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BLUNT SPEECH ON RIGHTS

She Attacks Beijing for Trying
to Limit the Free Flow of
Ideas at U.N. Forum

By PATRICKE.TYLER A\

BEIJING, Sept. 5 — Speaking
more forcefully on human rights
than any American dignitary has on
Chinese soil, Hillary Rodham Clinton
catalogued a devastating litany of
abuse that has afflicted women
around the world today and criti-
cized China for seeking to limit fred
and open discussion of women'’s is-
sues here.

“It is ume for us to say here in
Beijing, and the world to hear, that it
is no longer acceptable to discuss
women's rights as separate from
human rights,’* Mrs. Clinton told the
Fourth World Conference on Women
assembled here.

“It is a violation of human rights

‘hen babies are denied food, or
.rowned, or suffocated, or their
:;pines broken, simply because they
are born girls,'* Mrs. Clinton said, or
‘'when women and girls are sold into
slavery or prostitution for human
greed.

It is a violation of human rights
when women are doused with gaso-
line, set on fire and burned to death
because their marriage dowries are
deemed too small’’ she continued, or
“when thousands of women are
raped in their own communities and
when thousands of women are sub-
jected to rape as a tactic or prize of ;
war.”

While her comments concerned
abuses that have taken place around
the world — the burning of brides
occurs in India for example, and'
rape has most recently been a tactic
of war in Bosnia — her words took on
a special resonance here in China,
where the Administration has muted
its public criticism of human rights
abuses and is struggling to patch up
frayed political relations.

China has been widely criticized
for forcing women to be sterilized of
have abortions as part of its one-
child family policy, and there are
wide reports of female infanticide by

Continued From Page Al

parents who want a son.

China's reaction was uncertain to-
night. Beijing's relations with Wash-
ington have been strained by a
summer of tumult over the visit to
the United States in June by the
president of Taiwan, Lee Teng-hui.

Mrs. Chnton's gravity and direct-
ness seemed to please both Demo-
cratic and Republican members of
the United States delegation here,
and thus the speech may trump the
political disputes that have plagued
both Mrs. Clinton’s decision to travel
here and the Administration’s ap-
proach to China

JUHHITE HUIHUICUS Ul Whivpuive v
morning workshop on ‘‘women and
health security."

_ Addressing the full conference in
the afternoon, Mrs. Clinton expanded
on a theme that Pakistan’'s Prime
Minister, Benazir Bhutto, raised on
Monday when she told the delegates
that violence against women thrives
when there is a *‘crisis of silence and

| acquiescence.”

As Mrs. Clinton recited her litany .
from the podium, many delegates .

applauded, some cheered and others
pounded the tables.

Continuing with references to do~
mestic violence, genital mutilation,
coercive abortions and steriliza-
tions, Mrs. Clinton told the delegates
from more than 180 countries, *‘If
there is one message that echoes
forth from this conference, let it be
that human rights are women's
rights and women's righis are hu-
man rights, once and for all.”

A senior Administration official
traveling with Mrs. Clinton was at
pains after the address to explain
that {t did not mark a return to a
more vocal confrontation with China

-~ over {ts poor human rights record. In
recent months, Washington has
sought to tone down f{ts public re-
marks on human rights abuses in
favorof a moreprivatedialogue that
had few results. :

*“There is nothing in her speech
that in any way deviates from our
approach on China,” the official said,
‘*or on our desire to get the relation-
ship stabilized and to get some mo-

“ mentum going. This is a United Na-
tions conference and she was speak-
ing out on a global problem.*

One df the Democratic Congress-
women here, Carolyn B. Maloney of
New York, said she believed Mrs.
Clinton spoke from personal convic-
tion after she became acquainted
firsthand with some problems of
women in the third world on a tour of
Pakistan and India earlier this year.

‘] don’t think she cteared this
speech with the State Department,”
Ms. Maloney said, I think she spoke
from the heart and she spoke with
great power.”

‘Representative Christopher H.
Smith, Republican of New Jersey,
who had called on Mrs. Clinton to
speak out against ‘“barbaric and
egregious’ human rights abuses in
China during this trip, said he was
satisfied to a great extent with her
speech, but believed she could have
‘been even more specific in criticiz-
ing China’s abuses. He called her
speech ‘®eloquent’” and praised her
for “’raising the issue* in China.

Still, the impact of the speech
seemed to reverberate through the
ball.

*‘She talked so eloquently about
human rights, and 1 thought {t was
very effective, because all of the
women here will know that the wife
of the President of the United States
also thinks about these things,' said
Maria Kamm, a delegate from Tan-
zania and member of Parliament
there.

In the section of her speech aimed
most directly at China, Mrs. Clinton
seemed to betray frustration over
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It is indefensible,’ she said, *'that
many women'’ who had been prom-
ised visas to travel to China this
week to take part in the conference
"have not been able to attend'* and
others “have been prohibited from
fully taking part."” .

