








“A Celebration of Girls, ” September 6
A series of workshops and panel discussions hosted by UNICEF

“International Youth Day, ” September 11
A series of panel discussion featuring the Youth on Official Government delegations

United States Delegation Talking Points

"Youth, after all, own the future: they have a right therefore to own the actions of Beijing.
This time, in Beijing, the world's youth will be there, and they will be watching those who
hold the future in their hands." -Secretary-General Gertrude Mongella

. More than 50% of the world's population is under the age of 25, and by the year 2000, more than half of
the world’s population will be under the age of 20. More than 80% of the world’s young people live in
developing countries.

. Many of the issues that will be addressed in Beijing -- access to education, employment and health,
HIV/AIDS and STDs, domestic violence, the role of the mass media -- have a differential impact on girls

and young women.

. Beijing can act as the vehicle through which the women leaders of the world share their insights and
experiences with their younger counterparts. It will be an opportunity to mobilize and inspire a new
generation of women and men. Beijing will also be an unprecedented forum for the world's youth to
express their needs, concerns, and perspectives and to offer strategies and solutions.

. The US Government has demonstrated extraordinary leadership by including young women on their
official delegation and by proposing a number of significant amendments pertaining to youth. An
unprecedented 85 other young women and men representing 62 countries have been appointed to their
Official delegations, and over 3500 youth participated in the NGO Forum.

. The US is working to ensure that young women are indeed "active and effective” participants in the
preparation, participation and follow-up to the Conference. In negotiating the Platform for Action, the
US called for "special measures [to be] taken to ensure that young women have the life skills necessary
for active and effective participation in all levels of social, cultural, political, and economic leadership. "
[Global Framework, para. 42] The US will continue its work on the section on the Girl Child.

. Today's youth will be tomorrow's leaders; many are already taking leadership roles in their communities,
schools, and in the workplace. The spirit, energy, and determination of today's youth have made
important contributions to the Conference dialogue. The US Delegation Youth Team is dedicated to the
notion that the needs, concerns, perspectives, and ideas of today’s young women and girls are best
represented by the young people themselves. The US is increasingly recognizing the important role that
youth-led organizations play in addressing the needs of girls and young women and in offering innovative
strategies and solution.



A Celebration of Girls »

This special event will provide a forum for awareness raising, articulation of concerns on the situation, needs and
opportunities for girls, with a focus on girls” education. Through information sharing and exchange on successful initia-
tives, in both government and non-governmental sectors, this event will promote alliance-building for generating
commitment and actions for girls.

The Programme will be divided into three sessions: 1000-1300; 1330-1500; and 1500-1815.

0930-1000 Setting the context: Audio-visual presentation and photo-display
1000-1300 Session 1
1000-1015 Song by girls from China and presentation of flowers to dignitaries along
with the pinning of buttons by girls.
1015-1030 Welcome and opening remarks, Ms. Carol Bellamy
Executive Director, UNICEF
1030-1130 Panel Discussion: Education: Priority action for girls
Chair: Ms. Carol Bellamy
Speakers:

H.R.M. Queen Fabiola, Belgium

H.R.H. Princess Basma Bint Talal, Jordan

H.E. Begum Khaleda Zia, Prime Minister of Bangladesh

H.E. Ms. Spesiosa Wandira-Kazibwe, Vice President of Uganda

Mrs. Ruth de Cardoso, First Lady of Brazil

H.E. Ms. Cristina Alberdi, Minister-of Social Affairs, Spain

Mme. Chen Muhua, Vice-Chairperson, Standing Committee of National
Peoples Congress, China

Ms. Gertrude Mongella, Secretary General, FWCW

1130-1135 Song /video (FAWE: “l want to go to school”)
1135-1230 Speak up: Growing up as a Girl

Chair: Ms. Karin Sham Poo, Deputy Executive Director, UNICEF
In this session, adult women will relate their experience on growing up as girls. Girls and young women will respond.
The session will focus on obstacles the adult women faced with emphasis on social and cultural discriminatory
values, attitudes and practices; factors that contributed to their empowerment; and successful strategies used to
overcome the obstacles.

Speakers:
Adults: H.E. Ms. Cecilia Lopez, Minister of Environment, Colombia

Ms. Aida Gindy, Former UNICEF Regional Director

Mes. Patricia Licuanan, Chair, Commission on the Status of Women

M:s. Bella Abzug, President, Women’s Environment & Development Organisation
Ms. Ela Bhatt, Founder President, Self Employed Women’s Association, India

Girls: 6 girls to be identified in consultation with DAW, Girls Inc., Ms. Foundation,
WEDO, FEMNET and Asian Women’s Human Right Council

There will be a simultaneous mime/nonverbal presentation of the issues by SISTREN, Kingston, Jamaica
1230-1300 Audience participation and feedback
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1330-1500 Session 1l

1330-1400 Presentation on Meena:
Facilitator:

1400-1500 Discussion:

Facilitators:

An animated film series on girls in South Asia
Ms. Ruth Hayward, Deputy Regional Director, UNICEF, Kathmandu

Visions For Equality - Youth as agents of change
(organised jointly with the United Nations Department for the
Advancement of Women (DAW))

Mes. Sreelakshmi Gururaja, UNICEF, New York
Ms. Sherril Whittington, DAW, New York

Young women will share their vision for the future and there will be a simultaneous mime/nonverbal presentation
of the issues by GABRIELA, Manila, Philippines.

