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AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATlON 

November I 6. 1995 

Toe Honorable· Robert Dole 
Senate Majority Leader 
United States Senate 
S-230 United States Capitol
Washington. D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Majority Leader: 

ln the coming weeks, you and the Administration will decide the fate of one of the most 
innovative federal srudent �d programs: the Federal Direct Student Loan Program. We are very 
concerned about efforts in Congress to limit direct lending, which cun:ently provides about 40 
percent of all student loans. We oppose any provision that would arbitrarily limit the ability of 
schools to panicipate in direct lending, as we would oppose any effort to force schools into 
direct lending against their wishes. We ask thal in your deliberations with the Administration 
about the future off ederal student loans, you retain institution.a.I choice with regard to the 
participation of colleges and universities in either the direct student loan or the guaranteed 
student loan (Federal Family Educational Loan) program. 

We. write as presidents and chancellors of colleges and unive:sities that are currently 
panicipating, or plan to participate. in direct lending, as well as those that intend to continue 
their participation in the guaranteed student loan program. Maintaining the awilability of both 
direct and guaranteed loans is a sound policy that should be preserved, because schools' ability 
to join either of the two programs has improved the student loan process for all srudcrus and 
schools, regardless of whether oc not they participate in direct lending. 

Those of us who rcpres:ezit colleges and wuversitics already in direct lending can attest to the: 
improvements it has brought about for our institutions. We can repon first-hand on the benefits 
of direct lending for our students: the simplicity of application, the speed of delive:ry of funds, 
the disappearance oflincs of srudents waiting to endo�e their checks at registration time, the 
precipitous drop in the number of emergency loans issued to students waiting to hear about their 
loans from banks and guarantors. and fewer visits to financial aid offices. Students often borrow 
less under din::ct lending because they know they can adjust their loan amounts witho':lt repeating 
the entire applicalion process, and therefore only borrow what they believe they need, nol the 
ma.x.irnurn for which they are eligible. Students will also reap the benefits of the income­
contingent repayment option. which is onJy possible through direct lendtng. At the institutio�al 
level, direct lending has eliminated redundant paperwork:, reduced staff time allocated to dealing 
with thousands of lenders and dozens of guarantors and other intermedi.uies, and vastly 
improved our overall aid delivery processes because it �amlessly integrates with other federal 
aid programs. 

o� Cvpon, c .. c•�- \V(rJ'tn<J'OI' o c ,00.1<, , ,,n c•o:> 1))1).1)) 1 0
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Those of us who represent institutions that arc satisfied with the guaranteed student loan program 
also support the continued availability of the direct loan program to institutions. The 
competition created by direct lendi.ng has induced banks and guarantors to improve the 
efficiency of �eir delivery process. and has, for the first time, provided the student loan industry 
with market-b�d incentives to provide better service. The guaranteed student loan system has 
improved mo� since the phase-in of direct lending two years ago than it did over the more than 
two decades of itS ex.i�tcnce prior to 1993. These improvements were brought about by the fact 
that schools can now select the student loan program that provides them with the best service. 
Capp:.ng or .:>ther:wise limiting the direct loan program would undermine the market-based 
incentives that have so dramatically improved tlie guaranteed student loan system.· The student 
loan system needs more competition, not less. 

The current direct lending legislation was enacted as a bipz!'tisan compromise a mere two years 
ago. Some 1,400 schools, relying in good faith upon what was presented to them as a major 
federal initiative. have invested substantial institutional resources to implement a program that 
they bclieved·would beaer meet the needs of their students. These same schools, and several 
hundred others that have been planning to join the program in its third year, now confront the 
prospect of massive disruptions to their financial aid operations and their institutional pl�ng. 
If direct lending is capped, many of these schools would be required to commit new institutional 
resources to pay for yet another overhaul of their loan delivery system. 

Schools now have the option of participating in direct lending or the guaranteed student loan 
program based on their assessment of which program works best for their students.. 1bis bas 
provided a strong incentive to both the Department of Education and to the studem loan indUStIY 
to improve the quality of their sen-ice to boi:rowers and schools. This is precise!).' the outcome 
that the bipartisan architects of current direct lending law intended in refonnic.g the student loan 
system two years ago. We 1:1,I'gC you to allow the forces of competition to continue to determine 
what percentage of the student loan marlcet each program captures by retaining the current direct 
lending law. 

Sincerely, 

Submitted on behalf of the following colleges and universities: 
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Hendrix College, Ann H. Die, President
Philander Smith College, Myer L. Titus, President

Red River Technical College, Johnny Rapert, President
University of Central Arkansas, Winfred L. Thompson. President 
Williams Baptist College, Jerol Swaim, President

Arizona State University, Lanie F. Coor, President

Chandler Gilbert Community College Center, Margaret P. Hogan, Acting President
Devry Institute of Technology-Phoenix. James A. Dugan, President
Paradise Valley Community College, Raul Cardenas. President

California Academy of Merchandising, Art, & Design, Gary D. Kerber, President 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, Bob H. Suzuki, President 
California State University, Bakersfield, Tomas A. Arciniega, President 
California State University, Chico, Manuel A. Esteban. President

California State University, Fresno, John D. Welty, President
California State University, Fullerton, Milton A. Gordon, President
California State University, Sacramento, Donald R. Gerth, President
California State University, Stanislaus, Marvalene Hughes, President
Coast Community College District, William M. Vega, Chancellor
College of Alameda, George Herring, President
Contra Costa College, D. Candy Rose, President
Cypress College, Christine Johnson, President
Fresno City College, Brice IV. Harris, President
Fullerton College, Vera M. Martinez, President
Los Angeles City College, Jose Robledo, President
Los Angeles Mission College, William E. Norland, President
Merced College, E. Jan Moser, Superintendent and President

Alabama Agricultural & Mechanical University, Virginia A. Caples, Interim President 

Auburn University, William V. Muse. President
Auburn University at Montgomery, Guin Nance. President
Jacksonville State University, Harold J. McGee, President
Jefferson State Community College, Judy M. Merritt. President
Stillman College, Cordell Wynn, President

Tuskegee University, Benjamin Payton. President

University of North Alabama, Robert L. Potts, President
Wallace Community College-Selma, Julius R. Brown, President
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Central Connecticut State University, Merle W. Harris, Imerim Presideni 
Western Connecticut State University, James R. Roach. President

American University, Benjamin Ladner, President
Catholic University of America, Brother Patrick Ellis, FSC, President 
University of The District of Columbia, Tilden Lemelle, President

Delaware State University, William B. DeLauder. President
Delaware Technical & Community College System, Orlando George, Jr., President 
University of Delaware, David Roselle, President

Napa Valley College, Diane E. Carey, Superintendent and President 
National University, Jerry C. Lee, Presideni

Pasadena City College, Jack Scon. President
San Diego City College, Larry J. Brown, Acting President 
San Francisco State University, Robert Corrigan. President
Santa Barbara City College, Peter MacDougall. President

Santa Clara University, Rev. Paul Locatelli. S.J.. President 
Sonoma State University, Ruben Arminana, Presideni

Southwestern College, Joseph. M. Conte. Superintendent and President 
University of California, Berkeley, Chang-Lin Tien, Chancellor 
University of California, Davis, Larry N. Vanderhoef Chancellor 
University of California, Irvine, Laurel L. Wilkening, Chancellor 

University of California, Los Angeles, Winston C. Body, Vice Chancellor 
University of California, Riverside. Raymond L. Orbach, Chancellor 
University of California, San Francisco, Joseph B. Martin, Chancellor 
University of California, Santa Barbara, Henry T. Yang, Chancellor 
University of California, Santa Cruz, Karl S. Pister. Chancellor 
University of San Francisco, Rev. John Schlegel, S.J., President 
West Hills Community College, Frank P. Gomick. President 
West Los Angeles College, Evelyn Wong. President

