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Q
worked on children's issues for

^nauJible) government.

And Simon and Schuster had^one^he^en. 

mother-in-law, and they if I’wouia have any
Indai thought about it, and I thought

I think, around the first of

And I

th-e issues -^“^chtldren^ but that they are

I read theq I reaa Tur
read that Post story

you

■e the"questionsthat you're raising;

I actually
wrote a

AndQ

longer that I ainJr^^t^^h^been^aSle/towork
MRS. CLINTON:

But I'vecomputer literate because the past.Csimpler word processing computers endeavor 1

wiling to take

0 < lnaUSSteir'i;ertw?o”w«B£eventu»

tshSeatWrSsue?h was there a ghost writer?

Can

release about
put out a pressWell, weMRS. CLINTON:

that —

Q

MORE

MRS. CLINTON:

n — so I wonder if we

wrote the book.

references to yen

the first lady
BY
THE NEW YORK TIMES

where it started.

Did

houses is 
you address

MRS. CLINTON:

I think I've seen

Um-huh, Um-huh.

could just

• •  other publishing 

eventually let go.

Yes.
I thought I was. 

computers in

THE WHITE HOUSE

of the Press Secretary

education, the issues tnau i tQ me ,
' become increasingly being used to the

Yes -I r-

\
I

DOREEN CARVAJAL,

mean, what are 
the book?

on much 
never been
rdt^it, .and^going

^•friends and-others who were

and criticize the drafts.

my i 
the year, 
doing a book, 
might be jvst 
care < ‘ 
women's 
core

But it's become
learning about how 

it could, both in . 
are made, whether it s

address that. I 
who actually wrote

since I've been here in the Whita 
ior -il-en^-^ealt^care^foster

> that much of what we

breath and said, 1

And that's ---

about the book.

everybody should be

1 kind of took a deep 
book about children.

post story today

(inaudible)

MRS. CLINTON: I have 
mere than 25 years. And certainly

House I've tried ^^^g^that I've been 

care
time
are
extent
policies

■ wonderful book about

r interest in 
,-and I thought, you^know, that 

'i'tbink that they_arehjustasoftwhat I need’to do - to try to put 

• - and why I don

i iL^/.houid be'SOTcerned about,
of what c

So I
want to write a L
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I'm not familiar

done in conn

<?e-ke “o.t and I taXe all reap

anything
So she

and am veryme

raised, well, what about
the issue was anybody by nameYou know, then J. U-' •—’ —

I didn't mention
acknowledgements, because

the
— saw that.

working?

morning —

could by
hard to get

deadline was Labor

Day.

MORE

So
hired.

words what I

could not speak

Well, manY 11
know, I would h Y night —

t-i nn very xavc « -»___ .

breakfast brought up

weren't home, 
was at camp.

kind of chipped^in 

vacation to Wyoming

to be enormous, 
‘--“5 on the 

early in the

I had the
I had a typist. 
And I had some

Oh) 
i in

hard work she gave

me. 
for me.

Q

MRS. CLINTON: 
what my own f 

But I know

-c working upstairs 
worked from very c~. 

when I was here.

Early in the

And that was October

Well, the original

.J
✓z*

_■ • researcher
; editor, Becky 
willing to help out.

- who did help me 
She conducted 

j able to

MRS. CLINTON:
and I would '\y?rav 

eat it off a tray. 
T'd — you know, i 

a lot of the 
 i had a lot of 

p.daed in

who was

But I wrote —

Q

MRS. CLINTON:

didn't know
of the book.

I

sevenr 
there  and 
sometimes 
because C 
And so I had 
ordinarily be 
and helped out. 

with me, 
''its c- -

help of Barbara. I had another

like that.

with Simon and 
appreciation for 

grateful to everybody

This was Barbara
. ' — who did help me

INTON: BarbJra.^Jo^research. She conducted
get organized, to d she was able to

Ha+- were transcri -.^ncr paragraphs to connec

Schuster. And I acknowledge

the help and I—
who helped.

MRS. CLINTON:
a.lw.r with all o 
unction with Simon

Q

MRS. CLINTON:

£t»“ -t^t were

organize for m®
what was in the
a lot of help
own t>°^'t^ca“Sfehav“ingUto''think through

on-- issues^r^^^

£eS1 ^couW critique ...

1 1st while I was --
\ And it just grew 

everybody I ——ebt ofgratitude. I — - 
because I fel^ a wbite House, and I d 

mZ nt night on most days

At what time would you be

Oh' °T But ! had never written n-ok^eto^.

personal standar s d tines with ny
that I missed a lou ux y

book before.

times with my

during a

acknowledged
When we f 

_ W© 1- — — - 
original deadline.

Q

MRS. CLINTON:

::rsewrl?in9°-eis%ook abSout

trying to Sank.

hink unrouyxx ~ -- intQ wordS
for so long, but to p d d that for'too, Of having

' - J-l- a ip

wasn't let go or

contract is

Q

MRS. CLINTON: 
- - running ■

- - of gratitude^

- the White House,

morning to very

Q

Well, many days I

T'd be up very
i£ my husband and —ghte^^

ear^elWprfronngpOeople'who wouldn.-t .

a book. Everybody k---  bara came 
.. -.-a went onvacation to^ if we

really trying
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legal pad for the

time
rstanamg. "V . the stores oy \ostill get it into tn® wanted it to be.
. it to be what 1 wai h

it came out so
of when

about theThe other thin^about

to tell y°u "" fl°II-just — I had tl'ls1l'°ar«e 
acknowledge, and I 3“^ uho had helped ne 

And I knew that the p p thing about pubi 
roe. And I also learne books cone

would know

look at the book —

I was over.

if you look

, way that I would feel

on one page. _.bout’ I found 
vr.nw more about, x

kind of odd.

feel like you
like writing?

would want to
it was the

undertaken
I I've ever™nrtant things 1 ve

that it's one

most important
of theconsider it one

vmy do you

things? labor of love.
it was a

wished I could say,
that I

MORE

I care 
how to

book, because

most important

--- • No
time to do an

No footnotes

cutting itdown^ 

much ‘—

family 
having fUI}^ 
writing

either, too.

— well, and I -

while they were 
• • > c 

that night.

I mean, do you 

it more —

hardest work I’ve

My big,problem^was

-- . out hiking and 

chapter I was
So it was abecause I was

And I even 
with me when we

they helped
• — editor

HRS. CLINTON: Because^^ t ^^ow^n on

ihat 1 think

ab°Ut ChiWren’ •

Is. CLINTON: I -T^X^thlryou^e1 got^e

at the book, you can a'o start «
dedication and the aph then the j

.b. acknowledgement, I was going 

about ev®r^°^avingnlnybody out. 

would know they help^

.^c^^Sal^rres^ibed

I was up i 
unusual

start the

term paper.
- - don't just 

. So '

that, you know.
Utw Uia''’ i _ if vouAnd I was push i Y

YOU were over or under?
Q

MRS. CLINTON:

By how much over?

in my

concluded 
. qchuster that.

Xn't a question "

wanted it to say.

list everybody and aoxc 

" With'explaCining - you probably

explained to me, 

lengths, i—

just going to take me more
3 y were very .

deadline, trying to 
But, you know, i 
And so for me it 
that it said what I

There was so much 
ihat Sad to be edited out becaus:

right across from there.
he?e, which is also .

I tried to .
comfortable ■
happen, as I was
it interesting.

Q

MRS. CLINTON:

^ks^he'-arthaiTwould d̂o^a

people who know -
blank°pages In^wVld be more

fatter and bigger.

. t^write^n^he^book oZwas

would want the ----
MRS. CLINTDN^t * ^lly am ^lad I did^it^and I^wo t

ever undertaken another book, b®o?^®h,nalv said to a friend
look ^eld^cared^boX

inside the house
took my - 
went to camp out

life.

-- 3 ?attiat^SAnd they

and Schuster^ _ back the <

constant presence :

And I

And they

-d Because 
and'do it the way

know more

- and an index. I
— don't publish

add another page.

writing a>?oth^u know, 

-> of the i—

ever

ihii i
the other day -- 
done in my Hf®-

Q
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, as well as all of our children, in some different

on a umpccx —- -- Qd nQ more changes. I'd le
Ser^nnediltely get a pain in the pit of xny stonach

MRS.

nrovide information, be as cooperative as I can, point o 
*.1.,+. T.rHa+- t have said for more than four years is

And that eventually we

o A new poll by the New York Times and CBS shows that

why is it that in the last year, you just

just regular people are

MORE

unfavorable views, if s tied^to whitewater

aboutYWhitewater, just to dispel the whole

And I'm -- and I'm. 
help people think about.the children in

around, he would probably say,

And I happen to

work.
to get it done, 
on a chapter ’ ’

I

so if mv father were around, ne wouia you know? us^yLp going; don't get discouragedJ^whatjou 

is riaht, and it will all work out m the end.

turned over, you know

We've ;
Counsel
a legal role —
get this thing over with.

Q
you, just to get a sense of wnar
thinking teading^the^newspapers. ( ow, „ ths and months

people I've talked to who are 
pretty much par frr —

So I just went

well,
think is right, and
believe that.

instance of the ‘---—zz ti;e white House.

XSdlbleH^h^dtd^hese^uddenly^h ’̂up? And th. White -

Mpq CLINTON: Well, I regret that people that form.

their opinions based d-jgive^as possible to the ’proper authorities, 
to be as open and responsive a P obiiaation was, so that we have 
which is what we thought out Pr^, y 000 pages of documents,
turned over, you know, I ^ink it s now bu^uuu p y special

And we'll continue to do so.

you know, I asked my mother about how she viewed 
YOU_?_ o£ what, you know, just regular people are 

(inaudible) to her was this whole

— --- 7.UZ-.V.ZS -in tbp white House. And that sort of
after searching somewhere^i^ it taRe sq long tQ find

Id UC5V4 VV J. va* — -------------------- - ------ • •

why did these suddenly show up?

*

your ------
in the last couple weeks., 
are having more --
(inaudible). Given that 
haven't been more open u- 
issue?

things that your parents taught you

You noted that your father would often say to you, 
. You aig yourself out of this one? So given sone of

the_headlines recently about the Whitewate^docunents,

^ttVbook in a ^’becoming your shovel through the 1996 campaign?

CLINTON: Oh, it might be one of the small shovels.

SonUnuany iauSated^tside evidence. And that eventually we 

will get through this.

So it was a — I mean, at the time it was really hard 
And there were moments that I despaired about being able ever 

. I suffered writer's remorse every time I signed off 
when the editor would say, we^wil^never^get^this^done^

And the
1 experienced in this told me that that's 

for the course.

‘ through all of that hard work and anguish 
that goes with'kind ot taking things you care about and putting them 

down on the page.

I kept wanting to add yet one more example, 

hoping that the book 1
their own lives,

ways.

Q
own family life.

about negotiating sharp edges, 
you about this.

You noted that your 

Hillary, how are you
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pressing conditions because 
groups that are asking for them.

understand how
th°t

perception

Nobody isit was turned over. , of
h it- had been discovered earlier.as soon as unau 

holding back anything.

important thing it,

are better

The Clintons were

4"! so^the^probably got

all pieced together

testified publicly before
_____ 4-'u-=4- wav?0 But would 1U J 

and then just did away
Congress

CLINTON:' -

way

Nobody wants

But0 But WOUJ-U - -the best way to deal with it.

MORE

access to every 
you know what?

Q

hrs. CLINTON:

be discovered later t

- has
, and concludes 

telling the truth.

,_,j then people can get a 
holding back?

that's the problem is that

includes testifying

I will do whatever

this over with more '----

would testifying

later bought an^S&L, 

We

ve said then

than I do.

rid of it quickly? I

So
We've said has
will* 1 
public can ----

I

can't PO^ibly keep^uP^--been

;nd waves it in front of the 

see it. They don't even 1__

.....^Z^tlievS souths? 

release it publicly.

- -- is that everything

so that the American

> as
- we have turned over
But there are ';--~-^ough theI, over

■

know what?

So the next 
business with a man who 
money funneled to them, 
investors or borrowers.
Now, four years .

Now

that verifies what wethis, they 
comes out 
press conference
people can

MRS.
that I'm asked to.

And that

searching for documents
th^t they can under very 
doing it for so many different

before Congress?

is required of me.

11- helm if you testiriea would It helPhithY ,ssue that way?

well, I have said I will cooperate in any

r

s s “ - “™h ““
and over again.

they were in

- in and out of

Id have oeen ----- very concerned
had concealed ^^t'true. So for this document^to^come
=5 I aOen;t /now »hereeit.s be^n.^.-

that with all the the^ime it had been asked for- .

tie important thing it was innediately^^^ ,t woul<J be ln

gotten tL/document out two years ago.

! mean, every time everything gets out, we^are better

Of I mean, we said four years ago «tit«a * later, an 

estate transaction that we 9° RTC, spends $4 million
independent law firm, on behalf of the RTC P concludes

fn everv document, things we ve

mean, what's

Well, you see,
id, I*- ..— —
wish it had beenn----a9o yQur

had^robably aestroye^a documen

-

It"does not surprise me 
; that something might

But to me

CLINTON: 
discovered

Do I 
remember that a, few

reading that I L-’ .

absolutely not true. -- 
where it's been.

MRS.
soon as that was

course? because you'll

would have been 
we 1
because it's
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because
MRS. CLINTON:

didn't keep

forthcoming

environment in which there are

to testify, you will
But if Congress asks you

I will cooperate.CLINTON:MRS.

Q

CLINTON:MRS.

Q

CLINTON:MRS.

the same thing?Is that
that what I've said for

offer suggestions about
^5'them were very basic and common sense, 
°^evo« IJl/ren. So as I--reading

that she said to you

rare question from aWell, that's such a

(Laughter) — sorry.

"though I night have nissed

if that what she wants.

mentioned that in your book,

too

enjoy that time.

MORE

than we have in
unfortunately are running

And that means —

I will cooperate.

And that means

I will cooperate.

answering questions 
anticipated.

t know how to be more 
-- . some who 
scandal.

teenager —

Q

I

i nns didn’t Keep shifting and the questions ai d b oine for
vou. But - heingatt. xed y

MRS. '
every day, but one

aZTf^ly. and not he

I wish I knew, because if the ground
■ didn't keep changing, I might

Q
testify —

little table into 
could have time 
at the formal 

with each other. So

; And so ■
- • ’> it's not

bSo/8 But our private tine together although I nignu u 
Stines, like I could have used a few nor^ whenever

an^her^friend^want to spend any tine with

So we always make it^if that ^/^^writing, and

^trcX^u^in^r^the.£o.:,vt:rk:ehoodlttontelldneatoutseparate

something; and dinner. And that's pretty much -

ways

that's where we do

MRS. CLINTON: I want to say 
- i will cooperate.

in your book, you also

And some
like just spending more

So we always roOm where I was writing

____I think you
is the time when you

We try to.
of the reasons J--  

basically a

I mean, you were writing 

--- -- adviser to your
• And were

together as a taniiy - - -
table and feelin^likeje^

And, you know we-r<
iVon^ing » starred doing. And that, Z supposed is

Q

MRS. CLINTON:

four years — -

Fi^jus^splndiAg noJe .tine with your 

the book and was wondering how you <--

a book; you were

there every times 
time with you?

MRS. CLINTON:

--- But we've always had 
happen durlng the cours^MRS. CLINTON: It did ^happen. pp-t-rl- -- io,

a lot of time together. One th g^h^ a^ aroun<J very much, 

of writing the book is/ha sq .ntent upon writing the

ate time together, ai'-u-,.. j Wyomlng, for
could have used a few m grateful whenever
^rrenSrSaS’to9^ a^yVime w?th me.

be able to answer you. --
ue awx _a.j—n j was asked

I don't

Investigations in search of a

I’d be up in 
she'd come 1

and get together

.. dinnertime ^enVout^ii/get together.

CLINTON: We try^o. /ow^that doeen^appen (

butler•s, pantry wa^.so tha^e

i eggshells vitb­

spend time together.
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husband and not
tine with »y daughter ^"^“^oee to spend that tine

roles.

that's a very

had to pull myself upX-sa^e roUrfne^^

aiways

I really try to
I.t^rlupledh?yesooial and public 

■ interruptea vy . inschedule my time inavoid having my tine as I can to
And I also try

from

be there.

worked.
SO, you k"?''-1“?le, I was trying a 
ie was really l^f®' 4USt a d And I got up

to betime, supposedand it was

MORE

events. 
advance.

know what? 
things.

MRS. CLINTON: That's an 
•t in this book,

- she's a

when she was

Arkansas, *--

time of all 

had so 1- 

solve where 
know I was

Q BUt 1 WWtxu.- -
- with all the things 

many roles.

MRS. CLINTON:

their routines going

Any time you set
And when I given up,

Katherine Bates* 

presence -■ — :-
he just
choice '
to integrate —

And for me,

in her 
" and

unfortunate
is how

that's not alwaj^worxed^l^n,^ 

for just a day. 1—-

--vih:?1--soa?h:t “hen r.
about tl}at ,h white House, not earli  a
- thiS -iS tSe PaXt-Teacher Night

e xw.- vne -rax will be th
ballet rehearsa , for -- _ learned x.nai- *-
>rtant to her. ewh_rs in early junior Class about college

first meeting °f t^d Said, "You know, I have to
^^liportan? to her, and I want to be part

I'd hide — 
there for her.

And when I'm home,, 
a mother
as hard as

■ * example of so many 
s with their children 

the time they were —

would have the^ost difficult

there for
the 1
Sduted io go somewhere 

was going to be the
admissions. And I- 
be there." That is 
that with her.

priorities, you have t<.give up with friends; I

have I’always practiced 

short.

Give me an example

; Well, I 
else that

^lniit?lt and 1 «»-“ 

for her, I “ou^leave

most 1 
through the prism
that. Now, I—

^5? ;Ss.t?S 8 ““!<“ “• “
t.s an idea that f.got from^ry

^“?riXd\Lph»se •• juggling/;

aM, "^^/r^allenge

i and responsibilities.

child, that is your

Q

MRS. CLINTON*, 
school and anything <*

book that you don't like

°onfethfe families that 

as part of J—

given up 
to go to 
here  
spending 
until she goes 
with her.

of what you mean.

try to sit;taownwweithvher calendar 

is 1Shtathe people ^schedule - 

Ba'LXJ'T,1 able to be there for
be • \BS?iIFtbeietn

But you
to give up some

social time. 
 dinner parties. .

I would like to know bette^

to college: I'm going

to use 
you use the
together.
how to put thatXage all these varrous

MRS. CLINTON:

friend of mine
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and it vent on and on, .and I eventually had to ^ro^clothes 

l?nle because I was going to be there three g.^ becau

least two somebodies
husband has

to do.

bookraised in your

a marriage even

CLINTON:

whimper

to look at that.
CLINTON:

AndQ

CLINTON:

accuse

involved, it should take longer

be taught.
X.

MORE

do everything

the world,
An

certainly tried

Q
difficult to get

MRS.

"1 , That's
about the importance of 

mother-in-law had gone 
But do you 

if'they're miserable

somebody is crazy 
and, hopefully, at

And you point out that your J^ner-in
,d she was in an abusive relationship.

tnrougn -.xa ---
really expect people.to^stay

I expect there are instances in which
broken because of abuse, be^uJ®OJi°h J 
itable. But most marriages go out with a

that I had made every otner --^.^cant by anybody's
^:2KetoasoW:l?hiigh She wasn't happy, it worked out.

But ch?;ld^e2h^VethatkthereaisIsomebodyinin the'world,

STb?dYefulwaZItaieaSt Swo' sonebodies, who will put then^lret^ 

tnlLs whrt Vve tried to do and what ny husband has C--

about hopefully two somebodies.

there <
from people ----
one. And I missed a 
I thought I had my -

And there are techniques 
There are mediation techniques 

instead of running back l.

that people can learn, they can

^"rto using the

* X ,
\
i

And that just killed me because 
‘‘ , But she knew 

there for everything. Even 
objective

book to what I call 
should be prohibited

for^p'eople with children^or turnedblto ^“Xroe^?^'s'Cha?

lif^schedule^so that I wouldn't. 

—- other effort to be

think when people.consider^ivorc^when

And people should have to face 
to their children of their

then I would like

belief at getting out 
i. or anger at being

MRS. 
"breaking mechanisms.^

iccu£e“SJ5h other of things in 

I'm advocating.

But I do

?e^KS Sducati^'jnd counseling, 

potential consequences

decision to divorce.

If they go J
to see, again, education and

ofeI relationship that was 
left so that they can cooperate 

children.

counseling so that 
feelings of either or anger at being 

for the best interests of their

q You talk
another issue that you :
staying married.
through divorce and^she was

for the sake of a child?

MRS.
wa acips 3.x?© irrevocably

that are unacceptable.oan work to 
whimper, not a bang. An believe it is important. But if
strengthen their marriages if ^.°terests _ whether they're not 

reltn^XS^or^therthini there's greener grass somewhere else - 

they may not work very hard.

But if we look honJs^J(oJceton children,tthat should 

accumulated about the effe°bs harder at overcoming the inevitable
cause all of us to pause and work T nean, it is not easy
disappointments that . ityeVer has been. But I would like to

berLpptrhdesp?to what it meant due to their children.

io the point of having or making it more 

a divorce institutionally.

Well, I think we have

what would be an example —

I refer in the 
I’don't think divorce

order to get a divorce.
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done because it! have reaHY enjoyed everything^'ve^one.hecaus^ 

. some interest of my • kind of pervaded my

: Z've done.

into politics, had I never left

financial sacrifice, certainly.

^idhTsei it as a personal

I'm sure there are
____ — —. x-v -P

ack and I think, you know i n su« 
that I could have done had thee x
!n differently. But this th

! WaY ^Vh rlAd ?o make the most out o 

what I haa ana ___thrown

things

4 4- I a t ITU© OI CliaJ-
Well, of c°urs • turiZed and called 

to see yourself earrcatur a

lause^it apparently goes with the politrcal

a liar.

I mean,

MORE

Roads not taken 
have predicted. .—

watching from 
I mean,

CLINTON:
I mean,

■■ which I just think 

of worth.

wouia nave •*•''7. , dpcision I can maxe a
iust grateful

t there a tine, tho“21 “^"hings^like when 

iven had to give up  ive up

—i were working 

share of money 
were J--

because 
names on 
bit accustomed 
territory Ll.-

the most out of 
would be thrown in

I think about my 
make at the L— 

I've had so many

count your 
a time of

visitation or support
L child's sense c_

little bit. Over the 

at least from a
constantly

What sort of

it's
a daily

reaction to it? I mean, we ve all 

about that. What was your 
to the President's com

z™’

children as pawns
is dreadful in what it does

Q I want to shift the
.....e the one thene in 7°^^“ ^hat you are

ean, — ‘i^h'ca^e ^u'vr^en^^stantly

had to Mke.beci?use 7° shi£ting fron being a 
1? I mean, for instanc - husband here.

S?dren

political advisor to your huspanc u=i=.
■ > had to make?

MRS. CLINTON: You h™™' * “flay/^et aloneVlifetine. 

lot of different roles in the course of a d y^ adventures on
ottSere are trade-offs all the tine, ^-ds^^ that,s how ,

roads taken that you could never

feel about my life.

l had to give up a
with'the law firm. I mean,

comments

I

years, the one 
difference, u’st-
shifting roles, 
sacrifices have you !
changing these roles.
^^rrtSrsaSIfices that you've

You know, 
the course

thrnhlateutwhat^ou^re^raceru^^^;^

And’ir'sc, what gives you

... it's a tine of challenge

tines of trial, you would

blessings.
trial for you?

MRS. CLINTON:
not pleasant
•- - basis by people^
1 to that because  _

these years.
- safire called you a ^^riden^thought

reactionTo^and what was your reaction

, about it?

that had I never -rried.Bill^Clinton, ^ad

?und to go to teach law, or lerc that to practie6^^ j where

Fund g . . , been presented. Ana 1 life 1S to
wuld have led. Because the way I t and then llve

also

right now with

MRS.
So I didn't --

part of living.

living.
book, was

And so that's

In your book you < 

IS this time

various roles, no matter

But I'm sure t
^nrt:rgcOt:e--l-''or left

choices would have

that \
make J
that out. ---
opportunities.

q Wasn'-
in Arkansas J^nSw'fira”in'Arkansas and you
you were working th cont cts

they wonder why they wanted it.

So I look back
things that I didn't do '

decisions 11} the way I was

to be grateful^toi *h"tever problem

how I see what I do today.every day 
my way.

■ - life been
And part 

for what I
Jnd'to’try to deal do today.

talked aboutghoweyou,{in

comfort?
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1, he said it witn a *
! guess I don't take Mr. Satire

Well, what did your mother say?

eventualiy get sifted outebyathOtAnerica Xt'it is, and we

fundamentally fair, and ^^^chlidren’s health or education ' 
thS ^difference, not tonorrov, but next

onH f-.he vear after next.
is with thethink the image of you

have mentioned this -

confusion that is out there.

ut ^^it-^the RT^repo^orthrbillinrrecSds ?

what Vve been J^X^tial6election ylarf* S^m^hope is 

>ecially in a presidential eiecu this and see us

hard 3ob conveying ^VoSplexity of anybody;, life ^.e the« “ 

i^ rtln^^^t^sre^ot^rronen. And ! write about that 

tn the book about the either/or.
in the

been stereotyped?
think you haveDo youQ

MORE

C2S:?’a5"hlhr.ug^ that ny

MRS.
don’t expect any 
true will <

/

I was on the staff 
Mr. Safire

I

CLINTON: 
different.

avoid some of the 
take responsibility

But I  t
the confusion,
which support 1-- m-pcirifintiai eieutit/n — -

*krSm^liaZa^d enough people will see this and see

, And the 
 I do believe 

mother because calling

- - I would probably say that
lot if wonen vh^are^y^onte^ra^ies,

that if someone were to

V

not tnau allicin"- ---- all play — >well as those older and ^^uri^our day, that if someone were to 
have different obligations dr g morning and at noon and at
jo :?TnhdOtat°f8:0? P^ -e^^he course of a month, they would 

re many different pictures.
And I know ^t it is difficult for^he press,^has(g

So that kind of —I 
that enough of what is

I'd be the first to 

> c_

for some of the

q What do you thwK one . feei is?
American public as opposed to _ (inaudible) — Safire
In particular when you see the x people have mentioned this -
-yin? it. ^ive^lso^otrced -veral^^P^^ than men do> that

people react to you

It’s not printable.
What I do hop American people who are

health or education or

t all thi. Xx »ou d vk

that;, part of the purpose of^t. , g
r?Uh?nkS?ba:-'.PraPrtWaS^oing on.

Also, I mean, I’a oe
very knowledgeable about the~ways if T were transporueu
regarding this role‘ .^LLt assessment of some of this and try to 
time I would make a differ problems that have occurred. So I

anwe of the self-mfli P __ that is out there.

admit that I was not 
of Washington or^e^ectatlons^

MRS. CLINTON: Well 
thought it was very well done, 

seriously. You know,
impeached RichardJ<ixon.
thlt ^“erSoSi'wh: ^’io.t offended was ny

?X?ewe« somehow at fault.

Q

which support

perception right now.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, you know,

I'm not that different from a ----

as well as
we 1 -
take a snapshot of my

,4:00 p.m
have many

said it with a smile. I

^22 of the committee that 
worked for Mr. Nixon, 
for Mr. Nixon. I ---

mother and my late

year and the year -----

What do you

these comments -

Q

particular when you see
* J• I've also no i different view vuau uit.** s*—, ----

- that women tend tod^^r^tly based on gender.

--- well, I think.Kl^out ther^looklng

You know, if you blow 
; some fire there. And
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doing

rmSientl? or she's got to he a

both who I am.those are
friends who get their children up

think the public

tell someone who you

Howare.

artichokey —
Q

That's oneYes.
CLINTON:MRS.

of

You
secrets we've tried to

of the

It's out.

a bad singer from —
Q

MORE

Headlines tomorrow.

mediocre athlete who

of yourself being just 
•* . - -1- 1 J

And how

in this era of
I am a 

t behalf of causes I
I have been a 

her friends and

CLINTON: 
and what I care

I think a lot
And it is

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I think 

------ l at the end of^the 

decisions that are

Q

MRS. CLINTON: 

keep from you.

Q

MRS. CLINTON: 

wishes I were better.

Apparently

Is it true you say

Okey-dokey artichokey.

really do?

That's one

L4. -J _ a

behalf of a Public 

dinner for t.._ 
Integrated a life as they possrbly can.

understand that ,wh®” ^^^^onfusing^ranging from 

about a public figure and when it s n^ adulatory positive
the .^trhas^o^ea^'people a little bewildered about who is

^person aid how do I understand her.

0 That's why I'm asking how you
do you get that across?

she can't do both, 
either a hostess v

behalf of health care.

But I say,

who hav^oiirse^me testifying She ’ s got to be

ro^/ou'-- cXe the perception?

MRS. CLINTCn: Well, .
Of who I an and what I care ^out has things wrxtten

difficult for ,£o 9;* nize who I am, and say, you know, I
about myself and don t recogni was just sald.

been distorted, 

fair picture.

SO I

MRS.
American history, 
friend. I am a C„ 
care deeply about^ 
teacher. I a® c —

- —, Just as most of my 
to^get breakfast and go to school,

s about, and 
also*living as

to make
Swn^ivel/wSo-din'tJailJnto

- - ■ d^Sribed to ourselves,^le^alon^to^^ot^., 

of the stereotypes

and then leav®,^i^ehalf ?f rpubiii issue they care 

committee meeting r.npr for their friends are <---
l?fe as they possibly can.

MRS. CLINTON: I2^n^eitSryaiho°lreStryingr?o make

behavior, you know, is tnis c

I know that when I do things
like getting ready for and hosting a

.3 tesuxj-i-^ TTL’ihe stereotype. She’s got lu

^ho^ikes to dress-up on

av I am a woman 
and mother and daughter. 

I am an advocate on 
lawyer by training, 

to have fun with

And many 
women's 

overlay"about who we are.

that I personally enjoy 
state dinner, some people 

---, wait a minute,

CLINTON: I say
I am a wife .

Christian.
I am a 

someone who likes

All right.

You know, I'm a
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I am a terrible singer
CLINTON:devotee oi old movies and good books.

anyway.

favorite movie?YourQ
Well, it's such a cliche, but

CLINTON:

Oh,

of times.

iad dinner, and he said let's

basketball on, but the sound off.

Q

CLINTON:

YOU know, as chaiiengmy T ain
ofthe whole week, and one for which I an

was
was

one of thecomfort? That was

It was just — you know, in the 
AU WOA J , nnt- nf t

HOW
you

MRS. CLINTON: well, you position,
and obstacles that come to any matters that are of

,o this great the opportunity to travel
> me. An the book will g people who share my
country, talking with gy°ups r P P tQ be having in

- - -
this country is what is

help you
q But a 

with the campaign going I
i

who want to sing
You know, all

Wait, where was

CLINTON: "Casablanca
We acceded to the

MRS. 
 y I am a c 
these’ things.

tnib uuuuvxj - .... and ideology to ao
beyond partisan pol America a
starting in our families, to ma^

time, doesn't that also help y
I mean, surely <it .would help.

bolt out of the
I had such fun with that.

 . ---- ,re trying to —

MRS.
"Casablanca."

amazingly grateful, 
List. (Laughter.)

q One
want me to wrap up.

does the book fit &

MRS.
That's my point.

"Casablanca" in this?

didn't get into this, 
wishes of our president.

; No. j-w. ..— -
this other stuff, it.just_cane like a 

. could not get over it. -----

challenges ; 
there's also this 
interest to me. 
around the country. 
conviction that the

that's mine, too.

— ' j /.otar, qo we clayed these games and 
ainexo— -- -----: ”lndS„^? because Chelsea and I wanted to watch
then we had a big <S.is??«;m^,^e°eVer seen it all the way through, 

;atch basketball. So we compromised with the

.. ought to be having in 
brst ior our children^and how^o^we get

better environment for

raising children.

q But at the same 
aoing into '96?

‘ ~ find bewildering about

controlled image.
for them. 7 .^“^^"anierint experiences

^Vf'pffie - puw'ic -policy issues -

. b_rd for vou because you even get

questloned abSut 1

your hair changes or whatever.

MRS. CLINTON:
, the biggest surprise^^ Mr

(Laughter.)

q That gave you

blessings that you

MRS. CLINTON:

midst of all
blue. I just

challenging as this week

. Blackwell's Best Dressed

real conversation that we

ideology to do what we

Q

MRS. CLINTON:

And the g. 
remember, Tuesday or 
just worn out. I— -

different to get our

"Casablanca" again because 
and he wanted to 1

So, 
part of what I find bewildering g“’L“hat''they want,’and it works
very controlled image. ^7 . all over the map because I have
for them. I congratula different experiences and challenges all
a lite that is «d£“^te and perscnal, and seme cf them,

of politics
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it might.

MRS. I've even already had criticism
disagree

husband has done and what he stands for.

Q

CLINTON:MRS.

END

*

MORE

issue 
it?

%

> '96 campaign that
book about children, you know, an

MRS. CLINTON:
it might. But there will be many,
will disagree with what I've !---

0 What effect did this have on the

i

q What eriect aia
y°U'retMt l^of'peo^eVill - who's going to oppose

/ ■ "

Thank you.

Thank you very much.

Well, for those people who agree with me 
- as there are on anything, that 

said in the book.

I hope
what my
book, i--  -
separate out my husband and me 

individuals we are.

i on the basis of 
And this is my 

including the book, can

CLINTON: I’ve already been opposed by,

with things that I've said. 

(changed tapes)

make their decisions about the '96 campaign 
T hnaband has done and what he stands for. 
tnd'FSope people on many natters, including the too. 
t-p out mv husband and me and judge him and me as the
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could absolutely
° ms a^ni^tion, one thing, what

If you

It’s so hard.CLINTON:

had accomplished.

And
Yes

worried about her, and I w y And these conflicts that we’re
Americans have a lot of common ’ little bit more about it —
hearing about - (inaudible) -- tal* a on the train with us

^i^mre^hich0?  ̂you had been, what would you have said to

the train?that woman on

CLINTON:MRS.
support for me, but I also

MORE

INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY
BY

GERALDINE BAUM, THE LOS ANGELES TIMES

she kind of whispered to me 
‘ i

And a lot of

/ •

i

understand^e^questions^because6! have

MRS. 
walked out of this house 

they were a l ,
into healthy, resilient 

to do that, 1 ----

it’s
children.
for children.
took on i
most pressing ----
access to decent health care.

q You know, I want to talk about you.

CLINTON:
r i <5 y a. v*j - — t
communicate with people about issues

q I'm a very practical person, 
reporter; I cover ^vern^nt.^^h^you^lt.

p^Sible show Jou can talk about it constantly? Is that -

I think this is a bully pulpit. 
' _ £ ..4 i-U -v* nncethin^T^n t^ak J “f s- with respect to^ 

drer^i s:e s:? J hr -

.rnr^e^ermninions^or^ldren who did not have

accomplish one 
would that be? 
(inaudible).

I think that is the answer — that you do 
And this book is one way that I've chosen 

to try to =~cate witn people that^usban^and^X

““J^t^Te^rSe^n^rinrabor?^ nany years before that.

But I think maybe now people are more open to hearing 
that there are both small bite-sized changes the^ca^make^^

aoveJnment that could make a difference.

You know, I'm a 
Is this a bully

that takes a _
this administration do that.

• It's so hard. I think if I felt when we 
t- tms nouse that every adult in America, whether or not 
narSnt understood what it took for children to develop 
P resilient, self-disciplined adults and were determined

I wrote down 
•- this really happened 
, about our age, and

- - ' -- ->

md:ameHniar?9cnnton7l' l^e her. Tnd^he’was asking ne about 

the book. And then she said and then .

"rS ^ouMVnS ^o^bourher integrity.

o That is a complicated, deep, psyuwxuyi^x ?ifetime to learn about - how do you do that.^How does

this your platform? Do you say it every

people?

(in progress) And if you

walk out of this house and say, we think

MRS. 
it in a variety of ways.

have been talking about every since

Uh^r^e'-Bizerchanges they can nake in their

own lives as wen j 
employment or in their government

q I'm a very 
reporter; I cover government, 
pulpit — you get out

I would feel very good about what we

O That is a complicated, deep, psychological message

Legislation? Do you go out and — is 
single day to a group of

Q YOU KnOW, 1 warn- ----
nn the train for eight hours, and it's always
- sat next to a woman, a Pr°*^^°n’ie"°to your book, and she 

w me reading your book, p asking me ab
oh, Hillary Clinton, I love her.

the train would hear it --she said, I'm
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subjected to relentless
been

, will understand we've

been telling the truth

we've got to figure out how to get the truth, 
?o neoplegiike the woman that you rode

That was the word she

iust get to the question (inaudible) — some 
when vou described m your role i

statements?
MRS. CLINTON: Oh, absdutely. And Ld be glad to Put

it in writing for you and Siv^you ^tha^ giestiSns first arose 

let's take a step.back from this. When tn it,g
in 1992 — and this may be a long  internret it and conveinterpret it and convey

The RTC.
Then the

£ remained in business with him

MORE

Q 
word integrity, I 
focused on. - —

i a
believe? What do you

I
i

for each other so that

attacks and^charges^e^e^since my^.

Io:L money'anS were passive investors.^Now^all^nes^^^

irit,“spinl^;ntrmiSlUoyn,Taes concluded that what we said was true.

L. CLINTON: That'S right -- the RTC report.. Then the 

focus Shifted and it said, oh^ well^ in busineSS

business with a many wh boUght Madison Savings and Loan. And
at the beginning but later o g bought this savings and

ained in business with him wniie n funneled to the
and peopie said, about the relationship between
,ns. There's something_funny a never got any

^^•’“Ce iere not birrowers; we didn't evenSour^UiriSte™ ^h^trutt^s

neen ---- President. But we have answershusband decided to run f rest. And I am absolutely
And many of them have been p bg finished/ and the
^""ic^pSnc^^r^fundamentally fair, will understand we’ve 

£:n Mg & «?th from the very beginning.