1500-1815 Session |1l
1500-1600 Testimonials:
Chair:

Keynote Speaker:

Girls and women: Bridges to Peace
(organised jointly with UNIFEM/AFWIC)

Ms. Noeleen Heyzer, Director, UNIFEM
Nobel Laureate, Ms. Rigoberta Menchu, Guatemala

Testimonials to be provided by young women from Liberia, Rwanda, Sudan, Somalia, Sarajevo, Afghanistan

1600-1645 Panel:
Chair:
Discussants:

1645-1745 Panel:
Chair:

Discussants:
Networking for advocacy:

Alliance-building for girls:

Ending harmful traditional practices:

Involving established international
NGOs for girls:

1745-1800

1800-1815 Celebration:

I. The Way Forward: Commitments for Action
Ms. Pratima Kale, Regional Director, UNICEF, Bangkok

Representatives from partner organizations

- Ms. tvanka Corti, Chair, CEDAW Committe

- Ms. Akila Belembaogo, Chair, Committee on the Rights of the Child
- Ms. Gwendolyn Baker, U.S. Committee for UNICEF

Il. The Way Forward: Alliances for action

Ms. Misrak Elias, Senior Adviser, Gender & Development,
UNICEF, New York

Representatives from non-governmental organisations

Ms. Njoki Wainaina, FEMNET- African Women’s Development
and Communication Network

Ms. Mary Purcell, Working Group on Girls,

NGO Committee for UNICEF

Ms. Berhane Ras-Work, Inter-African Committee on Traditional
Practices Affecting the Health of Women and Children

M:s. Razia Ismail, World Young Women’s Christian Association
Highlights of the Day - Ms. Misrak Elias
Our Rights as Girls

Girls and young women will participate and express their rights with visual aids/songs

Please Note: Schedule and speakers are subject to change.
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I visited Mongolia last February--Ulaanbaatar is the/t’hm et !
coldest capital in the world. The country is an

extraordinarily beautiful place, and the Mongolians are a

very friendly and warm people. The Mongolians are

fantastic hosts. Everybody who goes to Mongolia returns

pleased with their trip. I'm sure you'll enjoy your visit.

If you superimposed the map of Mongolia on a map of the
U.S., Mongolia would stretch from New York to Denver, and
from Dallas to Minneapolis.

With only 2.3 million people, however, its population is
almost the same as that of the state of Arkansas.

Mongolia has 26,8 million head of livestock (Mongolians
only count horses, cows, sheep, goats, camels, and yaks.)
This means that humans are outnumbered 11 to 1 by livestock.

More than half the population is under the age of 25.

Monglla is one of the most pristine countries in Asia.

Laée ‘F(usgul is the geologic t;‘%é Russia's Lake Baikal M

=

This July, the most important exhibit of Mongolian art ever

to be shown in the United States -- "Mongolia: The Legacy
of Chinggis Khan" -- opened at the Asian Art Museum in San
Francisco.

This exhibit will go from San Francisco to Denver, then
open at the National Geographic in Washington in the spring
of 1996.

Mongolian history has several very prominent and revered
women. For example:

- Chinggis Khan's mother Oeolun, who lectured the young
Temujin (Chinggis Khan's name as a youth) and his brothers
about the importance of staying united by showing them how
easily one arrow could be broken, but how hard it is to
break five arrows held together;

- Borto, Chinggis Khan's principal wife and trusted
adviser;

- Chahi, empress under Kubilai Khan;
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o More recently, Mongolian women have enjoyed a status much
higher than that of most other women in Asia. 43 percent
of all university graduates are women, and women make up 70
percent of the doctors, 26 percent of lawyers, and 55

percent of teachers. Literacy of women is as high as it is
for men.

o Mongolia is the site of the world's first discoveries of
dinosaur eggs. These were found by the American Museum of
Natural History expeditions in the 1920s. We are proud to
note that the American Museum has been continuing its
explorations over the past several years and has made
important new discoveries in each of its work seasons.

reign 1li Politi Economi

o Mongolia is a landlocked country, wedged between Russia and
China.

o It has had a rough time in the last few centuries, under
the thumb of either Russia or China. From the 1920s until
1990, Mongolia was a de facto Soviet republic.

o The Mongolians have an almost paranoid fear of Chinese and
Russian encroachment and domination, due in large measure
to their history.

o The Mongolians see the United States, Japan, other nations
and interpational organizations, as key relationships that
help balance the influence of China and Russia. As a
result, relations with the U.S., Japan, Germany, and South
Korea have been expanded. A broad spectrum of countries
and institutions provide assistance to Mongolia's economic
and political reforms. Mongolia is seeking membership in
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum, and the ASEAN
Regional (security) Forum.