Colorado State University, Albert C. Yates, President 
Community College of Denver, Byron McClenney, President 
Iliff School of Theology, Donald E. Messer, President 

Regis University, Rev. Michael J. Sheeran, S.J., President 
University of Colorado Boulder, Judith E. N. Albino, President
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University of Hawaii at Hilo, Kenneth L. Perrin, Chancellor 
University of Hawaii Kauai Community College, David Iha, Provost

Barry University, Sister Jeanne O'Laughlin, O.P.. President 
Bethune-Cookman College, Oswald P. Bronson. Sr.. President 

Central Florida Community College, William Campion, President 
Eward Waters College, Jesse Burns, President

Keiser College of Technology, Arthur Keiser, President
Palm Beach Atlantic College, Paul Corts. President

Rollins College, Rita Bomstein. President
Santa Fe Community College, Lawrence Tyree. President
Southern College, Daniel F. Moore. President
University of Florida, John V. Lombardi, President
University of South Florida, Betty Castor. President 
University of West Florida, Morris L. Marx, President

Boise State University, Charles P. Ruch, President
College of Southern Idaho, Gerald R. Meyerhoeffer, President 
University of Idaho, Thomas O. Bell, Interim President

Atlanta Christian College, R. Edwin Groover, President
Bauder College, Gary Kerber. President
Clark Atlanta University, Thomas W. Cole, Jr., President 
DeKalb College, Jacquelyn M. Belcher, President
Devry Institute of Technology, Ronald Bush, President

Fort Valley State College, Oscar L. Prater, President 
Georgia College, Edwin Speir. President
Georgia Southern University, Nicholas Henry, President
Interdenominational Theological Center, James Costen, President 
Mercer University Main, R. Kirby Godsey, President

Morris Brown College, Samuel D. Jolty, Jr.. President 
Savannah State College, John T. Wolfe, Jr., President
Southern College of Technology, Stephen R. Cheshier, President 
Spelman College, Johnnetta B. Cole, President
Valdosta State College, Hugh C. Bailey, President
Wesleyan College, Robert Ackerman, President
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Graceland College, Wz/h'am Higdon, President 
Iowa State University, Martin C. Jischke, President

Bradley University, John R. Brazil, President
College of St. Francis, James Doppke, President
Columbia College, John B. Duff, President
DeVry Institute of Technology-Chicago, E. Arthur Srunard. President 
DeVry Institute of Technology-Addison, Jerry R. Dill, President 
Eastern Illinois University, David Jams. President
Greenville College, Robert E. Smith, President
Highland Community College, Ruth Mercedes Smith, President 
Illinois Central College, Thomas K. Thomas, President
Illinois Valley Community College, Alfred Wisgoski. President 
Lincoln College, Jack D. Nua, President
Loycla University Chicago, Rev. John J. Piderit, S.J.. President 
Morrison Institute of Technology', Richard C. Parkinson, President 
Northwestern Business College, Lawrence Schumacher, President 
Parkland College, Zelema M. Harris, President
Southern Illinois University, Ted Sanders, Chancellor
Southern Illinois University nt Edwardsville, Haney Belck. President 
St Joseph College of Nursing, Virginia Keck, President
University of Chicago, Hugo F. Sonnenschein, President
University of Illinois. James J. Stukel. President
University of Illinois at Springfield, Naomi B. Lynn, Chancellor 
University of Illinois at Chicago, David C. Broski, Interim Chancellor 
Wilbur Wright College, Raymond Le Favour, President
William Rainey Harper College, Paul N. Thompson, President

Ball State University, John E. Worthen, President
Commonwealth Business College, Steven C. Smith, President

Earlham College, Richard J. Wood, President
Goshen College, Viaor Stolozfus, President
Indiana University at Bloomington, Kenneth R. R. Gros Louis, Vice President and Chancellor
Indiana University at South Bend, Lester C. Lamon, Acting Chancellor

Indiana University System, Myles Brand. President • •
Manchester College, Parker G. Marden, President
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology, Samuel F. Hulbert, President
Saint Francis College, Sister M. Elise Kriss, OSF, President
Saint Meinrad College, Rev. Eugene Hensell, O.S.B., President-Rector

Valparaiso University, Alan Harre, President
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Elaiue P. Nunez Community College, Carol S. Hopson, President 
Southern University and A & M College, Marvin Yates, Chancellor 
Xavier University of Louisiana, Horman C. Francis, President

Kentucky State University, Mary L. Smith. President

Morehead State University, Ronald Eaglin, President 
Sullivan College, A. R. Sullivan, President
University of Kentucky, Charles Wethington, Jr., President 
Western Kentucky University, Thomas Meredith. President

Cloud County Community College, James D. Ihrig. President 
Highland Community College, Elizabeth E. Stevens. President 

Kansas Wesleyan University, Marshall P. Stanton, President 
McPherson College, Paul W. Hoffman, President
Southwestern College, Carl Martin, President
University of Kansas, Edward Meyen. Executive Vice Chancellor

Bates College, Donald W. Harvard, President
Colby College, William Cotter. President
Thomas College, George R. Spann, President
University of Maine System, Robert L. Woodbury, Chancellor 
University’ of Maine Presque Isle, W. Michael Easton, President 
University of Southern Maine, Richard L. Paitenaude, President

Bowie State University, Nathaniel Pollard, Jr.. President 

Coppin State College, Calvin Burnett, President 
Frostburg State College, Catherine R. Gira, President 
Garrett Community College, Stephen Herman, President

Luther College, David J. Roslicn, Interim President

Marshalltown Community College, William M. Simpson. Dean of the Dean 
Mount Mercy College, Thomas Feld. President
North Iowa Area Community College, David L. Buettner. President 
Northeast Iowa Community College, Don Roby. President

University of Iowa, Peter Nathan, Interim President
University of Northern Iowa, Robert D. Koob, President
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Alma College, Alan Stone, President
Alpena Community College, Donald L. Newport, President 
Andrews University, Niels-Erik Andreasen, President
Baker College of Auburn Hills, Sandra Kay Krug, President 
Baker College of Jackson, Jack Bunce, President

Amherst College, Tom Gerety, President
Berklee College of Music, Lee Eliot Berk, President
Boston University, John R. Silber, President
Brandeis University, Jehuda Reinharz, President
Bridgewater State College, Adrian Tinsley, President 
College of the Holy Cross, Rev. Gerard Reedy. S.J.. President 
Emerson College. Jacqueline Liebergott. President
Fitchburg State College. Michael Riccards, President
Franklin Institute of Boston. Richard D'Onofrio. President 
Harvard University, Neil Rudenstine, President
Holyoke Community College, David M. Bartley, President 
Massachusetts College of Art, William O'Neil. President
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Charles M. Vest. President 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy, Peter M. Mitchell. President 
Mount Ida College, Bryan Carlson, President
Ml Holyoke College, Peter Berek, Interim President
New England College of Optometry, Larry R. Clausen, President 
North Adams State College, Thomas Aceto, President
Quinsigamond Community College, Sandra L. Kurrinitis, President 
Smith College, Ruth J. Simmons, President

Stonehill College, Rev. Bartley MacPhaidin, C.S.C., President 
Tufts University, John DiBiaggio, President
University of Massachusetts LowelL William T. Hogan, Chancellor 
University of Massachusetts System, Sherry H. Penny, President 
Westfield State College, Ronald L. Applbaum, President
Wheaton College, Dale Rogers Marshall, President
Williams College, Harry C. Payne, President

Hood College. Shirley D. Peterson. President

Johns Hopkins University, Daniel Nathans, President
Loyola College in Maryland, Rev Harold Ridley, S.J., President 
Sail, bury State College, William Bellavance, President

Towson State University, Hoke L. Smith. President

University of Maryland System, Don Langenberg. Chancellor
University of Maryland Eastern Shore. William P. Hytche. President 
University of Maryland University College, T. Benjamin Massey, President
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Alcorn State University, Clinion Bristow, Jr., President
Delta State University, Kent Wyatt, President
Mary Holmes College, Sammie Potts. President
Mississippi University for Women, Clyda S. Rent, President
Mississippi Valley State University, William W. Sutton, President 
Tougaloo College, Joe A. Lee, President

Bemidji State University, James Bensen. President
Gustavus Adolphus College, Axel D. Steuer, President
Hamline University, Larry G. Osnes, President
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities System, Judith S. Eaton, Chancellor 
Rasmussen College-St. Cloud, Kathleen Rau Szczech, President
University of Minnesota-Crookston, Donald Sargeant, Chancellor
University of Minnesota-Duluth, Kathryn A. Martin, Chancellor
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, Nils Hasselmo. President .

