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MISSION STATEMENT

DISCOVERY is a private, non-profit childran's museum designed to provide enjoyable
leaming experiences for southern Nevada residents and visitors.

DISCOVERY presents exhibits and programs that are geared to the emotional, physical
and intsllectual perspective of the child; they are designed to stimulate thought,
imagination and understanding; and to expand perception through participation. The
primary focus for exhibits is in the areas of the arts, sclences, and humanitles. The
majority of the Museum's exhibits and programs are designed Tor fullest participation
and understanding for children ages 6-12. To address the needs of younger and older

children, the Museum develops speclalized programe and exhibits geared to earty
learners and adolescerts.

etween child and adult, providing an opportunity for them to share a epecial learning.
experience through the joy of discovery. The Museum is centrally [Gcatedfor sasy
access from all areas of Las Vegas, and is committed to serving children and farnilies

from economically and culturally diverse backgrounds.

){‘ﬁe participatory nature of the Museum'’s exhibits and programs encourages interaction
b

(g pubtic i vl
(L e



OCT-28 96 14:15S FROM: TO: 94562239 PRGE : 14

333 Las Veges 8ivd. Nonth
A3 Vegos, Nevada 89101
702 3892 3445 - Fex 362 0592

MUSEUM HISTORY

Lied Discovery Children's Museum was founded as a private, non-profit educational
institution in 1984 by the Allled Arts Coundil and the Junior League of Las Vegas. Prior
to-opening,—a-study-on potsntial interest and support by residents of Las Vegas was
commissioned and completed in 1985. The Board of Trusteea of the Museum and
interested volunteers developed the mission statement and a pian for the Museum,
raised funds, and purchasad exhibits which were set up at temporary sites around the
Las Vegas Valley.

The bond issue authorizing the building of the Las Vegas Clark County Library and
Discovery Museum in 1985 gave the Mussum a permanent home, which opensd its
doors to tha public in 1980. Museum staff and Board members continue to work with
iAdviduals and corporations locally and nationally to solicitfunds to develop state-of-
the-art exhibits and programs to anhance educational and cuitural opportunities for the
chiidren of southem Nevada.

MUSEUM FEATURES

Over 100 hands-on exhibits in the Arts, Sciences and Humanities
22,000 square fest of Exhibit Space
An eight-story tall Sclence Tower
Special Demonstrations and Actvitles
Weekend and Vacation Workshops
Museum Gift Shop
Voiunteer Opportunities
Job Training Program for Teens
Birthday Parties
Facility Rental
Museum Membership Opportunities
Oonor Recognition Wall
Museum Snack Area
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Annual Attendance: 160,000 ](
Year opened to the publie: 1890
Annual Operating Budget: $1,000,000
Number of Stafl: 13 tull-time
25 part-time
26 volunteers
Executive Director: Suzanne LaBlanc
Director of Exhibits: Mel Nishiuchi
Olrector of Development: Alan J. Lipsky
Director of Visitor & Support Services: Doresn Banoli
Public Afialrs Coordinator: Emily Newberry
Controller: Keith Keller
Exhibit Space: 22,000 square fest on two floors

Number of Exhibits;

Public Hours:

Admission Feas:

Over 100 exhibits In the arts, sclencas and
humanities

School Year Hours (Sept.-May)
Wed.-Sat. 10am-5pm; Sun. noon-Spm;
Closed Mon. & Tues. except school
holidays

Summer Houre (June, July, Aug.)
Tues.-Sat. 10am-Spm; Sun. noon-5pm;
Closed Mon. except school holidays

$6 adults

$4 seniors, military, students 12-17
$3 children 3-11

Chiidren 2 and under free
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FLETCHER JONES CULTURAL GALLERY 1896-1887 EX(HIBIT SCHEDULE

"ELLIOTT ERWITT: TO THE DOGS"
June 14 - Auguest 25, 1886

Major Photographer, Ellioft Erwitt, presents 100 black and white photographs of
dogs, taken all over the world over the laat 45 years. This fun and whimsical look
at dogs (and their peopie) demonstrates Erwitt's bellef that dogs, like people,
reflect their time and place. This exhibit is appropriate for all ages. » ,(U:
5 :, C o
"CITY OF THE WORLD" created by Roz Knight and Lois Cralg School students P
¥ September 14 - October 12, 1996

This ongoing creation of art and culture, developed by award-winning local
teacher Roz Knight, retums to the Museum with new and interesting updates.
Vvisit world citles and learn about other cultures as you tour this colorful and
delightful work-in-progress. Stories from different cultures will be featured in the
exhibit for tour groups. “City of the World" is appropriate for ali ages.