- A number of delegates, including
exiles from Tibet and leaders from
Taiwan, were denied visas to attend
this meeting and a parallel gather-
ing of private women's organiza-
tions.

“Freedom means the right of peo-
ple to assemble, organize, and de-
bate openly,” Mrs. Clinton admen-
ished her Chinese hosts. “It means
respecting the views of those who
may disagree with the views of their
governments. It means not taking
citizens away from their loved ones
and jailing them, mistreating them,
or denying them their freedom or
dignity because of peaceful expres-
sion of their ideas and opinions."

Ordinary Chinese citizens did not
see or hear Mrs. Clinton's speech,
which was blacked out on official
radio and television. There are 5,000
Chinese delegates, all selected by the
Communist Party and all with
strong ties to the party or the Gov-
ernment. Others were restricted
from even coming near the confer-
ence site. Their news was limited to
a carefully scripted menu, featuring
a blizzard of ethusiastic propaganda
on the enormous progrss of Chinese
women under the party’s guidance.

The senior party official in attend-

ance today, Chen Muhua, refused |
later to take any questions on the |,

speech. “I'm sorry, I'm very busy,"”
she said. The official Chinese press
was under instrugtions to ignore
Mrs. Clinton's remarks until an offi-
cial reaction had been considered.

'Afterward, Mrs: Clinton said she
hoped the Chinese had gotten the
message of her speech. *] think it is
important that all governments
which in any way infringe on human
rights know that this cofiference
takes a strong stand and that this
conference is trying to move toward
the realization of human rights," she
told a news conference.

She said President Clinton's goal
is to remain ‘‘engaged’’ with China
in a broad and comprehensive rela-
tionship, but added, “*we are trying
to have an honest relationship.”

I
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_policies on rights

But blunt speech fails to name target

By George Archibald W ‘
THE WASHINGTON TW4ES

BEIJING — Hillary Rodham
Clinton yesterday scorched Chlfis -
— but not by name — and other
nations for abusing women and
children. b

“Qur goals ... cannot be fully .
achieved unless all governments
— here and around the world —,
accept their responsibility to pro-

lady rips Chinese

o The rape of women “as a tactic

or prize of war;" a reference to the -

fighting in the former Yugoslavia.

e The brutalization of young
girls by genital mutilation, & prac-
tice that takes place in many parts
of Asia and Africa.

Mrs. Clinton’s blunt remarks
both surprised and pleased confer-
ence delegates. I

U.S. Rep. Constance A. Morella,
Maryland Republican, called the

tect and promote internationally speech “superlative.”

recognized hyman rights,” Mrs.*
Clinton’said; in a clear but indirect

reference to the.country hosting

the delegatesat the United Na-

tions' Fourth World Conference on
‘Women. :

With a pointed reference to Chi-
na’s one-child-per-family policy —
enforced through forged abor-

tiops, sterilizations and the re-

ported Killing of-female babies —
Mrs. Clinton told the conference:
‘tis a violation of humanrights

-1 babies are denied food or

+ wned or suffocated or their
- aes broken simply because

they are born girls. o
“Itisaviolation of human rights
when women are denied the right
toplan their own families, and that

includes being forced to have abor-
tions or being sterilized against
their will.

“It is time for us to say here in
Beijing, and the world to hear, that
1t 1s no longer acceptable to dis-
Cuss women's rights as separate
from human rights.”

In another remark directed at
the Chinese, the first lady called

-

“indefensible” the tight security _

see CHINA, page A8
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that has prevented nongovernmen-
tal representatives and organiza-
tions at a conference in nearby
Huairou from meeting freely and
holding political demonstrations *
and religious activities.

“let me be clear: Freedom
means the right of people to as-
semble, organize and debate

openly;" she told the delegates. “It
means respecting the views of
those who may disagree with the
views of their governments. It
means not taking citizens away
from their loved ones and jailing
them, or denying them their free-
dom and dignity because of the
peacefu) expression of their ideas
and opinions.”

The Chinese government issued
no response to Mrs. Clinton's ad-
dress. Her visit has received little
mention in the government-con-
trolled media, even though Chi-
nese officials had lobbied hard for
{ her to come here.

Mrs. Clinton lashed out at a
. number of other human rights
abuses involving women. They in-
clude:
e The sale of women and girls
: 1nto the slavery of prostitution in
many countries

“] think there was total agree-
ment,” Mrs. Morella said.

Although Mrs. Clinton didn't
mention China by name, “it's
pretty obvious,"Mrs. Morella said.

