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ffl It's great to be here tonight to share in the celebration of 
Cinco de Mayo and to help support the great work of 
Southwest Voter. 

Your motto, "Your vote is your voice," has a special meaning 
today when we have so recently been reminded how important 
it is to speak out against hate, intolerance, violence, and 
exclusion; and to speak up for the democratic ideals on 
which this country was founded. 

I am looking forward to seeing Gregory Nava's new movie, "My 
Family" tonight. The story of an American family trying to 
do what is best and right for its children is a story we all 
share, no matter where our parents, or grandparents, or 
great-grandparents came from. 
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I am greatly looking forward to seeing Gregory Nava's new 
movie, "My Family" tonight. The story of an American family 
trying to do what is best and right for its children is a 
story we all share, no matter where our parents, or 
grandparents,

Your motto, "/four vdte, /our voice, " has 
today at -a time when\ we undcrc

/
/ special meaning 

........ ■ .■i"aii<ht-hn imporl riixn.c trf-
spEaiijigTOut for the'idea\S wo all -earo-ftrf^ ' idty&s like

: i _ 4  ------3 _

X’

7



Talking Points for the First Lady

L^-a.

4<»
^-e

f-fro - - ^ Ja L^b

To celebrate Cinco de Mayo, you and the President will attend the Southwest Voter 
Registration Education Reception and the Washington premiere of the New Line 
Cinema film. My Family/Mi Familia co-hosted by the National Council of La Raza 
and the Congressional Hispanic Caucus. The premiere benefits the National Latino 
Communications Center, which is celebrating its 20th anniversary as the country's 
largest media arts resource center.

Cinco de Mayo celebrates the Battle of Puebla where the Mexicans, outnumbered, 
defeated the invading French forces of Napoleon III on May 5, 1862 eventually 
leading to their final victory and freedom in 1867.

Starring Jimmy Smits, Edward James Olmos and Esai Morales and produced by 
Francis Ford Coppola, the film, My Family/Mi Familia depicts the joys and hardships 
of an Hispanic family during the twenties, fifties and eighties in California. It crosses 
both cultural and generational lines providing insight into the significant achievements 
and contributions Hispanics have made to American culture and society.

Co '-y't’LcA. c— ”

Founded in 1974, the Southwest Voter Registration Education Project is a national 
non-profit, non-partisan organization dedicated to increasing voter registration,—  
education and participation among Hispanics and other minorities/Ttsmotto is "Your 
Vote is Your Voice." The money raised at the reception will benefit the organization's 
education and registration programs.
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[Acknowledgments: Southwest Voter President Antonio Gonzalez; Gregory Nava and 

who has been doing such a great job in our Office of Public Liaison; Don Fowler; Andy

Hernandez, former head of SW Voter and now director of the Base Vote for the DNC, 

and all the friends of Southwest Voter Registration.] /Miyua (j]

Cinco de Mayo is a day that celebrates triumph and honors tradition. I'm told thrs is 

Americans of all backgrounds in cities all across our nation join with the whole

Hispanic community, Mexican nationals and especially the 13 million Mexican-

Americans who are marking this day.

Cinco de Mayo marks a Mexican victory on its road to democracy more than a century 

ago. So it is especially fitting that we use this day to support the work of Southwest

Voter. I remember when Hillary and I walked into the Southwest Voter offices in San

Antonio just after I had become a candidate for President. Andy Hernandez was the 

President William Jefferson Clinton
SVREP Reception for Cinco de Mayo 

May 5, 1995

the cast of the film "My Family": Jimmy Smits, Edward James Olmos, Esai (EE'-sigh)

best done with familia [fah-MEE’-lee-ah], That’s why I am here. Tonight we are all with 

familia. And tonight we celebrate all good things that are Latino.

Morales; Secretary Cisneros, Secretary Pena; Members of Congress: -kws Gutierrez- 

Lucille Roybal-AHaKj. Esteban Torres; White House staff, including Suzanna Valdez, 



head of the office at the time. And he and his staff brought out all the maps and 

plans to show us what was being done to reach out and get people to register and to 

vote. I remember thinking how impressive it was, but also how basic and how 

necessary for our democracy.

Through the tireless work of Antonio Gonzalez and Andy Hernandez and Willie

Velasquez (who founded Southwest Voter), Southwest Voter has become the arms 

drawing more and more people into the full embrace of their citizenship. Willie

Velazquez said: "Su voto es su voz" [Your voice is your vote.] Now, more people 

have a voice, because of you. With the help of Southwest Voter, we won one of the 

greatest pieces of legislation to give people a voice: the Motor Voter Law. I am 

especially happy that a court just upheld enforcement of that act in California, where 

it is so important.

Southwest Voter has educated and registered eligible voters. It has helped more than 

2,000 Latinos get elected to office. It has supported our economic empowerment 

policies both at home and throughout the Hemisphere, including the EITC and NAFTA.

And Southwest Voter has made a larger commitment to democracy, going to El

Salvador, Nicaragua, Mexico and South Africa to help nurture democracy for all the 

people there. All are huge accomplishments that we should applaud.

Democracy isn't limited to any one culture; it is strongest when it brings together all 

the people. That holds especially true for those who serve in government, too. Look 



at my Administration. I have the most diverse and, I believe, the smartest and most 

innovative Cabinet in memory; my staff is more diverse than any other in history.

Never before have so many Latinos been appointed to office: More than 7 percent of 

my Presidential appointments are Latino, more than twice as many as the previous

Administration, [to be checked]

I should note that many of these appointees are alumni of Southwest Voter. So I have 

something else to thank you for.

i Latinos have helped lead the way for some of our best accomplishments, which have 

expanded opportunity, improved education, and helped our working families. And as 

we work together to make America safer, I also ask that we redouble efforts to banish 

brutality and violence wherever it might occur - as in Oklahoma; in Texas, where a 

promising young woman, Selena [seh-LAY'-nah], was cut down; and in neighborhoods J

where tomorrow's generation needs a chance to bloom.