‘WHIRLIGIGS & WEATHERVANES*
November S, 1896 - January 8, 1997

Humaor, sciencs, art and even politics are reflected in this imaginative American
craft exhibition. Potatoes, sailing ships, flying fish, Viking boats, and even Dan
Quayle are all liable to be found pointing out "which way the wind blows!* Dozens
of contemporary art works feature the use of traditional wind-powered technoiogy.

"ANIMALS EAT"
February 1 - April 30, 1997

Casting new light on the old adage, ‘you are what you eat,” Animals Eat helps
kids formulate their concept of living things by exploring ths interaction between
animals and the food they eat. Based on an award-winning permanent exhibit,
Animals Eat focuses on the process of eating, since many aspects of the natural
world are largely dictatad by the quest for food.
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different experience

Chiidran’a Museumn oftars kids
something a litle different. For-
get 1h@ old days when a visi (0
the locel Mmuseum mean! no
touching and Quiet vaices.

Visiting e Lied Discovery
Cnilaren’'s Museum in downtown
Las Vegas .« a diMerent experi-
oence The museum's atalt nas a
phrilogophy that is consigtent with
its kio-pieasing programs: “Go
aneaa. hangle the exhibits.”

Lied Discovery Children's Mu-
squm has bg@n a favorile femily
hang-out for residants and visi-
tors alike since it opening near-
ly six years ago.

Two floors and a tower filled
with hands-on art and science
exhibits of every description
make Lied Digcovery smong the
largest children's Muggums in
the country. ;

According to the museaum's
axecutive dreclos. Suzanne LQ-
Bilanc. (hg museum has a lot
more gaing for it than just square
footage. “We're really proud to
be recognized on both the local
and national lavel as innovators
and leaders in the fle!d of hands-
on leaming. Through our pro-
Qrams. exhibils and epecial
events. kids can really Qet! a
sens@ Of amazement about the
world around them.” she 8aid.

The museum's first fioo’ i§ de-
voled mainly 10 the arts and hy-
manlties. Hare. kids Stand n a
giant BubD'e. hopscotch up and
down a mysical panway [reeze
thesr shadows on @ wall. hgm it
uD on a small performing stage
or n@ar a message N saveral ail-
leremt languages — Incihuding
Navajo and Swahiti.

One of the popular axhidits is
Everyday Llving. where young
wvisitors e8m @ “paycheck,” use
the ATM mgchine in the bank.
learn about ms!l delivery in (he
post office and shop for grocer-
88 in 8 pinl-8:Ze store. “Kids
learn n a varialy of ways. nol just
Mrough the wriften worQ. Every-
day Lwing is a territic gvenus for
leameng through rale playing.”
said LeBlanc.

Oollhouses, a firetruck. a glant
Xajeidoscope® and a waorkshop
wh@re kids create all gorts of art
and sCience projecia are other

rﬁrst-ﬂoo{ ledlures.

Thea mugeum's upper level
nnge with voices of kids and
aduits singing along (o the hits at
KKIO. an in-nouse radio statior.
or responding o eladclricity ex-
nibits tike (he glant Plasma Ball
and the Human Battary. The Gy-
ro Chair is a spinning ful-body
experience and the Vieual Per-
ceplion pavilion wil have you
doubting the messages your
ayes are sending 1o your bran.

All that excess kid power can
be harnessad (0 create a ligh(-
ning spark of powar a TV set. As
a bonus. iha eignt-story Scierce
Tower (accessidle from both
floors) sports echo (ubes. a
waather station, a computarized
hurricane exhiblt. 30-loot glass
tubes demonglaling air pres-
sure in fluids and a dazzling f-
ber ootic 3nd neon sculplure
that is activated by a keybagrd.