Madeleine K. Albright, U.S. am-
bassador to the United Nations
and US. delegation chairman,
called the first lady's speech a
“clarion call to the people of the
world” and said she does not be-
lieve that Mrs. Clinton's strong re-
marks will worsen delicate Sino-
American relations.

“The United States, as the bea-
con of freedom and democracy,
has a policy of pursuing human
rights,” Mrs. Albright said. “Our
policy is to engage with China
across the board and have an open
'dialogue.”

U.S. Rep. Christopher H. Smith
of New Jersey, Republican chair-
man of the House International
Relations subcommittee on hu-
man rights, brought a congres-
sional delegation to Beijing Sun-
day and called on the first lady to
denounce China's coercive family-
planning policies and religious re-
pression.

He said Mrs. Clinton did not go
far enough yesterday.

“She raised some of the egre-
gious abuses women suffer
throughout the world, but she still
left it to the ears and the mind of
the hearer to decipher who sghe
was talking about,” he said.

“Hundreds of millions of Chi-
nese women suffer brutality,
forced abortion, incarceration for
their religious beliefs, forced in-
carceration on a horrendous scale,
and yet a human rights conference
dedicated to candor has yet to
mention them by name by anyone
_except men, and that’s unfortunate

because it is a missed opportu-
nity” Mr. Smith said. .

Mrs. Clinton, in her 30-minute
address, also spoke of women's
needs for more affordable health
care, better education for them-
selves and their children, more
anti-poverty initiatives, and equal-
ity with men in obtaining eco-
nomic advancement and decision-
making roles in business and
government.

Those messages were also well
received by many delegates.

“I thought it was objective, ele-
gant and well-crafted,” said U.S.
Rep. Jane Harman, California
Democrat. “It delivered the right
message, and the audience appre-
ciated it s

“Many of the other problems
are taken care of when women are
empowered through education
and the ability to earn a living,”
said U.S. Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney,
New York Democrat. “It was a
very strong, focused speech”

Conférence honors Abzug
-as global feminism leader

181 George Archibald
WASHINGTON TWEES

BEIJING — Feminist leader
Bella Abzug basked in the lime-
light yesterday as she was hon-
ored for her role in leading the
global women's movement in its
efforts to achieve full equality
with men. '

“Our goal is to ... make
women be the future in their
leadership,” Mrs. Abzug said in
a lecture at the UN. Fourth
World Conference on Women,
where she outlined her recipe
for “power feminism.”

Speaking immediately before
first lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton, Mrs. Abzug said the UN.
Development Program, which
funds her Women's Environ-
ment and Development Organi-
zation (WEDO), “has helped lib-
erate women from the tyranny
and complete economic and po-
litical control over their lives.

“We will not have freedom,
justice, liberty or equality un-
less we can eradicate sexism,
racism, homophobia, poverty
and institutional violence world-
wide," she said.

“Our unfinished agenda has
been for so long denied because

Mrs. Abzug said 388
of the world’ richest
men own more -
wealth than 2.5
million people.

those who control the econom-
ics and politics of the sex roles
traditionally have resisted so- -
cial change because it would
weaken their power”

Mrs. Abzug said 388 of the
world’'s richest men — “I
couldn't find any women among
them” — own more wealth than
2.5 million people. “They, their
corporations, their govern-
ments, continue to plunder the
economy for the benefit of the
few," she said.

“Power feminists" are not
seeking “power for power's
sake,” she said.

“It's not that at all. It's not
about simply mainstreaming
women [into all occupations,
professions,and government po-
sitions).”
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R. EMMETT TYRRELL JR.

Hillary Rodham Clinton

he other day I was bsving an
I out-of-body experience with

just as Sen. Bob Dole was
disparaging her husband’s eco-
nomic achievernents.

We were en route to China for the
United Nations’ Fourth World Con-
ference on Women. She was prepar-
ing her speech on the infamies com-
mitted against women. As her list
made clear, they were basically
committed in the Third World, and
I thought the list skimpy. Surely
life in some African hell-holes and
Asian boondocks is even more
ghastly than she claims.

So I asked the first lady what she
would have us do about these enor-
mities. The United States has no
jurisdiction over Phnom Penh. She
mentioned the power of the United
Nations and “world opinion.”
Frankly, a more effective way to
improve the condition of women in
places . where

Political

rebuilding
props that
don’t wash

right hand moved toward a vase
nearby, and whamo: My out-of-
body experience ended. I hope that
was not an expensive vase.
Infrastructure — that was the
key to our salvation from the Bush
Recession. Do you remember can-
didate Clinton singing dithyrambs

slavery, forced
prostitution,
mutilation and
infanticide are
practiced would
be to reconvene
the European
Empires. How
about giving the
French and the
British  back
their old
colonies? Mrs.
Clinton became
impatient. She
favored more
conferences and
speeches.