But there is a reason "hY these issues “e^promoted^ 

heavily attacking both my ^and^an^ soclety d

M^hMehould^

. cruestions claimed we did not. We 
’ --- all these years

people believe that you matters’. You haveRepresenting Madison Guaranty^n^in^the travel^

said you have made no fa provide me with any additional
beyond that a moment. Can yo P tand and help the American
information that would help th so_caiied new evidence and

any more you can tell me, Mrs. Clrnton?

health care, for example^was
solve our 1 ‘" *
CeRtMMr^thrhealth care system.

the accurate information^ out to people^-.^^. the

iMoeoRle AeR poRiRion. And who do you L. 11- 

believe? And I understand that completely.

Th came down to that. I mean, when she said the 
kind o? went like that. That was the word she 

Vdidn't make it up.

taportanR'to pui"i; c^text and then you can 

it however you think.

The questions were
did we lose money in a real estate' 
said we did. , The people asking the 

said we
later an

loan; ;
Clintons.
moRev^we' were not investors: we

hive A savings account there. Again,

as we described it at the time.

Then the next set o^£Tit“Mlln£n' s". 

understand that Mrs. Jly1 js * and Loan on a securities
involvement, represented M^son Sa ?ommissioner. There must be

- asked guestions about that

✓

law firm, with Mrs.

Securities Commissioner.

with that,?- I was l
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to the best of myI answered thoseparticular representation. I answered

ability and truthfully.
And for example, if y^t^°°iyaturnedboiir?9they°support 

which have been discovered andjolunta questlon i was asked

what I have been saying f°r and I think the fair reading of
wh.a?A?, L, t-hA cress, I understood, and I tninx because

it is supported
u^ied by

by what my memory was
Now, people are now attaching the -ong^uesvr

. People are now saying, b t Madison( why dian.t you 
ssue and the w°^ Y°“ d^elated work that had nothing 

you had done oth the beginning?
that had nothing to

about somethingq so in orne 
answering them.

what you are

I wasMRS. CLINTON:MRS. , dQ about meAnd that questionwas,what d Y whether T had act
business? done ?his business, which I was

whether S no” eMd sonehow influenced the

changed from the beginning is

They say

standard, there was nothing wrong

As this

,?fveTsignifleant to me at the tine.
memory for I will work as hard

Thefew other matters•

MORE

The facts as

went on, documents^cane to 

re’frZ^JJ’ny memory, because -

-- , the questions I 

answering at my press 
been asked before. As this

15 months. 1
in his words

r the billing records; 

four years ago.

--- i’t asking you about

answering them <---

asking you about in —-

in other words, they weren 
, You were

I

documents that myj-awyer

did.

amount of work. 
■ 15 months, 

the billing attorney.

wrong, buu av ~~ an inslgniticant .
certainly hoS I understand 15 hourtover 

do the work, although I was ----
was qualified, did the work.

documents that my 1 y f w other matters.

.^nrtrta?tdi^eboth for clients and pro bono, the

But at --
I said I did an

certainly how I 1--- . 

... That is
I said I did not 

Mr. Massey, who

SO subsequent to_those^series

I did some work on a
— —> |

Aqain, someone may quibble with_my

me, it was never a ! 
compared to other work that I 

boards that I was on, e...
and my other involvements.

The facts are —

husband appointed.

Who my husband appointed^.

better not do this,
representation. They s y to cause <
obviously if I *new xt wa® g°J aoodness, I better not ao 
would have, you know said^^y n.ght say that^lt_was

?.!^Se nrt a? thi time and by any standar

Securities Commission.

q Who your

MRS. CLINTON:

?hey hay;^e^?i;;;rShrcs experts have

that it was <--

securities representation, because
I worked on the securities

Mr. Massey, as I have 
niS the attorney in the
consistent; it is supported by

Those are
what'I thought I was t 

all I had ever asked befor .

wrong question to the 
about the

right answer, 
securities issue 
tell us that you 
do with what we were

, I saia, y«, * 
hu entire total of 
week over 15 months.

that are ?2^very my-attention,

should about it.

t of questions I was asked, 
recall, and then later by the, RTC.

qualified, did the work.

All right, now, ?ast forward.

was answering. That s 
conference. It was 
investigation \---

memory^for" matters”that are

^so^brings something 

as I can to remember what I c—

publicly by the P^ss, -
i a thev were about rne
In anvhndv was focused on.

answering the question they were

whether I had acted
asking me. 
securities ’ 
inappropriately 
involved, as to^
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to that client, per se, just
did about 40, 50 percent of the work for the

MRS That's
our

interrogatories by the ETC last summer if I rec^ business
any of these entities that Madison was^ T
with or as. A1?d JLme We had no document that said anything to
did not recognize the name, we naa before in

about any involvement that I might nave naa y

with or as.

an JOC. .aS a separate „ane

Q

being
the development would know

So then I was truthful about Castle

If Hillary Rodham

MORE

vou know, this search that has gone on 
y , ,3 4 cuibnoericLS di

response to literally nunat««»
White House people, to us personally.

me about any — 
doing anything for

records. 1
which I'm thrilled about,
will be next week.

- they support me, 
. That

the way it did. 
these events take place

But, 1 -- •
literally hundreds of

, because again, this was not anything

relate IDC to Castle Grande

It's not related. I mean,_IDC

Castle Grande is a trailer park 
would be the difference between

MRS. CLINTON: We

What
what happened in the past,.
to turn over documents. 
were claims of executive privilege^. 

We have turned over, more •

we had '
SO — - ----- -

- —i has been in
different subpoenas directed to 

, our lawyers have supervised

a iig land project, that~it Urns out^based 

on these records, I did do ^uia’be the difference between
that is in that body of land^ bu development and being
oeing the lawyer who helped set up a . the development. I

development would Xnow
no??ing ahSurclosing the house, tor example.

SO then I was accused o£ not having been truthful about 

castle Grande, when 1"^-^ »e nO„ know I ^Ctroyed Mning 
Grande. Last month I was accused of ha g __ suppo

^i?1^tabou:,baid1??n accused of something else.

_____________ law firm either-
This was not a major undertaking on ----

Then I was asked in 
if I recognized the names of

would have thought hooray, they have 
which they have withheld for years, 

this White House has done and 
If you'11 remember back then, they reused

There, were m^u^e°^o^e?i?edt?om;ieLly? 

thin-sorooo pieces of P^r.^Do ^j^mt

but validate my memory.

MRS. CLINTON: 
name of a big projoct, u f.-
on these records, I did do work for.

hours of work on behalf of
‘, I really

q But when it comes

Madison Guaranty, you <
law firm -- about that

CLINTON:
MRS. CLINTON: I haven't calculated that, but it was not

- I mean, it was not significant Jor^ou^law^irm either.

the other point. ---
anyone, including myself.

Okay, fast forward again.

something'called castle Grande. The filling 
records' ’proved I did not have any Involvement on behalf of Castle

trailer park.

Now, I'm not sure
had been asked in --  —

something called IDC in 1985,
don't think I would have,

You didn't

-a, i realize1^ ^vra^Hog^arexpta^io^for'hjw

tnese events tabs ^aen'thiseboxeapp4ars? YIfrHillary Rodham

excitement, and all of a sudden tn appeared, what you have been
had said to Peter Rodino (ph.), this box app this
thinking back then? I mean, don y th ecutor and working

S°rt O%n»pri?ean of a hidden a box appeared in Mrs. Nixon's 
710^, S iou^ySu have thought back then?
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So, yes, I cannot answer for w
what was in that box, because I don't know.

0 I want to talk about your friends ana 
people who have been subpoenaed and put before hearts.

= an /inaudible) of yours wrote a column recently in 
who was an (inaudioie; 01 * .. T and DaiSy Buchanan ofreferred to 7°^ and your 10^0 y^

Ih?obta^ y°o- Frunariave been hurt Vince Foster,^HubbeH -

"FnFMaa^e wmlaats are’facing possible perjury charges now

who was an

-Lnut-uiz ••
legally but as a person to see

CLINTON:

Q

investigating was one returned phone call, but that

and

Many of these

I feel like there is.

I'm

could have done if we
what we

remember everybody I talked to.

MORE

what at the beginning?

investigating knew that

now. 
, Not, you 

all this human wreckage — how

nobody knew 
were ;‘

; the credibility of people 
as opposed to coming in 

^o'ntriied,‘'perfectly in_synCcStory.heManyvOftthesehe

of the questioners want to

Now, I cannot tell you when

and how long it was. - ---

certaihly^in^g Ff-wh as b en done to^y

r:yti^In“:bSe^eS„U: n

y knew, what we C----
just sobbing on the phone.

MRS. CLINTON:

all they were 1-------- - . .didn't stop them. I also think it is a 

experience with human nature .— —7_ 

see the c-----

^r^n^r^r^ow^ha^akes yiu feel as a person.

know, legally but as a person to see <-- --

does that feel?

---  for where that box has been, or 
But the important thing

is/when it was found,d°eS 

support what I have been saying for four years.

q I want to talk about your friends and some of these 
people who ha e been subpoenaed andput before hearings, ^oe^n

with some well <-- ; . 1 j j _ vipw
people are being mistreated, in my view, 
truth, and the truth is not what some c_ 

hear.
n qa thev're going — is there anything specific that 

you're thinking ab^FUn yo? say that? ! feel like there xs. Is 

there somebody specific --

MPS CLINTON: Well, I'm thinking of so many Pec?1®' but 

I'm certainly thinking of^^ha^been done^to^my^hie o

* - ■ ’— --- talked during that week
talking about our grief,

i, how we missed it, how 
; had seen it. Sometimes we

I remember very well.

i the conversation took place,
I don't remember that. It's just

The gist of it, though.

vps and really until I saw phone Yes, ana real ti]ne

,W1.  . And I also know what 
not talking about interfering

>• \ .

I

Q

MRS. CLINTON:
IF^FtJiFSiS'of^oticn in ny own^ory. 

we were not talking about. We were i-_

People have done the best they knew how. 
;o^Lnri3uncOvered,oitaiSwi^ediatelyv™

and conducted the searches. People have

As soon as :-------
Nobody is withholding anything.

than I do.

mug pttmton: wen, n- niajs.c=> It also,
from time to very angry, ^think ^a^ha^been done^

to innocent people is prit’for our country. I've had friends
I think it's a very bad Precedent for our

harassment —

Well, it makes me very sad. 
?!ktnex™::£e?n9And /regret iFpe^onSlIy.

Everyone knew

Everyone who was

a little bit outside my 
 . to think that everyone experiences

events and remembers them the same way.

in fact, to me, it strengthens 
when they honestly say they d°n'
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There were no

something differently or

people walked in^d told the same story -- I-nemher 
; at 2:02 that afternoon; I remember exactly what I talked 

+-Ha+- hP more credible? I've done enough work, and

Q

CLINTON: — youMRS.
SUSPiOi?he bLem o?r?he°do2btrdur!ng tae" this is an

CLINTON:MRS.

taken

passive

i

CLINTON:

MORE

Q i
really no value or

X.

Vince Foster's office, 
lie detector tests. I" 

G_ -----
interpreted something or 
_____t i -f — Twiner?

report have been held up at a press conference
tor everyone to read? I haven’t even seen it.

So what you're saying is, in your own mind, there's 
-4n? in holding a big press conference or going 

the ground will just shift again, so what s the

MRS.
and to cooperate.

point in holding a^big press

to committee because
point.

,,, , . .  4 vstrzsat-i i nn There were no documents taken out ofwith anybody’s investigation^ There^ tWQ independent

iie’detector tests. Now, does that mean somebody who in that moment 
confusion and grief and shock saw something differently or 

interpreted something or heard something so that we have different 

recollections — lying? I don't think so.

Take Bob Barnett, who is one of the most reputable

I know you had a big press conference in
J- J“i sitting down with the 

• but
®M«lng“iuwil?“ipror having'like^a 6«aldin«J«r«o-typ.tPr.s.

The

■search for the truth, wouldn't that
and laid on the table

know, exactly — to be a little 
But instead of giving honest

talking about,
talking about, why would we

best they caX^^hrough'Se''grief and the shock.and the trauma 

to answer people's q^stlons years later is held agarnst then, 

whereas if ]
where I was —----
about — would that be more credible? - ---
maybe I've watched enough television

Perry Mason?

O You have a very clear and logical succession of 
events that you describe j ^tSInrao^Rh^he

^:t:^misbUc^tSeer--a?ykno„ the? °all®d you yet -- but

offering yourself up, or having like a ^Idine^erra. yp 
conference where you say, °^e“kalluded ^inaudible) talking about 

?Lker?lSsi nl?htpariheenpress conference. Were you thinking 

about this or —

We have always said we will do whatever 
"” ■ Jn Butit takes to c^era And we will, and ^e-nally willp ^ut

think about the history of this ^ter. The qu^

The ground keeps shifting. The p p a acousations. it's
the facts'esP®°^“Le£RTC ?e?o?t publicly released, and it still is 
taken ”°"hhs to get th RT= P Pout what.s rB,iiy going on here.

2? ;= R?C report^verifies we lost money in Whitewater; we
Since the ETC report verix ^4„SncJal advantage out

-j. win do whatever it takes to end this
But’I think that the American public ought to oust

,5>.'
zz

S^k^hFt^pe^ks-volumes,about^what^s really^going^n^ere.

InvIJtoSrwe did not get any financial advantage out of 

Madison S&L.

If this were a

remember all that in detail?

honest memories, where they're doing the

later is held against them,
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even in The Wall Street Journal this0 You're hailed, even in The Wall Street Journal tni 
lct a brilliant political strategist, and yet there seems

CLINTON:rixxo • vuj.ii — -------- - ,
I didn't understand how it's a city that thrives on rumor and gossip

gotten burned, starting with Harry Trunan, who tried valiantly three

understood and agreed with him that it was.so important it needed to

You fought (inaudible) — you fought tough battles

ion. And there were, I'm sure, opponents who were, 
different party and had other things in mind when they 

tho anod of children. You knew that. That's
Isn't that — that's what you're such an expert

MRS.

approximately 22 Republican senators who said they were f 
. for political reasons.

America before, certainly interest groups line up against interest

MORE

r

because of his efforts, 
hard-fought battle. 1

> And I
But I guess I see it a little bit differently. 

....... ■ * -- ■ ti ““ti“ 
about me, about people

, IP'S aimobt j-r, jvnw., u... -------- , —
you treated Washington, this complicated place, sort of like Arkansas 
 have you thought about that, I mean, politically.

✓ • - 
z

MRS. CLINTON: But I don't think anyone could have 
foreseen at least no one I talked with, that you would have 
approximately 22 Republican senators who said they were for universal 
health abdicate their own position for political reasons. I mean, 
^^havi^o^xpect^hs? people will at some level do what they say 

and that they stand ^"ySu

It's lust that it was a different kind of
But I think also it was 

have seen in this country

I guess I'm — I’m just wondering, what about in Washington 

CLINTON:

review in their own minds this sort of piecemeal investigation that 
has gone on over these four years and think about how, no matter what 
we answer and no matter how it's validated, it;s^never^enough^i_ 

understand what the ground rules are, I will be the happiest person 

in Washington.

So if
we ever do get to a stopping point where we think finally we can

you
i—2
out to be the case.
say, it's politics. _ ,
politics than I had experienced personally.
to some extent different in kind than we 1—

before on a major issue.

If you look at a lot of the debates that we've waged in 
imorina hpfnre certainly interest groups line up against interest 
aroups That's the way democracy works to some extent. But in this, 
the weight on the other side was overwhelming. And even if we were 
able as we were, to muster support to try to counter some of the TV 
Ss tha? wSre ruA, for example, we were outspent by ^uch a huge ratio 

that we could never quite rake through to get people back to

>

K

week, as being a brilliant political straregisc, ana yet uieie 
to be this — there's been political stumbling, which is a

in Little Rock, you know, political battlesjsv^r^rural^health ,care 

and over education.
you know, of a c_ . .
were arguing for the good of children. --  ---- --
political strategy.
at.

I think I did not understand Washington.
MRS

JncTinnuendo?"^That had not been my experience up until now.

have learned a lot. 1-- -- 3------ - - . . . . .
I think it's part of someone else's political strategy to continue 
to raise questions about my husband, about me, about people 

associated with us.

Health care is a perfect example. Health care is a very 
difficult political issue. Any president who has ever touched it has 
gotten burned, starting with Harry Truman, who tried valiantly three 
times to reform health care and was really damaged politically deeply 

We knew when we took that on it would be 
But the President believed, and I certainly^

be taken on. What we hid‘not'realiy’bargalned for was how the issue 
itself would become subordinated to the political battles about 
whether or not the Republicans wanted to give this President a 
victory, even if it would help the American people. How much money 
in some estimates are $300 million that health care interests would 
spent to try to defeat the plan. And through their campaign to 
really undermine the credibility of the President and by connection 

myself.
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You know, Elizabeth Dole has said that if she getso You know, Eiizanetn uoie iwb 
your job, which I'm sure you think she won't, she'll also want to
7. 1   -5a+- thp American Red Cross. And I wonder in

retrospect if you you've thought about your own role as First Lady,

Well, I think that every woman who’s beenMRS. CLINTON:

behalf of their husband and on behalf of

about roles. And because of the visibility of this 
role more gets acted on and talked about with respect to it than I 
think we do with everybody else's decisions, so that women are maki 
decisions all the time that are different than their mothers made. 
And I am making decisions about how to conduct myself in ways that

so that women are making

Roosevelt (inaudible) husband's keyEleanorkey major issue and go and fight for on the Hill

& upon their,own personalities and interests; extresely

✓

MORE

Rosyln Carter testified
.. . ,

the honorary chair of.

maybe it was a 
take a job 1— 
White House?

maybe -- may appear ■

But you 
done in this position is new. 
former first lady.

keep her own job at the American Red Cross. And I wonder in 
retrospect - you • ve Jearnjd^out^jolitical^battles, ^but. fonder in

a a mistake to’’put"’"forth this notion of two for one and 
inside the White House rather than take one outside the

to be different from the ways other women have.

know what I have learned is that nothing I have 
Everything I have done was done by a

ia scrutiny, everything I do is transparent. 
. Wilson ran the country when her husband had ^stroke.

causes they cared about, but that I wanted to be involved in whatever 
way my husband asked me, even if it were more direct than had been 
the case in the past. And I think there is a change going on in the

And my point 
dicTwhat "they did behind* the scenes; they

ie to vxiue, but they weren't living 
They weren't of the experience

So are you asking me nave i learneu u.
have. And I've'learned a lot. And I just regret that we were unable 
to do anything to provide health care for the millions of millions 
now, more than 41, 42 million people who are uninsured; and the 
number keeps rising. So our problem has not gotten any better, in 
fact, it's gotten worse. And eventually we re going to have to deal 

with that.

MRS. CLINTON: Eleanor Roosevelt not only took on many 
issues but she took a job in the government. < _Now, crrticis^led her

wrote letters constantly to CabinetJ if fleers and ‘others putting forth 
her opinions about what should be done. Rosyln Carter testified 
before Congress on behalf of mental health on a commission that was 
very important to the President, which she was the honorary chair of.

0 There was a strong sense that nobody has taken on 
policy and political issues — discussion the way you have.

MRS. CLINTON: But that's my point — I 
that's historically accurate. I think that in our age of inten 
media scrutiny? everything I do is transparent. But, my goodness, 

Mrs Wilson ran the country when her husband had his stroke. Mrs. 
?a?i used ?o go in and tell cabinet officers and Supreme Court 

justices what they should do.

So I could give you many other examples.
is that all those women < “ ”' J

activel^very" controversial from time to time 

in quite the same situation I am.

Q
domestic issue or
the way you have?

MRS. CLINTON:

iriCvrit^burihe^rgWen'a major position by her husband

understanding what this plan was really about instead of the 

characterization of it.

are you asking me have I learned something? Yes, I

in this position has worked on issues she's cared about. And they 
have been involved sometimes to a great extent in the most difficult
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historical accounts where much of the same

a real

I think
snapshot of my life from moment to moment day to day,

:2meyntUto moment^ day to day, you would get the same complexity or a* 
Ke'on^o^us wiToir Sildf comforting a sick Shild; then you might

rVrtamlnrte, all of this is going on;

Q

CLINTON:

Q

Yes, which, you know, we had a hystern 
l th4v say, oh, well, that doesn’t jibeCLINTON:

, what is a modern

some

acting the role of First

you have been uPo"^e second floor wn hundreds of C
around, you ”nd, Jou know, with my brother
ornaments we ve collected. ' ¥ ttinc( them up for hours,
ladder and my husband on another putting them p

can’t I be a whole person --

MORE

Christmas fanatic, 

know’, years ago, you 

you

ourselves, 
woman's life today?

MRS
dinner, or i.—

which you have
sense, Unvi -----
sort of confusion that, you know
qoes to policy meetings

Ah therefore, that must be not gei
chancrinq here image, when I think a fairer way 
? amga?l o? ^hese^hings, as most of the women

But it is difficult, still, for us to explain to 
let alone for our journalists to explain, » is

their lives today, and if you only 
different picture than if you try 

; it’s
It is both and much more.

a dinner party.

I mean, just take all the different functions that

modern American women perform in
zero in on one of them, you get a

to step back and say,
never to me an either/or proposition.

And so what happens is that someone sees me

Hanging a wreath.

1^0. CLINTON: Hanging a wreath, or hosting a state 

unveiling the Christmas decorations —

Lunches with gossip columnists.

Q DO you think - forget the prism of journalism,^ 

^d -aybe°be:auseeoPfrthjJ wo|an9I sat with^that “ere is^o:

Is XaXntic Hillary .Clinton,

Well, why can’t I be all of that? I

portrait of you that you

MRS. CLINTON: 
pieces of it all the time 
problems, is by the very

if you took a

So I take much of what is said 
grain of salt because I can go back 

- ■ - --- > is said about

that I brought to the White House.
about me with a little bit^ of a

and read 1------
other women in their times.

0 I wanted to ask you two questions (inaudible)
firsb.ofallXumrtl^

klow, really that portrayed you accurately - a re.

think really got you?

Well, I think, pieces — people get 
^rlb^mlf Is b^thXirnartrr^f^A/wXyo^EulFefi

and you P Hav. vo^would get the same complexity of a

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, which, Y°u h^e*nV£S^Cal

campaigns. Ah, therefore, a fairer Way to look at it is that
changing here unage, wh in WOmen I know happen to be.

MRS. CLINTON: Well,^nyaCan^ ne/ you

mean, I am a ^hanging lots of wreaths If

out the hundreds of Christmas 
with my brother on one 

. Why
■ to get back to the word of integrity

Shy'cSnrt f or an/woman be an integrated person, why is it

y . K

I
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my book

This

DtSi whJ/e ySu.ie -- the i.age Is nore your hanging wreaths or

MRS. CLINTON: You know, I really cannot n
certainly.cannot control, how I an portrayed to people

us, whether we are m our own no 
have to do what is best for you.

And so therefore, if you are doing soir 
is different from what you did the day before.

0 And that's true. What's interesting, though, is -- 
American people have sort of common sense; and they get

Sin^hou^f ^And^then^she°had

ntroversv. but it's also — iu was ----- --. who is this woman?. Would you acknowledge in sone way that there

husband.

communicated.

But I have very

MORE

coverage, 
the news

either/or? Why do we, as I say in my book, and I write about this in 
mi bLk, why is it we say that if a woman i- « nn^t-ion or

being assertive or ambitious, she's acting masculine? Why can t we 
uexny aoocxw. . ovnoripnrpc; available to

that
contradiction, or

which meant a <
the country who were —

zz

K?a^at happens is what people consider newsworthy is what is .
ot what happens^is what p k?ow> belng

^meSlnrersr^ike^nvhnng'tJe'cSst^rt^eet̂ Aarwin^et sone 

something else, HKe unvex m what neoole who cover

behind podiums, 
alive, i— — 
images, perhaps.

if you are doing something one day
_____ — ‘ ’ is that 

is that just a rounding out of who you are?

i

I
X

behind a podium.

talkin*g~about the Miss America contest.

whv is it we say that if a woman is advocating a position or 
. . __j a. j____ cuo*c =c,+*2"r< Tnaar!iil ine? Why can't we

just be human beings'with“th4 fuh’range 5f experiences available to

us.

qo I had an event, for example, here a few weeks ago, 
great deal ?o me'about - I brought kids from all over 

■,o were in ilimbo because they were in foster care, and

0 I'm not even sure people would say, because you're 
testifying before a Senate committee, you're being masculine. This 
is the 1990s; we have female senators. We're used to seeing women 

And you look great behind a podium. You looked 
And that looked like the real you. It's just the jarring 

This happened on a period of time where you were 
And then of all of a sudden there's this period of 

, It somehow seems confusing. 

And maybe I'm wrong, but that's the image.

MRS. CLINTON: You know, I really cannot help, and I 
certainly cannot control, how I am portrayed to people. I can only 
live my life with as much integrity to the best of my ability, doing 
what IYthink is right for me. I enjoy a lot of different aspects of 
being a woman, of having a full and varied life. And I think any of 
2s whether w4 are in oGr own homes or in the white House ultimately 

have to do what is best for you. And that's how I view my life.

Now, I hope that women and men will look at my life as 
4-How innk at their own lives. If someone were to see -them at oust 
one^moment, and that were the image that 

you possibly convey the full range of your life in one image. I 

don't think it's possible.

I understand that.

But then also look, as I would ask you to, at what

Fpart

you know the . 
it; they get a feeling from you., 
woman liked you. She had a feeling about you. 
uneasy feeling. And, I mean, that might have to do with the 
controversy, but it's also — it was like, who is she, she said to

22; b™n rom:nrorWtTf‘di£"fi2uIty'-L";etiing“r-- strong a’perception 

of you these days? Or in recent —

MRS CLINTON: No -- yes, of course there's been
difficulty, but look what has been going on. I mean, f°r 

T've been accused or criticized or attacked for 
S/dl??erent k!nSs of ?hing2, so that with every step forward that 

A. in netting to know me, inevitably there comes some

show, which I thought was a kick, or doing

’ little control over what people who cover 

think of as being important.

MRS.
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- a lot of press was

children.

andUadoption system or mammograms for women, the Gulf War disease,

than 25 years.
hpalth care. But rather tnan taKing neaxun 
of a totally different nature I see It as part of what I have one

So, I wisharound with me every day.could carry millions of Americans

We've got to wrap up —CAPUTO:MS.

Q

MRS. CLINTON:

welfare.till, which in effect ends AFPC^o poor

misconceptions is that Bill Clinton

MORE

for all of these years, 
in it in part because I

I don't think it would have been a 
n verv from most of our conversations. I
cninions to my husband, and my husband makes whatever 

is best sometimes I agree 100.percent, sometimes

thatb^have taken on^of? iss^sT wh^n at least the 

wav I see my life and my commitments, they are a seamless web of 
^sLC^ttention toYthe issues that I have cared about or more

One more question?

How about a few questions about the book.

I

crew
wish they could have been
which I care < ‘
and on.

of course, it's frustrating to me, because I wish I 
could carry mixxxui^ -x J around with me every day. I wish
?hei coul^ you know, be with me last Friday when I entertained the

Y of the USS Columbia, because I am the sponsor of their ship. I
x there when I opened the sculpture garden, 

deeplZabout to try to promote American art — on and on

informationand knowledge ^bout what's possible than I do 

that's what he does every single day.

Actually this^s^a^oo^guestion.^^even wrote it

and what you do in everyday 
■ with the 

-~at the time I thought this, 
at breakfast, I think

And I thought, what did she say to him at 
tiiie ociAvi j. -a — ----J f"0 hear from Marian Wright 

remember that at all — or is it not

«
(Laughter.)

down well I wondered when I read the book aoout wnax. yv« 

1^.! i°wou Id3 loved * tQAhave been’with’you Juy?at breakfal

* '

what he does every single day.

been the way with ^p^^ciinto^does anything anybody, including 
^r^n^t^d^^e^ake^eXthing /n. I've never seen a

they had now been released for adoption, but they were older kids 
and nobody was interested in them. And I had — a lot of press was

Much of what I do every day is absolutely consistent with who 
-- ---- , And it has to do with women and

And'yet^despite my doing it, people will say, oh, that's a 
soft issue. I happen to think there are no harder issues than what 
we do with our children. But it's not controversial. I m not 
enaaaed in going up to the Hill to convince members of Congress to do 
something. 9I'm not arguing with somebody. I'm advocating that each 

of us individually do something about whether it's the foster care 
and adoption system or mammograms_for women, the Gulf War disease, 
things I have been very involved in all this year.

But then the impression comes across that I'm either not 
that what I'm doing is a retreat from what I had 

_ J — — — o4- 1/aacT* T- H O
■ * ■ commitments, they are a seamless web of

. ----------------------------------- J

There will never be anything higher visibility than 
But rather than taking health care out^and^saying^it^s

I^write about it in the book. I got involved 
cared about what was happening to children.

kids an families, a...— — ------- ,
breakfast? I mean, did shejjaid^j going 

Edelman today? Do you --------

MRS. CLINTON:
conversation very different from most of our

express my '
•decision he thinks is best
I agree 50 percent. E__ _

there.   ,
these children into loving homes.
It was not considered newsworthy.

book. 1---  -
I am, what I have done for 25 years.

I happen to think there are 
do with our children.

I'm not arguing with somebody.
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not the exact decision mar i naaconclusion it is the right decision that he wants to make at this

time.

in the Republican majority changed it, he vetoed it. So he 
constantly assessing what can be done, what should be don .

Q

I mean, we talk about this, but, youNo,CLINTON:MRS.
know

he does things every day that I'm not
But,

END

X

you know,
involved in (end of tape).

someone
listens to many, many people.

(inaudible)

nerson who is more eager to absorb different points of view. An<* , 
then he distills it, and he makes the decision. And very often it is 
not the exact decision that I had advocated, but he's come to the 

And, you know, when he supported the Senate welfare  
bill he did so saying it's a lot better than the House bill. It is 

least got soL. redeeming features^to Jt.^But then when they^

And as 
whoaobSeJves him'do^this, I am very heartened by the way he

— over breakfast (inaudible)?
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MRS. CLINTON:

Q
being the issue, you have become the issue.

INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY
BY BARBARA WALTERS, 20/20 (ABC) II

Mrs. Clinton, instead of your new book 
How did you 

get in this mess where your whole credibility is being 
questioned?

MRS. CLINTON: For more than 25 years I've
worked on behalf of children’s issues, as well as being a 

Occasionally, I get a little 
distressed, a little sad, a little angry, irritated. I 
think that's only natural. But I know that that's part of 
the territory and we'll just keep plowing through and 
trying to get to the end of this.

Your book takes some very strong stands. This 
is not what some people thought was going to be a nice, 
soft book to show that you had a softer image. And you 
say some controversial things. What does the title mean, 
"It Takes A Village"?

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I ask myself that every day, 
Barbara, because it's very surprising and confusing to me. 
But we've had questions raised for the last four years, 
and eventually they're answered and they go away and more 
questions come up. And we'll just keep doing our best to 
answer them and, hopefully, it will end at some point.

Q Well, we'll get to some of the specifics 
about that later. Let's start with the book, which is how 
we were originally going to start.

Q Are you distressed?



Whom do you want to read this book?Q

This is not written for experts.Q

MRS. CLINTON: I would like as many Americans 
as possible, whether or not they are parents.

mother myself, and always just loving children. And "It 
Takes A Village" means what I have come to believe: that 
families are the most important influences in a child's 
life, they provide the primary upbringing —but they don't 
do it alone. They need help and support, whether it be 
from doctors or teachers or police officers or all the 
other adults in our society who directly and indirectly 
impact on children.

And I would love for Americans to have a 
conversation about how all of us can do a better job in 
the raising of our children.

MRS. CLINTON: No. In fact, it is written in 
part because the experts have learned so much about what 
children need in their early years that doesn't get 
communicated. And I want more and more people to know 
about the importance of talking to babies when they're so 
tiny that they can hardly see you. Or taking the time to



MRS. CLINTON:

CLINTON:

Q Is it very, very expensive?

MRS. CLINTON: No.

No,

Mm-hmm.MRS. CLINTON:

Well, that's because I think theMRS. CLINTON:

Q
has to do with health care.

Those are things experts talk about with 
themselves, but a lot of us who are parents or concerned 
citizens may not know that.

But to me the goal should be that instead of 
having more and more children from working families 
uninsured, we should be reversing that and insuring more 
and more of our children every year.

Q You seem to be swimming against the tide. 
You know, all we hear about is less government, less 
money; you're saying just the opposite.

One of the controversial parts of your book
Do you remember health care?

Q You not only want universal health care, 
you want federally funded, or funded, early education -- 
Head Start. You want funding for proper day care.

Q I mean, is it really going to be one of 
these major items in the budget?

really spend with children at every stage of their 
development. Or, you know, knowing what it takes to find 
good child care when you're in the market for it.

Yes, I do, very well.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, there are many ways of 
doing it. It doesn't necessarily have to be federally 
funded alone. It can be through the place of employment. 
It can be through making insurance affordable for people 
working at low incomes, who want to have that protection. 
There are many ways we can do it.

MRS. CLINTON: No, it's not very expensive. In 
fact, most of the countries we compete with -- the rich, 
advanced economies around the world -- already do provide 
universal coverage for everyone at a lesser cost than we 
have. And they're always people who will be able to get 
more than what is provided for everyone. But at least 
they provide the security that I think every parent should 
have when it comes to their children.

Q You speak of Medicare for older people, and 
you want it for children. You want universal health care 
for children. But people are going to say, "Where are we 
going to get the money?" Federally funded? I mean, this 
is just what we're trying to get away from."



rx Iacvvx

MORE

tide is not going in the right direction. I think we are 
causing ourselves a lot of problems because we are not 
doing what it takes to support families -- and I mean hold 
them accountable, hold them responsible. I believe 
strongly in marriage. I think that divorce should be 
harder for people with children. I want people to take 
responsibility for themselves and their kids.

But at the same time, I'm out there. I know 
how hard it is for most Americans right now. You know, I 
have visited Malin (ph.) County Day Care Center in Iowa, 
for example. And I have shaken the hands of parents who 
are unemployed — they're going back to get job training, 
they're desperately trying to get off welfare, they've 
been divorced and left with no child support. They don't 
have a
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Q

there are exceptions — we both know that,

MORE

place to put their child that is safe and good unless it 
can be subsidized.

So, for me, this is going in the right 
direction, because in the long run it is cheaper than 
prisons, it is cheaper than violence, it is cheaper than 
tearing at the quality of our life together.

What do you think of Newt Gingrich?

I think he's a very intelligent
And I

There will always be exceptions. I write about 
my mother-in-law, who endured, I think, violence and abuse 
that should have led to a divorce. But in many instances 

What's your solution to the one-parent dilemma?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think the first thing we 
have to do is be honest about what's happening to 
children. Now, there are exceptions -- we both know that, 
everyone does. But in general what you've just recited 
from my book is the case, that we need more parents to 
both get married and stay married in order to support 

children.

MRS. CLINTON:
man who has a mission that he is on to accomplish, 
just disagree with many tenets of that. But, more 
importantly, the President has stood up against many 
elements of the Gingrich agenda for America that would 
really eliminate the safety net for the poor and the 
vulnerable, and would so radically alter Medicare that it 
would not be there for many older people in the future.

Q You can do the things you talk about, 
federal funding for education, early education and 
insurance and proper day care, and balance a budget?

MRS. CLINTON: Absolutely. You know, the 
budget that the President just proposed — a seven-year, 
balanced budget using the Congressional Budget Office 
figures — invests in education; invests in environmental 
protection; continues our investments in programs like 
Head Start and school lunch, which we think are important; 
and still balances the budget.

Q Let's talk about some of the social issues 
-- one parent. More and more parents are becoming the one 
parent, sometimes by choice, sometimes because they're 
very young and get pregnant. And you have said that this 
is -- children who have one parent are two to three times 
as likely to have emotional and behavioral problems as 
children living in two-parent families; more likely to 
drop out of school, get pregnant, et cetera. And 
remarriage of their parents doesn't seem to better the 

odds.
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they're terrible people.

How?Q

MRS. CLINTON:

In some areas you're very conservative --Q

With children.CLINTON:MRS.

With children.Q

MORE

So I don't think 
I don't think we

can we help marriages survive? 
help single parents survive?

divorce
— and you feel that there should be a waiting period 
before people get divorced.

And there are single parents, 
we should be condemning single parents, 
should be, you know, holding them up and saying that 
they're terrible people. That is absolutely wrong.
Instead what we ought to do is to say, first of all, how

But if we can't, how do we

today it is not that extreme a case. And I think we ought 
to do a little more both to help parents stay together; 
but if it's inevitable that they are going to divorce, to 
provide education and counseling so that they don't let 
their problems affect their children.

Day care is a terrible problem for a lot of 
single parents without family support nearby. You know, 
one of the things that I discovered in writing the book is 
that, you know, many, many of our single parents work 
nights, work weekends, and child care is not usually 
available. And we don't think about the price that they 
pay for that.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I have a general concern 
about television and films because I do think — and I 
also write about this — that we are paying too much 
attention to the exception, to the dysfunctional. And we 
need to be more focussed on what is life like for the 
average American?

Well, I think we can do a lot of 
things. One is a minimum wage increase. And that is very 
important because many, many of the people who support 
families on minimum wages are single parents -- mostly 
women. We also can make it more likely that single 
parents will have the kind of health insurance that their 
children deserve to have, through their workplace or 
through a system they could buy into.

Q Something just popped into my mind -- 
"Murphy Brown." Remember Dan Quayle, when he said that 
"Murphy Brown" glorified the one parent family? And we 
see a lot of this on television and in films. How do you 
feel about it?
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Mm-hmm.MRS. CLINTON:

Right.MRS. CLINTON:

When? Why?Q

Oh, all the time.MRS. CLINTON:

I can't wait to hear.Oh,Q

I think any couple --CLINTON:MRS.