Baker College of Mount Clemens. Rodolfo Morales. Jr.. President 
Baker College of Muskegon, Rick E. Amidon. President 
Baker College of Owosso, Denise A. Bannon. President 
Baker College of Port Huron. Donald Torline. President 
Baker College System, Edward Kurtz. President
Calvin College, Gaylen J. Byker. President

Central Michigan University, Leonard Plachta, President 
Ferris State University, William A. Sederburg. President 
Grand Valley State University, Arend D. Lubbers. President 
Henry Ford Community College. Andrew A. Mazzara, President 

Hope College, John H. Jacobson. President
Kalamazoo College, Lawrence D. Bryan. President
Kellogg Community College, Paul R. Ohm. President
Lake Superior State University, Robert Arbuckle, President 
Lansing Community College, Abel B. Sykes, President
Lawrence Institute of Technology, Charles M. Chambers, President 
Michigan State University, M. Peter McPherson. President 
Michigan Technological University, Curtis J. Tompkins. President 

Northern Michigan University, William E. Vandament, President 
Oakland University, Gary D. Russi. Interim President 
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor, James Duderstadt, President 
University of Michigan-Dearborn, James C. Renick. Chancellor 
University of Michigan-Flint, Charles Nelms. Chancellor 

Wayne State University, David Adamany, President
Western Michigan University, Diether H. Hoenicke, President

VI « a v 11
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University of Nevada Las Vegas, Carol C. Harter, President

NEW HAMPSHIRE

NEW JERSEY
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Daniel Webster College, Hannah McCarthy, President 
McIntosh College, Robert DeColfmacker, President

Carroll College, Matthew J. Quinn, President
Montana State University, Michael Malone, President 
University of Montana, George A. Dennison, President

Chadron State College, Samuel H. Rankin, President
Dana College, Myrvin F. Christopherson, President

Midland Lutheran College, Carl Hansen, President
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Joan R. Leitzel, Interim Chancellor

Central Missouri State University, Ed Elliott, President
Culver-Stockton College, Edwin B. Strong. Jr.. President 
Deaconess College of Nursing, Elizabeth Krekorian, President 
Lincoln University, Wendell G. Raybum. Sr.. President 
Maryville University of Saint Louis, Keith Lovin. President 
Missouri Southern State College, Julio Leon, President

Northwest Missouri State University, Dean L. Hubbard. President 
Rockhurst College, Rev. Thomas J. Savage, S.J., President 
Saint Louis University, Rev. Lawrence Biondi. S.J.. President 
St. Louis Community College, Gwendolyn W. Stephenson, President 
University of Missouri-Columbia, Charles Kiesler. Chancellor 
Vatterott College, John C. Vatterott, President
William Jewell College, W. Christian Sizemore, President

Berkeley College of Business Garret Mount, Kevin L. Luing, President 
Burlington County College, Robert C. Messina, Jr., President
Camden County College, Phyllis Della Vecchio, President
Jersey City State College, Carlos Hernandez, President
Monmouth University, Rebecca Stafford, President

New Jersey Institute of Technology, Said Fenster, President
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New Mexico Junior College, Charles D. Hays, President 
University of New Mexico, Richard Peck. President

Ramapo College of New Jersey, Robert Scon. President
Richard Stockton College of New Jersey, Vera King Farris, President 
Rowan College of New Jersey, Herman D. James. President 
Rutgers, State University of New Jersey, Francis Lawrence. President 
Saint Peter’s College, Rev. James N. Loughran. S.J., President 
Seton Hall University, Rev. Thomas R. Peterson. O.P., Chancellor 

Trenton Slate College, Harold W. Eickhoff, President
William Paterson College of New Jersey, Arnold Speert, President

Bank Street College of Education, Augusta Kappner, President
Berkeley College, Rose Mary Healy. President
Berkeley College of New York City, Robert J. Hurd, President 
Clarkson University, Dennis G. Brown, President
College of New Rochelle, Sister Dorothy Ann Kelly, O.S.U., President

Cornell University, Hunter R. Rawlings III. President
City University of New York, IV. Ann Reynolds. Chancellor
CUNY Borough of Manhattan Community College, Antonio Perez. President 
CUNY Brooklyn College, Vernon Larrin, President
CUNY City College, Yolanda T. Moses, President
CUNY College of Staten Island, Marlene Springer, President
CUNY Graduate School & University Center, Frances Degen Horowitz, President 
CUNY Herbert H. Lehman College, Ricardo Fernandez, President
CUNY Medgar Evers College, Edison Jackson, President
CUNY New York City Technical College, Charles W. Merideth, President
CUNY Queens College, Allen Lee Sessoms, Presidenr
CUNY York College, Thomas K. Minter. President
Dowling College, Victor P. Mtskill, President
Fordham University, Rev. Joseph A. O’Hare, S.J., President
Le Moyne College, Rev. Robert A. Mitchell, S.J., President

Long Island University, David Steinberg, President
Marymount College, Sister Brigid Driscoll, R.S.H.M., President
New York College of Podiatric Medicine, Louis L. Levine, President
Onondaga Community College, Bruce H. Leslie, President
Pace University New York Campus, Patricia O’Donnell Ewers, President
Pace University Pleasantville-Briarcliff Campus, Patricia O’Donnell Ewers, President 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, R. Byron Pipes. President
Roberts Wesleyan College, William C. Crothers. President
Rochester Institute of Technology, Albert J. Simone, President
Schenectady County Community College, Gabriel Basil, President
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Appalachian State University, Francis T. Borkowski, Chancellor

Belmont Abbey College, Robert A. Preston, President
Fayetteville State University, Donna J. Benson, Interim Chancellor
Elizabeth City State University, M. L. Bumim, Interim Chancellor
Livingstone College, Roy D. Hudson, Interim President
North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University, Edward Fort. Chancellor 
North Carolina School of The Arts, Alexander Ewing. Chancellor

Saint Augustine’s College, Bernard W. Franklin, President
University of North Carolina at Asheville, Patsy B. Reed, Chancellor
University of North Carolina Charlotte, James H. Woodward, Chancellor

Western Carolina University, John W. Bardo, Chancellor
Winston-Salem State University, Gerald McCanrs, Interim Chancellor

Ashland University, G. William Benz, President
Bowling Green State University, Sidney A. Ribeau, President 
Case Western Reserve University, Agnar Pytte, President 
Cleveland Institute of Music, David Cerone. President
College of Wooster, R. Stanton Hales, President
Cuyahoga Community College, Jerry Sue Thornton, President
Denison University, Michelle Myers, President
Devry Institute of Technology, Galen H. Graham, Acting President 