To be Latino is to honor family, value work and love country. We can all be proud 

that Latinos have contributed these qualities to our great, national mosaic.

On this Cinco de Mayo, let's celebrate the tradition that brought us here, the progress 

that will carry us forward, and the partnership that will ensure that America's greatest 

days are just ahead. Thank you and God bless.
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A new feature film by Gregory Nava
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A Benefit Prenuere screening of My Family/nw familta for The 
National Latino Communications Center will follow the reception 

Tickets should be purchased seperately from NLCC ar 
(213) 663-8294
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President William Jefferson Clinton and First 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will be special 
guests at a reception in honor of: Southwest Voter 
Registration Education Project, the largest Latino 
voter registration education organization in the 
county; and the cast of My Family/wz familia, the 
new feature film by Gregory Nava, a moving tale 
depicting the tragedies and the triumphs over 60 
years of a Mexican American family.
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The First Family 
and My Family
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Member of U.S Congress
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1919 CommcctIcut Ave., NW, WA. D C., May 7, 1997

Alfredo Phillips Olmedo
Manager, No rtf American Development Bank
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1932, when government troops 
round her up with tens of thou-

family, gaining sands of other Mexican-Americans 
paint, windows, (most of them, like Maria, Ameri- 
extra rooms and  ‘
a picket fence as cattle cars to central Mexico, hop-

7 . 1 never return.
“This really happened,” says the 

movie’s narrator, Paco (Edward 
James Olmos), a writer who is 
telling the story of his family. But 
Maria fights her way back to her 
family, sheltering her baby in her 
arms.

As the action moves from the 
1930s to the late 1950s, we meet all 
the children: Paco; Irene, on her 
wedding day; Toni, who becomes a 
nun; Memo, who wants to go to law 
school; Chucho, who is attracted to
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eyes of one family, the 
Sanchez family, whose 
father walked north to 
Los Angeles from Mexi­
co in the 1920s, and | 
whose children include 
a writer, a nun, an ex-convict,
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told again and again, of Mexico, and 
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children.
The story begins in the 1920s

‘My Family’

Jimmy Smits 
Esal Morales 

Edward James Olmos
Directed by Gregory Nava. Pro­
duced by Anna Thomas.Opening 
today at local theaters. Running 
♦kna: 122 minutes Classified R 

(for language, some graphic vio­
lence and a scene of sexuality)
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neigntiui noous 
to work as a 
gardener, and 
there he meets 
Maria (Jennifer 

Lopez), who works as a nanny. 
They are married and have two 
children and she is pregnant with a

1960s was losing mo­
mentum after the assas­
sination of King. Their 
message was clear; 
White America could no 
longer count on pacifist 
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the plot, eventually runs the infil­
tration of the Panthers.

Newton and Seale (Courtney B.
Vance) run the Oakland Panthers
(the film’s focus) more or less as
equals, realizing they should not
show up together at too many
events lest the police realize how
small the group really is. Minister.

I

Bj

*
c

Ri

I

ms.

e

c

c
(

It S.^g

3^

strong sense of home. “Another country?" young Jose 
_____  says. when, he is toW where Los Angeles is. "What 
Valdez, to design the interior of the Sanchez home, does that mean—‘another country"?"

- ' w 
r-C.*y

. ...

48 <

I
*5-

Continued from Page 45

when the Panthers paid 30 cents 
for Chairman Mao's Little Red 
Book in Chinatown and sold it to 
white Berkeley students for $1.

Those heady days, part of the 
Summer of Love, were soon ended, 
as the Panthers began to feel the 
pressure af the l-’BI Its chief. J. 
Edgar iliH'ver could not believe

'ft 
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Toni, meanwhile, becomes a nun, goes to South- 
America, gets "political,” and comes home to present 
her family with a big surprise, in one of the many 
scenes that mix social commentary with humor. 
Memo (Enrique Castillo) does become a lawyer (and 
tells his Anglo in-laws that his name is “basically 
Spanish for “Bill").

In one of the movie’s best sequences, Toni (Con­
stance Mane), now an activist in L.A., becomes 
concerned by the plight of a young woman from El 
Salvador who is about to be deported and faces death 
because of the politics of her family. She persuades 
Jimmy (Jimmy Smits) to marry her and save her from 
deportation, and in a sequence that is first hilarious 
and later quite moving, Jimmy does. (Instead of 
kissing the bride, he mutters “you owe me” ominously 
at his activist sister.) This relationship between 
Jimmy and Isabel (Elpidia Carrillo) leads to a love 
scene of great beauty, as they share their stories of 
pain and loss.

In the scenes -el in the i'J.’ids and 1980s, Jose and 
Maria are plaved by Eduardo larpez Rojas and Jenny 
Gago. They wake up at night worrying about their 
children ("thank God for Memo going to law school." 
Paco says, "or thev would have never gotten a night’s 
sleep"). Jimmv. -o tortured by the loss of his brother, 
is a special concern. But the family pulls together, and* 
Paco observes. "In my home, the difference between a 
family emergency and a party wasn’t that big."

Nava, whose earlier films' include the great “El 
Norte" 119841. which won an Oscar nomination for its 
screenpiav. ha- an inspired sense of color and light, 
and his movie has a visual freedom you rarely see on 
the screen. Working with cinematographer Ed Lach- 
man. he u-es color filters, smoke, shafts of sunlight 
and other effects to make some scenes painterly with 
beauty and color—and he has used a painter, Patssi

Continued from Page 45

great surprise").
Nava, who is of Mexican-Basque ancestry, and his 

co-writer and producer (and wife), Anna Thomas, tell 
their stories in vivid sequences. Irene’s wedding is • 
interrupted by the arrival of a gang hostile to the 
hotheaded Chucho. and as they threaten each other, 
Paco tells us "it was the usual macho bull- - - But 
eventually Chucho will lose his life because of it, and 
little Jimmy, seeing him die. will be scarred for many

though the "ultimate conspiracy ’ 
makes a convenient plot point, it 
does a disservice to young people 
'who want to understand what real­
ly happened. The Panther’s end 
came through exhaustion, through 
the imprisonment or exile of their 
best leaders, through the harass- 
ment of the FBI, and because some 

of Information Eldridge Cleaver 'members became disillusioned by 
(Anthony Griffith) arrives on the -the questionable activities of oth- 
scene at about the time Newton is ~ _
jailed on a frame-up, and is less of godfathers. 
,i strategist, more of an instigator.