You've considered divorce?Q

No,

To make that marriage last, almost no

At least during the childhood of

"Murder yes.You've heard the expression.

I have. (Laughter.)Well,MRS. CLINTON: yes,

Did that ever apply to you?Q

No, but maybe short of that.CLINTON:MRS.

MORE

Q
divorce no"?

Q
matter what?

our downs, but it's been such a great commitment for us, 
and I think having Chelsea made it even stronger.

But particularly when children are involved, I 
think it's what mature people who care about their 
marriage and their children should try to do.

I've had
-- you know, just like all of us, we've had our ups and

Q And then in your book you weave in your own 
personal experiences. And you say, "My strong feelings 
about divorce and its effect on children have caused me to 
bite my tongue more than a few times during my own 
marriage."

MRS. CLINTON: No, never a divorce. But 
certainly I have thought hard about how a situation can 
escalate out of hand. You know, the argument that never 
ends, or the- problem that you allow to fester instead of 
dealing with it. And I have found in my own marriage — 
and certainly in the marriages of my friends that have 
been long lasting, we celebrated our 20th anniversary last 
year — that it's a — not a 50-50 proposition, it's
100-100. You have to really be committed to it, and you 
have to be willing to make compromises and to bite that 
tongue from time to time.

MRS. CLINTON:
those children, yes.
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MRS. CLINTON:

MRS. CLINTON: Yes.

Tell

Well, there goes that relationship.Q

You sound like every mother.Q

Q

MORE

not looking forward to that myself, 

much.

But she'll be going off to college. 
 . What is she interested

What do you think she wants to do?

at college, she crawled in the back seat of the car and 
cried all the way home. I'm afraid I'm not going to be 

much better.

MRS. CLINTON: From the time she was a very
little girl, we have talked about your body and the 

Yes, she is.

MRS. CLINTON: I know. It's just -- when I
think about my mother tell me that when she dropped me off 

............... i
I'm afraid I’m not going to be

Q I want to talk a little bit about Chelsea. 
She's going to be 16 next month.

Q You've kept her out of the press, and the 
press has been really pretty good about it.

Q You write that you hope teenagers would 
abstain from sex until they’re 21, and that your for sex 
education in the schools and sex education at home. I 
think parents might like to know what you've told Chelsea 
about birth control and contraception.

Q
us just a little bit about her. 

in? 1

MRS. CLINTON: You know, we were up at Camp 
David, and for months she had been saying, well, you know, 
come on, I really want to learn how to drive. So he went 
out with her and they were gone for about two hours. They 
had the best time. And all of us were just laughing — 
you know, just within the compound. They were doing 
everything — from parallel parking to backing up. When I 
came back, I said, well, how did it go? How did it go? 
She said, well I think Dad learned a lot. (Laughter.) So 
they really have a good time.

But she'll be looking at college, and I'm just
I will miss her so

MRS. CLINTON: Well, she is still very 
interested in ballet. And she loves school. She has 
great friends. Right now she wants to learn to drive and 
get a driver's license, which is something I'm living in 
fear and trembling of. But her father -- which is very 
scary -- is teaching her how to drive, so they're having a 

good time.
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conversations.

Your husband, the President, talked to her<2
about

Absolutely.MRS. CLINTON:

about sex?Q

Yes.

At what age?Q

CLINTON:

it?

MORE

Q Let's not use Chelsea as an example, but if 
you had a teenager daughter who became pregnant and wanted 
to have an abortion, not have the baby, would you support

MRS. CLINTON: I think there is a way of 
talking about it all the way up. I don't think you should 
wait until they're teenagers, because they are bombarded 
with messages about sex from the movies and television and 
their music. And if we don't give them some other ways of 
thinking about it and being responsible about it, they 
will pick up information elsewhere.

MRS. CLINTON: Yes. Just — you know, trying 
very hard to make it not some forbidden taboo subject, but 
something that's a part of life and growing up. And then 
as she got older, to point out the consequences -- you 
know, sexually transmitted diseases, unintended pregnancy, 
the kind of terrible dilemma that nobody should have to 
face about abortion. Those are the things that I think we 
need to talk with our kids about. And if parents don't 
feel comfortable doing it, then at church or at school 
there need to be responsible adults who will answer their 
questions honestly.

respect it deserves; not to put things in it — whether 
it's drugs or tobacco or alcohol that could hurt your 
growing up; to be respectful of your body. And that 
started from the very earliest years. I had some very 
wise advice from a pediatrician who said — she had heard 
so many parents complain that they didn't want their 
children learning about this from somebody else, but they 
didn't take the time to do it themselves. And it is a 
little discomforting. I'm not saying that these were easy

But I did them, and so did Bill. And so

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, gosh, I just even can't 
imagine that decision. I would do whatever I could to 
support her. And it would be a terrible decision. I 
can't even really think about that. I hope that nobody I 
know ever has to. And I think it is so tragic when that 
is the choice. And we can avoid that being the choice if 
children are given good, responsible information and 
ability to say no at an earlier age.
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MRS. CLINTON:

Will you

MORE

If your husband
How

MRS. CLINTON:
notification.

Q Well, will you have a commission? 
try to do specific things?

And then 
when it comes to specific issues, whether it is health 
care or education, there are in every part of our country 
people who have figured out how to make our systems work. 
There are schools in the worst neighborhoods in America 
that are giving kids a sense of discipline and character 
and turning out good, qualified academic students. Why 
don't we learn from that? What prevents us from seeing 
what works right under our own noses?

republic." That's pretty strong words.
is reelected, what will you personally do about this? 
will you follow up with the suggestions that are made in 
this book?

Q Do you feel that a parent should be 
notified if an underage daughter wants to have an 
abortion?

Well, one thing I'll do is try 
to talk as much as possible about it, which is why I 
appreciate this opportunity, because I don't really want 
people necessarily to agree with me, but I want the state 
of our children to be the national conversation. And the

Q At the end of your book, you quote a noted 
psychologist as saying, "The present state of children and 
families in the U.S. represents the greatest domestic 
problem our nation has faced since the founding of the 
republic." ' ’ ' ' ' -------~

I believe in parental
I think there are exceptions. Sometimes 

the young girls -- 12, 13, 14 -- are pregnant because of 
sexual abuse from people they know -- older men who are 
either in their homes or in some way connected with their 
homes. A recent study has shown that these young teenage 
mothers are not usually willing participants. They may be 
overwhelmed. They may not know what they're getting 
theirselves into. So there are situations in which the 
family is so dysfunctional that parental notification is 
not appropriate. But in general I do believe. I think 
that families should be part of helping their children 
through this.

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, I do — I want to have a 
conference this spring bringing together many of the 
people I talk about in the book — those who are actually 
on the front lines doing the work — so that we can get 
even more visibility for what they're doing so that more 
people can know that, you know, gee, there's a program in 
San Antonio, Texas, that is really making a big difference 
in how parents behave. Let's find out about that. Let's 
bring it home. It's that kind of grass roots information 
that I'm most interested in.
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— that you took.Q

conditions.

And people think you have changed yourQ
image.

MORE

MRS.
President's plan.

Well, health care was part of my 
I was asked to do it by my

F

>9

Q If you're First Lady for another four 
years, will health care again be your number one priority? 
And will you do it differently?

(Laughter.) Well, it's what
And it's what I care most

MRS. CLINTON:
I've been doing for 25 years, 
about.

MRS. CLINTON:
priority for children.
husband, and I was glad to do it, because I had been on 
the board of a children's hospital. I had been involved 
in a lot of situations looking at infant mortality and 
other problems of children's health. So I felt very 
strongly about that. Now, certainly we would do it 
differently because the particular approach that the 
President took was not acceptable to people. So —

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think what is fair to 
say is that I did voice concern about the financial 
mismanagement that was discovered when the President 
arrived here in the White House Travel Office. I think 
that everyone who knew about it was quite concerned and 
wanted it to be taken care of. And, indeed, the financial 
mismanagement, which was proven by a big six accounting 
firm, led to changes. And I can assure people that now 
that Travel Office is run by appropriate accounting 
standards.

CLINTON: Yes. It was my advocacy of the
And I really did think it would make a 

difference and would help people, but that was not to be. 
So I think we still need to make some basic reforms. I 
think insurance should be portable. People should be able 
to take it with them. I don't think we should be 
eliminating people from health care because of preexisting

Those are some of the things that I would 
like to see worked on.

Q Well, let's talk about some of the things 
that are so much in the news this week -- the Travel 
Office. Last week, a 1993 memo by a former White House 
aide, David Watkins, was made public in which he says that 
you were responsible for the firing of seven people in the 
White House Travel Office because you wanted to have an 
Arkansas travel agency take its place. And there would 
have been nothing illegal about your doing that. But you 
have said you had no idea how the decision was made and 
that you had nothing to do with it. Is he lying?
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I

What was this Secret Service incident?

I wanted the situationNo.CLINTON:MRS.

MORE

untrue stories, and I couldn't understand that, 
concerned about it and expressed that concern.

Q Did you ask to have certain Secret Service 
members put in another detail?

Q That you had thrown a lamp or a Bible at 
your husband --

But I did not make the decisions. I did not 
direct anyone to make the decisions. But I have 
absolutely no doubt that I did express concern, because I 
was concerned about any kind of financial mismanagement.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think — I don't know, 
because I'm not aware exactly of what led him to say that. 
But certain Mack McLarty, who was the Chief of Staff, took 
responsibility for the decisions; has said very clearly, I 
did not tell him to do anything; he made the decisions. 
But he did it in consultation with many people whose 
advice he sought, whose concern he listened to. So I 
think that's something that I'll have to let someone else 
explain.

Q So is it a question of how much concern? I 
mean, when you say you had nothing to do with it, and he 
says you had everything to do with it, he's either not 
telling the truth or it's a misinterpretation — where are 
we?

Q You see, the picture that's coming out is 
of this domineering First Lady. You know that. And in 
his memo he refers to an earlier incident in which he said 
you'd been furious over his failure to transfer certain 
Secret Service agencies. He says he feared any delay in 
firing the Travel Office members would not have been 
tolerated by you. He said there would be hell to pay.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I'm not sure what David 
Watkins is talking about. I can tell you what I was 
concerned about -- and, again, expressed it. There had 
been some stories that were in the press attributed to 
Secret Service agents --

MRS. CLINTON: — or a bible or a Mercedes Benz 
or -- you know, there were many variations on it. And 
when I read stories in the tabloids saying that I've had 
an alien baby from outer space, I think that is kind of 
funny and laugh it off. But when stories like that get 
into what I consider to be respectable journalism, it does 
bother me. And it particularly bothered me that the 
Secret Service was being used to try to substantiate

So I was
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So you wanted the situation controlled orQ

CLINTON: I wantMRS.

-- use your words.Q

Did they?Q

Did you ever throw a lamp at your husband?Q

I didn't.No,CLINTON:MRS.

Did you ever throw a Bible at your husband?Q

I didn't.CLINTON: No,MRS.

Do you have a terrible temper?Q

CLINTON:
things.

I

Mm-hmm.MRS. CLINTON:

Investigators say you had a more involved

MORE

Q
relationship.

I

And we have a great relationship with them.
my sake. I mean, you know, I have a pretty good arm. 
I'd thrown a lamp at somebody, I think you would have 
known about it. And when those things are said, I just 
don't want that to get a life of its own.

cleared up, because -- both for the Secret Service's sake, 
which is, after all, charged with a very difficult task.

But also for
If

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, yes, those stories stopped. 
I think it was part of the understandable change and 
people trying to make up stuff just to cause a little 
trouble.

Q Let's go on to the Madison Guaranty Savings 
and Loan, from which you did some legal work. There is a 
dispute as to how much work you did for the Madison 
Guaranty. You have said it was minimal.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I wanted, for example, the 
Secret Service to able to say that didn't happen -- you 
know, to try to get it clarified.

MRS. CLINTON: No, but I do get angry about 
I'm not going to deny that. There are things 

that"l think are wrong or things that I think should be 
fixed. And I am not at all shy about expressing my 
opinion. I try to be a direct person. But I don't tell 
people what to do. I say, here's what I think, and I'm 
concerned about this. But there are many decisions that 
people make in the course of a day that I don't even know 
about, and I get some responsibility assigned for.
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Absolutely not.MRS. CLINTON:

You did not?Q

Absolutely not.MRS. CLINTON:

Even in their real estate deals?Q

And, inCLINTON:

Mr. McDougal?Q

Did it go towards the President's campaign?Q

Q Trust

MORE

And people said, 
Then they said, well,

The person you were in business

Mrs. Clinton, I think most people don't 
understand it, they don't care how much you billed or how 
much money you made. But what they do think is, were you 
aware of any shady practices or actual wrongdoing on the 
part of this savings and loan for which you did legal 
work?

Q But they didn't have the billing records 
that they now have.

MRS. CLINTON: -- Trust Corporation, the RTC, 
by an independent law firm, has looked at that Whitewater 
and Madison matter and said, indeed, what we said three 
and four years ago was the case.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, but that is not really the 
issue. You know, a month ago people were jumping up and 
down because the billing records were lost, and they 
thought somebody might have■destroyed them. Now the 
records are found, and they're jumping up and down. But 
I'm glad the records were found. I wish they had been 
found a year or two ago because they verify what I've been 
saying from the very beginning. I worked about an hour a 

MRS. CLINTON: No, absolutely not.
fact, this whole matter originated because of this 
Whitewater land deal. And we said when that came up that 
this was a failed real estate transaction — about 20 
years ago now -- where we lost money.
well, prove it. So we proved that.
okay, how about this.
with also later bought a savings and loan.

MRS. CLINTON: Right. Absolutely not. And, in
fact, an independent study that has been done for the 
Resolution --

MRS. CLINTON: Mr. McDougal. Did you get money 
from that savings and loan? Was the money channeled to 
you? We said, absolutely not.
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87,

f

That's right.CLINTON:MRS.

MRS. CLINTON:

\

Was that Seth —Q

And Seth Ward was involved in

Separate deal?0

So,CLINTON:

accusations.
I

rumors,
What was your relationship with him?

Oh, he was one of my dearestMRS. CLINTON:

MORE

week for 15 months. That was not a lot of work, for me, 
certainly.

fact,
tried back in '87, '88,
acquitted of charges.

MRS. CLINTON:
that on behalf --

I mean, any time we've been accused 
of something, eventually we have proven that it was a dry 
hole, that it was just another in the string of

And we will do the same with these.

Q One of the fraudulent loans of Madison 
Guaranty, which has gotten suddenly a lot of attention, is 
something called Castle Grande. In the sworn statement 
you said you had no memory of working on Castle Grande.

MRS.
you know,

Q Mrs. Clinton, while we are clearing up 
you know there is the reoccurring rumor about you 

and Vince Foster. What was your relationship with him?

MRS. CLINTON: Separate deal completely, 
you know, we've asked Mr. D'Amato, tell us what the 
inconsistencies are. 7

Q But these billing records show you made 14 
to 16 phone calls to one of the major participants, a man 
named Seth Ward, and also drew up documents connected with 
Castle Grande. The big thing about this, again, to most 
people is, again, a contradiction.

CLINTON: No, absolutely not. And, in
there was a trial -- Mr. McDougal was 

'89, somewhere in there, and
So these are yet another branch of 

charges being brought against him that we have absolutely 
nothing to do with.

Q You never knew the Madison Guaranty was 
doing anything illegal, corrupt, et cetera, as it was 
later found to be?

And there's not a contradiction.
Castle Grande was a trailer park on a piece of property 
that was about a thousand acres big. I never did work for 
Castle Grande. Never at all. And so when I was asked 
about it last year, I didn't recognize it, I didn't 
remember it. The billing records show I did not do work 
for Castle Grande. I did work for something called IDC, 
which was not related to Castle Grande.
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You know, I want to be very

Okay.Q

MORE

friends, Barbara. He was a colleague. He was a partner. 
He'd been a friend of my husband since they were boys of 4 
or 5 years of age. And I miss him. I miss him very much. 
And everyone who knew him, as Bill and I did, knew that he 
was one of the finest men, one of the best lawyers, one of 
the greatest friends you could have. And I just wish he 
could be left in peace, because he was a wonderful man to 
everyone who knew him.

MRS. CLINTON:
clear about this.

But then there were these blizzard of phone 
calls — you were in Arkansas visiting your mother — from 
the Chief of Staff, Maggie Williams, and the White House 
Counsel, Bernard Nussbaum, from your close friend Susan 
Thomases. Phone calls, back and forth, back and forth — 
more, perhaps, than would be considered apparent in a 
state of grief.

Q You know, there is in this whole business 
after his suicide of whether you tried to have records 
removed or have them examined before they were shown to 
the Justice Department. And you have said that you did 
nothing to impede the investigation into his death, had no 
concern over access to the documents in his office.

I'm very sad that people would take a moment 
that had never happened in the White House before -- no 
one was prepared for this. I hope to goodness it never 

And when Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Thomases 
testified before the Senate Committee, they keep saying 
they can't remember. So, again, it all seems very 
mysterious, and it looks as if you had something to cover 

up.

Susan had known Vince for, by then probably 15 
or 16 years. Maggie had become a very close friend and 
colleague of Vince during the time they were in the White 
House together. They were both overwhelmed by grief. And 
some of those phone conversations consisted of us sobbing 
on the phone.

MRS. CLINTON: There were no documents taken 
out of Vince Foster's office on the night he died. And I 
did not direct anyone to interfere in any investigation. 
I know very well what we were talking about. We were 
grieving. We were supporting each other. I was asking 
questions about how other people who were close friends 
and colleagues of Vince were doing, how his family were 
doing. I wanted to be sure that the President was all 
right because I was in Arkansas, he was in Washington.
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CLINTON:

That's true.MRS. CLINTON:

Not the

other one.

Absolutely.That's right.MRS. CLINTON:

Although Senator D'Amato says, implies that

But the White House is not grandma's

mean,

Well, one of them was.MRS. CLINTON:

MORE

Q Although Senator D'Amato says, implies tna 
they were going to be found anyway and that's why you had 

___ But the White House is not grandma's
And for two years people have been looking for 
icords. They were in your personal effects. I

to release them.
attic.
these records.

one wonders why they were just found now.

Senator D'Amato implied that it happened
But

This

Q And nothing was taken from Vince Foster's 
office that you asked to have looked over, kept from the 
eyes of the government?

Q Mrs. Clinton, the fact that both the 
billing of your records, your legal records and the 
Watkins memo should come to light this week when you want 
to talk about a book is certainly not something you would 
have wanted. Right?

MRS. CLINTON: I didn't even know he had 
documents of mine in his office. So that doesn't make any 
sense at all.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, one of them was.
But one of them was.

Q
because they were going to find these records anyway, 
some people may wonder, this is not grandma's attic, 
is the White House. These were found in your personal 

records. And —

Q You know, on the one hand, the fact that 
these two records — the billing records and the travel 
memo -- come up this week is certainly not something you 
could have wanted when you're trying to publicize a book.

happens to anyone else. Because, certainly, mistakes were 
made. People were running around trying to stay busy, 
trying to do things, trying to, you know, be helpful in 
some way. And maybe, you know, they acted in ways that 
later people said, oh, they shouldn't have done that.

But I don't know anyone who was prepared for 
such a tragedy. And everybody coped the best way they 
could. And talking to people that you had known -- I've 
known Maggie Williams for 15, 16, 17 years. We're not 
just colleagues, we're very dear friends. And so, for me, 
I don't know how other people grieve, but I do it both 
alone and I do it by talking to people who share my grief.



18

What does it look like up there with your

I mean, that isIt is a mess.MRS.

That's hard to understand.Q

What do you think of Senator D'Amato?Q

I don't know him.CLINTON:MRS .

Do you want to go before Senator D'Amato’s

CLINTON:

I'll do whatever it takes toCLINTON:

0
MORE

Q
committee?

CLINTON:
something that —

MRS.
cooperate.

Q Why don't you just go up to Capitol Hill 
and talk to the Senate Committee yourself and get this all 
over with?

MRS. CLINTON: I don't have a desire in it. I 
just want to do whatever it takes to cooperate, to bring 
this matter to an end.

Q And if it takes your going and testifying 
yourself, you'll go?

MRS.
Watkins memo.
found or under what circumstances, 
need to understand that there are millions of pieces of 
paper in the White House. And for more than two years 
now, people have been diligently searching. I can only 
speak for our stuff, which arrived in boxes and has been 
stacked up and has been gone through. But, you know, it's 
something that I can't explain because I wasn't part of 
finding it, didn't even know it was there.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we'll cooperate. And 
we'll do whatever is necessary. There is nobody who wants 
this over more than I do. I really want it to be finished 
with.

CLINTON: Well, I know nothing about the
I, to this day, don't know where it was

But I think people do

But I am glad it was found. I keep trying to 
say -- you know, it's so strange when people are saying, 
oh, my gosh, first they didn't find it; now they found it. 
But when you have so many inquiries coming at you from so 
many different directions; when we have turned over, I 
think, 50,000 pieces of paper; when everybody who's looked 
at this with any objective eye says, you know, there's no 
there there, and they keep answering the questions that 
are asked. We will keep cooperating and do the very best 

we can.

Q
records?
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CLINTON:MRS.

guilty.

this.

Gosh, I don't remember,

I have a tough question to ask you.Q

dear. All your questions --Oh,MRS. CLINTON:

MORE

I mean, it is a very
But there isn't any way

Q What advice, if any, has your husband been 
giving you this week?

Q You know, the whole business, the people in 
this country are either confused or they don't care about 
Whitewater. But there's a feeling that you and your 
husband are trying to cover something up. You know that.

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I hope not. Because I love 
my husband and I really believe in what he's doing and I 
want to help him. But I have campaigned with him for — 
you know, gosh, ever since I've known him, so many years 
now. And through 20 years of marriage, we've been out 
there and I've been supporting him. And I'm going to do 
the same thing in this upcoming election.

Q I mean, you look -- it looks guilty. Even 
the Republican National Chairman said, they didn't do 
anything, but they look so guilty.

Well, I know.

And we scramble around.
unfortunate set of circumstances.
to anticipate the questions that are going to be asked 
next. But we do the best we can, and we'll just keep on 
doing it. At the end of the day, the American people will 
know we have nothing to cover up. There is nothing that 
we have done that should be of any concern to anyone. 
We've tried, maybe not as smartly as we could have, to 
answer people's questions. But we'll keep doing the best 
we know how.

Q Do you think that you're becoming more of a 
negative than a positive force for your husband? Are you 
becoming a political liability?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I don't know that we look 
But we sure have looked for kind of funny because 

we've'not been able to answer questions. In part, these 
things happened 15, 20 years ago. They were not that 
important to us at the time. We didn't do anything wrong. 
There was no reason for us to have remembered most of

So to be asked, did you lose money? We 5
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"Chin up, honey"?Q

Absolutely.CLINTON:MRS.

Does he call you "honey"?Q

Yeah,He does.CLINTON:

He calls you what?Q

That'sI don't know.CLINTON:

Did you ever ask him why?Q

WellCLINTON:MRS.

It just startedI don't know.

Hiry, well —Q

Hiry, short for "Hillary."CLINTON:MRS.

That's short — it's like baby talk forQ
Hillary.

Yeah.CLINTON:MRS.

Do you think the American people are ready

MORE

he does. HeMRS. 1
calls me "Hiry."

MRS. CLINTON: Hiry.
H-i-r-y, the best I can spell it.

MRS. CLINTON:
when -- a long time ago.

MRS. CLINTON: I think so. I think some are, 
and some aren't. And I believe that this has been a 
learning experience for me, coming here and not really 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, not to get down; don't let 
it bother you; we'll get through this; it's the same old 
stuff, but, you know, people will see that there's nothing 
to this either. And he keeps saying, you know, these 
questions that were asked three years now have been 
answered in this RTC study by this big law firm. .And 
nobody knows about it because nobody has focussed on the 
fact that what we have said has been proven accurate 
because there's always a new front being opened. There's 
always more questions being asked. So he's just basically 
kind of, you know, bucked me up.

Q I want to get back to the book, and one 
section seems especially appropriate after all of this. 
You write about people pigeon-holing people, especially 
women and men. ] . . . - • 
yet to have a First Lady who has strong opinions and an 

agenda?

Q That may be the news that comes out of this 

whole interview.
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CLINTON: My gosh.MRS.

MRS. CLINTON: No.

Why not?Q

CLINTON:

Well, it's just not anything

That you want?<2

MORE

doesn't. 
yourself?

And so if we can get that message out, that 
indeed that's what the President is standing up for, 
that's what I've always tried to speak for, I think that's 
the kind of activity that most Americans would approve of.

Q To you that sounds old, to some of us it 
Can you imagine running for political office

Q A close friend of yours told me that at one 
point when the President was maybe thinking of running for 
President and maybe not, you considered running for 
governor of Arkansas yourself. Did you?

understanding all the expectations that people sort of put 
on this role. I think the American people want the people 
who live in this house to care about them, to care about 
their problems, and not to get caught up in just the 
back-and-forth of, you know, Washington insider politics.

Q Yeah, but I mean, what don't you have that 
your husband has? Why couldn't you be —

Q If the President is reelected, at the end 
of his second term, you will only be 54. Can you imagine

MRS. CLINTON:
that has been --

MRS. CLINTON: You know, I care deeply about 
what happens in our country, and I think there are lots of 
ways to serve --

MRS. CLINTON: -- on my wish list. I really 
enjoy supporting him, and I enjoy politics because I think 
it's so important. I want to see people care more again 
about politics, not be so cynical, because most of the 
people that I know -- whether or not I agree with them — 
are honestly trying to do the right thing. And many 
Americans don't believe that anymore.

MRS. CLINTON: No. But I did have people come 
to me and ask me to consider it. And I was flattered, but 
it's not anything I've considered seriously.
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Right.MRS. CLINTON:

CLINTON:

You're a very spiritual person, according

Disappointment?Q

MORE

Q
to the book.

Q Tell me your greatest accomplishment since 
you've been here, and your greatest disappointment.

We are such lucky people, not only Bill Clinton 
and me, but we Americans. And despite all of our 
problems, we have so many blessings. And, you know, 
that's what gets us up and going nearly every single day.

MRS. CLINTON: Disappointment, I think that I 
didn't know more before I got here about how I could have 
done a better job from the very beginning. I really do 
think that there could have been some different ways of 
pursuing health care that might have — I'm not saying it 
would have, because it's such a political issue, and Harry 
Truman, everybody who has tried to provide health care has 
gotten in trouble with it politically -- but I think I 

\
MRS. CLINTON: Well, 1993 was a very hard year, 

personally, for Bill and me, because of those deaths. And 
we do a lot of praying and talking together. We give each 
other a lot of personal support. I have found that that's 
more important here than anywhere we’ve ever been before. 
I also read a lot and look for guidance from people. 
Sometimes I read about the women who were here before me 
and all of the problems they encountered and the issues 
they had to face. And sometimes it might be, oh, like the 
story I tell in the book about coming across this 
wonderful line in a telling of the prodigal son, called 
"Practicing the Discipline of Gratitude," you know, being 
grateful for what we have.

MRS. CLINTON: I think my greatest 
accomplishment is finally being able to feel that this is 
an experience that I'm enjoying, that is comfortable for 
me, to give my daughter the kind of opportunity to have as 
normal a life as possible, and to have our family life be 
as rich and fulfilling as it is. That doesn't make 
headlines, but for me personally the time we get to spend 
together and the way we each have supported one another 
during all these difficulties, that's the greatest 
accomplishment. That's what makes me happy.

Q Now all of this. What do you say to 
yourself? How do you keep going?

MRS. CLINTON: I care deeply about my spiritual 
growth and try very hard to keep doing what I can to learn 
more, to become a better person.
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If you talked to more people or —Q

We

MORE

could have done some things differently. And I just could 
have known more. I could have been better prepared for 
what I was getting into -- not that I would have been 
fully prepared. There is nothing that prepares you for 
this experience, but I think I could have avoided some of 
the mistakes I made.

Yeah, I think that, you know. 
It took so much out of us. 
We immediately had to, you

know, pack up a house, and do everything that you have to 
do to get moved. And then shortly after the inauguration, 
we started dealing with the family stresses and

MRS. CLINTON:
the campaign was so hard, 
didn't take any time off.
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So there were

Thank you very much.MRS. CLINTON:

END

«

problems of my father’s death and the like, 
lots of real challenges that year.

Q Thank you for giving us all this time and 
allowing us to go through all the questions that are on 
people's minds, Mrs. Clinton. We appreciate it.



6TH STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.

SHOW: Nightline (ABC 11:30 pm ET)

January 11, 1996

Transcript # 3819

Show; InterviewTYPE:

Domestic

LENGTH: 5081 words

1996.

TED KOPPEL: [voice-over] It's been a dreadful week for the White House.

Again, we get a pattern of deception, deceit and memory

More political trouble on the horizon tonight.TOM BROKAW, NBC News:

Congressional Republicans are taking aim at her on two

TED KOPPEL: [voice-over] And now the Clintons respond.

['20/20'] I did not make the decisions. I did not direct anyone

[voice-over] Tonight, the President and the First Lady, firing back.TED KOPPEL:

ANNOUNCER: This is ABC News Nightline. Reporting from Washington, Ted Koppel.

BODY:
ANNOUNCER: January 11th,

PETER JENNINGS, ABC News: The way Mrs. Clinton has sometimes done business 
before she occupied the White House, and since, has been extremely 
controversial.

HILLARY CLINTON: 
to make the decisions.

DAN RATHER, CBS News: 
scores.

TED KOPPEL: It doesn't really take all that many years here in Washington before 
you realize why it is that cliches tend to outlive the people who coin them. 
Cliches survive because they are true, as in 'What goes around comes around,' or 
'What's sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander.' Case in point? Only a 
couple of years ago, it was Republicans complaining about the outrageous and 
wasteful expenditure of tens of millions of taxpayer dollars by an independent 
counsel looking into the Iran/Contra affair. Today, it was President Clinton, 

SECTION: News;

Pres. BILL CLINTON: She has said that she will do whatever is necessary to 
answer all the appropriate questions, and I think that she should do that.
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loss.
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HILLARY CLINTON: ['20/20'] There is nobody who wants this over more than I do. I 
really want it to be finished with.



PAGE 15
Nightline (ABC), January 11, 1996

answer this.'

even if cleared 
appears to be

making a similar observation about the wastefulness of all those congressional 
committees spending tens of millions of dollars looking into Whitewater. I guess 
it all depends on whose ox is gored.

1st REPORTER: When you campaigned in 1992, you and the First Lady both said that 
the American people would get 'two for the price of one.' I wondered if that's 
still going to be a slogan in 1996, and if the First Lady has really taken the 
role that you envisioned for her as First Lady, or if she's just simply become 
too controversial.

TED KOPPEL: Tomorrow night, on the ABC News magazine 20/20, my good friend 
Barbara Walters will have another of her patented
just-the-person-you-wanted-to-hear-from-most interviews. Who's at the heart of 
one of the biggest stories in the country right now? Why, Hillary Clinton. I'll 
be talking to Barbara about that interview in a moment, but first, here's an 
excerpt.

The President's news conference today was eagerly anticipated, in some measure 
because he hasn't held one for a long time, but also because Mrs. Clinton's 
alleged roles in the firing of staffers from the White House travel office and 
in some possibly illegal transactions back in Arkansas have been making headline 
news for several days now. Here's how it went at the White House this afternoon.

1st REPORTER: If I could just follow up, sir, are you saying that- that her 
conduct, especially involving the travel office and the discrepancies in what 
she's said about her involvement in Madison Guaranty, whether- that these things 
have nothing to do with the controversy?

2nd REPORTER: Mr. President, you must have discussed why it is, 
in the end of all charges, why it is your wife, the First Lady, 
the most- arguably the most controversial First Lady, at least in modern 
politics.

Pres. BILL CLINTON: Well, let me tell you, you are assuming something that has 
not been proved. No discrepancies have been established. Now, we were all 
concerned, as we have all said, that we kept hearing all these reports after we 
got here that there were problems with the travel office. Turns out there were 
problems with the travel office, and they were serious. An accounting firm said 
they were serious. Those have been corrected. The American people should feel 
good about that. When it comes to the whole Whitewater issue, the allegations 
have often, and matter of fact, virtually always borne no relationship to the 
facts. That's really the story of this for the last four years. An allegation 
comes up and we answer it, and then people say, 'Well, here's another 
allegation. Answer this.' And then, 'Here's another allegation,
Yes, Brian.

Pres. BILL CLINTON: Since Eleanor Roosevelt. For many of the same reasons. From 
many of the same sources.

Pres. BILL CLINTON: Well, first of all, I think she's done a fine job. I may 
have asked to do more than anybody should ever have been asked to do, when I 
asked her to undertake the health care effort. Very often in this town, you 
know, you don't make yourself controversial, someone else makes you 
controversial, so I don't think you can do anything about that, especially in 
the wake of the health care issue.
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['20/20']

HILLARY CLINTON: Absolutely not.

BARBARA WALTERS: You did not know-

HILLARY CLINTON: Absolutely not.

-even in their real estate deals.BARBARA WALTERS:

No, absolutely not.HILLARY CLINTON:

BARBARA WALTERS: And if it takes your going and testifying yourself, you'll go?

I'll do whatever it takes to cooperate.HILLARY CLINTON:

TED KOPPEL: Joining me now, Barbara Walters.

BARBARA WALTERS: Why don't you just go up to Capitol Hill and talk to the Senate 
committee yourself and get this all over with?

BARBARA WALTERS: Were you aware of any shady practices or actual wrongdoing on 
the part of this savings and loan for which you did legal work?

HILLARY CLINTON: Well, I think what is fair to say is that I did voice concern 
about the financial mismanagement that was discovered, when the President 
arrived here, in the White House travel office. I think that everyone who knew 
about it was quite concerned, and wanted it to be taken care of. But I did not 
make the decision. I did not direct anyone to make the decision. But I have 
absolutely no doubt that I did express concern, because I was concerned about 
any kind of financial mismanagement.

Barbara, you and I were talking about these excerpts from the interview before, 
and I made the observation to you that some of these answers struck me as 
particularly lawyerly, and you know what I mean by that, but I'd like to get 
your reaction.

BARBARA WALTERS: Well, you know, this is a unique investigation into a first 
lady. We've never had this before. We have never had a first lady like this 
before. And you and I were talking about that. This is the first lady we've had 
who had a career. Not even Eleanor Roosevelt had an actual career. It's the 
first lady we've had who've had records, who knows how to speak as a lawyer. The 
difference is that in the past, first ladies, like Nancy Reagan, like Rosalynn

HILLARY CLINTON: Well, we'll cooperate, and we'll do whatever is necessary. 
There is nobody who wants this over more than I do. I really want it to be 
finished with, to bring this matter to an end.

BARBARA WALTERS: Last week, a 1993 memo by a former White House aide, David 
Watkins, was made public, in which he says that you were responsible for the 
firing of seven people in the White House travel office because you wanted to 
have an Arkansas travel agency take its place. And there would have been nothing 
illegal about your doing this. But you have said you had no idea how the 
decision was made, and that you had nothing to do with it. Is he lying?
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TED KOPPEL: Barbara Walters, thanks so much.

[Commercial break]

(R), Chairman, Whitewater Committee: The committee will

TED KOPPEL: Barbara, our audience will have an opportunity to make up their own 
minds when they see the whole interview tomorrow night on 20/20, but the point 
you make is precisely the point I was trying to make. Surely, this first lady, 
of all, would understand that when she expresses an opinion, it is the 
equivalent of directing people in the- in the travel office to be fired.

A little later in the broadcast, we'll be joined by Senator Alfonse D'Amato, the 
chairman of the Whitewater committee, but first, when we come back, a look at 
his committee's hearings today.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: We get a pattern of deception, deceit and memory loss. The 
records show numerous and extensive communications between Hillary Clinton and 
Madison Guaranty S&L, in complete contradiction to claims made by Mrs. Clinton 

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO, 
come to order.

We are not certain about the role of women in this country yet. We're still a 
little confused, and we're especially confused about the role of the First Lady. 
We don't want her to spend her days playing bridge, like Mamie Eisenhower, which 
was fine in that time, and we want her to have a project, but when the project 
really becomes something serious, health care, problems with the travel office, 
Medicare for children, then we say, 'We didn't elect you, back off.' So one of 
the problems is, we're not used to this kind of a first lady.

My point is, first ladies' opinions have always been expressed, but in a more 
devious way, and perhaps in a more coy way, and we're not ready yet for a first 
lady to speak out on almost any substantial issue. Some of us are ready for it. 
Some of us are not.

TED KOPPEL: After weeks of attacks by Republicans on the Senate Whitewater 
committee, attacks which continued today, the Democrats began their 
counterattack. Here's Nightline's Chris Bury.

CHRIS BURY, ABC News: [voice-over] Senator D'Amato's opening statement left 
little doubt about the conclusions he has already drawn regarding the truth and 
Mrs. Clinton.

Carter, would say, 'Dear, I think there's something wrong with the-' - I don't 
want to put them down at all, I don't mean that - '-something wrong with the 
travel department of the White House. Why don't you do something about it?' And 
it would probably get done. This first lady is much more direct. She admits 
herself, 'I am direct, I say it,' and if people then do it, obviously, she's had 
an influence.

BARBARA WALTERS: I- I don't want to speak for the First Lady, and I'm certainly 
not an apologist for the First Lady. I think she would agree that she was 
direct, and indeed, what she was saying, in effect, was that Mr. Watkins did not 
lie. There's sort of, you know, did- she did not make the actual decision, it 
was made by Mack McLarty, the chief of staff, and other people, but her opinion 
was expressed.
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and her representatives.

Mr.

RICHARD MASSEY:

[voice-over] And what was Mrs. Clinton's role?CHRIS BURY:

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: Yeah, but- okay-

HILLARY CLINTON: The young attorney in question needed a partner to serve as his 
backstop, and that was one of the rules we had in our firm. The young attorney, 
the young bank officer, did all the work.

RICHARD MASSEY: I did most of the work, and it's my opinion that I did all of 
the really substantive work.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: Mr. Massey, do you swear or affirm that the testimony you 
are about to give is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God?

