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Creative America
Report to the President

RECOMMENDATIONS

ASSERTING LEADERSHIP FOR THE NEXT MILLENNIUM

FINDINGS:

At the convergence of a new century and a new millennium, America will reflect on its past and
celebrate the future. What better way to understand the lessons of history and to imagine the
future than through the humanities and the arts? The 20th century has witnessed a burst of
American creativity in many fields. The coming millennium will be an opportunity to ensure the
continued greatness of our national cultural life, We in the United States should seize this
moment to take stock of what our country has achieved in the arts and the humanities and
summon our best artsts and scholars to envisage our future.

The United States should observe the millennium by a national initiative, led by the White
House, which celebrates American ideas and artistic creation, culminating in a magnificent series
of events spanning the year from 2000 to 2001. As we approach the millennium, the President
can provide special leadership for the American people to rejoice in their creativity and
appreciate our collective heritage.

Historical precedents -- such as the Columbian Exposition of 1893 in Chicago which
commissioned new work by America’s leading artists and architects and convened an
international congress of scholars and scientists, or the centennial celebration of American
independence in Philadelphia in 1876 — suggest that anniversaries can leave lasting marks on the
nation's cultural landscape. Great Britain and other countries are already preparing their own
impressive national undertakings, providing funds for new museums, performing arts centers and
educational programs that will enrich their cultural life for years to come.

As we shall demonstrate, cultural life in the United States faces serious problems today. There
arc financial and other threats on the horizon that could undermine our artistic and educational
institutions and their accomplishments.

After outlining our vision for a special Millennium Initiative, we offer five sets of
recommendations we believe will enable us to sustain our rich cultural heritage -- five steps to
the future we can take together as Americans:

Investing in Cultural Capital

Educating Our Youth for the Future
Renewing American Philanthropy
Affirming the Public Role

Expanding International Cultural Relations
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