
tions Forum on Women taking place
about an hour’s drive from Beijing in
the town of Huairou. These actions
followed weeks of uncertainty and
confusion over the granting of visas to
those wishing to attend the meeting:
some groups critical of Chinese policy
have been barred from coming.

“It is indefensible that many wom­ 
en in nongovernmental organizations
who wished to participate in this con­
ference have not been able to attend
or have been prohibited from fully
taking part,’ CUnton said, to strong
applause.

“Let me be dear,’ she added.
“Freedom means the right of people
to assemble, organize and debate
openly. It means respecting the views
of those who may disagree with the
views of their governments. It means

opcuoas.'

Agency carried brief excerpts from

7

By Steven Mufson
Wutunfton Pou Snw»

and observers at the U.N. Fourth dent Lee Teng-hui to attend a re­
World Conference on Women, which tmion at his alma mater, Cornell Uni-
&sxo".^uJie'S

because failure to bring them up 
would have exposed Clinton to charg­
es of pandering to the Chinese at the 
expense of the conference goals. 
’ I- - ...
scheduled with Chinese officials dur-

Jiiiia
—

F-h1

A | tion and bead of China’s famdy plan- perfornung genital mutila- the U.N. conference on population

h was “time to break the silence allegedly carried a banner say- . own communities and when

riemned riohts violations around the

if she did deal with the issue, it could 
further damage relations between
Washington and Beijing.

In an interview with reporters,
Clinton played down the strains her
speech would put on.U.S.-China rela­
tions, saying, “We are working to­
ward haring a very comprehensive ground, a pwasc rimwu v-wr- 
and hopefully good relationship with ton m define his
China in many areas. 1  ’

“For me, it was important to ex- extremes American pobtics.

States, reobed in June, is expected to

a . " _ _ _ * a a Jm Art

desire not to antagonize Beijing or be 
rude to the hosts.

-You couldn’t not mention some of us v .

find common ground so that we may 
help bring new dignity and respect to 
women and girls all over the world— 
and in so doing bring new strength

-----------  . she also stressed the importance of 
ing her visit. However, Assistant Sec- women • a word (hat the
retary of State Winston Lord plans to Vatian other dele-
meet Wednesday with Chinee offi- have said was used too sel-
cials to prepare for the planned talks platfonn (or Actjon>

U.N. draft document under consider­
ation here.

In the evening, the head of the Vat­
ican delegation, Harvard University 
law professor Mary Ann Glendon, 
said: "The conference documents —

sliis SssS

planning.’ 

ssra-s, .isaSJS-'ss
w » swWi waww w ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ m ■ ■ ■ ■ —   

Madeline K. Albright, the US. am- during the presidential campaign who

China in many areas.’’

press how I felt and to do so as clearly 
as I could,* she said.

White House officials said Clinton’s 
remarks were designed to strike a 
balance between the obvious need to 

its treatment of the delegates and the

relations, some administration advis-

Clinton also tested some phrases 
likely to become standard usage dur­
ing the upcoming U.S. presidential 
campaign.

She opened and dosed her after­
noon speech with the phrase ’com­
mon ground," a phrase President Ciin­

administration as lying between the

The phrase also resonated here as 
delegates from more than 180 nations 
are trying to reach a consensus about 
the wording of a 120-page document 

------- . j setting new standards for women's 
b^.eeonookwdte.toulypbn- 
ning and status m society.

-However different we may be,’ 
Clinton said, “there is far more that 
unites us than divides us. We share a

net taking dtriens away from their-Secretary of State Warren “irenotbdldeooughmadmowiedging
■___-J a—.a. —»>■ ♦rate. v.__•__ .. .• ------ aricinfl

------- ---- - -! 
from widespread attitudes of sexual

’ Glendon reiterated the Catholic 
_____ ___ c ■—. — _ _______ _ J00 ahorikm. “It

Chin>. Itew> aodtod wOTM’s’ri^sabuses'com- wflTbe a'great repro»^
ngcucy uaitKu wm w££Tpt£ tTOSTl mon l

tights * - -
danian princess. Chnton’s name was

jn Defends Women last on a list of other speakers who 
. were not quoted.

/7 /If <“ *

rape as a tactic or prize of war.’Many

eral nations. ■ * ton, who upset some conservatives

mg them or denying them their free- Oidien.

ful expression of their ideas and chnton’s

sader against conditions in China’s

oes forth from this conference, it is tem, also dealt a blow to relations. 
State Department officuls have Reproductive Rights

China’s “achievements.* And the monung speech on health issues that
- — — - J — — — K. —. J — rt A rtft Art St ... * * .

clause that “in no case should abortion
® their own communities andjrten be promoted as a method of family 

-There is no formula for bow worn-
demned rights violations around the yjg toilingri...unit.*- 
world and rebuked China for its “in- __ 1*
defensible" treatment of women tak- furlher complicate Sino-U.S. rela- 
ing part here in a forum of nongov- Those figs were frayed in May
emmental organizations.

gloss on the issues, but to talk about ^eh woman makes for herself and 
what we need to talk about to im- her family.’

'■ “4 On Wednesday Clinton will make a
  speech in Huairou, the site of the

This was the most eloquent and jiqq Fonim. On Thursday she will

that human rights are women’s State Department officials have J^^nd^^uCtiveNRights mg to United Stat” 00 Friday’ 

rights, and women's rights are hu- just begun to calm China’s fury over ^jd about Clinton’s Staff writer Thomas W. Lippman in

loved ones and )ailmg them, mgtrat- ChnltOpher and Chinese Foreign the threat

X..1 rt/ *Rai«* a/4*ae tonn . ■ ■ • m.- _ •_ ■ --
UKM w — —- — ----- ------
remark* here by stresssig that she aP Church s oppositu

m other nations. “Clearly this if aU we have to say to a woman or a 
was a riobal speech oo women and girl who is pregnant and frightened is

' 8 Indeed, without mentioning the obliquely that the
---------- f country, Clinton con- ment should guarantee the “right to 

The news agency devoted more p^ctice of burning determine freely the number and
space to the comments by Peng Per- wben their marriage dowries spacing of the children [women]
yun, deputy head of China s delega- too small; the African bear.’ It is a phrase
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Uses Beijing Speech

And Marcus W. Brauchli

hl
she

/ refusal to . rH-w remarks probably would contribute to an 
tn ... had atmnsnhere. but I don t see it

World Conference on Women.

non.
wished to participate

harassed others once they arrived.

‘We have so many issues we have to ’l

«h t n„nr fated earlier events. Mrs. Clinton should speaa oui. »ub
th China had no immediate response to gestec1 the

A

t was decided that she’d 
It would be weird for her to go 

I not speak

Republican Sen. Richard Lugar of Indi- 
• • _ » »«—— AVKoatAM*** StFOTlR

m>u »»*»••«»•• ——------------- ---- #

and powerful sUtement” on human rights, 
but ill-timed and ill-sited and cerUin to

Ms*" .

Mrs 
name.

some groups to u. already bad atmosphere, but I don t see it 
as a fundamental setback. It certainly 
can’t be a surprise [to Beijing! that U.S. 
officials are critical of China’s human- 

" The Chinese, he pre- 
who ‘<K. wo'uld”tesue “a blustery counter- 

--- --t bac*the 10 
’ — "coldhearted and cold-headed bargain-

tend a grass ’- as a

!±«' “

-----------

Hillary Clinton
To Slam China, Though Not by Name

Mrs. Clinton also used her speech to call 
By Hilary Stout attention to serious problems affecting

And Marcus W. Brauchli women in many other parts of the world.
siaJt Reporter, of Tur. Senior U .S. officials said Mrs. Clinton s

^Sy'sKrnmlFc^'^

.■V'

/

/ 
/

Mrs. Clinton also used her speech to call 
_ t_ 1 — — »» • f Zk/»T 1 n CT 

women in many other parts of the world. 
jjjKcpor.cr.-j ....---------- , . senior U.S. officials said Mrs. Clintons

" BEUING - Hillary Rodham Clinton in_ wasn.t jntended to send a signal to
directly slammed China’s human-rights B^ing, but to address crucial issues toat 
record in a rousing speech to » effect many countries, including China,

women’s conference in the Chi £nd ..energiZe" the conference. It did

but she left no doubt that her her bul human-rights actiw
criticisms of state jSts said she should have cited specific 

’ \ repression of dis- human-rights abuses in China, 
sent and reproduc- still, by addressing sensitive Issues, 

SV V. tive rights applied Mrs. Clinton helped to defuse a contro­
ls to the host country. Versy over her attendance at the confer- 

-Her most pointed ence. she raised many hot-button issues 
remarks sought to {or china’s authoritarian regime, such as 

■' quiet critics who felt female infanticide, forced abortions and 
she shouldn’t par- sterilizations, restrictions on family size, 
ticipate in the con- freedom of speech and freedom of assem- 
ference because of b|y, 

/ China’s human- Nicholas Lardy, a China expert a the
r rights record and its Brookings Institution said Mrs :h ®

■ Hillary Clinton

forum running in tandem with the Fov

.......
rus' 

nied and ^d^.'artXnto and ana called Mrs. Clinton’s speech 
jsffixa ........

debate openly. It means respecting ..We have so many jssues we have t0
views of those who may disagree wim we the Chjnese . nuclear jssueSi
views of their fov®rnm1e"ts,’ q^’ missile sales, Taiwan’s security... this is 
many of the 5,000 official de’®|ate J? still another in a (series! of mixed signals

< ■ ■ 7

™ an hour's dnviiaway
!!!t^^^frontat,On Mrs. Clinton should speak ouTTh^

. Ch/l'a.A„a‘t rehXs' which weTTb'r^ UvZto d'o~so";To me it was important to 
Slive'intemationally and excerpted on express how I felt," Mrs. Clinton said. I 
line’s main news programs. Relations felt good about what I said. 
Beijing  d china have .been in Washington, a senior administration
S »VS«h^»es >s Chinese nu- .meUI said Mrs. Cltann's rough words 
c’earnieslsVandSwear»ns prolileralion. and were “part the SOTPl. part o! Uie
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First lady’s China’s population policy in spotlight
• <

>

speech sends
blunt message

clFrom wire reports
if

Says Sharon Pickett, spokeswoman for the

r k •

"I
.'V

!-

4

Her speech will be taken as

"We’re very pleased she 'rights, the more it will encour- the state-run news agency

a violation of human rights,"

7"" ’:7*'^-Tv ‘I- ''*?r.-.n' r

■*t- *•
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By Marilyn Greene
USA TODAY

' t
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By Doug Mils. AP 

IN BEIJING: In her women’s conference speech, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton alluded to human rights violations in China and Bosnia.

h

a
-• 7 4, ■

i

■y>

forced abortion, practices al­
lowed if not condoned in China 
and other East Asian countries.
► Denounced the crime, 

prevalent in India, of burning 
brides if they don’t contribute 
enough wealth to the family.
► Attacked the practice of . 

mutilating young girls’ genitals, 
prevalent In some African and 
Islamic societies.
► Chided China for the “In-

What first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
sees as human rights abuses — and said so 
Tuesday in Beijing — China sees as a key to 
providing its people with adequate food, shel- 

. ter, education and economic opportunity.

K 
I

< •

„ . ’ and that the entire world Is try- ment,” said delegate Dorothy
the first lady: Ing to move toward realization Thomas of New York-based
► Criticized sterilization and of human rights," she said. Human Rights Watch.

|L

i;;:'

J

of 18 million cubic feet of water a day.
► About 70 million Chinese live below the 

poverty line. That may help explain China’s 
policy that "food is the first necessity of the 
people."

only 7% of Earth’s arable land to feed those Belief that men are more likely to support 
numbers. With 94% of China’s population liv- parents in old age means a preference for 

' Ing on 46% of Its total territory, the eastern male babies. Tucker says. “It’s not that the 
region, China Is projected to have a shortfall government tells people to kill baby girls."

As with most central government decrees, 
enforcement depends on local authorities. 

. Despite stories of forced sterilization and
’ now at 5.7 billion, will climb to more than 7 abortion, Beijing Insists it is "against promot- 
,billion in the next 15 years and double in 45 ing induced abortion as a means of family 
years if the current rate of growth continues, planning" and says the one-child policy is 
► China has 20% of world population, but maintained by “voluntary participation.” 

only 7% of Earth’s arable land to feed those r

Shahin Gobari of the Nation- are women suffering human rights." Her remark encapsulates"
•  — ------ -- ’ Human rights “must be ac- the debate between the West,

O- A

BEUING - First Lady Hil­
lary Rodham Clinton got a
standing ovation Tuesday for
remarks at the United Nations'
Fourth World Conference on
Women, when she pointedly
criticized human rights and
family planning policies of the
host country, China.

With U5.-China relations at
low ebb over the detention of defensible" act of preventing
American citizen Harry Wu, many women, including the
over China’s missile-testing delegation from Tibet, from at- <
nnd over a U.S. visit by Tai- tending the conference.
wan’s president, Clinton’s ap- The loudest of several bursts
pearance was in question until of applause from the delegates
a few days before the confer- came when she criticized ChF
ence opened last week. na, again, without naming it.

Officials then debated for the “indefensible** act of
whether she should speak out preventing many women from
on China’s coercive population- attending the conference.
control policies and detention
of political activists.

Clinton cleared the air with got her message.
a straight-shooting speech that
made clear her views.

Beginning seven successive rights know that this confer-
sentences with the words, "It is ence is taking a strong stand made a such a strong state-. age the women of Iran who are. IRNA, said, “Mra. Ginton was

living under pressure."
But Thomas cautioned:

A number of experts agree, while differing 
with China on how to address the Issue.

■ “There Is a very reasonable explanation of 
Maintaining a strict one-couple, one-child why China has pursued the population poll­

policy as part of its population control poll- cies It has," says Nancy Bemkopf Tucker, 
cles, China has been accused of forcing worn- China expert at Georgetown University’s 
en to abort second pregnancies. School of Foreign Service. "Its population is

Yet In China, keeping those numbers un- enormous, and growing rapidly.”
der control is viewed as a matter of survival. Says Sharon Pickett, spokeswoman for the 

The country has 1.2 billion people, one-fifth group Zero Population Growth: “We’re add- 
of the world’s population. That’s more than ing another Mexico to the planet every year, 
Europe, North and South America combined, another China every 10 years. All the prob-

Chinese officials insist their population- lems we’re trying to address in our society, 
control policies are voluntary and accepted the environment, crime, hunger, housing, all 
by a majority of citizens, once they under- of them are related to population." 
stand the importance of limiting fa/nlly size.

The numbers:
► Demographers say world population.

1"

the Islamic regime, also wel- :ce." toms" of each nation, said Ye- rights are universal, and coun-
Homeira Yeganeh, art Irani- ganeh, dressed in a black tries such as Iran, China and 

u covering the conference for chador from head to ankle. < “

J

a vindication by those who said al Council of Resistance of rights abuses. They can’t wait 1
the first lady should attend the Iran, the main group fighting for there to be another confer- cording to the culture and cus- which argues that human 

" tnm«” nf oaz-h nnHnn cnirf Vo- riohfrt nro universal and COUD-

 others In Asia, which say hu-
She criticized the confer- man rights vary according to 

ence platform under debate each country's social and eco-  
for being based on "Western nomlc circumstances, 
culture, not on Eastern or Is­
lamic culture."

£

.<■ -X-. ■■

. ' ’ '■ . ■

only talking, and talking is very 
nice ... but I can’t understand

“Words are not enough. There what Is meant by human
I

7

Talking to reporters later. 
Ginton said she hoped China

, ’conference.
"All governments which in Others may see It as a sign corned it, saying "The tncre 

any way infringe upon human she should have stayed awayz " emphasis is put on wo.nen’i

ft z
ft:
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1BUSE OF WOMEN 
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morning workshop on "women and
health security." 

Addressing the full conference In
the afternoon, Mrs. Clinton expanded 
on a theme that Pakistan's Prime 
Minister, Benazlr Bhutto, raised on
Monday when she lOld the delegates

BLUNT SPEECH ON RIGHTS that violence against women thrives 
when there Is a "crisis of silence and 

I acqules�ce." 
As Mr5. Clinton recited her litany

She Attacks Beijing for Trying from the podium, many delegates
I . . applauded, some cheered and others 

to L1m1t the Free Flow of pounded the tables. 

Ideas at U.N. Forum 

ByPATRICKE. TYLER A\ 
BEIJING, SepL 5 - Speaklng 

more forcefully on human rights
than any American dignitary has on
Chinese soil, Hillary Rodham Clinton
catalogued a devastating litany of
abuse that has afflicted women
around the world today and crltl·
cized China for seeking to limit fr�
and open discussion of women's ls•
sues here. 

"It is lime for us to say here In
Beijing, and the world to hear, that it
is no longer acceptable to discuss 
women's rights as separate from
human rights," Mrs. Clinton told the 
Fourth World Conference on Women 
assembled here. 

"It Is a violation of human rights 
·hen babies are denied food, ·or
. rowned, or suffocated, or their 
:pines broken, simply because they 

.are born girls," Mrs. Clinton said, or
"when women and girls are sold into
slavery or prostitution for human
greed. 

"It is a violation of human rights 
when women are doused with gaso­
line, set on fire and burned to death
because their marriage dowries are
deemed too small" she continued, or
"when thousands of women are
raped in their own communities and 
when thousands of women are sub­
iected 10 rape as a tactic or prize of:
war." 

While her comments· concerned
abuses that have taken place around 
the world - the burning of brides 
occurs In India for example, and'
rape has most recently been a tactic 
of war in Bosnia - her words took on
a special resonance here In China,
where the Administration has muted
its public criticism of human rights 
abuses and is struggling to patch up
frayed political relations. 

China has been widely criticized 
for forcing women to be sterilized or 
have abortions as pan of Its one­
child family policy, and there are 
wide reports of female Infanticide by 

__ c_o_ntmue_!1 on P_age AIO, Column l
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parents who want a son. 
China's reaction was uncertain to­

night. Beijing's relations with Wash­
ington have been strained by a 
summer of tumult over the visit to 
the United States In June by the 
president of Taiwan, Lee Teng-hui. 

eo·ntinulng with references to do­
mestic violence, genital mutilation,
coercive abortions and sterillza·
lions, Mrs. Clintoo lOld the delegates
from more than 180 countries, "If
there Is one message that echoes
forth from this conference, let It be
that human rights are women's
rights and women's rlg)Us ate hu•
man rights, once and for all." 

A senior AdmlnlstratJon official
traveling with Mrs. Clinton was at 
pains after the address to explain
that It did not mark a return to a
more vocal confrontation with China

, over Its poor human rights reaird. In
recent months, Washington has 
sought to tone down Its public re­
marks on human rights abuses In 
favor of a more private dialogue that 
had few results. 

.. There Is nothing in her speech 
that in any way deviates jrom our 
approach on China," the official said, 
"or on our desire lO get the relation­
ship stabilized and to get some mo-

# mentum going. ThJs Is a United Na­
tions conference and #)e was speak­
ing out on a global problem." 

One bf the Democratic Congress­
women here, Carolyn B. Maloney of
New York, said she believed Mrs.
Clinton spoke from personal convic•
tlon after she became acquainted 
firsthand with some problems of
women In the third world on a tour of 
Pakistan and India earlier this year.

"I don't think she cleared this
speech with the State Depanment," 
Ms. Maloney said, "I think she spoke
from the heart and she spoke with
great power." 

·Representative Olristopher H.
Smith, Republican of New Jersey,
who had called on Mrs. Clinton to
speak out against "barbaric and
egregious" human rights 11buses in
China during this trip, said he was
satisfied to a great extent with her
speech, but believed she could have
·been even more specific In critlclz•
Jng China's abuses. He called her
speech ·�loquenl" and praised her 
for "raising the Issue" in China. ' 

Still, the Impact of the speech 
seemed to reverberate through the
ball. 

"She talked so eloquently about
human rights, and I thought It was 
very effective, because all of the 
women here will know that the wife
of the President of the United States 
also thinks about these things," said 
Maria Kamm, a delegate from Tan­
zania and member of Parliament 
there. 

In the section of her speech aimed 
most directly at China, Mrs. Chnton 
seemed to betray frustration over 

••'-""'·

"Jt is Indefensible," she said, "that 
many women" who had been prom­
ised visas to travel to China this 
week to take part In the conference
"have not been able to attend" and 
others "have been prohi1'1ted from 
fully taking parL" 
· • A number of delegates, Including
exiles from Tibet and leaders from
Taiwan, were denied visas to attend
this meeting and a parallel gather­
Ing of private women's organlza­
Uoos. 

"Freedom means the right of peo­
ple to assemble, organl.U, and de­
bate openly," Mrs. Clinton admon­
ished her Chinese hosts. "It means 
respecting the views of those who
may disagree with th� views of their
governments. It means not tak.ing 
citizens away from their loved ones
and Jailing them, mistreating them,
or denying them their freedom or
dignity because of peaceful expres­
sion of their Ideas and opinions." 

Ordinary Ollnese citizens did not
see or hear Mr5. Clinton'• speech,
which was blacked out on official 
radio and television. There- are 5,000
Chinese delegates, all selected by the
Communist Pany and all with 
1trong ties lO the pany or the Gov­
emmenL Others were �stricted 
from even coming near the confer• 
ence site. Their news was limited to 
a carefully scripted menu, featuring 
a blluard of ethuslastlc propaganda 
on the enormous progrss of Chinese 
womeri under the party's guidance . 

The senior party official in attend·
1 ance today, Chen Muhua, refused
· later to take any questions on the

speech. "I'm sorry, I'm very busy," 
she said. The official Olinese press
was under instru�tlons to Ignore
Mrs. Clinton's remarks until an offi•
clal reaction had been considered. 

'Afterward, Mrs: Clinton said she 
hoped the Chinese had gotten the 
message of her speech. "I think It Is
imponant that all gov�mments 
which In any way Infringe on human
rights know that this conf �rence
takes a strong stand and �at this
conference Is trying to move toward
the realization of human rights," she
told a news conference. 

She said President Clinton's goal 
ls to remain "engaged" with China 
in a broad and comprehensive rela­
tionship, but added, "we are trying 
to have an honest relationship." 

Mrs. Clinton's gravity and direct•
ness seemed to please both Demo­
cratic and Republican members of 
the United States delegation here, 
and thus the speech may trump the 
political disputes that have plagued 
both Mrs. Clinton's decision to travel 
here and the Admm1s1ra11on's ap­
proach to China 
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First Iacly ripS Chinese 
U.S. Rep. Christopher ·H. Smith 

or New Jersey, Republican chair· 
man or the House International 
Relations subcommittee on hu­
man rights, brought a congres• 

J)olicies··on rights 
sional delegation to Beijing Sun• 
day and called on the first lady to 
denounce China's coercive family­
planning policies and religious re-

- pression.

But blunt speech fails to name target rar
8
!::h�t�:

n did not go 

· .. She raised aome of the egre-

1
- •The rape orwo_m_e_n-.. a-s_a_ta_Ctl ___ c_ gious abuses wom·en auff�r

By George Archibald or prize of war," a reference to the . thro!Jghou� the world, but �e 1ti11 
n.E -IHGTON TIMES fighting in the former Yugoslavia. left 1t to tlie ears �d the mind of 

BEIJING - Hillary Rodham • The brutaliz.ation of young the beaz:er to d�pher .who '1le 
,..L.,�= · 1 b , 1 ti1a · was talking abou� be aaid. 

Clinton yesterday acorcbed .\...llllla. � s Y genlta mu . non,• prac- .. Hundreds of millions of Cb.I· 
- but not by name - and other nee tJ:iat takes p�ace m many parts neae women auffer· brutall�
nations for abusina · women and of Asia and Afnca. fl ced borti in · fo '
children. · Mrs. Clinton's blunt remarks or . a . . on, �ceranon r 

oa1 be full both surprised and pleased confer- their religious beliefs, forced in-
"Our i s .. • cannot Y . carceration on a horrendous scale, 

achievea unless' all govemm�ts ence delegates. . and yet a human rights conference 
- here and around the world -. U.S. Rep. Const�nce A. Morella, dedicated to candor bas yet to 
accept their respo�sibility � pro- Mary�d Repubh�, called the mention them by name by anyone 
tect and !>romote mternauonall_y_ sp�ech. superlaove. �xcee_t men, and that's unfortunate 
re�g���:rl:W� righ�," �s.... me�t��/

h

���e:�f 
ag

ree- �use it is a ·missed opportu• 
Cbnton 5811:1, m a  clear but mdir�ct Although Mrs. Clinton didn't Dity,'' Mr. Smith said. � 
reference to �e.country_ hosting mention China by name, "it's Mrs. Clinton, in her 30-minute 
�e �elegates ·at •l.he Uruted Na- pretty obvious," Mrs. Morella said. address, also spoke or women's 
tJons Fourth World Conference on Madeleine K. Albright, U.S. am· needs for more affordable health 

·Wo�en.' . . bassador to the United Nations care, better education for them-
�lth a �anted refer�nce � Chi· and U.S. delegation chairman, aelves and their children, more 

na s one-chlld-per-fanuly policy- called the first lady's speech a anti-poverty initiatives, and equal• 
e_nforced ��ro�gh forfed abor- "clarion call to the people or the ity with men in obtaining eco-

..tullll, steril�uons and the re- world" and said she does not be- nomic advancement and decision-
ported killing of-female babies _ lieve that Mrs. Clinton's strong re- making roles in business and 
Mn. �linton told the conference: mark� will wo�sen delicate Sino- govel"{lJDent. 

�t 1s a violation of human rights Amen can relations. �ose messages were also well 
.1 babies are denied food or "The United St.ates, as the bea· �1ved; by n:iany delegatA:s· 1

.
.med or suffocated or their con of freedom and �emocracy, I �ought 1t was obJ.�cnye, ele- · 

-, ,1es broken simply because has a policy of p�swng_ human gant and well-crafted, �d U.�. 
they are born girls. · rights," Mrs. Albngh_t said ... Our Rep. Jane .. Ha�, Califoz:n1a 

"It is a v iolation of human rights policy is to engage with � Democrat. It deliver_ed the ngbt 
when women are denied the right across the board and have an open �essa�e, and the audience appre-
to plan their own families and that "dialogue." aated 1t." · 

· • -- "Many or the other problems 
i�cludes being forced to have abor- are taken ca.re or when women are 

tlo�s or being sterilized against empowered through education 
their will. and the ability to earn a living," 

''.�� is time for us to say here in ... said U.S. Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney, 
��1Jmg, and the world to hear, that New York Democrat. "I( ,was a 
n ts no longer acceptable to dis- very strong, rocu�� §leech.!' 

cuss women's rights as separatefrom human rights." 
In a�other remark directed at!�e Crune_se, the first lady calledindefensible " the tight security _

see CHINA, pag� AB 

From page Al 

that has prevented nongovemmen- ·
�I representatives and organiz.a­
uons at a conference in nearby 
Huairou from meeting freely and 
holding political demonstrations · 
and religious activities. 

"Let me be clear: Freedom 
means the right or people to as• 
semble, organize and debate 
openl};" she told the delegates ... Ji 
means respecting the views of 
those who may disagree with the 
views of their governments. It 
means not taking citizens away 
from their loved ones and jailing 
them, or denying them their free­
dom and dignity because of the 
peaceful expression of their ideas 
and opinions." 

The Chinese government issued 
no response to Mrs. Clinton's ad­
dress. Her visit has received llnle 
mention in the government-con­
trolled media, even though Chi­
nese officials had lobbied hard for 
her to come here. 

Mrs. Clinton lashed out at a 
number of other human rights 
abuses involv ing women. They in­
clude: 

• The sale of women and girls
mto the slavery of prostitution in 
man\' countries 

Conference honors Abzug 
· as global f eminisrn leader·

Bv Georae Archibald M-IN0'10N TMEI

BEIJING - Feminist leader 
Bella Abzug basked in the lime­
light yesterday as she was hon• 
ored for her role in leading the 
global women's movement in its 
efforts to achieve full equality 
with men. ·

.. Our aoal is to • . . make 
women be the future in their 
leadership," Mrs. Abzug said in 
a lecture at the U.N. Fourth 
World Conference on Women, 
where she outlined her recipe 
for "power feminism." 

Speaking immediately.before
first lady Hillary Rodham Clin• 
ton, Mrs. Abzug said the U.N. 
Development Program, which 
funds her Women's Environ­
ment and Development Organi­
zation (WEDO), "has helped lib­
erate women from the tyranny 
and complete economic and po­
litical control over their lives. 

"We will not have freedom, 
justice, liberty or equality un­
less we can eradicate sexism, 
racism, homophobia, poverty 
and institutional violence world­
wide,'' she said. 

"Our unfinished agenda has 
been for so long denied because 

Mrs. Abzug said 388 
of the world's rich¢ 
men own more .. � . 
wealth than 2 .5 
million people: 

those who control the econom­
ics and politics of the sex roles 
traditionally have resisted so- · 
c.ial change because it would
weaken their power."

Mrs. Abzug said 388 of the 
world's richest men - "I 
couldn't find any women among 
them"-own n'lore"wealth than 
2.S million people. "They, their
corporations, their govern­
ments, continue to plunder the
economy for the benefit of the
few," she said.

"Power feminists" are not 
seeking "power for power's 
sake," she said. 

"It's not that at all. It's not 
about simply mainstreaming 
women [into all occupations 
professions, and government po'. 
sitions)." 
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U.S. made sure NATO allies didn't cold feet■

an internationalwomen's conference.

government

will

arrest, abuse or

back up our words with act.on," one officia! said " We are
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meeting in 
was the only

U.N -designated "safe areas."

Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon.

where the Bosnian Serbs will be rip... 
brethren from neighboring Yugoslavia.

J

diplomatic offensive to ensure that allies

support for the U.S.-led raids
Clinton administration officials

taking a very hard line."
The United Nations wants the Bosnian Serbs In withdraw

^ Maybe Miadio i. b^ on <h. .

Meanwhile, Assistant Secretary of Sute Richard

v-r-vi. wiu> .

Pr°teItel <*» NATO bombing
administration officials attached more significance to the

Yugoslav foreign ministers.
The Geneva talks are expected to last just one day.

framework for deUiled negotiation? J pr°auce 1

50U s Pfn1*0*1 resolution •t P^,cc uUcs beginning Friday.

clear militery disadvantege7may still do^bt whetoeTthe Wert 

” :.l sustain its current militery actions.

to DOti°D th“ 8°'™' Oould enonnous 
good Perhaps his greatest legacy is the Pell grants,

- ----------- —» ouu at omcrEuropean capitals to make sure no one got cold feet about
J*.__ * .

failed to meet U.N. demands.
T-- -

its threats.

New Orleans, Sen. John Breaux remarked he 

remaining senator who could say "y'all"
Calling himself an "endangered species/ Breaux vowed he 

*o“ld not leave his party. Of those who chose to leave, he

OH-14

Heflin of Alabama, David Pryor of Arkansas Bennett Johnrtn 
of Louisiana and Bill Bradley of New Jersey’ - .. _ -------------------- o-

Among Republicans, only Sen. Hank Brown of u Y.*?1 Pre’,dent Slobodan Milosevic,
announced he will not seek reelection Although MilnMinr «i.-----

In the House, tluee former Democrats have switched to 
the Republican column: Greg Laughlin of Texas 
of Georgia ai ' £ illy Tauzm of Louisiana.

ght for the values and programs I consider vital "
Sen. Bob Kerrey, D-Neb., who has the daunting job of 

chain^ the Democratic Senatorial Campaign C^littee said.

Hillary Clinton criticize, China for human right, 
violations By Uli Schmetzer Chicago Tribune
bo^U’ ChUW b • blUnt .he! cLese

borts and at critics at home, first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 

tn‘ici2ed Chi“ f“ i“ vioUdom of human 
wte.“ X.„Z “““ “ h0!““e “

Mincing few words, Clinton lambasted China's government 
for refoame vim. Io Ihoumod. of „o„„ panicXT 

ai? “ h*"“ lh°“ ‘H’S*'" who did

been prohibited from fully taking part," she said.

assemhl1116 d6"’ freed°m mCanS 1116 ri«h‘ of people to 
assemble, orgamze and debate openly," she addedIm u 
obvious reference to China and other nations that tolerate 
neither freedom of expression nor dissent

"No one should be forced to remain silent for fear of

•top the fighting and to start talking about " 
Administration officials concede that the West's

heavy weapons from around Sarajevo, permit free movement 
by peacekeepers, and refrain from shelling the remaining 

U.N-designated "safe areas."
"The intention is to continue until there is compliance " said 

Pentagon spokesman Kenneth Bacon.

Other officials said the bombing could continue even as 
preliminary peace talks get under way Friday in Geneva,

B> Terry A<l“ Chioao Tribune
WASHINGTON Before the bombs. Ihere were the 

telephone calls.
U.S. officials, working day and night through the long

W^mL^”^ SPCCCh tO 4th U N Conference on 

Women appeared to give l
. w uic wom<

womens rights are human rights," she said.
Thousands of African, Asian, European and I .tin a 

women wiped away tears and stood up to cheer in the

r5M J^ie imeetlD8 m'1s “ Bcijm8's Con«ress H*» o^y 
1 500 delegates were able to cram into the conference 
the rest watched Clinton on television monitors 

Afterward, one Western diplomat described hi

government aid given annually to coUege students ’ 
•If. fashionable today to malign Congmu. the federal

European capitals to make sure no one got cold feet about 

foiiX8;.1? ir

Well aware of the West's past failures to follow through on 
its threats, the Clinton administration wanted no sign of allied 
disunity to obstruct the message intended for the Bosnian 

Serbs: Your only alternative now is to back off militarily and

- -------- 3 at peace talks beginning Friday
U.S. officials acknowledge that the rebel Serbs, despite their

ow of steam, the diplomat aaid. "Maybe he's banking 
mil me • ..