Nor did she
like Mr. Dole’s
outburst against
her husband. 1
got the impres-
sion it was dis-
loyal for Mr.
Dole to be so critical when stfe was
out of the country. Mr. Dole was so

rude as to mention that the present

economic recovery is “one of the
weakest" since World War II. He
also observed that the economy’s
second quarter was slowing to an
annual growth rate of 1 percent.
Thatmade Mrs. Clinton very angry.

I tried to be helpful. “Remind
the cad Dole about your husband'’s
fast train,” said I, “and the bridges.
Remind him of your husband'’s
promise to get the tired Bush econ-
omy going by building roads,
bridges, infrastructure” I fear Mrs.
Clinton thought I was mocking her.
Those eyes of hers narrowed. Her

Wnbycnm?n&un_wmwm‘rm

to Infrastructure the length and
breadth of America in the summer
of 1992? He was alarmed by the
Republicans’ shocking deficit, but
he would solve the economic prob-
lem by heaving up $20 billion to
rebuild the nation, “Tb create mil-
lions of high-wage jobs and smooth
our trangition from a defense- to a
commercial-based economy, we,
will rebuild America and develop
the world’s best communication,

. transportation and environmental

systems,” is how Mr. Clinton put it
in his June 1992 economic propos-
al “Putting People First.” It was as
simple as that.

Of course, the country did not

need a drastic rebuilding. Mr. Clin-
ton claimed the Infrastructure had
been in decline for two decades.
Actually, from the early 1980s on
the problem was disappearing. “I
think the proposal is a little out of
date,” said Barry Bosworth, an
economist atthe Brookings Institu-

- tion. “The federal data showed sub-

stantial deterioration of the high-
ways in the early 1980s. ... Now
deterioration is strictly a local phe-
nomenon.” Mr. Bosworth thought
that the project Mr. Clinton envis-
aged would only “overload the sys-
tern” And Mr. Bosworth was a Clin-
ton supporter. . )

Infrastructure is one of the
trendy words from the 1960s, the
decade-during which the Clintons’
intellectual development began
and ended. Their idea for gettung
the economy to grow faster than
the rate in 1992 was to take money
from private investment and to put
it into government construction —
the least economically sound con-
struction known to man, It was the
old Libera, ;.. a that we take
money from, i taxpayer’s left
pocket and pu! it into his right
pocket after government services
get a cut of it. The Clinton econo-
my has never matched his promis-
es in 1992 and will not while he is
president. In ‘fact, his economic
slowdown looks more dismal than
George Bush’s.

Another idea that the Clintons
have preserved from 30 years ago
is that social problems can be
solved by waving placards, holding
conferences, and issuing demands
to those who are impervious to
demands. The first thing Mr. Clin-
ton did upon election was hold his
“Economic Summit.” There ‘passe
figures who believed as he did pre-
scribed the obsolete economic solu-
tions the Clintons still have faith in.
Unnoticed by the press during that
Little Rock summit was that across
town Arkansas’ new governor had
to convene a special session of the
legislature to bail out a Medicaid
program bankrupted by Mr. Clin-
ton. Now Mrs. Clinton is off at her
own feminist conference produc-
ing hot air and the preposterous
hope that tribal peoples in Central
Africa, and herders in Kyrgyzstan,
will live like graduates of Wellesley.
Well, Mrs. Clinton, the world is not
in need of more neurotics.

R Emmett Tyrrell Jr. is editor-in-
chief of the American Spectator.
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CONNIE MORiILLA

Cultivating common ground

t happens when 50,000
women get together to
talk about their children,
their health, and their

jobs? Lively discussion, heated
debate, and new ideas. And that is
what those of us attending the U.N:
Fourth World Conference on
women this week are counting on.

Conference Secretary Gertrude
Mongello of Tanzania has said, “The
problems-fof-women] are not dif-
ferent from country to country.
They only differ in intensity.” And
she is exactly right. Women the
world over are concerned about the
prevalence of violence in their lives,
the quality of their children's
schooling, the challenges of preg-
nancy and childbirth, and econom-
ic security for themselves and their
families.

This conference presents an
important opportunity to strength-
en the world’s families, to increase
the numbers of women in decision-

making positions in government.

and business, and to ensure access
for girls and women to education
and health care.

This conference is not about
adding genders, redefining families,
denigrating motherhood, or tearing
down capitalism. And it is certainly
not about ignoring China’s disraal
record on human rights — if any-
thing, the conference has focused
the world’s attention on the terror
the Chinese people, particularly
women, suffer day in and day out.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Burma's
Nobel laureate, said it well in a
videotaped message to the confer-
ence: “For millennia, women have
dedicated themselves almost exclu-
sively to the task of nurturing, pro-
tecting, and caring for the young

and the old, striving for conditions -

of peace that favor life as a whole.
It is time to apply in the arena of the
world [this] wisdom and experi-
ence.” §

Before that can happen effec-
tively, however, there are many
challenges to overcome, Take, for
example, crimes of violence against
women. Domestic violence is the
leading cause of death worldwide
for women between the ages of 14
and 44. But, according to a report
just issued by Human Rights
Watch, “it is typically ignored by
the state or only erratically pun-
ished.”