In agdltion to more than 100
permanent hands-on exhibits.
tne museum offers a schedule of
workGhopg and aclivities. Kids
can drop by Ihe Creatlivity Work-
srop almast any dsy and make
a project. including Egyptian
beads. sundidls. wacky paper
glasses Or electrical Quiz games.
The summer schedule !s avail-
ab'e al the museum or Ov callino

382-3445.

The museum's Flatcher Jonas
Cunural Gallery displays exhibns
from museums ano ’
organi2ations hom around the
country. This summer, the muse-
um goes to the dogs wim a pho-
10 display entitted. “Elliott Erwin:
To The Dogs.” and wsekend
caning-related workghops Ang
demonatrations. The exhibit is on
digplay through Aug. 26.

The unusual cone-apaped
room by th@ Mmuseurm entrance
hoids soma of the tiveliest birth-
day parties 'n town, complete
with cake and aH the goodies

The museum is a!so availadble tor
Grawn-up paries such ag family
reunions, proms. holiday paries
and other special ovents.
Chilgregn‘a baoks, science kits
and ather items can be found in
the museum's gift enop.
Museumn membarehip is also
available and entitles parntici-
panig 0 unimited mMuseum vis-
ts; mempBers-Only everts. ang
discounty for workshoos. dirh-
day pany packages ard gt
shop purchases. Mempership

prices start at €30 with an addi-
tional $6 per person. Call 382-
3445 10 sign up.

Admiasion (0 the museum i§
$S for adults: $48 for geniors. miti-
tary and children 210 17: $ 3 for
chileren 3 10 11, ano free lor
children @ ang uncer

Summer hourd are \0am.to S
p.m. Tuesdgy Mrough Saturday.
ang noon 10 $ pm Sunday
throLgh- Augual. The museum is
cosed on Mancay. except mest
8chaa! holidays.
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PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON THE ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES
1100 Pcnnsylvania Avenuc. N.W. Sutte 526
Washington. D.C. 20506
(202) 682-5409 Fax (202) 682-5668

Embargoed for Release Contacts: Debbie Pickford
Friday, April 26, AM’s Ryan McDay
202-667-0901

Arts and Humanities Programs Turn Around Lives of At-Risk Youth
Enhance Self-Worth, Self-Discipline, and Achievement

First Lady, Cabinet Honor Local Arts, Humanities Programs from 37 States

President's Committee Report Finds At-Risk Youth and Communities
“Come Up Taller’ As Result of Local Arts & Humanities Efforts

WASHINGTON — April 26. 1996 -- Here’s a story with a surprise ending: Alfonso Soto
and Miguel Boyas, inner-city teenagers, got into mischief and occasionally into the back
of a squad car. failed school. and surrounded themselves with people who sold drugs.
They began spending their free time shooting....videos. Today, they’re not in gangs. they
don’t take drugs. they ve graduated from high school. and now work for the community
arts organization that took them off the street.

These young men’s defiance of the odds is not really all that remarkable. Instead. it's a
predictable outcome duplicated in hundreds of communities around the country because
of local arts and humanities programs helping at-risk children, according to a new report
released today by the President’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities at a White
House ceremony. The report. Coming Up Taller: Arts and Humanities Programs for
Children and Youth At Risk. reveals how local artists and educators help turn around the
lives of young people and describes the common characteristics of effective programs.
The study was prepared in partnership with the National Assembly of Local Arts
Agencies.

“Studies show that those high-risk children who become competent, confident adults do
so through forming strong relationships with adults, participating in a community suppoft
network, and building social and other skills.” says Academy Award winning actress Rita
Moreno. a member of the President’s Committee. *“Arts and humanities programs provide
this adult contact and community support in ways that set adolescents on a positive
course for their future. Teenagers not only gain confidence in themselves and their
abilities. but also gain a chance to win adult approval and respect.”
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Coming Up Taller

Arts and Humanities Programs
for Children and Youth At Risk

by Judith Humphreys Weitz

President's Committee on
the Arts and the Humanities

With the National Assembly of
Local Arts Agencies

This project is funded by the
Anncox Foundation.
Botwinick-Wolfensohn Foundation,
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation.
Nathan Cummings Foundation,
GE Fund and Harris Foundation,

April 1996