The mavieirnot just in color, but in colors.
Through-all* the beauty, laughter and tears, the 

strong heart pf the family beats, and every thing leads 
up to a closing scene, between old Jose and Marie, 
that is quiet, .simple, joyous and heartbreaking. 
Rarely have I felt at the movies such a sense of time 
and history, of stories and lessons passing down the 
generations, of a family living in its memories.

Their story is the story of one Mexican-American 
family, but JiLia in^opie ways the story of all
families.' "Watching ’it, TlfiB reminded of my own 
family’s legends and heroes and stray sheep, and the I

£

Jennifer Lopez play* Maria, who risks her frte to
return to her famBy after being shipped away.
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boy shot dead in his prime.
Their story is told in images of 

startling beauty and great overflow-

how our families came 
to this land and tried to 
make it better for their 
children.

story begins in the 1920s 
with a man named Jose Sanchez, 
who thinks it might take him a 
week or two to walk north from 
Mexico to “a village called Los
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1601 N. Clark. Tickets. $15. Call 
(312) 368-0905.
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The Black Panther Party was created in 1966 as a 
militant political group advocating violence to right 
societal wrongs. Among the group's leaders were:

Jose (Jacob 
Vargas) crosses 
the bridge to 
the Anglo 
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neignoom oous 
to work as a 
gardener, and 
there he meets 
Maria (Jennifer 

Lopez), who works as a nanny. 
They are married and have two 
children and she is pregnant with a 
third in the Depression year of 
1932, when government troops 
round her up with tens of thou-
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eyes of one family, the KR" 
Sanchez family, whose | 
father walked north to 
Los Angeles from Mexi- 
co in the 1920s, and 
whose children include 
a writer, a nun, an ex-convict, 
lawyer, a restaurant owner, and
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. — Edward James Olmos 
Directed by Gregory Nava. Pro­
duced by Anna Thomas.Opening 
today at local theaters. Running 
11™“-: 122 minutes. Classified R 
(for language, some graphic vio­
lence and a scene of sexuality).

1960s was losing mo­
mentum after the assas­
sination of King. Their 
message was clear: 
White America could no 
longer count on pacifist 
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Mario Van Peebles’ “Panther” is the 
story of the rise and fall of a 1960s 
black radical movement that captured 
the imncination nf its time Morpmrs tv

few filmmakers have the known as El 
ambition to open their Californio, was 
arms wide and embrace born in Los An- 
so much life. This is the geles when it A 
great 'American" story," was Still pan or 
told again and again, of Mexico, and on 

his tombstone
he wants it writ­
ten, “and where
I lie, it is stiff Mexico.”

El Californio lives in a small 
house in East Los Angeles, and 
this house, tucked under a bridge 
on a dirt street that still actually 
exists, becomes a symbol of the
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family, gaining sands of other Mexican-Americans 
paint, windows, (most of them, like Maria, Ameri­

can citizens) and ship them ira 
a picket fence as cattle cars to central Mexico, hop- 

e _ family ing that they will never return. 
“This really happened,” says the 

movie’s narrator, Paco (Edward 
James Olmos), a writer who is 
telling the story of his family. But 
Maria fights her way back to her 
family, sheltering her baby in her 
arms.

As the action moves from the 
1930s to the late 1950s, we meet all 
the children: Paco; Irene, on her 
wedding day; Toni, who becomes a 
nun; Memo, who wants to go to law 
school; Chucho, who is attracted to 
the street life, and little Jimmy 
(“whose late arrival came as a
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Paco observes. “In my home, the difference between a 
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the plot, eventually runs the infil­
tration of the Panthers.

Newton and Seale (Courtney B. 
Vance) run the Oakland Panthers 
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when the Panthers paid 30 cents 
for Chairman Mao’s Little Red 
Book in Chinatown and sold it to 
.white Berkeley students for $1.

Those heady days, part of the 
Summer of Love, were soon ended, 
as the Panthers began to feel the 
pressure of the FBI. Its chief, J. 
Edgar Hoover, could not believe 
vounsr blacks were canable of run-
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sleep’’). Jimmv, so tortured by the loss of his brother, strong heart pf the family beats, and every thing leads 
is a special concern. But the family pulls together, and' up to a closing scene., between old -Jose and Mane,
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return to her family after being shipped away.
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v.ov.sv..., u „. Rarely have I felt at the movies such a sense of time
Nava, whose earlier films include the great “El and history, of stories and lessons passing down the 

Norte” 11984). which won an Oscar nomination for its generations, of a family living in its memories, 
screenplay, has an inspired sense of color and light,
and his movie has a visual freedom you rarely see on
the screen. Working with cinematographer Ed Lach- .
man. he uses color filters, smoke, shafts of sunlight family’s legends and heroes and stray sheep, and the 
and other effects to make some scenes painterly with strong sense of home. “Another country?'* young Jose 
beauty and color—and he has used a painter, Patssi says, when, he is told where Los Angeles is. “What 
Valdez, to design the interior of the Sanchez home. - does that mean—‘another country ?

insightful at the convenience of flooding Oakland with heroin. AI- 
* • — though the “ultimate conspiracy”

makes a convenient plot point, it 
does a disservice to young people 
who want to understand what real­
ly happened. The Panther's end 
came through exhaustion, through 
the imprisonment or exile of their 
best leaders, through the harass­

small the group really is. Minister^ ment of the FBI, and because some 
of Information Eldridge Cleaver members became disillusioned by 
(Anthony Griffith) arrives on the the questionable activities of oth- 
scene at about the time Newton is <  ' ' '. '
jailed on a frame-up, and is less of godfathers, 
a strategist, more of an instigator:
“You gotta sit on Eldridge.” New-

Continued from Page 45

great surprise”)..
Nava, who is of Mexican-Basque ancestry, and his 

co-writer and producer (and wife), Anna Thomas, tell 
their stories in vivid sequences. Irene’s wedding is 
interrupted by the arrival of a gang hostile to the 
hotheaded Chucho, and as they threaten each other, 
Paco tells us “it was the usual macho bull- - - -.” But 
eventually Chucho will lose his life because of it, and 
little Jimmy, seeing him die, will be scarred for many 
years.