— Assistant Secretary of State Richard

"No one 1 _________ _
religious or political persecution*

torture," Clinton said
r ■

Women .ppe.ted to iive new impem. «, the women g..Lred 

™.„,e ngnu ^1,^ ag,bst wJen

If there is any message that echoes forth from this

rights and

represented by Serb

military action on the ground," Mid State Department 
•pokeonan Nicholas Bums. "Anything that it takes to 

convince the Bosnian Serb, that it's in their interest to
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extreme oonurv.ttvet the Republics „ „ .
or^’””'*" *” 10 f,”d credil>le “txlitoi. for uver.1

of the races to replace incumbents in their parties but viem 
for those candidate, i, far from guaranteed *

In addition to Rhode Island and Illinois, where Sen. Paul 
Simon » retiring, the Democrate will seek to replace these 
other retiring incumbents: James Exon of Nebraska Howell 
Heflm of Alabama, David Pryor of Arkansas Bennett Johnrtn 
of Louisiana and Bill Bradley of New Jersey’

announced he will not seek reelectioZ

Nathan Deal

fortXu t bfoh,
XT At “xreccnl p®™00™!*® National Committee

remaining senator who could My "y'all"

i
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Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott, acting on behalf of 

I1!?!!*.1’011”8 h®45’ WarTCD Chnsl0Pher, coordinated the 

-------- 1 continued their public

were pressing the allies "to

Mid, "They've essentially «id it's not fun anymore."
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?
j

j

-j
It is indefensible that many women in

------------ - WUV Wil
m this conference have not been able to attend, or have

Let me be clear, freedom means the right of people to
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STUMBLING ON THE ROAD TO DIVERSITY 
By Clarence Page

WASHINGTON - Allow me to note at the outset that I 
support affirmative action. I think diversity is enriching But 
ple/ae don't judge me by the company I keep.

Some advocates of “diversity" seem determined to give 
diveisity a bad name. Take my school district. Please.

As my son was starting first grade this week, accompanied 
by his teary-eyed parents, two little first-grade girls who used 

to go to preschool with him also arrived, although this school 
was not their parents' first choice.

The parents had applied last spring for their daughters to 
attend a unique county school program in which only French 
is spoken.

Enriched programs like this in "magnet schools" have 
emerged in racially mixed districts across the country in recent 
decades to entice a diverse array of middle-class families to 
stay in public schools.

Nevertheless, both girls were rejected because they happen 
to be of Asian heritage. One girl has a white father and a 
mother of Chinese descent. The other has a white mother and a 
father of Japanese descent.

The county school system does not allow students of 
Asian beriuge to transfer out of our neighborhood grade 
school because its Asian head count is so small.

Last year only 11 out of the school's 519 students

nightmare" for her Chinese hosts and "a cold shower" for 
Republican critics at home who argued her visit to Beijing 
would be turned into a Chinese propaganda coup.

In her address, Clinton made few diplomatic concessions 
to the Chinese government, other than not mentioning the 
host nation by name in her criticisms. Later she told 

reporters she hoped China “got the message." There was 
no immediate reaction from Chinese authorities.

Clinton traveled Wednesday morning to Huairou, 30 mile, 
north of Beijing, to show her solidarity with the 23,000 
delegates from NGOs, or non-governmental organi^tions, 
who are holding seminars and workshops under the rigid * 

surveillance of a Chinese security force.
Madeline Albright, U.S. chief delegate to the United Nations 

and the head of the U.S. delegation to the conference, 
described Clinton's Beijing speech as a “home run." ’ 

“Mrs. Clinton is no Johnny-come-lately to these issues," 
Albright told a news conference. “She has been wording nn 

women's and children's rights all her life."
When asked if the United States feared negative Chinese 

reaction to the speech, the ambassador snapped. "When you 
tell the truth, that's the only way to go about this

On Tuesday, plainclothes security agenU, Chinese 
interpreters and members of China's “official" Tibet delegation 
mobbed and insulted two Tibetan exiles while the two women 
talked to Australian Health Minister Carmen Lawrence.

Traitors. You are the enemies of China," the mob 
pushing the women against a wall until Australian 
Michael Lightowler elbowed his way through to them

Above the din Lightowler yelled: "I am the ambassador 
of Australia and these two people are Australian citizens. 
It is my consular duty to protect them."

He then escorted the two exiles, who fled Tibet with 
the Dalai Lama in 1959, to his official limousine and sped 
away, followed by the boos of the Chinese mob.

Mrs. Clinton's powerful defense of women's human 
rights will be undercut if the U.S. government and 

governments around the world fail to take this opportunity 
to forcefully condemn blatant human rights violations 

occurring on the very doorsteps of this conference," said 
Human Righu Watch director Dorothy Thomaa.

nation as America tries to wade slowly out of the poisoned 

waters of its racial past Sometimes we stumble.
After their story appeared in the Washington Post, a white 

parent from another part of the country who had adopted two 
sons from Korea wrote a poignant tale of trying in vain to 
transfer his elder son out of a “magnet school" that happe: 
offer a widely touted Spamsh-immersion program

Without mentioning specific countries, Clinton listed 
as human rights violations the practice of female 
infanticide, a scourge in China where parents kill infant 
girls because they prefer to have boys.

"It is a violation of human righu when babies are 
denied food, or drowned, or suffocated, or their spines 
broken, simply because they are born girls," she said. 

She singled out the burning of bides in India by husbands 
or in-laws seeking new dowries and the rapes of women amid 
political conflict in Bosnia, Rwanda and Algeria. She said that 
5,000 girls a day suffered genital mutilations.

She also spoke out forcefully for reproductive rights 
for women. It is a violation of human rights when women 

are denied the right to plan their own families and that 
includes being forced to have abortions or being 
sterilized against their will."

(EDITORS: STORY CAN END HERE)
Hours later. Harvard professor Mary Ann Glendon, who 

heads the Vatican's delegation to the conference, served 
notice that she will try to dilute a proposed conference 

statement that demands women be given access to 
family-planning methods, including abortion.

Glendon said men must have a say in decisions about 
birth control and families. “Responsibility in sexual 

matters belongs to both men and women," she said.
Delegates saw this as an opening salvo in the battle 

over drafting of a 120-page action plan to culminate the 
U.N. conference. The Vatican is backing issues such as the 
protection of women from violence, more financial loans 
for enterprises headed by women and a more proportional 

representation in governments.
In her first speaking appearance, Glendon called for greater 

emphasis at the conference on traditional family values and 
motherhood. She called for measures to give mothers who 
dedicate their time to raising children official recognition as 
professionals and financial assistance, perhaps in the form of a 

government stipend.
Clinton's visit ran smoothly Tuesday but she will be greeted 

at the Huairou Women's Forum by noisy demonstrations as 
well as applause Rallies In Huairou have been curtailed by 
Chinese police, but many activists see her visit as a golden 

opportunity to publicize their cause.
For days this small town has been blanketed by police and 

security agents, many of them posing as official Chinese 
delegates, interpreters and monitors They have shouted down 
critics of China and Tibetan exiles and interrupted seminar* by 
demanding access to microphones, only to spout official 
Chinese propaganda
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Asian students may feel too "racially isolated," school 

officials have Mid.
Pleas to help increase the tiny Asian population at the 

French-immersion school, where Asian enrollment is only 4 

percent, fell on deaf ears.
Driven to desperation, the Chinese-American mom asked 

school officials to change her daughter's classification 
to "white," since that is her father's____

They did, but that didn't solve the problem. As a 
white, it turned out, she was blocked by another policy 
that discourages transfers from schools that are 
undergoing significant enrollment changes, which ours is, 
because of boundary moves.

We happen to live in Montgomery County, Md., just outside 
the nation's capital, but similar stories are happening across the
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I cant even tell you if they (the weapons) were moving

Mitchell, and an unspecified number of fighter jets, many of

course.

Ji.

people in this room about the rectitude of what we did. ...

history.'

Bush arrived here Monday, the first U.S. president to visit

.w.aaaws sxvpuunuttii president 18 being paid an 
undisclosed amount by Citibank to give two speeches. Perhaps

in the United Suu. and V.etnamese-Amencans who ciu Z

Bush suggested that such reform could come partly through 

economic development and mnrVrt ol- .

hard work of personal contacts and diplomacy," he said

i

session. Bui Hung, a bank executive in Hanoi, asked Bush why

i

I

>

candidly insisting that he still believes American military 
intervention in their country 30 years ago was the right

and business leaders many of them veterans of the war on the

I
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been assured by both governments that Vietnam is cooperating 
fully. But he said both sides should continue seeking to resolve 
MIA cases involving U.S. and Vietnamese soldiers.

Wu lauds Clinton speech Knight-Ridder 
Newspapers

MILPITAS, Calif. Activist Harry Wu, who had questioned 
Hillary Rodham Clinton's decision to attend the international 

women's conference in China, praised her Tuesday for 
speaking out in Beijing about human righta

Wu, who was convicted of spying in China last month and 
then expelled, warned after his release that China would use 
Clinton's presence at the U.N. Fourth World Conference on 
Women for propaganda. He also doubted she would speak 
frankly about China's human rights record.

But Wu said Tuesday that in her speech to the conference, 
she stood up and reaffinned the ideals which all American* 

men and women, native bom and immigrants alike, hold dear."
In a statement, Wu said: “Over the past two months I have 

had many reasons to be proud to be an American citizen 
Today all Americans should be proud that their first lady 
spoke out directly and forcefully in Beijing about human 
rights.

There was much in her speech which confronted the ugly 
reality of human rights abuses in China But for the untold 

number of political prisoners in China, a few lines contained 
special meaning When Mrs Clmton said: 'Let me be clear. 
Freedom means the right of people to assemble, organize and

1

In Hanoi, Bush says U.S. intervention was right 
By Kristin Huckshwn Knight-Ridder Newspapers

HANOI, Vietnam Former U.S. President George Bush 
■tartled a roomful of senior Vietnamese officials Tuesday,

Bush's response caught some of the audience by surprise. 

"I admire his honesty," said one official who did not want 
his name used. "But perhaps he has not learned the lessons of 

history."
Bush criticized present-day U.S. foreign pohcy, however, 

castigating Democrats and Republicans who favor American 
withdrawal from international affairs.

Citing such threats abroad as growing instability, 
nationalism, terrorism and drug trafficking. Bush insisted that 
"we must stay involved, we must lead and we must not pull 
back into a selfish position of isolationism and proteetianim ■

Bush arrived here Monday, the first U.S. president to visit 
the Vietnamese capital; Lyndon B. Johnson, the only other 

president to visit Vietnam, traveled to the former Saigon in
1967. Tuesday, Bush met with President Le Due Anh and 
Prime Minister Vo Van Kiel.

The former Republican president is being paid an 
undisclosed amount by Citibank to give two speeches. Perhaps 
the biggest surprise at the first event was that about 50 invited 

guests mostly Vietnamese did not show up. No explanation 
was given for the large number of no-shows.

The second speech is scheduled Thursday to an audience 
of expatriate business people in Ho Chi Minh City.

Bush s frip has elicited criticism from some veterans groups 
in the United States and Vietnamese-American* who cite the 

country's human rights record and question its support in 
helping account for 1,615 U.S. servicemen still listed as 
missing from the war.

Acknowledging that issue at the outset. Bush said he had

debate openly,' the bars of prison cells all over China rattled. 
"And when ahe aaid, "It means not taking citizens away 

from their loved ones and jailing them, mistreating them, or 
denying them their freedom or dignity because of peaceful 
expression of their ideas and opinions,' her Chinese communist 
hosts had to wonder if it was such a good idea to hold the 
conference in Beijing after all."
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Bush also gently raised the issue of human rights. While 
noting that he wanted "to see a more democratic Vietnam," 
Bush suggested that such reform could come partly through 

economic development and market economics, as in Chinn
"Sometimes, the best way to achieve (better human rights) 

is to lecture less, to confront less, and to engage more in the 
hard work of personal contacts and diplomacy," he said

Citing his own diplomacy, Bush reminded his audience 

that he had developed the blueprint and taken the first 

steps toward restoring U.S. relations with Vietnam.
Afterward, during a pointed question-and-answer

wa. shrouded in bad weather, making UN.-NATO verification 
of the weapons movement all but impossible

The new air strikes were forestalled for several hours 
"to go the extra mile" in giving the Serbs all chances 
to follow through on the weapons withdrawal, said U.N 
spokesman Philip Arnold in Zagreb, the Croatian capital. 

In fact, said U.N. officials, the Serbs merely seemed 
to be shifting about a dozen vehicle-mounted guns back and 
forth in Serb-held positions outside Sarajevo.

"I cant even tell you if they (the weapons) were moving 
toward Sarajevo or away from Sarajevo," Arnold said. 

By early Tuesday morning, as the weather around Sarajevo 
cleared, U.N. and NATO observers said they determined that 

no weapons had been withdrawn. A decision to start the new 
attack was made by midmoming, said NATO spokesman
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them American, took off from NATO bases and the U.S.' 
aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt in the Adriatic Sea off 
Italy.

(EDITORS: STORY CAN END HERE)
The new air-strike operation carries considerable risk* 

both for the Serbs and NATO.
During last week's operation, suspended Friday as the 

new peace meetings were announced, two French pilots were 
shot down and their fate remains unknown. NATO risks 
losing more planes as the operation continues. Military 
observers say NATO may also face a long operation if the 
Serbs stubbornly refuse to agree to the demands.

Many Serb targets are left. Last week's air strikes 

reportedly destroyed just 15 percent of the Serbs'
antiaircraft capability and 40 percent of their

communications network. A coordinated attack by U.N. 
rapid-reaction forces on Mount Igman outside of Sarajevo 
took out just 10 percent of the 200-some heavy weapons the 
Serbs have trained on the Bosnian capital.

"The trouble is the NATO strikes could go on and on 
and on and become a part of the war," said a former 
British army intelligence officer of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies in London. "NATO would be 

seen more and more by other people, not just the Serbs, as 
taking sides in the war."

And what if NATO "runs out of useful targets?" he
said. "Then what will they bomb?"

(This article is from the Philadelphia Inquirer )

T am not a revisionist," Bush told about 125 government

first stop of a private trip that includes visits to Ohim, god 

Japan. Asked to comment on former defense secretary Robert 
McNamara's confession earlier this year that the U.S. was 
"wrong, terribly wrong" to intervene in Vietnam, Bush aaid- 
"I disagree with McNamara "

But he added, "There is no point in me trying to convince

There is no point in dwelling on the past. We must look to tlae 
future."
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✓ BC-HILLARY-EDITORIAL op-ed:OC
Mrs. Clinton delivers
Knight-Ridder/Tribune News Service
(c) 1995, Orange County Register
The following editorial appeared in the Orange County Register on

policy has led to many forced abortions 
and to the outright killing of female babies, through 

abortion or infanticide, a sadly predictable outcome of a one-child policy in 
a country whose culture lays such heavy stress on male children.

In truth, it didn't take a tremendous amount of courage for Mrs. Clinton 
to criticize mainland China's policies. But many people, believing that China 
had bought a de factosilence on its human-rights policies by releasing 
Chinese-American dissident Harry Wu, didn't expect her to say anything. It is 
to Mrs. Clinton's credit that she thought it important enough to raise 
human-rights issues.

The fact that it seemed necessary to address China's one-child policy to 
retain credibility on the subject of human rights is a tribute to thousands of 
activists and writers notably including Claremont Institute scholar Steven 
Mosher, who endured official scorn and is unlikely to be allowed back into 
China after exposing the dark side of family planning in several books who 
stayed at the often thankless task of documenting and exposing Chinese abuses 
year after year. Though their work often seemed fruitless, they persisted
until the "international community'' had to take notice.

The international community, such as it is, will doubtless endorse much 
foolishness at this conference and in the future. But for a few moments during 
Mrs. Clinton's speech, it basked in moral purpose and a measure of nobility.

’ /
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XXX
Like most international conferences, especially those held under the aegis 

of the United Nations, the women's conference in Beijing this week will 
endorse a good deal of balderdash and ignore many of the real problems women 
around the world face. Moreover, it will pay scant attention to the 
constructive efforts of countless women to improve their lives and the lives 
of their families through individual effort unhelped (and unhampered) by 
government bureaus devoted to "gender sensitivity.''

But the most enduring image likely to remain from this mixed bag of 
a conference will be that of Hillary Rodham Clinton delighting most observers 
with her indirect yet forceful criticism of mainland China, the conference's 
host country. In her 15-minute speech to the assembled delegates, Mrs. 
Clinton declined to thank the host country and chronicled some of the abuses 
against human rights especially the human rights of women that are part of 
the Chinese government's record. She didn't mention China by name, but 
everyone knew what she meant.

"It is indefensible that many women in non-governmental organizations who 
wished to participate in this conference have not been able to attend,'' said 
Mrs. Clinton. It is reasonably well-known that representat’• of women's » 
groups from Taiwan and Tibet were denied visas by the Chinese government and 
that many of those attending an auxiliary conference in a Bei.ing suburb have 
complained of heavy-handed government control. In some cases the interference 
came close to outright censorship.

Mrs. Clinton insisted that "freedom means the right of people to 
assemble, organize, and debate openly. It means respecting the views of those 
who may disagree with the views of their governments.'' And she touched on 
one of the most sensitive issues in mainland China when she asserted that 
"it is a violation of human rights when women are denied the right to plan 
their own families, and that includes being forced to have abortions or being 
sterilized against their will.''

China's "one child per family
and sterilizations 



lillary Clinton Returns Focus to True Issues
(c) 1995, Los Angeles Times" The following editorial 
appeared in Wednesday's Los Angeles Times:

"If there is one message that echoes forth from this 
conference, let it be that human rights are women's rights and 
women's rights are human rights.** With that, Hillary 
Clinton crystallized the issues that have brought tens of 
thousands of women to Beijing for the U.N. Fourth World 
Conference on Women. Her speech Tuesday helped to refocus 
attention on conference matters: education, health care, 
reproductive rights, violence against women and girls and 
denial of human rights.

At the same time, the first lady put Beijing on notice .that its 
human rights record and other repressive policies have not 

gone unnoticed during the U.N.-sponsored gathering. In doing 
so, she dispelled much of the controversy surrounding her 
decision to attend the conference at a time when Sino-U.S. 
relations are at a
low.

A sign that her words hit a nerve among Chinese authorities 
was that more than 12 hours after Mrs. Clinton delivered her 
speech there was no report in China's official media of the 
address Outside of China, the Vatican, which has been critical 
of some of the reproductive and family planning issues to be 
discussed at the conference, endorsed the address.

Mrs. Clinton was careful not to overtly criticize China but 
she indirectly condemned its coercive oo ■ , one-child

' population control policy. In lashing out again* ha rah 
population policies in general, she said, "It is a violation of 
human rights when women are denied the right to plan their 
own families, and that includes being forced to have abortions 
or being sterilized against their will."

The first lady also gave a voice to the frustration of 
delegates of Non-Govemmental Organizations, whose 
meetings have been confined to an area 30 miles north of 
Beijing and stifled by heavy and intrusive Chinese 
security. Mrs. Clinton complained that it is indefensible 
that many NGO delegates who wished to participate in the 
U.N conference have not been able to attend or have been 
prohibited from fully taking part. "Let me be clear," 
she told a plenary session. "Freedom means the right of 
people to assemble, organize and debate openly. It means 
respecting the views of those who may disagree with the 
views of their governments."

The U.N. conference provides a once-in-a-decade 
opportunity for women from around the world to gather and 
devise a plan to articulate and direct policies that 
address their needs Until Mrs. Clinton's speech, the 
issues were obscured by Beijing's heavy-handed tactics, 
which included barring South African representative Winnie 
Mandela from opening ceremonies because she was late. 

In highlighting abuse and violence against women, the 
first lady cited many instances, including the thousands 
of women who are subject to rape as a tactic of terror or 
prize of war, as in Bosnia. This is one of the many 
reasons why women's rights are human rights.

F 
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z♦VASHINGTON INSIGHT: Speculation Rampant 
on Blinder's Fed Plana (t-X ioo« i a—i..

Chairman Alan Blinder. Many Fed ob^rven are convinced

Women's Conference By Larry B. Stammer- (c)

helm of the nation'a central bank. Some alao note that Blinder

believe that Congress should change the law ihat now requires

J e j * • v^vuccrnea w omen lor America
have dispatched delegations to China to challenge what they

veteran Suprei Court observers, the U.S. solicitor general.

see as

U24. Conference on Population and Development in Cairo,

anti-abortion agenda stayed away.

-0- some

conservatives will have in Beijing. They admit they will

The proposed U.N. action plan, when adopted, would not

latest proving ground and bully pulpit for the religious 
nght in its drive to establish

a umfying moral hegemony in an increasingly diverse and

Not any more. Evangelical Protestants have joined the 
Vatican and such leading Islamic clerics as Saudi Arabia's

For weeks Dobson, LaHaye and others such as former 
Pennsylvania Gov. Robert P. Casey's Campaign for the

immediate aims. First, to keep up pressure on the 
Republican party to take a conservative line in next 

year's U.S. presidential campaign. Second, to oppose any
COURT LOBBYING. State court officials nationwide, 

including California Chief Justice Malcolm Lucas, are engaged 
in a heavy lobbying campaign to persuade the Senate to kill a 
House measure that would eliminate funding for the State 
Justice Institute. Lucas, a Republican and former chairman of 

the institute's board of directors, declared it was 
• inconceivable- that the GOP- dominated Congress would 
dismantle the "only item in the federal budget designed to 
help state courts manage an overwhelming number of criminal 

cases with greater speed, efficiency and justice." Sen Phil

’ ------- • uk ocnate Appropriations
Rtbcommittee that will decide the fate of the $13.5 million 

^rd4,bouit«tl*«t weekend when he campaigned for

state's chief justice, David A Brock, vice chZi^of tte

effort to encourage other countries to adopt liberalized 
abortion policies similar to those in the West.

• • ------- ———wucn
be binding on any country. But it would represent an 
important international consensus on a wide range of 

women's issues from education to abortion and serve as a 
model for developing countries.

America'! Religious Right Takes Fight to

1995, Los Angeles Times—
Marking a major turning point in its political activiam 

around the issues of abortion, homosexuality and family 
values, America's religious right is striding onto the 
international stage by taking its fight to the United Nations' 
Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing.

Major radio ministries such as James Dobson's Focus on the 
Family and Beverly LaHaye’s Concerned Women for America 
have dispatched delegations to China to challenge what they 
charge is the conference's 'anti-family" agenda.

The largest gathering ever of women in the world, the 
conference opened Monday with 4,750 official delegates 
from 181 countries. An unofficial but affiliated 

conference opened a week ago in a nearby Beijing suburb, 
drawing 23,000 representatives of non-governmental 
organizations.

Until now, the Roman Catholic Church and some Muslim 

countries have provided the central opposition at these 
mtemational conferences, questioning what they see as 
moral failings in the conferences' attempts to expand the 
availability of birth control and abortion.

Last year, for example, Vatican diplomats acting on 
orders from Pope John Paul II contested efforts at the 
UN. Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, 
Egy pt to make contraception and abortion more accessible’ 

to women.
But Protestants aligned with the religious right's 

anti-abortion agenda stayed away.
"I thank God that Pope John Paul really blocked 

of those objectives in Cairo," said Dobson. 
"Evangelicals slept through the whole thing "

on Blinder's Fed Plans (c) 1995, Los Angeles 
Times-

WASHINGTON Speculation is rampant within the Federal 
Reserve these days about the future plans of Fed Vice 
Chairman Alan Blinder. Many Fed ob^rvers are convinced 
that Blinder is planning to leave the Fed when his term ends 
Jan. 31 and return to Princeton University, where he was an 

economics professor before joining the Clinton administration 
as a member of the Council of Economic Adviaen in 1993. 
They believe that Blinder will leave the Fed because he is 

convinced that President Clinton will reappoint Alan 
Greenspan to a third term as Fed chairman 

next March, shutting Blinder out of the chance to take the 
helm of the nation's central bank. Some also note that Blinder 

may not feel that he fits in at the conservative Fed Unlike 
other members of the Fed board of governors, be doesn't 
believe that Congress should change the law that now requires 
the Fed to pursue two basic objectives: price stability and full 

employment. Greenspan and others believe that the law should 
be changed to make price stability the Fed's only legal 
objective. Despite the
gossip. Blinder issued a statement saying that he has not ma/t* 
a decision about his plans. But Clinton would probably 

reappoint him if he wants to stay.

-0--

SEA STORY: Top Navy admirals are busting their buttons 
over the fact that the aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt is 
playing a key role in the latest series of NATO air strikes in 
Bosnia. Navy officials were demoralized when carrier pilots 

took a back seat to the Air Force during the 1991 Persian Gulf 
War. Not only did the sea service get cut out of much of the 
action, but its bombing raids often missed their targets because 
Navy attack planes did not have the precision-guided 

munitions (PGM) that enabled the Air Force to shoot missiles 
down chimneys. Since then, however, the Navy has upgraded 
its PGM capability, and the

admirals are quick to point out that the deployment of the 
carrier showed the value of maintaining "a naval presence" in 
key hot spots around the globe.

-0-=

American Family have earned out an intensive campaign on 

^^AZiZ Bin “ Soundin« Mw ow tbe Beijing

Because the UN. proposal touches so directly on 
religious issues, tbe Beijing conference has become the 
latest proving ground and bully pulpit for the religious 
nght in its drive to establish

a umfying moral hegemony in an increasingly diverse and 
pluralistic world.

It remains to be seen what impact religious

. • ----E>’ -—-J -vuiui UJVT Will
be in the mmonty.

Practically speaking, the religious right has two 

LOSING STI ^AK: For the first time in the memory of 

veteran Suprei Court observers, the U.S. solicitor general, 
the admimstration's top courtroom lawyer, actually lost more 

cases than he won before the court in tbe last term. The 

government can choose which cases to appeal, so it usually 
wms at least three-fourths of them. But in the last year, tbe 
solicitor general's office took part in 25 cases and lost 13. One 

reason may be that Solicitor General Drew S. Days in, a Yale 
University law professor on leave, has the unenviable teak of 
defending liberal causes before a conservative court. This term 

may prove oetter. or at least safer. Days elected to stay out of 
the highest profile case in the fall, the challenge to Colorado's 
anti-gay-rights initiative.

Gramm, R-Texas, chairman of the Senate Appropriations 
subcommittee that will decide the fate of the $13.5 million 

measure, I __ _ ___________
the GOP presidential nomination in New HampZ^ThL? 

state's chief justice, David A Brock, vice chairman of tbe 
insutute's board, spent about 45 minutes with Gramm. Later 
an institute source said Gramm told Brock that be had made* 

some important points in arguing for salvaging tbe institute.
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(Optional add end)jhriatian radio nations and in the preas assailing the 

conference as anti-family.
Dobson has called the conference "the biggest threat 

to the family that's ever occurred in the history of the 
world" and characterized its proposed action plan as 
"Satan's trump card.’

He has urged his listeners to register protests by 
calling radio talk shows, writing letters to the editor, 
brining up the issue in private conversations, and writing 
members of Congress. In China, his four-member delegation 

put on a workshop for delegates on the importance of a 

two-parent family.
Friday, Dobson plans to go on his nationwide radio show 

to assail first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton's speech, 
which she delivered Tuesday in Beijing. Dobson office said 
while she talked about the importance of motherhood and 
the family, the Clinton administration continues to support 
a UJN. proposal that undermines the family.

"There is nothing in the conference document that 
reflects her rhetoric,” Dobson associate Cais Mockaitis 
said Wednesday in Colorado Springs, Colo. "This document 

is really hostile to marriage, to motherhood and the 
family. We feel that the first lady is trying to put a 
pretty face on a radical agenda."

LaHaye told her listeners before the conference opened 
that the word "family" is mentioned nowhere in the 
document except to refer to abuse of women and children. 

"Motherhood is belitt' 1 - -.d the family is seen as the 
foundation of abuse," she said. "Why does the U.S. 
delegation support these idecs when, in reality, these 
concepts are extremely dangerous to the celebration of 

womanhood?"
LaHaye's delegation took anti-abortion and other 

conservative literature to Beijing in a move to influence 
the thinking of other delegates, particularly those from 

developing countries.
In appealing for donations from her 750,000 listeners 

to finance a five-member delegation's trip to China, LaHaye 
warned of the conference's "radical feminist agenda."

One elderly couple was so moved by her alarm, she said 

that they attached a note to their check saying they were 
buying fewer groceries and watering their lawn less to 

scrape together a donation.
"That really touches my heart," LaHaye said.

It also touched a nerve in Washington.
U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Madeleine K. 

Albright complained Monday, while en route to Beijing with 

Mrs. Clinton, that conservatives in the United States are 

distorting the conference's purposes.
A day earlier, Mrs Clinton, honorary head of the U.S. 

delegation, wrote in a newspaper column that she was 
saddened that "a small but vocal band of critics (is) 
trying to spread the notion that the U.N. gathering is 
really the work of radicals and atheists bent on destroying 

our families."
And the United States' official government delegation 

to Beijing has mounted its own public relations campaign 
to discredit charges from the religious right that the
U.N. action plan followed a radical feminist agenda and 

was anti-family.
“It drives me slightly crazy when I hear people going 

off on a rampage about the silliness that they think that 

is in this U.N. document," said Geraldine A. Ferraro, 
ambassador to the U.N. Human Rights Commission and vice 

chair of the U.S delegation to Beijing.
Far from being anti-family, she and others said the 

action plan seeks to strengthen families by advocating 
equal education for women and girls, condemning violence 
against women and the "feminization of poverty," and to 
demanding adequate health care for all of women's needs, 
not just issues of birth control and abortion.

One of the most prominent charges made by religious 
right leaden is the claim that the proposed UN. action 
plan redefines the term gender to not only mean male and 
female, but "homosexual, lesbian and transgender."

But defenders of the action plan say those complaints 

are drawn not from the document itself, but from 
discussions that took place among conference delegates 

during preliminary discussions in New York.
Indeed, Dobson and others cite as their source not the 

UN. draft itself, but a paper by conservative writer and 

lecturer Dale O'Leary entitled, “Gender The
Deconstruction of Women." In it, O'Leary reports on wide 
ranging discussions st so-called prep-com meetings, 
gatherings held in advance of the Beijing conference, in 
which participants offered input into what they hoped the 

final UN. document would say.
O'Leary concluded that the "gender feminists" seek to 

blame religion as a major cause of the oppression of 

women, and the use of the term gender really denotes "a 
hiddcnAmacceptable agenda" that includes "tolerance of 

non-heterosexual identities and orientation."
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NATO Aintrike« Skw to Move Recalcitrant 
Serb» By Tracy V; ..k‘>;.,on and Dean E. 
Murphy* (c) 1995, Los Angeles Times*

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina NATO bombers again 
soared into action Wednesday against Bosnian Serb targets, but 
it was becoming clear that forcing the rebel separatists to ease 
the siege of this battered capital is going to take a long time.

Soupy skies and low fog curtailed the NATO air campaign 
for a second day, giving the Serbs a reprieve they used to 
further dig in their heels.

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic said his forces 
cannot withdraw additional weapons from the Sarajevo area 
because Serb civilians would be left defenseleu.

"We are under terrible attack by NATO," Karadzic uid 
in an interview with CNN conducted in his headquarters in 
nearby Pale. "They are bombarding us so terribly that it 
hasn't been seen since second World War in Europe, and it 
cant be justified by any reasons."

Karadzic, an indicted war criminal because of his 
army's use of murder, rape and intimidation to build an 
ethnically "pure" state, has refused to comply with UN. 
and NATO demands that the Serbs' big guns be removed 12 
miles from Sarajevo.

In fact, UN. monitors detected only one of the Serbs' 
estimated 300 heavy weapons being moved on Tuesday, and 
even then, not very far. Most of the guns, which have been 
used routinely to shell the capital, have been hidden in 
the forests surrounding Sarajevo, making them tough to 

locate.
In Washington, State Department spokesman Nicholas

Bums labeled Karadzic's CNN interview "a cynical 

charade."
"They uid they were complying, when in fact they 

weren't complying," he uid. "It is cynicism and it is a 

charade, and we were certainly not fooled by it.... They 

moved a few weapons around inside the 20-kilometer zone 
around Sarajevo. They didn't move any weapons outside of 

that zone. And the West in this case the UN. and NATO 
had every right and indeed an obligation to resume the air 

campaign."
He uid the Bosnian Serbs "ought to learn the lesson 

this is not temporary, this is not illusory, it's not 
something that can be waited out, because there's a 
collective expression of international will here that the 
time has come to move to the peace table."
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T~Vst Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton’s speech this American citizen arrested this summer on his latest
week at the United Nations Fburth World Con- return to his native country to document slaw labor 

-_L gress on Women in Bering didn’t mince words, practices and other abuses in Chinak labor ramps—
Though she did not mention the host country by where Mr. Wu had spent 19 years of his life for criti-
name, she did speak out eloquently against the vio- cizing Mao. His release came in the nick of time for
lent abuses of women that are commonplace in Mrs. Clinton’s attendance to be politically possible. 