RICHARD MASSEY: Mrs. Clinton had a role in the- obviously she had a role in 
those matters. I view it as a supervisory role-

Sen. CHRISTOPHER DODD, (D), Whitewater Committee: But the committee's recent 
history leaves no doubt to this member that we are no longer impartial senators 
serving on a Senate panel, but we have become players in the opening act of the 
1996 presidential campaign.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Democrats were fuming, in particular, about an 
interview with Republican committee counsel Robert Guiffra, broadcast Tuesday on 
Nightline. He all but charged Mrs. Clinton with lying about her work on a land 
deal for the Rose Law Firm.

Sen. CHRISTOPHER DODD: Majority counsel appeared on ABC News and on Nightline 
stating, and I quote him, 'The First Lady's fingerprints are all over the 
transaction, which bank regulators said was fraud,' end of quote. Mr. Chairman, 
the evidence in our possession leads us to no such conclusion, and it certainly 
unfair to make any kind of conclusions before we've had a single day of hearings 
on the subject matter.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Richard Massey is the Rose Law Firm lawyer, a young 
associate 10 years ago, who Mrs. Clinton has said did most of the legal work on 
a proposed stock offering for Arkansas's Madison Savings and Loan.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] But from the moment today's hearing began, Democrats, 
clearly spoiling for a fight, repeatedly accused Senator D'Amato of poisoning 
the air against Mrs. Clinton.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Republicans who had Mrs. Clinton's words queued up on 
videotape had clearly hoped Massey would flatly contradict her. He did not.

Yes, sir, I do.
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CHRIS BURY: In today's hearing, the Democrats tried, above all, to make the case 
against Mrs. Clinton look like a coordinated Republican attack, and they also 
attempted to undermine much of today's testimony from Senator D'Amato's key 
witness.
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I don't recall that happening, no sir.RICHARD MASSEY:

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Democrats had had enough.

RICHARD MASSEY: Sir, that's substantial relative to one of our large clients?

Sen. RICHARD SHELBY: Sure.

RICHARD MASSEY:

sir.RICHARD MASSEY: No,

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Another key question is whether Hillary Clinton has 
lied about the extent of her work for Madison, it was hardly answered today.

MICHAEL CHERTOFF: You did not come to Mrs. Clinton with an engagement in hand, a 
contract in hand, to do the Madison work?

[on camera] The House investigation into the travel office shows no sign of 
letting up, either. Today, Republicans announced a flurry of new subpoenas,

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Massey was asked repeatedly who brought the Madison 
business to the Rose Law Firm.

MICHAEL CHERTOFF, Whitewater Republican Counsel: Did you go to Mrs. Clinton with 
a proposal in hand to work for Madison Guaranty?

RICHARD MASSEY: -but in terms of who was in the trenches and doing the work, 
Senator, it was me.

Sen. CHRISTOPHER DODD: Sixty hours is not exactly what you'd call extravagant at 
all.

Sen. RICHARD SHELBY, (R), Whitewater Committee: If the billing records showed 
that a person did about 60 hours of work over 15 months, including contacts with 
68 of a company's executives, other lawyers in the law firm, and state 
regulators, would you call that substantial work?

This was, understand, was never a large client of ours.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] The hearings originally were scheduled to end next 
month, but Chairman D'Amato now plans to continue them deep into the election 
year.

Sen. CHRISTOPHER DODD: I find, you know, the committee dwelling on this 
particular aspect here for- for some nuance that some is going to say, 'Gotcha.'
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CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] If Senator D'Amato had expected his star witness to 
impugn Mrs. Clinton's character, the answer to Senator Paul Simon's question 
must have disappointed him.

Sen. PAUL SIMON, (D), Whitewater Committee: Did she do anything that- at any 
point, at that time, you felt was unethical?

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] An important question to Republicans, because in a 
sworn statement, Mrs. Clinton has said Massey came to her with a proposal to 
work for Madison.
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'S.

TED KOPPEL: So what do we make of this?

Chris Bury, thank you.TED KOPPEL:

[Commercial break]

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO,

TED KOPPEL: Let me stop you right-

-so this-Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO:

And we'll be talking with one of those Republicans when we come back in just a 
moment. I'll be joined by Senator Alfonse D'Amato.

TED KOPPEL: -let me- let me stop you right there. There may be some reason to 
believe - indeed, Mrs. Clinton has admitted, to a certain degree, that she- that 
she was concerned about the people in the White House travel office - where is 
it written anywhere that this was done for political reasons?

Let's begin where Chris Bury left off, with that- with that new memo. Had you 
seen that before we showed it to you this evening?

TED KOPPEL: Joining me now here in Washington, Senator Al D'Amato, the chairman 
of the Whitewater committee.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: Well, you see, there's nothing wrong with removing people, 
particularly, you know, the head of an agency, if you want to put someone in who 
you feel can do a better job, but what is wrong is when a litany of charges are 
filed against that person, when that person is made to look like Billy Dale did, 
as somebody who had committed acts that broke the law, when the poor man is 
indicted, is tried, have to spend $500,000 of his own money defending himself-

CHRIS BURY: We contacted Lorraine Volth, the White House aide tonight. She 
doesn't remember these notes, exactly. She does remember turning notes over to 
the White House investigation, but she cautions that she was speaking with a 
reporter at the time, and these could be notes she was taking from that 
reporter. Republicans on the House committee, of course, are sure that these 
notes corroborate their version that what Mrs. Clinton has said does not 
correspond with the written record.

(R), Chairman, Whitewater Committee: This is the first
time, Ted, and it's deeply troubling and- and disturbing and- and it indicates 
again the disingenuous comments that come from the White House, because it is 
clear now, given Mr. Watkins' memo, given this memo, given what we know, that 
Billy Dale and the travel office people were fired for political reasons, that 
Hillary Clinton wanted that. We- now you have Mr. Watkins saying it, now you 
have another White House person-

and there has been a steady drip of incriminating leaks, including a note found 
from 1993, obtained tonight, in which Lorraine Volth [sp?], a White House aide, 
writes, 'S. Thomas-' - presumably Clinton friend Susan Thomases - '-went to 
Mac-' - meaning White House chief of staff Mack McLarty - 'Hillary wants these 
people fired. Mac wouldn't do it. DW-' -presumably White House administrator 
David Watkins - '-didn't want to do it,' a note that, at face value, would 
indicate that Hillary Clinton was the driving force behind the travel office 
firings, Ted.
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Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: Right, excuse me.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: -and- and people concede, and there were reasonable 
explanations, and indeed, the press itself said they were responsible for much 
of this, and Mr. Dale dealt with them in a way that they always found to be 
honorable and straightforward, but to have criminal charges brought against 
someone because you want to- 'cause they got rid of him, then cover up the 
reason for this person's firing, David [sic]- it becomes more and more apparent 
that's what happened to this poor- this poor individual.

TED KOPPEL: Now, there was an accountant's firm that did look at the travel 
office and, at the very least, concluded that it was run in a very sloppy 
fashion.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: Well, let me say this to you. If you have an abuse of 
power, and if you have people who are attempting to stop legitimate 
investigations like the RTC investigation from taking place, if you have people 
who are withholding information and facts, if you have people who are attempting 
to cover up wrongdoings, that is an abuse of power and that is closely- very 
closely parallel to what took place in Watergate. Watergate was a third-rate 
burglary, but the things, the abuse of power thereafter, the violations of law 
thereafter, the covering up, et cetera, that is the thing which really created 
the tremendous furor and-

TED KOPPEL: All I'm asking you is, so what? So what if it's true? What if she 
directed, what if she wrote a memorandum saying 'Get rid of these people?' 
That's not a crime.

TED KOPPEL: -that's all right. The point, it seems to me, is that there is not a 
great deal of difference anymore, Senator D'Amato, between what Mrs. Clinton 
told Barbara Walters, 'Yeah, you know, I was concerned about these people and I 
probably indicated that I wasn't happy with them in there' - and I'm obviously 
using different words now - there's not a whole lot of difference between that 
and the charge that you're making now that she directed that they be fired.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: Well, I'm not making that charge. I think you- see, Mr. 
Watkins made that charge, and if you read this note, it says Hillary Clinton 
wants them- wants them out, or fired. So, you know, it's not me, I don't make 
it, but these- these- this is a very disturbing pattern.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: That- that's fine, and if she had done that, that would be 
fine, but you don't then bring criminal charges against some poor individual, 
you don't then deny it, the reason, and say, 'Oh, no, we never really wanted 
them for this reason.

TED KOPPEL: Senator D'Amato, in the couple of minutes that we have left, what 
I'm trying to get to is, so what if you can prove the worst of what you suspect? 
What's going to happen? You don't, you know, you don't impeach a first lady. 
None of these things appears to be an indictable offense. Where will it all lead 
other than to some kind of political effect in this upcoming election?

TED KOPPEL: Actually, David is the tall, distinguished-looking gentleman, I'm 
Ted, but-
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we're just going to continue to get the facts, but let

TED KOPPEL: Where could it lead?

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: Ted, good being with you.

I'll be back in a moment.TED KOPPEL:

[Commercial break]

Tomorrow, a Nightline Friday Night Special,TED KOPPEL: snow.

However, although

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: January 12, 1996

TED KOPPEL: Senator, I get you, but there we were talking about the president, 
the president when he realized that he might be impeached, resigned. What I'm 
asking you is where does this lead with Hillary Clinton?

The preceding text has been professionally transcribed, 
the text has been checked against an audio track, in order to meet rigid 
distribution and transmission deadlines, it has not yet been proofread against 
videotape.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: David [sic], we're going to get those facts, and- and then 
we'll make a decision and a determination. I still have not gotten information 
that we've requested from the White House. We haven't gotten E-mail, we haven't 
gotten certain notes that the President made with respect to directions which we 
believe he may have given to certain people to suppress information, and we're 
entitled to that, and this is a White House that says that they've been 
cooperating, yet they continue to withhold vital and key information.

TED KOPPEL: If all the things that- if that whole litany of charges that you 
just enumerated turns out to be true, where will it lead?

That's our report for tonight. I'm Ted Koppel in Washington. For all of us here 
at ABC News, good night.

TED KOPPEL: Senator D'Amato, thanks very much. One of these days you and David 
Brinkley and I will go out for a drink so you can tell us apart. Thanks very 
much.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: Well, it depends upon what did take place and what the 
President did and didn't authorize.
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Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: Oh, 
me say-
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TED KOPPEL: Neither Whitewater nor the so-called 'Travelgate' issue has ever 
gained much traction in the public mind. Both have been largely regarded as 
important only to the hypercritical media and certainly overly partisan 
Republicans in Congress and that may still be largely true. But a poll 
conducted for Nightline this evening shows Hillary Clinton losing significant 
public support and her credibility on Whitewater and her perceived involvement 
in the firing of staffers in the the White House Travel Office seem to be 
directly related.

Fewer people are familiar with 'Travelgate' issue, but of those who know what 
it's about, 30 percent believe Mrs. Clinton's version of what happened, 44 
percent do not.

Pres. BILL CLINTON: I've said it before and I will say it again, 
in this country had the character that my wife has, it would be a 
to live.

TYPE: Show;

TED KOPPEL: [voice-over] With new charges of a coverup by the First Lady the 
floodgates have opened, and not just in the tabloids. Yesterday's Washington 
Post, quote: 'Clearly, the First Lady has some explaining to do,' and The New 
York Times, quote: 'The core of the problem is truth telling.' Columnist William 
Safire, quote: 'Our First Lady is a congenital liar.' And Newsweek magazine's 
cover, quote: 'Saint or Sinner?'

[voice-over] When respondents were asked back in August of 1994, whether they 
approved of Mrs. Clinton's handling of her position as the First Lady, 60 
percent approved, 37 percent disapproved. Her approval rate tonight is down to 
46 percent; disapproval, up to 42 percent. Back in early 1994, 51 percent of 
those polled thought that Mrs. Clinton was telling the truth about Whitewater, 
35 percent thought she was not. Tonight, those numbers are reversed - 33 
percent believe the First Lady, 50 percent do not.
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CBS NEWS: Congressional Republicans are taking aim at her on two

NBC News: How much trouble is Mrs. Clinton really in?TOM BROKAW,

CHRIS BURY:

[May 1993]

[HILLARY CLINTON ON THE RECORD] 

[on camera] The numbers may not be surprising if only because the First Lady's 
critics have been relentless these last several days.

[voice-over] Last week's stunning discoveries of long lost documents 
at the White House have raised real questions about Mrs. Clinton's credibility.

CHRIS BURY, ABC NEWS: [voice-over] In the last year or so, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, humbled by the health care fiasco, has turned her attention to ginger 
bread homes, traditional First Lady functions and her long-standing role as 
globe trotting advocate for children and women.

As Nightline Correspondent Chris Bury reports, it is not consistent with the 
image the White House has been trying to project.

HILLARY CLINTON: And I love the- you know, all of the detail of the bed and the 
dresser and the lamp, and-

[voice-over] To begin, the scandal that erupted in 1993, over the White House 
Travel Office which handles logistics for the press on presidential trips. In 
May of '93, the White House ordered an FBI investigation and financial audit 
that led to the firing of seven veteran employees.

But now, on the eve of a publicity campaign for her new book on children, Mrs. 
Clinton finds Washington eager to change the subject.

DAN RATHER, 
scores.

PETER JENNINGS, ABC NEWS: -the First Lady caught in a spotlight she did not 
choose

[voice-over] In April, 1994, White House Counsel Neal Eggleston [sp?] told a 
General Accounting Office investigation, quote: 'Mrs. Clinton does not know the 
origin of the decision to remove the White House Travel Office employees... she 

DEE DEE MYERS, former White House Press Secretary: Within the Travel Office we 
found sort of gross mismanagement, if you will.

[on camera] Unlike previous flaps concerning the First Lady's role in business 
dealings long ago, the newly discovered documents deal directly with Hillary 
Clinton's actions and words at the White House. Mrs. Clinton's credibility is 
on the line because her version of key events does not necessarily square with 
the written record.

CHRIS BURY: Suffice it to say, the travel flap became a colossal blunder for the 
White House - five of the seven fired Travel Office were reinstated, one 
retired, the other cleared of criminal charges. The White House was accused of 
cronyism and improperly using the FBI. And now the candor of Hillary Clinton, 
concerning her own involvement, is being challenged.
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[Newsweek on Air]

THE CONTRADICTIONS

Mrs. Clinton does not remember it that way: 

[Newsweek On Air]

CHRIS BURY:

I do.Rep. WILLIAM CLINGER:

The White House Version

(R), Reform and Oversight Committee: Somebody is being- is 
I think that's the- the kindest way to put it.

[interviewing] Do you see a clear contradiction between Watkins' 
version of events and Mrs. Clinton's version?

had no role in the decision...did not direct that any action be taken by anyone 
with regard to the Travel Office.' And as recently as last week, Hillary Clinton 
told Newsweek on Air she did not instigate the Travel Office firings.

Rep. WILLIAM CLINGER, 
dissembling here.

HILLARY CLINTON: The decisions about who should do what and when it should be 
done, those were all made by other people.

HILLARY CLINTON: I was among the many people who were concerned about reports of 
financial mismanagement in the Travel Office, and I did express concerns, 
because I thought that needed to be looked into. It was looked into, indeed 
there was financial mismanagement and changes were made that led to the Travel 
Office being cleaned up.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] The apparent contradiction comes in several newly 
released 1993 memos, by former White House administrator, David Watkins, a 
longtime Clinton friend, who himself was reprimanded for his role in the Travel 
Office scandal.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] The Republican chairman of the House Committee 
investigating the Travel scandal says someone isn't telling the truth.

In one draft, Watkins wrote that the late, White House counsel, 'Vince Foster 
regularly informed me that the First Lady was concerned and desired action - the 
action desired was the firing of the Travel Office Staff.'

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] In an earlier memo, this one to himself, Watkins writes 
about a May 14th telephone call with Mrs. Clinton. Here, Watkins is quoting 
Mrs. Clinton from that phone call: 'We need those people out, we need our people 
in. '

MARK FABIANI, Special Counsel to the President: Again, that is Mr. Watkins' 
version of events. Mr. McClarty, who was Mr. Watkins' boss, has said that the 
First Lady didn't order him to fire anybody. But the First Lady was concerned 
and we've said that from the beginning.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] To White House lawyer, Mark Fabiani, the memo is merely 
one recollection from one aide.
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The Republican Version

And later- 

[interviewing] You consider that evidence of a coverup?

CHRIS BURY: Why?

[Commercial break]

'We need to think seriously about whether or not it won't be better to come 
clean, even to the point of conceding that HRC, Mrs. Clinton, had some interest.

Rep. WILLIAM CLINGER: I think certainly Mr. Stern viewed it that way and I think 
I could concur with Mr. Stern.

CHRIS BURY: The First Lady's public relations problem has been compounded by the 
White House insistence that these memos were just discovered last week. That 
explanation angered the Whitewater independent counsel, who had requested the 
records months before and it cast a long shadow of doubt when the White House 
came up with a second set of long lost documents.

Rep. WILLIAM CLINGER: Because I think that there was an attempt here to shield 
or obscure the role of the first lady.

TED KOPPEL: And those documents pertain to the Whitewater affair and raise new 
questions about the First Lady's credibility. That, in part two of Chris Bury's 
report.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Republican investigators insist they have more than 
just the word of one ex-employee against the credibility of Mrs. Clinton.

CHRIS BURY: [interviewing] Does this come down to a matter of the word of the 
First Lady versus the word of an aide?

Rep. WILLIAM CLINGER: Of several aides, I think. Because it is not just Mr. 
Watkins alone, that would- where we have some suggestion that there was- that 
the First Lady was involved and that she was really the one driving the decision 
to get rid of these people.

MARK FABIANI: I would say that this is an example of Republican distorting the
facts. This is something he wrote to himself as a way to guide his work. I
think Mr. Stern would tell you today that the work he did was entirely
consistent with the notes that you just read, because, in fact, the First Lady's
interest was fully disclosed in the White House's own internal review.

CHRIS BURY: Perhaps even more problematic for the White House is another memo, 
from a presidential aide chosen to help review the Travel Office scandal. That 
document strongly suggests that some in the White House considered hiding the 
First Lady's involvement from the very beginning.

[voice-over] The May 27th, 1993 memo from Special Assistant to the President, 
Todd Stern [sp?] says, quote: 'You risk hugely compounding the problem, getting 
caught in the half truths. You run the risk of turning this into a coverup.'
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[transmission difficulty] in March of 1994, we polled on Whitewater- TED KOPPEL:

CHRIS BURY:

[Hillary Clinton on the Record]

[on camera] That may be because of the discoveries of the past few days. Here is 
part two of Chris Bury's report.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] The records in question were known to be in the 
Clintons' custody during the 1992 campaign and investigators for the Senate 
Banking Committee are deeply suspicious the White House could not find them 
before now.

ROBERT GIUFFRA, Whitewater Committee Counsel: If those documents were knowingly 
hidden at the White House for the last two years, that might be obstruction of 
justice which could be a very serious matter.

[voice-over] -and at that time, only 40 percent said that Whitewater was an 
important issue, 56 percent said it was not. A significant turnaround this 
evening - 49 percent of those polled, now believe that Whitewater is important, 
while 45 percent say it is not.

[voice-over] Senator D'Amato, the Clintons' nemesis could not 
contain his sarcasm at last week's White House discovery of the long missing 
billing records of Mrs. Clinton's work for the Rose Law Firm.

MARK FABIANI: We're being perfectly frank with you. We don't know yet, but 
we're making everyone available to the independent counsel, we are making every 
bit of information available and through that means we think we can get to the 
bottom of this. But the bottom line is if people wanted to hide these documents 
they never would have been found, they never would have been produced.

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO, (R), Chairman, Senate Whitewater Committee: Well, I think 
you could call this maybe the second miraculous discovery within the past 24 
hours.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] The White House maintained the records were found late 
last week by Hillary Clinton's secretary for correspondence. How could they so 
suddenly turn up, more than two years after they were subpoenaed by the 
independent counsel?

CHRIS BURY: The Rose Law Firm billing records are important because, once again, 
they concern Hillary Clinton's credibility. The question is how forthcoming has 
the First Lady been concerning her legal work for a failing savings and loan 
during the 1980s?

Sen. ALFONSE D'AMATO: These documents raise, again, very fundamental questions 
in terms of why and how they were withheld.

MARK FABIANI: This is a typical agent of Sen. D'Amato, who is one of the 
nation's best political henchmen. They throw out charges, they make 
allegations, they have no evidence to back them up. They have no indication 
whatsoever, nor is there any evidence whatsoever that these documents were 
hidden.
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[April 1994]

[The Contradictions]

[The Republican Version]

[The White House Version]

[voice-over] The White House has used the records to make its own

[voice-over] Federal Bank Regulators have described Castle Grande as 
'Fictitious transaction, designed to keep alive the failing Madison 

Savings and Loan.'

[TV AD] ANNOUNCER: At Castle Grande Estates, you can enjoy the prestige of 
owning a fine piece of land.

CHRIS BURY: 
case:

CHRIS BURY: 
a, quote:

In sworn statements to the Resolution Trust Corporation, Hillary Clinton was 
specifically asked about the deal. Her reply: 'I don't believe I knew anything 
about any of these real estate parcels and projects.' But the billing records 

ROBERT GIUFFRA: We now know that Mrs. Clinton worked at least 60 hours on 
Madison matters. And in her sworn affidavit, interrogatories, excuse me, she 
said that she only had done a minimal amount of work. The records contradict 
directly what Mrs. Clinton has said about the extent of her work.

HILLARY CLINTON: The young attorney- the young bank officer did all the work. 
It was not an area that I practiced in, it was not an area that I really know 
anything, to speak of, about.

CHRIS BURY: The newly released billing records do, in fact, raise questions not 
only about the hours Hillary Clinton put in, but the kind of work she did. 
Investigators are focusing on Mrs. Clinton possible role in an Arkansas land 
deal called Castle Grande.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] The newly released records raise serious questions. If 
the young attorney, Rick Massey did all the work, then why do the records show 
Hillary Clinton held at least 28 conferences with Massey? And, if it was not an 
area Mrs. Clinton knew anything about, why did she hold 16 conferences with Jim 
McDougal, who headed Madison Savings and Loan?

MARK FABIANI: These billing records support what we've said all along. And 
that's why you have Republicans now shifting yet again and not arguing about the 
substance of the billing records now, but arguing about how they were found and 
how they were produced.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Mrs. Clinton is sticking to her guns. This week's 
Newsweek quotes her as saying: 'Over those 15 months I did about an hour a week 
worth of work. There is no way that I think of an hour a week over 15 months as 
being a significant amount of work.' 

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Hillary Clinton has always tried to minimize her role. 
That certainly was the case in April, 1994, during a full dress press 
conference.
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Mr. Clinton himself was more restrained.

[Commercial break]

list more than a dozen conversations with Seth Ward, the major player in the 
Castle Grande deal.

MARK FABIANI: You look at the billing records, that matter is listed as IOC, and 
she wasn't asked about IDC, and had she been asked about it and had she recalled 
it, the answer would have been different.

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] Hillary Clinton's defenders say the billing records 
don't suggest any contradiction with her sworn testimony, because those records 
don't mention Castle Grande by name.

CHRIS BURY: The President would like to cast Mrs. Clinton as the victim of a 
vicious Republican strategy to tear away at her character, but the very records 
the White House keeps finding and the new questions they raise, makes sustaining 
that position practically a full time job.

ROBERT GIUFFRA: Her fingerprints are all over the transaction, which, as I said 
before, bank regulators have said was a fraud.

TED KOPPEL: Now much do you think the public is placing and should be placing on 
the- on the memoranda that are now turning up from some of these White House 
aides?

TED KOPPEL: And when we come back we will be joined live by David Kendall, the 
President and Mrs. Clinton's attorney on Whitewater.

Pres. BILL CLINTON: I just would like to ask the American people to take a deep 
breath, relax and listen to the First Lady's answers. I've said before and I 
will say it again: if everybody in this country had the character that my wife 
has, we would be a better place to live.

DAVID KENDALL, Clinton Whitewater Attorney: Well, I don't know, Ted, that there 
is very much we can do about the polls. I think all we can really do is 
continue to cooperate with the various investigations as we have done in 
unprecedented fashion, get as much information out there as possible and let the 
polls take care of themselves. I think the American people will finally decide 
exactly what significance the so-called Whitewater matter really has.

TED KOPPEL: Joining us live now here in Washington, David Kendall. He has been 
personal attorney for the Clintons on all matters relating to Whitewater. At 
the very least, Mr. Kendall, I think you will agree that the First Lady has a 
growing perception problem. How do you fix that?

CHRIS BURY: [voice-over] All of this is red meat to a scandal hungry press corps 
on the eve of a presidential campaign. Monday, New York Times columnist, 
William Safire, called Mrs. Clinton a '...congenital liar...'. Today, her 
husband's spokesman called that an '..outrageous personal attack' and added, 
'The President, if he were not the President, would have delivered a more 
forceful response on the bridge of Mr. Satire's nose.'

This is Chris Bury for Nightline, in Washington.
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Has anyone been convicted.TED KOPPEL: Has anyone been indicted?

DAVID KENDALL: Well, Mr. -

TED KOPPEL: -is she in this regard just relying on her memory?

DAVID KENDALL:

Mr.
investigation.

DAVID KENDALL: Well, I think they've got to be placed in the proper context. 
The Travel Office matter involved serious problems of financial mismanagement.

TED KOPPEL: Well, let's talk about the relevance of the relevant documents. 
The- the memoranda, parts of which we heard described by Chris Bury this 
evening, to what degree do they concern you when Mr. Watkins memorandum, and Mr. 
Stern's memorandum make it seem as though the First Lady quite clearly was 
actively involved and aggressively involved in the- in the 'Travelgate'?

and one of Mr. Watkins' memo were in fact 
One was written in late May, the other

TED KOPPEL: When you read what, I believe Mr. Watkins had to say, and I'm just 
sort of taking it a little bit out of context here, but Mrs. Clinton is alleged 
to have told him on the phone, 'We need to get these people out and our people 
in. ' How do you read that?

-Mr. Watkins memo was hardly contemporaneous, it was several 
months later and Mr. Stern's memo in no way contradicts the First Lady's 
recollections.

DAVID KENDALL: Well, Mr. Stern's memo was written at the outset of his
He believed it was important to do a thorough investigation 

TED KOPPEL: One of Mr. Stern's memo, 
written within in days of one another, 
was written in early June.

DAVID KENDALL: Ted, I don't really know. I'm not a pollster. I think that what 
this proves is that we are cooperating and trying to get the relevant documents 
out there.

TED KOPPEL: When you talk about her recollection as it conflicts with the - the 
memoranda that- that Mr. Watkins and Mr. Stern wrote to their various files, 
you, as a good attorney, know that is one of the reasons that people write 
contemporaneous memoranda, so that later on they will not have to rely on their 
memories. Did the First Lady write any memoranda, or-

DAVID KENDALL: One person was indicted and, after a jury trial, was acquitted, 
but financial mismanagement and financial misconduct are two different things. 
It was clearly established by a big six accounting firm that there was financial 
mismanagement. Now, that was a problem that the Clinton's had inherited. This 
was not their Travel Office. They would have been criticized harshly if they 
hadn't dealt with it. They tried to deal with it. Mrs. Clinton and several 
others was concerned that the Travel Office problems be fixed and they have been 
fixed.

DAVID KENDALL: Well, I think- that is not her recollection. I think what she 
expressed was her concern that this problem be addressed. This was not her 
problem, she didn't have all of the information, but she wanted the people with 
authority to take care of the problem, and I think they did.
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and I think he did.

DAVID KENDALL: Castle Grande Estates.

TED KOPPEL: Castle Grande Estates, yes.

TED KOPPEL: Of- of which Castle Grande was a portion.

She didn't

when the ETC

Mr.

DAVID KENDALL: Was one portion along with several other portions, 
know which one was Castle Grande however.

TED KOPPEL: When it comes to the files now, the records on Whitewater, why is it 
that when the- when the First Lady was being deposed by the ETC, that she had no 
recollection of - what is the name of it? Castle-

TED KOPPEL: But I mean, you were able to look at those documents in order to 
figure out what had happened and when, and what she had been doing. In other 
words, those - one would think - might have refreshed the First Lady's memory.

TED KOPPEL: Mr. Kendall, you are good to come in on such a cold, wintry night, 
and I assume we will have a chance to talk about this at great length at some

TED KOPPEL: Those, and we are beginning to run out of time- you're right, the- 
the responses were about matters that occurred 10 years ago, but the- the 
documents relating to her billing were made available to you, you got those 
documents again, two and a half years ago.

DAVID KENDALL: Well, we certainly reviewed the available documents, Ted, and 
none of those documents, nor do any of the billing records show that she did any 
work on Castle Grande. Now her responses were perfectly accurate and she has 
tried to provide accurate information about this, if I may say, very old matter.

DAVID KENDALL: Well, her- we certainly did that and her responses were quite 
detailed and covered over 75 pages. This happened, I think it should be said, 
over 10 years ago. We provided a detailed response to all of the questions that 
we could.
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TED KOPPEL: Let me- let me just ask you this: Yeah, but when
sends an interrogatory like this, I am assuming that she is sitting down with 
people like you, her attorneys, would you not when you saw that name on the list 
have said, 'Shall we take a look at what each of these things is, so that we 
know for sure whether or not it is not involved in something that you have 
worked on?'

DAVID KENDALL: As the ads showed. Well, she didn't work on Castle Grande 
Estates. What the billing records show and I am frankly glad that they have 
been located and that we have been able to provide them, because they really do 
support what we have said: her work on that matter was very limited. There is 
no conflict at all with what she told the ETC. The question was about Castle 
Grande, the work she did for her law firm was on six matters. One of those was 
the so-called IBC land purchase. That-

DAVID KENDALL: Well, we didn't get those documents. We- we'd gotten the 
documents that we produced, quite recently. We turned them over within 24 hours 
of their discovery.
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Thanks very much indeed.time in the future.

DAVID KENDALL: Thank you.

TED KOPPEL: I will be back in a moment.

[Commercial break]

TED KOPPEL: That's our report for tonight. Good night.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: January 10, 1996

The preceding text has been professionally transcribed. However, although 
the text has been checked against an audio track, in order to meet rigid 
distribution and transmission deadlines, it has not yet been proofread against 
videotape.
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Well, Mr. Panetta, as the nation's capitol finally 
begins to dig out of this snow that's kept most of us in 
the house for all this time, let's go back to talk about 
what everybody was talking about before it began to snow, 
and that is the budget negotiations. Are you, in fact,

SCHIEFFER: Whitewater and the budget,
this week may try once more to untangle the budget 
there any chance of progress now? And then, there is 
Clinton and her problems. Will she testify in Congress 
effort to put the Whitewater controversy to rest.

And welcome again to the broadcast. With 
us here in our Washington studio this morning, the White 
House Chief of Staff, Leon Panetta. Joining in the 
questioning this morning, Gloria Borger of U.S. News and 
World Report.



PANETTA:

going to try to restart negotiations on the trying to 
balance the budget this week?

Well, the principals in the Oval Office, and 
by that I mean the President, Senator Dole, Speaker 
Gingrich, Minority Leader Gephardt, and Minority Leader 
Daschle, all agreed in the Oval Office that we would take 
this recess and that staff would do some backup work on 
some of the issues that still divided the parties, but 
that we would set a meeting for this coming Wednesday to 
try to again see if we could reach a resolution.

That's where the President wants to go. The 
Republicans have given. We've given a little bit. We're 
now $660 billion to the good. I think it's the New York 
Times has pointed out, let's settle it now. We can fight 
on the ideological issues in the election. But let's 
settle this now. Let's give the country what they want: a 
balanced budget.

SCHIEFFER: Let me just, and we're not going to get
into too many numbers, I hope this morning. But there's 
some significant numbers. And let me just ask you about 
that. You have said that you can get a $124 billion in 
savings out of Medicare. The Republicans are insisting 
that they can get $168 billion. Is there any give in your 
number?

I think as the President has said, where there's a will 
there's a way, here. And I think we have the will, and I 
think the principals, hopefully, have the will to get this 
budget agreement done. We've got to do it on behalf of 
the nation, or close.

SCHIEFFER: Well, there's been some very tough talk,
especially from Speaker Gingrich in between the time you 
broke off and now. Do you have any assurance that he's 
coming to this meeting? Or have you rechecked to see if 
he's intends to meet with the President?

PANETTA: We have not. But again we hope so. Bob,
when you look at what's on the table, right now, the 
parties have at minimum agreed to $660 billion worth of 
savings, right now. The parties have agreed to a minimum 
$660 billion worth of savings. That's enough to get us a 
balanced budget in seven years. And we do it in a way 
that hopefully will protect Medicare and Medicaid in our 
investments in education and in the environment, and also 
not raise taxes on working families.

PANETTA: The question again, is not the numbers here.
The question is the policies that back up the numbers. 
That's what's involved here. This is not just a question 
of slicing numbers. I mean, I know there's always a



it in

so that

So you do have

All right.SCHIEFFER:

Mr.

Well, you know, they shouldn't have PANETTA:

are
But

BORGER: Mr. Panetta, listening to you, though, you
don't sound too optimistic. So let me ask you, what 
happens if the talks do collapse this week?

At the same time they want to raise premiums, and at 
the same time they want to provide incentives for the 
wealthy and the healthy to get out of it. 
a second-class system.
There is a fundamental difference on the policies that 

divides the parties.

The Republicans keep saying, what we want to 
do on Medicare is lower and cut the benefit levels 
it won't keep up with the cost, even the private sector 
cost of health care in this country. And that's seven 
percent, they want to take it down to about 5.7 percent. 
That's about a 20 percent cut.

tendency when you deal with budgets, you say, ''well 
they're here, we're here.'' Slice it in half, cut 
half, and you've got a deal.

In order to fund that size tax cut, they are asking for 
additional cuts in Medicare and Medicaid and in the 
welfare area. And that is not acceptable to us. And so 
that's where there is this fundamental difference. If 
they will come down on the tax cut, do a modest tax cut, 
protect Medicare, we have a deal.

But there is a difference right now, and the difference 
is whether or not we provide this large cut. And the tax 
cut, incidentally, is 177 net. If you take out their 
revenue savings, you really have a tax cut, a gross tax 
cut, in excess of 200 billion.

And Medicare that's not where the issue is. We 
getting closer obviously, in terms of the numbers, 
there is a fundamental difference on the policies.

PANETTA: Let me tell you where this debate is. It is
right at the heart of what were the difference before we 
went in. I mean, we've covered a lot of ground. We've 
narrowed a lot of difference. As I said, we've got about 
660 billion of savings on the table.

SCHIEFFER: And one more question, and this is on the
taxes. You're talking about an $87 billion tax cut, the 
Republicans right now 177 billion. Can that come 
together? Do you see any give there? Because that does 
seem to be a question of numbers.



When

PANETTA:

Would the

If they do that, if they continue to try to go at what 
the President believes are important programs for this 
country, and they try to do targeted appropriations, the 
President will continue to veto those.

What would you do under that circumstance? 
President veto those kinds of spending bills?

No one party can get everything they ask for.
Democrats were in the Congress, Republicans in the White 
House, we never got everything we asked for.

collapsed, very frankly, because I've worked on budgets 
the last 20 years in this town, and when you're working on 
budgets and where you're working on agreements, there is 
always give and take and you finally arrive at an 
agreement.

BORGER: Let me just raise one issue the Republicans
are raising. They're saying, if we don't get an agreement, 
what we're going to do is have targeted spending bills, in 
which the Republicans will essentially approve the 
programs they like and send them up to the President. 
There is talk that they would not include funding for the 
Department of Commerce in that, for AmeriCorps, which is 
one of the President's favorite program, Goals 2000, an 
education program.

I think, Gloria, right now we've got to keep 
our eye on getting this agreement. That is the 
fundamental way you can solve this. If we get an 
agreement we can avoid the shutdown problems that we've had 
in the past, we can avoid the debt ceiling problems, 
because all of this can be incorporated in an agreement. 
An agreement is the best way to get out of it.
If we can't arrive at an agreement, you know, we ought not 

to have chaos continue in this country.

We should not engage in threat and counter-threat. What we 
ought to engage in is a legitimate negotiation of give-and- take,

BORGER: But you don't have much time. You have until
January 26. What would the White House do if there's no 
progress — and you still want to keep the government 
open, obviously — what's your option?

PANETTA: Gloria, I think the American public —
frankly, all of us, frankly — are tired of the blackmail, 
of the tactics here of threats and counter-threat, of the 
tactics that have basically resulted in a shutdown of the 
federal government twice and now threaten the possibility 
of default on our national debt. That's just wrong, it's 
a bad way to hold the responsibility of governing this 
country, which after all is what this is all about.



and

agenda. That makes no sense.

PANETTA:

Before ..

Character is not going, character -PANETTA: you

BORGER:
Whitewater.

and let's settle these problems, let's govern the country, 
let's stop government by crisis.

In the end, the American people are going to 
make their judgment on election day based on who they 
think deals with the problems that confront this country. 
The economic problems, the jobs problems, problems related 
to the budget, problems related to their wages and their 
ability to survive from day to day in this country.

And that involves character. And I think that's how 
they make their judgments. So this President is going to 
take those issues to the American people and is anxious to 
take those issues to the American people, and in the end, 
they're going to make a judgment based on what they think 
this President has done for them and for their future and 
for their kids. That's what election's going to be all 
about.

SCHIEFFER:

Bob, this is the first time in the 20 years I've been 
in this town that I've seen a Congress that has gone out 
of its way to hurt people in order to implement an 
ideological

SCHIEFFER: So what you're saying is, that if you don't
get a seven-year balanced budget agreement, we're in for 
another long period of threatening to shut down the 
government, shut down the government, then trying to deal 
with it on a case-by-case basis, because if the President 
is going to veto these bills, these appropriations bills 
that come up there, then there'll be no alternative but 
again to shut down the government. Is that what you're 
telling us this morning?