The study, The Human Rights
Watch Global Report on Women's
Human Rights, states that the types
of violence women face — murder,
rape, assault and battery —are “con-
demned by the cniminal laws of vir-
tually all countries.” Yet, these laws
are not always enforced and in too

many instances the perpetrators —
when they are husbands or
boyfriends — are rarely punished.
Human Rights Watch offers up a
disturbing and long list of examples.
For example, in Brazil, where 70
percent of the violence against
women is damestic violence, courts
routinely refuse to convictmenwho
kill their unfaithful wives or lovers.
The men are exonerated because
they acted to protect their “honor”
and did so in the heat of passion.
Inthe United States, where eve
eight seconds a woman is physical-

“ ly abused, we have evidence that the

“heat of passion/honor” defense is -

alive and well right here. Sentencing
a man who killed his wife after he
found her in bed with her lover, a
Maryland judge said last year. “I
seriously wonder how many mar-
riedmen... weuld have the strength
to walk away ~:thout inflicting some
corporal punusnmer..”

In Russia, where one in five mur-

dervictims iskilled by a spouse and
most of those killed are women, bat-
tered women who call the police for
help are ignored because domestic
violence is a private matter.

Rape is prohibited under every
national law and under all interna-
tional laws régarding international

- and internal conflicts. Yet, the rape
of women and girls as a consequence
of warfare and as a tool of political
repression is an accepted fact of life
in many parts of the world. Combat-
ants in such places as the former
Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Peru, and
Kashmir have routinely used rape to
terrorize civilian populations, to
expedite “ethnic cleansing,” or to
reward mercenary soldiers.

Human Rights Watch has docu-
mented rape by security forces and
prison guards to get information or
confessions or simply to abuse
incarcerated women in many

nations including Haiti, Pakistan,
and even in the United States.

Other issues also will be high on
the conference’s agenda. The edu-
cation of girls and the advancement
of health care for women will be
discussed and debated this week.
Two-thirds of the world’s illiterate
adults are women and two-thirds of
the 130 million children who go
without primary school education
are girls. - “

Women'’s health worldwide is
often precarious, especially in
developing countries. Of particular
concern is the HIV-AIDS epidem-
ic among women. Today, women
represent 40 percent of HIV-infect-
ed adults; by 2000, it is predicted
that 15 million women will become
infected. During the 1990s, 2.9 mil-
lion women around the globe will
die from AIDS. .

All of us in the U.S. delegation —
from the first lady to members of
Congress to Sister Ann Kelly, presi-

o N T aio cu

dent of the College of New Rochelle
— are here in Beijjing because we
want a world for for our children
that is free of hate and terror, pover-
ty and disease; a world where they
will be freetodevelop their gifts and
talents unhindered by bias and dis-
¢nminstion. Some may deride these
goals as unattainable and perhaps
naive, but engage the effort we must.

Whether the issue is advancing
human rights, promoting sustain-
able development, or mediating
issues of war and peace, women
will take an active role in their
countries and around the world.
The U.N. Fourth World Confer-
ence on Women is charting their
course.

Connie Morella is a Republican
member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives from Maryland.















































































Women’s Forum

In China Opens
Amid Disputes

By Steven Mufson
W aahmgtan Post Faragn Sovee

BEIJING, Aug. 30—As a torch
was passed from hand to hand and a
performer sang a song called “Keep
on Moving Forward,” more than
15,000 women cheered the opening
today of the Nongovernmental Orga-
nizations Forum on Women amid
controversies over visas, venues and
Chinese restrictions on demonstra-
tions by participants

At the opening ceremony in a Bei-
ng_sr.admm, Chinese performers

put on a variety show that featured
orange-clad dancers with yellow and
green pompoms, a 126-piece all-fe-
male Chinese orchestra playing Bee-
thoven's “Ode to Joy,” thousands of
balloons, Beijing opera, women car-
rying plaster doves and members of
the Song & Dance Ensemble of the
general political department of the
Chinese army.

“Look at the world through wom-
en’s eyes—look and act,” said Supa-
tra Masdit, a Thai politician in
charge of the meeting of nongovern-
mental organizations (NGOs). “The
women's movement will go forward
into the next century with higher
spinits and . . . will help create a new
and democratic relationship for hu-
mankind.”

A rallying call was issued in six
languages: “Let us celebrate wom-
en's power—our strength.”