„ Mr. Wu himself, who had publicly voiced his oppo-
It is, said Mrs. Clinton, “a violation of human sition to Mrs. Clinton’s trip to Beijing, was clearly 

rights when babies are denied food, or drowned, or moved and heartened by her speech. “Over the past 
suffocated, or their spines broken, simply because two months, I have had many reasons to be proud to 
they’ are bom girls.... It is a violation of human rights be an American citizen. Tbday all Americans should 
when women are denied the right to plan their own be proud that their first lady spoke out directly and 
famihes, and that includes being forced to have forcefully in Bejjing about human rights ” Hpr tough 
abortions or being sterilized against their will.” rhetoric caused Mr. Wu to muse, “her Chinese Com-

There was no doubt in anyone’s mind that the first munist hosts had to wonder if it was such a good idea 
lady was talking about China. Incidents of female to hold the conference in Bejjing after ah " 
infanticide take place elsewhere on the planet, but Indeed, the Chinese government imposed a total 
only in China is it so marked an official problem. It news blackout on Mrs. Clinton’s speech —just as it 
is this dictatorship’s oppressive and aggressively had controlled the Chinese people’s access to infor- 
enforced one-family/one-child population control mation about the meeting of Non-Governmental 
plan that has created the problem. The sad truth is Organizations running in Huairou concurrently with 
that faced with the prospect of having only one child, the U.N. conference. Bejjing also has employed some
many Chinese are determined enough (hot to men- serious control overthe d'Icy «themselves, some-
tion ruthless and evil enough) to commit such despi- thing about which they have L •complaining vocal­
cable acts against their daughters as Mrs. Clinton ly since they arrived. Even the U.S. assistant secre-
descnbes. Though Mrs. Clinton did not mention it— tary of state for the Far East and the secretary of 
perhaps wishing to avoid giving ammunition to pro- Health and Human Services were not immune. Win-
life activists at the conference—abortion is also used ston Lord and Donna Shalala, trying to attend
in many instances in China to eliminate unwanted another speech Mrs. Clinton was giving in Huairou, 
baby girls before birth. And, of course, it was vdry encountered “grim-faced security forces, posted at 
clear indeed that the first lady had China on her mind entrances with their arms locked,” the Associated
when she talked about forced abortion and steril- Press reported. Mr. Lord and Miss Shalala finally
ization—both used widely by Bejjing against women made it in to hear the speech, after half an hour in 
who dare to violate the one-child edict the pouring rain. Mrs. Clinton’s press secretary, Lisa

Nor did Mrs. Clinton limit herself to decrying Caputo, did not 
abuses against women. “Let me be clear,” she went All of which serves as a very sharp reminder of 
on to say. “Freedom means the right of people to just what kind of country China is—and of how inap- 
assemble, organize and debate openly.... It means propriate it is, in the end, for so many free and rela-' 
respecting the views of those who may disagree with lively affluent women to be carrying on ferocious' '
the views of their governments. It means not taking debates about gender, sex and sexuahty in a place •• 
citizens away from their loved ones and jailing them, where their sisters endure daily tortures. Clearly,
mistreating them or denying them their freedom and China sought this conference as a boost to its inter­
dignity because of the peaceful expression of their national prestige. Mrs. Clinton’s speech served as a 
ideas and opinions.” . . spotlight on why China so little deserves such a boost

Once again, this is China. Indeed, Mrs. Clinton It would have been even more effective if she had 
almost lost her opportunity to participate in the con- given it here, since it so persuasively lays out why 
ference because Beijing had jailed Hany Wu, an the United States shouldn’t have gone.

Only Mrs. Clinton can give a good speech in China
1 Hrst................ “ “
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front, and the made the moat of it in Beijing/ '

what weVe both said many, many time* on issue* that affect
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were a notable contrast to the general pussyfooting of the 
Clinton administration toward the Chinese regime in recent 
weeks, in obvious fear of worsening U.S.-China relations. 

In all the run-up to the first lady's trip to Beijing
- would she and should she go - the central issue as far 
as the Clinton White House and State Department were 
concerned seemed to be the tender feelings of Chinese 
officialdom. If Hillary didn't go, would it be a snub? If 
she did go and spoke her mind, would she give offense?

Ever since the United States committed the unpardonable 
crime of granting a visa to President Lee Teng-hui of 
Taiwan to attend his Cornell class reunion in June, the 
Beijing powers were in high dudgeon, leading them to cut 
off top diplomatic contacts with Washington. But the 
release and return to the United State* of dissident Hany 
Wu two weeks ago led to the announcement that the first 
lady would go as honorary chair of the American delegation 
to the United Nation* World Conference on Women. 

Immediately another round of speculation arose. Now 
that she was going, would she be muzzled by the State 
Department out of deference to the supersensitive Chinese? 
And if so, would American and other women's groups be up 
in arms? Before her arrival, administration officials gave 

reporters assurances that she would not say anything that 
would upset the delicate efforts to improve II S -Thina 
relations. Some women's groups began to wonder why the 
first lady was bothering to go.

But when Mrs. Clinton finally took the platform, she 
swept such concerns away. While she did not, in fact, nama 
China in her attacks on specific human rights abuses, it 
didn't take a genius to match the abuses with the 
offending countries, including China's notorious forced 
abortions and treatment of unwanted girl babies.

Also, the first lady was quite specific in criticiying 
the efforts of the Beijing regime to impede the ability of 

many women to attend the international conference, and to 
have free and unintimidated access to it* sessions. "It 
is indefensible," she said at one point, that many women 

“have not been able to attend ... (and others) have been 
prohibited from fully taking part.’ Indeed, many conference 
attendees were shut out from her speech, which wa* also 
blacked out on official Chinese radio and television.

In Hillary Clinton's stormy tenure as first lady, what 

started out as a breakthrough performance as the new woman 
of the '90s soon disintegrated, casting her conduct in 
many minds as overreaching. She wa* not, after all, 
elected to anything, and her failed efforts to achieve 
President Clinton's health care reforms were widely 
regarded as her due comeuppance.

Since then, she has focused much more on issues of 

prime concern to women, including children's needs, and in 
so doing has been steadily rebuilding her stature in the 
country. The trip to China was a great opportunity to 
demonstrate her political and persuasive skills on another

It was too bad, considering all that, that her husband 
felt compelled to give assurances to her conspicuously 
rude and hostile hosts that she wasn't saying anything new 

or more critical after all. The chances are, however, that 
American women are going to think a lot more of their first 
lady as a result of what she said and bow she said it - 
and possibly leu of Bill Clinton for what he said about 
her performance afterward.

CLINTONS ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN 
By Jack W. Germond and Jules

(Vitcover
WASHINGTON - Just when first lady Hillary Clinton was 

making many American* feel better about their country with 
her outspoken if unspecified blast in Beijing on hi.™™ right* 
abuses against women in China, her husband felt it necessary 
to observe that she had not attempted "to single any country 
out" in her pointedly critical remarks.

"What she said," be remarked, raining on her pr-de, "is 
what we've both said many, many times on issues that affect 
China. Much of her speech pertained to conditions in other 
countries, not China, and some of it pertained to conditions in 

our country as well."
That may have been literally true, but the forcefulneu and 

intensity with which Hillary Clinton delivered her 
observations, as reported by American correspondents present.
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No sex please, we’re in Genderland
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gests that the story of Genesis is reductive “gender*’ to replace the traditional under* /' women and girls. * •

will come from breaking down and decon­
structing roles for men and women is, at 
best, a faulty conclusion, and at worst, 
destructive.

V.'
>»• *

ability — are noble and should be pursued I culating a button around town that states, 
by men and women. But the Idea that they Correctly, “Sex is better than gender.”
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countries, the difference between women’s ed in the conference have only one term to make you think they were on a mission tot Wamen’s conference in Beijing, it's that the

still not recognized as the consequences of that is “sex.” Funny how that is. Is it impossible to separate the empower- woman but is on a desttuctive missfon to
The reality is that biology plays a large ment of women from isolation and antago-\ eliminate normalcy between the sexes. If 

role in constructing both ability and limita- nism towards men? « " , this is what it means to be a feminist, then I
The stated goals of the conference am a self-hater. I concur with the Indepen- 

development, empowerment and sustain- ' dent Women's Fbrum, which has been dr-

By April L. Lassiter an already besieged concept in our society— the military to throw hand grenades out of As long as we continue to iubjtigdte
sexual identity. A whole cadre of women have harm’s way is because they can. Differences “human rights" to “wotnenfc rights," both 

“And the LORD God caused a deep sleep noted, and rightly so, that the feminist move- aren’t evil—and they don’t have to be erad- men and women will be the losers. Instead 
to fall on Adam and he slept; and He took ment has outlived its usefulness in promoting icated from our vocabulary or defied to pro- of addressing the most glaring injustices

five ribs, and closed up the flesh In itsplace. the health and well-being of women. Camille vide equity. * within the conference and the declaration,
Then the five ribs which the LORD God had Paglia says of feminism in "Sexual Personae,” This is not to mention the anti-male sen- liberals have seized the opportunity to mol-
takenfmm man. He made into heterosexu- "Fteminism has exceeded its proper mission timent that infiltrates the conference. Fbr lify traditional family structure and forced
ai lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual of seeking political equality fbr women and instance, the women’s conference opened an Unfortunate debate over how one defines
and He brought them to the man.'’ has ended by rejecting contingency, that is, with women martial arts experts fighting off sexualbehaviorthathasdomlnatedthecon-

human limitation by nature or fate.” other women dressed up in costumes as versation. Once again, the facile equation of
ccording to the Declaration on Women This rejection of difference in male and men. Another of my favorite efforts to widen the feminist movement is uncovered:
at the Beijing Conference, God got it female terms is further reflected in the fact — er, I mean, eliminate — the chasm Human rights plus feminism does not equal

 —wrong. Or at least, when he created that the traditional term “sex” is forfeited for between men and women is the language on advancement for woman
Adam and Eve, he forgot other possibilities, the more ambitious term “gender.” A word health and education. Apparently, science The ideals promulgated at the Beijing con- 
Apparently, the notion of defining individu- , count shews that “Gender” is used over 200 curricula are gender-biased, because they fetehce will be influential in shaping future 
nls by sex is passe. In fact, the document sug- times in the document. It is as though using do not relate to the daily experience of generations of men and women. We cannot 
gests that the story of Genesis is reductive “gender” to replace the traditional under* women and girls. r simply look the other way and hope that these
and might have been intellectually on point standing of "sex” as male and female some-: Personally,, I never found that as a female, ideas will be rejected. We must reject the 
had it explained that gender is the defining how liberates the individual from the real!* my soft drinks got fizzier instead of flat, or . efforts ofa few women who claim to speak for

According to the declaration, “in many least three of the foreign nations represent- portionate health of men and women would . If one thing jsclearly exposed by the
HHH-iar fktes rliwnninn’d Ari in tkiA r»nnforotir’o Vintra nnlv ntin tAt*Tvt frit tvinlrA xtrMt tblnlr wrartt am a 14’-

and men’s achievements and activities are describe occurrences in mother nature, and abolish menstrual cramps by the year 2000, j feminist movement not only faits to be pro­
still not recognized as the consequences of that is “sex.” Funny how that is. Is it impossible to separate the empower-^; woman but is on a destructive mission to
socially-constructed gender roles rather The reality is that biology plays a large ment of women from isolation and antago/; eliminate normalcy between the sexes. If 
than immutable biological differences.” role in constructing both ability and limita- nism towards men? - . this is what it mpnna tn ha «fhminict thnn i

This liberal coup is one more step towards tions for men and women. The reason **“ ‘ *
, Tj-.-: women bear children is because they can —

------------------------------------------ —----- — not because they choose a particular sexu-
April L Lassiter works on Capitol Hilt al lifestyle. The reason men are employed by
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R. EMMETI 1YRRELL JR .

T
he other day I was having an 
out-of-body experience with 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
just as Sen. Bob Dole was 

disparaging her husband's eco­
nomic achievements. 

We were en route to China for the 
United Nations' Fburth World Con­
ference on Women. She was prepar­
ing her speech on the infamies com­
mitted against women. As her list 
made clear, they were basically 
committed in the 'Third World, and 
I thought the list skimpy. Surely 
life in some African bell-holes and 
Asian boondocks is even more 
ghastly than she claims. 

Political 
rebuilding 
props that 
don't wash 
right hand moved toward a vase 
nearby, and whamo: My out-of. 
body experience ended. I hope that 
was not an expensive vase. 

Infrastructure - that was the 
key to our salvation from the Bush 
Recession. Do you remember can­
didate Clinton singing dithyrambs 

So I asked the first lady what she 
would have us do about these enor­
mities. The United States bas no 
jurisdiction over Phnom Penh. Slie 
mentioned the power of the United 
Nations and "world opinion." 
Frankly, a n:iore effective way to 
improve the condition of women in 
places . where 
slavery, forced ru,N�Ht!'a. _______________ _ 
pros t i t u t i o n ,  
mutilation and 
infanticide are 
practiced would 
be to reconvene 
the European 
Empires. How 
about giving the 
French and the 
British back 
their old 
colonies? Mrs. 
Clinton became 
impatient. She 
favored more 
conferences and 
speeches. 

Nor did she 
like Mr. Dole's 
outburst against 
her husband. I 
got the impres­
sion it was dis-
loyal for Mr. 
Dole to be so critical when sb'e was 
out of the country. Mr. Dole was·so 
rude as to mention that the present 
economic recovery is "one of the 
weakest" since World War n. He 
also observed that the economy's 
second quarter was slowing to an 
annual growth rate of 1 percent. 
That made Mrs. Clinton very angry. 

I tried to be helpful. ..Remind 
the cad Dole about your husband's 
fast train," said I, "and the bridges. 
Remind him of your husband's 
promise to get the tired Bush econ• 
omy going by building roads, 
bridges, infrastructure." I fear Mrs. 
Clinton thought I was mocking her. 
Those eyes of hers narrowed. Her 

lbtJ'al,on by��/ Loi AnQelel TmN 

to Infrastructure the length and 
breadth of America in the summer 
of 1992? He was alarmed by the 
Republicans' shocking deficit, but 
he would solve the economic prob­
lem by beavi.DJ up $20 billion to 
rebuild the natton, "To create mil­
lions of high-wage jobs and smooth 
our traru;ition from a defense- to a 
commercial-based economy, we. 
will rebuild America .and develop 
the worJd's best communication, 
transportation and environmental 
systems:• is how Mr. Clinton put it 
in his June 1992 economic propos­
al "Putting People First." It was as 
simple as that. 

Of course, the country did not 

� 

need a drastic rebuilding. Mr. Clin­
ton claimed the Infrastructure had 
been in decline for two decades. 
Actually, from the early 1980s on 
the problem was disappearing. "I 
think the proposal is a little out of 
date," said Barry Bosworth, an 
economist at the Brookings lnstitu· 
tion. "'The federal data showed sub­
stantial deterioration of the high­
ways in the early 1980s .... Now 
deterioration is strictly a local phe­
nomenon." Mr. Bosworth thought 
that the project Mr. Clinton envis­
aged wouJd only "overload the sys­
tem." And Mr. Bosworth was a Clin­
ton supporter. . 

Infrastructure is one of the 
trendy words from the 1960s, the 
decade·during which the Clintons' 
intellectual development began 
and ended. Their idea for getting 
the economy to grow faster than 
the rate in 1992 was to take money 
from private investment and to put 
it into government construction -
the least economically sound con­
struction known to man, It was the 
old Libera, i.i, a that we take 
money f ron, lht. taxpayer's left 
pocket and put it into his right 
pocket after government services 
get a cut of it. The Clinton econo­
my bas never matched bis promis­
es in 1992 and will not while be is 
president. In 'fact, bis economic 
slowdown looks more dismal than 
George Bush's. 

Another idea that the Clintons 
have preserved from 30 years ago 
is that social problems can be 
solved by waving placards, holding 
conferences, and issuing demands 
to those who are impervious to 
demands. The first thing Mr. Clin­
ton did upon election was hold his 
"Economic Summit:' There -passe 
figures who believed as he did pre­
scribed the obsolete economic solu­
tions the Clintons still have faith in. 
Unnoticed by the press during that 
Little Rock summit was that across 
town Arkansas' new governor had 
to convene a special session of the 
legislature to bail out a Medicaid 
program bankrupted by Mr. Clin­
ton. Now Mrs. Clinton is off at her 
own feminist conference produc­
ing hot air and the preposterous 
hope that tribal peoples in Central 
Africa, and herders in •Kyrgyzstan, 
will live like graduates of Wellesley. 
Well, Mrs. Clinton, the world is not 
jn need of more neurotics. 

R. Emmett 'fyrreU Jr. is editor-in­
chief of the American Spectator. 
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CONNIE MORELIA 

Cultivating common ground 
W:t happens when 50,000

omen get together to 
talk about their children, 

eir health, and their 
jobs? Lively discussioµ, heated 
debate, and new ideas. And that is 
what those of us attending the U.N: 
Fourth World Conference on 
women this week are counting on. 

Conference Secretary Gertrude 
Mongello ofThnumia has said, "The 
problems [of women] are not dif. 
ferent from country to country. 
They only differ in intensity." And 
she is exactly right Women the 
world over are concerned about the 
prevalence of violence in their lives,
the quality of their children's 
schooling, the challenges of preg­
nancy and childbirth, and econom­
ic security for themselves and their 
families. 

This conference presents an 
important opportunity to 1trength­
en the world's families, to increase 
the numbers of women in decision­
making positions in government . 
and business, and to ensure access 
for girls and women to education 
and health care. 

This conference is not about 
adding genders, redefining families, 
denigrating motherhood, or tearing 
down capitalism. And it is certainly 
not about ignoring China's dismal 
record on human rights - if any­
thing, the conference has focused 
the world's attention on the termr 
the Chinese people, particularly 
women, suffer day in and day out 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Burma's 
Nobel laureate, said it well in a 
videotaped message to the confer­
ence: "For millennia, women have 
dedicated themselves almost exclu­
sively to the task of nurturing, pro­
tecting, and caring for the young 
and the old, striving for conditions 
of peace that favor life as a whole. 
It is time to apply in the·arena of the 
world [this) wisdom and experi-
ence." 

Before that can happen effec­
tively, however, there are many 
challenges to overcome, 'Jake, for 
example, crimes of violence against 
women. Domestic violence is the 
leading cause of death worldwide 
for women between the ages of 14 
and 44. But, according to a report 
just issued by Human Rights 
Watch, "it is typically ignored by 
the state or only erratically pun­
ished." 

The study, The Human Rights 
Watch Global Report on Women's 
Human Rights, states that the types 
of violence women face - murder, 
rape, assault and battery-are "con­
demned by the criminal laws of vir­
tually all countries." Yet, these laws 
are not always enforced and in too 

many instances the pe?J)etrators -
when they are husbands or 
boyfriends - are rarely punished. 
Human Rights Watch offers up a 
disturbing and long list of examples. 

For example, in Brazil, where 70 
percent of the violence against 
women is domestic violence, courts 
routinely refuse to convict men who 
kill their unfaithful wives or lovers. 
The men are exonerated because 
they acted to protect their "honor" 
and did so in the heat of passion: 

In the United States, where every 
eight seconds a woman is physical-

.. ly abused, we have evidence that the 
"beat of passion/honor" defense is 
alive and well right here. Senteocing 
a man who killed his .wife after he 
found her in bed with her lover, a 
Maryland judge said last year. "1 
�riously won4er bow many iµar­
ned men . .. wt-ul� h,.-we the strength 
to walk away N ,thou, inflicting some
corporal purushmenc." 

In Russi.a, where one in five mur-

nations including Haiti, Pakistan, 
and even in the United Stat.es. 

Other issues also will be high on 
the conference's agenda. The edu-. 
-cation of girls and the advancement 
of health care for women will be 
discussed and debated this week. 
1\vo-tbirds of the world's illiterate 
adults are women and two-thirds of 
the 130 million children who go 
without primary school education 
are girls. · •. 

Women's health worldwide is 
often i)recarious, especially in 
developing countries. Of particular 
concern is the HIV-AIDS epidem­
ic among women. Today, women 
represent 40 percent of lilV-infect -
ed adults; by 2000, it is predicted 
that 15 million women will become 
infected. During the 1990s, 2.9 mil­
lion women around the globe will 
die from AIDS. 

All of us in the U.S. delegation -
from the first lady to members of 
Congress to Sister Ann Kelly, presi-

· U.N. .. · 
\\t>RLp CONFERENtf.
ON WOMEN. 

CHINA 

dervictims is killed by a spouse and 
most of those killed are women, bat­
tered women who call the police for 
help are ignored because domestic 
violence is a private matter. 

Rape is prohibited under every 
national law and under all interna­
tional laws regarding international 

. and internal conflicts. Yet, the rape 
of women and girls as a consequence 
of.warfare and as a tool of political 
repression is an accepted fact of life 
in many parts of the world. Combat­
ants in such places as the former 
Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Peru, and 
Kashmir have routinely used rape to 
terrorize civilian populations, to 
expedite "ethnic cleansing," or to 
reward mercenary soldiers. 

Human Rights Watch has docu­
mented rape by security forces and 
prison guards to get information or 
confessions or simply to abuse 
incarcerated women in many 

dent of the College of New Rochelle 
- are here in Beijing because we
want a world for for our children
that is free of bate andtermr, pover­
ty and disease; a world where they
will be free to develop their gifts and
talents unhindered by bias and dis­
c;rimination. Some may deride these
goals as unattainable and perhaps
naive, but engage the effort we must

Whether the issue is advancing 
hunian rights, promoting sustain­
able development, or mediating 
issues of war and peace, women 
will take an active role in their 
countries and around the world. 
The U.N. Fourth World Con!er­
ence on Women is charting their 
course. 

Connie Morella is a Republican 
member of the U.S. House of Rep­
resentatives frorn Maryland. 
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HEADLINE: Three cheers for Hillary Rodham Clinton

BYLINE: PAUL GREENBERG

Hillary Clinton's plea doesn't sound much different from that of 
the Chinese students whose government mowed them down six years ago 
in Tiananmen Square - not far from where she was speaking last week.

One wishes she had mentioned those martyrs specifically, for they had 
expressed their faith in America, or at least in what America stands 
for, by proudly erecting their own Statue of Liberty in the square.

BODY:
I was wrong.

Copyright 1995 The Kansas City Star Co.
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For example, the pretense that women's rights have nothing to do 
with human rights, and that one set of rights can be defended without 
speaking out for the other. She attacked that dubious premise without 
hesitation: "It is time for us to say here in Beijing, and the world 
to hear, that it is no longer acceptable to discuss women's rights as 
separate from human rights."

I had anticipated that Hillary Clinton's appearance at the 
Women's Conference in Beijing would be just another shadow play in 
which she would make the usual, oh-so-diplomatic references to the 
Butchers of Tiananmen Square. Instead, the first lady recognized that 
this was no time to be a lady, and she went down the line of 
forbidden topics, speaking out on one after the other.

"Freedom means the right of people to assemble, organize and 
debate openly. It means respecting the views of those who may 
disagree with the views of their governments. It means not taking 
citizens away from their loved ones and jailing them, mistreating 
them or denying them their freedom or dignity because of peaceful 
expression of their ideas and opinions."

Nor did Hillary Clinton fall for the usual divide between social 
and political rights. This kind of doublethink lets some of the 
delegates raise Cain about discrimination against women without 
noting the completely equal political repression of both men and 
women in tyrannies like Communist China. Instead, Hillary Clinton 
spoke out:

SECTION: OPINION;

SOURCE: 1995, Los Angeles Times Syndicate
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And the

Spies were everywhere at this conference, and the representatives 
from various organizations dedicated to human rights remained under 
close surveillance, both at Beijing and at Huairou some 30 miles 
away, where delegates from non-governmental organizations were 
sequestered.

The demonstrators at Huairou were supposed to stay within the 
conference site, but soon they were moving out into the city, 
familiar strains of "We Shall Overcome" could be heard in the 
streets.

Not that the Chinese people will hear Hillary Clinton's words if 
their government has its way. Her address wasn't carried on official 
radio and television. The Chinese delegates in the great hall might 
have heard her, but all 5,000 of them have been carefully screened by 
party and government for ideological reliability. Still, some of them 
will not remain deaf to Ms. Clinton's appeal. Even the best trained 
human beings may prove susceptible to the attractions of liberty.

The cracks are already appearing, and widening, in communism's 
last great redoubt. The world's most populous nation reaches out 
again for freedom, and one notes with pride that Hillary Clinton of 
Little Rock, Ark., has done her part to speed the process.

If the administration would adopt Hillary Clinton's tone toward 
Beijing, rather than truckling to this paper tiger, freedom might 
come to China all the sooner. Instead, the usual State Department 

A senior Chinese official in attendance had no comment on the 
first lady's speech, which was prudent. No sense thinking out loud 
before the government tells one what to think. The silence from Red 
China's leaders on Hillary Clinton's speech was eloquent; it shouted 
guilt, shame and fear. Instead of commenting on this highlight of the 
conference, official propaganda featured an "anti-imperialist" 
rally against, yes. Uncle Sam.

It would also have been a welcome gesture if Hillary Clinton 
could have brought herself actually to speak the words Taiwan and 
Tibet in this setting. But considering how far Hillary Clinton has 
come, and not just in miles, let us cheer what she did have the 
courage and candor to say at Beijing.

The crumbling regime on the Chinese mainland seems every bit as 
afraid of ideas as the already crumbled Soviet Union. Ideas have a 
tendency to spread. Like life itself. Long before the dawning of 
freedom in the Soviet empire, Ilya Ehrenburg could see it coming, and 
why. "If the whole world were to be covered with asphalt," he 
wrote, "one day a crack would appear in the asphalt, and in that 
crack grass would grow."

"It is indefensible," as Hillary Clinton noted, that many women 
who were promised visas to the conference "have not been able to 
attend" while others have been "prohibited from fully taking part" 
in the proceedings. It's as if their ideas about the freedom and 
dignity of all human beings might prove infectious. And they will.
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types were on hand in Beijing to minimize the impact of her 
unflinching words. "There is nothing in her speech," the press was 
assured, that in any way deviates from our approach on China " 
Uh huh. Try telling that to anyone who heard her. There is still a 
freedom tide in the world, and last week Hillary Clinton was riding 
it. Hooray for her.
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BYLINE: RICH HOOD, Editorial Page Editor

Repeatedly, she has displayed a canny grasp of political strategy.

She has stumbled, of course, as when she created lame and 
ever-more-creative stories of how she managed to make a killing from 

Some people have never been comfortable with someone as bright, 
talented and focused as Hillary Clinton at the right hand of the 
president.

In fact, one conservative activist in Kansas City assessed his 
fears of the lady from Little Rock before her husband won the White 
House. "I don't care how many women Bill Clinton has slept with 
before or after marriage," the conservative said in an interview.

It must have been a bittersweet experience for the constant 
critics of this highly intelligent, strongly motivated and 
strong-willed woman.

Time and again - in spite of her most spirited denials - she has 
evoked rage from conservatives convinced that she supports the rights 
of children above those of their parents.

Copyright 1995 The Kansas City Star Co. 
THE KANSAS CITY STAR

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton made Americans proud last week. America's 

first lady marched into the heart of brutality-besieged China and 
denounced that country's grossest human rights abuses.

SECTION: OPINION;

"I care about the woman who will be sleeping beside him in the White 
House. Hillary is a far bigger problem than Bill ever could be."

Hillary Clinton has been an articulate and compelling advocate 
for women's causes as she sees them for more than 25 years. She has 
demonstrated her ability to excel in the male-dominated field of law.

Clinton made two strong speeches that lacerated a wide range of 
human rights abuses by China and other countries around the world. In 
so doing, she won the grudging admiration of some American 
conservatives who had denounced her attendance there as honorary 
chairwoman of the American delegation to the international women's 
conference. She also won praise from liberals delighted to see a 
strong, proud American woman at the forefront of the battle to 
improve conditions for women and families all around the globe.
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the cattle futures market while serving as first lady of Arkansas.

In the early hours after the speeches it was difficult to predict 
with certainty how the Chinese government would react to being 

"It is a violation of human rights when women are doused with 
gasoline, set on fire and burned to death because their marriage 
dowries are deemed too small ... "or "when thousands of women 
are raped in their own communities and when thousands of women are 
subjected to rape as a tactic or prize of war."

Her denials in the Whitewater scandal are also increasingly harder to 
believe.

Fully in character with their secretive and oppressive regime, 
Chinese leaders attempted to ignore the first ladyzs stinging 
speeches. The first lady's words were blacked out on official Chinese 
radio and television and not reported in other parts of the Chinese 
media, pending analysis and official reaction by the Chinese 
government.

She also criticized China and other totalitarian regimes for 
repressing free expression by their citizens. "Freedom means the 
right of people to assemble, organize and debate openly. It means 
respecting the views of those who may disagree with the views of 
their governments. It means not taking citizens away from their loved 
ones and jailing them, mistreating them, or denying them their 
freedom or dignity because of peaceful expression of their ideas and 
opinions."

"It is a violation of human rights when babies are denied food, 
or drowned, or suffocated, or their spines broken, simply because 
they are born girls," she said, "or when women and girls are sold 
into slavery or prostitution for human greed.

In a belated recognition of an abhorrent truth that too many 
feminists had denied for too long, Mrs. Clinton also chastised China 
for its policies of female infanticide and forcing women to be 
sterilized or to submit to abortions, all in the name of limiting its 
population.

She was absolutely correct to declare: "It is time for us to say 
here in Beijing, and the world to hear, that it is no longer 
acceptable to discuss women's rights as separate from human rights.

But her most visible and embarrassing pratfall came after she and 
the president made her czar of an ill-advised and short-sighted 
overhaul of the nation's health care system. That massive effort was 
killed by bad timing and too much secrecy and arrogance on the part 
of Hillary Rodham Clinton and other administration officials.

But that was then, and this is now. Now this country and women 
the world over owe a serious debt of gratitude to Mrs. Clinton for 
calmly, courageously and concisely declaring the truth about human 
rights abuses.
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Regardless of how Chinese officials react, however, this country 
has the right to be proud of its first lady for her forthright 
denunciation of the Chinese and others who systematically abuse 
women. Stripping aside all the ideological labels, no one can in good 
conscience defend the types of abuses Hillary Rodham Clinton assailed 
last week in China.

criticized so strongly in front of the world. What is known is that 
China has demonstrated it has a massive talent for misjudging how the 
world will react to its various atrocities.
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Susan B. Anthony 
would be appalled.

are the “source of war on the planet” To Mr. Z. 
we send a copy of “Lysistrata.”

Back home, we offer our perennial favorite, 
The Blind Justice Award, to Maryland Judge Rob­
ert E. Cahill, who sentenced wife-murderer Ken­
neth Peacock to a mere 18 months in jail Pea­
cock killed his wife after finding her in bed with 
another man. “I shudder to think what I would 
do," said the sympathetic judge. We shudder to 
think what he did and send him an eyeopener.

What shall we do for the winners of The Rag­
ing Hormonal Imbalance Prize? At a baseball 
game dedicated to “Strike Out Domestic Vio­
lence” in Durham, N.C., 10 ball players—four 
Warthogs and six Bulls—broke into a free-for-all 
slugfest To such role models of male restraint, 
may we suggest a sample of estrogen.

We nearly retired The Unequal Pay For Equal 
WorkT-shirtButthisyeartheDemocraticNa- 
bonal Committee brochure offered high,rollers : 
dinner with President Bill for $100,000 and a

mate, he answered, “Sophia Loren is not a citi­
zen.” We will let New Jersey Gov. Christie 
Whitman deliver this award, upside the head.

meeting with Lady Hillary for $1,000. We’re. .. _ 
used to earning 73 cents for every male dollar, 
but a penny?

Let us not forget those chivalrous, young 
“knobs" at the Citadel who reacted to Shannon 
Faulkner's departure with grunts of joy. What 
shall we give them? A Superstars of Sexism but­
ton? No, I have it 100 women in next year’s 
freshman class.

Ah, but boys will be boys. Or boys will be Mar­
tians or whatever. For Gender Spadness—it’s 
going around—we pin the ribbon on Sen. Trent 
Lott The Republican majority whip, talking about 
right brain/left brain, male/female politics, said, “I 
think that we’re the party of Mars, but we would 
like to have the Venus side of American society in 
our party too.” We award him the prize for gen­
der-babble. We deeply hope that by next year, 
well all use both sides of the brain.

© 1995, The Boston Globe Newspaper Co.
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BOSTON—We were going to pass up The 
Equal Rites Award ceremony this year. Normal­
ly we pay homage to our foremothers on Aug. 
26 by dispensing prizes to those who have done 
their best in the past year to set back the prog­
ress of women.

But this year we were far. too busy celebrat­
ing the 75th anniversary of suffrage with bal­
loons, speeches, hats and horns and history. We 
forgot about the present

When the news spread that we would not 
hold the annual event, however, our one-woman 
awards committee was besieged with demands 
that we reconsider. After all, we were told, we 
couldn’t let the villains of 1995 go, urn, unre­
warded. The ghost of Susan B. Anthony was ap­
palled at our neglect.

So our committee called an emergency all- 
night session, poring over the worthy contes­
tants. Now we once again offer up our some­
what belated but heartfelt awards. The enve­
lopes, please. ,

This year The Battle of the Sexes Blue Rib-, 
bon goes to a man who has literally promoted 
this struggle. It is Don King, who orchestrated 
Mike Tyson’s “Day of Redemption" in Harlem, 
thereby enshrining the rapist as role model. To 
Don we award a good haircut and our hopes for 
a sore loser.

Speaking of losers. The Deadbeat Dad Award 
will not go to Jeffrey Nichols, the so-called king of 
deadbeats who owes $500,000 in child support. 
His dishonorable mention pales next to David 
Doucette, who denied paternity of daughter Au­
drey when her mother sought child support. Af­
ter the little girl’s death, however, he tried to get 
the father’s share of a $900,000 wrongful death 
settlement Is there a DNA code for scum?

The Gender Gap Gavel, designed for the po­
litical candidate who’s lost his way in the great 
divide, goes to Phil Gramm. When Sen. Gramm 
was asked if he’d consider a woman as running 

REUTER

And while we are in the trenches, we must 
offer The Double Standard-Bearer prize to 
Newt Gingrich, whose college history course of­
fers up the news that women are no good at war 
because they "have biological problems staying 
in a ditch for 30 days because they get infec­
tions ... while men are basically little piglets.” 
We send Newt several male chauvinist piglets 
to keep him company.

More biologically and politically incorrect 
news. This time The Ms-Information Award 
goes to North Carolina state Rep. Henry Ald­
ridge, who opposed funding for abortions in cas­
es of rape, saying that when women are “truly 
raped, the juices don’t flow; the body functions 
don’t work and they don’t get pregnant." We 
suggest that Aldridge, a 71-year-old periodon­
tist, stick to his gums.

Now to The Domestic Backlash Award. For 
reasons too painful to describe, we give the 
prize to the folks who have brought back the 
girdle. The artifacts of the late, unlamented 
'50s have been renamed Bodyshapers, Tummy 
Terminators and Waist Eliminators, but they 
are designed to keep women in their place. The 
prize is three days of girdle confinement.

As for The International Backlash Award that 
has gone in previous years to assorted ayatol­
lahs? TTiis year the winner is Russian ultrana­
tionalist leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky, who prop­
ositioned a Canadian reporter and translator. 
When rejected he said that women who say no 

On Sept. 16, Williams College will dishonor itself 
by awarding an honorary degree to Prime Minister 
Goh Chok Tong of Singapore, head of a govern­
ment that severely represses freedom of expres­
sion, a fundamental principle of any American 
institution of higher education.