PANETTA: This President has said that he is not going
to allow a Congress to threaten this country with 
shutdowns and blackmail the country into accepting their 
ideological agenda. He's not going to do that. Whether 
it's on a budget agreement or whether it's on individual 
appropriations bills, there's a way to do in this town. 
There's a way to sit down and negotiate and do some 
give-and-take. But in the end, you got to govern this 
country.

Let me just ask you a quick question about 
Some people are saying that in fact, the 

President would be better off without a budget deal so he 
can take that Medicare issue to the country, rather than 
have the country focus on the issue of character, either 
regarding the President himself or the First Lady. How do 
you respond to that?



PANETTA:

You think it'd be a good idea?SCHIEFFER:

PANETTA:
you

Bob, she said that she will cooperate as 
necessary and as appropriate, and I think that's exactly 
what she's going to do. She's answered every question. 
She continues to answer every question, and if she deems 
that that's necessary in order to cooperate, then I think 
that's what'll happen.

One more question on the issue that Gloria 
Do you think it would be in the President's 

best interest for Mrs. Clinton now to go to the Capitol 
and testify before the Whitewater Committee and try to 
clear up all that controversy?

know, people have tried to use character as a political 
wedge on issues. But in the end, people make judgments 
based on how a leader affects their future lives.

SCHIEFFER: 
brought up.

John Kasich, the chairman of the Republican Budget 
Committee in the House said today, or the Republican 
chairman of the Budget Committee in the House said today 
that he believes that Republicans will vote to raise the 
debt limit. Do you think he can make good on that? 
What's your sense of where the Congress is on that, and 
what would be your response to that?

PANETTA: I hope so. I hope that John is right on that
issue, because I think it's unthinkable to think about 
forcing this country to default on its good faith and 
credit. That would be a disaster. And it is totally 
unthinkable, and so I think, in the end, while some might 
try to use it as a threat, I think in the end, Republicans 
and Democrats have to get together to make this happen so 
that we don't jeopardize our economic security.

SCHIEFFER: Before you get to the election, something
will have to be done about the debt limit, otherwise the 
government will not, cannot borrow more money to keep 
operating, regardless of what happens on the vetoes and so 
on.

I think she's got to — she has to make the 
decision in terms of full cooperation. And I think — 
know, we have got to, again, put this in perspective. 
There have been four years of questions, four years of 
answers, nothing has shown up of any kind of wrongdoing. 
There is a fine line sometimes between legitimate 
investigatory inquiry and harassment.

And I hope my colleagues keep and eye on that
line, because sometimes Democrats were guilty of crossing 
it. I hope the Republicans are not guilty of crossing it.



OK.

(BREAK)

HATCH:

HATCH:

Senator Hatch, do you think it would be helpful for 
Mrs. Clinton to come before the Whitewater committee and 
testify about what she knows about this controversy?

I don't think — I think it's premature to ask 
the First Lady to come before a congressional committee. 
I think we ought to get all the facts out first.

When we come 
in just a

SCHIEFFER: OK. We'll let it go at that,
back we'll talk some more about Whitewater, 
minute.

I think we need to do our job, we need to have more 
candid responses from the White House, from the Clintons. 
And I think if we got all that together we might to able 
to get it brought to a conclusion, and, hopefully, I'm one 
that's hoping that there's no problem to either President 
or the First Lady.

Well, as I understand it she's testified that 
she'd have to be subpoenaed. I don't think that the First 
Lady should be subpoenaed under present circumstances, 
and, frankly, I think it would just make it a political 
fiasco.

We've had a rough time. We've had two and a half years 
since subpoenas were issued, and we're just receiving some 
of the documents now. Some of them they said weren't in 
existence and suddenly they materialized. It's happening 
over and over again.

And, frankly, I think we've got to get to the bottom of 
all that before we even consider doing something like that 
to a First Lady in this country. And I, frankly, would be 
opposed to it at this particular point. There may come a 
point where it may be the only you can resolve it, but I 
think we ought to do all of our background work and our 
factual checks before that.

SCHIEFFER: But you say she shouldn't be subpoenaed.
Would you like for her to come before the committee should 
she come voluntarily?

SCHIEFFER: Let me just ask you one other question. I
have actually heard some Republicans say privately they 
don't want her to come, that they fear her coming. If she 

SCHIEFFER: We're back now with the Senate Judiciary
Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch, who is also a member of 
the special Whitewater investigating committee. And with 
us Washington lawyer Bob Bennett, one of the President's 
personal attorneys.



Mr.

BENNETT:

Well, I agree with you that there was nothing BENNETT:

their files for the documents, 
being handled by the lawyers.

I think that's a decision that the First Lady 
has to make with her lawyer, Mr. Kendall.

Secondly, the First Lady and the President are not 
getting the requests from the committee and searching

This is something that's

called you up and said, I'd like to come up and testify, 
what would be your response?

But if I could just respond to my good friend Senator 
Hatch's remarks. I don't think they're entirely fair. 
You know, this Administration and the First Lady have been 
very cooperative with this investigation. I don't know of 
any administration that has been more cooperative.

BORGER: Mr. Bennett, let me ask you. As an attorney, 
if Hillary Clinton were your client, would you recommend 
that she go before a congressional committee?

The problem is is that we don't have all the facts, we 
don't have all the documents. They're gradually filtering 
in to us. There have been all kinds of obfuscations, 
delays, privilege claims, even selective memory loss in 
this matter, and we've had to fight to get every doggone 
document we can get.

BORGER: You've been one of the people out there,
though, Mr. Bennett, saying that she didn't spend a lot of 
time on Whitewater, that the documents that have just been 
revealed corroborate that. But isn't the question here 
not how much time Mrs. Clinton spent on Whitewater, but 
whether it was appropriate for her to make the phone call 
that she made to the securities commissions, whom her 
husband had appointed, on behalf of Madison Guaranty? 
Isn't that the question?

And I guess the final point I'd make is what I am very 
troubled about, because I like to think I'm not partisan, 
is the process. My very judicious and fair friend sitting 
next to me, if he were chairman of this committee he would 
not be going on all the talk shows before all the facts 
are in, as he says, and opining as to whether witnesses 
are telling the truth. I think the Senate is doing a 
great disservice to its processes. They should 
investigate the facts and then reach their conclusions.

HATCH: Well, I think it's premature, as I've said.
We've got to get all of the facts together. And, frankly, 
I don't think there's a Republican on the committee who is 
afraid to have Mrs. Clinton come.



Isn't there a conflict there from Mrs. Clinton?MYERS:

I don't ..BENNETT: No. No,

Well, Senator Hatch, but you say ...SCHIEFFER:

let me just ...Well,SCHIEFFER:

BENNETT:

Sure it is.HATCH:

SCHIEFFER:

I've looked at every statement she made and 
I think 60 hours over 15 months is very very 
I mean, the good old boys in Washington bill

I think that the 

The regulator that she called took a very aggressive 
position against the positions that ...

BENNETT:
combined it.
little time.
for lunches in excess of 60 hours.
records are consistent, and I think a lot of these records 
are in fact in possession of the government because they 
were copied.

wrong with the First Lady as a private lawyer, 10 years 
ago, making calls and working on Madison. But there has 
not been any evidence presented that there was any kind of 
an improper phone call.

But let me just this. The records show that she spent 
60 billable hours, that she had 33 meetings, conferences 
with Madison people, that she had 68 phone conversations 
with Madison people, that she had done an awful lot of 
work on this in full contradiction.

Now, whether — you know, I think she just ought to 
tell the truth on this, because my good friend Bob Bennett 
may be right, and she has a right as an attorney to work 
for a client. But what she says in public and what the 
facts as brought out later disclosed are two different 
things. And that's what's bothering people.

Well, while it may be difficult for people 
to follow all of these legal ins and outs about who billed 
what for why. Let's go to something that — I think one 
of things that disturbs people is the possibility of Mrs.

HATCH: Well, wait just a second. Keep in mind, Mrs.
Clinton said she basically did nothing on that file, that 
is was a junior associate attorney who was there for less 
than nine months who handled the matter. The fact is is 
that it took us two-and-a-half years to get the billing 
records, and then they were only copies. They weren't the 
originals. Nobody knows where the originals are. Makes 
you wonder about attorney Kennedy's notes.

Well, that's not true, Senator.



if I may just interrupt you ...But,SCHIEFFER:

That's the scandal.BENNETT:

home ..

BENNETT:

Well, how did the FBI get ...SCHIEFFER:

...on anybody.BENNETT:

Mr.

Monitor every plane in the federal government.HATCH:

Clinton's credibility, and how that reflects on her 
husband, all of this coming out after we had these 
documents that suddenly showed up regarding the so-called 
Travelgate business in the White House.

a story, though, that 
a new magazine this week.

There is no evidence that the President or 
the First Lady ever sicked the FBI ...

MYERS: Mr. Bennett, there is
appeared in the Weekly Standard, 
that says that Harry Thomason, whom you represent, and a 
partner of his, had a plan that went beyond the Travel 
Office.

And this was a case where, clearly, people in the White 
House wanted to clear out the people that worked in the 
travel office in order to replace them with friends of the 
Clintons from back in Arkansas. And Mrs. Clinton claims 
she had nothing to do with all of that. Then this memo 
shows up that says, well, she was a driving force behind 
it.

BORGER: What they wanted to do is essentially
establish their own mini-FAA and take charge ...

The scandal involving the travel office is for many, 
many years before the Clintons came in and took office, 
all sorts of perks and privileges which implicated, 
probably implicated Customs law and state tax laws were 
involved. The press won't investigate it because as 
Margaret Carlson (ph) said in Time Magazine, they have a 
vested interest ...

BENNETT: Well, that assumes the accuracy of the
Watkins memo. Mr. Watkins a few weeks ago was being 
branded as a liar, now he's a saint. Let me tell you, 
there is a scandal involving the travel office, and let me 
tell you what the scandal is.

SCHIEFFER: That is one thing to say that. Maybe
that's true. But to sic the FBI on people when you're 
trying to replace them with your own friends from back 

♦



BENNETT:

AP also ran a story to that ..BORGER:

And some of your allegations are just simply

This was not the travel office.BORGER:

If there was mismanagement they could have fired him,

Well, again, the Weekly Standard is not 
exactly an objective source.

BENNETT: 
incorrect.

BENNETT: Wait a minute.
Brooklyn I want to sell you.

BENNETT: No, there is no question that Mr. Martens
(OFF-MIKE), who is a private entrepreneur, wanted to get 
business. Mr. Thomason had a $25,000 investment in the 
consulting firm. They could not have done the travel 
office business.

Then there is a bridge in
The other thing that you're talking 

about — you're mixing apples and alligators — is the GSA 
was talking to Mr. Martens about a project to save the 
American taxpayer money for monitoring the use of private 
aircraft. And that is something that was proposed. Mr. 
Thomason did, in fact, mention it to the President of the 
United States, and there was nothing wrong with that.

SCHIEFFER: All right. Let's ask Senator Hatch if he
thinks there was anything wrong with it.

Now, if you think Mr. Thomason, a successful TV 
producer, was after the travel office business, which he 
couldn't even handle ...

BORGER: Monitor every plane and make an awful lot of
money doing it. And that he met with the President a 
couple of times to talk about this and that Mrs. Clinton 
was involved. How do you respond to this?

SCHIEFFER: No one questions the authenticity of this
memo, though, do they?

HATCH: I think there was a heck of a lot wrong with
it. Billy Dale — if you want to accuse these people of 
mismanagement, that's one thing, but to accuse him of 
embezzlement, everybody knew that he hadn't embezzled. It 
only took the jury two hours to acquit him. And to put him 
through that kind of crap was just unbelievable.

In addition, after they acquit, they now still start, 
they're still trying to smear the guy. Frankly, I feel so 
deeply about it I'm going to file legislation that would 
pay his attorney's fee, because I think the almighty arm 
of the federal government shouldn't be brought down on 
people like this.



no.

No, that's (OFF-MIKE) fair, Senator.BENNETT:

sure it is. Want me to read it to you?Well,HATCH:

That is a note ...BENNETT:

I'll read it to you.HATCH:

You are talking about the Lorraine Voles (ph) ...BENNETT:

That's right.HATCH:

Well ..HATCH:

But isn't this more serious now?SCHIEFFER:

But let me just read this from Lorraine Vols

Thirty seconds.SCHIEFFER:

That is the question the reporter is asking.
Well ..

That is the question the reporter is asking.BENNETT:

Well ..HATCH:

All right.SCHIEFFER:

BENNETT:
HATCH:

And she was writing down a question that a 
There's no evidence ...

HATCH:
(Ph) .

HATCH:
McLarty —

BENNETT: 
reporter asked.

BENNETT: But you know, if there was this mismanagement
in the travel office, as Peat Marwick found, there would 
be nothing wrong with firing. When the Republicans came 
in and took office you got rid of a whole lot of people. 
Since when, when an administration comes in, they don't 
replace their own people with the former people.

She says, Susan Thomases went to Mac — meaning 
''Hillary wants the people fired.''

BENNETT: I'd like to see the evidence, Senator, with
all due respect, that Mrs. Clinton said that these people

they could have moved these people to other places, but
And the memoranda dispute what Mrs. Clinton's say. 

Watkins' memorandum basically says that — she said she 
had nothing to do with it — his memorandum says she did. 
Here's another note by one of the people at the White 
House that, you know, that Hillary wanted those people 
fired. You know, whether that's true or not — look, I 
hope it isn't.



should be fired.

Well, Watkins says so.HATCH:

Well, the fact is ...HATCH:

Our time is up. We'll be backI'm sorry.

(BREAK)

SCHIEFFER:

END
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And we have just a couple of seconds to say 
John Roberts will have the rest of the news on the Evening 
News tonight. We'll see you next week on FACE THE NATION.

SCHIEFFER:
in a moment.

G. N.

BENNETT: And you know what? If she did, so what?
There'd be nothing wrong with it.
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I don't have a firm timeline in mind, 
think it's clear we will have to have an extension.

Senator Bennett, you just heard a few moments ago in 
the newscast that Jean Meserve was sharing with us your 
colleague on the committee, Orrin Hatch saying he will ask 
for an extension of these hearings. Just how long is this 
going to need to go on in your view to answer the 
questions? What kind of an extension?

For about how long, what do you think? 
talking weeks, months?

ANN LEWIS, DEPUTY CAMPAIGN MANAGER FOR
THE CLINTON CAMPAIGN
SENATOR ROBERT F. BENNETT, (R-UT), SENATE WHITEWATER COMMITTEE
FRANK SESNO, CNN

TRANSCRIPT
January 14, 1996 
LATE EDITION (CNN)

SESNO: Taking the First Lady's role at the White House to new
levels of influence, leading the way on health care 
children's issue, but along with that higher profile have 
charges of cover- ups, misinformation, outright lying. Has 
become a liability to her husband? What is next
investigators looking into the many questions surrounding her?

Joining us now, Ann Lewis, Deputy Campaign Manager for 
the Clinton campaign, and Republican Senator Robert 
Bennett of Utah, who sits on the Senate Whitewater
Committee. Welcome to you both. Thanks for coming in.

I would think another 30 to 60 days. Now, 
there may be some reason to go beyond that. But I think 
we could get it wrapped up in that period of time based on 
what I know now.



But

Here's what he said.

(VIDEOTAPE)

KENDALL:

(END VIDEOTAPE)

BENNETT:

SESNO:

But I think it's her decision, not ours.

Do you want to see her there before the

Ann Lewis, your close to the First Lady, to theSESNO:

Well, as far as answering the committee's 
question's, though.

But I know some of my colleagues disagree with me. 
Senator Faircloth's been trying to get her up there for a 
long time.

SESNO: 
committee?

BENNETT:

We've tried to provide information in all 
appropriate ways. We're going to continue to do that. 
She has not been subpoenaed. There would be questions of 
precedents and other things. But I think if it were an 
appropriate step in brining to a close this investigation, 
that would have to be considered.

Not particularly. One way or the other I 
think for all of the tedium of the process, we've done a 
pretty solid job of finding out what really went on and 
turning up the things we need to turn up. And you turn it 
into the kind of circus it would become with the First Lady 
and all of the television going on. It might in fact, get 
in the way.

I really don't know, or you ask Ms. Lewis. 
She's closer to the First Lady.

BENNETT: I doubt that we will subpoena her. I think
if she appears it will be voluntarily, on her part, 
deciding that she needs that forum to get her story 
across. I think if she decides she can dodge this bullet 
without testifying, I think she'll try to do that.

SESNO: All right, we'll come back to what you're going 
to do over those next 30 to 60 days in just a moment, 
earlier today on ABC, one of the Clintons' personal 
lawyers, David Kendall, offered his thoughts on what lies 
ahead for the First Lady whether she may herself may have 
to testify.

SESNO: Senator Bennett, do you believe in your view
that the First Lady in the end will testify or be asked to 
testify?



interviews not with the Senator.Well,SESNO:

LEWIS:

LEWIS:

you're saying it's purely political?SESNO: So,

I didn't say it was purely political.LEWIS: No,

That's the implication.SESNO:

LEWIS:

Senator, you want to respond to that?SESNO:

Well, clearly it is a coincidence thatBENNETT:

At the same time that we have an independent counsel, 
which has also been charged with doing an investigation.

I said very clearly that there are strong 
partisan implications and that clearly as we are getting 
into an election year I think these partisan implications 
are getting stronger and stronger.

Clintons. Is this something that she's going to want to do 
— circus notwithstanding — voluntarily sit herself 
before this group to answer their questions?

I think it is not a coincidence that the 
chairman of the committee that is investigating
Whitewater, Senator D'Amato, is also the chairman of 
Senator Dole's campaign, quite frankly.

People who demanded answers to certain questions then 
go on and don't even wait to listen to the answers, but go 
on with a whole new set of questions. So, we will go on, 
and of course all this happens, and I'm not surprised the 
committee now wants another extension of time.

No, she has answered questions. She has 
answered interrogatories. She has in fact spend a lot of 
time answering questions and will continue to answer 
questions.

LEWIS: What Mrs. Clinton has said she wants to answer 
every question that's been asked, that is asked her. She 
has done interviews. She will do more interviews.

SESNO: What's your reaction to this extension of these
hearings? Do you think it's unnecessary, is that what 
you're saying?

She wants this information to come out. She has said 
that. No one wants this ended more than Hillary Clinton. 
And I think her concern or frustration if you will, is 
that no matter how many times she and the President answer 
question the shape of the investigation continues to 
change.



LEWIS:

Now, IBENNETT:

SESNO:

week ahead.

Right.BENNETT:

SESNO:

Right.BENNETT:

SESNO:

BENNETT:

But this is the committee that the Democrats chose as 
the committee to which it should go, so it's clearly 
coincidence that he's doing he's work (OFF-MIKE).

Let me ask you in particular about this past
week and then I want to ask you a little bit about the 

This past week you heard from Richard Massey

Well, it happens to contradict the impression 
she gave in what's now being called the ''Pink Press 
Conference.''

Well, he chose not to do that, 
believe that this desire now to get everything out is, 
frankly, a newfound conversion. The press indicates that 
David Gergen, as long ago as 1993, urged that everything 
be put out and that Mrs. Clinton said no, that she was the 
one who said no, I don't want people poking around in 
these (OFF-MIKE).

Senator D'Amato's the chairman of the committee. Even 
when the Democrats controlled the Senate it was to this 
committee that the issue was referred, and after the 
election of 1994 Senator D'Amato went from being ranking 
member to chairman.

It is a coincidence, but it's one that Senator 
D'Amato could have avoided by, for example, stepping down 
or from one or the other responsibility, if you really 
wanted to preserve the impression that this was wholly 
impartial. He chose not to do that.

Raising questions about the First Lady's 
credibility in your mind? Further questions?

SESNO: ... in Madison Guaranty and bringing business
in and who spoke to whom in terms of state regulators. 
Did he clarify or did he contradict what the First Lady 
has been saying? Did he answer questions, in your mind, 
that are now laid to rest?

A partner now at the Rose Law Firm where 
Hillary Rodham Clinton worked. A question I have for 
you: he spoke about the role, his role and the First
Lady's role — not then the First Lady ...

BENNETT: He made it very clear, in my mind, that the
version we had heard — that he brought the account in — 
was not correct. He made that, I think, abundantly clear.



And he did say he did the work for Madison, did

BENNETT:

Sixty.BENNETT:

BENNETT:

Right.LEWIS:

Of Madison Guaranty, the failed ...SESNO:

SESNO:
he not?

LEWIS: 
this issue

And of those 28 hours, of those 28 hours on
— on the securities issue — 22 of those hours 

were spent either meeting with Mr. Massey or supervising 
them.

He said he did put in most of the hours, but 
he made it also very clear that, in his mind, Mrs. Clinton 
did ''substantial work.'' And he made it very clear that, 
in his mind, it would have been substantial work on a 
major case, and he said that was not a major case, so it 
was substantial work in this case. And I have the quotes 
if you need them.

Secondly, he has said in so many words, that he did the 
substantive work, and that she was the supervising or 
billing attorney. So we're going to look at that 
language, we can look at very clearly, but the Rick Massey 
I saw was quite proud of the fact that this idea of the 
securities was his idea, that he had worked on it very 
hard, and he talked very directly about the work he did.

LEWIS: He also said that he took Mr. Latham, who was
the president of Madison Guaranty, to lunch and pitched 
the account and said, ''You know, if I were your lawyer'' 
— and said he afterwards had conversations with Mrs.

BENNETT: In other words, the statement, he brought the
account in, so when he said, you're going to have to ask 
the client, and I pointed out that the client, Mr. 
McDougal, has stated categorically ...

LEWIS: Well, we both have the quotes and I think we
can go look at them again. We were talking about, as I 
recall from the billing records, something like 28 hours 
that Mrs. Clinton billed that she put in.

He answered a direct question to me, so I 
remember it very clearly. When the question was raised, 
who brought this account in, he said, ''ultimately you're 
going to have to ask the client.''

BENNETT: Yes, that Mr. McDougal said he gave the
account because Governor Clinton asked him to, saying that 
Hillary needed more money.



Clinton and later they got the account.

no.

So, he neither contradicts nor confirms either

Oh.

(BREAK)

When I say impression, we are talking about answers 
that are technically perhaps true, but leave an incorrect 
impression and that's what this is all about.

LEWIS: Oh. What you are now saying contradicted the
impression. That is very different from talking about...

LEWIS: Oh, senator. Is this all about people who give
precise answers but you don't like the impression they 
give you?
Is that why we are spending millions of dollars for an 
investigation because the answer was precise and it was 
legally correct, but you don't like the impression?

LEWIS: 
version.

BENNETT:
you did all

BENNETT: No, no. The answer is so precise that the
individual may not be accuse of lying. But, the purpose 
of the answer is to leave an impression in the other way 
because the politics of the thing say ''we don't want the 
First Lady to appear to have had anything to do with the 
firing, so we will use very careful language that will 
obscure the fact that she ordered it.''

SESNO: You are now talking about the travel office and
the travel office firing. We are going to talk about 
that. We also need to talk about the ''so what'' and the 
consequences of all of this regarding the First Lady. 
When we come back we will also be taking your phone calls 
for our guests. Don't go away.

No, no.

I asked you point blank, given the fact that 
of those things, is there anything in your 

experience that would contradict what Mr. McDougal said, 
and his answer was "n<-> ''

SESNO: And welcome back to LATE EDITION. We are going
to go to your phone calls now; your questions regarding 
Whitewater and the First Lady. First call today from

BENNETT: No, that's not — I think it contradicts the
impression that the First Lady tried to leave, that he did 
it exclusively. He'd made it very clear he didn't...

BENNETT: That's important so let me make this point: 
Because he said something else — that I want to get on 
here, he said, repeatedly, ''I don't want to give you a 
lawyerly answer,
I want to be candid.''



Atlanta, Georgia.

etc. ,

What's your question?SESNO:

CALLER:

That is certainly a central issue, yes.BENNETT:

And do you believe there was such a cover-up?SESNO:

BENNETT:

Mr.

First Lady's Chief of Staff.SESNO:

BENNETT:

Her flat statement that she didn't do it. 
Massey raised the issue about files when he 

said if he had known that some of the files he turned over

And so let me ask you in return, how could I expect any 
thinking American to believe that Hillary Clinton, having 
spent eight months working on a book about children, being 
about to embark on a book tour where she hoped to talk 
about children, would be simultaneously orchestrating, 
first, the concealment, and then the discovery of material 
that is guaranteed to divert attention from that which she 
most wanted to talk about?

Well, I believe that the discovery that there 
were copies of some of these files may have had something 
to do with the discovery of the files. We have contradictory 
evidence before the committee — flat contradictory statements —

O'Neill, the Secret Service agent, for example, saying he saw
Maggie Williams carry files out of Vince Foster's office ...

BENNETT:
And then Mr.

Hi, go ahead with the question.

CALLER: Hi. First of all, I think it is very clear to
everyone that Bill and Hillary Clinton are incapable of 
telling the truth. And if we can't believe them on 
smaller issues, we most certainly can't believe them on 
major issues like the budget, Bosnia, etc., etc.

SESNO: Senator, isn't the concealment of this
material, which could lead to obstruction charges of some 
sort or another, isn't that central to what it is that 
your committee is concerned about?

Well, my question is to Ann Lewis. Ann Lewis, 
how do you expect any thinking American to believe that 
these files were missing and sitting in a closet two days 
after the statute of limitations in which a civil case 
could be carried out?

Yes, the First Lady's chief of staff.

LEWIS: One, there was no question. There is not an
issue of the statute of limitations. The Rose Law Firm 
had entered into what is called a tolling agreement with 
the Resolution Trust Corporation, meaning that they 
extended the statute of limitations.



SESNO:

Senator Bennett?CALLER:

BENNETT: Yes.

CALLER:

Yes, that's very much ahead of where we are.BENNETT:

No,

to Vince Foster were in fact going to end up in Web 
Hubbell's basement, he wouldn't have given them to him.

SESNO:
moment.

If Mrs. Clinton is convicted of a crime, do 
you think the President of the United States should pardon 
her and restore Hillary Clinton to the legal level of us 
honest citizens so she could be nominated to tax paid 
public government office and have the right to vote again 
like we do?

Is there a piling on here. Senator. Are you a little 
uncomfortable, perhaps, with the degree to which your 
committee is leading to questions like that by the viewer, 
which in fact, I think you would agree, ahead of where you are?

SESNO; Well, Senator, I think that's getting a little 
ahead of where you are, but...

LEWIS: Can I just talk about — this is bizarre. Mrs.
Clinton who has been accused of no wrong-doing, who has 
again answered every questioned that has been put to her. 
Who has gone through pages and pages of documents, pages 
and pages of interrogatories, and what you just heard is an 
example of the kind of political dialogue that is out 
there in which political opponents of the President are 
attacking Mrs. Clinton as a way to weaken the President.

I want to look at a poll, here for just a 
It was a poll that we took, that we undertook 

earlier this month, last week as a matter of fact. Did 
Hillary Clinton lie in her roll about Whitewater: 52 
percent say, yes she did; 27 percent say, she did not. Not 
this is not a surprising number when you consider the kind 
of press coverage, and the kind of coverage that your 
committee has had. It's a consequence.

Next call now from Fall's Church, Virginia. Go 
ahead, please, with your question.

I don't think there is a piling on, because, again, 
Ann doesn't like the idea of I'm talking about the 
impression created. But there was a very careful

BENNETT: I don't expect that that will come before the
President. But pardons are granted on the basis of the 
Justice Department review of the circumstance, and I think 
anybody is entitled to that kind of treatment, regardless 
of their relationship.



Let roe ask you Ann Lewis, this question.SESNO:

LEWIS:

SESNO:

Are you

The campaignLEWIS:

All right, as a friend.SESNO:

LEWIS:

orchestrated attempt to create a certain impression about 
the President and the First Lady.

Well let me make it very clear, 
does not tell the White House what to do.

But I would say as a friend, and as someone who 
has watched over the last three years, this White House, 
this administration turn over every piece of document, 
unearth files, go through warehouses, and go through 
storage centers...

And now that that's been shattered by virtue of the 
things we are finding out, there's a degree of anger and 
betrayal, if you will, on the part of people who believed 
that impression. I don't think we are deliberately piling 
on somebody who was down.

This is something that's happened within the last ten 
days.

Ann Lewis, you are a communications director of 
this campaign. You know the problems with information 
that is incomplete or inaccurate. The committee has asked 
for the e-mail, electronical mail traffic relating to many 
of these questions, and for a briefing book that the first 
lady used.

Are you in your capacity as communications director 
telling the White House "supply every single piece of 
information that this committee is asking for?'' 
telling them it's time to had it all over.

SESNO: It's taken two years in some cases for some of
these files to be turned over.

Let me point out that the question to the 
committee that continue to hold these investigations — 
Senator D'Amato does not feel betrayed. He was always an 
opponent, never a supporter. When staff of a major 
committee goes on television in advance of a hearing and 
throws around language like perjury in connection with the 
first lady, that is indeed piling on. That is 
inappropriate behavior. That is language that way beyond 
anything that was disclosed. That's what we mean by 
piling on.

LEWIS: Well, I don't know how long it would take if
you ask me to produce every piece of paper about the last 
20 years of life. It would take me a lot of time, too.



Are you counseling that

and I don't think

END
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And if we wonder why the legal bills are so high by the 
way, try paying people to do some of those...

Ann Lewis, Senator Bennett, both of you, thanks 
We'll be watching the week ahead as there are 

more hearings and more questions relating to all of this.

SESNO: 
very much.

G. N.

LEWIS: I agree that they are doing the right thing in
turning everything over. I understand on the e-mail there 
was a technical issue, which is simply that it's going to 
be a lot of money to recreate those e-mails and that a 
request went back to the committee, to the Senate 
Committee saying, ''If this is your desire, can you pay 
for us to produce this technically,''
they've gotten an answer.
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I'm Scott Simon.This is WEEKEND EDITION.

CLINTON:

let me ask what seems to be the question of the week. YouWell,SIMON:
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SIMON:

Just this week a lawyer in the Rose firm, Richard Massey, disputed some of 
Mrs. Clinton's recollections of how the firm came to represent Madison and 
what she did for them. Last week an old memo was discovered which said Mrs. 
Clinton had order firings in the White House travel office.

S.E., 2nd Floor
20003

You know, we've been through this now for four years, and it 
started off as one thing and every time a particular set of charges are 
disproved and questions answered, the ground shifts. And there's never any 
stable ground to stand on to say, OK, everybody, let's take a deep breath.

Hillary Rodham Clinton began a book tour this week, 
many questions about that book, "It Takes a Village,'' 
Clinton's concerns for America's children.

At the same time a Senate committee is investigating her legal and 
financial affairs during the mid-1980's, when she was 
a partner in the Rose Law Firm of Little Rock, her husband was governor of 
Arkansas, and the firm represented Madison Guaranty Savings & Loan, a 
financial institution owned by a friend of the Clintons who was also their 
partner in the failed investment now known as Whitewater.



Right.CLINTON:

Now, where were they all that time?SIMON:

own

That the work you did for Madison Savings & Loan was minimal.SIMON:

Exactly.CLINTON:

SIMON:

CLINTON:

person was, and so I called to find out. I'm not even sure that I identifie 
myself, but I have no memory of having talked to the commissioner about this

SIMON:

no.

one phone call that is two minutes can mean a lot to

MORE

governor of 
somebody.

I keep making that point, that perhaps in retrospect I would never have 
even picked up the phone to call and say, gee, who handles S&L matters in the 

securities commissioner.

, ''That's
"A hundred dollars for tapping the

''No, no. That's $5 for
t i

CLINTON:
despite Mr.

Well, my memory about that is that I called the office. I do not 
believe I ever talked with the commissioner. And the reason I called is that 
we didn't know — namely, Mr. Massey and the law firm — who in the securities 
office was to handle this kind of work, because it was something new for 
Arkansas — other states had done it — and the idea was to find out whether 
it was legal under state law.

Now, when you are Hillary Rodham Clinton, and you are the spouse of the 
the state, <

And the securities commissioner, under Arkansas law at that time, had 
responsibility for supervising savings & loans, but I never knew who that

" ’ jfjn not even sure that I identified

had, for a couple of years, people were interested in obtaining copies of the 
billing records of the Rose Law Firm in Little Rock. And now they're 
discovered.

Did that work or any of those hours, for example, include — and I 
guess the records indicate this -- that you made a call to a state securities 
commissioner at the time that Madison needed the Commission's approval to 
proceed with a stock plan?

CLINTON: I have no idea. But I'm delighted they were discovered, because
once again they prove what I've been saying for four years, based mostly on my 

memory and whatever information was revealed.

And that's what I mean about the shifting grounds, Scott. I mean, a month 
ago we were accused of destroying the records. They do turn up, and I have no 
idea where they've been, and, of course, the time is not great for me since 
I'd much rather talk to you about my book than these records. But I'm 
delighted they're out there, because they confirm what I have been saying.

Well, it could, but in this instance it did not, because, 
Massey's excellent work — and he's a very fine lawyer — Madison 

didn't get permission to do what it wanted to do.

Well, let me ask, you know, when — the cribbing that goes back 
and forth between how many hours amount to what. There's this story about a 
man's got his drain stopped, and a plumber comes over, taps it once, drain 
begins to flow, and he turns to the fellow who called him and said, 
be a hundred dollars.'' And the man says,
pipe? That ridiculous.'' And the plumber says,
tapping the pipe — 95 is to know where to tap it.

matter. I wouldn't have known what to talk about. I'm not an expert in 
securities law, and as I have said repeatedly, was minimally involved in the 
representation.
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And so,

out of

none of us can figure

You were a lawyer on the HouseSIMON:

That's right.CLINTON:

...during the Watergate impeachment hearings.SIMON:

That's right.CLINTON:

we

found them

But I did express concern about the reports of financialCLINTON:

I was intrigued by something.
Judiciary Committee...

I didn't think that that wa?, you know, anything that was 
And then to tell Mr. Massey who he should call and who he

CLINTON: 
you'll remember 
half minutes.
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SIMON: 
fired?

CLINTON: 
inappropriate. 
should deal with.

People have gone over 
life and my professional work with the finest of tooth combs, and

Yet, to me and many others who look at this fairly, 

out what they think it was.

CLINTON: No. But I did express concern about cne reports or tmanciai
mismanagement in the travel office that pre-dated my husband coming into 
office, and, thankfully, that was taken care of. But I did not make the 
decision about what was done, nor did I direct that any particular decision 

be taken.

SIMON: And I'm just wondering that, if you could put yourself back in
that frame of mind once again, if the Nixon White House had come to your 
committee and said, "Those records you've been asking for for two years, 
found them, suddenly we found them, and here they are,'' would you have 
accepted that explanation with a straight face?

I think we would have been delighted. The problem back then, 
, is that documents were destroyed, tapes were missing 18 and a 
The White House was not cooperating. They were claiming 

executive privilege on every piece of paper.

I think the contrast is so dramatic. We want the truth to get out. We 
would just love to have this matter brought to an end.

It's a little bit odd that here we are, both my husband and I, nearly 50 
years old, which is hard to believe, we don't own a house — we own half of 
the house that my mother lives in, in order to help support her -- he has his 
1968 Mustang, I have my 1986 Oldsmobile Cutlass. A recent magazine said that 
with our legal bills we are bankrupt. So, if we had intended to trade on my 
position, I've done a very poor job of it.

Did you ever say anyone in the White House travel office should be

for me, the idea that we keep having these house of cards built. 
You know, I practiced law in Arkansas for many years. -
my :   , .
apparently they are still trying to claim that on this one instance, 
all the work I did, something must have happened.



CLINTON:

Mind if we talk about your book a little?SIMON:

I would love to talk about my book.CLINTON:

CLINTON (LAUGHING):

SIMON:

Right.Right.

SIMON:

Right.Right.CLINTON:

SIMON:

MORE
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Well, I can't speculate on what did or did not happen. I only 
know what I said and what I intended to convey.

Is it just possible in the human game of telephone that Hillary 
, "I'm concerned about the travel office, we ought to look 

and eventually that gets translated by aides who were anxious to 
''clean house.''

Interesting idea, that you need to remind yourself what you ought 

to be grateful for.

CLINTON: It is.
very difficult year for me personally.

SIMON:
Rodham Clinton says, 
into that,'' 
please you as

Just occurred to me when I said it, I'm afraid — but that you say 
we often don't invest in our most precious commodities, as we should.

You are so good, Scott, I love that.

You talk in the book about something I believe you called the 
"discipline of gratitude.'1

**** filed by:RB—(--) on 01/13/96 at 14:01EST **** 
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That came to me, really, as a gift in 1993, which was a 
It started off with such a great high 

with my husband's inauguration, and such hopes, and then shortly after, my 
father was stricken by a stroke and died.

CLINTON: Right. Right. Unlike stocks and bonds and commodities that are
traded in a market, which is out there to be invested in, and you can see the 
immediate return — you either make money or you lose money — our children 
deserve a much more careful and long-term investment.

SIMON: All right. Change of pace. A lot of it is much more sad ground,
because you say in the book that despite the fact that we rhetorically say 
children are our most important commodities — no pun intended, talking about 
your financial affairs...



stroke and died.XXX

up.

that life is unfair, that

Would you ever run for office yourself? Do you ever think about

I don't think so. No.Oh,CLINTON:

SIMON:

That's right.CLINTON:

. .. and whatever you became politically.SIMON:

That's right.

I'm very proud that I was a Goldwater

SIMON:

because it struck me as antiquated.

I don't use it much personally, but I don't object to peopleCLINTON:
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And then my political beliefs changed over time, but I've always thought 
that the role of.citizen, the role of advocate, were as important in our

SIMON: 
that?

So the whole book was helpful, but in it was this phrase —
And I had never thought of gratitude being a 

'■ ' . I mean every day, no matter what is
happening around me, I consciously try to discipline my own feelings and my 
mind about what I have to be grateful for, because by any stretch of the 
imagination — even during the worst times, when people are accusing me of 
things and doing all that they do — I'm a very lucky person.

discipline of gratitude. ' '
discipline. And I began to do that.

, the role of advocate, were as important in our 
democracy as running for office, and so it's not anything I've ever, you know, 

seriously considered.