Hiram College, G. Benjamin Oliver. President
Kent State University, Carol Cartwright, President
Miami University, Paul G. Risser, President
Ohio University, Robert Glidden, President
Ohio Wesleyan University, Thomas B. Courtice, President

St. Lawrence University, Patti McGill Peterson, President
SUNY at Binghamton, Lois B. DeFleur. President

SUNY at Buffalo, William R. Greiner, President
SUNY College at Brockport, John Van de Wetering, President
SUNY College at Cortland, Judson H. Taylor, President

SUNY College at Plattsburgh, Horace Judson, President
SUNY College at Potsdam, William C. Merwin, President
SUNY College of Agriculture & Technology at Morrisville, Frederick W. Woodward. President 

SUNY College of Technology at Canton, Joseph L. Kennedy, President
SUNY Herkimer County Community College, Ronald F. Williams, President

SUNY Hudson Valley Community College, Joseph Balmer, President
SUNY Institute of Technology' At Utica Rome, Peter J. Cayan. President
SUNY Institute of Technology At Delhi, Mary Ellen Duncan. Presi'dent

SUNY Monroe Community College, Peter A Spina, President

University of Rochester, Thomas H. Jackson, President
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RHODE ISLAND

Brown University, Vartan Gregorian, President
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Eastern Oregon State College, David Gilbert, President 
George Fox College, Edward Stevens. President
Portland Community College. Daniel F. Morion?. President 
Southern Oregon State College, Stephen J. Reno. President 
University of Oregon. Dave Frohnmayer, President
Western Oregon State College, Betty J. Youngblood, President

Beaver College, Bette E. Landman. President
Carnegie Mellon University, Robert Mehrabian, President
Cheyney University of Pennsylvania, Donald L. Mullen, President
CHI Institute, Joseph F. Cotyar, President
Franklin and Marshall College, Richard Kneedler, President
ICM School of Business, Gary Kerber, President

Lebanon Valley College, John Synodinos, president
Lehigh Carbon Community College. James R. Davis. President 
Lincoln University, Niara Sudarkasa, President
Northampton Community College, Robert Kopecek. President

Philadelphia College of Pharmacy & Science, Philip Gerbino. President

Inter American University of Puerto Rico, Jose R. Gonzalez. President

Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico, Rev. Tosello Giangiacomo. C.S.Sp., President
University of Puerto Rico Humacao, Roberto Marrero-Corletto, Chancellor
University of Puerto Rico System, Norman Maldonado, President
University of The Sacred Heart, Jose Jaime Rivera. President

Langston University, Ernest L. Holloway, President

Oklahoma State University, Harry Birdwell, Vice President, Business & External Relations 
St. Gregory’s College, Frank Pfaff, President

yv a va vv iivii xv'a—~i

Southeastern Business College. Robert Shirey, President
Southern State Community College, Lawrence N. Dukes. President 

University of Findlay, Kenneth E. Zirkle. President
University of Rio Grande. Barry M. Dorsey, President 
University of Toledo, Frank E. Horton, President
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National College, Jerry L. Gallenrine, President

TENNESSEE

TEXAS
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Crichton College, Larry R. Brooks. President
Fisk University, Henry Ponder, President
LeMoyne-Owen College, Earl Vinson, Senior Vice President
Middle Tennessee State University, James Walker, President
Motlow State Community College, A. Frank Glass, President
Tennessee State University, James A. Hefner, President

Tennessee Technological University, Angelo A. Volpe, President
The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, Frederick W. Obear, Chancellor

Benedict College, David H. Swinton. President 
Claflin College, Henry Tisdale. President
College of Charleston, Alexander M. Sanders, Jr., President 
Greenville Technical College, Thomas E. Barton, President 
Morris College, Luns C. Richardson, President
South Carolina State University, Leroy Davis. Interim President 
The Citadel. Claudius Watts. President

Trident Technical College, Mary Thornley, President
Winthrop University, Anthony J. DiGiorgio, President

Community College of Rhode Island. Edward J. Liston. President 
University of Rhode Island, Bob Roth, Special Assistant to the President

Austin College, Oscar Page, President
Brookhaven College, Walter G. Bumphus. President

Del Mar College, Terry L. Dicianna, President
Devry Institute of Technology, Francis V. Cannon, President
East Texas State University, Jerry P. Morris. President
Houston Baptist University, E.D. Hodo, President
Palo Alto College, Joel E. Vela, President
Prairie View A & M University, Charles Hines, President
Richland College, Stephen K. Mittelstet. President
Southwest Texas State University, Jerome H. Supple, President

Tarrant County Junior College District, C. A. Roberson, Chancellor 
University of North Texas, Alfred F. Hurley, Chancellor
University of North Texas Health Science Center, Alfred F. Hurley. Chancellor 
University of Texas at Dallas, Frankiyn G. Jenifer. President
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Central Washington University, Ivory V. Nelson, President 
City University, Michael Pastore. President
Spokane Community College, James H. Williams, President 
University of Washington, Richard L. McCormick, President 
Washington State University, Samuel H. Smith. President 
Western Washington University, Karen W. Morse, President

Central Virginia Community College, Belle S. Whcelan, President 
Hampton University, William R. Harvey, President
Hollins College, Jane Margaret O'Brien. President
Norfolk Stare University, Harrison B. Wilson. President 
Northern Virginia Community College, Richard Ernst, President 
Old Dominion University, Jo Ann Gora, Acting President 
Virginia Commonwealth University, Eugene P. Trani, President 
Virginia State University, Eddie N. Moore. President 
Wytheville Community College, William Srtyder, President

Castleton State College. Martha K. Farmer, President
Community College of Vermont, Barbara Murpdy, Interim President 

Johnson State College. Robert Hahn. President
Lyndon State College, Peggy Williams. President

Middlebury College, John M. McCardell. Jr.. President
University of Vermont. Thomas P. Salmon. President

Vermont State College System, Charles I. Bunting. Chancellor 
Vermont Technical College, Robert Clarke. President

Alderson Broaddus College, Stephen E. Markwood, President
Bluefield State College, Robert E. Moore, President
Fairmont State College, Robert J. Dillman. President
Marshall University, J. Wade Gilley, President
State College System of West Virginia, Clifford M. Trump, Chancellor 
West Liberty State College, Donald C. Damton, Interim President 
West Virginia State College, Hazo W. Carter. Jr., President 
'West Virginia University, David C. Hardesty, Jr., President 
Wheeling Jesuit College, Rev. Thomas Acker, S.J., President



WISCONSIN
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Lakeland College, David Black. President
Lawrence University, Richard Warch, President

Marquette University, Rev. Albert DiUlio. S.J.. President 
Northland College, Robert Rue Parsonage, President
Ripon College, Paul B. Ranslow, President
St Norbert College, Thomas A. Manion, President 
University of Wisconsin System, Katharine Lyall. President 
University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, Larry Schnack. Chancellor 
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, Judith L. Kuipers, Chancellor 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, John H. Schroeder, Chancellor 
University of Wisconsin-Stout, Charles W. Sorenson. Chancellor 
University of Wisconsin-Superior, Jan G. Womack, Chancellor
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In the primary race, Coffin faced token opposition in his bid to advance to the general election 
against Rep. Ensign, who faced no opposition from within the GOP party. Coffm paid little
attention to his three Democratic opponents to throughout the campaign, preferring to reserve 
much of his $210,000 for his battle against Ensign, who has nearly $1.3 million in the bank. 
Campaign advertising pitting Coffin and Ensign against one another began long before the 
September 3rd primary election, with Coffin accusing Ensign of corrupt behavior, and Ensign 
criticizing Coffin for accepting funds from the AFL-CIO, which supports the storage of 
nuclear waste near Las Vegas. The results of the September 3rd primary are as follows: 

1ST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

DEMOCRATS 
Coffin 69% 
Banta 13% 
Gross 13% 

REPJ JRT .TCAN,S 
Ensign UNOPPOSED �'?-) 

]�� Cl.l-1 
1 (ft yv 

Mautner 5% l:,01..J _ y � oO
\ } <;"' w: If ()>I\,

In a televised debate held last month, Coffin accused Ensign of running a campaign based in 
"lies, innuendo, and haJf truths." Ensign ignored c1aims raised by Coffin in both his opening (U7. f tJl­
and closing remarks and stuck to his prepared remarks, hammering home that he had "fought 
to get rid of wasteful spending.'' Ensign distanced himself from Dole's 15% tax-cut proposal, 
saying the plan "may hurt overall ta,.x. r�form." During the debate, Coffin pledged not to accept 
campaign donations until a year before the election. With the exception of Coffin, all the 
candidates advocated elimination of the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). 