Supporters of the award argue that Singapore’s 
economic development of the past three decades 
has been extraordinary by world standards and 
that its social development has improved the lives 
of many residents. Goh, a Williams alumnus, has 
been a key player in engineering economic policy 
and is, they contend, worthy of our most presti­
gious prize. A closer look at the limitations on 
political and intellectual life imposed upon Singa­
pore by the Ruling People’s Action Party (PAP), of 
which Goh is the head, suggests that prosperity 
has come at the cost of basic freedoms, a situation 
that continues in spite of liberalization in other 
“miracle" economies in East Asia, most notably 
Taiwan and South Korea. Singaporeans are among 
the most well educated and cosmopolitan in the 
region, but the PAP government chooses to re­
press political dissidents, journalists and academics 
as a means of retaining power.

Tiananmen-style massacres or middle-of-the- 
night disappearances are not the style of PAP 
strong arms. Rather, the Chinese saying “kill a 
chicken to scare the monkey," is their watchword 
and the bankrupting libel suit their preferred tool. 
Prominent leaders of legal opposition parties en­
gaging in constitutionally guaranteed political pro­
cesses are regularly sued for comments that 
supposedly defame government officials. The PAP 
has never lost this sort of court battle, perhaps, as 
a recent U.S. State Department report stated, 
because “judicial officials, especially the Supreme 
Court, have close ties to the ruling party and its 
leaders.” And in case this is not enough to discour­
age political dissent, the state has in its arsenal the 
Internal Security Act, which allows for indefinite 
detention without trial, liberating jailers from any 
judicial constraints on how they treat those in their 
clutches. It was used against Francis Seow, former 
solicitor general of Singapore, in a bizarre 1988 
case that alleged his involvement in a plot on the 
part of Reagan administration diplomats to bring 
down the authoritarian PAP government.

The Singaporean press is effectively controlled 
by the state, and foreign publications have been 
targets of libel suits. This summer a case was 
settled against the International Herald Tribune,

which had been sued by Prime Minister Goh and 
former prime minister Lee Kuan Yew for publish­
ing an article asserting that a form of “dynastic 
politics" was emerging in Singapore. No names 
were mentioned in the article in question, and it is 
common knowledge that Lee has long been groom­
ing his son, currently a deputy prime minister, for 
the highest political office. The Tribune was or­
dered by a Singaporean court to pay $680,000 for 
the supposed defamation. Short of full-blown libel 
suits, limitations on circulation have been imposed 
at various times on a variety of foreign publica­
tions, including the Economist and the Asian Wall 
Street Journal. Such actions have a chilling effect 
on all sorts of speech.

Perhaps most troublesome in regard to whether 
a liberal arts college should honor Prime Minister 
Goh is the situation faced by Singaporean intellec­
tuals, whose freedom of expression is severely 
compromised by the PAP government Without 
the protection of academic tenure, some faculty 
members have lost their jobs because of their 
criticisms of government policies.

One of the most egregious cases is that of Chee 
Soon Juan, who was a lecturer in neuropsychology 
at the National University of Singapore. He was so 
dismayed at the increased political repression in 
the late 1980s that he decided to seek public 
office. In December 1992, he ran as an opposition 
Social Democratic Party candidate in a by-election 
against Prime Minister Goh. Although he lost at 

the polls, he continued his activism until the 
university took action against him, auditing his 
research grant of $27,000 in Singapore dollars and 
finding that he had supposedly misspent $226 
($137 in U.S. dollars). When he attempted to 
defend himself, he was sued by the head of his 
department, a member of Parliament for the ruling 
party, for defamation. He chose not to contest the 
case and was forced to sell his house to pay the 
subsequent fines. Chee was ultimately fired from 
the university over the matter, punishment for his 
political activity;

Most academics are not nearly as politically 
engaged as Chee Soon Juan, but his travails have 
driven home the message that crossing the gov­
ernment brings devastating consequences. Last 
year when Bilveer Singh, a political scientist at the 
National University of Singapore, wrote an opinion 
piece in the Jakarta Post that suggested that 
economic inequality is now growing in Singapore, 
he prudently retracted his comments after a gov­
ernment official demanded that he provide more 
data or “withdraw these allegations.” To continue 
to debate the issues in the face of PAP displeasure 
would have put his livelihood at risk. Open debate 
of topics potentially embarrassing to the govern­
ment is simply not possible in Singapore.

Goh has suggested that he would like to gradual­
ly liberalize Singaporean society; he promised a 
“kinder and gentler" government in his inaugura­
tion address in 1990. Whatever his- good inten­
tions, however, he has not acted decisively to 
reduce restrictions on expression. Last year, in 
response to a measured and mild critique of the 
PAP, he threatened to hit political dissidents in the 
"solar plexus.” Other leaders in the region have 
placed their careers, indeed their lives, in jeopardy 
to open their societies. Goh has not demonstrated 
this kind of political commitment or courage.

Singapore is not the harshest authoritarian gov­
ernment in the world; indeed, it is far from the 
worst. One would hope, however, that an honorary 
degree from an American college would be re­
served for those who struggle, at great personal 
cost, to expand the most humane and enlightening 
facets of our existence. Goh, sitting atop a political 
system that seeks to stifle even the mildest critical 
commentary, is not such a person.

The writer is ah associate professor of political 
science at Williams College.
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The Ultimate

The visit to Washington—which the Kennedy Cen­
ter, Actors Equity and a number of other arts organiza-

wanted to do the project, Cornerstone came up with the 
idea of performing a dramatic version of the little-per­
formed Greek story of Philomela, a tale that includes 
rape, child murder and assorted horrific mutilations.

Then, Rauch says, came the' surprise. The com­
munity actors who had chosen “Philomena" as relevant 
refused to change a single word of the original text Not 
only did they not want it made more “up to date” in 
Comerstone’s customary way, they refused even to 
play the play in contemporary costumes. ‘They wanted 
togas,” Rauch said, “so that’s how. we did it. I thought at 
first maybe they had experienced so much violence in 
their own lives, they needed to maintain the distance. 

. But who knows?"
Who indeed? Immediacy is a funny thing, and for kids 

or others on a first encounter, it’s oddest of all We’re 
pretty much past the time by now when educational 

( fashion insisted on making every last lesson “relevant" 
‘ and setting every play in the.present But we may still 

be short of faong up to the possibilities of the opposite 
lesson—that long ago and far away may be nothing of 
the sort.

The writer is a member of the editorial page staff.

equivalent stories for classic works by Aeschylus, 
Sophocles, Shakespeare and Brecht Last fall, though- 
according to my college classmate Bill Rauch, who 

en-

Watching a youthful Romeo, suddenly preoccupied^ 
draw off from his horseplaying friends and stand in 
silent alienation, or a diminutive Juliet cower as her 
father bullies and hits her, the audience with its crowd 
of family and friends get to see something rarer than 
just a play. They see that first clean smack of connec­
tion with an old work from another time that picks the 
young actors up, takes them over and carries them 
bodily into the long ago and far away.

The solid simplicity of it reminded me of something 
that happened last fall to another young theater troupe 
I know, the similarly L-A.-based Comerstone Theater, 
which works with communities to put on updated 
versions of the classics. (The troupe played here in 
December 1993 with a slyly rewritten, Anacostia-set 
version of “A Christmas Carol”)

Unlike Theater Quest, Cornerstone tends to rework

temporary kids’ anomie and loneliness, their vulnerabili­
ty to the effects of adult hatreds.

But while organizers and advance publicity made 
much of the updating and the interracial angle, what 
emerged strikingly from the performance itself was a 

- ~very different lesson: a reminder of the immediacy not 
of riot-tom 1990’s Los Angeles but of velvet-clad 
16th-century Verona. A straight, mostly unembellished 
reading of a major Shakespeare play, with actual 

’ balconies for the balcony scene and actual swords for 
the sword fights, is no longer something embraced by 

_ most stages. As for the Kennedy Center’s luxurious big 
- spaces, it’s hard to recall a Shakespeare play done there 
in the last decade at al

. .The biggest surprise in the experience is how little 
the contemporary angle seems to matter—and how 
little it’s needed. Sure, the Capulet family is cast 
African American and the Montague family mainly 
Hispanic, but this doesn’t amount to much, conceptu­
ally, when the whole crowd is dressed in Italian 
Renaissance robes. Interesting updates and fancy inter- 
pretations can be exhilarating, but seeing teenagers do 
a plain “Romeo and Juliet” in a period setting is 
something even better It’s reassuring.

Teenage Play
If Shakespeare were alive today, would he be writing 

"Friday the 13th” movies? It’s the kind of irreverent 
question that comes to mind as you watch the teen­
agers of a troupe called Theater Quest perform “Romeo 
and Juhet" on the Kennedy Center’s vast Opera House 
stage: In three hours and 10 minutes, a cast of 100 can 
get in a lot of swordplay, gory death scenes and general 
running and shrieking. “Romeo and Jttliet,” you’re 
reminded—in case you’ve let too long a time lapse 

1 between viewings of “West Side Story”—is not just the 
ultimate teenage angst play but a fabulous smorgasbord 
.of sex and violence.

Nor are such reflections that far off from the more 
.. serious message the much-publicized Theater Quest 

visit was designed to convey. Created in Pasadena in 
/ the wake of the 1992 Los Angeles riots, the troupe 
• gives young people of many races a chance to work on 

the classics with adult coaches and mentors, who give 
them a “safe place” both to hide from the violent world



AUG-31-1995 21=52 FROM CHARLES/DORIS MUSCATINE 12024565709 P.01

SUNDAY

an Cljrunidtl

THE 'OICEOFTHEWEST

EDITORIALS

Women's Rights

U ers, as they have don; bp t(

\a|s ti^y

site 35 miles from the

‘Tehairw
a dliplliplor k t.

Chinese birth control

dnd libei1; 

tantive
as sen

-- i>

ihis

dasry I als

SE

I

it rini;

is tej 
the

to 
:hle|U.S.

art 
inc

the vei-y last
minute, they could co^ttol tike agenda.

sc mt - 
)ing

Chinese bureaucrats 
tive women. The subsi 
conference — the global pursuit o

E< it 
3aghqa

' “S
Jiistir g

wom­
en’s equality in health, ^ucatjicjn and politi 

nort

to mince words in Chii a t’‘
week, promising to s; e ik oikt ag; 

---------------------------- 1 jtjuiciep p 
tion favoring males and

pistakpn.
Perhaps they have ^ver i^t Mad010in^ 

th;

thrown up by Beijing 
forge an overwhelming ionseln^s on 
en’s rights as human rights the World over

By sticking to the gl )l al age i^la, 

party could prove as revolution.

Si

K. Albright, the U.S. 
United Nations and cl 
delegation. “I’m not a

The Women’s 
Conference 
challenge is 
to rise above 
narrow and 
transitory 
political 
obstacles

- - to 
forum ii 

bf-

sp,wa
ittndai

Yqu 
ana

i?t th; 
sex selec- 

orced Sterilization.

by] rehioi - 

a Uno: -

become a showdown between repressive 
......................-ated, 

;end«i Of the

ambassador
'orpan of 

I’4i 
one who speaks her miji^, an4 M n< t W

j.-Z’shedeclartd las t

o ved ) 
ninat 
>alren|t

The 
; )e|rso:) 

u rel;i 
could 
:h^w<

ide 
aer 
ng

thjiSi
Th 

initei 
ijetosj

6 §an2Francisto©)ronitk

knd Chine/ s Wrongs

TO

cal and economic opportunity 
important than the oppr ;ssiv; ihar^cfer o: 
any one government.' 1 e chai enge t thi 
conference is to rise ab n e nai r nz andtran 
sitory political obstacles] whdthpr thely 

------------, or the yat.c.

Maybe they thought that by public y ex< > 
dii 

any diUga
cuting a bunch of criminals, a 
recently, they could inti nidate a 
es bold enough to ign ne th^ii 

ibns

. :ha

sgaijBft _r 
)i sex selec- 

------------- o------------ at erilkzatl .̂ 

■AV e trust she will, bi t we als j hppe th^ 
WW U.N. Women’s Conference dpts no:

M ■ P TO 50,000 women from all ov< r the 
I world, the vast majority of who; a are 

articulate, well-informed, passionate­
ly inspired human rights activists, wi l be­
gin descending on Beijing this week, ar com- 
panied by an international army of 
reporters. Given the conflicting politi :s of 
the site and the participants, this > juld 
prove the most dramatic — and substa rive 
— conference of the entire two decac ;s of 

U.N. world meet­
ings on humaj; de­
velopment.

Contrary to 
those who fret that 
the United Na­
tions’ Fourth 
World Confer nee 
on Women will 
confer some u ade- 
served respec on 
the corrupt anu re­
pressive all-i lale 
Chinese govern­
ment hosting the 
meeting, this event 

is perfectly matched to the venue: a forth­
right analysis and denunciation of the per­
sistence of the most prevalent form of gross 
human rights violation — discriminatio; on 
the basis of gender — articulated -nd 
broadcast to the world from the very c ipi- 
tal of one of the world’s prime violator : of 
human rights.
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A Voice That Won’t Be Heard in Beijing

For 19 years, Lemsine worked in an atmosphere ■

military regimes. For us, women’s issues are issues

9 99

of state censorship and physical threats from \ \ 
Muslim extremists, which she would have described’ • 
in Beijing as “the living hell of Algerian women 
writers in Algeria. We write under the twin threats . 
of religious fundamentalism and quasi-fasdst

The Washington Post

Friday, September 1,1995

1901.
This year, Lemsine was one of 48 writers from 

23 countries who received the grants from the 
estates of Lillian Hellman and Dashiell Hammett 
that are given each year to writers who have been 
targets of political persecution. Now living with her 
daughter in Washington—a temporary haven from 
the complicated and brutal world of Algerian " 
politics—she is at work on her fifth book. Lemsine 
is a Muslim, but a feminist one who has always 
refused to wear a veil. In citing her for th e award, 
Human Rights Watch said she has been "branded a 
fundamentalist sympathizer by the military 
dictatorship because she stood up for civil liberties 
and advocated dialogue with Islamists.. .. 
Meanwhile, as a result of her advocacy of women’s 
rights, the Islamists have called her ‘the most 
dangerous woman in Algeria.'

Talk about a no-win position.
Lemsine has been working with a small 

nongovernmental organization for the last year in an 
effort to draw the world’s attention to the killings of 
Algerian women—among them writers and 
journalists—during the last three years. She was 
supposed to be on a panel on censorship at the 
United Nations Fourth World Conference on 
Women in Beijing, but funding for the trip ran out at 
the last minute. Here is part of what she wants the 
world to start paying attention to:

Algeria, she says, “is the only country in the

Tcha Lemsine is one of the most famous 
female writers in the French- and
Arab-speaking worlds, having written four 

books that have been censored, acclaimed and 
translated into five languages, as well as a 
newspaper column for Le Soir d’Algerie that has 
been banned by the Algerian government since 
1989.

Her husband had been a prominent Algerian 
diplomat until his career was marginalized because 
she continued to write about various forms of 
oppression in Algeria for international publications. 
In 1984, she was elected Arab Woman of the Year 
by the Association for Franco-Arab Friendship, 
based in Paris. That year, the Association of 
Mediterranean-African Literature gave her the 
Prize of Mediterranean-African Literature for her 
book “Ordalie Des Voix.” Lemsine was the fourth 
woman to receive theorize since it was creatr

Middle East and North Africa where women are 
killed (more than 200 since 1993) because they 
work, and because they are writers, journalists and 
resolutely and unabashedly modem.”

Women have been killed when they wear a veil 
and when they don’t, she says. Female students 
have been shot down in the streets, had their 
throats-slit, been kidnapped, raped and murdered. • 
Women have been killed for wearing jeans or skirts.. ■ 
More than 30,000 men also have been cut down by

of survival, our financial resources are nil, and our 
psychological balance is weakened by fear and 
anxiety. The alternative is death or exile.”

She would urge the Beijing conference to put the 
plight of persecuted female writers on the agenda of 
the U.N. Human Rights Commission and to call on 
governmental organizations to eliminate all forms of ■ 
censorship, to abolish blasphemy laws and to 
condemn terrorist acts against women, girls and 
female intellectuals.

As the world moves in fits and starts toward more 
democratic forms of government—and toward 
making women full partners in societies—ATcha 
Lemsine is a courageous voice reminding us that 
there can be no freedom without freedom of the

• press. It’s a message that should be heard loudly 
and clearly in Beijing. *

terrorists, she says. . -
Because they are standard-bearers, she says, 

female writers are taken as particularly serious 
threats to fundamentalist, totalitarian regimes that 
run both political and religious sectors of oppressed 
Muslim nations. A sample of her description of what 
is going on in Algeria shows.the power of her words: 
“Algeria today is not Egypt, Palestine or 
Afghanistan, where the conflicts and stakes are 
played out in the open, one might say, where 
Islamists and their adversaries face off in a 
straightforward war, where-loathsome barbarity 
against women and children is more or less avoided. 
Algeria is simultaneously Bosnia and Rwanda, with 
the same ingredients of civil war." ; .
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BOSTON—For weeks, you might
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would she or wouldn’t* she
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about the U.N.’s Fourth World Con-
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the most high-profile woman in politi-

Eveiywhere you look, the “whole”pic~ 
ture" of women is due for enlargement 
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So the “left-wing, ideological agenda" 

roots activists and governments is to 
try and push this man’s world another 
SSXpZTrXZr1*811’ 

fcraanr*™ w -------------------------' Officially, the U.N. goal will be to
1 Ynu h u u Produce a document signed by gov-

You might have thought the only emmentdelegatesthataffirmsuniver- 

_ __________  _u
small thing for nations where gender 

notion. This process of change through 
consensus can seem agonizingly slow 

- - ---- -- ~ a ww * W over time the
interaction between activists and gov­
ernments can make a difference. 

Ten years ago, when the last wom­
an’s conference met in Nairobi, the 
issues of domestic abuse and female 
genital mutilation were barely on the 
world’s agenda. Two years ago in Vi­
enna, the United Nations recognized 
women’s rights as human rights for the

cated, none where the political struc-

men and women. In the United Nations 
itself, Madeleine Albright is one of only 
five women ambassadors.

produce a document signed by gov-

BBSs
dominated the Sunday talk shows. a

ror that matter you might have be- and cumbersome. Yet 
lieved that the gathering of 30,000
women from some 180 countries was of 
importance only for its effect on Ameri­
can presidential politics. Journeying
ever-rightward. Bob Dole said the 
whole event was about inflicting a left­
wing ideological agenda” on the world.

It wasn’t until the activist women 
finally arrived into the chaos of China

that the relationship between the 
world and its women became more 
than a political footnote.

The People’s Republic of China is as 
awkward a backdrop for a women’s 
conference as the exploding city of
Cairo was for last year’s population 
conference. Geraldine Ferraro,, vice­
chair of the American delegation, says
that when China volunteered to host 
f
like the Olympic Games. We’d go in, 
run our races, and leave.”

Instead, for all their ham-handed
acts to stifle activists, the Chinese have 
learned how hard it is to control the 
message when you have democratic
“guests.” While the government re­
leased 1,000 doves in welcome, 1,000 
stories soared across the world about 
female infanticide, forced abortions and 
work inequality in a country that holds 
one-fifth of the world’s women.

Nevertheless, the dirty little secret 
is that China ranks smack in the middle

right J:j5i ist year, the world agreed 
that a pit: u> control population de­
pended O’ ducating women. ,

Now in Jeijing, amid the wrestling 
over diplomatic words, the subjects 
range across women’s lives. The talk is 
about violence, about human rights 
abuses, about access to education and 
credit and medical care, about legally 
recognizing women as equals to men 

child custody. '

Across the globe, women make up 
70 percent of the poor and two-thirds

Ell^n Goodman

China’s Unruly Guests

"This, conference,” says Albright, 
zr. American delegation,

“deals with i woman as an actor in her 
own life. It’s about having the
education she wants and marrying 
whom she wants and planning her fami-

It’s about the 

--------—. we 
can do in the world when our talents 
are freed up.’

Today in China, a baby girl may still

awkward a backdrop for a women’s
< * ‘ ___ _ ___

Cairo was for last year’s population
conference. Geraldine Ferraro,, vice­
chair of the American delegation, savs
it.* « • . - ’ _

., . y.’- wuiucu as equals IO menthe meeting, “they thought rt would be before the law, even m divorce and

run our races, and leave.” No .document can overhaul a cul­

ture where the right of inheritance is 
regarded as an assault on religious 
teaching*-or where genital mutilation 
is defended as a tradition. But it 
becomes a lever for change, a signed 
flag to wave before a recalcitrant 
government. The activists return to 
their grass roots carrying proof of the 
world’s support in their suitcases like 
a combustible souvenir. So do the 
7,000 Chinese “observers."

of the United Nation's index of gender head of the 
equality, just between Guyana and Syr­
ia, well below Sweden and well above
Afghanistan. On this list are countries
where women can’t vote, where wife-
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a long way from good health.
Resentment smolders here over the US

ers here say, her speec may be seen by the 
u rdeliberate irritation Thoughts for China on rights?

HnyieKir^

been chilly since

cleared the way for
represdt the United States 

at
 Conference on Women
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Analysis

pected political issue of the women’s ennfar. 
ence.

and other observers, thii js are looking up.
Wu, whom the Chin se arrested and t„, _ _ __________________w WUIU

Victcd on spying charges^ back home. China’s something to China, since the United States i 
ambassador, recalled at he height of Chinese the only nation where a ban u. ,
toy over Taiwanese Pn lident Lee Teng-hui’s nese leadens due to the 1989 repression

Wellington soon.
For the moment, no i issiles are flying r.-.~r 

the Taiwan Strait, and 11 Clinton administra-

By Charles V Radin 
_______________ globe; :aff

BEIJING - Now tha|chii ~ 

Chinese-American actfaist Harry Wu has 
 Hfllay Rodham Clinton to

an even thornier issue.
What should she say]
If Mrs. Clinton doesnot mention such hot 

j ■

abortions and abuses ofj
tration will leave itself dj 
ies both at. home and wit __
u£ international human r ;hts groups gathering 
here for the conference.

If she does take on. ( use subjects, observ- 
r ’
Chinese government as
of an already troubled r ationship,

US-China relations
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Senate’s opposition to the Olympics being held 
in China and over American objections to Chi­

nese entry into the World Trade Organization.
There is an abiding feeling, in the media and 

the general public as well as in elite circles, that 
the US is moving toward a policy of “contain­
ing” China - wliieh to the Chinese means pre­
venting their country from attaining its natural 
and deserved place in the world. Abd the Chi- 
nese got nowhere with their demand that the 
US promise not to allow the Taiwan’s Lee to 
visit again.

To the distress of the Chinese, Clinton has 
indicated his desire to nominate former Ten­
nessee Sen. James Sasser, a sharp critic of Clii- 
na when he was in the Senate, as the next US 
ambassador to Beijing. To the distress of the 
Americans, China has not agreed to accept him, 
meaning the US mission here could continue 
without a formal leader for the indefinite fu 
ture.

There is, however, some optimism among

Pakistan. There is no pending economic crisis. 1 
 Washington, moreover, is holding out the preach to the United States.

But in recent days,; 'cording to diplomats possibility of President Clinton’s inviting Chi-
~ ‘ ” nese President Jiang Zemin to u summit con- . Uerc. out

^ay. worth big C0St3> and th® Cbinese have a lot

ambassador, recalled at he height of Chinese the only nation where a ban on receiving Chi-

visit to the United Statz, is expected buck in mains in force. ’

v . __—.
For the moment, no i issiles are flying over

China crashed its doi estlc prodemocracy °on ehosen not to make a major Issue of observers here who believe the Chinese

the Lee visit and toward a more pragmatic ap-

“How long can you stay mad at the US? For 
decades,” says a veteran observer here. “But

of business to do with the Americans.”
It is in this delicate and subtly shifting situ- 

re- ation that Mrs. Clinton's speech must be deliv­
ered. What she will say - and how the Chinese

...
fOSi Mb®
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Europe
13%

Forums’ value: 
Waste of money 
or time to bond ?

Where 2.8 billion 
women live, 1995

Asia
60%

Japan
Paraguay 

USA
Costa Rica 

Egypt 
France 
Kenya

By Marilyn Greene 
USA TODAY

Adults living with
HIV or AIDS, 1995:
(In millions)

7.4

Maternal deaths 
per 100,000 live births:
Sut>SaJS^^616

South Asia

Middle East/

Forum and 
conference 
to overiap

These conferences on 
women convene in China:
► The Non-Governmen­

tal Organization Forum, a 
conference of advocacy 
groups with concerns 
about women. It meets to­
day through Sept 8 in 
Huairou, 38 miles north­
east of Beijing. Critics say 
China wants to prevent 
Beijing residents from see­
ing possible demonstra­
tions staged by delegates.
► The U.N. Fourth 

World Conference on 
Women is held Sept 4-15 in 
Beijing First lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, honorary 
head of the US. delegation, 
is there Sept 5-6.

Issues include poverty, 
education, violence against 
women, economic opportu­
nities, human rights and 
discrimination.

Africa
13%

Some indicators of how women are faring:

Amount women earn for 
every dollar men earn
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Latin
America

9%

North 
America
5%-

tant”
Internatiot

Health Coaliti u president
Joan Dunlop calls it a “com­
monality of feeling”

Women with experience at ommendations, which are

________ ________  w . documents 
Nairobi say the* real work is are designed to be inoffensive 
done person-to-person, not in tp their signatories, they con- 
documents like the 121-page tain language that offers an 
Platform for Action. That's a escape hatch for countries 
non-binding package of goals where notions of equality are 
delegates will argue over for tempered by cultural or reli- 
days, then try to get their gov- gjous traditions. ‘
emments to adopt The conference will be

Fuzzy buzzwords like good for women, “on paper,” 
“bonding” “networking” and says James Lilley, former US. 
“support” crop up around the ambassador to China.
edges of debate on the useful- "It will produce a great out­
ness of such gathering. pouring of words, and there’ll

The real work goes on in be lots of talk. Whether any 
the hallways, not in the forum, country will change its poli- 
Thafs why they’re worth ev- des on women remains to be

I
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The status, of the worid’s women
Women still lag behind men in wages, literacy and k> politics, even in developed nations. 
Cnma indirafnrc a( hnuv u/nmAn arA farina: A

Illiteracy In
developing 
countries, people

MKXJie easv wmwNorth Africa ^202

U“n<5KS^189

Developed Un 
countries I,u

National legislature seats 
held by women, 1992:

Norway 38%

China 21%
Bangladesh ^10%

USA
Mexico 

India 
Japan 
Kenya ■>/„ 
Egypt 12%

10.2

Women Men
Source: PRB Media Guide to Women's Issues 1995

chin, a George Washington 
University public administra­
tion professor. The personal 

As 50,000 delegates arrive relationships they develop 
in China for a pair of confer- that grow into professional 
ences to study issues of rele- and political relationships are 
vance to women, the very pur- critical,” she says, 
pose of such international But Tolchin says tangible 
gatherings is in question. results are hard to quantify.

Conservatives like Senate The conferences are valu- 
Majority Leader Bob Dole, R- able in many senses, but I 
Kan , and Rep. Christopher don’t think a cost-benefit 
Smith, R-N J, see US. partici- analysis lends itself to them.” 
pation as a waste of taxpayer Still others cite the confer- 
money at best, a sign of politi- ence goal as setting an inter­
cal weakness at worst national agenda for action.

Actress Sally Field, a dele- Tom Morgan, president of 
gate to a non-govemmental fo- the United Nations Assoda- 
rum meeting today, says she’s tion of the United States, says 
sometimes challenged by peo- international conferences like 
pie who ask if conferences the one in Beijing are “almost 
achieve any results. completely positive in their ef-

“WeU, we have to start with feet The question is, how long 
a step,” she says she tells the effect lasts.”
them. “One step at a time.” People are still talking 

Says U.S. Ambassador Ma- about the 1992 Earth Summit
deleine Albright head of the in Rio de Janeiro, for exam-
47-member US. delegation: pie, he says, while last year's
There is a bonding aspect Copenhagen conference on
that’s part of what is impor- social developnr tt “made

some news, b t have
Women’s much carryover.

Social scientists r id find 
it difficult to tract govern­
ment policy back to UK rec-

Itkl'ir
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Hillary trip validates
China rights abuses
BETHESDA, Md. — First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is 

heading for Beijing to attend the UK’s Fourth World Confer­
ence on Women, apparently with a clear conscience now that 
human-rights activist Harry Wu is safely back in the United 
States after being held more than two months in a Chinese jaiL 
_ But the criticisms of Mrs. Clinton’s participation in the Bei- 
png conference are likely to intensify. Is this just more Hiiiary- 
bashing, with a partisan edge? Or is there a legitimate reason 
to protest the participation of the president’s wife at a confer­
ence on this subject — women’s rights — in this particular 
place — the People’s Republic of China?

From the beginning, the White House has been tone-deaf on 
the issue, failing to understand 
what all the fuss was about But 
imagine what the public reaction 
would have been had Nancy Rea­
gan or Barbara Bush agreed to go 
to South Africa for a conference on 
racism during the 1980s. Make no 
mistake, the Chinese government’s 
abuse of women’s fundamental hu­
man rights is as pernicious as 
South A ipartheid racial pol­
icies.

Two rep issued this month
by the New York-based Human 
Rights in China, an international 
rights group founded in 1989 by 
Chinese scientists and scholars, 
document appalling violations. 

The worst case is China's miss- 
ing females — the 5%' of female

babies, about onehalf million each year, who are either abort­
ed, abandoned or killed at or shortly after birtn. The HRIC 
report blames China’s infamous “one-child" population-control 
policy as the underlying cause of this demographic nightmare 

Beijing has never been able to convince rural Chinare volun­
tarily to limit their family size to one or two children, indeed, 
the government relies on a system of forced cooperation. 

In rural villages, population-control officials publicly post 
the menstrual cycles of every female of childbearing age to 
monitor enforcement Sterilization and the use of unsafe steel 
intrauterine devices are the most common methods of birth 
control .

If a woman becomes pregnant after she has already given 
birth to a child, she must have an abortion. Many women try to 
hide their unsanctioned pregnancies. But they are often caught 
anyway, leading to shocking consequences.

One woman described to HRIC what happened?© her when 
she was over eight months pregnant

“I was held down on the operation table. One doctor injected 
dirough my belly into my uterus formaldehyde liquid.... For- 
ty-eight hours later... I gave birth to a live boy. He had heart 
beats, there was some noise in his throat He had a big head . 
and lovely legs and arms... but the doctors immediately killed ' 
him while I watched helplessly. They then took him out to be 
thrown away.”

HRIC isn’t alone in documenting such horror stories. 
In the September issue of Readefs Digest, a Chinese gyne­

cologist who escaped from China tells of one hospital in which 
she worked where survivors of late-term abortions were often 
buried alive

It’s impossible to take seriously any women’s rights confer­
ence held in a country where mothers’ and their babies’ rights 
are so grotesquely violated. Or to justify the participation in 
that conference of America’s first lady.
~ COUNTERPOINTS' four columnists provide views from diverse per-
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But he added, “Any organization 
or individuals attending the World 
Conference on Women should not use 
it as an opportunity to interfere in 
China’s internal affairs. All activi­
ties outside these areas must abide 
by Chinese laws and regulations."

. ■ *.

tu

5-
§

§

I </> 
g

§
§

Miles from the 
World Conference in 
Beijing, a parallel 
session is harried.

" K -f

HUAIROU, China, Aug. 29 — Just 
after dawn today, a senior staff 
member of an international wom­
en’s forum assembling here left her 
hotel room for stroll around Huairou 
reservoir, where the mist-shrouded 
Fragrant Hills loomed to the west 
and the morning light caught deli­
cate pagodas in silhouette.

A Chinese policeman stepped into 
her path and ordered her back to her 
room.

Later in the day, another senior 
official of the forum, a gathering 
parallel to the Fourth World Confer­
ence on Women, found men with 
walkie-talkies going through her be­
longings. When she challenged them, 
they said they were in her room to 

■ pick up the laundry.
In the final day of preparation for 

the opening of the forum of nongov­
ernmental organizations, known as 
the N.G.O. forum, Beijing was awash 
in recriminations over China’s man­
agement of this mammoth meeting. 

“It has been a very long day," said 
Colleen McCabe, a spokeswoman for 
the forum, which has attracted near­
ly 30,000 women to this distant sub­
urb of Beijing.

After a lohg struggle to get here, 
most of the women in the forum have 
hotel rooms, but many are running 
short of patience.

“A lot of people have beer 
searched," Ms. McCabe said, “ant 
I’ve had at least a thousand ques 
tions from journalists about whei 
and where the demonstrations an" 
going to begin,” she said.

The reason for the questions i 
that many of the women arrivin 
here are angry. The Chinese Govern-

ment held up some visas; denied 
visas to hundreds, perhaps thou­
sands, of others; separated the non­
governmental forum from the main 
United Nations conference, which is 
an hour away in Beijing, and gener­
ally treated this convocation of wom­
en’s advocacy groups as a hostile 
force invading China.

Perhaps because of the mood, the 
Government tried to impose some 
last-minute limitations on public ex­
pression.

At a morning press conference, 
Tian Qiyu, China’s Vice Minister for 
Public Security, acknowledged the 
longstanding agreement that women 
could demonstrate on the land that 
had been made available to the Unit­
ed Nations.

But, he added, referring to the 
forum site here: “Within the desig­
nated area, relevant organizations 
can have processions and demon­
strations, but these activities should i 
not infringe upon the sovereignty of 
the host country and should not at­
tack or slander the state leaders of 
the host country, nor shall such ac­
tivities be allowed in which violence 
is taking place against other per­
sons.”

Mr. Tian’s statement, made in Bei­
jing, reverberated through Huairou 
within hours, further agitating many 
of the women preparing their agen-

By Chinese Security Officials
Al

jing newspaper controlled by the 
Communist Party.

In the afternoon, Mr. Chen amend­
ed the statement of the Public Secu­
rity official, saying, “These two con­
ferences are U.N. conferences, and 
the place where these conferences 
are held are U.N.-designated prem-

da for the United Nations confer­
ence, which runs from Sept. 4 to 15 in 
Beijing.

After all, they say, China actively 
pursued the opportunity to play host 
to the conference to begin with.