You know, whenever we've had to refer to you in news accounts, I 
 and I hope I've done this over the year — I've never used the term "first 

lady,'' because it struck me as antiquated. Do you use that term?

CLINTON: Our friend Vince Foster killed himself. Throughout that year, I 
knew that my mother-in-law was much, much sicker than she let on and, in the 
fall, learned that she only had a few months to live, and indeed, she died 
before the year was out.

So I had to really dig down pretty deep in my own resources, and luckily, 
I had people who sent me books to read, gave me favorite scriptures, shared 
with me the stories of how, like me, they would just get their eyes welling 
up. I would be standing in a receiving line and something would remind me of 
my father, and I'd wonder whether my mascara was going to run.

And there was a book by Henri Nowen (ph), the Jesuit theologian, and it 
was about the Prodigal Son. And, you know, sometimes it's good to be reminded 
that people don't get what they think they deserve,
every one of us is going to encounter obstacles.

I mean did you ever, back in the '60s, between when, 
I believe, you were a Goldwater Girl...

' 'the

CLINTON: That's right. And I feel like my political beliefs are rooted
in the conservatism that I was raised with. I don't recognize this new brand 
of Republicanism that's afoot now, which I consider to be very reactionary, 
not conservative, in many respects. I'm very proud that I was a Goldwater 

Girl.
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And at the end of the day, you have to be yourself, 
stand for what you believe in.

I have spent a lot of time in the last several years reading about my 
predecessors and have discovered that nearly every one of them had a kind of 
bumpy time here, because there's really no way to satisfy the extraordinary 
expectations that are put upon the person who is married to the president.

And it has been both somewhat sustaining, if you will, as well as a 
cautionary tale, to realize that the women who've been here before have 
encountered many different kinds of challenges.

You have to say and
■ ‘‘ ’ You have to be willing to get up and go ahead

and take the slings and arrows and just try to persist through them, because 
it's apparently an inevitable part of our American democracy.

using it, because it is a tradition that we think started with Martha 
Washington. So it's not the term so much, it's the expectations that 
surround the role that I find fascinating.

SIMON: For example, if I may, when -- there's a — William Safire of The 
New York Times said very bluntly in a column this week that he didn't believe 

you were telling the truth.



telling the truth.XXX

And then through Mr. McCurry, the President's press secretary.

But with a smile.CLINTON:

But the suggestion of thatSIMON: No, understood, I think, on all sides. But the suggestion of th
seemed to be this is personal criticism that the columnist is leveling, and

so,

But was it personal? Was it uncalled for?
Did

Well,CLINTON:

Safire worked and, best I can tell, is still working.

my mother took some offense, because being called a

He won't.He won't.CLINTON:

Thank you for all your time on a snowy day.SIMON:

Thank you.CLINTON:

Hillary Rodham Clinton.SIMON:

END .ETX

In fact,
seems

therefore, I'm going to take personal exception when you talk that way 
about my partner in life.

But was it personal? Was it uncalled for? I mean, he was talking -- Mr. 
Safire was talking about your record as an attorney and a public figure, 
you take personal exception to that?

CLINTON: Well, I don't take what Mr. Safire says very seriously. As you
pointed out, I was working for the committee that impeached President Nixon, 
for whom Mr. Safire worked and, best I can tell, is still working.

•k -k 'k -k 

k k k k

SIMON: See,
husband to punch me in the nose.

SIMON: And then through Mr. McCurry, the President's press secretary, it
was communicated that your husband took exception of the kind he would like to 
apply to Mr. Satire's nose, I recall.

'BC HILLARY-CLINTON-NPR 3RDADD
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i ''congenital 
liar'' seems to reflect badly on her and my late father. But, you know, I 
don't really have much to add to that.

I wasn't going to repeat the phrase because I don't want your
We're right nearby, after all.
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Q In talking to some of your staffers and friends to do the 
companion piece we asked them kind of why you're out there and what 
drives you to keep doing these things you've been doing for 25

CLINTON:MRS.
guess I hadn't really considered it before. Ever since I can 
remember, as a little girl, I have been drawn to children. And I 
think some of that probably comes from my mother and her feelings 
about children and what children need, in part because of her own

INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY 
BY NEWSWEEK MAGAZINE

about children and what children need.
life. And also the encouragement that I got to work with children 
starting when I was in junior high school and high school. I 
•always was grateful for what I had and I always felt bad for kids 
that I went to school with who seemed like really good kids and 
never had any luck, never had any.breaks at all, and needed just a 
little bit of help maybe from somebody — a teacher, a coach, a 

minister.

Q Just, if we could, why did you write the book? What are 
you trying to accomplish?

MRS. CLINTON: I wrote it because I want people to talk about 
what's best for children, and to think of ways all of us in our own 
lives can begin to act together so that we can make life better for 
kids. I'm very concerned about what's happening to children not 
only in our country, although that's my primary concern, but really 
everywhere. And I've worked on this for more than 25 years now. 
And a lot of the problems are ones that are getting worse, yet we 
know so much more about what children need to be healthy and happy 
and develop well.

And I know so many people who are doing great work with 
children, but somehow that information either doesn't get out or 
doesn't get out to the people who- could put it to good use. So I 
thought I would take some time out and just share some of my 
thoughts about kids from the perspective not only of somebody who's 
worked on and studied kids, but as a mother myself and as somebody 
who really cares about them.

years. ’And some talk about your Methodism, some talked about your 
time at Yale Law School. How would you explain what motivates you 
and what keeps you going and drives you?

I've thought about that writing this book. I 
Ever since I can



to be a

often gets attached to your name. Yet your own social 
values in the book would seem to most Americans as being 
pretty conservative. I mean, you mentioned things like 
dress codes, very down on easy divorce, no sex until you're 
21 — it would be better at least'if people didn't have sex 
— I mean, a fairly conservative personal social code.

Q One thing that struck me reading the book that's 
going to be interesting to readers is you are routinely pictured as 
a traditional liberal, maybe a '90s version, but the word ’'liberal" 

And then when I got to college and law school and began to 
study child development, so much of this is really common sense 
about what makes for strong families and resilient children. And 
there are so many forces at work in our society and in our culture 
that seemed to be undermining what we know is best for children. 
So I've just always been drawn to kids and then I became more and 
more interested in trying to learn about kids and then work on what 
would help kids.

I was raised and have tried to live my life in 
a way that marries personal and mutual responsibility — 
what I have to do for myself, for my family, for my child, 
for the people that are close to me, what my responsibility 
as a citizen is and the rest, 
responsibility for each other.

But also, how do we accept 
So I think some of that is 

rooted in my religious upbringing and faith. I think some 
of it is rooted in the kind of community I grew up in that 
really did have these invisible webs of support for children 
and families. And I think some of it is out of the American 
tradition of practical approaches to problems.

When I look at what's happening to children in 
lots of parts of the country, it strikes me that political 
partisan rhetoric.is not going to solve the problems these 
kids face. So we ought to put that to one side and really 
ask as our basic premise what is best for kids. And if the 
answer falls into one category or the other, that to me is 
not as important as then trying to decide what we're going 

Talk to us a little bit about that, of 
reconciling this perception of your political liberalism 
with what at least appears to be a more conservative 

personal code.

MRS. CLINTON: One of the reasons I think I wrote 
this book, although I didn't really frame it in my own mind 
this way, is because I really do have a lot of opinions and 
beliefs that I think most people have that don't fall easily 
into any category of politics or ideology. And as I — I 
quote in the book from one of my favorite documents about 
children and families, what the Catholic bishops wrote about 
putting families first, that there isn't any liberal or 
conservative answer for helping kids and families.
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to do to change conditions for children.

CLINTON:

'•How

MORE

This whole set of issues that I think are being 
debated right now are really proxies for a lot of other 
debates. Yes, they are about balancing the budget and 
trying to bring fiscal responsibility into our governance, 
which I am all for and believe strongly in. But they're 
more about what is it we all believe should be part of our 
mutual responsibility and in what way should that mutual 
responsibility be enacted through the government as our 
mutual instrument. And I think that when one looks at 
what's happening to families and children in a time of such 
great change in the economy and in the culture, it strikes 
me as a very conservative position to say, we want to do 
what we can to strengthen families, not just through 
government policy, but through employment, through 
rebuilding community structures, through religious outreach, 
all the other institutions.

So I think that a lot of the feelings people have 
right now in the country that are being kind of focused on 
Washington really stand — Washington stands for a lot of 
the debates that are taking place around kitchen tables and 
water coolers and in every other setting in America about 
who are we and how are we going to do the best job we can 
moving into this next century.

Q Some of this stuff in the latest budget 
rankling doesn't always seem to be in the best interest of 
children. Are some of the compromises that the President 
has to make, are they just necessary for the pragmatism of 
politics, or are you pushing for certain things? I mean, 
what's your role in kind of the latest budget rankling?

MRS. CLINTON: I don't have any role in the 
rankling, I have a very keen interest in following what's 
going on and have a strong feeling about the kind of 
investments we need to make on behalf of families and 

children.

Q I want to come back to the book and 
specifically your writing of it, but I've got to veer off 
for a second into some week's news. We got this document 
I guess it was either leaked or released last night about 
the Travel Office, where this memo from Watkins which seems 
to have, according to Watkins, have you being pretty 
insistent with both him and Foster about firing the Travel 
Office staff, as I read the first couple pages. But then 
when the GAO sends you written questions and asks,
would you describe and to whom would you attribute the 
origin of the decision to remove the Travel Office 
employees, and how would you characterize your role in that 
decision" the written answers say that you don't know the 
origin of the decision to remove the White House Travel 
Office employees, had no role in the decision to terminate



4

Help us reconcile this.the employees.

MRS.

it reports a directin the memo,Well,

Did —

MRS.
memory of that.

MRS.

Certainly, that absolutely seems to be theQ

MORE

Q 
conversation.

Q And it said, "Foster regularly informed me 
of the First Lady's concern and desired action. The action 
desired was the firing of the Travel Office staff."

MRS. CLINTON: I had one conversation with David, 
which has also been reported in the past. That's in at 
least one of the seven reports that have been done about 
this Travel Office matter.

CLINTON: Well, you know, it's no surprise
because I have said it in the past that I was concerned 
about reports of financial mismanagement in the Travel 
Office and I expressed that concern because I thought that 
it needed to be looked into. And it was looked into, and 
indeed, there was financial mismanagement. And 
changes were made that led to the Travel Office being 
cleaned up and now operating under appropriate accounting 
principles. But those decisions about who should do what 
and when they should be done, those were made by other 
people.

CLINTON: You know, I just don't have any
What I do remember is having a conversation 

with David Watkins at Vince Foster's suggestion in which 
David Watkins told me that Peat Marwick had begun an 
investigation into the financial management of the Travel 
Office, and I said, it sounded like that's what should be 
done.

CLINTON: Well, I don't know. It's been 
going on a long time. We've tried to cooperate in every way 
we can, because nobody would like this matter over with more 
than I would. But it's been difficult because the issues 
keep changing, the ground keep shifting about what it 
supposedly is about. The RTC report comes out and says that 
— what we had said four years ago, that we had been in this 
failed land investment and lost money is indeed what 
happened. That doesn't end it; it keeps a life of its own. 
And I do think that at least some of the reason for that is 
because it's the political season again and has been ever 
since the '92 campaign. So we'll continue to just try to 
cooperate and try to help get this matter resolved.

Q Nineteen ninety-four was a particularly 
politically vitriolic year, it seems to a lot of people, and 
one of the things that's come up is obviously Whitewater, 
and we're wondering if you feel that Whitewater has become 
targeted at you specifically? Is that now what's going on?
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Q So there's no way possibly somebody could 
have construed what you've said as a concern about keeping 

case, but there is also some confusion that even people who 
aren't kind of out to get you or who would be for you think, 
you know, it is kind of confusing — had spin, including—, 
mine, when we look at some of this stuff. One thing that's 
come up recently that we are hoping you might just come out 
and clear the air on is this thing about Madison. In '92, 
during the campaign, you said that Madison Guaranty you 

But then in recent weeks, 
I think it said something

So I'll just have to wait and see what the 
questions are, because certainly, the records that have been 
made available are the ones that tell us how much work was 
done and how much was paid and that money was returned to 
Madison because there was no more work to be done for them, 
and the documents pertaining to the work that had been 
turned over demonstrate what the work is. We've given 
everything we have, and we'll continue to try to answer the 
questions. I can't really add anything to that.

Q One area of confusion that keeps coming up 
again is about the documents in Foster's office after his 
death. Were you concerned about law enforcement having 
unfettered access to them?

I don't know how best to convey, after two and 
a half years, the level of grief and shock and just 
distraughtness that I and other people felt at the news and, 
really, the refusal to believe that it could be true. But 
that certainly was what was most paramount to me about those 
days was the way we were all feeling, our worries about his 
family, and there was no discussion of documents or 
Whitewater or anything like that. That was not what any of 
us were thinking about or concerned about.

No, and, you know, let me be 
No documents were taken out of 

and I did not

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I would describe it as I've 
always described it. Based on the evidence that we've seen, 
the Rose Law Firm represented Madison for about 15 months, 
and over those 15 months I did about an hour a week worth of 
work. And I don't know, really, what the direction of some 
of the questions are because there is no way that I can, in 
my own mind, think of an hour a week over 15 months as being 
a significant amount of work.

worked for kind of minimally.
through Susan Thomases' notes, x uuxua. x*. oaxv* ovm<=1_»4xny < 
like "several conferences," or something along those lines. //]/i 
Again, how do we kind of reconcile that? How would you 
describe your role?

MRS. CLINTON:
really clear about this.
Vince Foster's office the night he died,
direct anyone to interfere with any investigation into his 
death.
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I guess there's just one last point along

why weren't the documents here for five days,
review them?

So you never reviewed them while —Q

MRS.

MORE

I can only tell 
for a couple of

Well,
that

But nobody — 
documents.
investigation, 
never happened before.

I mean, it's difficult to keep track of all of 
the spider webs that are spun and the theories and the 
innuendoes. It was something that seemed natural to do.
And so they were locked in a closet and then they were 
picked up by our lawyer and they were then examined, and 
then an index was made of them, and the index was sent to 
me, and that was the first time I knew what was in there.

No, no.

MRS. CLINTON: I don't see how. 
you that for months and even, I guess now, a vuupxe
years, I didn't even remember who I had talked to until I 
saw phone records. I had very little memory about the 
specifics. I could just remember the overwhelming emotional 
reality of what had happened, and that's what has stayed 
with me during all of these months.

— either keeping the Justice Department out or getting 
these documents to you for you to review?

CLINTON: No, no. Because -- it wasn't
important to us. I keep going back — with two and a half 
years, people can try to take a cold, dispassionate view of 
what was going on. And I'm not saying that there weren't 
mistakes made and that people didn't act out of grief and 
they didn't rush around trying to keep busy to deal with the 
emotion that they were unable to cope with. I imagine that 
people were bumping into each other just all of the time.

- nobody was trying to destroy or secrete 
Nobody was trying to interfere with any 

They were dealing with something that had 
And maybe if we had been here for a

MRS. CLINTON: Well, because when I was in 
Arkansas and I was called that Bernie Nussbaum was 
distributing the documents out of Vince's office and there 
were personal documents of mine which I didn't even know 
Vince had files that were personal to us in his office, I 
was asked what should be done with them, and I said, well, 
send them to our lawyers. And through a variety of phone 
calls back and forth and the convenience of people and 
people getting ready to go to Arkansas for the funeral, the 
decision was made that they couldn't get sent over that day, 
and I was asked if there were a place that they could be 
stored, and I said, I don't know, talk to some of the people 
in the Residence. And so they were locked up there.

Q 
those lines. But there were documents here in the Residence 
for five days, and people kind of go, you know, even if they 
want to say I can understand, a close friend dies, certainly 
there's a lot of emotional stuff going around at that time, 

, if not to
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are here by our own choosing.

MORE

I was 
sounds

cooperate, 
this takes.

to write this was that I thought I have a lot of things that 
And to

MRS. CLINTON:
also makes me angry from time to time.

Q That's definitely in your own words, 
saying to Becky, so what do you think. I said it 
like the little I've gotten a feel for you — really, it's 
— Ivan is going to kill me because he wants to go back to 
the book. But I just have one quick question which was 
going back to watching people up there go through the 
wringer, and does it ever make you- feel and are you thinking 
about going up there yourself, and, also, personally giving 
testimony at this point on Whitewater to say finally and 
clear the air and get up there yourself at some point?

Well, it does make me sad and it 
My husband chose to 

be in public life,’ and although I wish it weren't quite as 
brutal as it has become in recent years, that's a choice he 
made and it's a choice I support. So to a great extent, we 
are here by our own choosing. But that's not true of many 
of our friends and colleagues and family members —people 
who get thrust into this situation and harassed. And that 
does make me feel badly because I don't think it's fair.

Q It's understandably a really emotional thing, 
and it must be hard, I assume, to kind of see close friends 
now kind of being put through that D'Amato wringer. Is that  x
hard to deal with, and has that been a struggle? 

But it's something that you can't spend a lot of 
time worrying about or being consumed by because there's too 
much to do. And certainly the President gets up every day 
thinking about what he's going to do for the country, and so 
do I.

I mean, that's one of the reasons that I wrote 
this book because when I traveled around during '93 and '94, 
particularly about health care, I kept running into people 
who just didn't understand what was going on in the lives of 
so many kids. They didn't really — they had never met an 
uninsured child or they'd never met a child with a chronic 

disease.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we're going to continue to 
I'm not going to predict, you know, what turn 
I'd be out of business if I tried to predict

couple of years, maybe if we knew a little bit more about 
what the possible conspiracies that could be spun might look 
like in retrospect, I'm sure everybody would have tried to 
be more thoughtful or dispassionate in the heat of that 
moment. But, honest to goodness, the shock of even talking 
about it now just really — it's very difficult to do.

And so part of the reason that I took the time

I care deeply about and wanted to share with people, 
put it in my own words gave me a chance to do that.
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it four years ago because it's been totally unpredictable.

CLINTON:MRS.

CLINTON:

CLINTON:

You know, I think it's been both.CLINTON:MRS.

MORE

Q
voluntary —

I
or

And I thought maybe if I used this position to 
highlight some of the programs and people and ideas that 
I've worked on for all these years, I could really help 
people get organized around doing what they could in their 

' ' '“ of

I'm just going to wait and see 
what happens with all of these various things that are in 
the air and will continue to cooperate.

mean,
fall.

Q Do you have any plans about doing it — I 
there's been this sort of parade of witnesses all 
Are you going to go up yourself?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, you know, I think that one 
of the things that I've learned in the last couple of years 
is how good an opportunity people have in this position to 
highlight problems that they're concerned about. You know, 
Mrs. Bush did it with literacy, and Mrs. Reagan did it with 
drugs. And Mrs. Carter did it with mental illness, and Mrs. 
Ford did it with drug abuse and breast cancer. And, 
certainly, nobody did it like Mrs. Roosevelt because she had 
so many interests and she had so many years to be a 
spokesperson for them.

And I think it's an important part of the role. 
And it's something that comes naturally to me because I care 
deeply about what's happening to children. And so I was 
struck, mostly during the health care travels that I did, 
how I kept hearing a lot of the same things from around the 
country that people were not connecting one to the other. 
They weren't saying, well, here's a program that's happening 
in Seattle that we ought to know about in Miami.

a subpoena as opposed to

Q Has the press gotten in the way of that? 
mean, they're the natural megaphone. Have they helped 
hurt this cause?

Q Let me go back to the book for a second and 
do it in terms of being a First Lady and how other First 
Ladies have carried out there role. I mean, the comparison 
has been made to Eleanor Roosevelt. Talk to us a little bit 
about your perception of your role as a First Lady and how 
this book fits into that.

own families and then rippling out from there on behalf 
kids.

Waiting for

MRS. CLINTON: I'm not going to predict what
might or might not happen because I can't possibly do that.
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Well,

So that's all anybody knew

MORE

So much of the good information has been reported 
somewhere, but it's not been a steady drumbeat that people 
have been able to latch onto.

to be a voice for children, 
wanted to be.
care debate.
a year and a half,
about what I was doing.

You know, during the '92 campaign I said I wanted 
and that's what I've always 

But then I immediately got into the health 
And that's all I did for nearly two years — 

I guess.

And because of the nature of that debate — I 
mean, you go back and you look at what happened to Harry 
Truman when he tried to do health care reform, and even the 
moderate reforms of Eisenhower and certainly Medicare and 
Medicaid with Johnson all through- what Kennedy tried to do 
and Nixon's plan and the like — I mean, it is inherently 
such a controversial issue that I don't think it really gave 
people a chance to know much about all the other things that 
I care about and why health care to me was a natural 
extension of my long-term interest in children's health.

But I think it's very difficult in the way that the press 
has available to it to report on issues to be able to stay 
with something over time. You know, by the very nature of 
your business, you really can't do that.

So I don't fault anybody. I think it's been 
largely my responsibility that I haven't quite conveyed as 
fully as I should what I'm about and what I care about.

Q Was this unavoidable? I mean, you were going 
to do health care. Health care was something that was going 
to happen one way or the other, right? Was there another 
way to bake this pie?

Q What about in terms of your role. We always 
here, oh, now all of a sudden you are nontraditional, and 
all of a sudden you're traditional. You talked about this 
a little bit in Paraguay. Have we in the media just 
misunderstood? I mean, what — I know we've been culprits 
to some extent, but I'm curious how you see it in terms of 
how we've treated you.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I' don't think I've made it 
very easy for you. I have to confess. You know, I've said 
in the past that I've had to learn to rezone my zone of 
privacy and kind of understand more about how to convey what 
I care about and what I'm doing so that, for example, issues 
that I've worked all these years would come as a surprise to 
some people because I haven't talked about them in a large 
forum or I haven't let people know that it's something I've 
worked on a long time. So I take a lot of the 
responsibility for not being perhaps as clear as I could be.
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And I' m

CLINTON:

MORE

to give back, 
burden to me.

Oh, I'm sure there are many ways 
but I think that from the President's 

believes strongly 
And 

We have

I might have asked a question or made a comment, 
but I was really focused on doing what the President asked 
me to do. And particularly during those first months of the 
administration because, remember, we were going to try to 
have it done by May 1st. I mean, it was just an 
unbelievable task. And, of course, we didn't make May 1st, 
and then we were going to try to have it done by June 1st. 
So I do take seriously assignments I'm given and that was 
the biggest thing I've ever been asked to do.

But I also feel that maybe because I've had a 
lucky life compared to so many people, that I have an 
obligation. And everywhere I've ever lived or every place 
I've ever been, I've always felt that I had to do something 

And it's been a - joy for me. It's not a 
And I also get very wrapped up in the lives 

of the people that I try to help.

So I'm sure that somebody looking from the 
outside could say, gee, you know, on the one hand that's — 
it's good, and I'm glad she's doing it. On the other hand, 
you know, lighten up a little.

MRS. CLINTON: I think there's some truth in 
that. And I think it's probably both good and bad. I mean, 
it's true that when I was working on health care, that's 
really what I was working on. And that's why a lot of these 
things that now come up about what was happening during 
health care were things that were not on my radar screen 
particularly.

So it was going to be addressed, 
grateful I got a chance to be involved in it because I 
learned a lot and I cared a lot about it. And things didn't 
work out. It didn't create the kind of mood for back and 
forth and compromise and negotiation and hammering out a 
good reasonable solution that we had hoped it would. But I 
don't regret being involved in it. I just feel a little bit 
sad that that's all I got to do in a way.

MRS. CLINTON:
to bake the pie,
perspective, he believed strongly then,
now that health care will continue to be a problem, 
certainly the evidence is that it's getting worse, 
more uninsured people today than we did just a few years 
ago.

Q People say both as a criticism and a 
compliment that you are very focused, directed, that when 
you have a mission or a purpose, you're going down this road 
and you are going down it. And I've heard that — again, 
it's pejorative and it's praise. How would you — how do 
you react to that?
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what is it we're going to do now, that all of the

And a lot of time when I would be

MORE

is
White House.

MRS. CLINTON:
a lot of women.

MRS. CLINTON: I don't think I'm a perfectionist. 
I think I work very hard, but I don't believe in perfection, 
at least not in this life. I may appear to people to be 
someone who is willing to put in a lot of hours and to work 
on behalf of things that I care about, but I enjoy that. 
That's something that gives me pleasure, because it's like 
a simple thing — like there's a-story in this book about 
one of these children. And I'm now trying to do things on 
adoption and foster care. And there's a gathering I had 
before the holidays where I brought kids from all over the 
country who had been adopted. And unfortunately, we have 
the event on a day when the budget was blowing up or 
something was happening, so we didn't get a lot of attention 
here about this issue. But we did get attention out in the 
country because people came from all over and their local 
newspapers covered it. There's a little girl who read a 
poem, and over Christmas she got adopted. And, I mean, 

the kind of effort that I really think is worth 
___And if it takes intensity to try to bring that to 
somebody's attention and to try to help solve a problem for

q — that burden, but at least in the books 
that get written, which I take for a grain of salt, but you 
often emerge as a fighter. One of the themes, one of the 
pictures of Hillary Clinton that comes out is a battler, a 
fighter. There will be a lot of talk, typically in the 
scene — one side will be arguing one way, one will be 
arguing the other. Your husband will be judiciously 
listening to both and sort of enjoying the debate. And then 
you will enter, saying, okay, let's cut to the chase; this 
is what we got to do; we have to fight for it. I mean, that 

a familiar scene in books that are written about the 
How do you react to that?

well, gee, v---  — -- - - - - - -
talk has gone on and the debate's been held. And I do think 
that in my life I've tried to be an advocate on behalf of 
causes and people that I believe in. Cc '..’CMld
would be a fair thing to say about me.

Q And a last sort of characterization, the 

perfectionist.

that's
making.
<
somebody, I think that's worth doing.

Q Was this book a way — obviously, the health 
care — there's a rough year there — health care went down, 
Foster died, family members — I mean, just a tough year. 
Was this book a way to in part to come out of that and —

MRS. CLINTON: No. I didn't think about it that 
way, but it gave me a lot of time alone, as you have written 

a lot books, you know.

Well, I think that that's true for 
__I don't view that necessarily as just a

personal trait that — that at some point you sort of^say,
well, yee, 'wuai. JLS3 a. v. nwi a- —------------------- ----------------,

talk has gone on and the debate's been held.

So that would — that
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me.

MRS.

MORE

Well, I've always thought about 
because I think a lot of what I

Q Do you think of yourself as more of a 
pragmatist or an idealist?

So I believe a lot of what I think of as 
pragmatic approaches to solving people's problems as ones 
that go beyond ideology or certainly politics. And I regret 
that our country has kind of gotten caught up in this label 
game that we've played for the last couple of years where if 
somebody presents an idea it's immediately labeled, and that 
means only one-half or one-third of the people will even 
listen to it, instead of trying to come together, find some 
common ground, build a village, to use my metaphor, with 
ideas in mind about what is in our best interest for 
everybody.

And so I do think that it was a very helpful 
experience for me to really spend time alone, which I 
hadn't, because I'd been pretty much on the road traveling 
and doing official duties and the like. And just kind of 
take some time to reflect and to write about something that 
I've cared about a long time, which helped to sort of focus

CLINTON:
myself as a pragmatist,
believe we should do for one another is very practical. 
Some may claim it's idealistic, but I think in both medium- 
and long-term, it's the most practical kind of approach to 
living. I believe that it makes good sense if I'm trying to 
be very self-interested about the future my daughter has to 
try to make sure as many kids as possible have as good a 
shot as possible, because I don't want her living behind a 
brick wall with broken glass on top. I don't want her to be 
afraid to walk down a street or go to a city park with her 
kids when she gets older.

Now, there will always be people on the extremes 
who will not want to engage in that exercise. They have a 
world view that is not mainstream or centered about 

staring at the blank page trying to figure out how I was 
going to put into readable English what I was feeling. So 
I had a lot of time to think. And there's a chapter in 
there that — and it came to me, I remembered my father 
talking about how are you going to shovel your way out of 
this. And I realized that 1993 was a personally very 
challenging and difficult year with my father and Vince and 
my mother-in-law. Just kind of moving to Washington, all 
the things you do to get settled in and doing it all on the 
world stage. And so I really did have to kind of sum it up 
a lot of my own resources and work through many of the 
feelings that I had, not only on my own behalf, but for my 
daughter, my husband and family members, and then friends 
and colleagues who were likewise suffering because of their 
own friendship with Vince, as one example.
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now in our country.

(

What should the government's role be in thisQ
stuff?

MRS.

The government

MORE

Well, I think that the government 
■ institutions in

The government should be a safety net of last 
resort for the vulnerable and the poor• 

But there's also a
There's a lot for the media to do.

And the explanations for that have to do with 
everything from the breakdown of the family and divorce, to 

the steady diet of
what they see on television, to the way that they're treated 
by adults in their lives. And I just think we've got to 
take a step back here and say what are we creating? What 
are we doing to our children? And if we do that, then 
there aren't any simple answers. You can't say, oh, it's 
the government's fault. Or you can't say, oh, it's just 
these irresponsible parents living in the inner city. The 
responsibility is spread all the way across society.

But the good news is there are things we could 
do right now that are not big macro changes that could make 
a difference — if we would start having that kind of 

conversation.

nurturing the next generation or whatever. But I think 
those people are in the minority. And part of what I'm 
trying to do with this book, and then certainly with the 
talking about it that I'll be doing, is to summon people out 
of their preexisting stereotypes and labels so that we can 
begin to talk sensibly about what works and what doesn't 

work.

I view that as one of our real challenges right 
2  . „ > And I really regret the polarization

that has taken place because it has most dramatically 
affected young people. I was looking at some research that 
a political scientist has done showing that young people are 
by far, in her words, more misanthropic than people our age 
and older. They don't trust anybody. They don't — they 
have more emotional stress in their lives.

CLINTON:
should be a partner to all the other 
society. ' 

should be actively engaged in research and development, of 
new ways of solving problems, whether they're medical 
problems of any others that we're confronting. The 
government should have an active posture with respect to 
asserting the common American interest, both here at home 
and abroad. It's the only institution that we have. And, 
my goodness, we've invested more than 200 years in our 
ideals and our values. And they should be articulated. And 
there should be a consensus that hopefully could be 
nonpartisan about what the United States stands for. 
There's much for government to do.

lot for business to do. 
Religious institutions,
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Are we on the record or off the record?

CLINTON:
budget deal.

I hope we do. I think we need to.

Q
(Laughter.)

MRS. CLINTON:
END

MRS. CLINTON: I think we'll eventually get a
I think there's too much at stake not to.

Q As the noise level is getting higher again 
today — I mean, my reporters were saying, oh — the public, 
I'm not talking about the private, but the public noise — 
the House is talking about going away for three weeks, 
yaddah, yaddah, yaddah, yaddah.

I think, could have a bigger social role — civic groups. 
I mean, you could go down the list. So any time one talks 
about the government and the government's role, I want to 
marry that with everybody else's role, too, because it's too 
easy just to either blame the government and say we have to 
take our futures back into our own lives and we have to be 
compassionate and caring, and that's what we should do. And 
it's too easy to just say the government should do it. 
Neither of those is, to me, an adequate answer.

Q I think we're done, right? Well, peer into 
the silver ball and tell us whether we're going to get a 
budget deal. (Laughter.)
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Yes, for Mrs. Clinton it's been a terrible week, 
it get worse? We'll ask today's guests: Michael 
Chertoff, Chief Republican Counsel for the Senate 
Whitewater Committee, directing the staff investigation 
into Mrs. Clinton's involvement. Richard Ben-Veniste, 
Chief Democratic Counsel for the Committee, mounting a 
defense against many of the Republican charges. And David 
Kendall, personal lawyer for President and Mrs. Clinton, 
who is advising the Clinton's on how to respond to the 
Whitewater and travel office attacks.

DONALDSON: The First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, has just 
had a terrible week. A newspaper columnist called her a 
''congenital liar.'' A former associate disputed her version of 
how her old law firm got the Madison Guaranty business. Yet 
another memo came to light that contradicts her on not ordering 
the firings at the White House travel office. The New York State 
Attorney General said he's investigating a $100,000 payment made 
to her by a state agency in 1992. Barbara Walters asked her if 
she wasn't becoming a political liability to her husband. And 
all the national polls showed public confidence in her 
plummeting.

husband.
confidence in



(NEWSBREAK)

DONALDSON:

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

My slogan might well be

JUDD:

CLINTON: Everybody in this country had the character 
that my wife has, we'd be a better place to live.

Four years later the President is being asked if 
there has been a price to pay after all — if the First 
Lady is a political liability.

The First Lady herself said yesterday that the
Republican probe into Whitewater is an investigation in 
search of a scandal, it's part of someone else's political 
strategy. And in and interview with Barbara Walters, Mrs. 
Clinton also stood here ground. She said that recently 
disclosed billing records support her claim that she did 
little work for Madison Guaranty, the failed savings & 
loan owned by the Clintons' former business partner.

And we'll be joined by Barbara Walters, who interviewed 
Mrs. Clinton last week, on our roundtable discussion, 
along with our regulars, George Will and Cokie Roberts. 
All here on our Sunday program.

JUDD: Sam, it must have seemed like a good idea at the 
time — candidate Clinton and Hillary Clinton as a package 
deal.

Hillary Clinton, the First Lady, has found 
herself falling in the polls this weekend. The late Dr. 
Tom Dooley (ph) once said, ''He who sticks his head above 
the crowd gets hit by rotten fruit.'' Well, Mrs. Clinton 
has certainly not been a shrinking violet since coming to 
Washington, and the rotten fruit has been mounting. But 
how much of it is deserved? Jackie Judd has the latest 
score card. Jackie.

''Buy one, get one

JUDD: In the face of mounting criticism from
Republicans and polls showing people increasingly 
suspicious of Mrs. Clinton's honesty, the Administration 
stepped up the counterattacks.

JUDD: A former colleague of Mrs. Clinton's who
testified before the Senate Whitewater Committee did not 
contradict her.

CLINTON (HILLARY): I'm glad the records were found. I 
wish they had been found a year or two ago, because they 
verify what I've been saying from the very beginning.

CLINTON:
free.' '



(VIDEO TAPE)

JUDD:

MASSEY:
I view it as a supervisory

JUDD:

CHERTOFF:

I don't recall that happening. sir.No,MASSEY:

JUDD: This week, Mrs. Clinton will begin a nationwide 
book tour. It will be a critical time for her and for a 
White House now engaged in a re-election campaign because 
it might indicate whether Hillary Clinton can overcome all 

Richard Massey testified that when Madison tried 
to put together a stock offering, he did the work.

Mrs. Clinton had a role in that obviously she 
had a role in those matters.
role.

You did not come to Mrs. Clinton with an 
engagement in hand, a contract in hand, to do the Madison 
work?

But Massey did not know about another more 
controversial Madison project. A land deal bank 
regulators say was a sham — the billing records show the 
First Lady involved in IDC; part of IDC was Castle Grande.

DALE: I think the decision that the best way for them
to defend themselves now is to attack; and they are 
attacking me.

JUDD: The former head of the Travel Office, Billy
Dale, was ultimately cleared of embezzlement but says he 
is now being victimized again by Clinton associates who 
are wrongly claiming that he was prepared to admit 
embezzlement in a plea bargain.

CLINTON (HILLARY): Castle Grande was a trailer park on 
a piece of property that was about 1,000 acres big. I 
never did work for Castle Grande, never at all.

JUDD: Republican investigators disagree. They also
say that Mrs. Clinton was caught in a contradiction when 
Massey denied her assertion that he brought Madison into 
the Rose Law Firm.

CLINTON (HILLARY): I did not make the decisions. I 
did not direct anyone to make the decisions, but I have 
absolutely no doubt that I did express concern because I 
was concerned about any kind of financial mismanagement.

JUDD: On the other matter dogging Mrs. Clinton, the
Travel Office firings — more memos emerged last week 
suggesting that she ordered the dismissals. The First 
Lady denies it.



of these doubts or be engulfed by them.

Sam?

(END VIDEOTAPE)

(BREAK)

DONALDSON:

DONALDSON:

What

CHERTOFF:

DONALDSON:

we

Here with me to join in the questioning are 
George Will and Cokie Roberts, both of ABC News.

Ben-Veniste in Washington and Michael
Chertoff in New York — Welcome, glad to see you.

Mr. Chertoff, your boss. Senator D'Amato said that 
you're going to have to subpoena, perhaps, documents from 
the White House that they still aren't turning over, 
do you want and why can't you get it?

Well, is there something you really think 
is there that you know is there, or is this what is known 
as a fishing expedition?

CHERTOFF: You know, Sam, as you know from your
investigations as a reporter as I know from my past life 
as a prosecutor, you can't know what's in the documents 
until you get them. But I can tell you that based on our 
past experience, going back to the investigation of Roger 
Altman at the Treasury Department two years ago, these 
kinds of electronic mail messages often contain 
uncensored, very candid observations about events which are 
critical to the investigation. We are not going to know until 
actually get hold of them.

Well, among the things that we're trying to
get, which are very important, are the electronic mail 
messages within the White House in which people are 
discussing issues about Madison, Whitewater, the Rose Law 
Firm. These are the kinds of messages that we used and we 
found very, very instructive back during the summer when 
we looked at the issue of the removal of documents from 
Vince Foster's office.

DONALDSON: Mr. Ben-Veniste, do you support the idea of 
wanting this e-mail and, if so, why hasn't the White House 
turned it over voluntarily?

DONALDSON: Thanks Jackie. Coming next — the two
lawyers for the Senate Whitewater Committee: for the 
Democrats, Richard Ben- Veniste; and for the Republicans, 
Michael Chertoff in a moment.

BEN-VENISTE: Good morning.
CHERTOFF: Good morning.



WILL:

It's no comparison to Watergate.BEN-VENISTE:

Let me ask you a question about the arguments we're now 
having. It seems to be we're arguing now about adjectives 
and carefully selected verbs. Mrs. Clinton says I didn't 
''directly'' order the White House, or have any ''direct'' 
involvement in the firing in the travel offices, or I did 
not do ''significant'' work on this or that. Isn't this 
the kind of lawyerly, carefully selected language that 
raises suspicions?