Toni, meanwhile, becomes a nun, goes to South 
America, gets “political,” and comes home to present 
her family with a big surprise, in one of the many 
scenes that mix social commentary with humor. 
Memo (Enrique Castillo) does become a lawyer (and 
tells his Anglo in-laws that his name is “basically 
Spanish for “Bill”).

In one of the movie’s best sequences, Toni (Con­
stance Marie), now an activist in L.A., becomes 
concerned by the plight of a young woman from El 
Salvador who is about to be deported and faces death 
because of the politics of her family. She persuades 
Jimmy (Jimmy Smits) to marry her and save her from 
deportation, and in a sequence that is first hilarious 
and later quite moving, Jimmy does. (Instead of 
kissing the bride, he mutters “you owe me” ominously

In the scenes set in the 1950s and 1980s, Jose and 
Maria are played by Eduardo Lopez Rojas and Jenny 
Gago. They wake up at night worrying about their 
children (“thank God for Memo going to law school," 
Paco says, "or thev would have never gotten a night’s

 ... .



NO. 707
 

 

uazui/ho

1 *

ANDY HERNANDEZ ;
. •.

• I.

! .'J
I’ I

seri« of yors of conqqesL then the Spanish, BritU

r >

J.””:

•i L

the Uijitetl Stated Hoving withstood civil wan, for

we

Clnco
.1

‘v« $

i I
»> ■

^<.1, iTCT

iTT^rn
jJETTri-r-j

TTvHfnr.EW.TTSnE

-01 tTsmi Wfe «w tWi

-! K

ji’ hrt:..Jii

MT

I; j

11:30
14; 14

•* I . ,. •

-A-

i
i

y

!
i

'■ I 

peart

Hon fo rei

ean’ell

1 *. 
J‘

ft!

a
a<,.

i:AW

; ..
r  

•*.  

fodsflffipSHant national hbli. 
hundreds of

wl
•.'ilpy

. i..

! . 4 Clnco de Mayo, one of MeTlrn’a ll
.«. — ri 1 >".'1 « . i . .'■. */ 4 . 1.3 7- i . .'4-_. Ikr 

---- -----w 

- WBecelebfhtedMj 
thotifihhds 'bf Athene

^Pfindence pay rprfi quite alike an

t'sf, . • 

le Eur

Iven what It has taken 
r reason

o represents a nation’s detormlna- 
•rice tree-

nbre, which commem 
lepeh Pence from Spot

I ‘

HU
S%i«
71/

<«fz

4

I

I 
•I
I 
I 

.1
I
I
I
I

J
i<

g-OiQlstory Is made L 
itive Americans. No for

nrrhv nn<Ufr 

WB3 not, Howe1
Ipjces werelorcaddo retreat So what Mexico <g

!
i
) 

J 
J 
» 
i

... ■ whd wilt be telebthtlhg Clricd db 
■■ - Mayo will be Mexican-Ainefi- •

— .._J afe hot Mexicah-AmeHcah bf 
even Hispanic Ore taking part id Clnco de Mayo festl-

i iiSAN ANTONIO LIGHT

-> 94565709
ORC

•'A1.

‘■•M-!.:.; .1

i \ ii -

D01
ig 002

k—l

mwerg ws wj»H nc In 
■ r'

■same rejirl'eyp that history afforded thX iJnitp, 
jfetes jo develop without foreign Interventinn and lr 

i? 'ry and_deye|ppment might haw 
in quite different, as cure would have been differ 

god French had allied witi 
... „.. ‘ Jn bur CivirVarr

- -7 - Jay° represents the Mexican people’. 
^Hfopeari domination and theh 

^K,'. ^^.y,TTi^.r-,TO-n-7XT T-T*“.*Y*J "-Mwvawuy. 
-- The Mexican people have arguably paid a higher 
price for the freedom of their nation than those of us

■

lk. ■‘al'i

'<.•■■>; .’.J

I

w 

tj

orates is 
'STve tiirq

8************ 
•Q’^IU 22b 1041

166

J ■ ‘Mexlcq Ua proud pation. Given what It ba

? learn wmetM11^ B holiday *rom whlcl1 w® C^Q

05/02/95
L*“ . ‘JI, ‘J

.?;V'' •■:<■'!■•’* '■.'•*

flflfl otir <Tnr4i~

1

:. 4 .... :/.i .

X; • /•■•
• ’l • * f

Ji* '•:®very yfe®i’414|ter ftiithber 
of Ahterlcdbh whb afe hot Mexican-Amerlcad of 
even Hispanic Ore taking pari id Clnco de Mayo festi­
val^, dandes hhd bthet hbtiday activlHea.-i

  

^^s&glaB8a*g8aB, 

arii 
  

Clnco < , j 
tfembre, provides a -real, opportunity to teach ^tir; 
selves and to iedrii from others the ihehhidg of M&-■ cahiiefhhbbrH^FbFit lii&hht citlieddS g hitl3^. 

cefebfate aridrtihbmbfer thrit deflhes.who tifejr bfti 
whht;valtie^ the^'adhefe td, what hoped they hbkfc

descent Iri dried de Mayo? The oiitiihes of whdt iff 
-mm^re<,are.PjettystraightforWarcL