But in recent months China has 
arrested dissidents, pushed migrant 
workers out of Beijing, rounded up 
prostitutes and the homeless and ex­
ecuted dozens of people around the 
country in what was described as a 
law and order crackdown. The ac­
tion was an echo of the kind of rough 
justice that marked the period when 
the International Olympic Commit­
tee was considering Beijing as a site 
for the 2000 games.

Amnesty International, which was 
allowed into China for the first time 
in the history of the human rights 
group, denounced the campaign of- 
arrests and repression that preced­
ed the conference, including the exe­
cution of 16 people.

Pierre Sane, the secretary general 
of the organization, said, “We have 
heard virtually every excuse from 
Governments to justify human 

rights violations, but this is simply 
unbelievable; to welcome the world 
to Beijing, people must die?”

A Chinese Government spokes­
man, Chen Jian, retorted later, “Am­
nesty International is an organiza­
tion that has always harbored deep 

prejudices against China, and its al­
legations are groundless.”

"We didn’t do those things they 
claimed,” Mr, Chen said. The execu­
tions were reported earlier in a Bei-
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"I would hope and urge that, in the wake of Harry Wu's unjust conviction and 
subsequent release, President Clinton declines to send a delegation," Dole said 
in a statement issued Thursday. "This misguided conference and its left-wing 
ideological agenda remains a genuine waste of the taxpayer's money."

BODY:
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will travel to China to attend the World 

Conference on Women early next month despite calls from Republican leaders for 
the United States to boycott the event, the White House said Friday.

From the beginning, the question of whether the First Lady would attend the 
conference has been primarily one of political symbolism. And the decision to go 
to Beijing represents a gamble that the risks of appearing to be too 
conciliatory to China will be outweighed by the gains of underscoring the 
Administration's differences with conservative groups in America on women's and 
family issues.

The announcement came the day after China's decision to release American 
human rights activist Harry Wu and to expel him from the country, where he had 
been imprisoned since June. Mrs. Clinton had delayed a decision on whether to go 
to the Beijing conference while Wu was jailed.

"She does not plan any bilateral meetings (with Chinese officials), although 
she may perhaps meet with members of the Chinese delegation to the conference," 
said White House Press Secretary Mike McCurry.

Republican leaders, including Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole of Kansas and 
Sen. Phil Gramm of Texas, have opposed any official U.S. participation at the 
Beijing women's conference, not only by Mrs. Clinton but by any other American 
representatives.

White House officials said Mrs. Clinton will participate only in the women's 
conference and will have no official contact with the Chinese government while 
in Beijing.

PAGE 12

The First Lady will serve as honorary chair of the American delegation, and 
Administration officials said she plans to address the conference during her 
two-day stay in Beijing. Madeleine Albright, U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, heads the U.S. delegation.
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But White House officials said Friday that she will travel only to Beijing, 
attending the women's conference on Sept. 5 and 6.

By contrast, in a statement released by the White House while President 
Clinton was vacationing in Yellowstone National Park, the Administration said 
that the Beijing meeting "presents a significant opportunity to chart further 
gains in the status of women."

On the political right in America, activists and commentators have denounced 
the Beijing conference because they believe it will push a feminist agenda. 
James Dobson of Focus on the Family has attacked the session as "the most 
radical, atheistic and anti-family crusade in the history of the world."

Citing the importance of protecting the rights of women, strengthening 
families and improving health care, the statement said, "The First Lady's 
attendance reflects the profound commitment of the United States to ensure that 
the conference endorses all of these goals."

Mrs. Clinton has made it clear for months that she would like to attend the 
conference. The diplomacy with China leading up to Friday's announcement dates 
back to early August, when Secretary of State Warren Christopher met with 
Chinese Vice Premier and Foreign Minister Qian Qichen in Brunei. At that time. 
Administration officials said they hoped that Wu might be set free before the 
women's conference.

* WHAT PRICE WU'S FREEDOM?: China likely to seek U.S. concessions on Taiwan. 
A6

Gramm said Friday: "The only proper American response to the release of Harry 
Wu is to say, 'It's about time,' not, 'Take my wife, please.' "

Originally, Administration officials had sketched out an Asia trip for Mrs. 
Clinton that included stops in Mongolia, Thailand and Cambodia, as well as 
China.

GRAPHIC: Photo, A Chinese worker spruces up a stand in Beijing promoting the 
World Conference on Women. Associated Press

After Christopher returned from Asia, he and Deputy National Security Adviser 
Samuel Berger met with Mrs. Clinton at the White House. What they said is 
unknown, but within a day, White House officials sent out word that Mrs. 
Clinton might not go to China after all. By the end of the week, Chinese 
authorities had scheduled Wu's trial, opening the way for him to be convicted 
and then expelled from the country.

PAGE 13
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HEADLINE: Women's Rights, Human Rights

At last year's United Nations Conference on Population and Development in 
Cairo, the world's governments affirmed that educating women and girls and 
increasing their options in life are the single best investments any country can 
make.

China's detention of the American activist Harry Wu is appalling, and 
Washington is correct to make his release a top priority. But boycotting 
altogether to protest his arrest will only be counterproductive. Whether or not 
Mrs. Clinton chooses to attend, the presence of the United States at the meeting 
is essential.

Women in China and around the world are demanding that their governments take 
action against rape, genital mutilation, wife-burning, domestic violence, the 
enslavement of children and forced abortions. They are tired of authorities at 
the national and local levels who pretend these crimes don't exist or justify 
outrageous abuses of women by attributing them to "cultural practices."

In Beijing, debate will focus on how to convert these fine ideas into 
reality. The draft document for this meeting says that on critical issues such 
as population growth, poverty, famine, the spread of AIDS, domestic violence, 
illiteracy, women's rights have already been recognized as key to getting 

Women want their governments to stop treating them as third-class citizens, 
denying them equality with men before the courts, in property law, education, 
health care and politics. The Beijing conference will remind its hosts and the 
more than 180 participating governments that in 1993 in Vienna, at the World 
Conference on Human Rights, they agreed that women are human — that abuse of 
women is an abuse of human rights.

Yet the American delegation, led by Madeleine Albright, the chief American 
representative at the United Nations, should hold firm. This conference, along 
with parallel meetings of grass-roots organizations, is expected to be the 
largest international meeting in history. The issue it will address is not 
women's rights but human rights: they are the same thing.

Copyright 1995 The New York Times Company 
The New York Times

BODY:
Voices are growing louder in Washington against American participation in the 

United Nations Conference on Women in Beijing next month. Powerful Republicans 
say Hillary Rodham Clinton's participation would lend credibility to a 
repressive regime. They say Washington should refuse to send a delegation at 
all, to punish China for its human rights record.

BYLINE: By Geraldine A. Ferraro; Geraldine A. Ferraro, a lawyer, is a member
of the delegation to the United Nations Conference on Women.

1995, Tuesday, Late Edition - Final
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these problems under control.

Well-meaning sympathizers say change will have to come slowly.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: August 22, 1995

Human rights defenders like Harry Wu who dare to speak out against 
dictatorships hear that excuse in their prison cells. And women have heard it 
for centuries. They don't want to hear it all over again, and that will be the 
message if the Beijing conference is disrupted for narrow political reasons.

If the American delegation fails to go to Beijing, who wins? Not Harry Wu. 
Not women. Not the United States. Only China's hard-liners will have reason to 
cheer if we stay home.

That's what the Chinese Government wants. We owe it to the world's women to 
attend, especially the 5,000 Chinese women who are planning to be there. They 
will return to their cities and villages to spread the word about problems that 
are taboo in public discussion — coerced abortion, female infanticide, forced 
sterilization, domestic violence.

This will be certainly be the case if the United States does not send a 
delegation to this conference. Those who are pushing for Washington to boycott 
are trying to keep away the leader in the United Nations on human rights in 
China and human rights for women. We cannot afford to take a chance that the 
world will back away from the agreements reached in Cairo and in Vienna the year 
before.

"Weren't the last three conferences enough?" some bureaucrats mutter. 
"Weren't the Cairo conclusions satisfactory?"
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Citing various studies, Mezvinsky said that when women go to work, they spend 
far more of their earnings on their families' welfare than men do. When she 
lists her goals for the conference, Mezvinsky talks of "strengthening families" 
by increasing loans to woman entrepreneurs, creating flexible work hours and 
encouraging men to participate in child care.

These conservative groups sat largely on the sidelines during last year's 
Cairo conference on population and development, watching while the Vatican and 
some Muslim countries sought to hold the line against abortion rights and 
creeping secularism in the international arena.

The conference is expected to produce a "Platform for Action" that, while not 
binding on any government, will be a set of guidelines that citizens in each 
country can theoretically use to hold their governments accountable. About 
one-third of the language in the draft version of the platform has been 
"bracketed" in pre-conference meetings — signaling that one country or 

At the upcoming conference, "I want to make sure that womanhood is not 
changed to be something that was never intended for women, and by that I mean 
taking away any of the honor and respect toward motherhood," said Beverly 
LaHaye, founder and president of the conservative group Concerned Women for 
America, who is leading a delegation to Beijing. "We're proud to be mothers and 
we want to make sure that all over the world women can carry that same pride."

Christian conservative and "family values" groups active on the religious 
right in this country are mounting an unprecedented campaign to assert their 
agenda internationally by making their voices heard at the Beijing meeting. As 
traditionalists, their stated priority is raising the status of motherhood, and 
they have clashed at pre-conference meetings with feminists focused on 
bolstering women as breadwinners.

By contrast, members of the official American delegation say they want "to 
see that economic opportunity for women is expanded," said Marjorie Margolies 
Mezvinsky, deputy chair of the U.S. delegation to the conference and a former 
Democratic congresswoman from Pennsylvania.

BODY:
The controversy over whether China is an appropriate host for the fourth 

United Nations World Conference on Women has masked deeper divisions over the 
focus of the conference itself: the question of what the world's women most need 
to improve their lives in the 21st century.

HEADLINE: WOMEN'S WORK: NEW OPTIONS; Debating Focus of Conference; 
Traditionalists Want Motherhood Stressed
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another objects to it.

Timothy Wirth, undersecretary of state for global affairs, said the loudest 
voices calling for a U.S. boycott on human rights grounds belong to those who 
oppose the goals of the women's conference anyway.

"There are conservative groups who do not believe in a focus on women's 
health issues, who do not believe in the rights and responsibilities of women . 
. . who do not believe in the United Nations, and they're using Beijing as an 
excuse for their opposition," he said.

Other Republicans, such as Rep. Christopher H. Smith (R-N.J.), have called 
for the entire U.S. delegation to boycott the conference. The release from 
prison and expulsion this past week of human rights activist Harry Wu have not 
led critics to temper those calls.

The final language could have an impact on countries debating their domestic 
policies on issues such as prostitution, reproductive health care, property 
ownership for women and treatment of rape victims.

The outrage of Dobson and other conservative Christian leaders is based on 
their general suspicion of most initiatives endorsed by the Clinton 
administration and on their interpretation of sections of the conference's 
Platform for Action. In their reading of the draft document, men are seen as 
oppressors, marriage is an exploitative arrangement, homosexuality is not only 
tolerated but favored, sexual promiscuity and abortion are promoted and religion 
is regarded as backward and primitive.

The wrangling over that platform will be conducted in two separate but 
related forums — one for representatives of nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs) that begins Wednesday in the town of Huairou, a 1 1/2-hour drive from 
Beijing, and one for official government delegations that runs Sept. 4-15 in 
Beijing. It is the government delegations — representing about 180 countries — 
that must approve the platform.

James Dobson, president of Focus on the Family, a conservative Christian 
organization based in Colorado Springs, has called the women's conference "the 
most radical, atheistic and anti-family crusade in the history of the world." In 
an eight-page letter sent to 2 million members on the group's mailing list, 
Dobson says "most of what Christianity stands for will be challenged during this 
atheistic conference."

Both forums have become the target of intense political and diplomatic 
tugs-of-war. Human rights groups have accused the Chinese government of 
selectively refusing visas to NGOs that have criticized China's policies on 
Tibet, environmentalism or nuclear testing. China also has been accused of 
trying to mute the influence of the NGOs by locating their forum so far from the 
official Beijing meeting.

In addition, some Republican members of Congress — including Senate Majority 
Leader Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.) — have said it would be a mistake for first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, the U.S. delegation's honorary chair, to attend the 
official forum. They have said her attendance, even for a day, would send a 
signal to the Chinese government that the United States is not concerned about 
China's human rights violations.
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U.N. FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN

Members of the U.S. delegation say they are primarily concerned that these 
conservative groups will attempt to undermine the consensus on such sticky 
issues as abortion and birth control reached at the population conference last 
year. Despite intense controversy surrounding that conference, 184 countries, 
including Vatican City, ultimately agreed to the plan of action adopted there.

But LaHaye responded that she is familiar with the international context 
because Concerned Women has ministries in Costa Rica and Nicaragua giving out 
small loans to men to start small shoe repair and fishing businesses.

The language on abortion, for example, said that "in no case should abortion 
be promoted as a method of family planning," but that where abortion is legal it 
should be safe. Few official delegations, including the Vatican's, say they want 
to reopen the battle over abortion language at the Beijing conference.

Maternity and family life "are given scarce attention and little space," 
Navarro-Valls said. "The fundamental right to be mothers" must be legally 
guaranteed to all women.

Annette Kane, executive director of the National Council of Catholic Women, 
agreed. After attending a White House session on the Beijing conference, she 
said the U.S. delegation "seems very interested in trying to let those problems 
that surfaced at Cairo be put behind us."

But the Vatican will find common cause with some of the conservative 
Christian groups attending the NGO conference. Vatican spokesman Joaquin 
Navarro-Valls told a news briefing in Rome last month that while the draft 
platform for Beijing makes some positive efforts to promote women's equality and 
dignity, it reflects the social philosophy of secular feminists from Western 
countries on many issues.

Responded Mezvinsky: "This is a document that's trying to solve problems. Are 
we going to, in this document that's already 121 pages, explain what works in 
families? We are not. What we are trying to do is make policy that will help 
address the problems."

In contrast to the overt hostility between Vatican and U.S. diplomats at the 
Cairo conference, "we have had a very constructive relationship with the Vatican 
this time around," Wirth said. "I have seen no indication in discussion with 
their delegates that we ought to look forward to anything but a cooperative 
approach in Beijing."

"When the word 'family' is referred to in the document, most often it is in 
the sense of a negative, like when they say that most violence takes place in 
families," LaHaye said. "But the majority of families are a beautiful place to 
be, and most are safe havens."

Susan Sechler, director of the Pew Global Stewardship Initiative, an NGO 
attending the conference, said: "I think a lot of these family values groups, 
like Concerned Women for America, spend most of their time in the U.S. thinking 
about the U.S., so some of what they react to comes from naivete about what's 
happening to family throughout the world."
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When: Begins Sept. 4 and runs through Sept. 15.

NONGOVERNMENTAL

ORGANIZATIONS' FORUM

ON WOMEN

When: Begins Wednesday and runs through Sept. 8.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: August 27, 1995

What: About 6,000 delegates from at least 150 countries are to adapt 
strategies to improve the lives of women.

What: A gathering of more than 2,000 nongovernmental organizations, known as 
NGOs, the forum will run in parallel with the U.N. Women's Conference. About 
36,000 women have expressed intention to attend.

GRAPHIC: Photo, afp; Illustration, brad wye, A worker repaints tables and chairs 
at the main outdoor meeting area for the parallel forum of nongovernmental 
organizations to be held in Huairou.

Where: Huairou, a dusty farm town 35 miles from Beijing.

Where: Beijing, China's capital, a city of more than 7 million people.
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HEADLINE: Mrs. Clinton to China?

The Chinese government continues to hold an American citizen, Harry Wu, who 
has infuriated it by courageously exposing its use of prison labor. But Mr. Wu's 
case is not the only official injustice in China, nor the most egregious. 
Suppose the Chinese offered to trade Mr. Wu's release for Mrs. Clinton's visit. 
She ought to refuse that one flatly. The deal would be too cynical, and too 
heedless of the hundreds of thousands of incarcerated Chinese whom Mr. Wu has 
risked his life to help.

The women's conference will take up a wide range of questions that interest 
Mrs. Clinton greatly. But she will have other, and better, opportunities to 
pursue them.

Copyright 1995 The Washington Post
The Washington Post

That's exactly why the Chinese want Mrs. Clinton to come. You can safely 
assume that there's a process of bargaining now going on over the terms of her 
attendance. But unless China is prepared to make fundamental changes in its 
conduct — a highly unlikely prospect — this year is not the time for Mrs. 
Clinton to see Beijing.

The United States is sending a strong delegation in any case. It will be 
headed by the extremely able Madeleine K. Albright, the ambassador to the United 
Nations. She will be accompanied by Donna E. Shalala, the secretary of Health 
and Human Services, and possibly by Carol M. Browner, the administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. That would be three members of the Cabinet, 
more than enough to demonstrate this country's interest in the subject of the 
conference.

BODY:
MRS. CLINTON is reported to have a "passionate desire" to attend the United 

Nations' world conference on women. Under different circumstances, it might be a 
good idea for her to go; she can be a highly effective advocate. But as things 
now stand, we think it would be a mistake. The conference is being held in China 
early next month, and her presence could only indicate that the United States is 
not serious in its objections to China's violations of human rights.

Two arguments have been advanced in favor of Mrs. Clinton's attending the 
conference. The State Department said, "It's a conference that's not about 
China. It's a conference that's about women." That is obtuse. The location makes 
the two subjects inseparable, even aside from the reality that fully one-fifth 
of the world's women are Chinese. Another idea is that there would be a special 
value in sending such a prominent supporter of human rights to a country with 
little regard for them. But other visitors' attempts to try public exhortation 
have generally left matters worse than before.
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Women's· Forum 
In China Opens 
Amid Disputes 
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By Steven Mu!son 
WIW\IU'II Pait F�So:mat

BEUING, Aug. 30.-:-As a torch 
was passed from hand to hand and a 
perfonner sang a song c:alled "Keep 
on Moving Forward," more than 
15,000 women cheered the �g 
today of the Nongovernmental Orga­
nizations Forum on Women amid 
controversies over visas, venues and 
Chinese restrictions on demonstra .. 
tions by participants. 

At the opening ceremony in a Bei-
jing stadium, Chinese performers r-===;;;:

C
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=

A.
=

Fro
=m=-A26

=====­
put on a variety show that featured 
orange-clad dancers with yellow and 
green pompoms, a 126-pie�e all-fe­
male Chinese orchestra playing Bee. 
thoven's "Ode to Joy," thousands of 
balloons, Beijing opera, women car­
rying plaster doves and members of 
the Song & Dance Ensemble of the 
general political department of the 
Chinese anny. 

"Look at the world throug� wom­
en's eyes-look and act," said Supa­
tra Masdit, a Thai politician in 
charge of the meeting of nongovern­
mental organizations (NGOs). "The 
women's movement will go forward 
into the next century with higher 
spirits and ... will help create a new 
and democratic relationship for hu­
mankind." 

A rallying call was issued in six 
languages: "Let us celebrate wom­
en's power---our strength." 

Thursday marks the beginning of 
more than 10 days of wor"shops and 
assemblies to be held in the Beijing 
suburb of Huairou for delegates 
from organizations concerned �bout 
women's issues. They hope to influ• 
ence a �program of action" document 
that is to be debated and issued by 
governmental representatives at the 
U.N. Fourth World Conference on 
Women that starts Monday. 

"There is enonnous potential for 
putting pressure on govern!llents 
and institutions to change," said Bel­
la Abzug, the former New York Ci� 
congresswoman who now helps run 
the Women's Environment & Devel­
opment Organization. 

The NGO Forum is offering par­
ticipants a dizzying choice of 
events-5,000 workshops and pan­
els on subjects ranging from "Sexism 
and the Buddhist Religion" to "Wom­
en's Empowerment" and "Cooki.-1g 
With Sunshine: A Global Strategy." 
Other sessions will deal with human 
rights in China, women's �g. 
affirmative action and family plan­
ning. 

Though most of the sessions will 
focus on the problems women con-
front around the world, today's cere-

See CBLl\A, A26, Col 4 

mooy was a welk>rchestrated cele­
bration beneath a blimp that read: 
•Equality Development Peace

· F · ' dship.• The performances took
e against a giant cutout of a 

man who appears to be bn.·v-· ·y 
. turned toward a strong be:adwV''1. 

"The Goddess of Joy is holy aud 
pure and the good earth is bathed in 
the brilliance of the sun,• the Chi­
nese program not.es said," descnbing 
the backdrop. 

Behind the upbeat opening cere­
mony on the eve of the forum, cor: 
troversies still swirled �ut the Chi­
nese hosts and comments by a 
securit-/ official who said gµblic dem­
onstrations would be confined to an 
area the size of a basketball court 
within the sealed-off NGO Forum 
site in Huairou. . 

At a news conference this morn­
ing, Irene Santiago, the NGO Fo­
rum's executive director, said the 

·Chinese never tolcl organizers of any
such restrictions. There is "no such
instruction-nor will such instruc­
tion ever be given," she said. �e're
c:ertai.nly not. going to allow that a
small area of the big forum site is
designated.as an area for freedom of .. 

.. .expression.
The le� of agreement signed by

the Chinese government gives orga­
nirers jurisdiction over the site allo­
cated to them in Huairou, a town
near the Great Wall an hour's drive
north of Beijing, Santiago said.

The spat was just one of the ten­
sions between the boisterous forum
participants and government officials
anxious to make sure the enthusiasm
for participation and demonstration
doesn't spill out of the forum and in­
to the Chinese population at large.

For the most part, organizers
have done their best to avoid antago­
nizing their Chinese hosts. Gertrude
Mongella, a fonner Tanzanian law­
maker who chairs the U.N. confer•
ence, said she expected the meet-

ings to be orderly and would not "al­
low any unruly behavior that will dis­
rupt the working of the conference: ..Though she rejected the tough Chi­
�ese guidelines, sh� said sh�.'1;1'1der­
stood China's distaste for cnbosm. 

"What else would they have said? I 
wouldn't allow anybody to come and 
attack my leader in Tanzania,• Mon­
gella said. 

It was unclear how many groups 
and individuals who wanted to attend 
the meeting had been barred either 
by rejection of visa applications or 
simply through bureaucratic delays 
in the Chinese consular system. 

Santiago said org� hav� pro­
tested to Chin'! about its exclusion of 
groups fro11 e rebellious province 
of Tibet a.id fr->m Taiwan, regarded 
by the Comroe_ ust government here 
as a breakaway province of China. 

"We are trying to make sure that 
they are beard here," she said. 

China also barred all 30 would-be 
participants from Niger, allege�ly 
because applications were mis­
placed. But Niger recognizes Taiwan 
and is widely believed to have been 
barred for that allegiance. 
, Getting here is only pa.rt of the 

battle. Many women today com­
plained that they were unable to ob­
tain ti<;kets required to get into the 
opening ceremony. Many women al­
so chafed at close surveillance by po­
lice in Huairou hotels and by solici­
tous forum organizers who have 
tried to steer women into buses for 
orderly trips to meeting sites. 

An  elderly Japanese women 
staged a lone protest against nuclear 
testing as thousands of women gath­
ered for the gala opening ceremony 
of the women's forum, �e Reuter 
news agency reported. 'The woman 
stood on the main steps to the China 
National Olympic Stadium. holding 
up a banner reading in English: "Stop 
nuclear tests. Nuclear weapons re­
sults of non-feminism governmenL I 
am a mother of a Nagasakj victim." 

The woman, who appeared about 
70 years old, staged her brief pro­
test in the face of a huge security 
presence. She wanted China to halt 
its own nuclear weapons testing pro­
gram. 

"l c.ame here to appeal," she told 
the reporters. "Stop nuclear tests. I 
want all over the world to know." 

When Chinese police approached · 
the woman, she disappeared into the 
crowd. 
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short, as American weakness.

It is beside the point that Mrs. Clinton may American officials, starting with the’ president’ 
should be carefully explaining a basic proposition.
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wifl subject the Chinese to an unaccustomed and 
potentially troublesome degree of contacts with 
foreigners holding diverse notions of the roles of 
women and of citizens in general.*But at the end
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-the Amencan interest to have that confusion 
sorted out.

*S a one*shot event resulting

T

—— w wp- a a wiui uieir country s ? 4.1. away
hew economic opportunities and rigors and its ![oni. .e comPromise on Taiwan that permitted 
abiding political controls, including its immense w ' '

, intrusions into individual family choice. The prob- Waslungton 20 years ago.
lems lying between the United States and China ,But ie is not A16 or the visit that has

.' meanwhile, which did nbt arise from the women’s altered Picture, and the United States re­
conference, will remain when it is over. mains faithful to the old Taiwan formulas. The

■ *4 1 wbi'e’ the question of conference partici- flowering of Taiwan as an economic dynamo and
pation by President Clinton’s wife became itself especially, as an ever more democratic society is 
an issue bearing on Sino-American relations. The Tnew political reality, and neither China nor 
considerable prestige of her presence was finally Umted States has absorbed it. The Chinese 
bestowed on Beijing after it freed the jailed vyin£ among themselves to show their nationalis- 

. Amencan human nghts crusader Harry Wu. This credentials, have blown up the Taiwan issue 
f 6 um°r^unate impression of rewarding i°r political purposes of their own.

China for widoing a step it should not have taken Perhaps this is too difficult a time for China’s

"0'Le™'st leadership to think

£Sk^mH,!e°fJ^ner!Can eagerness - while il waits. Washington should do nothing 

careless or gratuitous to aggravate the connec­
tion, particularly as it affects Taiwan. However

»• that Americ™ officials do not It is that“SZS^de?SS

ksks-"”---'-
'^er r ”e woSdcornL^ uXtaXlXTa^L^X^T^. 

SUe’ econonuc growth and sense proliferation and not least in domestic oractice 
.Tuning831116 time 11 ,S c°nducting, in the including issues of human rights and democracv ’ 
familL Con^S-t^1 aJ^iSent o^how to ThenCthSe"fa b^d t° T* 7“ standards? 

/ In the Cold War years China's nart in ways to limit the damage. The October summit 
American-led containment of Soviet power soft- Sd^theT^tW° governments

■

a hard-edged readiness to provoke and 
countenance contention with the United States 
and other foreigners, as a matter of politics as 
well as policy, is evident in Beijing. In this mood, 
the Chmese are prone to believe their own 
misleading propaganda to the effect that the

— — —--xzx® M WUAMLV 
replace the old “engagement” with China 
new “containment.”

The Taiwan issue is widely cited as a deeper 
source of Sino-American tension. The United
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A China Agenda for Mrs. Clinton 
It was never realistic to think that Hillary 

Rodham Clinton could lead the American delegation 
to the Beijing women's conference without becom­
ing entangled in the difficult relationship between 
the United States and China. Once her visit was 
linked last week to the release of Harry Wu, the 
connection became undeniable. But that should not 
stop Mrs. Clinton from going to China to make 
herself and her country heard as champions of 
women's needs and rights. 

The challenge for Mrs. Clinton is to advance the 
cause of women without .seeming to bless China's 
repressive treatment of its own citizens by her 
presence. She can manage that if she is fearless in 
her defense of women throughout the world, includ­
ing China, and makes clear that she does not 
condone the clumsy steps taken by the Chinese 
authorities to suppress dissent outside the confer­
ence halls. 

The great advantage of having Mrs. Clinton 
lead the United States delegation .js the added 
attention and articulate voice sh� will bring to the 
official American agenda for the conference. The 
people chosen to represent this country - in�luding 
members of both parties - have been instructed by 
the Clinton Administration to raise issues like vio­
lence against women, improved access to education 
and health care and the promotion of greater politi­
cal and economic equality. Neither thos� goals nor 
the overall themes of the conference fit the extrem­
ist image conjured up by some critics of the gather­
ing, like Senators Bob Dole and Phil Gramm. 

The United Nations holds these women's con-

ferences only once every 10 years. For the tens of 
thousands of women who attend tnem, and the 
millions more they represent back home, particu­
larly in the less developed world, the meetings 
provide much-needed encouragement and a spur to 
local action. 

Women's rights are human rights, so there can 
be no question of keeping human rights off the 
agenda, however much the subject discomforts the 
Chinese hosts. China is not the worst offender 
against women's rights. But it is home to one-fifth of 
the world's women, and the problems of women 
there cannot be ignored, including abusive popula­
tion policies, like forced abortion and sterilization. 

Beijing's leaders wanted the prestige of being 
host to the conference, especially after the humilia­
tion of losing their bid to stage the 2000 Olympics. 
They have proved unable, however, to tolerate the 
public demonstrations and clash of views that go 
with an international meeting like this. 

Regrettably, China has exiled nongovernmental 
delegations to the women's conference to a remote 
site 40 miles from Beijing, held back visas for 
unofficial participants and reporters and rounded 
up Chinese political activists in advance of the 
conference. 

Mrs. Clinton has an obligation to express her 
country's contempt for these steps, while register­
ing its strong support for the goals of the confer­
ence. China's le'aders may not appreciate that ap­
proach, but anything less from the leader of the 
United States delegation would be a betrayal of 
;\merican principles. 

Take Mr. Packwood�s Gavel 
Senator Bob Packwood has changed his mind. 

He now wants public hearings on the sexual and 
official misconduct allegations against him. Mitch 
McConnell, the Republican who runs the Senate 
Ethics Committee and has fought hard to prevent 
public hearings, should quickly accede to Mr. Pack­
wood's surprise request..He should also set a date 
certain for the proceedings to begin. 

This latest twist in the Packwood saga comes 
less than a month after the Oregon Republican 
voted with other G.O.P. senators to block a resolu­
tion requiring the committee to follow its estab­
lished practice of open hearings in serious ethics 
matters instead of resolving them behind closed 
doors. 

It also represents a ;actical turn in an eyer­
shifting but dependably shameless defense strat­
egy. After f �iling to suppress news stories by at-
tacking the character of his female accusers, the 
Senator issued a general apology for his behavior. 
Then came claims he could not remember many of 
the alleged incidents, followed by silence. Early this 
month he took the offensive, alternately claiming 
alcohol-induced memory lapses and portraying 
himself as the victim of a "smear'.' campaign. 

Mr. Packwood says he is now asking for hear­
ings because the committee changed the rules "in 
the middle of the game" by adding two new allega­
tions of unwanted sexual advances, . .including a 
charge from a former intern who was 17 at the time 
of the alleged incident. 

There is a more realistic way to look at this. Mr. 
Packwood's support among his Republican col-

leagues is dwindling fast There is a chance that he 
will not only be censured by the committee but. 
stripped of his coveted chairmanship of the Senate 
Finance Committee. He may well have decided that 
his last, best chance is to come out smearing. The 
committee. was about to begin its private delibera­
tions on what sanctions,,if any, to recommend to the 
full Senate, so hearings ·also stand to delay the day 
of ·reckoning. 

But it has long been apearent that Mr. Pack­
wood does not belong in a post requiring his full 
concentration and the undiluted respect of his col­
leagues. To conclude that he has not for a long time 
met this test of Congressional leadership does not in 
�ny V{ay violate his rights. His litigious resistance to 
the· committee's requests for evidence should have 
led the Republicans to look elsewhere when they 
took -control of the Senate in January. Instead the 
Senate majority leader, Bob Dole, in effect reward­
ed Mr. Packwood's. intransigence, keeping Qim in 
the job even after a' unanimous Ethics Committee 
issued its prelimin!3-ry findings in May. 

In addition to the sexual misconduct charge:::, 
the committee found "substantial credible evi­
dence" that Mr. Packwood had tampered with diary 
entries to obstruct the committee's inquiry, and 
sought jobs from lobbyists for his estranged wife. 
He should have handed over his gavel then, pending 
the case's conclusion. That is still the right course, 
especi�lly given the prospect of public hearings. A 
damaged and distracted Senator cannot lead a 
pivotal committee facing momentous decisions on 
Medicare, welfare and taxes. 
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Hillary in China:
Dubious Signal
At a Bad Time
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I F MRS. CLINTON goes ahead, one 
of two outcomes is likely, and either 
would be bad. She could go and stick 

to the business of the women’s confer­
ence. In that case, the Chinese likely 
would conclude that the U.S. isn’t seri­
ous about Harry Wu or broader human 
rights issues. At home, meanwhile, the 
Clintons would be accused of turning a 
blind eye to an imprisoned American.

Alternately, Mrs. Clinton could go 
L

N FACT, a case could be made that 
the president should send someone 
as close and trusted as Mrs. Clinton 

to China to serve as his private emissary 
to launch full, unvarnished talks about 
what Americans expect of this vital 
relationship. But that kind of diplomatic 
mission is a far cry from a trip to a U.N. 
conference, a venture that requires ei­
ther ignoring the fundamental problems 
in the relationship or addressing them in 
the wrong way.

Administration aides say Mrs. Clin­
ton’s final decision will be influenced by 
the vibes Mr. Tamoff picks up in his 
talks in Beijing in coming days. It’s 
possible the Chinese will say that they 
would be highly offended if Mrs. Clinton 
didn’t attend the conference, and that 
her absence would impair the bilateral 
relationship. Given the recent attitude 
of the Chinese authorities, though, it 
seems more likely that they wish they 
had never agreed to host the U.N. 
conference in the first place and would 
like the Whole matter to just evaporate.

For the Clintons, the simple, trouble­
some, but unavoidable fact is that Harry 
Wu is an American citizen and human 
rights activist who is in a Chinese 
prison. “If she were to go, it would signal 
in our view two things,” says Mr. 
Fiedler. “Number one, that she and the 
president don’t care, although I know 
that not to be true. And number two, that 
the U.S. is weak." It isn’t clear that any 
potential payoff justifies the risk of 
sending those kinds of signals.

FTER TRYING TO TACKLE 
health care, Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton knows better than most that 

life is full of risks. Some are worth 
running, some aren’t.

Here’s one that isn’t worth it: the 
risk Mrs. Clinton will run if she goes to 
----------------- China now. If ever 

'there was a chance 
of sending the 
wrong signals at the 
wrong time, Mrs. 
Clinton would be 
running it by travel­
ing to Beijing.