Thursday marks the beginning of
more than 10 days of workshops and
assemblies to be held in the Beijing
suburb of Huairou for delegates
from organizations concerned about
women's issues. They hope to influ-
ence a “program of action” document
that is to be debated and issued by
governmental representatives at the
U.N. Fourth World Conference on
Women that starts Monday.

“There is enormous potential for
putting pressure on governments
and institutions to change,” said Bel-
la Abzug, the former New York City
congresswoman who now helps run
the Women's Environment & Devel-
opment Organization.

The NGO Forum is offering par-
ticipants a dizzying choice of
events—5,000 workshops and pan-
els on subjects ranging from “Sexism
and the Buddhist Religion” to “Wom-
en’'s Empowerment” and “Cooking
With Sunshine: A Global Strategy.”
Other sessions will dea! with human
rights in China, women's banking,
affirmative action and family plan-
ning.

Though most of the sessions will
focus on the problems women con-
front around the world, today’s cere-

See CHINA,A26,Col 4
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CHINA, From A26

mony was a well-orchestrated cele-
bration beneath a blimp that read:
_“Equality Development Peace
andsh:p The performances took
vace against a giant cutout of a
woman who appears to be brew-'y

‘ turned toward a strong headwuira

“The Goddess of Joy is holy and
pure, and the good earth is bathed in
the brilliance of the sun,” the Chi-
nese program notes said, describing
the backdrop.

Behind the upbeat opening cere-
mony on the eve of the forum, con-
troversies still swirled dbout the Chi-
nese hosts and comments by a
security offical who said public dem-
onstrations would be confined to an
area the size of a basketball court
within the sealed-off NGO Forum
site in Huairou.

At a news conference this momn-
ing, Irene Santiago, the NGO Fo-
rum'’s executive director, said the

“Chinese never told organizers of any

such restrictions. There is “no such
instruction—nor will such instruc-
tion ever be given,” she said. “We're
certainly not.going to allow that a
small area of the big forum site is

designated.as an area for freedom of )

expression.”

The letter of agreement signed by
the Chinese government gives orga-
nizers jurisdiction over the site allo-
cated to them in Huairou, a town
near the Great Wall an hour's drive
north of Beijing, Santiago said.

The spat was just one of the ten-
sions between the boisterous forum
participants and government officials
andous to make sure the enthusiasm
for participation and demonstration
doesn't spill out of the forum and in-
to the Chinese population at large.

For the most part, organizers
have done their best to avoid antago-
nizing their Chinese hosts. Gertrude
Mongella, a former Tanzanian law-
maker who chairs the U.N. confer-
ence, said she expected the meet-
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ings to be orderly and would not “al-
low any unruly behavior that will dis-
rupt the working of the conference.”
Though she rejected the tough Chi-
nese guidelines, she said she under-
stood China’s distaste for criticdsm.

“What else would they have said? ]
wouldn't allow anybody to come and
attack my leader in Tanzania,” Mon-
gella said.

It was unclear how many groups
and individuals who wanted to attend
the meeting had been barred either
by rejection of visa applications or
simply through bureaucratic delays
in the Chinese consular system.

Santiago said organizers have pro-
tested to China about its exclusion of
groups from e rebellious province
of Tibet a..d from Taiwan, regarded
by the Commu ust government here
as a breakaway province of China.

“We are trying to make sure that
they are heard here,” she said.

China also barred all 30 would-be
participants from Niger, allegedly
because applications were mis-
placed. But Niger recognizes Taiwan
and is widely believed to have been
barred for that allegiance.

. Getting here is only part of the
battle. Many women today com-
plained that they were unable to ob-

" tain tickets required to get into the

opening ceremony. Many women al-
so chafed at close surveillance by po-
lice in Huairou hotels and by solici-
tous forum organizers who have
tried to steer women into buses for
orderly trips to meeting sites.

An elderly Japanese women
staged a lone protest against nuclear
testing as thousands of women gath-
ered for the gala opening ceremony
of the women's forum, the Reuter
news agency reported. The woman
stood on the main steps to the China
National Olympic Stadium, holding
up a banner reading in English: “Stop
nuclear tests. Nuclear weapons re-
sults of non-feminism government. I
am a mother of a Nagasak victim.”

The woman, who appeared about
70 years old, staged her brief pro-
test in the face of a huge security
presence. She wanted China to halt
its own nuclear weapons testing pro-
gram.

“l came here to appeal,” she told
the reporters. “Stop nuclear tests. |
want all over the world to know.”

When Chinese police approached
the woman, she disappeared into the
crowd.
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A China Agenda for Mrs. Clinton

It was never realistic to think that Hillary
Rodham Clinton could lead the American delegation
to the Beijing women’s conference without becom-
ing entangled in the difficult relationship between
the United States and China. Once her visit was
linked last week to the release of Harry Wu, the
connection became undeniable. But that should not
stop Mrs. Clinton from going to China to make
herself and her country heard as champions of
women'’s needs and rights.