. !
>
i

i
i 
t
1 
I

■■ Is

Wea stateii-Hsvli.g Withstood civil wiKfoF

>lp army at the hanasof mes

I
i

MuKllL-LEPfifE

I
'C?jr/-¥-».>.n’i»oj jrrii

eace
■t'-.i.i ■!■ r'-' • ■. t- bn ■•. ■ r-',

iver, a <|eclalve battle, as Mexi

not a decisive military victory, but a de< 
foreign interventionTIEaTnrr 

 in their right and ability
A1 - --------1-----• x J-L ' _ ■ ‘-L-'A . b •

Claeb dd Mayo befebrates the defdni1 of th 
. iqniudable army at tbe handTo^^
ZOS led by:aa'Indian prpqldpnr ripfpndtng thelre 
dom and sovereignty of their "nation, tr

celebrate In J 
gl | ^Unitedwte? tpat cprresppnd with □ncoHeHfa\

Ciilco de Mayo 
sW^fertenacity’

ids of

 

■ most 6f lOgSMflMJUit, the United States tnteryened jn
whd will be telehrttlnit dried HA; > -SeSpaSSuBriUs

J and French landed troops in Me rim nnd ih^FrAnr 
| decided to stay. ~ ■>
j order to bulM their nation, Mexicans have hg< 
11 tOLghtend with hosilJe externalpowersnq wrH a£in 
N^rerrtfll riiviflivA fnrr*oa Wflrf MAYicfl hAAn given th

®S03?



213 7281820 P.02
r

/Pfco^ggt?

1974-1994 IfMM, PtlOieal, Stti^wmmettC
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SVREP together with the Southwest Voter Research Institute (SVRI) 
become the major source of political information on Latino political 
behavior and opinion.

The Southwest Voter Registration Education Project is a national 501(c)(3), 
non-profit, non-partisan, tax exempt organization committed to increasing 
the participation of Latinos and other minority group members in the 
American democratic process.

Since 1974, over two million Latinos have been registered to vote, along 
with steady increases in turnout, Latinos are now considered the fastest 
growing electorate in the Southwest and the nation. In SVREP's service 
areas, registration has increased a dramatic 100%.

Through the efforts of SVREP, over two thousand Latinos have been 
elected to office.

Since 1974, SVREP has conducted over 1,800 voter registration and voter 
education campaigns in approximately 200 communities in California, 
Arizona, New Mexico. Colorado, Texas, Oklahoma, Utah, Nevada, Idaho, 
Montana, Wyoming, and South Dakota. As a result of these efforts, over 
40,000 Latino community leaders have been trained in organization, 
registration and get out the vote (GOTV) techniques.

SVREP receives no public monies from either federal or state funds. All 
operating funds are received from the contributions of private foundations, 
corporations, and individuals. Donations to SVREP are tax deductible.

APR-03-95 MON 11:51 ANTONIO GONZALEZ

California Office: 1712 W. Beverly Blvd./Suite /Montebello. CA 90640/(213) 728-2706 or (213) 728-5613 
Fax (213) 728-4001 or (213) 728-1020
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About

STREP has helped to make major social and political gains for Latinos in the US 
and throughout Latin America for over 20 years. And while our mission is based on voter 
registration and education, in the last ten years, we have become increasingly active in 
other areas as well, especially that of economic empowerment including: U.S./Mexico & 
Latin American relations, and international economic and technical development 
tAAumnk, NAFTA, and LatinoNet - the new national computer on-line service).

STREP has conducted over 1800 voter registration campaigns in 14 states and has 
undertaken, and won, close to 100 voting rights litigations. Due in part to these efforts, 
the number of Latino registered voters in the U.S. has increased from 2 million in 1974 to 
over 5 million in 1994 During this period, the number of Latino elected officials has also 
dramatically increased from less than 1500 to over 5,000 nation-wide. In the 1992 general 
elections, a record number of over I million L atinos turned out to vote in California alone.

Now, with over 30 million Latinos in this country, SVREPs messages and efforts 
have become broad-based human concerns, which apply to all people. Our aim is to 
communicate more effectively with the masses by attaining, establishing, and maximizing 
higher visibility in the media Culture and the arts are a valuable and popular tool which 
can be harnessed for reaching and educating millions of people and increasing civic 
participation With the help of Latino entertainers and the entertainment industry, along 
with the increased participation and partnership development with mass media entities, we 
can continue to strengthen our collective voice.

Other issues that STREP is involved in include: immigration and citizenship; 
organizing, education and training of community leaders and elected officials. U.S. foreign 
and international policy development; and accountability of elected officials.

Southwest Voter Registration Education Project (STREP) is a non-partisan, 
nonprofit organization founded in San Antonio, Texas, in 1974. The organization's motto 
is: 'Sir Toto Es Su Voz" (Your Vote is Your Voice), and its mission is to further the 
political empowerment of U.S. Latinos. The most effective way of accomplishing this, we 
believe, is by educating people about the democratic process, registering eligible voters 
and getting them out to vote. We firmly believe that only through tills fundamental, 
constitutional right, the strengthening and exercising of our political voice, can we directly 
influence important issues affecting our communities.
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MEMORANDUM

To

The Event

The President is scheduled to speak around 7:00 p.m.

From:
Re;
Date:

The Southwest Voter Registration Education Project is the premier Latino political 
empowerment organization in the nation. Over the last 20 years it has conducted over 1,700 

struggle for Latinos, it has successfully litigated 85 redistricting and voting rights lawsuits. 

Its sister organization the Southwest Voter Research Institute has conducted extensive research 
on Latino voting behavior and opinion, policy research and building Democratic institutions 
and norms in Central America and South Africa.

• Registration Education Project is the premier Latino political

- Tvoter registration and [voter education campaigns in over 200 cities and local communities m 
the Southwest and the! West. SWVRP has also been at the forefront of the voting rights

During the NAFTA fijght SVRI was instrumental in gaining liberal Democratic congressional 
support by promoting the concept of the North Amencan Development Bank.

A number of congressmen, statewides and local officials are graduates and alumni of 
Southwest Voter It has trained over 40,000 leaders and activists for the last 20 years.

Catherine York
Cindy Jhsso-Rotunno
Andy Hernandez
SVREP Cinco de Mayo Washington DC Fundraiser

May 2, 1995

The President of SVRiEP and SVRI is Antonio Gonzales. Mr. Gonzales assumed this position 
upon the resignation df its former President, Andy Hernandez who is now the Director of 

Base Vote and Latino Outreach for the DNC.