This quandary 
arises, of course, 
because U.S.-Chi- 
nese relations hap­
pen to be on the 
skids just as China 

is about to host a United Nations Confer­
ence on Women. Mrs. Clinton is honor­
ary chairwoman of the U.S. delegation 
to the conference, which begins’ln two 
weeks. She considers the conference an 
important event, which it is. Adminis­
tration aides note that her stature would 
ensure that the final conference docu­
ment would have an American imprint.

The problem is that, as first lady, 
Mrs. Clinton simply can’t divorce a trip 
made to China for any purpose from the 
public statement it will make about 
current Sino-American relations. And 
right now those relations are as messy 
as the O.J. Simpson trial. The Chinese, 
in a snit about American gestures of 
kindness .toward Taiwan, have refused 
to accept a new American ambassador 
to China, suspended arms controLtalks 
and arrested the visiting Harry Wu,. a 
naturalized American citizen who has 
struggled lor years to uncloak China’s 
prison labor system.

Mr. Wu’s wife and friends have 
pleaded with Mrs. Clinton to stay away 
from China as long as the human rights 
activist remains in custody. Officially, 
Mrs. Clinton is reviewing the matter. In 
reality, administration aides say it’s 
clear she would like to go.

and diverge from the work of the U.N. 
conference to
make some
pointed public
statement
about human
rights in gen­
eral, or Harry ,
Wu in particu- '
lar. In that
case, the Chi­
nese would feel
both that they
were duped and
that they had
lost face. Hav­
ing been pub-
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Hillary Rodham Clinton 

licly humiliated, they might dig in their 
heels harder on the Wu case, and bilat­
eral relations between Washington and 
Beijing would sink further.

“It’s a lose-lose situation for her in 
the current environment,” says Jeffrey 
Fiedler, a leading AFL-CIO official and a 
close friend of Mr. Wu who has been 
working for the activist’s release.

This isn’t to say that there shouldn’t 
be high-level exchanges between China 
and the U.S. There should be, and 
Undersecretary of State Peter Tarnoff is 
heading off to Beijing for just such a 
talk. But most China-watchers think the 
way to deal with Beijing at this point, on 
both the narrow Harry Wu case and the 
broader deterioration of Sino-American 
relations, is through blunt and direct 
private communication, accompanied by 
reinforcing public signals.

1



Letters to the Editor

When a Mother Has HIV

Schaumburg, m.

of owning a home one day and of having warding children smoking (“Save the Cliil- 
___________________ ; 6 -dren ” Aditnrial natro Ano- R1 Tn Hne ooeo

ter. So, ttianks a lot for the advice. I have

Westford, Mass.

Karen Kerkhoff Gromada 
President 

International Lactation
Consultant Association

New City, N.Y.
(Ms. Youcha is the author of “Minding 

the Children: Child Care in America from 
Colonial Times to the Present. ”)
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New Haven, Conn.
Just? I am a recently married alumna ■----------------
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The Other Threats
To National Defense

. . Why worry about a terrorist-nation- 
launched ballistic missile if our defenses to
a clandestinely introduced nuclear “de­
vice” are themselves shoddy (“GOP Stakes

■ Missile Defense,” editorial, Aug. 8)?
Would it be that difficult for a terrorist na­
tion to covertly sequester a nuclear device
on a ship and explode it when the ship
reaches a U.S. port, like New York or San
Francisco? Or would it be that difficult to
simply transport the device on an airplane 
headed for a busy U.S. international air­
port and explode it when the plane was in
its approach pattern?

Why worry about nuclear defenses
when there are other weapons of mass de- * * *
struction that are far cheaper to biiild, T
easy to employ, and equally, if not more, G hlldren Had It Hard

Way Back When
In “Can We Ever Go Back?” (editorial ' 

page, Aug. 9), Andrew Peyton Thomas in­
vokes Susan Smith’s dreadful deed and 
suggests that previous generations cared 
for their children more than we do. The 
past as a golden age for children is a myth. 

In Colonial times a father worked his 
son and daughter to exhaustion then 
stripped them naked and made them sleep 
on rags in the cellar even in winter. Chil­
dren were beaten and abandoned at a 
great rate. In the 19th century, youngsters 
(even toddlers) worked 12-hour days in the 
textile mills or in dark tenements, sewing 
on buttons or stripping tobacco and then 
sleeping on the debris, which ulcerated 
their skin. The Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children was founded after- 
and modeled on-the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, per­
haps an indication of cultural priorities.

Geraldine Youcha

Research does not support the assertion 
that “mother’s milk is a prime carrier of 
HIV” (“Sacrificing Babies on the Altar of 
Privacy,” editorial page, Aug. 3). The Oc­
cupational Safety and Health Administra­
tion does not include breast milk among 
“potentially infectious materials” and the 
contact with breast milk does not consti­
tute occupational exposure. The prime car- 

, riers of HIV are infected blood and semen. 
For the vast majority of human infants, 

mother’s milk continues to be a vital 
source of disease protection and optimal 
nutrition.

Generation X Struggles
To Make Ends Meet

In response to your “Getting Going”
column on Aug. 1, I have one thing to
say: “Yeah, right.” Members of Genera­
tion X are not lazy and selfish as so
many in the media have portrayed us.
But neither are we able to “make an an­
nual investment of just $3,900.”

of aij_Jvy League institution who recently

earned my master’s of science in educa- Onlv IQ Mnro Vonr( 
tion. After supporting me while I was in a 1 HUTS
school, my husband has now gone back for TUI 1 Can Li?ht Un 
a second deeree. We earn ennutrh tn nav x up

I was dismayed by Barry Goldwater’s 
•article supporting, a government role re­

gets pregnant again? Is this in keeping 
with our medical calling?

Kathleen Quadro M.D. 
Sacramento, Calif.

* * *

While the Centers for Disease Control 
currently maintains its 1985 stand that 
women infected with HIV should not 
breast-feed, the World Health Organiza­
tion issued a revised statement in 1992 rec­
ommending that breast-feeding be pro­
moted and supported in all populations ir­
respective of HIV infection rates.

The known, documented health and 
emotional benefits of human milk and 
breast-feeding for both mother and child 
should be weighted against the known, 
documented health hazards of artificial in­
fant-feeding and the as-yet-unclarified risk 
of HIV transmission through human milk.

Lee Ann Deal 
Executive Director

La Leche League
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. Evanston, DI.
* * *

It is impossible for me to fathom why the 
Centers for Disease Control would perform 
HIV testing on newborn infants andShen 
not inform the parents or doctors. Knowl­
edge could help protect the newborns from 
developing AIDS because breast-feeding 
could be averted, plus effective therapy ex­
ists. Every baby is already screened for 
thyroid disease and given a Vitamin K in­
jection at birth without prior authorization 
by the family. (Many other mandatory 
tests are also done.)

Yet when there is a much more critical 
illness (AIDS), the CDC does not inform 
the mother or doctor that the HIV test is 
positive. ts this logical? What if the mother

„ .. v joseph D. Douglass Jr. 
Falls Church, Va.

(Mr. Douglass is co-author of “America 
the Vulnerable: The Threat of Chemical and 
Biological Warfare" and “CBW: The Poor 
Man’s Atomic Bomb.")

are in no way able to save for our future he is dead wrong'To start with’1116 federal 
Frankly, we are thankful to have health in- “ ... . -z--------------- ----------
surance through my employer and are - J -
proud to be keeping our heads above wa- da"gf™“L^a?_cJlgare.t,tes afe in

cut yourartic7e“out and haveplaced ifon able’ How can the senator possibly believe 
-- ........................ that government regulations can have any

effect? Regulations are not replacements

Smoking is a delightful and enjoyable 
habit. I was 20 years old when I was taught 
to smoke. It was in the midst of Word War 

• II and the radio ballyhooed “40 million 
Luckies free, greet our boys across the 
seas.” Cigarettes were available every- 

' where, either free or for a nickel a pack. 
For those of us in the military, smoking 
was a pleasant way to while away the idle 
hours, of which there were many. For 15 
years I was hooked, and then I subjected 
myself to the cost-benefit test. The benefit 
was an enjoyable relaxing indulgence in 
personal pleasure. The cost was my 
health, my life-not to mention the incon­
venience to myself and those around me. 
Smoking did not pass the test and for 35 
years I have been “clean.” In 19 more 
years I will be 90, and then I am going to 
light up. So much for the habit.

Charles E. Small
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' Leanne Gorfinkle Clancy - ■£orJood Parents. 
Philadelphia

struction that are far cheaper to biiild, -777 -- -

devastating in their effectiveness. I am, of
course, referring to advanced chemical
and biological weapons.

All terrorist nations around the globe
have had chemical and biological war­
fare development efforts underway for
many years. Certainly, smuggling ad­
vanced chemical or biological warfare

-agents into the U.S. need not be more
difficult than smuggling in heroin or co­
caine or marijuana.

It is high time we began to recognize
our vulnerability to nuclear armed ballis­
tic missiles and take appropriate action
However, why expend the time and re­
sources to do so without paying equal at-

■ tention to other threats that can be even
more devastating and might be even more
realistic?

. That is, if we are going to get serious
about national defense, let’s be sincere in
our efforts.

The real news in your article lies not in 
the fact that 61% of “twenty-somethings" 
are actively saving for our future financial 
security. Rather, what is newsworthy is 
the fact that people in the financial world 
were surprised about it. The article may 
prove seminal if it is the beginning of a 
broader discussion about Xers’ pursuit of 
personal financial security in an economy 
that offers us neither job security nor any 
real likelihood of retirement security.

In doing research for my book, “Man­
aging Generation X,” I- interviewed over 
100 star Xers, all fast-trackers in top firms 
across the nation-highly motivated, inno­
vative, natural entrepreneurs, perfectly 
suited to today’s information age work­
place. None of the Xers whom I inter­
viewed said they expect to have careers 
built around long-term relationships with 
any one employer. As a result, Xers know 
we must pursue a new form of economic 
security from within ourselves.

For most Xers, this new economic secu­
rity is much more than saving early for re­
tirement. It means maximizing every job 
opportunity no matter how short-term, 
welcoming new challenges, learning by 
doing, meeting and impressing new peo­
ple, creating tangible end results-proving 
to others and confirming for ourselves that 
we are growing in value as players in the 
work force. I call this process “self-build­
ing for career security.”

We know it is up to us to secure our own 
financial future, and saving early for re­
tirement is only the most obvious method. 

Bruce Tulgan

my night stand along with my other 
evening fiction.

a second degree. We earn enough to pay
our rent, student loans, car insurance, util­
ities and all our other expenses. We dream
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government has been ineffectual in con­
trolling dangerous drugs. Drugs that are 
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'.the hands of children and easily obtain-
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Today's debate: WOMEN'S CONFERENCE

No hidden agenda, just
improving women’s lives

en. Here, women earn

OUR VIEW The intent of the 
Beijing conference 

is to make a better world for 
women and their families.

annihilation of * 

family values 
will impose
Western will 
on the poor, 
uneducated 
women of the 
developing 
world.

Let’s talk re­
ality.

China is not 
going to stop 
its abuses sim­
ply because the 
first lady boy­
cotts this con­
ference. As a 
matter of fact, 
such an affront 
might make
Beijing even 
less inclined to 
reverse the lat­
est outrage, the 
arrest and jail­
ing of human rights activist Harry Wu, a

Worldwide, women 
earn less than men

In 30 other nations, 
women earn a higher 
percentage of male 
wages than U.S. wom-

The upcoming U.N. World Conference 
on Women in Beijing ha*i.a lot of people 
agitated for all the wrong reasons.

They’re worried that U.S. participation 
— especially if first lady Hillary Rodham 
Clinton attends — will send the wrong sig­
nals about American tolerance of Chmese 
human rights abuses. Others warn that a 
bunch of “femi-Nazis” hellbent on global

Sweden
Kenya 
Costa Rica 
France
Poland 

Spain

China 
Bo^desh

75 cents for every dol­
lar men earn. Some 
other nations, with 
women’s percentage of 
men’s wages:
TahzankJ.J -92

aSi.. 91

85
8?

75
i

World average 74.9 
Source: United Nations

As for the philosophical bent of this con­
ference, there’s no denying politics will 
abound. Over 185 nations will be repre­
sented. About 7,000 government delegates 
will attend the Sept 4-15 U.N. conference. 
Another 40,000 non-governmental dele­
gates will meet 30 miles outside the capital. 

Abortion, birth control and other repro­
ductive issues will be hot topics, as well 
they should. But equally compelling will be 
issues such as:
► Equal access to training, credit and 

land for women. Equal pay for equal work
► Equity in health care. Equal opportu­

nity in education and governing.
► Prevention and punishment of rape 

and domestic violence.
There’s good cause for that discussion. 
Worldwide, women perform an estimat­

ed 60% of the work yet earn only 10% of the 
income and own only 1% of the land. Al­
most two-thirds of the world’s illiterate are 
women. Domestic violence is the leading 
cause of death for women ages 14 to 44 
worldwide. And between 85 million and 
114 million women and girls have under­
gone brutal genital mutilation.

Those problems are not confined to the 
undeveloped world. In the U.S., women 
make up 46% of the workforce yet hold 
only 5% of senior management positions. 
And in Congress, U.S. women hold only 
10% of the seats. 

This conference won’t .resolve all those 
inequities. What it can do is inspire a com­
mitment to effect change and show women 
how to make it happen.

Madeleine Albright, U.S. ambassador to 
the U.N. and head of the U.S. conference 
delegation, likes to recall a Chinese poem 
in which a father tells his young daughter 

,, We keep a dog to watch the house; a pig 
naturalized American citizen. is useful, too. We keep a cat to catch a

That does not mean China’s abuses mouse; but what can we do with a girl like 
should be ignored. But in trade and poll- you?
tics, the U.S. has opted for “constructive With thousands of baby girls abandoned 
engagement” on the theory that the only to orphanages each year by Chinese parents 
way to reform this communist relic is to do holding out for sons, Beijing may be the • 
business with it The same logic should ap- perfect place to discuss how to fix the prob- 
ply to the women’s conference. lems of the women of the world.
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Extreme paranoia about government abounds I
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By Marcia Stalmer, USA TODAY
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ture.evil villains of popular imagination. How can trust be restored in America? ton, D.C.
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trust on a person-to-person level.
For trust is at the root of what Alexis de

Public officials can 
restore trust — with
the left and right — 
by ceasing to do harm. 
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During the Cold War, strong
government authority had its
partisans on both the left and
the right Liberals cheered on
the welfare state as the cutting
edge of social justice, while con­
servatives supported the Penta­
gon, armed services and FBI as
bastions of patriotism and law
and order.

Today, these sources of sup­
port have been knocked out
Liberals have grown skeptical
about "big government” solu­
tions to social problems, while 
conservatives no longer see the

fense after the collapse of the USSR. The re-

we are asked to believe that not just one rac- across the board.
1st cop, but a whole network of officers, crim- Paralleling the decline of trust in public
inologists and lab technicians, was out to get authorities is a 'decline in the trust Ameri- 
Simpson. * ‘

Some militia members, for their part, be- ,
lieve that the legitimate UJS. government has sponded affirmatively when asked whether
been usurped by the United Nations, which is they felt "most people” could be trusted; by
planning armed operations to take away 1993, the number had fallen to only 37%. The  
Americans’ guns and liberty. rises in violent crime and in litigation have

This culture of extreme paranoia about both taken their toll. Parents now routinely
it.. 1 _ _________-.• _ f __ • •• « . * ■ .

the left, where many believed that the CIA than trusting of strangers, and*tend to refer new taxes’^and Whitewater"— ^eanTthat

i
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ise, people have to rely on lengthy contracts, product of an individualism tempered by a 
formal rules, bureaucracy and litigation. The strong sense of community is one way of be- 

 - . , L t , American propensity for trust and assocla- ginning this process.
Even more serious is the breakdown of tion is what permitted the country to emerge,

at midcentury, as the world’s premier eco- Francis Fukuyama is the author of the 
nomic power; the decline of trust in recent new book Trust The Social Virtues and the

COMMENTARY 
By Francis 
Fukuyama

In terms of public trust, the government 
can help itself by ceasing to do harm. People 
would trust the government more if it re­
stricted its activities to those things that can­

 not be accomplished by the market and soci­
ety on their own. Multiculturalist and bi­
lingual policies in school systems are one 
example of how the state is actively promot­
ing distrust by creating artificial barriers be­
tween ethnic and racial groups.

Restoration of private trust is a much 
more complicated proposition. Trust and 
community are ultimately based on shared 
moral values — it is impossible to have trust 
in the absence of trustworthy people, that is, 
people who are honest, reliable and seek to 
do the right thing by others. It is therefore 
Impossible to talk about the restoration of 
trust without what historian Gertrude Him- 
melfarb calls the "remoralization” of society, 
that is, the restoration of high standards of 
personal behavior. Religion has a role to play 
here, as does a return to some form of moral 

  education in the school system.
| Public trust can be restored by public 

means, by a government more humble and 
a honest in its reach and ambitions.
' Private trust, on the other hand, is not 

something that can be imposed from the top 
organizations, from schools, churches and down. It must proceed from the bottom up, 
chanties to businesses large and small. A so- through an unwinding of our culture of rights

Johnnie Cochran’s defense of
OJ. Simpson and the right-wing
militias, out of which accused
Oklahoma City bomber Timo­
thy McVeigh is alleged to have
come, have one thing in com­
mon: They both carry to ex­
tremes a distrust of government
and the belief that public au­
thorities are in a vast conspire- need for strong national de-
cy to violate the rights of individuals. f :  2 2— 

For the Simpson defense to be credible, suit is a distrust and'hostility to government

Paralleling the decline of trust in public

cans feel toward each other.
In 1960,_58% of Americans surveyed re- 

been usurped by the United Nations, which is theyfelt

planning armed operations to take away 1993, the number had fallen to only 37%. The
Americans’ guns and liberty. rises in violent crime and in litigation have

This culture of extreme paranoia about both taken their toll. Parents now routinely
public officials started during the 1960s on counsel their children to be suspicious rather years - from Vietnam and Watergate to “no 
fnn loft whoro mnnv koUairozI tkat Cl A __ ______a a___ a a._ a_  . .. . .. _
and Pentagon had secret plans to usurp civil- to the courts what in previous generations distrust But a"democraCT’ in which "

cans who believe that these agencies were day, companies no longer routinely write appointed to servethem arelnfact working
somehow Involved in the Kennedy assassina- recommendations for employees going on to secretly to undermine their rights is not
tion. In the intervening years, this culture of new jobs because a number of employees healthy one.
conspiracy gradually drifted from the far left getting poor recommendations turned “ ...
to the far right Hollywood played a part In around and successfully sued their former
this transition; for the past 20 years, it has not employers.  
been evil Nazis or Soviet agents, but sinister Distrust of government has deep and ven- Tocqueville called the American “art of as^ deradeTthrate^  ̂
U.S. government agencies, that star as the erable roots in American history, and gov- ciation,” that is, the ability of Americans to 
evil villains of popular imagination. emment officials have done a lot in recent work together cooperatively In groups and

pE.i
t

...~

Francis Fukuyama is the author of the

Creation of Prosperity. He is also a senior so­
cial scientist at the RAND Corp, in Washing-
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Beware radical feminists
Militants

X

••

nature of motherhood and the natural bur­
dens of procreation.

A healthy feminism would seek to ac-way in shaping the Platform for Action and 
L ’ - ’ . ’ —-
That agenda focuses on govemment-man- 
<............
rights,” access to birth control, sterilization 
and abortion.

The conference seeks to carry the West’s 
« « - • - * —.

— --- - — - ■ - — w V

along with widespread abortion, family dis-

want to impose their anti-family
views on the rest of the world.

By Armstrong Williams

The women’s conference to be held in

°f

the tastes of Western feminists.
The conference’s Platfopn for Action

 
and thought upon women at home and 
abroad through government intervention.

Proponents of the conference talk about 
it blandly, as though it were simply about 
ensuring women’s basic human rights and 
health.

ural human calling, and both men and 
women are participants.

Women, though, are more constrained 
physically by the process of procreation 
and are more suited to nurture and care for 
children. It is this, the very constraint of 

 r 
pursuits of lucre and power, against which 
feminists rage.

That is why the conference launches an 
all-out assault against fertility in favor of 
sterility. That is why hosting a supposed 
“women’s” conference in China is not un-

eradicating not women s health or rights 
problems, but the very nature of feminini-
ty.

China next month is being billed as a great -T3™18 children. But it is exactly that 
step forward for women’s health and equal- specifically feminine thing, motherhood, 

ity. Actually, it subjects women from other

feminists have in mind *
Child rearing is a difficult and spiritual 

pursuit It involves the cultivation of

;j diseases like AIDS. Feminists have op-
frnm thn 1ICA P05^ references to “family,” “mother- 
nrom me ubA hood„ or «father „

Do these ideas have nothing to do with 
women’s welfare?

Specific sex differences revolve around 
procreation. Women are more physically 
and psychologically geared toward bearing

cruel irony it is. It is almost as if China and 
feminism have a common foe — the pro- 
creative virtue of woman, What the femi-

^feminists, in particular Ma Ab-
zug and her Women s Environmental De­
velopment Organization, have had their

• . 1 • •« M • -

XU UL4V X laulFlXLl 1U1 ZAtllUU CLLLU J 1’ V • —----in preparing the agenda for the conference. cor^ t0 Pen
7L.. aLvuovo VAX guruumturimu- w?™en worldwide and would mclude a 
dated “sexual freedom and reproductive.. ,for. resP^ and recognition of that vital

- and uniquely feminine role of motherhood.
This conference would instead abolish 

TT womanhood itself and do so in the name of 
sexual revolution to the rest o?f the world women’s health 311(1 rights.

.. j - , .,, -. J Armstrong Williams is a businessman, talk-
solution and rampant sexually transmitted show host and author in Washington, D. C.

The simple fact that the conference is io- 
cated in Communist China belies this. No 
forum remotely interested in human rights 
or health would legitimize a regime that en­
forces a one-child-per-couple policy with 
forced abortions and sterilizations.

There is method to this madndSs,



Top of page:

Col 1: Feature on medical ethics. Will move in future series.

Above fold:

Below fold:

(Begin optional trim)

Bottom of page:

(End optional trim)

Col 6: Trying to escape expulsion by Zaire, thousands of 
refugees from Burundi and Rwanda scatter into the countryside 
in a desperate act that one U.N. official says has "all the 
makings of a disaster." (REFUGEES, moved).

Cols 1-3: With a studious jury taking copious notes, an 
internationally respected evidence expert testifies that bloody 
prints on the blue jeans of murder victim Ronald Lyle 
Goldman could have been created by a shoe of a different type 
than one that left prints leading away from the scene of the 
crimes, (with art). (SIMPSON, moved).

Cols 5-6: Israel's secret security force, the Shin Bet, 
announces that it has smashed a network of the Hamas militant 
Islamic movement in the West Bank that it believes planned 
and executed Monday's suicide bombing attack in Jerusalem 
and an earlier attack in Tel Aviv. (MIDEAST-TIMES, moved).

Col 3: Public support for a third-party candidate in the 1996 
presidential race has been rising steadily as President Clinton's 
approval rating continues to decline, according to a survey by 
the Times Mirror Center for the People and the Press. (POLL, 
moved).

Cols 3-4: The media blitz reaches a peak Thursday, when an 
estimated $1 billion budgeted by Microsoft and other industry 
vendors to sell Windows95 and related products begins to 
generate a flood of print and television ads, including one 
featuring a popular Rolling Stones song, (with art). 
(MICROSOFT, moved).

Cols 5-6: The woman's movement, once the preserve of 
wealthy Western countries, is spreading to the rest of the 
world; yet, on the eve of the International Conference on 
Women in Beijing next month, women everywhere fare worse 
than men by just about all measures, concludes the 1995 U.N. 
Development Program report (WOMEN, will move Thursday).

Col 2: College-bound seniors in 1995 chalked up the biggest 
gains in more than a decade in math and verbal skills on the 
Scholastic Assessment Test, but the significance of the new 
scores is being debated because of changes made to the test. 
(SAT-TIMES, moved).

Until the Ruby Ridge controversy, Freeh had enjoyed a 
reputation as an effective and popular law enforcement leader. 
Although Freeh was a federal judge when the Ruby Ridge 
incident occurred, officials he relied on and promoted after 
taking command of the FBI more than a year later, including 
former Deputy Director Larry A. Potts, now are subjects of a 
criminal inquiry by the U.S. Attorney's Office into the Idaho 
incident.

After removing Potts as his deputy, Freeh suspended him 
and four others with pay pending the outcome of the inquiry. 

On the recommendation of the Justice Department's Office of 
Professional Responsibility, their explanations of what took

Freeh said one lesson from a commission, which 
investigated New York City police corruption in 1972, "is that 
police have to police themselves. If you leave policing of a 
law enforcement organization to an outside entity exclusively 
... there is more of a tolerance by police commanders and 
officers to certain
kinds of misconduct. "What you have to do is ensure 
oversight, as we have in this case, with the oversight of the 
Department of Justice and the Office of Professional 
Responsibility, and ultimately the Congress," Freeh said. "It's 
essential that organizations have the responsibility to police 
themselves. If you take that away, you take away the 
accountability and responsibility for assuring professional 
conduct.”

Col 2: In a disturbing sign of the growing danger of 
drug-resistant infections, federal researchers have found that 25 
percent of people with pneumococcal infections are resistant to 
penicillin, which was once nearly infallible in killing the bugs. 
(DRUG-TIMES, moved).

FBl'i Freeh Says Capable
Itself By Bon a Id J. Ostrew= (c) 1! 
Angeles Times=

WASHINGTON FBI Director Louis J. Freeh, saying 
does not doubt the FBI's ability to police itself, Wednesday^^ 

rejected any suggestion that bureau officials' conduct be 
examined by a review process outside the U.S. Justice 
Department, as has been done at some big city police 
departments.

At the same time, Freeh said, he could not think of 
allegations "more serious" than those against the five senior 
FBI officials he recently suspended because of accusations that 
they did not accurately disclose what took place in a 1992 
siege at Ruby Ridge, Idaho. A white separatist's wife was 
killed during the siege by an FBI sniper in what Freeh has 
described as a "tragic accident.”

If the allegations prove to be true, Freeh said, "I can't think 
of anything more serious, and I would be very concerned about 
undermining the public confidence in the FBI."

Freeh, in a telephone interview, voiced no alarm at a 
new poll showing that public confidence in the FBI had 
plummeted in the last three months, possibly tied to 
congressional hearings on the FBI's 1993 siege of the 
Branch Davidian compound near Waco, Texas, in which more 
than 80 people died.

The poll, by the Times Mirror Center for the People & 
the Press, found that only 16 percent of respondents said 
that they have a very favorable opinion of the FBI, 
compared to 34 percent who had a very favorable impression 
just three months ago in an ABC News/Washington Post poll. 
Unfavorable views of the bureau increased from 9 percent 
in May to 28 percent in the current survey.

"The fact remains that in FBI cases going to court, 
where juries are sitting in judgment of FBI agents and 
their credibility, they're in the 96 percentile conviction
rate, which (shows) confidence in (the agency's) 
credibility and reliability," Freeh said. "I would look 
at much more of a variety of indicators than a question 
and answer poll."

Los Angrier Tinos ftm-oditioo Page 1 for 
Thursday, Aug. 24, 1995:
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The Assault on the Women’s Conference Is Specious

The Big Bash In Beijing
Estimated number ot attendees:, :

Politics & People

By Albert R. Hunt
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heart of the argument-as Elizabeth Lurie, 
one of the more articulate conference crit­
ics, has written-ls the following sentence 
in the draft: “In many countries, the dif­
ferences between women’s and men’s 
achievements and activities are still not 
recognized as the consequences of socially 
constructed gender roles rather than im­
mutable biological differences." The word 
“just” should have been inserted before im- 
njutable. But right-wing arguments that 
there are no such things as "socially con-

seemed like a nice group of shoppers. Now 
those Communists rue the day they invited 
hard-charging feminists.

The first lady has been slated to head the 
American delegation. But the deepening 
crisis in U.S.-China relations, especially the 
imprisonment of American citizen Harry 
Wu, has jeopardized that role. The White 
House still insists she’s determined to go. 
But given the elevated stakes prompted by 
the administration’s penchant once again 
to vacillate on this decision and the clearly 
negative domestic consequences, it’ll be a 
surprise if she does. (Reports yesterday 
that China may quickly try, convict and 
then release Mr. Wu, if true, would make it 
much easier for Ms. Clinton to go.)

The larger issue, however, is the con­
certed effort to discredit the conference. 
Critics, mostly movement conservatives or 
religious-right zealots, charge that the 
American delegation to the U.N. confer­
ence has been hijacked by radicals, is 
pushing an anti-family agenda, and will be 
paying homage to a repressive regime. “It

structed gender roles” are as specious as 
radical feminists’ claims that there are no 
such things as biological differences.

This criticism is standard right-wing 
stuff. “In 1985 the conservatives contended 
there was no such thing as women’s is­
sues," recalls Maureen Reagan, the presi­
dent’s daughter, who headed the delega­
tion to the women’s conference in Nairobi 
that year. “Fortunately I had a president 
who knew otherwise.”

The real agenda of the U.S. delegation 
is human rights for women, including a 
call for tougher actions to end violence; 
for vastly expanded economic opportuni­
ties for women and an end to all gender 
discrimination; for more participation of 
women in political and economic decision­
making; and for more attention to 
women’s health problems, including re­
productive health services. But there will 
be no new ground broken or broadening of

X
w

abortion rights issues.
Some of this may get controversial, 

even kooky at times. But listen to Sister 
Kelly, a bona-fide anti-abortionist: “The 
draft document certainly isn’t perfect, but 
it conveys a great deal of respect for 
women on important issues." As for the 
charge that it’s antl-famlly, this scholarly 
nun says: “I have read It twice, and I don’t 
see where they get that idea. There is an 
overwhelming number of references to 
family as that term is commonly under­
stood.” Ms. Mezvinsky, the mother of 11, 
simply notes: "I don't get involved with 
things that don’t celebrate the family.”

3.) Holding a women's conference in 
China, charges New Jersey' Republican 
Rep. Chris Smith, “Is analogous to holding 
a human rights conference in Hitler’s Ger­
many." The highly respected Amnesty In­
ternational has confirmed cases of forced 
abortion and mandated sterilization, 
about pregnant women being rounded up 
in the middle of the night for such das­
tardly acts. “China’s human rights record 
for women is dismal," it concludes.

But Amnesty International also says . 
the location of the U.N. Conference on 
Women “does not diminish the signifi­
cance of the conference itself. It’s not a 
Chinese conference, it is a world confer­
ence addressing a most important Issue."

It’s good that China didn't get the 2000 
Olympics, a celebratory event that would 
have given short shrift to its human rights 
record. But there’s little chance of that 
happening at this conference; there will be 
thousands of Chinese women participat­
ing, and that country’s brutal behavior to­
ward women certainly will be on the table. 
Suppose a human rights convention had 
been held in Berlin In 1936 with tough-talk­
ing, even loudmouth advocates screaming 
about the dangers of human rights abuses 
and bigotry. With thousands of reporters 
present, it might have served as a warning 
of the dangers ahead.

The "Hillary Clinton shouldn’t go to 
Beijing" clamor largely is a smoke screen 
by right-wingers who despise the notion 
of a conference on women in China or 
anywhere else.

The United Nations-sponsored Confer­
ence on Women officially begins Sept. 4 
and is expected to attract more than 40,900 
participants from almost 200 countries. It’s 
in Beijing-actually the potentially trou­
blesome non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) have been isolated more than an 
hour away-because a few years ago 
China, eager to improve its image, offered 
to host anything that moved; this probably

• will represent the most radical, atheistic 
and anti-family crusade in the history of 
(he world." thunders the religious right’s 
James Dobson. ’

On closer examination, these charges 
are sheer sophistry.

1. ) The favorite target of those claiming 
i the U.N. conference is being directed by

anti-family radicals, insensitive to the Chi­
nese regime, is Bella Abzug, the tough­
talking former left-wing congresswoman 
from New York. But the always vocal Ms. 

i Abzug is going to Beijing as one of the 
NGOs after her efforts to become part of 
the official delegation were rebuffed.

The head of the U.S. delegation will be 
U.N. Ambassador Madeleine Albright, the 
mother of three children; a native Czech, 
she and her family fled both the Nazis and 
the Communists. The director of the U.S. 
delegation is former Denfocratic Rep. 
Marjorie Margolies-Mezvinsky, 
mother of 11 children, five adopted. 

Other members of the U.S. delegation 
include vice chairman Thomas Kean, pres­
ident of Drew University and the former 
GOP governor of New Jersey; Elizabeth 
Coleman, chairwoman and CEO of Maid­
enform Inc.; Sister Dorothy Ann Kelly, an 
Ursuline nun who is the president of the 
College of New Rochelle; and Susan Weld, 
a Boston College law professor and wife of 
the Republican governor of Massachu­
setts. This distinguished group is far 
closer to mainstream American women 
than its wacko critics.

2. ) Critics charge that the draft agenda 
for the conference is a radical feminist 
screed, disdainful of family values. Alle­
gations are made that this embraces five 
genders-men, women, homosexual men, 
lesbians and bisexuals-and nowhere 
mentions the words “mother” or “family."

The facts, according to the State De­
partment’s computer, are that “mother" is 
mentioned 13 times and “family" 89 times; 
there is no reference to five genders. The

7,000
0,000
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X 1. Countries represented: 185
2. Delegates: 4,000
3. Non-governmental attendees: 39,000 

; 4. NGO observers of
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What do Women Want? Hotel Rooms for Starters.

Global View

By George Melloan

I

the name of environmentalism, as it did 
with its now infamous Montreal Protocol 
banning widely-used refrigerants to ad­
dress an unsubstantiated claim that these 
chlorofluorocarbons where depleting the 
earth’s ozone layer. But it does have use­
fulness as a global forum, a place where 
representatives from even the most be­
nighted or obscure countries of the globe 
can have a voice.