Ensign announced earlier this month that he will return all campaign contributions from people 
affiliated with Deluca Liquor and Wine Ltd. if they were given in violation of federal laws. 
Ensign said financial records showed only one contribution from a Deluca executive, but 
about a total of $10,000 in contributions from companies that may have been related. The 
Kansas City Star reported that DeLuca gave seven or eight workers $5,000 as an allowance to 
make political and charitable contributions. Paying workers to make political donations is a 
violation of campaign law. 

According to an internal poll conducted for 1st Congressional District nominee Bob Coffin, he 
is leading Ensign in the November general election by a small margin. The poll was 
conducted September 4 - 5 and surveyed 400 likely district voters. The poll found: 

GENERAL EJECTION 
Coffin 48% 
Ensign 45% 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R) was in Las Vegas in May appearing at a fundraiser on 
behalf of Ensign. The fundraiser raised $70,000 for Ensign's campaign. House Majority 
leader Richard Armey (R-Texas) appeared at a fundrajser in June for Ensign as well. 

7 
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2nd Congressional District. Rep. Vucanovich represents the 2nd congressional district which 
is comprised of northern Nevada including the state capitol of Carson City. Vucanovich 
announced late last year she will retire from Congress. 

Generating the most interest in Nevada· s primary election this year was the race for the 2nd 
Congressional Districc seat, which covers all of Nevada �xcept for the Las Vegas area. Three

Democrats and seven Republicans sought their party's nomination to replace Vucanovich. 
Fonner state Senator Tbomas "SpikeH Wilson (D) will face unsuccessful '94 gubernatorial 
nominee Jim Gibbons (R) in the November general election. Wilson defeated primary 
opponent Jessi Winchester. who gained national attention because she is a former prostitute, 
and political unknown Mike Martin. Immediately following the primary, Wilson announced he 
hopes to appeal in the general election both to voters among his own party and to Republicans 
in the heavily GOP Congressional District. He pledged that one of his main issues will be to 
work independently of party politics to resolve the gridlock on Capitol Hill. 

Gibbons defeated six other candidates, including former Secretary of State Cheryl Lau and 
former state Treasurer Patty Cafferata, who is the daughter of Vucanovich. Vucanovich 
endorsed Gibbons immediately after the primary election. The results of the September 3rd 
primary are as follows: 

2ND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

DEMOCRAIS REEI !BI .ICA NS 

Wilson 62% Gibbons 42% 

Winchester 21% Lau 24% 

Martin 17% Cafferata 24% 

Democratic state leaders, Governor Miller, Senator Bryan, Attorney General Frankie Sue Del 
Papa he1d a news conference Tuesday t� crjticize GOP opponent Gibbons. They appeared with 
Democratic congressional nominee Thomas uSpike" Wilson and denounced Gibbons• latest 
advertising tactics. The ad they criticize claims that Wilson "voted with the tax-and-spend 
Democrats 97% of the time" during his service in the state Senate, and say that Wilson, former 
chair of the Ethics Commission, Mcan·t be trusted to do the right thing." Miller, who defeated 
Gibbons in the 1994 gubernatorial election, added that Gibbons took $120,000 in illegal 
campaign donations during that campaign. Gibbons countered by saying that Wilson has run 
ads aimed at scaring senior citizens about the future of Medicare. Wilson pointed out that 
Gibbons also voted for tax increases during his time in the state Assembly. 

House Majority Leader Anney returned to Las Vegas earlier this month and attended a 
$1,000-a-person fundraiser for Gibbons. 

8 
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Ac�ording to a poll cond�cted for the 2nd Congressional District, W
i
lson has closed the gap

agamst GOP opponent Gibbons. The poll was conducted for the T;1s Vegas Revlew-Journal 
and KLAS-TV in Las Vegas. The poll surveyed 400 district voters between September 29 -
October 2. The poll found: 

GENERAi. EI,ECTTQN 
Gibbons 48% 
Wilson 
Undecided 

43% 
9% 

The National Council of Senior Citizens, with more than 800,000 members nationally and 
more than 2,000 in Nevada, endorsed Democratic congressional candidates Coffm and Wilson 
in the state's two congressional races. 

LAS VEGAS MAYOR JAN I,AVERTY JONES 

During the 1992 Democratic presidential primary season, Jones first endorsed Senator Bob 
Kerrey (D-Nebraska) and contributed .$1,000 to his campaign. After Kerrey's departure from 
the campaign, Jones endorsed Paul Tsongas. Mayor Jones finally gave her support to 
President Clinton only after Tsongas withdrew from the primary. 

Jones ran a spirited mayoral campaign in 1991, portraying herself as an aggressive corruption­
buster and Nevada's leader on women's issues. Previously, Jones and her brother owned and 
managed seven well-known car dealerships throughout the state and Jones earned a reputation 
as a responsible CEO of a large and profitable company. 

Despite her trouncing at the polls by Governor Miller in 1994, Jones was re-elected to a 
second term as Mayor of Las Vegas last May with 72 % of the vote. 

STATE I,EGISLATIIRE 

The state Assembly, which meets from January through June
1 

is evenly divided between 
Democrats and Republicans, 21 - 21. Rep. Joseph E. Dini, Jr. (D) and Rep. Lynn Hettrick 
(R) are co-Speakers of the Assembly. Republicans control the state Senate, 13 - 8. Lieutenant
Governor Lonnie Hammargren (R) serves as the state Senate President.

STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

The Nevada Democratic Party elected a new state chair, Jan Jenkins, last November. 
Although Jenkins brings to the state party a solid reputation as a competent organizer and is 

9 
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an ally of Governor Miller, the state party has been viewed over the past several years as weak 
and ineffective. Because of the weak state party structure, the state's leading Democrats, 
including Governor Miller and Senators Reid and Bryan, have not had much interest in it's 
day-to-day operations. However, since Jenkins' election, renewed interest has come from 
Governor Mi1ler to strengthen the party and revive its .infrastructure. Negotiations are on­
going to identify a strong state party executive director who can engage the party in the 
technical aspect of the 1996 coordinated campaign effort. 

Senator Christopher Dodd (D-Connecticut) visited Las Vegas last week for a fundraiser and 
series of appearances on behalf of the Coordinated Campaign and Democratic congressional 
candidates. 

10 
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Laura.

lom Flagg asked me to give you the following infonnation.

Former President Jininiy Carter lectured at UNLV on April 14, 19S8.

Former President Gerald Ford lectured at UNLV on February 8, 1988.

President George Bush jogged around the UNLV track one day. We don’t have an exact

Hope this helps.

here on October 23, 1992

And, as you know. First Lady Hillary Clinton has been on our campus previously. It was 

not a university event, but she was on campus to talk to an invited group about health care.

PAGE 02
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Diane Russell
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date, but it probably was in '91 or ’92

President Clinton was on campus in of this year. Also, as a candidate, he held a rally
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ONLV COPY 

Th'l t1nivers1t.y ot NevadQ 1 Las VC?ga,;, was otticially 

established in 1957 with thQ construction ot Maude Fra�i¢r Hall. 