The challenge for Mrs. Clinton is to advance the
cause of women without seeming to bless China’s
repressive treatment of its own citizens by her
presence. She can manage that if she is fearless in
her defense of women throughout the world, includ-
ing China, and makes clear that she does not
condone the clumsy steps taken by the Chinese
authorities to suppress dissent outside the confer-
ence halls.

The great advantage of having Mrs. Clinton
lead the United States delegation .is the added
attention and articulate voice she will bring to the
official American agenda for the conference. The
people chosen to represent this country — including
members of both parties — have been instructed by
the Clinton Administration to raise issues like vio-
lence against women, improved access to education
and health care and the promotion of greater politi-
cal and economic equality: Neither those goals nor
the overall themes of the conference fit the extrem-
ist image conjured up by some critics of the gather-
ing, like Senators Bob Dole and Phil Gramm.

The United Nations holds these women’s con-

ferences only once every 10 years. For the tens of
thousands of women who attend them, and the
millions more they represent back home, particu-
larly in the less developed world, the meetings
provide much-needed encouragement and a spur to
local action.

Women'’s rights are human rights, so there can
be no question of keeping human rights off the
agenda, however much the subject discomforts the
Chinese hosts. China is not the worst offender
against women’'s rights. But it is home to one-fifth of
the world’s women, and the problems of women
there cannot be ignored, including abusive popula-
tion policies, like forced abortion and sterilization.

Beijing’s leaders wanted the prestige of being
host to the conference, especially after the humilia-
tion of losing their bid to stage the 2000 Olympics.
They have proved unable, however, to tolerate the
public demonstrations and clash of views that go
with an international meeting like this.

Regrettably, China has exiled nongovernmental
delegations to the women's conference to a remote
site 40 miles from Beijing, held back visas for
unofficial participants and reporters and rounded
up Chinese political activists in advance of the
conference.

Mrs. Clinton has an obligation to express her
country’s contempt for these steps, while register-
ing its strong support for the goals of the confer-
ence. China’s leaders may not appreciate that ap-
proach, but anything less from the leader of the
United States delegation would be a betrayal of
American principles.

Take Mr. Packwood’s Gavel

Senator Bob Packwood has changed his mind.
He now wants public hearings on the sexual and
official misconduct allegations against him. Mitch
McConnell, the Republican who runs the Senate
Ethics Committee and has fought hard to prevent
public hearings, should quickly accede to Mr. Pack-
wood’s surprise request.. He should also set a date
certain for the proceedings to begin.

This latest twist in the Packwood saga comes
less than a month after the Oregon Republican
voted with other G.0.P. senators to block a resolu-
tion requiring the committee to follow its estab-
lished practice of open hearings in serious ethics
matters instead of resolving them behind closed
doors.

It also represents a tactical turn in an ever-
shifting but dependably shameless defense strat-

egy. After failing to suppress news stories by at- °

tacking the character of his female accusers, the
Senator issued a general apology for his behavior.
Then came claims he could not remember many of
the alleged incidents, followed by silence. Early this
month he took the offensive, alternately claiming
alcohol-induced memory lapses and portraying
himself as the victim of a ‘‘smear’’ campaign.

Mr. Packwood says he is now asking for hear-
ings because the committee changed the rules *‘in
the middle of the game’’ by adding two new allega-
tions of unwanted sexual advances, .including a
charge from a former intern who was 17 at the time
of the alleged incident.

There is a more realistic way to look at this. Mr.
Packwood’s support among his Republican col-

leagues is dwindling fast. There is a chance that he
will not only be censured by the committee but
stripped of his coveted chairmanship of the Senate
Financeé Committee. He may well have decided that
his last, best chance is to come out smearing. The
committee. was about to begin its private delibera-
tions on what sanctions,.if any, to recommend to the
full Senate, so hearings also stand to delay the day
of reckoning.

But it has long been apparent that Mr. Pack-
wood does not belong in a post requiring his full
concentration and the undiluted respect of his col-
leagues. To conclude that he has not for a long time
met this test of Congressional leadership does not in
any way violate his rights. His litigious resistance to
the committee’s requests for evidence should have
led the Republicans to look elsewhere when they
took control of the Senate in January. Instead the
Senate majority leader, Bob Dole, in effect reward-
ed Mr. Packwood’s_intransigence, keeping him in
the job even after a unanimous Ethics Committee
issued its preliminary findings in May.