Some of the voices at the official ses­
sions in Beijing will not ring true for the 
simple reason that they are official voices 
representing governments that are part of 
the problem. Even the unbashfnl Hillary 
Clinton will feel certain constraints be­
cause her husband is trying to damp down

It will keep all these noisy women away 
from Tiananmen Square and all the bitter 
memories they might be able to revive 
about that place. Moreover, it will allow 
China to plead a lack of accommodations 
as an excuse for denying visas to women it 
wishes to exclude from the meetings, dele­
gations from Taiwan and Tibet, for exam­
ple. Huairou has rooms for only about 
10,000 of the 35,000 who have applied from 
countries all over the world to attend the 
NGO meetings. The rest of those China 
chooses to admit will have to be bused 
from Beijing.

Sexist it may be-and even worse, a 
cliche-but the only 'epigram that seems to 
fit this situation is that old line, “Hell hath 
no fury like a woman scorned.” The 
women showing up for both the NGO gath­
erings and the official U.N. sessions, 
which begin next Monday, are mostly in­
clined to be furious even without addi­
tional stimulus. The whole point of this

China’s geriatric male rulers will learn 
this week that they committed a major 
blunder by trying to put women in their 
place, that place being a farm village 35 
miles away from Beijing. The change of 
venue for the unofficial part of the United 
Nations Conference on Women will with­
out doubt raise the anger level of the dele­
gates and insure that China’s loathsome 
human rights record receives a full mea­
sure of attention.

The unofficial meetings, called the 
“Non-Governmental Organizations Forum 
on Women,” will begin Wednesday in the 
little town of Huairou. China’s old men no 
doubt thought they were being clever by 
moving the NGO gatherings out of Beijing.

the conflicts that have arisen lately be­
tween the U.S. and China. The President 
has kowtowed to the Chinese by promising 
to “discourage” Taiwanese officials from 
visiting the U.S.

The U.N. also has a rather fundamental 
contradiction in its own policies. Its Con­
ference on Population and Development in 
Cairo last year tilted heavily toward popu­
lation control, despite strong objections 
from the Vatican. Thus it is not in a posi­
tion to be persuasively critical of the 
abuses of women’s rights in China that are 
directed toward population control. The 
quality of the discussion will be improved 
if Professor Mary Ann Glendon of Harvard 
Law School, who will lead the Vatican del­
egation to Beijing, takes some note of that 
attitudinal conflict.

The yeastier debates will be at the NGO 
meetings, where the American quarrel be­
tween ardent feminists and equally ardent 
defenders of family values will be con­

Fourth World Conference on Women is to 
deplore the way women are treated in the 
180 or so countries that are sending dele­
gations. So just to insure some real fury, 
the old guys, in the politburo banished to 
Huairou the visitors who are likely to be 
the most vocal and undiplomatic.

This move already has earned press at­
tention throughout the world for one of 
China’s dirtiest secrets, the extent to 
which its one-child policy encourages 
abortion of female fetuses and even post­
partum female infanticide. The Chinese, 
with their intense focus on family dynas­
ties, strive to insure that if there can be 
only one child it should be a boy. China 
also goes beyond merely recommending 
one-child families to officially demanding 
abortions and contraception as part of its 
population control policy. ?

These abuses of female rights, part of a 
broader pattern of political trials and im­
prisonment and summary executions, are 
the dark side of a China that has perhaps 
received more credit than it deserves for 
its grants of freedom. The open-door policy 
toward foreign investment and agricul­
tural reforms initiated by Deng Xiaoping 
in 1979 have indeed improved the lot of 
many Chinese individuals. But the Chi­
nese have had little taste of democracy. 
Until the Communist party and local offi­
cials submit to popular choice and a rule of 
law, there is not likely to be much im­
provement in the country’s human rights 
record.

Some U.N. critics have argued that Bei-' 
jing was a bad choice for the conference on 
women for the very reasons cited above. In 
fact, it was a good choice, not that the U.N. 
was overwhelmed by bidders for the 
honor. The U.N. is a poor hand at some of 
the things it undertakes, such as peace­
keeping and trying to control its own inef­
ficient and often corrupt bureaucracies. It 
can be an outright disaster when it inflicts 
enormous economic costs on the world in 

The U'N. also has a 
rather fundamental contra­
diction in its own policies.

tested in a global context. The feminists 
will most likely cite data from the latest 
U.N. Human Development Report showing 
that of the 1.3 billion people in the world 
living in poverty, 70% are women. The 
family values side will be able to retort 
that a major cause of female poverty in the 
developed countries is divorce or births out 
of wedlock. They will insist that women 
contribute to their own undoing by heeding 
the cry of radical feminists to cut them­
selves free of a male partner. To which the 
feminists will retort that if women had 
equal opportunities in the workplace they 
wouldn’t need to be dependent on a male. 
And the family values folks will respond to 
that by saying that the old saying about 
two living as cheaply as one is in fact al­
most true and that the two-parent family is 
a far more efficient economic unit than a 
one-parent family. To which the feminists 
can reply that, yes, but women shouldn’t 
have to do all that housework free of 
charge, and that the total global value of 
unpaid or underpaid “women’s work” adds 
up to $11 trillion, according to the U.N.

And so on and on. There will be little 
doubt about where the U.N. bureaucracy 
stands in this debate. Its “Gender Empow­
erment Measure,” which is part of the Hu­
man Development Report, is a catalog of 
feminist grievances. One of the most fas­
cinating lines in a press release on the 
GEM statistics reads as follows: “Though 
U.S. life expectancy for women is seven 
years longer than for men, it tends to be 
low as compared to other industrialized 
nations.” Perhaps seven years of extra life 
is an inadequate reward for seven years of 
domestic suffering, but it’s not nothing.

Anyway the fireworks will soon begin. 
The Chinese big chiefs could have saved 
themselves a lot of unfriendly attention if 
they had not left several thousand women 
homeless in Huairo. But then Communist 
godfathers are .often their own worst ene­
mies.
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* * *
While rightly concluding that there 

should be respect and consideration on 
each side of the pro-life and pro-choice ar­
gument, your defense of the pro-lifers as

being more “compromising” leaves out 
one rather important fact: I know of no 
pro-choicers who have killed people work­
ing for the pro-life movement.

Robert Feinstein

* * *
According to you, it’s the pro-life side

that overall has proved itself more inclu­
sive and more willing to give up some po­
litical ground. Really? Is that why they’ve
blocked and bombed clinics, harassed the
women entering them and even killed
some of the doctors and security guards?

Pro-choice has always been, and will 
continue to be, the more open-minded and 
"inclusive” side. The pro-choice philoso­
phy, unlike that of the pro-lifers, accepts 
the other opinion. It does not harass been in during my years squared off 
women who decide to have an unwanted against Cold War adversaries as a mem­
pregnancy. It does not resort to violence. It ber of an American “service cryptologic 
lets people make their own decisions, as agency” until I read “Kessler’s a Drag” by 
opposed to the pro-life side, which wants to Alexander Volokh (editorial page, Aug. 8). 
enforce its beliefs on everyone. Mr. Volokh says that during World War II,

Chel Houser you could unmask a Nazi soldier mas­
querading as a GI by asking the fellow, 
“Who won the World Series?”

The Russians I was so well trained to 
observe and avoid could have racked me 
until I admitted red was yellow, but I still 
would have been unable to muster an ac­
curate response to “Who won the World Se­
ries?" World Cup, maybe (I was raised in 
Europe); Stanley Cup, perhaps (I love 
hockey). But the World Series?

Too bad when they were recruiting us 
for our Russian language lessons that no 
one warned us about having to know 
American baseball lore.

Juan Miguel Pedraza
Senior Correspondent

AGWEEK

Ya Got a Problem
With Our Success?

Your Aug. 10 Politics & Policy article 
did get one thing right (“Conservative Her­
itage Foundation Finds Recipe for Influ­
ence: Ideas + Marketing = Clout”): Of all 
those trying to end business-as-usual in 
the nation’s capital, nobody has done 
more, with greater effect, than the Her­
itage Foundation.

This success, however, seems to haunt 
you. You appear bothered by the fact that 
the people responsible for writing the Her­
itage success story are well-compensated. 
You express concern that our Asian Stud­
ies Center is endowed by Asian donors, 
and that we actually take positions on is­
sues affecting the countries where those 
donors are headquartered. And it bothers 
you that we devote more of our resources 
to “marketing" than our competitors, a 
strategic decision that we believe helps ac­
count for our success.

Unfortunately, such hangups have re­
sulted in sloppy reporting. For example, 
you are correct that we have four large 
Asian donors, all of whom are named in 
our annual report. But you miss the fact 
that we have more than 200,000 contribu­
tors overall.

Hicksville, N.Y.
* * *

Recent House Judiciary Committee 
hearings on legislation known as the “Par­
tial Birth Abortion Ban” exemplify your 
contention that, overall, abortion advo­
cates have been “uncompromising.” Al­
though it may seem inconceivable that any 
compassionate person could support the 
partial-birth abortion (which involves par­
tially delivering a late-term child and then 
brutally ending his or her life), “pro­
choice” stalwarts Patricia Schroeder and 
Barney Frank actively lobbied against 
banning this procedure, which, it seems, 
blurs the line between abortion and infan­
ticide.

You erred, however, when you asserted 
that it is possible to be “both pro-life and 
pro-choice,” i.e. for abortion only in the 
cases of rape or fetal deformity. It is not a 
pro-life position to assert that some abor­
tions can be defended, while others can­
not.

The pro-life movement stands on the 
side of life and justice for mother and 
child, no less for one than for the other. 
Our hearts break for any woman who has 
been the victim of rape, but a child should 
not be killed based solely on the circum­
stances of his or her conception. Moreover, 
the child’s mother should not be further 
traumatized by abortion, which only con­
tinues the cycle of violence begun by the 
rape and can aggravate the woman’s phys­
ical and psychological injury. And the fact 
that an unborn child may be “severely ill” 
should inspire in us greater care and con­
cern-not. provide the justification to take 
an innocent life.

A Host of Images
Walter J. Benjamin’s Aug. 16 editor- 

ial-page essay, “Fatherless Heaven; Fa­
therless Children,” contains some signif­
icant misrepresentations that must be 
addressed. He states that “mainline reli­
gious institutions , . . influenced by a 
feminist agenda . . . have expunged 
liturgy and Scripture of ‘God the Father’ 
and other 'words that hurt.’ ” The Epis­
copal Church, certainly a mainline insti­
tution, is currently studying and using 
an expansive liturgy, one that expands 
the imagery for God to include both 
male and female aspects of our creator 
that are revealed in Scripture and 
throughout the Christian tradition. No 
one has suggested removing “God the 
Father” from the liturgy or teaching of 
the church, rather this very worthwhile 
image has been “added to,” to more ac­
curately reflect the totality of the Chris­
tian tradition.

Within Scripture God is imaged as 
judge (Genesis 18:25); midwife (Psalm 
22:9-10) dew, gardener (Hosea 14:5-7); 
rock (2nd Samuel 22:2-3); father (Mark 
14:36); comforting mother (Isaiah 66:13); 
good shepherd (Psalm 23:1); she-bear 
(Hosea 13:8) and woman searching for a 
lost coin (Luke 15), to name a few. For the 
writers of Scripture a host of images were 
needed to describe the richness of their ex­
perience of God; the same is true of some 
of the church fathers.

Both Martin Luther and John Calvin de­
scribe God as mother. Why? Because one 
image of God, used exclusively, distorts 
the reality of the one incomprehensible 
God, who is beyond the constraints of any 
human language.

The liturgical revision currently under 
way in the Episcopal Church is based on a 
well-known three-legged stool not men­
tioned by Mr. Benjamin, that of scripture, 
tradition and reason. Recovering and re­
capturing lost tradition is what is being 
suggested, not inventing something out of 
whole cloth to answer only a 20th-century 
concern.

The Rev. Elizabeth R. Geitz 
Episcopal Priest 

author, “Gender and 
the Nicene Creed”

Westfield, N.J.

It Could Be Torture
For a Non-Sports Fan

I never realized what peril I must have

r Your Aug. 14 editorial “Jane Roe’s 
^Choice” is a transparent attempt to cloak 
your antichoice opinion under the veil of 
self-alignment with the so-called “compas­
sionate center.” Odd that you should call 
for your readers “to learn to manage some 
respect for each other’s views” when you 
can barely refer to pro-choice advocates 
without sounding demeaning.

For example, you cite the “shrill warn­
ings” from pro-choicers, who fear the loss 
of reproductive freedom. “Shrill” is not a 
word associated with reasoned debate; nor 
(and not incidentally) is it often used to de­
scribe the voices of men. Similarly you re­
fer to Norma McCorvey’s “former sisters" 
repudiating her, now that she’s jumped 
ship from the “movement”; a rather snide 
attempt to devalue the women’s movement 
with its own language [Ms. McCorvey was 
the “Jane Roe” of Roe vs. Wade.]

It is bordering on the ridiculous to de­
nounce the “fiery rhetoric” of both sides 
and yet employ only these examples while 
ignoring the pro-life picketers and clinic 
bomb threats.

Again, your language is revealing when 
you suggest that the American public may., 
not be “unsympathetic to the plight of a 
young woman or girl who makes a mistake 
or is raped or who finds out she is carrying 
a severely ill fetus.” Your failure to recog­
nize that the “mistake” of an unplanned 
pregnancy is not hers alone, but rather, 
the product of two, puts your approach to 
the subject of abortion in the era of “The 
Scarlet Letter." * ■

For those of us concerned about the 
“big hand” of government, (a fear your 
paper generally shares when it comes to 
money), reproductive freedom is clearly 
something to be concerned about. On July 
19, the House voted to deny federal em­
ployees from choosing a health care plan 
that provides abortion coverage. On Aug. 
5, the Senate concurred. Perhaps even 
worse, the House passed an amendment 
on Aug. 3 that will allow states to deny 
Medicaid funding of abortions for victims 
of rape and incest.

If this doesn’t worry you, so be it, but 
don’t hide your contempt for pro-choice ad­
vocacy behind a “rational and centrist” 
plea.
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these issues with a nonbinding platform that urges 
all thp signatory nations to remove legal barriers 
to achievement for women and ensure universal 
access tn education by the year 2015. These efforts 
are obscured by the redundant, divisive debate on

achieve a sustainable world. The Cairo plan calls

lust by throwing condoms at the proUem but by
improving the education uf girls and empowering
women to take charge of their own reproductive

health and economic lives.
The vain hope among conferees wis for these

Last fall a heady consensus was reached in Cai­

ro at the United Nanon’s conference on population 
and development. Delegates from IsG nations rad- 
fled an action plan tliat for the first rime estab­
lished the centrality of women in tie effort to

world’s fcmalai. Women compjnse a 
the poor in every countiy. . -L 
world’s illiterate population is femr-e. Ot the LA’ 
million children who lack access even to primary 

education, Gfi percent are girls.
The Beijing conference is designed to take on

I!
i
!

niJ^ a -asoritv of no ease should abortion be promoted as a method 
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reasonable, good-faith compromises. Conferees 
gathering there intending to improve the lives of 
half the world should get on with it.
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principles to dovetail with the Fourth World Con­
ference on Women, which opens in "wo weeks in

Jesse Helms, chairman of the Senate Foreign Re­
lations Committee, blasted the conference on the 
Senate floor, calling it “a smorgasbord for radicals 
who are constantly fighting againet traditional 
family values” and complaining because the draft 
platform does not include the word “mother.” A 
fundamentalist group called Focus _on; the Family 

ence “recognizes five genders.”
In Cairo, much of die action plan’s meaning 

-— similarly lost in the translation. The United

forcing Western, secular values on religious na­
tions. But the Cairo document is in fact remark­
ably sensitive to cultural differences. What the 
document actually says is that women should have

Beijing. But already a handful of oeiegatons want 

to reopen <------ -- ------------
ing family planning and at-ortion. I: delegates are 
distracted by the weary business of defending last

tant new work before Beijing: proteerr-g the civil 

and human rights of women against :orced mar­

riages, domestic violence, teen-age.pregnancy, 
child labor and discrimination m cation, em­
ployment, credit and property ownership.
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Womens £ens, denying them equality with men
 ^efore the courts, in property law.

■ Rights,
Human
Rights

. ’ By Geraldine A. Ferraro

V
tlon at all, to punish China for its

♦

and Harry Wu. 1;

Russell Baker is on a short leave of 
absence.

Boycotting 
the Beijing 

conference will 
hurt the U.S.

' Geraldine A. Ferraro, a lawyer, is a 
■*r member of the delegation to the Unit- 
'J’ed Nations Conference on Women.

.education, health care and politics. 
The Beijing conference will remind its 
hosts and the more than 180 partici­
pating governments that in 1993 in 
yienna, at the World Conference on 
Human Rights, they agreed that wom­
en are human — that abuse of women 
js an abuse of human rights.

■ At last year’s United Nations Con­
ference on Population and Develop­
ment in Cairo, the world’s govem- 
rinents affirmed that educating wom­
en and girls and increasing their 
.options in life are the single best 
investments any country can make. 

In Beijing, debate will focus on how 
!to convert these fine ideas into reality. 
■The draft document for this meeting 
-says that on critical issues such as 
-population growth, poverty, famine, 
tihe spread of AIDS, domestic violence, 
stlliteracy, women’s rights have al­
ready been recognized as key to get- 
•ting these problems under control. 
"“Weren’t the last three confer- 

•ences enough?” some bureaucrats 
’■mutter. “Weren’t the Cairo conclu­
sions satisfactory?”

- Well-meaning sympathizers say 
I '-change will have to come slowly.

> Human rights defenders like Har-

’oices are growing
louder in Washington
against American
participation in the 
United Nations Con­
ference on Women in

Beijing next month. Powerful Republi­
cans say Hillary Rodham Clinton’s 
participation would lend credibility to 
a repressive regime. They say Wash­
ington should refuse to send a delega­
tion at all, to punish China for its
human rights record.

Yet the American delegation, led by 
Madeleine Albright, the chief Ama 
can representative at the United Na- 
tions, should hold firm. This confer- j /yy y/u who dare to speak out against 

<.i n-. . ^dictatorships hear that excuse in

?their prison cells. And women have 
^heard it for centuries. They don’t 
want to hear it all over again, and 

that will be the message if the Bei­
jing conference is disrupted for nar­
row political reasons.

This will be certainly be the case if 
.(the United States does not send a 
Relegation to this conference. Those 

who are pushing for Washington to 
njx)ycott are trying to keep away the 
1 leader in the United Nations on human 
frights in China and human rights for 
fwomen. We cannot afford to take a 
chance that the world will back away 

‘’’’from the agreements reached in Cairo 
•and in Vienna the year before.
'' That’s 'what the Chinese Govern­

ment wants. We owe it to the world's 
women to attend, especially the 5,000 
Chinese women who are planning to 
be there. They will return to their 
cities and villages to spread the word 

“ about problems that are taboo in pub- 
-lic discussion — coerced abortion, fe- 
’ftnale infanticide, forced sterilization, 
^‘domestic violence.

 If the American delegation fails to
''go to Beijing, who wins? Not Harry 
•’’Wu. Not women. Not the United 

• ^ States. Only China’s hard-liners will 
- have reason to cheer if we stay 
' home.

ence, along with parallel meetings of 
grass-roots organizations, is expected 
to be the largest international meeting 
in history. The issue it will address is 
riot women’s rights but human rights: 
they are the same thing.

• China’s detention of the American 
activist Harry Wu is appalling, and 
Washington is correct to make his 
Release a top priority. But boycotting 
altogether to protest his arrest will 
dnly be counterproductive. Whether 
or not Mrs. Clinton chooses to attend, 
the presence of the United States at 1 
the meeting is essential.

Women in China and around the 
world are demanding that their gov­
ernments take action against rape, 
genital mutilation, wife-burning, do­
mestic violence, the enslavement of 
children and forced abortions. They 
are tired of authorities at the nation­
al and local levels who pretend these 
crimes don’t exist or justify out­
rageous abuses of women by attrib­
uting them to “cultural practices.” 
; Women want their governments to 
stop treating them as third-class citi-

c

v
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HEADLINE: BEIJING AIMS AT ITS OWN FOOT;
CHINA AGAIN SEEMS TO BE SABOTAGING ITS IMAGE IN THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY
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These actions are worrisome and self-wounding, bringing into guestion China's 
sincerity in mending strained U.S.-Sino relations. They also undermine the 
prospects for a meeting of the countries' top leaders, recently discussed in 
Brunei by Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen and Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher.

Relations have not been so strained since 1989, when the Chinese army turned 
its guns on citizens during the Tian An Men demonstrations. Beijing has been 
upset since May, when Washington approved an unofficial visit to the United 
States by Taiwan's President Lee Teng-hui. Beijing recalled its ambassador 
because it was so offended by this action — which Washington made clear 
involved no change in its "one-China" policy. A few weeks later China test-fired 
a ballistic missile toward Taiwan.

A big question is whether First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will attend. 
President Clinton said on Thursday that no decision had been made but the United 
States would send a strong delegation whether or not Mrs. Clinton goes. Under 
current circumstances, neither a summit nor a visit by Mrs. Clinton seems a 
sound idea.

On June 19, Wu, a Chinese-born U.S. citizen who has publicized human rights 
abuses in his native country, was arrested in China. He is being held in a 
prison, accused of espionage. The State Department reports he is well.

BODY:
Eight weeks after the arrest of activist Harry Wu, and less than a month 

before thousands of women will converge on Beijing for a conference of the 
United Nations, Chinese authorities have started a new roundup of dissidents. As 
if that was not troubling enough, Beijing said Thursday that it will begin a 
second series of guided missile and artillery tests in the East China Sea north 
of Taiwan.

U.S. officials are pressing Beijing to release Wu. In the Brunei talks, 
Christopher said it would be "very difficult ... to envision" a summit until 
after Wu's release. Meanwhile, there have been reports of other dissidents being 
arrested. Tong Zeng, held 24 hours, was released with a warning not to give news 
conferences until after the U.N. conference on women, which ends Sept.

Metro; Part B; Page 8; Editorial Writers Desk

August 11, 1995, Friday, Home Edition
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* Hillary Rodham Clinton is the honorary chairwoman of the U.S. delegation, 
to be led by U.N. Ambassador Madeleine Albright. But it would take the First 
Lady's presence to draw the world's attention to the growing impoverishment of 
the world's women and the effort to redefine women's rights as human rights.

Copyright 1995 The Times Mirror Company 
Los Angeles Times

* The current strains between the United States and China are irrelevant. 
This is a multilateral, international conference that will bring together 40,000 
women from all regions of the world. The United States can best champion the 
conference's goals by sending its First Lady to the meetings. The imprisonment 
of human rights activist Harry Wu requires urgent attention by the State 
Department, but not an embargo of an international conference that will 
publicize the importance of human rights.

* Hillary Clinton should not be required to boycott China when the President 
has decided to allow U.S. trade with the world's most populous nation.

* The best reason for Hillary Clinton to attend is that the Chinese 
government has made every effort to sabotage this conference. Just by her 
presence, she will ensure the visibility of the non-government organizations and 
the issues they will raise.

While he waffles. President Clinton should consider why America's First Lady 
should attend this important gathering:

BYLINE: By RUTH ROSEN, Ruth Rosen, a professor of history at UC Davis, writes 
regularly on politics and culture.

HEADLINE: MR. PRESIDENT, SEND YOUR WIFE TO CHINA;
POLICY: THE U.S. CAN BEST CHAMPION THE GOALS OF THE U.N. CONFERENCE ON WOMEN BY 
HAVING HER LEAD THE DELEGATION.

* Bill Clinton needs a majority of U.S. women's votes in order to win 
reelection in 1996. So far, his Administration has trivialized the U.N. 
conference, treating it as a cute gathering of "the girls." Yet, women across 
the nation, particularly many poor and minority women, have spent the past 
decade preparing for it. How will a campaigning Clinton explain that he wouldn't 
allow his wife, a long-time activist on behalf of women's and children's rights, 
to attend a conference concerned with improving the economic and physical 
well-being of the world's women?

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton waits while her husband and his foreign policy experts 

debate whether she should attend the fourth U.N. Conference on Women in 
September in China. What a sobering image for the women of the world to 
contemplate.
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While the President dithers, the Chinese government is working overtime to 
subvert the conference's success. Having lost its bid for the Olympic Games 
after the Tian An Men Square massacre, China hoped to recapture some 
international stature by hosting what it imagined to be a harmless ladies' tea 
party.

Now that tens of thousands of feminists and human-rights activists are about 
to pour into China, Beijing is busily engaged in damage control.

In response to complaints, the Chinese government sent an "advisory" 
suggesting that some women might prefer sightseeing to attending the 
conference. To discredit Western participants, officials are spreading rumors 
that most are prostitutes or lesbians. To stifle human-rights activists, China 
has denied visas to entire delegations, including groups that support Tibetan 
independence and gay rights. To limit publicity, China has restricted foreign 
journalists' visas. Of the Chinese press, only the official New China News 
Agency will be allowed to cover the conference.

To silence the most radical activists at the conference, China has moved the 
NGO forum to a resort town 35 miles outside of Beijing that can accommodate only 
one-quarter of the anticipated participants and is ill-equipped for electronic 
communication with the rest of the world.

Save the moral indignation. The United States can best promote democratic 
change there and elsewhere by improving our own nation's commitment to human 
rights. Send Hillary to China, Mr. President. The women of the world are 
watching.

In the face of such resistance, how can the Administration not send our First 
Lady to China? The President's aides are reportedly fearful that she will become 
embroiled in some embarrassing diplomatic nightmare. Excuse me, but there are 
few individuals in the Administration more adept or articulate than Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. And what could be more embarrassing than an American delegation 
whose chairwoman has been kept at home by her husband, the President?
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But United States participation in the world women's conference is not a 
favor to China. It is a show of respect and support for the efforts of women in 
this country and around the world. On almost all the issues scheduled for 
discussion, Washington figures to be a powerful ally of those favoring women's 
political, economic and human rights. If the official American delegation stayed 
home, the cause of women's freedom would be weakened, not strengthened.

Copyright 1995 The New York Times Company 
The New York Times

A number of these issues remain under negotiation, but few now expect China 
to live up to its pledges of a conference open to all legitimate participants. 
This week Beijing began using the conference as a pretext for a new roundup of 
dissenting intellectuals and activists.

The same reasoning argues for sending the most high-powered delegation 
possible. Mrs. Clinton is an especially articulate advocate on these issues. Her 
presence would enhance the visibility and authority of the American delegation. 
It could also help thwart Chinese attempts to restrict press coverage and 
exclude unwelcome voices.

These issues matter deeply to Americans, and many have been special concerns 
of the Clinton Administration. The United States should be a conspicuous 
participant at the Beijing conference, with the First Lady, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, leading the official delegation.

BODY:
Early next month as many as 50,000 people from around the world will go to 

Beijing to attend the United Nations' Fourth World Conference on Women and a 
parallel gathering of grass-roots women's organizations. The two meetings will 
discuss subjects like women's access to health care and education, their role in 
economic development and politics and problems such as family violence and abuse 
of human rights.

It is tempting to consider boycotting the conference to protest China's 
behavior, its forced abortion and sterilization policies and its detention of an 
American citizen and human rights activist, Harry Wu.

China's leaders, fearing free discussion of their own repressive policies, 
have done everything they can to damage the conference's credibility and divert 
attention from its women's rights agenda. Betraying its host-country 
responsibilities, China has arbitrarily excluded participants from Taiwan and 
Tibet, restricted press coverage and exiled the grass-roots meeting to a remote 
site more than 30 miles from the main conference. It has also placed obstacles 
like complex special visa requirements in the path of third-world women of 
limited means who have been saving up for months to attend the meeting.
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It would only hand a quiet victory to China's repressors for the strongest 
advocates of women's liberty to stay away from Beijing. The United States should 
be there in force and in full voice.

Obviously, the White House cannot agree to any conditions on her attendance 
that would undermine larger United States policies toward China. She should not, 
for example, hold meetings with top Chinese leaders while Harry Wu remains in 
jail. But Washington's differences with Beijing should not be taken out on the 
women from around the world who have invested their hopes in this important 
international conference. Nor should they be a reason for abandoning China's 
more than 500 million women.
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Views

HE WHITE HOUSE decision to send 
a full delegation to the international 
women’s rights conference in China 

next month was the right one.
U.N. Ambassador Madeleine Albright 

makes a good case when noting it makes no 
sense “in the name of human rights, to boy­
cott a conference that has, as a primary pur­
pose, the promotion of human rights.”

But an ordinary level of participation in 
the conference is as far Washington 
should go. Unless China c Herable
about-face, the White House could scrap 
any plans to send HiDary Rc 11 Clinton.

Having the U.S. first lady travei to Bei­
jing would grant the Chinese government 
the extraordinary level of international rec­
ognition it covets even as it takes step after 
step to cement its image as a repressive 
threat both internally and externally.

There are China’s continued detention of 
U.S. activist Harry Wu and other dissidents, 
threatening missile test; conducted in the 

*

seas near Taiwan, and China’s belligerence 
over the U.S. visit of the Taiwanese presi­
dent. There’s also its suspected military 
technology sales to outlaw regimes and its 
military buildup occurring while it focuses 
on territorial disputes with its neighbors.

All of this points to a China not much 
interested in human rights or peaceful coex­
istence. The symbolism of having the first 
lady visit under such circumstances would 
send entirely the wrong signal about accep­
tance of China’s outrageous behavior.

Still, as a growing power both economi­
cally and militarily, China is too big to ig­
nore. So, too, is the issue of women’s rights. 
The U.S. should be at the conference to ex­
ert leadership forcefully — or as forcefully 
as it can, given Congress’ regressive stence 
on issues of reproductive freedom.

Sending traditional diplomats but keeping 
the first lady at home walks a fine line, but 
an important one.

The right call on China 
But first lady should not join Beijing visitors 

T
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China's at the top of the news this morning with the 

THIS WEEK WITH DAVID BRINKLEY
AUGUST 27, 1995

Daniel G. Rauh
Office of the Press Secretary

But the detention of Harry Wu, an American citizen, was just 
one of the irritants in the relationship between the U.S. and 
China, which experts say is at it's lowest in many years. 
Missile testing, Taiwan, trade, all are major issues grating on 
U.S.-Chinese friendship.

We'll talk about those questions, and Mrs. Clinton's 
trip with the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights, former Democratic Congresswoman, Geraldine 
Ferraro, and Republican Congresswoman, Susan Molinari. 
Then, some foreign policy experts from Capitol Hill, 
Indiana Republican Senator, Richard Lugar, and Indiana 
Democratic Congressman, Lee Hamilton.

ROBERTS: Harry Wu's out. Hillary Clinton's going in.
It looks like a simple trade. China's expulsion of human 

rights activist, Harry Wu, cleared the way for the White House 
announcement that the First Lady will be attending the U.N. 
Women's Conference in Beijing next month.

SPEAKERS LIST: RICHARD LUGAR (R-IN), UNITED STATES SENATOR, LEE 
HAMILTON (D-IN), UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE, GERALDINE FERRARO, 
U.S. AMBASSADOR TO THE U.N. HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, SUSAN 
MOLINARI (R-NY), UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE, SAM DONALDSON, 
ABC, COKIE ROBERTS, ABC, GEORGE WILL, ABC

In our round table discussion, a look at Republican 
front runner Bob Dole, is he beginning to slip? Helping 
answer that question will be Sam Donaldson, George Will, 
joined by Bill Kristol of the soon to be published 
magazine, ''The Standard.'' That's all coming up on our 
THIS WEEK program.



V

TARNOFF (VIDEOTAPE): We have too much at stake, both 
in China and the United States to neglect the 
relationship, to try to isolate one and the other, and I 
have the conviction that the Chinese shared very much 
those, those sentiments.

announcement of a possible summit meeting between the U.S. 
and China in October. That's not likely to sit well with 
Human Rights activist Harry Wu. In a radio interview, 
yesterday, Wu criticized the First Lady's decision to go to 
Beijing, saying it means the Chinese win.

For more on the likelihood of a summit between leaders 
of the U.S. and China, and the background to the decision, 
we go now to ABC's Jim Laurie in Beijing. Jim.

And The New York Times reports this morning, that a 
video tape of racist activities by Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms agents, might have been doctored. It might have 
been a set up by a disgruntled former policeman, angry 
about his exclusion from the Good 01' Boys Round-up.

LAURIE: The sudden release Thursday of Chinese
American human rights activist, Harry Wu, provided a more 
positive atmosphere for a fence mending mission which 
encompassed a list of problems which seem about as long as 
China's Great Wall.

U.S. Undersecretary of State, Peter Tarnoff, was able, 
however to start discussions on a possible October meeting 
between President Clinton, and the Chinese leader Jiang 
Zemin.

Human rights abuses continue on a large scale. Harry Wu's 
release did nothing for thousands of other pro-democracy 
activists in jail, or in work camps. Recent statements about 
Taiwan seem threatening. Chinese leaders see Taiwan as a 
renegade province, were angered by Taiwan President Lee 
Teng-hui's trip to Cornell University in June, and now demand the 
Clinton administration promise nothing like that will happen

LAURIE: The easing of tensions over Harry Wu also
makes it more politically acceptable for Hillary Clinton 
to take part in the U.N.'s International Women's 
Conference in Beijing next week.

CLINTON (VIDEOTAPE): The reason these men and women 
are going to Beijing is to focus world attention on the 
issues that matter most to women and families: healthcare, 
education, economic opportunity, political freedom and 
participation, and human rights.

LAURIE: Beyond the limited visit of Mrs. Clinton,
Chinese behavior remains belligerent. Mending relations 
between Washington and Beijing won't be easy.



V

again.

TARNOFF:

MUNROE (VIDEOTAPE):

TARNOFF:

LILLEY (VIDEOTAPE):

TARNOFF:

TARNOFF:

YAHUDA:

for all China's bluster and
leaders have reason to want a thaw

For Beijing, Taiwan presents an embarrassing 
contrast. Taiwan is holding free elections for President 
next year, while China remains a one-party police state.

Some analysts see China's new aggressiveness 
the result of a greater military voice in decision-making 
under China's President Jiang Zemin.

Others see Chinese policy suffering from the 
absence of the man who was the dominant power broker here 
for the past 17 years, the ailing Deng Xiaoping, who just 
marked his 91st birthday.

China has launched a policy of intimidation. 
In a single month Beijing has staged two military 
exercises, firing missiles in the China Sea, within 80 
miles of the island of Taiwan. It's also carried out two 
nuclear tests in three months, part of a long list of 
military actions that worry U.S. policy makers.