Overview of the Southwest Voter Registration Education Project and it's research arm the 

Southwest Voter Research Institute

This is a SW Voter Washington DC Fundraiser. It is a stand up reception that will run from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. at the Washington Hilton and Towers Hotel.

The principals who will be attending are; the POTUS, the first lady and the cast from the film 

Mi Familia/My Family.
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Event Sponsors and Host Committee

Role of Chairman and the Political Directors

The Chairman and the Political Director will be recognized. It is mostly a meet and greet

Congresspersons Luis V. Gutierrez from Chicago, Lucille Roybal-Allard from Los Angeles nd 
Congressman Esteban Torres from Los Angeles as well as Sec. Cisneros are hosts of the 
event. Other senior level appointees are also on the host committee.
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LATINO POLITICS COMES OF AGE

By Antonio Gonzalez, Acting President

development and organizing abroad, as well as at home. Our request to you is simple:

Simply stated, Mexican Americans in the southwest are winning the struggle for 
political inclusion in the American democratic process. Over a twenty year span wc have 
generated thousands of new elected officials, millions of new registered voters and, 
importantly, a growing recognition by the mainstream that the electoral equation is 
changing. The 1.1 million Latino votes cast in November 1992 in California underscore 
this new equation.

Twenty years after the founding of the Southwest Voter Registration Education 
Project (SVREP), it is time to reflect on our progress. A generation ago, Mexican 
Americans were a politically powerless people, cutside the halls of power in virtually 
every way: our interests were excluded, our values disregarded, our voices unheard.

SVREP was bom into that world with a simple mission: attack the roots of 
exclusion of Mexican /Xmericans and other minorities by mounting a long-term, systematic 
effort to register, educate and tum-out Mexican American voters. Having organized in 
every community in the southwest and successfully litigated through the Voting Rights Act 
eighty five times, twenty years later, we believe victory is in sight.

hear us out, challenge us, and agree to work together with us to achieve our common 
community empowerment goals.

Acknowledging and applauding this victory does not mean that our work is done. 
Latinos still do not enjoy equitable representation in many communities where they live, 
and millions of immigrant Mexicanos and Central Americans need to be brought into 
citizenship and broader civic participation.

But, as the late founder of SVREP, William C. Velasquez predicted in the mid- 
1980 s, we must realize that our condition is changing from one of powerlessness to one 
of increasing political power at many levels. Our time in power is just beginning, and we 
will be judged by rules different from those inherent in the struggle for political power."

Thus, history has set a new challenge for Mexican American politics. We have 
achieved a measure of political power. But how we will we use it? Will we change and 
improve the rules of governance or conduct business as usual? Will we use the levers of 

government to resolve pressing problems of jobs and crime in our community or like so 
many others simply take care of number one?

This weekend, twenty years after the founding of SVREP, we will commemorate 
our achievements and put forth a new agenda for your consideration. This agenda will 
reaffirm our traditional voter registration education agenda as well as propose new 
initiatives in issues of economic empowerment, political accountability, leadership 
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Texas Latinos Vote Heavily Democratic

All Male
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voters in the state in 1992.

see CALIFORNIA, Pane 3
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RECORD CALIFORNIA
LATINO VOTE RETURNS 
FEINSTEIN TO SENATE
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Sources: Totals from CA Sec. of State
Latino turnout from Southwest Voter Research Institute 
latino support for candidates from LA. Times election day exit poll
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Sources: Southwest Voter Research Institute exit poll of 1.542 latino voters 
on Nov. 8, 1994. Numbers rounded to the nearest whole percent. Zero 
indicates less than one half of one percent.

Governor
Ann W. Richards 
George W. Bush
Kean- Ehlers

U.S. Senate
Richard Fisher
Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Pierre Blondeau

Attorney General
Dan Morales
Don Wittig
Vicki Flores

Straight/Split Ticket Voting

Straight Democrat
Straight Republican
Split Ticket

88
9
3

Latino Voters
Female

AU
3,976.885
3,811,232

716,906
8,505,023 100

165,653

52
6

43

Latino
626.827
205,822
102,911
935,553
420.999

VOTE FOR SENATOR AMONG LATINO 
AND 

NON-LATINO VOTERS IN CA: NOV. 94

Dianne Feinstein
Michael Huflington
Others
Total
Feinstein Margin

Non-Latino
3.350.065
3.605.410 

613.995 
7.569.470 
-255.346

registered voters, turned out in the close to the 60% turnout among all 
November election, considerably more
than the 39% turnout in 1990, and very

THE TEXAS LATINO VOTE IN 1994
(Numbers are Percents)Three out of four Latino voters chose to stay with incumbent 

Ann Richards in the race for Texas Governor, according to an 
exit [Kill conducted throughout the state by the Southwest 
Voter Research Institute (SVRI). The level of support for 
Richards (76%) was not significantly different from the 77% 
found by SVRI among Latinos in the 1990 election when she 
was first elected Governor

The Institute's exit poll was exactly consistent with the re­
sults of a [Kill conducted bv Mitofski International and not sig­
nificantly different from the 72% support found in another exit 
[xill bv Voter News Service

During the past five gubernatorial elections. Southwest 
Voter estimates that Texas Latinos have given an average of 
79% supiKirt to the Democratic candidate, although Richards' 
sup|x>rt was hie same this year among Latino voters as it was 

in 199(1 Anglo voters, especially males, shifted enough this 
scar lo provide George W Bush with the winning margin. 
Onls one in tour Anglo solers sup|xirted Richards this tunc

In the U S Senate conicsi. Democratic challenger Richard 
I ishei leceiscd Mipjxiit lioin seven in leu I.anno volets He 
received only two in fixe Anglo votes, according to media exit 

I polls
Attorney General Dan Morales was rc-clcctcd with support 

from 88% of Latino voters. This was not significantly different 

see IFN iS. PaKe 4

I

yj Southwest Voter
Research Notes

Latinos turned out to vote in record 
numbers in November's mid-term 
elections in California, and according to 
a study released December 16th, 

I provided Senator Dianne Feinstein with 
| her margin of victory over Michael 
I Huffington.