In addition to the sexual misconduct chadrges,
the committee found ‘‘substantial credible evi-
dence’’ that Mr. Packwood had tampered with diary
entries to obstruct the committee’s inquiry, and
sought jobs from lobbyists for his estranged wife.
He should have handed over his gavel then, pending
the case’s conclusion. That is still the right course,
especially given the prospect of public hearings. A
damaged and distracted Senator cannot lead a
pivotal committee facing momentous decisions on
Medicare, welfare and taxes.
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BC-RUBIN-COLUMN op-ed:R:PH
Human rights are women's rights, women's rights are human rights

(AT-RISK)

By Trudy Rubin

Knight-Ridder Newspapers

Those conservatives who charge that the Beijing women's conference is
promoting radical feminism along with the demise of family and motherhood
ought to take a closer look at what's happening there.

What is most important about this gathering of women from First, Second
and Third World countries is that it is advancing the relatively recent notic
that all women have certain basic human rights. If that seems like tame stuff
think again. In many quarters of the world the notion that women have the
““right'' not to be raped or beaten or sold into prostitution is downright
revolutionary.

Promoting this notion, with the naysayers in a definite minority, may be
the most valuable accomplishment of the conference. Since motherhood and
family take a big hit if women are routinely murdered or mutilated,
conservatives should be cheering this result, too.

Hillary Rodham Clinton, who often gets treated as if she were personally
responsible for the demise of the happy world of Ozzie and Harriet, got the
tone just right when she addressed the nongovernmental delegates to the
conference. Clinton said, “"If there is one message that echoes forth from
this conference it is that human rights are women's rights and women's rights
are human rights, once and for all.''

Why is it such an achievement that the issue of women's human rights be
highlighted in the final platform of the women's conference? The reason is
that flagrant abuses specifically directed against women have been
traditionally excused or ignored .by governments.

Sometimes these abuses are defended as part of local cultural norms, such
as genital mutilation of young girls in Africa, or Mideast honor killings.
Sometimes they are dismissed as inevitable, such as rape during wartime. And
sometimes the abuses are only now beginning to be recognized as crimes, even
in developed countries, such as domestic violence in America and Europe.

Only in 1993 did the U.N. Commission on Human Rights adopt a resolution
calling for integrating the rights of women into the human rights mechanisms
of the United Nations.

Later that year, governments participating in the Vienna world conference
on human rights declared "~ “the human rights of women and of the girl-child ar
an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal human rights.''
Gender-based violence and exploitation, including that resulting from cultura
prejudice, was denounced.

Yet even at Beijing the argument over whether women's human rights are
universal, applying equally to all countries, continues. Negotiators seeking
consensus have already dropped the word "““universal'' from definitions in the
final platform, although human rights groups say that the phrasing still make
it clear that this is what is meant.

But the charges by some Third World nations that notions of universal
rights for women amount to Western cultural imperialism just don't hold up
when one examines what the lack of such rights entails. Does Chinese culture
justify the killing of female infants (by families who are bound by China's
one-child policy of population control and want a son to carry on the family
line)? Not even the Chinese government supports this one.

Does Hinduism justify the murder of an Indian bride because her in-laws
are angry that her dowry is inadequate? Of course not.

Should the practice in many African countries of cutting out a young
girl's clitoris without anesthetic be tolerated because it is required for
women to gain cultural acceptance? Is it cultural imperialism to oppose the
concept behind such mutilation which claims that woman are sexual predators
who can only be kept chaste by eliminating their sexual pleasure?

Does Islam justify the murder of young girls who are suspected of having
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lost their virginity and thus staining the family's honor? In some areas of
the West Bank and Gaza, for example, the favored method of dispensing with the
victim is pouring gasoline on her while she is sleeping and lighting a match.
Are those Western-educated observers correct who defend such practices as
helping to keep the family together and to avoid Western permissiveness?

Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto, a practicing Muslim, has a better
take on the subject. She stressed to delegates that a distinction must be made
between genuine Islamic teachings and social taboos that discriminate against
women. Often what is justified as cultural tradition is only a reflection of
local belief that the female is worth less than the male.

Thus the fight to gain recognition for human rights that revolve around
the special circumstances and vulnerabilities conferred by the female gender
has less to do with abstract concepts of feminism than it does with basic
questions of the physical survival of women.

Even the Vatican acquiesced, for example, in draft wording of a plank at
the conference giving a woman the right to say no to sex, even if she is
married. This can be a life or death matter in a country where a husband can
legally force a wife to have sex even when he is infected with the AIDS virus,
an increasingly urgent problem in many parts of Africa.

No one thinks a U.N. conference report can protect every victim. But the
setting of new norms for women's human rights in Beijing at least gives
international organizations a platform from which to press governments to take
into account the needs of women to be protected from gender-related violence.

That is a goal that those from all political persuasions should be able to
support.

X X X

(Trudy Rubin is a columnist and editorial-board member for the
Philadelphia Inquirer, P.O. Box 8263, Philadelphia, Pa., 19101.)
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