I understand, but the question is, is it not ..

BEN-VENISTE: Well, I have to disagree with your
premise, George. In Watergate, there wasn't a political 
reluctance. What there was was a cover-up that violated a 
plethora of federal laws. You had hush money being paid, 
promises of executive clemency, pardons for the Watergate 
burglars, and so forth and so on.

BEN-VENISTE: Well, look, let's go to specifics,
George. This week we had a witness, Mr. Massey, who came 
in and testified finally, after a week of television talk 
show accusations, who cleared up the fact that there was 
no difference between his recollection, essentially, and 
Mrs. Clinton's, that indeed he did all the work in 
connection with the securities matter that was brought in.

WILL: Well, the comparison is in the fact that we do
seem to be arguing about some fine distinctions maintained 
by very carefully chosen language, and that's what makes 
people think there's a cover-up here.

BEN-VENISTE: Well, as I understand it Sam, the reason
is that during the Bush administration there was a 
procedure instituted that made it very difficult to bring 
up this e-mail, and that it would be extremely costly. 
There's been a series of correspondence between the 
committee and the White House about that. But to answer 
your other question, I think the answer is clear. Yes, 
this is fishing and we are not fishing with hooks here, 
you are fishing with dynamite.

WILL: Mr. Ben-Veniste, you had experience during the
Watergate crisis in this town and you saw then how 
damaging it was for a White House to appear to be grudging 
and reluctant and lawyerly in its responses to essentially 
a political challenge.

He pitched the client. The client was brought into the 
firm. Mrs. Clinton did a minimal amount of work — 60 
hours in total for the whole client over a 15 month 
period. So I think the quibbling is one of political



WILL:

CHERTOFF:

ahead.

CHERTOFF:

We find

Mrs. Clinton

was

Can we say that something bad happened?BEN-VENISTE:

Mr. Chertoff, would you accept the fact that 
this is a quibble?

quibbling in a matter that has very little importance 
underlying the quibbling.

What do we find when we look at the evidence? 
Mr. Massey says, as the lead-in piece to the show 
illustrates, that he did not bring to Mrs. Clinton an 
engagement or a contract to do the work. He had no idea 
how the work came in. All he knew is he had once 
suggested he'd like to do some work — weeks or months 
later he was called upon to do it.

More important, you look at the records, 
was on the telephone on this stock deal — and, perhaps, 
more important, on some other transactions — for hour 
after hour. She picked up the phone and called the top 
regulator of S&Ls in Arkansas to have a conversation.

No, I ..

When she's asked publicly in the last couple of days what 
the conversation about, she says, ''Well, you know I wasn't quite 
sure who at the agency was going to handle the matter. I wanted 
to find out.''

Her position is she picked up the phone to call the top 
regulator in order to find out who to send letters to. 
What we learned from Mr. Massey, however, was that Mr. 
Massey already knew who at the agency was working on the 
matter. So again, we come back to Sam's point at the very 
beginning: Did Mrs. Clinton pick up the phone and talk to
Beverly Bassett, the top regulator, in order to express 
her concern in the same way that we see there was an 
expression of concern about the Travel Office firings...

In fact, I think this a very important point 
because you've got to grasp what the essence of this issue 
is about. This whole question about Mrs. Clinton's work 
on this matter arises because Jim McDougal, the head of 
this crooked savings & loan, said — and publicly — that 
he turned over work to the Clintons as a favor to the 
Governor, because the Governor said, ''we need some money, 
get us some work at the firm.''

WILL: Go

Mrs. Clinton's position was, I'm totally disengaged; I 
haven't been involved in bringing the work in, I was 
merely a backstop, I wasn't involved — and these are her 
words — in the day-to-day work.



That's interesting...CHERTOFF:

What is theBEN-VENISTE:

ROBERTS:

BEN-VENISTE:

so.

with

It happened 11 years ago. 
possible and serious importance of all this.

Well, it depends on what the call is, I 
suppose. And we have had Ms. Beverly Bassett's 
recollection on that. She said it was completely 
innocuous. In fact, if there was some collusion that Ms. 
Beverly Bassett Schaffer was involved with, then why would 
she be the one who asked to close down the Madison bank 
two years before the federal regulators would agree to do 

An under those circumstances, much the great
proportion of the funds that were lost as a result were in 
the two year delay.

But you still haven't answered my question, 
which is: Do you think it's proper for a lawyer 
representing a client to call a regulator appointed by her 
husband?

It happened 11 years ago. You saw a picture of Mr. 
Massey, he was a young, beginning attorney at that time. 
Now, he's probably a senior partner in the Securities 
Department at that firm.

ROBERTS: Mr. Ben-Veniste? But what about that Mr.
Ben-Veniste, though, because that regulator was, in fact, 
appointed by her husband. Now, do you see any problem with 
a lawyer whose husband appoints a regulator calling that 
regulator on behalf of a client?

BEN-VENISTE: So, I don't see any favoritism that was
shown, and I think this is an issue that would never have 
such national importance if not for this game of ''gotcha'' 
the First Lady.

BEN-VENISTE: Here's what happens, Cokie, when we talk
about the significance in relative terms of all of this. 
Ms. Bassett has testified and Mr. Massey has testified 
that the proposal, which was to raise funds for this 
ailing savings and loan was quite appropriate, that nobody 
did anything wrong in connection with that representation.

CHERTOFF: I don't think Richard's quite right. I
don't think actually — I think it was a different 
regulator who had been in place two years before. But I 
think the question you raised is part of the nub of the 
issue because really at bottom what we're looking at when 
we talk about Whitewater and Madison is: What did the 
Clintons get from Jim McDougal, and what did Jim McDougal 
expect in return? Did Jim McDougal give the Clintons what 
we've now learned from the notes that we obtained pursuant



the . .

Madison, 
him to?

The 
that

to subpoena was a no-cash, 100 percent leverage 
transaction in Whitewater simply out of the goodness of 
his heart, or was he looking to purchase some kind of 
influential favor...?

But again, more important, what's the kind of work? 
We're not concerned here about whether Mrs. Clinton was in 
the library hitting the books. We're concerned about the 
telephone conversations, because we all know that when 
you're talking about a partner, and particularly when 
you're talking about the kind of service that Jim McDougal 
was hoping for, he's not interested in legal research — 
he's interested in access.

BEN-VENISTE: But it should be pointed out that there
was no impropriety. The government has spent over $4 
million securing a report from an impartial law firm — indeed, 
headed up by a former Republican U.S. Attorney, Jay Stephens 
and the conclusion is that the Clintons did nothing wrong, 
conclusion of this report is that there was no impropriety,

DONALDSON: Well, Mr. Ben-Veniste, let me just break in
there, because you're coming down to a guestion I think 
everyone wants to hear the answer to. What's really at 
stake here for the Clintons, aside from the politics of it 
— whether it going to cost him votes or not this November? 
Now, is there anything so far that suggests to either one 

of you that either of the Clintons is going to be indicted

CHERTOFF: Actually, Cokie, again that's not quite
right. What he said was that she did significant work. 
That's a quote in answer to a question from Senator 
Shelby. And when you look at the records, what you see is 
that in the period of time running up to the submission of 
the original proposal, he worked about 11 hours and Mrs. 
Clinton worked about seven hours.

CHERTOFF: Well, they did in the end. But I will tell
you, if you look at the notes that we had to fight on the 
floor of the Senate for, you will see, and towards the end 
of the notes is a very interesting, provocative comment 
when they talk about the beginning of this Whitewater 
deal. It was to be no cash, 100 percent leverage.

ROBERTS: Well, of course what they say they got from
Jim McDougal was a bad deal where they lost money.

ROBERTS: Mr. Chertoff, you talked about the one area
where Mr. Massey confirmed what you were after, but there 
was another where did not; where he essentially said that 
Mrs. Clinton was right, that he did all of the work for 

Did he not deliver in the way you had expected



and charged with a criminal offense?

If I may

OK.

CHERTOFF:

convicted

DONALDSON:

You know when those

Let you say something?BEN-VENISTE:

Mr.

Sam. 
of 
of hearings.

And let me say something, 
documents were discovered.

WILL: 
''hidden.

Mr. Chertoff, would you just do it quickly, 
because if you go over the last two years of all the 
charges we'll be here all day.

Now we're in this game of gotcha, where we have these 
stupefying details: did Mrs. Clinton spend two-tenths of 
an hour one day on this matter, or three-tenths of an hour 
the other day? And that all has to be looked at in the 
greater scheme of things.

DONALDSON: OK. Mr. Chertoff, what's your answer?

A very quick question. You just used the word 
'' That's obstruction and that's a crime. Are 

you saying that they deliberately knew where the documents 

DONALDSON: Mr. Chertoff, I'm going to give George Will
one quick question, but we really have to get into this..

BEN-VENISTE: We're into reruns now with the travel
office and things happened two years ago, Sam.

But we have a different job. Our job is to get at the 
truth. And let me review where we've been the last couple 
of years. We've discovered in 1994 that the Deputy 
Treasury Secretary lied to Congress ...

Let me get to the facts on this. And, of 
course, I begin by saying that's it's going to be a prosecutor 
and a jury that has to decide about whether people get 
of crimes.

BEN-VENISTE: Well, there you have it,
have a word here. We've had seven months 
investigations, weeks and weeks and weeks
There has been no showing of any impropriety, much less
illegality. And so the American people should be 
reassured by that.

CHERTOFF: Sam, that's part of the point. The part of
the point is there's been so much we've covered — 
interference with the investigation, false statements to 
Congress, a bitterly critical on the White House 
mishandling of the Foster documents.
And most important, we see that some of the most critical 
evidence has been hidden in a closet in the White House 
for two years, although they've been under subpoena, 
although we've raised a hue and cry.



were and kept them?

All right.DONALDSON:

CHERTOFF:

(BREAK)

Mr. Kendall, good to see you.DONALDSON:

Good morning, Sam.KENDALL:

Do you feel beleaguered on behalf of your

KENDALL:

KENDALL:

DONALDSON:

...in two years there's going to be a very 
important question for us and a very important question 
for other people who are looking at this matter.

DONALDSON: 
clients?

Sam, I don't know the answer to either of 
those questions. We've tried to provide information in 
all appropriate ways. We're going to continue to do that. 
She has not been subpoenaed. There would be questions of 

precedence and other things. But I think if it were an 
appropriate step in bringing to a close this 
investigation, that would have to be considered.

I really don't, Sam. I think the facts are 
getting out and we've got more dry holes. I sometimes 
think that we have enough dry holes to build a 
championship golf course somewhere.

Well, you're an experienced lawyer. You've 
dealt with a lot of clients. Maybe none as famous as 
this, but a lot of clients. What would be your advice 
from the standpoint of people who say, why don't you go

DONALDSON: Well, both Mrs. Clinton and the President
ducked the question this past week as to whether she would 
testify if subpoenaed before the committee. And I want to 
ask you a two-part question. One, will she testify if 
subpoenaed? And second, might she decide to go up 
voluntarily and ask to tell her side of the story?

CHERTOFF: I'm saying the documents were in a closet.
They were in the residence. Exactly how they were 
discovered and why they were not discovered when the White 
House was under court orders to look for those documents

DONALDSON: Thank you very much, Michael Chertoff and
Richard Ben-Veniste. I wish we had more time, but we 
don't.

Coming next, the President's attorney for Whitewater 
and the travel office firings, David Kendall. In a 
moment.



face him down, tell

But not under that forum, Mr. Kendall.DONALDSON:

WILL:

Why wouldn't it be enforceable?WILL:

Is she in the executive branch?WILL:

KENDALL:

Be an interesting argument.WILL:

hidden.

Well,

I don't think people understand that the document 
production has really involved land records which go back

She has certain — she's discharged certain 
duties, and I think she is married to the President, so 
she is very much the First Lady of the United States.

up, you know, go into the lion's den, 
the story, and be a heroine?

Sam said.
Will she have a choice if

KENDALL: 
enforceable?

I think the important thing is that the documents were 
discovered. I wish they could have been out earlier 
because they're really quite helpful.

KENDALL: Well, it's not clear. This is a question
involving the legislative branch and the executive branch.

Before coming to the question I want to ask, 
explain something about Sam's question. Sam said, ''if 
she's subpoenaed, will she?''
she's subpoenaed?

Well, the question would be: Is the subpoena 
She will try and provide information, again, 

in whatever ways are appropriate.

KENDALL: Well, my advice is to get the facts out, and
that's what we've been trying to do. Mrs. Clinton has 
answered numerous questions in numerous different forums

In the preceding segment, Mr. Chertoff of the Committee 
used the verb ''hidden.'' He said the document had been 

Why did the documents under subpoena for so long 
suddenly now get discovered? Just sheer — sort of, big 
closets?

KENDALL: Well, I don't know. I don't know anything
about the closet. I don't think that's accurate. We're 
trying to understand that. Mrs. Huber, who discovered the 
documents, will be testifying in the very near future.

KENDALL: Well, she has testified three times to the
Independent Counsel, she's testified to the FDIC, given 
long interrogatory answers to the RTC. She is trying to 
provide information, and we'll continue to do so.



WILL:

Cokie?BRINKLEY:

ROBERTS:

almost 20 years and legal work that goes back 10 or 11 
years. We've produced, really, over 50,000 documents and 
continue to try and be responsive.

Scandal is something of a strong word here. 
The mismanagement was documented to be something not 
terribly scandalous, and the question that keeps coming up 
is this: As we gave each one of these documents that says 
the First Lady wanted these people gone — George's 
question I come back to — what's the problem with that? 
Why can't she just say, ''yes, I wanted them gone,'' 
instead of this, you know, what appears to be covering up 
and contradicting and all that?

KENDALL: Cokie, it depends upon what the facts were.
She did not give any direction that they be fired. She 
wanted the problem addressed. So, it's really a question 
of being accurate. She was concerned about financial 
mismanagement, and I think that the testimony that has emerged 
indicates there was a scandal there. There were off-book 
accounts, monies kept at home, the kinds of things that would 
rebound against the Clintons very much unless that were fixed.

But the travel office argument goes back just a 
few years and the documents just keep on coming on that. 
There was another one this week that Nightline came up 
with on this network, someone else saying, in effect, Mrs. 
Clinton was directly involved in the firing of these 
people.

Now, steps were taken to rectify that. Today, it's a 
smooth- running operation. She was concerned, as were 
many others, about a scandal under their roof. And that's 
really the basis of the whole travel office controversy. 
I think that often gets lost, though, in the shouting.

Now, Mrs. Clinton was directly involved in firing the 
usher in the White House, the chefs in the White House. 
What is it, in your judgement, that makes them so eager 
for her not to be seen doing what so many of her 
underlings say she was doing?

KENDALL: George, again, these documents are third- and
fourth- hand, hearsay often. She was concerned about 
mismanagement in travel office. A lot of people were 
concerned.
I think you have to step back and look at it from the 

perspective of 1993. This was not a Clinton operation. 
It was discovered that there was active financial 
mismanagement, maybe misconduct. An accounting firm came 
in and verified that.



panned out.

ROBERTS:

Why aren'tROBERTS:

I can't, that's a question for the lawWell,

Mr.

Well, where were the originals? 
the originals at the law firm?

Very often, you hear that there are these major 
inconsistencies between what she has said at one time and 
what she said at another. But once you get to the facts, 
you find that not to be the case. There are a lot of 
accusations that have been made that simply have not 

But we'll keep trying to deal with them.

The documents that have come forward this 
week that everyone's been talking about in the Senate 
committee are documents that show how various lawyers at 
the Rose Law Firm assigned bills to their clients over a 
period of time. Those documents were missing from the law 
firm, and apparently were in the Clinton's campaign 
headquarters. Now why would that be the case? Why that a 
law firm have its billing records taken away from it to a 
campaign?

DONALDSON: Mr. Kendall, William Safire in his famous 
column of Monday, which drew the President's ire because 
he called the First Lady a ''congenital liar,'' also had 
something else in that column.

ROBERTS: Well, now we're going to have Mr. Watkins
come before committee next week. He's been subpoenaed to 
appear. We've seen various of his memos now, not just the 
original one we saw, his statement to the FBI. He will be 
contradicting her, presumably, if he stays with what he 
says in his memos, under oath to a congressional 
committee. What does that do to the First Lady?

It was fixed. She wanted it fixed, but she didn't want 
necessarily want people fired. I don't think she knew 
enough about the situation to know what steps should be 
taken.

KENDALL:
firm.
I don't really know. The copies have been discovered. The 
campaign really had to answer questions, the same kinds of 
questions that are being phrased now four years later 
about this very small representation of Madison Guaranty 
back in the mid-80s.

KENDALL: Well, I don't think the contradictions are
major. He agrees that there was situation there that 
needed to be dealt with. She had expressed herself very 
strongly. I frankly don't think there is a great deal of 
contradiction between their accounts.

KENDALL: These were copies, Cokie, they weren't the
originals. And the reason was ...



DONALDSON:

KENDALL: No.

Or an attempt to indict?DONALDSON:

I don't.KENDALL: No,

Well, then what do you think is going on

KENDALL:

DONALDSON:

KENDALL:

Are you charging usual Williams and

I am because to do anything else would

Well, do you think there is any chance that 
this will lead to some sort of grand jury indictment?

I'm confident that the bill will be paid. 
They have directed us to take all possible steps to 
cooperate.

Well, I think an investigation is going on in 
a great many different areas and we're cooperating fully.

DONALDSON: 
here?

They are being represented through all of these 
investigations, and I think they are being cooperative and 
responsive, really, in ways that are unprecedented.

DONALDSON: Final question: Are you ever going to get
your bill paid? The Clintons, apparently, are broke. Are 
you doing this pro bono.

DONALDSON:
Connolly rates?

KENDALL: I am.

Is it politics then? It's just the
Republicans beating up on the democratic President and 
his wife?

KENDALL: Well, that is what I do. I think it is
bombast. My favorite line about that was Ann Lewis' (ph) 
who said that one of Nixon's henchman and apologists was 
criticizing her, Mrs. Clinton, for cover-up, that probably 
what would happen next is that Kato Kaelin would criticize 
her hairdo.

KENDALL: Sam, I'm a lawyer, I'm not a politician.
I'll let others answer that question. All I can tell you 
is that you sometimes get tennis neck from following the 
charges and really the hit and run sound bytes.

DONALDSON: At the last line, I believe, he suggested
that the Clintons hire defense attorneys, criminal defense 
attorneys.
Is that just so much bombast or do you think they're at 

the point where they really need that, and is that what 
you do?



It'll be a big bill then, Mr. Kendall.DONALDSON:

(LAUGHTER)

KENDALL:

Thank you very much, David Kendall, for

(BREAK)

DONALDSON:

Thank you.WALTERS:

We don't see enough of you here.DONALDSON:

I think people have seen enough of me this

DONALDSON:

I think that ...

So it makes a horse race.DONALDSON:

OK.

It will be what it is, but I'm confident that 
the legal defense fund is going to respond to it.

be improper; but we've spent hours in dusty warehouses 
reviewing documents.

Everybody probably
We heard her

DONALDSON: 
being with us.

WALTERS:
week.

Next, our discussion here and joining us will be 
Barbara Walters of ABC News who last week conducted the 
first television interview with Mrs. Clinton since the 
recent Whitewater and Travel Office controversies, in a 
moment.

You know, at the opening of the program, you
Clinton. I

Barbara, welcome.

Well, I don't know, 
watched your interview with Mrs. Clinton, 
answers and your questions, but what was her demeanor 
around the interview? Do you think she's worried?

She seemed calm. She wanted to answer the question. 
She wanted to give us as much time as possible. Her press 
people wanted to make it shorter. She was fully prepared 
to answer all of the questions.

WALTERS: Well, OK. I think that a lot of people, even
listening to the program so much today, keep saying 
''what's the crime? What did she do wrong?'' It's a 
little bit like the budget. Mr. Clinton's protecting us 
and everybody's against him. I think it's beginning to be 
the feeling of she's being harassed too much.

WALTERS:
said this has been a very bad week for Mrs. 
think it's been a pretty good week for Mrs. Clinton.



when you originally ...Well now.DONALDSON:

So, I think it ended up pretty good for her

it was toDONALDSON:

I'm surprised, frankly, that sheWell,

But . .

ROBERTS:

I

(LAUGHTER)

it matters a little bit. It wasn't a goodWell,

She obviously wanted to answer these
If she had it would have been such a big deal,

We almost expected her to cancel.
But I'm not surprised she didn't cancel, 

because she's very good at this...

WALTERS:
ROBERTS:

WALTERS:
ROBERTS:

WILL:
week.
I mean, all things considered, you'd prefer to talk about

WALTERS: 
this week.

DONALDSON: 
didn't cancel.

WALTERS: 
questions. 
Cokie.

At the moment, however, that is not the reaction. As 
you said earlier, Sam, the polls ...

in here. Was this a good or 
Does it matter?

WALTERS:
mean, she didn't say,

DONALDSON: George, weigh
a bad week for Mrs. Clinton?

Not earlier in the week.
The polls have turned against her. People 

are saying that she is not telling the truth in the polls. 
Some, half of the people think she's done something 
illegal, although they have no idea what that might be. 
So that it has not been, it has been a shift in public 
opinion.

When you arranged the interview, 
promote her book. All this hadn't come up.

This certainly isn't something she wanted. 
''Isn't this great for my book?''

The truth is is that she's — that having 
this opportunity to get out and defend herself in a forum 
that is, you know, television interviews, a lot of them 
will be morning television talk programs, where she will 
be able to say things and sound strong and people will, I 
think, start to have this reaction of she's being beaten 
up.

WALTERS: Yes. I mean, it was about her book and we
had any other questions we could want to ask, you know, on 
other subjects, including some of this.



your book, or something.

WALTERS: Sure.

WILL:

Or they hope so.WALTERS:

But they don't know what it is ...?DONALDSON:

Or they hope so.WALTERS:

DONALDSON:

BRINKLEY: OK, Barbara (ph), we're going to stick with 
the question (OFF-MIKE) ...

But the impression I got from Mr. Chertoff 
earlier in our show was they think there's something out 
there that's serious and wrong.

I think a lot of this has to do with what kind of a 
First Lady do we want. We have not had a First Lady like 
this before, although we've had first ladies like ...

WILL: Well, that's not her view, of course. Her view
as expressed to you that she's in the grand tradition of 
Mrs. Taft and Mrs. Roosevelt

And the President said Mrs. Roosevelt.

ROBERTS: But she is — but I'll agree that she's in a
grand tradition.

WILL: Or they hope so. But they think — we'll find
out about that, and Ken Starr, the special prosecutors 
looking into it and all the rest.

What seems to me clear is what's been accomplished by 
all this is the demoralization of Hillary Clinton. 
De-moralization.
In 1992, under (OFF-MIKE), she was part of those who were 

our moral auditors who said that people behave badly in 
the 1980s; decade of greed and particularly with regard to 
the scandals involved in the savings and loan association. 
I think we'll be spared that in the future.

WALTERS: You know, there's one thing I just want to
add to what George said earlier, when you were talking 
about this, which one of you said, which is, what is the 
difference between saying ''I am very upset with what's 
going on in the travel office, and I want something done 
about it'' —in which case, all the aides, including Mr. 
Watkins jump and do something about it — and actually 
saying ''do it?'' And there's a very fine line.

WALTERS: She didn't say, excuse me, she didn't say
that to me. But this is the first first lady we've had who 
has a paper trail, who had a very strong career, who is a 
very strong first lady.



Go ahead.BRINKLEY:

WALTERS:

DONALDSON:

All I'm saying is...WALTERS:

I want to argue the future.DONALDSON:

WALTERS:

Do I have a choice?DONALDSON:

I don't think so.WALTERS:

(LAUGHTER)

WALTERS:

asked...

But...WILL:

I can handle youNo,

(LAUGHTER)

Mrs. Reagan is a woman where the President's 
whole agenda was done according to her astrology.

You guys are arguing the way it should be 
or the way it has been...

Could I just say — Let me just finish my 
though on this which is...

It's a different kind of first lady, we're 
going to have different kinds of first ladies. If 
Elizabeth Dole becomes the First Lady, this woman who has 
run one of the largest charitable organizations in the 
world, you're not going to have 
a passive first lady. And I am not certain, yet, that 
people are ready for a first lady who gives...

DONALDSON: No, no, George, please,
without getting whipped by the audience.

You asked a very key question. To those of us who 
follow politics, it was a most important question: Are you 
becoming a political liability to your husband?

ROBERTS: That she is in a grand tradition. That we
have this — we put this filming gauze over our first 
ladies and say they were all sitting around pouring tea, 
which is just a total ignorance of history. First ladies 
have been controversial since Martha Washington, who 
lobbied on the most controversial piece of legislation 
before the first Congress — other than pay — which was 
pension for the Revolutionary War veterans, who she 
suffered with at Valley Forge.

DONALDSON: Well, that's it. You asked, and then I'm
going to ask you a question — put it in here. You



WALTERS: And do we vote for a man

And the answer to that question historically
no.

WALTERS: No.

George?DONALDSON:

What's the question there?Well, what?WILL:

Well, you had a question. I cut you off.DONALDSON:

Enough about Mrs. Clinton, let's go...DONALDSON: OK.

WALTERS:

I'm still working out the math. I'mROBERTS: I mean,
sorry...

(LAUGHTER)

ROBERTS: 
has been,

Too soon to know, 
because of his wife?

I'm sure she'll be delighted, if she's 
listening, to hear that.

DONALDSON: Well, let's go to her husband, President
Clinton, who has just returned from Bosnia. From the time 
he took off in Nashville until the time he returned to 
Andrews Air Force Base — 31 hours and 35 minutes, four 
countries. Just historically,
I would remind you that it took Charles Lindbergh 33.5 
hours to fly the Atlantic. That's quite a trip. Now, was 
this just politics?

WILL: Hillary Clinton is not going to be — I've never
met an American voter who voted the way he or she voted 
because of the vice presidential nominee let alone the 
helpmate of the first figure.

ROBERTS: We get one or two percentage. Now, if you
had an election that is one or two percentage points 
apart, maybe it does make a difference. But Barbara 
Bush's great positives did not save George Bush, and 
Hillary Clinton's negatives with some people in the 
population are probably not going to kill Bill Clinton. 
And she still does very well with working women.

DONALDSON: Well, ''Lucky Lindy'' took longer to fly
the Atlantic thank Bill Clinton, the President of the 
United States, to hit four countries and be back in his 
bed.

What's your answer, Barbara?



Well, that's jet propulsion for you.ROBERTS:

Well, why did he do it?DONALDSON:

ROBERTS:

WALTERS:

Because of

WALTERS:

(LAUGHTER)

DONALDSON: No George.

(LAUGHTER)

I hear a question from you.DONALDSON:

Of course he's accepted as the Commander in Chief.

WALTERS:

Oh, I think he's still getting pretty much

I'm not convinced that...Well,WILL:

WALTERS: OK.

George?Stand by, Barbara.DONALDSON:

WILL:

ROBERTS: 
criticism.

Well, not just accepted, he's not being 
criticized the way he was three years ago.

Well, I'm not convinced that there aren't 
corners at the barracks somewhere where there is still

He did it because it was smart thing to do. 
He went there. He looked like the Commander in Chief. 
The troops rallied around him. He showed the troops 
saying that they thought the mission was a good mission, 
which is something that the people of the country have not 
been saying. And he was away from all the squabbling in 
Washington and the problems at home.

Well, a famous woman once said, ''I accept the 
and someone else said, ''You damn well

WILL: 
universe,'' 
better.''

And this is a very different looking Bill 
Clinton than the man who the military had scorned three 
years ago. Now, if Bosnia is a success and there are the 
pictures of him with the troops, he has shown 
determination; he has shown a positive point of view; and 
they were great pictures.

DONALDSON: Why is it different looking?
the flak jacket on and he still had his...

Well because three years ago they were saying 
this is a man who dodged the draft. How dare he send men 
into war or any kind of peace settlement? Now, he is 
accepted as the Commander in Chief, period.



WALTERS:

no.

Like chicken soup, couldn't hurt, right?WALTERS:

(BREAK)

But nobody has said, we want a balanced budget that 
changes the structure of government, with the exception of 
some core Republican voters, but not the majority of

though, that he has — again, it was 
We've talked a lot about 

The President had another legal 
problem this week, which was that Paula Jones' — the 
woman who accuses him of sexual harassments — suit against 
him went another step in the courts ...

But we're going to continue this. 
Republicans for a change.
back in just a moment.

Yeah, but Cokie, he didn't decide to go just 
— I mean he didn't decide this week (OFF-MIKE).

residue of criticism, 
in Chief. The troops 
and raise the morale.

And that is what people have been saying they want. 
They want a balanced budget. And then they said they 
wanted it in seven years, when that became the argument.

But the questions — He's Commander 
are away. It's winter, and you go 
It's a good thing to do.

ROBERTS: No, no. I'm not saying that. But it helped.
It helped to be away while this was going on.

We'll talk about the
You get yours next. We'll be

ROBERTS: I think,
a good thing to get out of town. 
Mrs. Clinton's problems.

DONALDSON: We're back with our discussion. And this
week the budget talks broke up yet once again, and Speaker 
Gingrich, Republican leader of the House, who's been 
optimistic in public about reaching a deal, Cokie, turned 
pessimistic and said, well, this may go on till the 
election. Do you think he means it?

DONALDSON: Well, I guess I come down, and it's kind of 
half and half, but the bigger half is the politics of it. 
He has campaign film now which we will see over and over 
again, as you suggest. It tries to portray him in the 
light that he wants to be portrayed in. The 31 hours to go 
over there for four countries, in my view, did not buck up 
the troops that much.

ROBERTS: I think that the President finally managed to
do something that's put the Republicans in a box, which is 
that he finally came up with a seven-year balanced budget 
that has been scored by the Republicans' own economist. 
And the President now waves around his letter that says, 
you know, see, see, I'm legit.



George, does this go on till election day?DONALDSON:

WILL:

Right.ROBERTS:

Bob Dole needs one more vote in the Senate.DONALDSON:

And he will get it.WILL:

DONALDSON:

And right now people

Barbara, do you think it matters to the 
people in the country here?

I would assume so, because it started in 1789. 
This is an argument about how much government we want and 
how much we're willing to pay for it.

And by the way — not to bring Mrs. Clinton in again — 
however, in this book that she has written, she is for — 
I want to assume she talks with her husband — federally 
funded day care centers, or some funded, maybe not 
necessarily federal. She wants health insurance, universal 
health insurance. Medicare, for children. She wants the 
Head Start program to continue.

Americans have said that. And now Republicans are in an 
argument about priorities, and that's much tougher ground 
for them politically.

WILL: This is a headline. You have made news:
Clintons reveal themselves to be liberals.

WILL: The great continuity of American arguments is
exemplified right here. And I do think it will go on for 
the rest of this decade and it will be determined not by 
whether or not the President agrees to this in this month 
or that month, it depends on who controls Congress for the 
rest of the decade. And it depends on the fact whether 
the 1996 election produces the final vote needed for a 
Constitutional amendment to balance the budget. That will 
change the fiscal regime of the country.

WALTERS: I think that, you know, in Washington you
understand every nuance. I think when you get outside I 
don't think people really think seven years, six years, 
eight years.
I think what the President has now shown — and it goes 
back a little bit to those pictures in Bosnia — I care. 
I care about you. I'm not going to let people cut your 
health care. I'm not going to let people leave you out in 
the cold. That's the impression that's being given.

These are subjects that supposedly the Republicans were 
pushing away. This, the President and the First Lady are 
saying, we want this to continue.
seem to want (OFF-MIKE).



DONALDSON:

But it looks like he cares.WALTERS:

it looks like he cares.Well,DONALDSON:

If you talk about the overall pressure ...WALTERS:

WILL:

But Cokie ...DONALDSON:

But they come off ...WALTERS:

ROBERTS:

WALTERS:

That's certainly, but the polls have shownROBERTS:

The reality is the Republicans have won,

And look, my view is that the reactionROBERTS: No.

WALTERS: 
(OFF-MIKE)

But, Barbara, so many of those subjects 
won't get funded this year if we don't have a budget deal, 
if we just have
a continuing resolution at less than a hundred percent of 
what we have at the moment.

Cokie, could I just ask, even though the 
Republicans have won, is it not the feeling that they have 
been too strident, and that it looks as if the President 
has won?

The question is, the wars inside the battle.

After, Barbara, after 12 years of Reaganite-Bush 
terror, the President of the United States, first Democrat 
in 12 years, has agreed to, to use your phrase, cut 
Medicare $100 billion.

ROBERTS: Yes, I mean, the Republicans have basically
won this argument. And now you're arguing inside 
Republican parameters. But that is the big battle has 
been won by the Republicans.

DONALDSON: Cokie, let me ask you about the President's
news conference proposal that we go ahead and get a 
balanced budget deal now, and put off until after the 
election these structural changes in Medicaid and
Medicare. Will that fly?

ROBERTS: I think that some kind of deal, and we'll see
how it gets defined, will eventually happen because of 
Wall Street. Every time it looks like the deal's off, 
Wall Street gets awfully fluttery. The market drops, and 
if anybody ever gets up and stands up and says ''it is off 
for good,'' you're going to see something like October of 
1987, where the market drops precipitously.



DONALDSON:

He . .

Is that all that's there?DONALDSON:

But . .

The Iowa debate.DONALDSON:

He's raised
The Ford

Now let's talk about the Republicans, who 
would like to be in the White House, rather than the 
Democrats. Let's talk about Steve Forbes. I mean, he 
started in, this multi-millionaire publisher and threw a 
lot of money, and everyone laughed and said isn't he 
silly.

ROBERTS: It's mostly what's there. He has a flat-tax
message, which people like, although in the debate 
yesterday, fellow millionaire Morry Taylor started talking 
about how much he personally would make, or save by a flat 
tax, which gave you some sense of what Steve Forbes would 
make.

to that is going to be that people will continue to have 
Republicans in Congress to keep the breaks on, and 
probably a Democrat in the White House to make sure that 
they don't do too much. And that that's what people like 
here.

But it seems to me he's an entirely - Forbes is an 
entirely wholesome addition to this campaign, 
some ideas. You know, he has a lot of money.
Motor Company had a lot more money when it came out to try 
and merchandise the Edsel. People took a look at the Edsel 
and didn't like it. He's campaigning on the flat tax, and 
— as everyone in this town wants to ignore — he more 
than any other candidate is stressing term limits, the 
most popular political idea in America. No wonder he's 
prospering.

And now, suddenly, he is the man who is really charging 
against Bob Dole, the front-runner. And people are not 
saying isn't he silly, they're now calling him names, 
which means he's arrived. What do you make of this?

ROBERTS: He spent a lot of money. That's what we make
of it.

WILL: But as Forbes said, he has already spent 200
times what he would get from a flat tax to advertise the 
idea, which suggests there is a public-spirited motive 
here. The problem he poses for Phil Gramm and Lamar 
Alexander and the others is that the first step, if you're 
going to catch Bob Dole is to get to be second, and he now 
stands in the way of their achievement of becoming second.

DONALDSON: Well, we've invited to come on our show
next week. We don't know whether he'll accept it or not. 
Barbara, you know Steve Forbes.



budget.

Too busy to think about politics ...?WILL:

The biggest rival to Clinton is Clinton ...WALTERS:

WALTERS:

What kind of a president do you think he'd

WALTERS:

Primogenitor.ROBERTS:

(LAUGHTER)

That's right. Look for

(LAUGHTER)

We were moved by divine right, (OFF-MIKE).DONALDSON:

And he's rich.ROBERTS:

And nice.That you all know. He's a veryWALTERS:

and there were three other sons.
He has a large family of

No, worried — knowing that he's his own
I think that's what we're talking about ... 
Too worried that something could happen that 

would backfire.

DONALDSON:
make?

ROBERTS: 
worst enemy. 

WALTERS:

He's worried about Bosnia. He's worried about the 
He's worried about his own possible mistakes.

Let me tell you what kind of a person he is 
more, because we'll truthfully know what kind of president 
someone's going to make until he gets in there. He is 
very unassuming. He was left 51 percent of the magazine 
by his father, because he is the eldest son. Primogenitor.

WALTERS: So he
It's a very close-knit family.
daughters himself.

He is quite, unassuming, shy, and probably of all the Forbes 
brothers, the last one I would have thought would have run.

WALTERS: That's right,
changes in the estate tax.

Yes, yes.

WALTERS: Well, I just want to say one little addition
to George and Cokie. I asked a ''Democrat insider,'' 
which is the candidate that President Clinton worries 
about the most? And the answer was: President Clinton. 
He's not worried about any of these candidates, really, at 
this point, although Lamar Alexander might be the one, if 
he caught on, that he might worry about.

DONALDSON: But my question to you, Ms. Walters, which
I will not allow you to duck is — you know Steve Forbes.



pleasant fellow.

WALTERS: Oops.

Barbara, we noticed that she wore pants and

WALTERS:

To work, to (OFF-MIKE).WALTERS:

Some of us never do.ROBERTS:

Well, many most do.WALTERS:

(BREAK)

DONALDSON:

END
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TO:
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DONALDSON:
you didn't.

Our leader David Brinkley is recuperating 
from his recent operation in Florida. No fool he, given 
all this snow up here. And he tells us this morning he's 
feeling much better. Feeling so good that he plans to be 
back in this chair next week, to which we all say hurray.

Jill M. Blickstein 
Lisa M. Caputo 
Joseph W. Cerrell 
Steven A. Cohen 
Daniel P. Collins

This evening join Carol Simpson for the latest 
development in the news on WorldNews Sunday. Until next 
week, this is Sam Donaldson saying good-bye from all of us 
at THIS WEEK WITH DAVID BRINKLEY.

I did not wear pants because I was the 
interviewer and wearing a skirt showed, I think, respect. 
She is allowed to wear pants because she is the First 
Lady. I thought she looked just fine, and, as I have 
said, this is a different kind of First Lady. Most women 
in this country today wear pants.

