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Now the challenge 13 to keep the deors of opportunity open
and to build on the changes begun by the ratification of the
19th Amendment. We must continue to encourage women to pursue
elected office and to contribute to the c¢ivil discourse. Every
American stands to gain when women and men of all backgrounds
participate in the political process and exercise their right to
vote. This is a right that we must never take for granted --
and a respongibility we muet never shirk -- because it gives
each of us a voice in our national debate and calls every

citizen to join in the pursuit of our Nation’s fundamental
ldeals.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the
United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim August 26, 1996, as Women’s Egquality Day. I
call upon all Americans to reflect on both the struggles and



















