Through hard work and de.�ennination, civic le�de=$ and cOfflJTlunitv 

memherz helpad form a cent€r or acade�ic excellence in Southern 

Nevada for generations to come. 

Despicc l�� short hictory, UNLV has seen oramatic growth i� 

all area�. More than 133 graduate Qnd untle=gradu�te programs ar� 

now offerod to a student body or nearly 20,000. More than 600 

f�culty melnher.s teach on th� 33S-acro camp\;S. 

With th� expan�ion o! gr�duat� pr.o�rams, UNLV has hired top 

faculty researcher� !rom �rnuno the counLry--ar.d ie cttractin� 

top .studcnttl. 

With at' annual budget or some �15C m:.llion, UNLV has an 

oco�omic impact or more than a qu�rtQr of a billion dollar3 in 

Clark coun�y, whieh tran�late$ to almost 5,COO additional jobs 

over nnd QbovQ the rlirect employment of the uhiVQrsity. 

UNLV's programs are f�lly aeerodited by the Northwest 

As�ociation or Schoole �nd CollogQs, and many progrc!Jt,s, 3uch �s 

P. 03/09
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engin�P.ring, busines� administra�ion, and accoun:ing, are 

acc�edlted by their professional orqanizatiun� a� well. 

More than 30 rc3iClll'Ch centers -foco� on tooics of inipona.)Ce to the state and rcia.ion. 

Campus researd!e.rs iirC activ• i,, &Uch are.s as busir,es&. life science,. phvsica.l �JlC�s. the

environment. social ac,i-vices, social sci-,cea, technolosiv. and education. 

More than 3,000 students ;ire @Jlrolleo in a r·apidly expanding 

G1·aduate Colleg!i, whj c:h includes nwuer:ou:, Jrtaster' s degree 

programs and Ph.D.s in English, sociolc9y, hi$tory, civil 

enginP.ering, hospitality odminist�ation, environmental olology, 

and computer s�ience, and Ed.D.s in five areas. 

lJNLV b�came the homA of the SlO million Notional 

supercom�uting CAnter tor Energy and the Enviror.roent ln 1990 when 

a Cray r-MP supercomputer was in�talled in the Tr.omas T. Beam 

Enqineering complex. 

Th� �chool'G beautitulJy lanciscapac campu�, �hich is

de�ignated a stata arboretum, ls located in the metropoljtan area 

south of the City or Las Vega5. lt� academic r.olleges include 

Business and Economic�, Fine and Perfcrming Art�, E6UcaLion, the 

Howard R. Hughe� colle�Q of Engineering; Health Sciences; the 

WilliAJn F. Harr•h College of Ho,;el A�id.st:-ati.on; Liberal Arts; 

Science and Mathematics; Hum�� PerfcrnanCQ and DQvelop�ent; 

Architecture, Conetructien Man,9ement, and Planning; and the 

Gradaate College. The Gran�pun school o! Comunlc•tion and the 

School of social Work offer speciali:.:1:,d program::. 

UNTN is known to have winning 3ports tGarr..s. Its Runnin 1
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Rebe.ls were th� 19�0 NCAA· Na.ti.anal Champions .l.n ba::sketball, and 

its qolf, soccer, �omen's softball, and other tea�s have been 

very 3Ucces.ful, both regionally aad nationally. 
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UNLV students have done equally well in other areas. For 

exa�ple, the UNLV Jot? Ensemble won the 1990 national 

charnp.ion�hip at a festiva 1 sponsored by ''Down 5eat" ?ncgazine, and 

Lhe debate and for�n�ic team is consistently r�nked among the 

best in the. coUhtry. computer science, cngineerir.�, a�d other 

student teams have also done well in r�gi�nal ar.d national 

co:n.petitiuns. 

The University ,i:i considered a cult..:iral hub of the Southern 

Nevada commun..i ty. Musical, dnu!'l�tic, dance, and artistic groups 

of the University and perfor� fer campus and 

community aUQience5. The Charles Vanda Mas�er seri�s brings in 

premier musical and dance performers from a.t·o\md the wcrld each 

yeur, and the. Marjorie Barrick Lecture Series presents talks by 

nocion�l ar.d internation�l figureo. 

'CTh:1.N has added nW!lerous nQw buj 1.ciinqs in the pasl few years, 

including the ,1 165, 000-st111are•!oot C!assroo1n Building Complex, 

the Robert L. Rigelow Physics Building, the Student Services 

CompJ.1:"X, seven new residence halls anci. a dini-:,g commons, the Rod 

Lee Bigelow Health sciences B�iiding, a substantial a�d1Lion to 

che rine art8 :building, �d public sarecy and ::;tudent he�ltb 

centers. other buildings, like tlie student union, hav� been

rQnovat:ed. Constructior. wlll begin soo:l on an architectu�e 
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building and a new library is currently in the .�chite.ctural 

µlanning stage. 

The support o! the Univercity by the Nevada Legi�lature and 

the Rtate•s taxp�yer� io evident. Private jono�� al�o contrib11te 

greatly to UNLV'� physical qrowth and academic excellencP., 

donating millions each year. 

-30-
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July 10, 1996 

UNLVCOPV 

Located on a 33 5-acre c.aznpus in dynunic Southern Nevada. UNI.Vis in the procc:s, of 

becumins a pr«nier urban university. With nearly 20,000 students, more than 600 �culty 

. member�. and 139 underpuate, master's. a.nd doctoral degree programs, UNL V is conmtilled 

to offering a high-quality educational experience, itr<>ng research programs housed in modem 

facilities, and selected profe,sional i,roirams. 

in addition lo tho,e students who enroll in dls.1e, fut •cadmiic credit, aoother J S,000 

people who wish to cuntinuo their .ducations, add professional ski"' or simply enrich their lives 

enroJI in extended education clas6e$ at UNl. V each year. 

A solid liberal ans core ��lum li�s at the heart of UNL v• s ed\,cational philosopt,y and 

provides A common experien� for all student5 who esm tbe:ir undergladuate degrees at the 

uruveuity. 'UNLV is internationally knovm u tbe )eider in hole! adminsltration education and i, 

resp�•d for its physics, business. engioecring, computer Kience. bioloaiGal scien� 

environmental studies, and performtng 111ta program,. Planniny is under way for • law school. 

Pending legialative approval in 1997, pl!U13 call for the nm law students to be enroJled in 1998. 

More than 30 research centers focus 011 topic, ofimporunce to the st.ate and regi011. 

Campu.s re,earcbers ate active in sucb. areas as bu»ineu (1ho Busints11 and E.conomic Itescarch 

Center, the UN
L
V Internationa! Gaming Institute. the lflstitute for Insurance and Risk

-more
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Manaaement), life sciences (the Exercise Physiology, Motor Behavior, and Muscle Metabolism 

laha); tbe �nvironment (Hany Reid Center for Bnvironmcmal Swdia, the National 

Supercomputing Cemer for Enerav and the Environment), social sCMces (the Client SeMCeS 

Center, the School Refuw Clinic. the Parent/family Wellnw Center); social sciences (the 

Howc11li W. Cannon Ceniec for Survey Research, tilCl Southw�crn Social Science lleeearch 

Center); t.Q;hnology (the Transportation Re11earch Center, the centa$ foc Energy .Research and 

Information Sciences Research); •nd education (the Centers for Leaming, Educational 

Asstssmfflt, and Remediation, and the Reading Center and Clinic:). 