DONALDSON: Thank you very much.

DONALDSON: And some of us always do. And on that
note, thank you very much and I've enjoyed. And Barbara, 
come back, come back. Good to see you. I'll be back in 
just a moment.

DONALDSON: We've come to the end and I've saved this
guestion. I'm going to come back to the very beginning, 
your discussion of Mrs. Clinton and your interview.
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From WAMU in Washington, I'm Diane Rehm.Q

Clinton, thanks for joining us.Mrs.

Thank you for

Q Always a pleasure.

MORE

INTERVIEW OF THE FIRST LADY 
CONDUCTED BY DIANE REHM

THE DIANE REHM SHOW 
WAMU RADIO

WASHINGTON,

Thank you, Diane.
I'm delighted to be here.

called It Takes a Village, and Other Lessons Children 
Ms. Clinton has been an advocate for children all her 
In her book she speaks her mind about child-rearing

I wondered, considering all the controversy that's 
been going on, whether at any point you considered canceling 
your tour.
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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is embarking on a 
tour to talk about the book she has written on children's 
issues,
Teach.
life.
topics from early education to teen pregnancy, and she also 
writes forcefully about what children need from the family 
and the broader community.

Mrs. Clinton herself has become the center of 
controversy in recent days with the release of documents 
related to her role in the matter of the White House Travel 
Office and her legal work for a failed Arkansas savings-and- 
loan.

MRS. CLINTON:
having me back.

She joins me in the studio to talk about It Takes a 
Village, and other issues on her mind and yours. Throughout 
the hour you can join us: (800) 433-8850, if you're calling
from around the country; here in the Washington area or from 
abroad, (202) 885-8850.
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Q And, of course, all the while you were planning 
this tour. Then emerge all these new details, and people -- 
some people -- actually speculated, "Well, of course she'll 
cancel her tour, because she doesn't want to be asked these 
other questions."

Q You take on some of the -- really, the most 
difficult issues -- regarding children, right from prenatal 
care, on through their intellectual development and the care 
for children, into the teenage years. Your policies sound -- 
I mean, when you talk about Head Start for all children, you 
talk about health care for all children -- those are really 
liberal visions, are they not, when you yourself describe 
yourself as really rather conservative?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, this book really tries to 
focus on what each of us can do in our various roles, 
starting with the home and the family. I think there's been 
a false debate pitting the family against the government, and 
rarely do we stand back and say, "There are many institutions 

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, not at all. You know, this book 
is about what I believe America should do for its children, 
and the idea of It Takes a Village is that each of us has a 
responsibility for the raising of our children. You know, 
that means maybe mentoring or tutoring a child, or trying to 
shield children from the violence and destructive information 
in our media, or, you know, maybe the importance of imparting 
values and standards in the home, in the school, in the 
church. I think there is something for each of us to do, and 
in my book I try to talk about some of the lessons that I 
have learned, over about 25 years, that I see working in 
people's lives to help our children.

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, of course not. You know, I 
expect to be asked questions. I must say, it's a little bit 
bewildering to me that these things would occur at the time 
when I want to start my book tour, but that's all part of it. 
It sort of goes with the territory, and, in an odd sort of 
way, maybe because of the interest and all of the storm over 
Whitewater, more people will pay attention to what I'm 
saying, and, when they work through what people are saying 
back and forth about Whitewater, they might say to 
themselves, "Well, you know, that'll be done and gone. It 
doesn't affect my life. Let's think about what we can do for 
our children, and let's maybe think about this book and some 
of the ideas it promotes."



3

CLINTON:

MORE

mother: 
just 15.

You know, I tell the story about, you know, trying 
to breast-feed Chelsea in the hospital in those first days of 
life, and I had read the books; I had had people show me what 
I was supposed to do; but I really didn't know what I was 
doing, and I needed some hands-on help.
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Q I was interested in what you wrote about your 
that, in fact, her mother had had her when she was

that actually have more of an impact on our children than the 
government does." Certainly the family is the most 
important, but every parent I know needs some help. I 
certainly do and did.

So I think there are ways in which, if we kind of 
cut through the political and ideological rhetoric and 
honestly ask what is best for children, yes, there's a role 
for government, but in my view it's a relatively minor role. 
There is a much bigger role not only for the family, but for 
business, which affects so dramatically how people live their 
lives and whether working parents are able to be both good 
parents and good workers. I think the media, more than any 
other single institution in our society, has affected how 
children are raised and how they see themselves and what they 
think of their futures. I think churches and synagogues and 
mosques and every other religious institution affect our 
children. And certainly, those child-oriented institutions, 
like schools and child-care centers, have a big role to play.

Q Does that -- excuse me -- does that mean that 
you would favor Michigan's doing away with no-fault divorce?

MRS. CLINTON: That's right. One of the other 
debates we've had, which I don't think is very useful, is, 
you know, who is a proper family; who has the right to raise 
children. I say very forthrightly in the book, I would wish 
that every family were stable and dependable under stress and 
that a mother and a father raised every child, and I think we 
should do some things, like making it more difficult to get 
divorced for families with children, in order to create a 
better situation, so that could occur. But --

So, yes, there is a role -- and I think we should 
define it carefully -- for government, but I believe there is 
a role for the rest of us, too.
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So I think any one of us, if we look honestly at 
our own families, knows there's no picture-perfect family. 
What's important is that the adults know what it takes to 
raise healthy, resilient children, and we do the best we can.
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So when my mother was, I think, 14, she left her 
grandparents' home and went to work taking care of someone 
else's children. She was able to finish high school, but it 
was a very difficult childhood.

And finally, her father, who then was about 25, did 
make a good decision on her behalf, which was to get her out 
of the family environment, but he sent her and her little 
sister to California from Chicago, on a train, alone, and 
when I first heard that story I could not believe it. To 
think about, you know, my child, at 8, taking care of a 
three-year-old little sister, being alone on a train -- 
unfortunately, the destination was not what one would hope. 
Her grandparents were very severe, very rigid and 
arbitrary -- again, I think any fair reading would be 
"mistreated," both my mother and her sister.

But what I was saying about my mother - - and I 
write about this in the book, and it was one of the things 
that I really had to think carefully about and ask her 
permission, because she is also a very private person -- but 
I wanted to make the point that -- she had a very difficult 
childhood: a 15-year-old mother, a 17-year-old father. They
were married, but that was a mere formality. They were 
immature, not ready for parenthood, very neglectful of her. 
When she was 5, she had a little sister. Her little sister 
was mistreated.

MRS. CLINTON: Not at this point. What I would 
favor is what I call braking mechanisms and required 
education and counseling for couples with children, 
that divorce will continue. I do believe that we're starting 
to see it level off, as the results of divorce on children 
are honestly evaluated, but I believe that we could do more 
to encourage couples to weather some of the difficulties in 
marriage that are inevitable in any marriage that I'm aware 
of, with more information about what divorce does for kids.

There was a myth in the '70s and '80s that, you 
know, a bad marriage was, you know, worse than a good 
divorce. Well, we now know that most divorces are not good 
for children.
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And in that chapter, "It Takes a Shovel," I tell 
the story of how, when Chelsea was about 6, it was the first 
time she was really old enough, beginning to read, to follow 
politics, although her father had been in politics since her 

And Bill and I decided that it would be unfair to her 
not to bring her in as as much of a participant as a child 
could be, so that she wouldn't hear things or pick up things 
from someone else.

We actually staged little mock debates, where I 
would say, "Chelsea, I want you to pretend to be your daddy 
and say why you should be governor again," and, you know, she 
didn't know what to say. She'd say, "I'm Bill Clinton, and 
I'm trying to help people, so please vote for me." Then I'd 
say, "Well, now your daddy's going to be one of his 
opponents," and Bill would say, "Bill Clinton's a terrible 
person. He is mean to people," and Chelsea would say, 
"That's not true," and I said, "Well, honey, that's what's 
going to happen."

Q First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is with me, 
and we do invite your calls: (800) 433-8850, or here in the
Washington area, (202) 885-8850.

In a chapter you call "The Best Tool You Can Give a 
Child is a Shovel," you talk about how you've equipped 
Chelsea for dealing with criticism of her parents. Talk 
about that and how hard that has been for her.

So we started at the dinner table to say to her 
that an election was happening, explained it to her in terms 
a g-year-old could understand, and then tell her that, in 
elections, people say things about each other that are not 
very nice, sometimes, even mean, and I remember her eyes just 
getting wide and welling up with tears, like "Why would 
anybody do that," because, of course, we had always told her 
that, you know, she should tell the truth and all that we 
thought was important. And it was very difficult, but I am 
so grateful we did it.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, it has been hard, and I'm very 
grateful to my parents, because people ask me, sometimes, how 
I get through what I get through on a daily basis, and I give 
my parents enormous credit for really giving me the tools 
that I needed.
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has been part of every, you know, experience we've had. We 
ask her, if she has any questions, to come to us. So that's 
one of the shovels we've tried to give her.

Q In the last week or so, there have been some 
questions raised about whether you actually wrote the book. 
Yesterday, Maureen Dowd commented that Barbara Feinman, who 
Simon & Schuster apparently paid a certain amount of money, 
felt bad that somehow she had not been acknowledged, 
extent did she help you on this book?

Q And now, if we can, let's turn to Whitewater. 
A number of people have wondered in the last several days 
whether you might actually offer to go before Senator 
D'Amato's committee and talk about Whitewater. Will you do

MRS. CLINTON: Well, she was one of a number of 
people who helped me. As I say in the acknowledgements, it 
took a village to write this book. She helped me in the 
early stages to -- she conducted conversations with me so 
that I could get my ideas out, and then they were 
transcribed. She offered suggestions. I appreciated her 
help. She really didn't help much beyond August, and the 
bulk of the book was really written from August forward -- 
from September forward.

There were so many people who contributed to this 
book that, when the list got to be about 60 people and was 
still growing, I thought, "I'm sure to leave somebody out," 
and there were people who helped me a great deal, but there 
were also people, like those who helped me in the past 25 
years, who in many ways were even more influential in this 
book. I thought the safest thing to do was not acknowledge 
anyone by name, but to acknowledge, in general and by 
categories, everyone who helped me, because I could never 
have done this book without the help I was able to receive.

But I am grateful for her help, as I am for the 
superb editor I had at Simon & Schuster, Becky Salitan. I 
started a list of everybody I wanted to acknowledge, and in 
my life I have contact with so many people. I sent drafts of 
chapters to friends to read and comment and criticize. I, 
you know, stopped people. I called people. I remember, when 
Daniel Goldman's book, Emotional Intelligence, came out, it 
was right down the alley of what I was thinking. In fact, he 
sent me an early galley of it. I called and had
conversations with him.
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"Yes, the
That committee won't release

the fundamental facts have not changed, 

money.

fact put a great many of these questions to rest if you were 
to volunteer to go up to Senator D'Amato's committee and tell 

your story?

Now, after four years and $4 million, that 
independent study says, indeed, we were telling the truth. 
The committee won't release that, either. So we're in a very 
difficult position, because we are asked questions that are 
not wholly within our knowledge. We try to answer them the 
best way we can, then the ground shifts, the questions 
change, and we're asked new questions.

Nobody wants this over with more than I do. I was 
delighted when those documents showed up. I want everybody 
to know everything, because, frankly, there's a lot about 
this I don't remember. It happened 10, 11 years ago. I've 
done the best I can.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, you know, Diane, I have said 
repeatedly that I will cooperate in any way at all, and if 
there were an opportunity, when I thought that the 
partisanship was not there, when the questions were ones that 
you could predict -- they weren't, you know, just coming out 
of left field -- certainly I would consider that. I would 
consider anything to bring this matter to a close.

But I also believe that what we have here is a 
repeat of what has gone on for the last four years, because 

' - ’ -l-- 7-J. We said we lost
It took four years and an independent study by the 

RTC -- that cost, I think, $4 million --to say, "Yes, the 
Clintons did not lose money."
that study.

Then there was an allegation that we somehow were 
channeled money, either to us personally or through the 
President's gubernatorial campaigns, from Madison Savings and 
Loan. We said, "Absolutely not." Now, we did not have any 
documents in our possession to prove that. All we could say 
was the truth. It did not happen.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, it may come to that. I don't 
But I think that it would be very helpful if we had an 

atmosphere where what the committee knows was better 
available to the public. Where are the RTC reports that 
verify what the President and I have said for four years?

delighted when those documents showed up.

It happened 10, 11 years ago. 
I will continue to do that.
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And so, part of my dilemma is,

MORE
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Q With all due respect, it would seem to me that 
listeners hearing that comment might say, "Well, there's 
Hillary Clinton being a lawyer again."

Now, if I have made mistakes in the way we have 
handled this, as opposed to, you know, what I've done, but in 
how it has been handled, I am the first to admit that. You 
know, I did not understand a lot of what would be expected, 
and I have paid a price for that, but what I have said 
repeatedly has been truthful.
how do I get a fair chance?

MRS. CLINTON:
You know, I was a lawyer for 20 years, 
lawyer.
position.

That's one of my problems, Diane. 
I think like a

That is not often the best thing for somebody in my
I recognize that.

You know, when this first started four years ago, 
and they said to us, "You did not lose money in that real 
estate deal," and we said, "Yes, we did." They said, "Prove 
it." We said, "Well, based on the documents we have, here's 
what we can prove," and in fact we showed what we had.

Q In the last few days, it has been reported a

And then we were told, "Well, that's not good 
enough. You have to, you know, prove that you didn't take 
money from somebody else." Well, we couldn't disprove it 
other than by saying truthfully, "We did not do that." So 
this has been a tragedy, if not a comedy, of back and forth 
all the time.

But I also know that there are many things at stake 
here, and if everything could come out -- you know, if this 
were a fair inquiry instead of a partisan inquiry, as I think 
it has now unfortunately taken that direction, there would 
have been a press conference holding up those reports which 
said we had told the truth. I find it -- I mean I want the 
truth to come out.

It would be very helpful if we could have a very 
honest attempt to get to the real truth, not the 
gamesmanship, not the gotcha stuff that, you know, somebody 
says the word, "is," and somebody says the word, "are," and 
there's a conflict, when the bottom line is there is no 
conflict. So I will do whatever it takes to continue to try 
to get this matter resolved.
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that?

CLINTON:

So I
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But the New York Times was getting documents; they 
were getting stories; they were getting, you know, 
accusations from other people. So when they would ask us a 
follow-up question, we would have to say, "We don't know 
anything about that," and then they would say, "Well, then, 
maybe you can't answer our questions." And of course we 
later were able to prove that what we said was truth, but at 
the time, all we could do was to say what we knew.

MRS. CLINTON: Yes, David did, and I certainly 
understood why he gave us that advice, and I have a very high
regard for him. David was not with us in the '92 campaign.
We actually did that with the New York Times. We took every
document we had -- which, again I have to say, were not many.
We laid them all out.

We were concerned about the same problem. We only 
have what we know. We have no responsibility for the Madison 
Savings and Loan's conduct during the years in question. We 
have no responsibility for what Mr. McDougall when we were 
passive investors. We could not answer questions, 
don't think it would have put the matter to rest.

number of times that, early on in the administration, David 
Gergen, advisor to President Clinton, advised you both to go 
to the Washington Post, lay out all the documents, and just 
put it all out on the table. Number one, did he advise you 

And number two, do you now think maybe that would have 
been a good idea?

So this has not been an easy matter for us to 
respond to, and maybe we, you know, have missed some chances. 
But, looking back on it, I think there were reasons why 
people kept asking questions even when we couldn't answer 
them. That's why I think this matter should be left to the 
special counsel to resolve.

That's why we have a special counsel. They have 
subpoena power. They can get documents we could not get. 
They can put people under oath. We thought this whole matter 
would be left to the special counsel, and instead we now have 
congressional inquiries that are kind of doing the same thing 
that we hoped to avoid, you know, telling half the story, not 
telling the whole story.
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and the Travel Office affair?

think that

$60,000.

MORE

We didn't have the 
When we finally went

Q So are you saying, as you sit here, that you are 
considering volunteering to go up to Capitol Hill and speak 
before Senator D'Amato's committee?

Diversified Deporting Services, Inc.
918 16th STREET, N.W. SUITE 803

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006

(202) 296-2929

Q Which is why it comes back once again to the 
idea of voluntary testimony before that Senate committee.

I'm considering everything, 
(Laughter.) I mean

MRS. CLINTON:
including going to the South Pole.

I also believe that I sometimes -- again, this may 
be my lawyerly training -- I always tried to answer the 
question I was asked. Then people later come back and say, 
"Well, but she should have answered an additional question, 
or she should have known we would have asked that, even 
though we didn't ask it." That has been something that, if I 
could have maybe foreseen everything everybody wanted to 
know, even if they didn't ask it, that might have helped, as 
well.

We originally, for example, thought we had lost 
That was just our best guess.

time to stop and go through everything, 
through everything, and when the RTC went through everything, 
we lost a little over $40,000. So someone could say, "Oh, 
she said 60 first, and then it turned out to be 40," when we 
were acting in good faith both times.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, as I have said and will say 
again, if that is the kind of cooperation that is needed to 
end this matter, I am more than willing to do whatever it 
takes.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, with respect to Whitewater, I 
-- I'm not sure we could have done this, but we 

were always answering questions on the fly, especially during 
the '92 Presidential campaign, and we answered them the best 
we could, but then something else would come up.

But we didn't stop everything in the middle of a 
Presidential campaign to prove how much we lost. We knew we 
had lost money. That was the fundamental fact, and that has 
never changed. So maybe if we could have figured out how to 
stop things and take more time to answer questions, we might 
have avoided some things.
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everything is on my plate to be considered.

In Arlington,

Clinton.CALLER: Mrs.

CLINTON:MRS.

Q All right, Oliver. Thanks.

Q And to Amy in D.C., you're on the air.

MORE

the hour, you're listening to 
a lot of callers, Mrs.

800-433-8850, or here in

I'm concerned, though, about the effect that the 
constant visualizations of sex and violence have on our
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As a 21-year-old youngster, I cast my first vote 
for Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, and by chance, I knew 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and Hillary Clinton, you are no Eleanor 
Roosevelt.

Virginia, Oliver, you're on the air.

Yes, sir.

CALLER: Mrs. Clinton, I applaud your new book, and
I'm looking forward to the good that will come from it. I 
certainly appreciate you and your husband's compassion for 
children and families. Our country's tendency to elect and 
then tear down our leaders truly distresses me.

CALLER: I believe you are perfectly capable of
standing on your own two feet and defending yourself, but 
President Clinton and the national media are seeking to hide 
you behind Eleanor Roosevelt and make you Eleanor the Second. 
I think this strategy is not complimentary to you, and it is 
not a strategy of truth.

Q And at 29-1/2 past 
the Diane Rehm Show. We've got 
Clinton. Let's open the phones, 
the Washington area, 202-885-8850.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, Oliver, I've never said I was, 
and I cannot imagine anyone for whom I have higher regard 
than Mrs. Roosevelt, but I do think it's fair to say that she 
engendered quite a lot of controversy and criticism. Her 
husband gave her a job during the war, and congressional 
opposition drove her from that job. So, although I make 
absolutely no claim to in any way approach the model and the 
work that she did, I do believe that there are some 
similarities that historians have pointed out.
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CLINTON:

i

(Interruption to interview.)

MORE

(

I'm Diane Rehm, along with First 
We'll try to take just as many 

Join us on 800-433-8850 or
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Q Welcome back.
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
calls as we can through the hour. 
202-885-8850.

Mrs. Clinton, we talked earlier about those shovels 
that you provided to Chelsea early on as to handle the kind 
of comments and questions that might come her way. How about 
you? What are you using for inner strength? What kind of

I also think parents and groups representing 
parents need to band together to issue ratings about what 
programs are appropriate for children, in anticipation of 
what I hope will be a V chip that will allow parents to 
control what their children can actually watch on television.

I am not at all opposed to parents and other 
groups, on their own, exercising their First Amendment rights 
to boycott certain advertisers and programming which they 
believe is harmful to children. I cannot stress too much 
that, if I could do one thing to help children in our 
country, it would be to change what they see in the media, 
day in and day out.

Q We are going to take just a short break, and 
when we come back, we'll take more of your calls for First 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, so stay with us.

youth, the visualizations that are constantly pushed on us by 
today's movies, videos, records, soap operas, and television 
programs. It seems so hypocritical to me that certain 
politicians and do-gooders rail against violence and babies 
having babies as though they and today's climate have nothing 
to do with it, and I just wonder what you would say we can do 
to prevent some of the garbage from bombarding our children.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, Amy, thank you for.asking that 
question. I write about this in the book, in a chapter 
called, "Seeing Is Believing," because I believe that our 
children are being damaged by what they see, particularly on 
television, starting at a very early age. I recommend there 
that parents start turning off the television sets, and by 
that I mean start with an evening and think of other things 
to do with your children. Put some restrictions on what 

children can see.
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be,

in

the air.

Good morning. I'm so glad you took myCALLER:
call.

Thank you very much, Peter.CLINTON:MRS.

MORE
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And I just wanted to say that I also think that you 
may not be Eleanor Roosevelt, but you are a revolutionary 
First Lady, and I hope you'll be the First Lady for four more 
years, and thanks so much, on Martin Luther King Day, for all 
that you've done for civil rights for all Americans, and we 
do appreciate it. I'm 26, and the 20-something crowd really 
likes the Clintons, and we're going to help reelect the 
Clintons.

Lady. I
said by D'Amato and his allies and listen to how it is said, 
I think it's easy to see an orchestrated effort to demonize 
the Clintons and to score political points.

So the shovels that I have, in addition to a very 
positive upbringing with good discipline and a lot of love 
and expectations, are my religious faith, which has really 
helped me enormously throughout my life, but particularly in 
the last several years. I also read a lot of literature and

I start the shovel chapter talking about Nelson
I will never face what he faced, but each of us, 

own way, faces challenges.

history.
Mandela. 
our

Q Sure.

a great big ugly man came up and tied his horse to me." 
You know, things happen to you no matter how hard you're 
trying and no matter how, you know, you're trying to treat 
people and the like.

Q 800-433-8850.

One thing that really did help me, that I also 
write about, was a phrase in a book about the parable of the 
prodigal son, written by Honore Nouin (phonetic), a Jesuit 
priest, and there was this one phrase that leapt out at me. 
It's called the "discipline of gratitude." You know, no 
matter how hard times get for me or for anyone, there is so 
much to be grateful for, and that may be the greatest gift 
you can give a child.

CALLER: It's an honor to speak with the First
think that if folks will just watch what is being

Peter in Dallas, Texas, you're on
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Thanks.CALLER:

And to Beara in

Good morning.CALLER:

CALLER:

I think it's very,

Q Thank you.

MORE
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Q Hi.

MRS. CLINTON: Beara, I think that's the most 
important question my book addresses, because I agree with 
you that so much of what happens in a child's life happens in 
the first three years, and there are many things I think can 
be done.

I also believe parents often need help in educating 
their own children. Although a parent is a child's first 
teacher, I believe there are program -- and again, I write 
about them -- that I've been involved in that can help 
parents know how to teach their children. There isn't any 
better investment we could make as a nation in helping 

Mrs. Clinton, I would just like to say how 
gratifying it is to have an honest, intelligent, strong 
advocate for children in the White House. I think it's very, 

very necessary.

I would like to speak to early childhood education. 
I believe so strongly that, before kids get to school, their 
lives and their emotions and their intelligence levels are 
pretty much determined, and a lot of that is ignored by our 
educational establishment and parents in general. I wonder 
if you could speak to how we could rectify that, maybe 
through parent education or any other thing that we could 
possibly come up with. Thank you again.

I write in the book about what we have learned 
about brain development that I was surprised by, and I think 
a lot of parents would be, and how important it is to talk to 
your baby from the moment that baby is born. Many parents 
don't know that, but it is building that vocabulary that 
really helps prepare a child for learning. Reading to a 
child, even if a parent is not a good reader. The child 
doesn't know. It's the experience of reading that is so 
important.

Q Peter, thanks for calling. 
Baltimore, you're on the air.
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parents become their child's first teachers.

air.

Thank you, Diane.CALLER:

I only get to call in

there.

I think

that.

MORE

Q Probably all sold out already, but it will be 
Check back.

Q Sure.

Q Well, I'm glad to have you.
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CALLER:
First Lady.

I have a question and a comment for the 
. The question, about her new book, I tried to 

find it in the bookstores on Saturday and couldn't find it.

Q In Kensington, Maryland, Russell, you're on the

CALLER: I love your show,
when it's a federal holiday, though.

The first is that society doesn't really support 
You know, there's a state trooper in Maryland who, 

under the Family and Medical Leave Act, took leave to try to 
take care of his newborn because his wife had had a very 
difficult pregnancy, and he was only given 10 days, even 
though, under the law, he was entitled to much more time, 
because the attitude was, you know, "That's not men's work, 
and so get back to your real work."

So, under leave laws, particularly the one that the 
President signed, where at least some employees are eligible, 
we can begin to change the attitude about our society's

CALLER: I hope so. But my question was, what sort
of public policy would the First Lady advocate to make it 
easier for men to be more involved in rearing their children, 
especially in the very early years from birth to two or three 
years of age, when it seems to me that women get to spend 
most of the quality time with children.

MRS. CLINTON: Russell, I love that question, and I 
actually write about it in the book, in a chapter called, 
"Kids Are an Equal Employment Opportunity," because I firmly 
believe fathers need to be more involved in the raising of 
their children, especially during the early years, 
there are two big obstacles.
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feelings concerning fathers.

us,

You

CLINTON:

2:00 a.m.

And then, when they get older, peers have to be

MORE
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Most parents, I believe, support the idea of sex 
education, but feel a little bit squeamish about it, and I 
think it needs to be both in the home and in the school and 
in other institutions, including religious institutions, 
community institutions, so that we kind of demystify sex and 
make it part of the life cycle at an appropriate, responsible 
stage.

But I think there are less tangible obstacles. I 
would have to admit that many women are not encouraging of 
their husbands' to be involved in child rearing, and I had to 
really learn this, because, you know, men don't always do it 
the way that you want it done, and, you know, the diaper may 
fall off, or, you know, there may be a stomach ache the next 
day because junk food was fed instead of what you think 
should have been eaten.

So I think women -- us, we, mothers -- have to 
lighten up a little, because helping to create that 
relationship between a father and his children is one of the 
greatest gifts a mother can give a child.

Q Thanks for calling. And you know as well as I 
that one in four children now born out of wedlock, 
recommend abstinence for young people until age 21. 
Nevertheless, you do recommend sex education. What's the 
line there? What's the balance, and how do we encourage kids 
to think about sex as something for adults, as opposed to 
children?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think if we leave the media 
in the role of teaching our children, then we're not going to 
reverse these statistics, because sex is presented in an 
unrealistic and often totally irresponsible way. You don't 
see the follow-up to jumping into bed with the baby crying at 

in the morning, and so there's a lot of really 
unfortunate messages our children get.

That can only happen if, when children are very 
young, their questions are answered; they're given, you know, 
straight talk; they're taught how to say no; they're given 
the feeling that parenting is a gift that they need to 
exercise responsibly.
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In Newport News, Jay, you're on the air.Q

Good morning.CALLER:

Q Hi.

How are you doing, Mrs. Clinton?CALLER:

I'm fine.CLINTON:MRS.

You know, much of the talk in the last few years

MORE

to do under adult supervision than just wander 
the video arcades.

given tools to support each other in saying no to early 
sexual activity, and adults have to give young teenagers 
other things
the malls or
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However, one thing that really is not on this 
subject, one thing that I am really concerned with that's 
happening in this country, is what the corporations in this 
country are doing. Specifically, I'm talking about the 
40,000 people who were laid off just recently at AT&T. It 
seems in this country what we come down to is the corporate 
bottom line. There is no compassion in this country anymore 
for the workers of this country. How can you raise children 
in this country when you can't have a job?

CALLER: Let me say, first of all, that that
D'Amato character, he is a nasty individual, and I do hope 
that you get through this. Being in public office must be 
awful, having to, so to speak, air all your dirty linen in 
public, and I have a lot of sympathy for both you and your 
husband. I think that you've both done a very good job. I 
wish you well for your book.

MRS. CLINTON: Jay, I think you've asked what will 
be the most important issue, politically and economically, in 
the next couple of years, and again, I've written about it in 
a chapter in my book called, "Every Business Is a Family 
Business."

And in each of my chapters, I have a little 
aphorism, and here's the one for this chapter. "The Golden 
Rule does not mean that gold shall rule." I believe that if 
business leaders do not understand that they have a 
responsibility to the social stability of our country and, 
particularly, working families, I fear for our future.
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CLINTON:MRS.
Diane. You know, one of sort of the undercurrents of this 
series of questions about us is that I somehow must have used

that. I mean, we feel lucky to nave our neaicn, 
despite all the slings and arrows of public life,

MORE

am 
has

legal bills you're facing.

Well, that is apparently true, 

Diversified Reporting Services, Inc.
918 16th STREET, N.W. SUITE 803

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006

(202) 296-2929

my law practice inappropriately, to make money for my family. 
Well, as I have said, if I intended to do that, which I 
certainly did not, I didn't do a very good job of it. We do 
not have many financial resources, but we don't care about 
that. I mean, we feel lucky to have our health, and we, 
dpqnite all the slings and arrows of public life, enjoy and 

financially, Mrs. Clinton.

appreciate this opportunity.

But given the legal bills that we are running up, 
we certainly, on paper, are bankrupt.

Q How will you address that?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, you know, we have a legal 
expense fund, and many Americans have contributed to that, 
for which I'm very grateful, but ultimately, you know, I was 
raised to believe you pay your debts. We've paid every loan 
we've ever had. We've paid every credit obligation we've 
ever had. And when we're able to make money again, we will 
pay off every penny that we owe. I, you know, couldn't live 
with myself if I didn't. But I do think it's kind of a sad 
commentary about what's going on today.

consumers
incomes, ------------ ----  --
bought, and the entire economy will not grow,

have al--  --
democracy.

Q I'd be interested in your own outlook
financially, Mrs. Clinton. Money magazine has reported you 
and your husband are going to be bankrupt because of all the

has been all of the problems government has caused, and I 
not an apologist for government. I think that government 
done a lot of things right, but it has also done things 
wrong, and those need to be corrected. I want a conversation 
about'what business has done right and wrong and what 
business could do better to help families, and I have some 
specific suggestions about that in this chapter.

But I agree with you that if we do not have our 
business leaders understanding that workers are also 

and if workers don't have stable jobs and rising 
then all of our goods and services will not be 
   _  , and we will

two-tier society, which is not good for children or a
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CLINTON:

the hour, you're

Are you still there,

Thank you.CALLER:

Thank you very much, and good morning.CALLER:

Q Good morning.

CALLER:

MORE

Q And it could mean -- sort of signal -- the 
future for other incumbents of the White House.

Q And at 10 minutes before 
listening to The Diane Rehm Show.

First of all, I really want to applaud 
Mrs. Clinton for your work, your courage, and your strong 
leadership as a woman, an intelligent, independent thinker. 
And I hope my two daughters are able to lead in the same way 
you do.
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MRS. CLINTON: Well, if anyone is in public life 
today, they are certainly more of a target than any time in 
our history for legal cases being brought, for accusations 
being made. And if you stop and think about what that does 
to the capacity of the people to perform their jobs, you 
know, it is kind of discouraging. I want to see a return to, 
you know, more of a sense of trust in our society, giving 
each other the benefit of the doubt. Everybody makes 
mistakes, but that doesn't mean people intentionally do 

little and let people
I think we can build a

Q Thanks for waiting.

Yes, I'm here.

Patricia is on a car phone. 
Patricia?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, Patricia, in the book I talk a 
lot about my own mother-in-law's marriage, which was very 
violent. And she did divorce her husband and then remarried

wrong. We ought to just lighten up a 
live their lives, and then, together, 
better society.

My question -- I'm a mental-health professional, 
and my question, Mrs. Clinton -- I haven't read your book 
yet, but my question is, what do you propose as a solution to 
violent marriages, where children are victims, and spouses 
are victims, and parents are unable or unwilling to get help, 
and social services are unable to protect the children? And 
how can you discourage divorce in those situations?
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Q And Randy, in Dallas, quick question, please.

Methodist Church.

Thanks. I'll hang up and listen on the radio.

Q Thank you.

CLINTON:

MORE
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that, yes.
But I think

him, out of pity, and I don't think that was a very good 
decision. I certainly understand situations, particularly 
where there is abuse and violence, where divorce is 
absolutely necessary, and probably should be taken sooner 
instead of later, to remove both the children and the spouse 
from a very violent environment.

As a mental-health professional, I know you know 
that we do not have enough services for families who need 
counseling, and that often can make a huge difference in 
someone's life. So, again, I would urge that we try to 
provide help for people who are trying to help themselves.

So I think that that's one approach: 
where there's violence, let's move on divorce, 
there's a bigger problem, and that is, we still don't take 
abuse seriously enough in our country. I think that we have 
overburdened our social-welfare system in trying to make 
difficult decisions about abuse, trying to reunify families 
when, actually, there's not a family to reunify. So when 
abuse occurs with respect to children, I believe that you 
should move quickly to remove the children, criminally 
prosecute every adult involved, both the perpetrators and 
those who were accessories. I believe that we have to move 
more quickly to make a decision whether children should be 
returned to a home or freed for adoption, and I advocate that 
we should literally view the numbers of children -- about 
100,000 -- in our foster-care system, who are eligible to be 
adopted but are left in limbo, as a national emergency, and 
do everything it takes to find new homes for those children.

MRS. CLINTON: Randy, they've had a very big effect 
on me. You know, trying to do all the good that I can do was 
drummed into me at a very early age. And, you know, I wrote 
about religion in my book. Some people urged me not to; they

CALLER: Yes. Ms. Clinton, I really respect you.
Both my wife and I are student-ministers in the United 

We wanted to know how John Wesley's 
teachings and Methodism itself has informed your life and 
your approach to policy.



22

or,

CLINTON: /•

MORE

And that's a real challenge for me, many days, but 
I try to practice what I was taught.
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And so, in my chapter about religion, I talk about 
how I was raised in my church, the experiences I had, and how 
important it was as a basis, both for dealing with life's 
challenges, but also understanding where I stood in the 
world, and not to feel any sense of superiority because I was 
lucky enough to be born a privileged white girl in America in 
the middle 20th century, but to realize that, you know, part 
of what God's mission for all of us is to relate more to one 
another, to love each other.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, they may, but in a political 
campaign, unlike in the sort of daily back-and-forth of 
public service, you can focus people's attention, and, if 
worst comes to worst, you can pay to advertise what the facts 
are. I don't think 10 percent of the American public know 
that an independent investigation, run by an independent law 
firm, headed by a Republican former U.S. attorney, found that 
we were telling the truth. Well, if people want to accuse us

said, you know, "That's not an issue that has broad public 
appeal," or, you know, "You'll say something that will 
alienate somebody." But I don't think we can talk about 
what's happening in America today without talking about our 
spiritual challenges.

Q Mrs. Clinton, you and your husband will be 
moving into high gear as the campaign heats up. On that 
point, have your actions in the past three years, do you 
believe, helped or hindered your husband's chances for 
reelection?

Q But the questions remain, and, as you say, the 
questions keep coming, and I'm sure, in the campaign, his 
political opponents will make a large issue of you.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I hope that they have not 
hindered my husband's chances, because, not only do I love my 
husband, but I think he's been a very good president in a 
difficult time for our country. And I believe, if what I 
have done is truthfully and factually conveyed to the 
American public, the American public is fundamentally fair, 
and they will judge me on what I have done, and they will 
judge my husband on what he has done, and that's all anyone 
can ask for.
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David Watkins and his testimony,

Q What form did that concern take?

Q And to whom did you say that?

CLINTON:

memo

MORE

Q Why do you think that he has said what he has 
said, somehow casting doubt on your version of things?

of things that are not true, then we will make sure that the 
truth gets out.

Well, the best that I remember, it 
What is happening?"

Well, as I have said"repeatedly, I 
the stories of financial

mismanagement in the White House Travel Office.

Q What about 
expected this week?
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Well, I had two conversations with
I had a few conversations with Vince Foster. 

And I did not seek out Mr. Watkins. He called me, at Mr. 
Foster's suggestion, to tell me that an accounting firm had 
been engaged to investigate these reports that I and others 
had expressed concern about. And I said, "That sounds like a 
good idea."

You know, Diane, one of the things I have learned 
is that, before I came to the White House, I dealt with 
people in a very direct way. If something was on my mind, I 
said it. That is an entirely different environment, and the 
mere expression of concern could be, I guess, taken to mean 
something more than it was meant to.

MRS.
Mack McLarty.

MRS. CLINTON:
was "I have heard these stories.

But I in no way directed any particular action to 
be taken.

MRS. CLINTON:
expressed concern about

Q First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton -- her new 
book is called It Takes a Village. Thank you so much for 
joining us. It was a pleasure.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think, if you read his 
and I will, you know, obviously listen to what he 

says --he doesn't say I directly told him anything. He says 
that, you know, the fact that I expressed concern had an 
impact on him.
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MRS. CLINTON: Thank you very much, Diane.

Thanks for listening. I'm Diane Rehm.

For

our

From Washington, D.C., this is TheANNOUNCER:
Diane Rehm Show.

Cassettes of this program are available, 
information, call (202) 885-1200.
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Q Tuesday on The Diane Rehm Show, we examine a new 
approach to solve the shortage of human organs for 
transplants, using pigs. Then we begin a regular feature on 
the media, with Howard Kurtz, of the Washington Post. And 
Colleen McCullough, author of The Thorn Birds, talks about 
her latest novel on the women in the life of Julius Caesar. 
That's all coming up Tuesday on The Diane Rehm Show.

If you'd like to write us with your comments, 
e-mail address is drehm@wamu.brandywine.american.edu.

Q Dorsey Bacon and Carol Beach, Sandra Pinkard and 
Dorothy Buckhagen, produced the program. Jada White's been 
on the phones for us. Bruce Youngblood and Toby Shriner are 
the engineers.