We've got to get at this proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction. Longer-range missiles to Pakistan, 
missile guidance systems to Iran, nuclear cooperation with 
Pakistan and Iran, this is not good news. We've got to get a 
handle on this.

Hillary Clinton's visit here makes sense in the context 
of China's desire to host a successful U.N. Conference. 
And Chinese leader Jiang Zemin wants something more — a 
high profile summit with President Clinton before the end 
of the year. A reason to try and paper over differences

Deng Xiaoping, who used to be like the 
mastermind behind the scenes, is no longer politically 
active. And as a result, he is not able to ensure that 
Sino-American relations are kept on a reasonable basis.

TARNOFF: Still,
uncertainty, Beijing 
in relations.

Taiwan is intolerable to them on
that level, because it is a Chinese country which has 
achieved democracy and is doing fine. I think they are 
prepared — they are determined to curtail that 
ideological, political threat.

SHAMBAUGH: He's given the military everything they
want: increased budgets, better weapons, and increased 
domestic political profile. But Jiang Zemin knows that 
his own political future depends very much on his ties to 
the Chinese military.



Cokie.now.

(BREAK)

ROBERTS:

What

ROBERTS:

MOLINARI:

Well I think you have to add a step further,FERRARO:

It's about
It's about all

FERRARO:
throughout the world.

Congresswoman Ferraro, we have the human 
rights activist, Harry Wu, saying that he thinks that Mrs. 
Clinton going to Beijing is a win for the Chinese, 
do you think about that?

Congresswoman Molinari, you've been concerned 
about women's issues, but you don't think it's a good idea 
for Mrs. Clinton to be going.

Well, I think it's a win for women, women
Remember, this is the Fourth World 

Conference on Women and it is being held in China because 
that is the region of the world whose turn it was to hold 
the conference. China was the only country in Asia that 
bid on the conference.

I agree with Geraldine that this is, and could be, an 
important conference. But when we have the kind of 
tension that is existing between the United States and 
China right now, when you have the controlled media that 
China has there's no doubt that China is going to use the 
visit of Mrs. Clinton as a propaganda tool to tell the 
people in China that all must be OK.
The first lady of the United States is actually coming 

here to participate in a conference. How bad can we be?

ROBERTS: Thank you, Jim. Is Hillary Clinton's
decision to go to China the right one? We'll ask 
Geraldine Ferraro and Susan Molinari when we come back.

But it is a conference about women, and what is 
happening to women throughout the world. As you indicated 
in your piece at the very beginning of this show, it's on 
economic rights. It's on violence and what's happening to 
women throughout the world on violence, 
education. It's about political rights, 
these issues, human rights, obviously.

No I don't. First of all I don't think it's 
a good idea for the conference to be held in China in the 
first place. I think it would have sent an even more 
powerful message if the United Nations international 
planning committee would have said, the human rights 
violations and the agreed violations against women in 
China make it impossible for us to do anything that might 
even intimate that we're condoning what goes on there. 
Clearly when Mrs. Clinton goes as first lady of the United 
States of America it sends a number of mixed messages.



I

MOLINARI:

(UNKNOWN):

I need my assertiveness training.WILL:

Come see me after the show.(UNKNOWN):

let

terrible way. 
who are out.

This conference is going to come out with 147 page 
document that's going to address the concerns of women 
throughout the world. And let me also say to you that 
China will be criticized in that document as well. 
China's position with reference to forced abortions, with 
reference to the fact that women don't participate in the 
political system in China, with reference to the fact that 
women in the work force are dealt with improperly and in a 

If there are firings to be done it's women 
Women are forced into slavery...

though. Also former president Bush is going to be there at 
the same time. When people say, "Oh, my goodness, that's 
on a private visit,'' knowing the Chinese, if they're 
going to use Mrs. Clinton's visit there as a propaganda 
item, they are bound to also use President Bush's visit. 
Let's go a step further. Going the next step further, 
what you're doing, Susan, is raising it to a bilateral 
position of the United States vs. China, which this is 
not. The bilateral issues are separate and apart from 
what's going on at this conference.

Geraldine, those are all very important.
But let me just add to this. I think Hillary Clinton 
going raises it to a bilateral level. When you have all equal 
status of members throughout the world community, that keeps it 
focused — and the attention of the world community — on 
the issues at hand. Right now all anybody's talking about 
in the world is the fact that the first lady is going. And 
that's very distracting.

Congresswoman, let me let some of the 
gentlemen in here. George, go ahead. Two New York women 
on a show, it's very (OFF-MIKE).

FERRARO: Well it's not... No one is addressing the human
rights situation in China when we go to this conference. And 
me just say to you, George, that I participate as the U.S. 
representative in Geneva at the Human Rights Commission, with 
reference specifically to human rights issues throughout the 
world. And China, if you take a look at what you've done, and 

WILL: Ms. Ferraro, the Chinese very much wanted the
year 2000 Olympics and didn't get it. When the Russians 
had the Olympics we boycotted them because of the invasion 
of Afghanistan. Correct the ethics on this. Tell us what 
the ethics now are. Because a lot of Americans say that 
you and other American liberals would not have gone to a 
meeting like this in Berlin in 1935 and Madrid in 1955 and 
Johannesburg in 1985. Why this acquiescence?



the various meetings each year, China is very much a subject of 
what's going on.

So the First Lady's not going to go in there and do 
anything and act as forcefully as she needs to, to 
mitigate any problems she's causing by going over there,

But she can't do that, because as we just learned when 
we got into this segment on the show that President 
Clinton is acknowledging, and we're in a very precarious 
position between the United States and China right now.

And I see, in that instance, that truly China will be a 
winner, because the United States will not be there, the 
document will be weakened, and we will have done a 
disservice to women throughout the world.

FERRARO: If we don't participate in this one and make
sure that the things that we have achieved for women in 
those other conferences are at least maintained in this 
document, I see a weakening of will with reference to the 
rights of women, and the human rights of women throughout 
the world.

wall,'' 
system.

WILL: Congresswoman Molinari, given that Mrs.
Clinton's going, what should she say? How assertive 
should she be about forced abortion and forced 
sterilization? We have the example of Ronald Reagan 
standing at the Berlin Wall saying, "tear down this 

speaking at Moscow University, challenging the 
What should Mrs. Clinton do?

MOLINARI: Well, here we come to the heart of what's going to
be the near impossible problem right now. Mrs. Clinton clearly 
should go there and use every opportunity she gets to address the 
Chinese government. And speak out against forced abortion, 
forced sterilization, and the egregious human rights record that 
China has for men and for women.

What I'm saying to you is this is different from the 
Olympics. What comes out of this is not a medal for 
anybody. What comes out of this is a document, a 147 page 
document, that will be agreed to by consensus of all the 
nations there — 184, well, states, that are participating.

1

And China will be responsible to adhere to the 
agreements that are made in that document. And that 
document will address human rights issues for women in 
China as well as women throughout the world. If the 
United States does not participate, and we are the leader 
and have been the leader in Vienna, in Cairo, in 
Copenhagen on other international conferences in which the 
world has participated.



China.

MOLINARI: Sure.

I

FERRARO: Well, let me just say to you, Sam, that if
you take a look at the document, the document is very specific 
with reference to abuses, but does not name any individual 
country by name. It just doesn't.

because she is the wife of the President of the United 
States. And her words will be interpreted as words of the 
President. And here we go, therefore, worsening the whole 
geopolitical situation between the United States and

There is no way we can win this situation as it
stands today.

DONALDSON: China has a record of — it's an awful
record on human rights. We, as you know, link that to our 
most favored nation status. But every year we find a way 
to make an exception and say there's been enough progress.

' 'and
"China?"

Whether or not Hillary Clinton will get up and talk 
specifically about China will take that whole conference 
and put it in a different sphere than what it should be 
in. We should be concentrating on human rights abuses to 
women throughout the world. She will speak up very 
forcefully about that.

DONALDSON: May I just pose this question to both of
you, and then, Ms. Molinari, you can begin it.

Let me just, also, say one other point. Make no mistake 
about it. China knows who we are speaking about. China 
will be very, very careful in dealing with that document, 
to try to water down language that deals, for instance, 
with slavery of women.

DONALDSON: Ms. Ferraro, I'd like to hear your answer
to that question, as to what Mrs. Clinton should say.

FERRARO: Well, what she — and I know what she's going to
say. She's going to go to that conference and she's going to 
speak up on issues that the conference will be addressing. 
Again, human rights abuses to women throughout the world. And 
that will include human rights abuses that China is guilty of.

DONALDSON: Will she say that? Will she say,
here in China?'' Will the words escape her lips,

They know specifically who they are. They know who 
they are, here, in this U.N. document. They know who they 
are in Geneva when we deal with it. They know who they 
are in the General Assembly, in the Security Council. So, 
Hillary Clinton's presence there will be important, not 
only to the women of the world...



DONALDSON:

And it's unfortunate for the women of the world.FERRARO:

But what about the men and women who are the real 
victims of human rights abuses?

Inevitably, that's going to be the spin that's going to 
be brought down to the men and women who are struggling 
for some kind of recognition in this world that there are 
tremendous atrocities being committed in China.

Mrs. Ferraro, doesn't the United States 
blink when it comes to all of these matters?

Now they've released Harry Wu, and in return they get 
Hillary Clinton, something they want. Do we really have 
any pressure on China to change?

With regard to what Ambassador Ferraro just said, yes, 
the government knows what the message is and they'll 
interpret it to mean China. Some of the high ranking 
officials in China will.

Remember also that President Bush, a former President 
of the United States, who again — the Chinese mentality 
is such that when he goes in there, they're going to say, 
''Hey, here's the President.'' They're going to say, 
''Here's the First Lady. Here's the President.''

MOLINARI: No, absolutely not. I've been against the
most favored nation status for China, and I think it shows 
that the more we afford the Chinese government, the more 
they take advantage of it, and the less they deliver on 
human rights.

FERRARO: Those of them moving ahead. We are hesitant
to look actually at what's going on. And to be quite 
frank, I think this is very much a partisan political 
thing that will continue...

FERRARO: No, I mean — first of all, let's take a
close look, and I get kind of a kick out of listening to 
the Republicans beat up on the President, and on Mrs. 
Clinton. Remember that this conference was chosen as a 
site for — that China was chosen as a site for this 
conference during the Bush Administration.

MOLINARI: Are they going to get that message when Mrs.
Clinton goes there and doesn't specifically mention China? 
Or is somehow the record of this going to be able to 

misread and maligned to the people there so that it can be 
interpreted that the First Lady of the United States came 
to China and took part in a human right conference because 
we're just so good about human rights here in China?



I want to ask you one quick question about the

Sure.FERRARO:

ROBERTS:

What is the conference doing, what, Cokie?FERRARO:

ROBERTS:

Thank you.FERRARO:

This business of gender definition that the 
conservatives have been talking so much about.

ROBERTS: 
conference.

It is about defining rights of women with reference to 
education, with reference to healthcare, with reference to 
political rights, with reference to domestic violence and 
violence against women in warfare, and violence against 
women in refugee camps. It is a huge document and the 
unfortunate thing is that most people don't know that, and 
most people in the media haven't read it.

FERRARO: Well, the problem is that there has been a
lot of misinformation that is going out. Everybody was 
kind of stunned by the conservative attack on the use of 
the word gender in the document, and do you know that 
there was actually a meeting at the UN in which everybody 
sat around and said, ''Gender is defined as it has been 
defined in every UN document as meaning male and female, 
and that's the end of that story."

What has happened is they have taken a 147-word 
document and they have tried through a good deal of 
misinformation — because they don't want the U.S. going 
— to try to define it as something it is not. It has — 
it is not anti-family. It is not opposed to motherhood. 
And it is not talking about creating five genders.

ROBERTS: Joining us now, U.S. Senator from the State
of Indiana, Republican Richard Lugar, a member of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee and here in Washington, 

Aside from the Chinese aspect of it. And that is 
this whole business of gender definition. What, why is this 
conference doing that, and what is the political effect of that 
likely to be?

ROBERTS: All right. Thank you very much. Congresswoman
Ferraro, Congresswoman Molinari.

ROBERTS: The Clinton Administration policy, general
policy toward China has come in for a good deal of 
criticism on Capitol Hill and we'll hear about that from 
Senator Richard Lugar and Congressman Lee Hamilton when we 
return.



LUGAR:

ideas,

Congressman Hamilton, we have no policy?ROBERTS:

HAMILTON:

but also from Indiana, Lee Hamilton, the highest ranking 
Democrat on the House International Relations Committee.

Senator Lugar, this whole question about China has been 
one that you've talked a great deal about, particularly in 
terms of nuclear proliferation. Are — is the United 
States sending all the wrong signals, particularly when 
talking about a summit with the Chinese leader?

China matters. China is the most populous country in 
the world. It has the largest standing army, nuclear 

We have a multi-faceted foreign policy: security 
interests, economic interests, political interests.

When the summit occurs, and I think it will, probably 
at the UN in October, between the two presidents, the 
Chinese are going to want from us a concrete statement of 
what we want in the relationship.

I think we have a policy. I think this is 
probably the most difficult, complex, bilateral 
relationship in the world to manage.

We ought to also say that we want a strategic balance 
with China in that area, because they are now testing 
missiles, as we have seen. They've had nuclear 
proliferation to Iran, probably to Pakistan.

What we ought to say is that we want dynamic 
trade, because that increases jobs in our country. It 
increases prosperity for them. It also gives us an 
opportunity to export property rights ideas, contract 
ideas, individualism, and human rights, in that guise.

They are imperialistic with regard to the spread of the 
islands; Hong Kong, Taiwan. We could do the same in new 
relations with Japan, with India, with southeast Asia, in 
a number of ways with Taiwan.

We need to come to grips with whether we want to have 
an ongoing, balanced relationship with the Chinese, 
strategically. It's in our advantage and clearly in 
theirs. But that really has to come from us. We have to 
know our policy, and my sense is that all of the contra 
temps over whether Mrs. Clinton goes or doesn't go 
indicates that we don't have a settled mind on this.

LUGAR: Well, ironically, the player-for-player trade
of Harry Wu for Hillary Clinton has finally brought China 
to the fore, and the Chinese must find it incredible that 
we seem to have no policy.



HAMILTON:

Now, our relationships with Taiwan, I think, have 
It is moving towards a democracy, a full 
It has had marvelous economic growth.

This Taiwan issue is probably the most 
sensitive of all of the issues that we have with China. 
It's a very difficult one.

The relationship, as you described earlier, is at a low 
point. The encouraging thing that has happened with Mr. 
Tarnoff's visit to Beijing is that the parties now seem to 
be focusing on all aspects, the broader aspects, of the 
relationship. I think that's a positive note. Likewise, 
if they move to a summit, and that's apparently the 
direction it's going, that's also a positive direction.

prospered.
democracy. It has had marvelous economic growth. We want 
it to become more of an international actor. But once you 
move beyond that, to the point where you begin to recognize 
the sovereignty of Taiwan, then it creates tremendous 
problems in the U.S.-China relationship.

That relationship has benefitted both countries, both 
China and Taiwan. They've both prospered. They've both 
grown. We have to be very careful if we move in a 
direction that will upset that relationship. We want to 
be extremely cautious in any move that would upset it.

power, a seat on the Security Council. It's an important 
actor today. It will become a more important actor, in 
all probability, in the years ahead.

LUGAR: Well of course they have a right to move toward
democracy and I would simply point out that the current 

Since the 1972 communique, we have taken the position 
that all Chinese, on both sides of the Straits of Taiwan, 
recognize that there's one China and that Taiwan is a part 
of China. We don't challenge that.

ROBERTS: But one of the reasons that it's at a low
point is that the United States allowed the President of 
Taiwan to come in and go to his alma mater. Isn't that 
our right? Why should we even be in a conversation about 
what the United States does with the President of Taiwan, 
with the Chinese? Why should that even be part of the 
mix?

WILL: Senator Lugar, however, what if it's not really
within our power to recognize the independence? China 
today is using missile flights, artillery barrages, 
disrupting international shipping and flights around 
Taiwan because Taiwan is on the edge of Democracy. 
Twenty-one million people. What if... Do they not have a 
right to move toward Democracy? And if they choose, 
democratically, toward independence?



WILL:

HAMILTON:

WILL:

Is it not possible that this will become an issue in 

dispute arises principally because of interpretation by 
the United States about a visit.

I would say the movement, democratically, in Taiwan 
toward independence is still another question. Clearly we 
ought to be encouraging the Taiwanese to proceed with 
their negotiations that are considerable on trade and 
politics with the mainland.

You can't just look at this relationship in terms of 
Harry Wu or in terms of an international conference in 
Beijing. There are just too many aspects to it.

I don't know whether that's going to happen 
or not. But there isn't any doubt that China is doing a 
lot of saber rattling, at this point, including the sale 
of the missiles, including the maneuvers near Taiwan, 
including the actions in the South China Sea that causes 
very deep concern.

Senator Lugar, referring just a moment to the 
visit to Cornell, clearly Taiwan is trying to raise its 
international profile. Clearly China wants to pressure the 
rest of the world into resisting this. Clearly he would 
not have gone to Cornell if the Republican Congress had not 
put down a marker on this.

What I think we have to make very clear to China is 
that they're doing a lot of things we don't like and we 
ought not to let them get away with it. And that means we 
have to have a very candid, frank exchange with them and 
perhaps be prepared to take firmer action.

Specifically, there is nothing in the communique of '72 
that says the President of Taiwan could not come to 
Cornell University. Warren Christopher, our Secretary of 
State, assured the Chinese that this was not going to 
happen. But suddenly, of course, it did happen. And they, 
the Chinese, are exploiting this once again.

Congressman Hamilton, a U.S. official has said 
the evidence is incontrovertible — his words — 
incontrovertible that M- 11 missiles have been sent by 
China to Pakistan. If that is demonstrated, then very 
severe sanctions are triggered automatically by law. Do 
you think that's going to happen?

I think the way to deal with those problems, we may 
have to move to sanctions. But the way to deal with them 
at least initially is through dialogue and discussion. 
Political contact, engagement, and not through 
confrontation. I think that's the move we want to take.



HAMILTON:

DONALDSON:

We have clearly, in the strategic sense, and Taiwan is 
a part of that, a question of a potential drift toward war 
in Asia if we're unsuccessful.

With Taiwan, that's a part of our negotiating posture. 
If the Chinese understand we can play the game too, precisely, 
that we could have strategic interests in Asia and begin a more 
active phase as opposed to an almost totally passive non policy, 
then the Chinese have to think about it.

the Republican presidential campaign in which you are a 
player, and this will become a kind of test of 
conservative solidarity to say that we will have as many 
of these visits as the Taiwanese wish?

I think if we push this idea of Taiwan 
moving towards independence, you are going to see the 
whole relationship change rather dramatically, and I think 
to the worse for each country.

But, they want to know, what do we want? We
And we have to be very explicit.

LUGAR:
have to determine that, 
and very firm about it.

Most Americans turn off on China for months at a time. 
We're finally back to that point because our prosperity 
depends on it. Grain prices are going up because of 
Chinese trade. So are automobile prospects, and so forth. 
These are concrete for American jobs now, as well as potential 
war afterward.

May I just jump in here and throw a little 
heresy in here and ask you to respond to it. Chiang 
Kai-Shek escaped to Taiwan and in the height then of the 
Cold War, we put the seventh fleet there. We pretended 
that mainline China did not exist.

The world's moved on. Mainland China now's going to 
have Hong Kong. Do you doubt that 100 or 200 years from 
now they'll also have Taiwan? Why not step aside now and 
recognize that we're not going to protect Chiang's 
grandchildren anymore?

LUGAR: It could become a marker, but I would say it's
very important — whether it's in the Republican 
nominating process or the general election — we begin to 
talk about China altogether.

HAMILTON: It could very well have Taiwan as the
precursor for Democracy on the mainland. It could still 
be China. But, it could be a China that engages in the 
world, as a player. That, I think, is the key factor.



Do you believe Taiwan is going to...DONALDSON:

DONALDSON:

In other

DONALDSON:

END

And our whole Asian policy has to be restructured. 
Confrontation with China, a country as powerful as they 
are, means a very, very different kind of a world.

We want to bring China into the international
But, I think you have to focus on

LUGAR: 
community is the sense, 
what happens.

So, let's not pretend that we care about 
the human rights issue — if they were going to give them 
Most Favored Nation treatment no matter what they do.

We ought not to retreat on that. We ought not to push 
it aside. It has to be part and parcel of our policy. 
But, it's not the total policy.

Let me ask you a minute, our Most Favored Nation 
treatment of China. China, almost never by objective standards, 
comes up to the point where you really could certify that they've 
made a lot of progress. But, we always do because the important 
relationship that you both have talked about. Why not just take 
it off the books? Why not just be honest about it?

LUGAR: Sam, I think we, I think we do care about the
human rights issue. I support Most Favored Nation for 
China. But, that's not the sum and substance, and the 
alpha and omega of our relationship with China. It's only 
part of it. And it is also part of our country, of our 
policy to want to push hard on human rights — and to 
object to what China does.

ROBERTS: I think you've reached agreement there.
Congressman Lee Hamilton, Senator Richard Lugar, thank you 
very much for being with us.

If you move this relationship from one of engagement, 
to one of confrontation, what happens is that you have 
enormous new defense responsibilities in Asia. That's 
going to cost an awful lot of money. It means our whole 
Asian policy, not just with respect to China, goes into 
disarray. Countries in Asia are not going to like it if 
the United States and China take on a confrontational 
aspect.

LUGAR: I don't think it would be a good idea,
words, I think we're going to have Most Favored Nation, because 
one of our basic aspects, as I see it, is trade — jobs in this 
country — higher grain prices. That's a basic national 
interest.
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BC-WOMEN-HILLARY (SCHEDULED, NEWS ANALYSIS)
Mrs. Clinton marks role for U.S., herself at U.N. session

By Laurence McQuillan
HONOLULU, Sept 1 (Reuter) - Despite the misgivings of aides and 

complaints from critics, first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton's decision to 
attend a U.N. conference in China ensures a strong role for the United States 
and herself in the debate on women's issues.

Mrs. Clinton, in Hawaii with President Bill Clinton to participate in 
ceremonies marking the end of World War II, departs on Sunday for Beijing and 
the Fourth World Conference on Women that is sponsored by the United Nations.

Officially, she will be the "honorary'' head of the U.S. delegation — 
but in reality all the other members of the high-powered contingent defer to 
her.

"This is something she really wanted to do, something she felt really 
strongly about,'' said one adviser to Mrs. Clinton in discussing the trip. 
"This is her. ' '

The conference, and a related forum of nongovernmental organisations, 
will deal with a host of issues involving women's rights, including domestic 
violence, health care, illiteracy and poverty.

Mrs. Clinton wants "the United States to be a leader on the issues 
before the conference,'' said a White House official, who noted that even the 
Chinese were concerned that the world's largest gathering of women would be 
diminished if the first lady did not attend.

Just weeks ago, when the arrest of Chinese-American human rights activist 
Harry Wu further aggravated already plummeting relations between Washington 
nd Beijing, most White House officials were saying she was unlikely to Land 
the conference — everyone but Mrs. Clinton, that is.

"Everyone was saying 'No, don't go,'1' said one senior administration 
official, acknowledging that domestic political concerns weighed heavily in 
the thinking heading into a tough re-election campaign next year.

Although officials in Washington and Beijing insist there was no 
connection between the expulsion of Wu and Mrs. Clinton's participation in 
the conference, only skilled diplomats could overlook the obvious connection. 

Twenty-four hours after Wu was released, the White House said Mrs. 
Clinton would attend the conference — an announcement that reflected not only 
the first lady's interests, but her own influence in her husband's
administration.

Mrs. Clinton recently said, "The United States should do all that it can 
to make sure that barriers to women's participation are broken down and that 
training and credit and political involvement are available to all women.'' 

A highly successful attorney in Arkansas before her husband was elected 
president, Mrs. Clinton has not followed the traditional ceremonial role 
adhered to by most presidential spouses — and has been caught in controversy 
because of it.

She led the administration's failed fight to overhaul the nation's health 
care system, frequently testifying before congressional committees and 
negotiating directly with key members of Congress.

In the aftermath of that effort — in which opponents demonised her along 
with the proposals — and the landslide election of rival Republicans in last 
November's elections, Mrs. Clinton assumed a low public profile. She began 
emerging earlier this year to champion such concerns as the effort to detect 
breast cancer.

Conservative Republican presidential aspirants, including Senate leader 
Bob Dole and Texas Sen. Phil Gramm, have been highly critical of U.S. 
participation in the conference, which they contend would promote a "left 
wing ideological agenda'' and undermine traditional family values.

An aide to Mrs. Clinton brushed aside the political critics, saying: 
"You have to do what you believe in.''
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made in other women’s issues in recent years.
The literacy rate of Chinese women has doubled 

in the last 50 years, to 70 percent Their life 
expectancy has increased from 63 years in 1970 to 70 
years in 1991. Married Chinese women use 
contraceptives in higher proportion—83 
percent—than women in any other country 
(undoubtedly a reflection of China’s cruelly coercive 
one-child-per-couple policy). Chinese women hold 
about 30 percent of official jobs.

“Women hold up half the sky,” Mao Zedong once 
said. The UN Conference aims to call worldwide 
attention to that fact and to help women get the 
credit pay and power to which they are 
entitled—despite the obstacles the Chinese put in 
the way.

' ■ The percentage of all paid and unpaid work 
that is done by women: 53 in developing countries, 
SI in industrial countries.

. v lune is an unwining conspiracy on a global 
scale to undervalue women’s work and 
contributions to society,” says Mahbub ul Haq, 
^principal author of the report. “In virtually every 
country of the world, women work longer hours 
than men, yet share less in the economic rewards. If

Illustration by David Lee Cslcsko

The reasons why the UN is 90 concerned about women 
and the lives they lead throughout the world

here’s a danger that next month’s United r---------------------
Nations Conference on Women in Beijing Inan Rack
will focus on the prickliness and DCVH
ungraciousness of its Chinese hosts rather «
than on the problems of women, worldwide. economy: 511 trillion.

That would markedly diminish whatever the once-a- \ B Percentage of the total amount of work women 
decade conference might hope to accomplish. i---------, ....

The Chinese seem to be deliberately trying to be
difficult Their behavior has been so exasperating
that some congressional leaders have called for
Americans to boycott the conference. The 
administration has stalled for weeks about deciding • (“There is an unwitting conspiracy on a global 
whether Hillary Clinton should go to Beijing as —‘------J------’-------— '
honorary head of the American delegation, as she
strongly wants to do.

Last week, the Chinese set off an underground
nuclear blast, its second this year, in thumb-their-  u
nose defiance of international efforts to halt further women’s work were accurately reflected in national 
nuclear testing and finalize a global nuclear test ban statistics, it would shatter the myth that men are 
treaty. The White House responded only by saying it t116 main breadwinners of the world.”) 
“deeply regrets” the Chinese action in a statement ■ Average number of working hours a day for

- -jssugd from Jackson Hole. Wyo., where President married women who are employed and have 
Clinton is vacationing. ■’ children in industrial countries: 11 hours

The Chmese have also imprisoned Harry Wu, a ■ Percentage of seats in legislatures, worldwide,
Chma-bom naturalized American who has exposed • held by women-10

°rc,Mne, level pos,s hel'1

state secrets. So far, American protests have fail to
get him released. ‘

Rudeness by the Chinese is close to active
hostility when it comes to arrangements for the Non-
Governmental Organizations Forum on Women to
be held Aug. 30 to Sept. 8 in connection with the UN
conference itself on Sept. 4 to Sept. 15.

Despite angry reaction, the Chinese moved the
NGO meetings out of Beijing, with its symbohc and
telegenic Tiananmen Square, 35 miles away to the-
inconvenient farm town of Huairou. They
apparently hope to control conferees more closely
there and minimize the attention protest activities
could get. Many of the 35,000 people who have - 
applied to attend are outspoken activists for women lifetime: 1 in 6.
and human rights issues. ■ Average wage of women, worldwide, compared

Huairou apparently has accommodations for only to men: 75 percent.
about one third of the delegates who have requested It’s unfortunate that China’s current violations of 
them. Perhaps in hopes of discouraging people from human rights, its practice of forced abortion and its
coming, the Chinese have been slow to confirm hotel attitude toward delegates to the UN Conference 
reservations and refuse to issue the necessary visas overshadow the notable progress that country has
without such confirmation, making it difficult to made in other women’s issues in recent years.
P k * r ■ * The literacy rate of Chinese women has doubled

Even in the best of circumstances, conferences 
and the resolutions they pass usually fade quickly
into the fog of history. What shouldn’t be forgotten,
however, are the reasons why the UN is so
concerned about women and the lives they lead
throughout the world.

For example, the new UN Human Development
Report shows that since 1970, women have
progressed considerably in education and health,
but are still lagging far behind men in earnings and
political power. Here’s a sampling of facts.
■ The market value of women’s work that is

unpaid or underpaid and so goes unaccounted
for—and under appreciated—in the total world

j women: 6.
j ■ Among the 13 billion people in the world living 

in poverty, the percentage who are women: 70.
■ The number of countries in the world where 

women fare as well as men: 0.
■ Number of children, mostly girls in Asia, forced 

into prostitution: 1 million.
■ Number of girls suffer genital mutilation: 100 

million.
■ Number of countries in which women hold at 

least 30 percent of decision-making economic and
- political jobs: 6 (Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Seychelles and Sweden).

; ■ Proportion of women who are raped over a 
llifotimn- 1 C

■ Average wage of women, worldwide, compared

It’s unfortunate that China’s current violations of

coming, the Chinese have been slow 7o"coSi amtade'wwSJd «££» u ui5

without such confirmation, making it difficult to
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BC-RUBIN-COLUMN op-ed:R:PH 
Human rights are women's rights, women's rights are human rights 

(AT-RISK) 
By Trudy Rubin 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers 
Those conservatives who charge that the Beijing women's conference is 

promoting radical feminism along with the demise of family and motherhood 
ought to take a closer look at what's happening there. 

What is most important about this gathering of women from First, Second 
and Third World countries is that it is advancing the relatively recent notic 
that all women have certain basic human rights. If that seems like tame stuff 
think again. In many quarters of the world the notion that women have the 
''right'' not to be raped or beaten or sold into prostitution is downright 
revolutionary. 

Promoting this notion, with the naysayers in a definite minority, may be 
the most valuable accomplishment of the conference. Since motherhood and 
family take a big hit if women are routinely murdered or mutilated, 
conservatives should be cheering this result, too. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, who often gets treated as if she were personally 
responsible for the demise of the happy world of Ozzie and Harriet, got the 
tone just right when she addressed the nongovernmental delegates to the 
conference. Clinton said, ''If there is one message that echoes forth from 
this conference it is that human rights are women's rights and women's rights 
are human rights, once and for all.'' 

Why is it such an achievement that the issue of women's human rights be 
highlighted in the final platform of the women's conference? The reason is 
that flagrant abuses specifically directed against women have been 
traditionally excused or ignored.by governments . 

Sometimes these abuses are defended as part of local cultural norms, such 
as genital mutilation of young girls in Africa, or Mideast honor killings. 
Sometimes they are dismissed as inevitable, such as rape during wartime. And 
sometimes the abuses are only now beginning to be recognized as crimes, even 
in developed countries, such as domestic violence in America and Europe. 

Only in 1993 did the U.N. Commission on Human Rights adopt a resolution 
calling for integrating the rights of women into the human rights mechanisms 
of the United Nations. 

Later that year, governments participating in the Vienna world conference 
on human rights declared ''the human rights of women and of the girl-child are 
an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights.'' 
Gender-based violence and exploitation, including that resulting from cultural 
prejudice, was denounced. 

Yet even at Beijing the argument over whether women's human rights are 
universal, applying equally to all countries, continues. Negotiators seeking 
consensus have already dropped the word ''universal'' from definitions in the 
final platform, although human rights groups say that the phrasing still makes

it clear that this is what is meant. 
But the charges by some Third World nations that notions of universal 

rights for women amount to Western cultural imperialism just don't hold up 
when one examines what the lack of such rights entails. Does Chinese culture 
justify the killing of female infants (by families who are bound by China's 
one-child policy of population control and want a son to carry on the family 
line)? Not even the Chinese government supports this one. 

Does Hinduism justify the murder of an Indian bride because her in-laws 
are angry that her dowry is inadequate? Of course not. 

Should the practice in many African countries of cutting out a young 
girl's clitoris without anesthetic be tolerated because it is required for 
women to gain cultural acceptance? Is it cultural imperialism to oppose the 
concept behind such mutilation which claims that woman are sexual predators 
who can only be kept chaste by eliminating their sexual pleasure? 

Does Islam justify the murder of young girls who are suspected of having 
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lost their virginity and thus staining the family's honor? In some areas of 
the West Bank and Gaza, for example, the favored method of dispensing with the 
victim is pouring gasoline on her while she is sleeping and lighting a match. 
Are those Western-educated observers correct who defend such practices as 
helping to keep the family together and to avoid Western permissiveness? 

Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, a practicing Muslim, has a better 
take on the subject. She stressed to delegates that a distinction must be made 
between genuine Islamic teachings and social taboos that discriminate against 
women. Often what is justified as cultural tradition is only a reflection of 
local belief that the female is worth less than the male. 

Thus the fight to gain recognition for human rights that revolve around 
the special circumstances and vulnerabilities conferred by the female gender 
has less to do with abstract concepts of feminism than it does with basic 
questions of the physical survival of women. 

Even the Vatican acquiesced, for example, in draft wording of a plank at 
the conference giving a woman the right to say no to sex, even if she is 
married. This can be a life or death matter in a country where a husband can 
legally force a wife to have sex even when he is infected with the AIDS virus, 
an increasingly urgent problem in many parts of Africa. 

No one thinks a U.N. conference report can protect every victim. But the 
setting of new norms for women's human rights in Beijing at least gives 
international organizations a platform from which to press governments to take 
into account the needs of women to be protected from gender-related violence. 

That is a goal that those from all political persuasions should be able to 
support. 

X X X 
(Trudy Rubin is a columnist aod editorial-board member for the 

Philadelphia Inquirer, P.O. Box 2263, Philadelphia, Pa., 19101.) 
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