The university is inicgral to the city's cultural t11vifonn>ent. Doz.ens ofmusil411, dramatic, 

dance. and artislic: group11 have been fomicd under the auspi� of the univcnity and perfonn 

regularly tor campus and community audiences. Each year a number of popular stage and scretm 

performers and recording anist ft'om every mu5ic ca1tgory are featured in concert on the stages of 

the unh,ersity' s three evmts centers. 

Many other campus activities are sc:ti�ed for trudents and the general public. The 

Consolidated Students govemrnent (CSUN) sponsors film 9':rics, lecture �ries, d11nces, 

intramural athletic,, c.oncerti. and special events throughout the year. TM R,bel Yell, • student 

ncw,p�, UNLV-TV. a CaJnf)UJ and �ublic affairs televi�ion station, and KUNV�FM, a 

nonprofit radio stition, serve the campu�. 

The university has exc:.lleru sportl facilitie5 for use by StUdents. The Paul McDermott 

Center bu a 50-mctor Olympie s'lllimming pool two gymnuiums, h&ndball/rac.quetball courts. 

dance 11udios, gym11ASti(;s and wcght-training rooms. The indoor flldlitics asc complimented hy 

-mnre-
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tracks, a variety of playing fields and the world-cla.�s Frank and Vicki Fertitta Tennis Complex. 

The new Lied Athletic Comple� is one of the premier sportii fil(ilities in the county. The S8.S 

million, 65,000-square-!oot strUctwc was built entirely with private funding. It contains lilate•of­

th•art strfflgth and conditioning rooms and equipm�nt, lock.or and meeting rooms. and the Si 

Redd Trawt!i facility, which provides dally on-aitc mcd.iCAl �e for student athletes. 

& Southern Nevada grows, UNL V wtll watinuc to gow with it. Before the new ceotu,:y 

arrives �l.. V will o�n a p� architecture building. Planning ia abo under WZ'f for a l1tw !Cbool 

and a S40 million library. la fact, a campus-wide planning ciffo1t begun ia mid-1995 is setting the 

university's direction for the ne� decade. 

UNL V is a member of the .American Association of St.ate Cotlcges and Uni"ienitits, the 

Council ofGradua1e Schoob in the United Stat�, the Western Association of Graduate Sohool,, 

the American Council on Education, and the Westem College Association. In 1-Cidition to full 

�ccreditation by the Nonhwost As.soci&tion of Schools and Collcg� the university is rocognized 

by the Nevada Sute Depanm�t ofEd\leation for preparation in all fields for '1t'bich it cunducts 

programs.
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October 21, 1996

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FIRST LADY

FROM: CRAIG SMITH AND RAY MARTINEZ

SUBJECT: NEVADA POLITICS

FI .FCTTON R ESI JT TS

NEVADA AT A GLANCE

Nevada is still 12% rural; 11% of state residents are 65 years of age and over.

37%

34%

26%

43%

31%

24%

189,148

175,828

132,580

In the 1994 mid-term elections, only 35% of the voting age population (VAP) 
participated.

84% of Nevada citizens are white; 10% Hispanic; 7% African American; 3% Asian- 

American and 2% Native American.

43% of Nevada's registered voters in 1994 identified themselves as Democrats and 

43% identified themselves as Republican. Another 15% identified themselves as 

unaffiliated, independent or with minor parties.

Current political line-up: Governor Bob Miller (D), Lieutenant Governor Lonnie 

Hammargren (R), Secretary of State Dean Heller (R), Attorney General Frankie Sue 

Del Papa (D), Treasurer Robert L. Seale (R), and Controller Darrell Daines (R).

98,700

70,440

55,964

1994 estimated population in Nevada is 1,457,000, which is up 21.2% from 1990: this 

makes Nevada the 38th largest state, and one of the fastest growing in the country.

1 .as Vegas

Clinton

Bush 

Perot

Nevada

Clinton 

Bush 

Perot
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Cit¥ 
Las Vegas 
Reno 
Paradise 

Population 
258,204 
133,850 

124,682 

URBAN STATISTICS 

Mayor Jan Laverty-Jones (D) 
Mayor Per.er J. Sferrazza (N-P) 
County Commissioner Karen Hayes (D) 

POI,ITICAI, I.ANDSCAeE 

·-----

Nevada's liberal gambling laws and high influx of newcomers gives this state a unique political 
landscape. The 6.4 percent gambling receipts tax has generated enough revenue to spare 
Nevada residents much taxation, while bolstering the state's economy throughout the 1992 
recession. With America's fastest growing population, Nevada has historically had a 
politically volatile electorate. The vast majority of Nevada's 1.47 million residents live in 
Clark County, which encompasses the Las Vegas area (pop. 880,000).

Politically, Nevada has sent mixed signals over the past two decades. Historically, it was 
Democratic, sending politically shrewd Democrats to Washington to protect the interests of a 
state always heavily dependent on the federal government. In the 1980's however, the state 
trended sharply Republican, while in the 1990's, the picture bas been decidedly mixed. 
Although President Clinton carried the state and Democratic Senators Harry Reid and Richard 
Bryan were re-elected, Nevada elected two Republicans to the U.S. House and th.e parties split 
the top statewide offices. 

The abonion issue divides Nevada's top Democrats. Senator Richard Bryan and Mayor Jan 
Laverty-Jones are pro-choice; Senator Harry Reid and Governor Bob Miller, a Roman 
Catholic, are anti-choice. A referendum ("Question 7") protecting a woman's right to have an 
abortion jn Nevada passed with 63 percent of the vote in 1990. Governor Miller, despite his 
strong advocacy against abortion, nevertheless signed the petition placing "Question 7" on the 
ballot. 

PREYIOUS TRAYEI. TO NEYADA 

The President visited the state for the first time since taking office in June. He attended a 
roundtable discussion on juvenile crime at the University of Nevada Las Vegas and later 
attended a rally at the airpo(l. 

The Vice Presjdent and Mrs_ Gore have visited the state in recent months. Vice President 
Gore addressed the National Association of Broadcasters in mid-April of this year, while Mrs. 
Gore visjced a homeless shelter and attended a Women's Conference on behalf of Senator 
Harry Reid (D) in May. Mrs. Gore also visited the state in September, attending the United 

2 
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F� �omm�rcial Worker's (UFCW) Network where she gave the keynote address and also 
pamc1pated 10 a roundtable discussion at the Citibank Child Care Center with women 
employees. 

RECENT PRESIDENTIAi, POJ.J.S 

According to the latest Presidential poll, President Clinton and GOP Presidential nominee Bob 
Dole are in a dead heat in the November general election. The poll was conducted for the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal, KOLO-TV in Reno1 and KLAS-TV in Las Vegas surveyed 804 likely 
voters statewide. The poll was conducted September 28 • October I and found: 

GENERAi EI ,ECTION 
Clinton 43% 
Dole 43% 

Perot 
Undecided 

4% 
10% 

1996 PRESIDENT.JAL ACTTYITY 

GOP Travel. GOP Presidential nominee Bob Dole made a campajgn stop in Las Vegas in 
mid-September. Dole appeared at a rally at the MGM Grand Hotel. Dole also appeared at a 
GOP fundraiser. Dole last campaigned in Las Vegas on March 23, three days before the GOP 
Presidential primary. During Dole's visit, Governor Miller asked him where he stands on 
Idaho Senator Lany Craig's (R) bill to locate a temporary nuclear waste dump in Nevada. 
Miller said in a letter to Dole that Neva�ns "have a right to know where all candidates stand 
on this critical issue.ff Dole did not address the issue while in the state. Nevada's GOP 
Congressmen warned House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R) that if he brought Craig's bi]] to a 
vote, both of them would be defeated in November on a measure that would never tal<e effect 
anyway because of President Clinton's veto chreat. 