The study, conducted by Southwest 
! Voter Research Institute (SVRI), is the 
i first reliable estimate of Latino voter 
I turnout in this election year, according 

to SVRI President, Antonio Gonzalez.
The SVRI study places Latino 

proportion at 11% of all votes cast - a 
record high for Latinos in California. 

I The study estimates that 57% of Latino
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SVREP Celebrates 20th Anniversary, 
Selects New President

a

a

efforts in California and Arizona through 1990.
America Project (LAP) for SVRI in 1988.

Through the LAP, Gonzalez put SVRI on the map as the first Latino 
organization to include U.S.-Latin America relations in the U.S. Latino agenda. 
Key Gonzalez initiatives included: sending delegations to obsene the Nicaraguan 
and Salvadoran elections in 1990 and 1991; and leading the Latino Consensus on 
NAFTA movement that led to the creation of the North American Development 
Bank in 1992-93.

Gonzalez also served as the Texas Director of the National Immigration 
Forum in 1986 (through a joint SVREP-NIF project) and Executive Director of 
the Mexican American Legislative Caucus of the Texas House of Representatives 
in 1987.

Gonzalez is married to Alma Martinez and has a ten month-old daughter. 
Sara Francine. 0

Don't Mourn, Organize!

Throughout the southwest. Latino 
voter participation increased in 
comparison to 1990. So, the fact that 
statewide candidates and ballot 
measures vigorously opposed by Latinos 
won in November 1994 need not 
dishearten us.

In California, nearly one million 
Latinos turned out to vote, 78% to 22% 
against Proposition 187; and to support 
candidates that opposed this 
mean-spirited measure - an off-year 
record. In Texas, Latinos turned out 
nearly 450,000 votes, the highest 
off-year rate since 1982.

Latino support in California helped 
Diane Feinstein return to the U.S. 
Senate. Moreover, raza candidates for 
local office continued to win at all 
levels.

So, yes. Latinos lost important 
battles in November, but won some too. 
Most importantly, Latino participation 
continued to improve.

Now, the challenge is to take the 
initiative to nurture those activist 
sentiments among raza youth and 
immigrants brought forth by the 
struggle against Propostion 187 It is 
incumbent upon Latino leaders to 
accomplish three short term organizing 
tasks: 1) dramatically increase the 
number of immigrants that acquire 
citizenship; 2) block Proposition 187 
spin-off proposals in other states and 
Congress; and 3) facilitate the 
emergence of new immigrant and youth 
leaders and organizations.

Empowering emerging Latino 
communities is key to changing the 
equation which proved to our 
disadvantage in 1994. Another key will 
be the ability of Latino leaders to 
engage the public with a vision of 
America that rejects scapegoating and 
fear-mongering. Our vision must 
communicate the positive truth about 
Latinos and immigrants in U.S, society, 
as well as the contours of a common 
future that is prosperous, participatory, 
culturally diverse and ever more 
integrated with the Americas. 0

4
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Nearly five thousand persons attended SVREP’s 20th Anniversary events in 
Pasadena. California on July 29-31 and San Antonio, Texas on September 9-10 
1994 The two weekends were characterized by enthusiastic participation by 
longtime supporters, as well as new. young activists who journeved from cities and 
counties throughout the southwest. In California, President Bill Clinton sent a 
taped message to the Banquet. In Texas, Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen 
keynoted the Banquet.

The highlight of the San Antonio event was the announcement by the Boards 
of SVREP and SVRI that Antonio Gonzalez was unanimously selected as 
President of both organizations.

Gonzalez, thirty eight years old. has been with SVREP and SVRI since 1984 
A graduate of the University of Texas. San Antonio, he worked as an SVREP 
organizer in south and west Texas through 1988. before transferring to 
SVREP-Califomia. A native of Los Angeles. Gonzalez led SVREP’s organizing

He also created the Latin
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activities in 1995. The EPVREP succeeded in raising much of

Colorado

West Texas

On August 17 SVREP conducted a training and planning 
session in San Antonio which was attended by representatives electoral jurisdictions. The Denver area project was certaink 
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Panhandle
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of the seven projects launched in this area. Their efforts 
produced over 2.000 new Latino voters in Pecos. Ward. 
Winkler. Ector. Midland. Brewster and Crockett counties 
GOTV campaigns were conducted in Pecos. Ector and 
Midland producing a respectable 1.500 turnout

I he x. Paso VREP worked hard to register voters and to 
rcasc :hc turnout The campaign managed to register close

Hidalgc counties, proved to be the most successful producing 
an estimated 6.600 voters in the GOTV period. This represents 
a treme'deus last minute effort by Valley leadership and the 
campaigr. workers they recruited.

In Ca.~eron county', the early vote and election day efforts 
resulted :n over 2,000 voters going to the polls. These results 
would have been higher with greater lead time to organize and 
recruit volunteers. In Hidalgo. SVREP has a longer history 
and mounted an ambitious project with over 40 campaign 
workers canvassing and taking voters to the polls. In the early 
vote period their efforts accounted for a significant 12% of the 
23.000 early votes. There is definite interest by the Valley­
leadership in maintaining a year round voter education and 
registration effort. Congratulations to coordinators Joel Valera 
and Rene Pena in Hidalgo, and to Nora Zavala. Noelia 
Elizondo and Rogclio Nunez in Cameron.

The six projects in this area began less than one month prior 
to the close of registration and did surprisingly well. After a 
training session in Lubbock, the campaigns registered at least
1.600 people Some of the projects reported little cooperation and even some candidates. The trainings took p|;lcc in the San 

Fernando Valley, El Monte. Wilmington. Santa Monica.
Riverside. Dinuba. Fresno. Watsonville and San lose.