Vice Presidential nominee Jack Kemp bas visited the state twice during the campaign season. 
Kemp made a brief stop at Lake Tahoe in early September. He did not participate in any 
public events, however. Departing at the airport, Kemp announced that he supports recent 
federal legislation establishing a national commission to srudy the gaming industry. Kemp also 
attacked President Clinton's handling of federal land-use issues, saying the government must 
allow private business more access to the land. 

Kemp visited the state last week where he anended a fundraiser and a public rally in Las 
Vegas. Kemp's visit to the state prompted Governor Miller to challenge Kemp to take a stand 
on the issue of a nuclear waste dump in Nevada. Kemp said any decision on a permanent 

3 
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waste dwnp in Nevada should be based on science and security. rather than politics. Nevada 
Democrats extracted a promise from President Clinton that he would veto any such bill. State 
political leaders are strongly opposed to the placement of the dump at the sire, 65 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas. 

Robin Dole appeared in Las Vegas last month at a luncheon in the Rio Hotel casino hosted by 
County Commissioner Lorraine Hunt (R) and other prominent GOP women. At the luncheon, 
she discussed national issues and said those who believe the American economy is strong are 
deluding themselves. 

Endorsements. The scate's largesr police organization has endorsed Clinton/Gore '96, saying 
that President Clinton has delivered on crime-fighting promises. Las Vegas metro officer 
Andy Anderson, president of the 2,500 member Nevada Conference of Police and Sheriffs, 
praised President Clinton for adding more police to the streets, banning assault weapons and 
providing more funding for battered women's shelters and drug awareness programs. The 
endorsement was announced during GOP Presidential nominee Bob Dole's swing throu.gh Las 
Vegas last month. 

The Las Vegas Rc:,yjew-Journal bas endorsed Dole in the November general election. The 
newspaper cited Dole's ideological stands over President Clinton. 

1996 DEMOCRATIC CAUCUSES RESULTS 

Nevada Democrats held their precinct caucuses throughout the state in Mid-March. Turnout 
was as expected: low but decidedly pro-Clinton. Clinton/Gore '96 contacts were on hand at 
all precinct caucuses to let everyone know rhat we have a strong presence in the 
state. State Democrats decided against participating in a late March Presidential Preference 
vote-by-mail primary since you were the only Democratic candidate listed on the ballot. 

Nevada's precinct caucuses are the first step in the delegate.selectioo process. On April 19th, 
Nevada Democrats reconvened at their state convention and chose the actual delegates to the 
Democratic National Convention. 

In Clark County (Las Vegas), Clinton/Oare received 95% support from Democratic caucus 
participants. Overall, statewide results were 95 % for Clinton/Gore. 

GOP PRESIDENTIAL PRTMARY..RESilL.T.S 

Nevada Republicans held their first-ever Presidential preference vote-by-maiJ primary on 
March 26. At stake in the primary were 14 GOP delegates in a winner-take-all contest. The 
Secretary of State's office reported that 51 % of the state's 291,000 registered GOP voters cast 

4 
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ba�ots in the vote�b�-majl primary. Listed in the results was Nevada's unique "None" option 
which placed fourth m the final GOP Presidential results. 

Official results of the GOP primary held on March 26th are as follows: 

Dole 72,930 52% 
Forbes 27,062 19% 
Buchanan 21,3201 15% 
None 12,026 9% 

Alexander 3,289 3% 
Keyes 1,999 1% 

Gramm 745 1% 
Lugar 464 1% 
Taylor 94 1% 

GOVERNOR ROB MTTJ,ER. 

Governor Miller was one of tbe campaign's earliest supporters in the 1992, and is largely 
credited with helping secure vjctory. The 1992 Presidential victory in Nevada marked the first 
time a Democratic presidential nominee has carried the state since Lyndon Johnson in 1964. 

After being elected Lieurenant Governor in 1986, Miller became Governor upon Richard 
Bryan's election to the U.S. Senate in 1988. Miller was elected Governor on his own in 1990. 
In the 1994 primary, despite a so�ring e®nomy, Miller faced serious opposition from Las

Vegas Mayor Jan Laverty-Jones (D). Jones attacked Miller for being too cozy with the 
gaming industry and for not doing enough about crime. Yet, Governor Miller won the 
primary by a whopping 63 % - 32 % . 

(Although the relationship between Miller and Jones remains severely strained, they recently 
made a private attempt at patching-up their differences which appears to be wor1dng. Before 
President Clinton's June visit Governor Miller personally invited Mayor Laverty-Jones to join 
him in welcoming the Presidenr to Nevada.) 

In the 1994 general election, Miller trounced lawyer and airline pilot Jim Gibbons (who is 
running against Spike Wilson for the U.S. House this year) by a 53% - 41 % margin. Miller 
will be teno-1.imited in 1998. 

During bis tenure, Miller has been concerned about issues such as education, workers' 
compensation reform and welfare. With a rising population, Nevada has an increasing need to 
build schools. and after making strides to meet this need, Miller is proud of reducing class 
size. But Miller has also held state spending down, and when he ran for re-election in 1994, 
he boasted that " ... Nevada is the third lowest taxed state in the country. with a business 
climate rated near the top of the country. " 

5 
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Miller is currently the chair of the National Governors' Association {NGA).

According to poll results released last week by the T .as Vegas Review-Journal Miller received
. ' 

nuddle-of •the-road grades from Nevada voters in a poll to gauge his perfonnance in office.
The poll wa_s conducted among 804 registered voters between September 29 - October 1. The
poll showed: 

JOB PERFORMANCE 
Miller 

Rxce))emLGco.d 

54% 

Eair £Q.ar 
32% 13% 

Miller, who was born in Chicago, Illinois, is an attorney by occupation and served in the Air 
Force Reserve from 1967 - 73. He is married to Sandy Miller and has three children. In 
April, Miller underwent arthroscopic surgery to repair injuries to his right knee. Miller 
announced earlier this month he has become one of the 317,000 American men with prostate 
cancer; however, the Governor was quick to reassure voters that it will not affect his work, 
hoping to squelch rumors and speculation. 

CQNGRESSJQNAL DEI,EGATJQN/1996 HOUSE RACES 

Senator Harry Reid (D) 

Rep. Barbara Vucanovich (R-2nd) 
Senator Richard H. Bryan (D) 
Rep. John Ensign (R-lst) 

Senator Reid, who is serving his second term, won re-electfon to the Senate over Demar Dahl 
in 1992 with 52 % of the vote. Reid, who has held high office in Nevada for 
most of the past 25 years, looks mild-mannered but has proven he can be tough. Reid 
combines a moderate to liberal voting record with a strong partisan commitment, tempered by 
a willingness to seek bipartisan solutions on occasion. He is anti-choice and was the first 
Democratic Senator to support President George Bush (R) on the Gulf war resolution. 

Senator Bryan, won election to the Senate in 1988 and won re-election again in 1994. 
defeating his opponent by a healthy 51 % to 41 % margin. Bryan has either been Governor or 
Senator now for over 14 years. Bryan's i:ecord has been middle-of-the-road in the Senate. He 
voted for the Gulf war resolution and against the Clarence Thomas Supreme Court 
nomination. He also voted for the balanced budget amendment in 1995, and against President 
Clinton's budget package io 1993 (because of retroactive taxes and taxes on restaurants and 
tourism.) Bryan's re-election in 1994 saw him positioning himself as an independent, and he 
out spent his opponent by a margin of more than 3 to 1. 

1st Congressional District. Rep. Ensign was elected to his first term in 1994. Ensign 
defeated Rep. James Bilbray (D) in the bitter general election by_a less-than 1400 vote margin. 
Ensign came to office with almost no political or government experience, although the Ensign 
family does own the Gold Strike Hotel, one of the first gambling hotels in Las Vegas. Ensign 
will face Democratic challenger, state Senator Bob Coffin, in the November general election. 
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