Highlights of the GOTV phase included L A. County

i

the most successful and best grass roots effort in the state.
In Colorado, official institutional obstacles make it difficult I 

for eligible citizens to register and vote. Though the National 
Voter Registration Act produced positive changes, the 
Colorado Latino VREP is still looking at ways to chanue 
procedures to allow for greater voter enfranchisement. Z

SVREP provided suppon to four projects working in nine 
' ounties that registered approximately 3.500 voters.

i Registration campaigns in Webb. Vai Verde. Maverick. 
I'valde. Frio. Zavala. Dimmitt. La Salle and Kinney counties annougn Latinos aifl turn out in tar greater numbers 
were buoyed by the support of the Wintcrgarden/Bordcr compared to the 1990 gubernatorial race, the need to maintain

our communities organized remains crucial In 1992. Latinos I 
came through with the highest voter turnout in the history of 
California politics (or any state election), and achieved true 
swing-vote strength. 1994. again saw a record turn out for a 
statewide race, signaling increased mobilization and record 
political awareness. For 1996. we need to expand on the work 
that has already been done. The groundwork is now set for
major political advances. 0

Denver area Latinos have called on SVREP to train and 
lend assistance to their registration and GOTV campaign An 
impressive list of Latino leaders acted as the steering 
committee of the Colorado Latino VREP who conducted four 
projects in the Denver area. CLVREP workers mounted an 
enthusiastic campaign and in the Brighton/^ ommcrcc City 
area alone, they contacted over 4,000 households in five davs. 
The campaigns are responsible for at least 4,000 votes in the 
four project areas in and around Denver a significant 
achievement representing at least 5% of the toial vote in those 

from the county registrars, demonstrating resistance to 
deputizing volunteers and questioning why they were 
registering so many Mexican Americans! The campaigns in 
ibis area accounted for 2.000 voters during early vote and Supervisor Gloria Molina visiting the El Monte I ligh School to 
election day encourage students to become civically responsible and lo

volunteer time to the El Monte Voter Registration Project In 
Riverside, their locally designed project T-shirts were a success 
and helped finance their GOTV efforts. In San lose, the PSA’s 
were tremendously successful and project coordinator Irene 
Marquez became a familiar face on TV news shows, making
Southwest Voters a household name in the bay area

Although Latinos did turn out in far

to 1,000 people and was responsible for turning 
voters in the early vote and on election day MALDEF and 
the Diocesan Migrant and Refugee Project collaborated with 
SVREP in establishing the campaign. The campaign efforts 
were very well received in the community and the project looks 
forward to continuing voter education and registration

their own resources by holding local fund-raisers ° 1

Vliance Inc., and its network, which arc direct results of the 
|,),,2 SXREP campaigns. The GOTV efforts took place in 
Webb. Uvalde and Frio counties, and succeeded in turning out 

"'er 3.i mi voters.
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SVREP Reports
Raza Turns Out in Texas and Colorado

Texas Lower Valley

The Lower Valley campaigns, in vote rich Cameron and

see RAZA, Page 7

see I. A TINOS, Page 7
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Latinos Mobilize to Get Out the 
Vote in California

In one of the most successful voter registration and get out 
the vote campaigns in recent years, SVREP registered close 
to 9,000 Mexican American voters for the November 8, 1994 
elections. Ten registration drives in south and west Texas 
registered over 5,500 voters. The SVREP campaigns turned 
out over 13,000 voters in Texas. In the 1990 gubernatorial 
race, 30%, or 329,000 Mexican Americans voted - this year. 
SVREP predicted a record turnout of over 400,000. Our 
latest estimates indicate that this figure was surpassed with 
at least 447,000 Mexican American voters going to the polls.

In keeping with its mission of empowering Mexican 
American communities, SVREP organized and trained local 
steering communities and coordinators to register, mobilize 
voters, and conduct GOTV campaigns. These local leaders 
recruited volunteers and mobilized their communities - 
demonstrating once again - our community's ability to 
organize around issues that are important to us.

Although some election results were difficult for the Latino 
community to accept. Southwest Voter Registration Education 
Project managed to resource voter mobilization efforts of 
California Latinos. With voter registration projects in the 
L A.. Orange. Riverside. Santa Cruz, Santa Clara. Fresno, and 
Tulare County areas, SVREP sponsored projects succeeded in 
registering over 10,000 new Latino voters.

The project's success was due to intense coordination by the 
SVREP staff in L.A. and San Antonio. A key component was 
a two-day training session held in L.A. by SVREP staff. It was 
attended by oxer 60 community leaders representing 20 
different counties. Sixteen projects evolved from this training 
and began operating by September.

Each project consisted of "tres responsables,” which 
included the Chairperson. Project Coordinator and the 
Treasurer. This team worked together to recruit volunteers 
from their perspective communities to become part of the 
door-to-door canvassing effort. SVREP created the "Walker" 
computer program which enabled each project to input their 
canvassing progress on a daily basis and come up with a 
walking list of their own. Some of the materials included 
SVREP hats, bumper stickers, flyers and precinct books.

There was also an information dissemination component 
which provided flyers on citizenship and a fact sheet on Prop. 
187 provided by MALDEF. SVREP also conducted a Prop. 

| 187 poll during the canvassing. We found Latinos to be 4 to 1 

against Prop. 187 in the areas we were working.
During the two weeks prior to election day. video PSA's 

were distributed to television outlets and received intense 
broadcast throughout the state, as evidenced by the barrage of 
calls our L.A. office took on the toll free number

By the voter registration deadline. El Monte had utilized 
196 volunteers and walked 1,926 hours throughout their 
project. San Jose contacted 2.091 households and obtained 
1.169 votes by mail applications. Fresno walked 37 precincts 
while Dinuba registered 539 new voters. New leadership was 
recruited from all projects and for the first time in several 
years, certain areas such as Wilmington, Long Beach and 
Compton had new’ leadership surge. Another encouraging 
development was the significant increase of volunteers, 
especially from high school students. Other volunteers ranged 
from college students to interns, and included a strong 
participation from the Asian community in the San Jose area. 

Get-Out-The-Vote (GOTV) phase included 9 projects. 
These projects were trained in their perspective communities 
and were attended by the "responsables" volunteers, students
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