Mongoli liti .

o Overview: Mongolia is a good news story that is virtually
unknown in the U.S. The country has transformed itself
from a one-party communist dictatorship into a pluralist
political system very seriously and quietly. It has done
so without bloodshed, with much political debate, and with
very-littTe recognitiom.——The political change has also
been carried out at a time of acute economic distress, as
the country faced the loss of Soviet aid and the need to
create the mechanism of a market economy.

o) Politics: 1In late 1989, Mongolians rose up to demand a

democratic government, and an end to the communist system
and Soviet domination.
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Demonstrations which began in sub-zero weather culminated
with the resignation of the Communist Party Politburo,
legalization of other political parties, pluralistic
elections, and the writing of a new constitution.

In the intervening years, Mongolia has made tremendous
progress in its democratic and free-market reforms -- three
democratic elections, an independent judiciary, laws
respecting human rights and private property, the welcoming
of free enterprise and foreign investment. This transition
is even more remarkable and courageous when you consider
that it's been peaceful, no(bloodshed, and done despite
severe economic hardships. [\In my talks with ngolians,
I've been struck-by—theliT Cetfmon commitment to rac

ard-~S-free market,

There are no pofffical prisoners, and the country's record
nn basic human rights is also excellent.

Economy: When the Soviets left, they took with them
assistance and support worth about a third of GDP. The
country was not alone in suffering the end of Soviet
assistance, but the impact was particularly severe for '
Mongolia since 90 percent of its trade was with the Soviet
Union.

The economy went into freefall. Output declined, the )
balance of payments deteriorated, and inflation grew

rapidly, reaching a rate of almost 400 percent annually.

The social safety net began to fall apart.

The economy rebounded this year and last with some modest,
but positive growth in the economy. Unemployment has
reached a four-year low, and inflation is on a downward
course. Most observers are fairly optimstic about
prospects for the economy.

Export earnings come from some minerals -- copper, gold,
hopefully they'll strike some large o0il reserves -- and
cashmere, with a little tourism, primarily from Japan.

-Mongolia R i

We established relations in 1987, and opened an Embassy the
following year. The original staff was three Americans and
a telex machine. The first telegram ever sent to the
Embassy was delivered to the Soviet Embassy. The local
telegraph office didn't believe the U.S. Embassy was there.

Relations accelerated dramatically following the peaceful
democratic changes that began in the spring of 1990. The
Secretary Baker twice visited Mongolia, in 1990 and 1991.
The first ever visit by a Mongolian President to the White

House wags. in January 1991. You will be the most senior
Uvs*ﬁﬁiéaﬂiﬁl to hawe—+t+eited Mongolia in fifty vears.



We have excellent relations with the Mongolian government
and people.

Our principal national interests in Mongolia is to see the
democratic and free-market reforms succeed, and to promote
U.S. trade and investment with Mongolia. We support a
democratic, prosperous, and independent Mongolia.

Our assistance is directed toward democratization -- this
includes assistance to women NGOs and leaders --, for the
power plants -- without which there would be no reform at
all -- and for economic reform.

Our strong verbal support for Mongolia's democracy, however

is running up against the realities of our declining

foreign assistance budget. We pledged thirteen million

dollars at the 1994 Tokyo donors' conferen¢ce, and were

able to give only $10.6 million. Your announcement of

additional aid will bedp bridge this gap, P«7T 7ves 4D e
maZe TuAn g ==L

We have also sought to promote American investment and

trade in Mongolia, although we are starting from a modest

level.

In October 1994, the United States and Mongolia signed a
Bilateral Investment Treaty -- the first with a
post-communist country in Asia. The treaty has been
ratified by the Mongolian parliament, but is still pending
action by the U.S. Senate. There is no controvery about
the treaty, but our process takes longer.

American investment in Mongolia is concentrated in four
main areas: o0il exploration, cashmere, copper, and
uranium. In addition, the U.S. market is the ultimate
destination for the textiles produced by a Canadian venture
which directly or indirectly employs over a thousand
workers.

Oil: Two small U.S. oil companies -- Nescor and Soco,
headquartered in Texas -- are the only oil companies
working in Mongolia at this time.

Cashmere: Amicale Industries opened a state of the art
cashmere scouting and dehairing plant in April 1995.

Copper: Mongolia has one of the world's largest open-pit
copper and molybdenum mines at Erdenet, which is run by a
joint Russian-Mongolian operation. Nescor has created a
joint venture for an investment of $6-$8 million for a
copper leaching plant that will extract pure copper from
the waste at the mine.

Uranium: Although world uranium prices are depressed, two
American firms have established joint ventures there.













































USAID'S PROGRAM S8UPPORTS MONGOLIA'S
DEMOCRATIC AND ECONOMIC TRANSITION

USAID assistance to Mongolia was initiated in 1991, following
Mongolia's break with the Soviet Union in 1990. The goal of our
assistance is to support Mongolia's rapid shift from a Soviet-
supported, state-controlled society to a market oriented
democracy. The transition has placed an extraordinary burden on
a government used to hefty Soviet subsidies and has resulted in
shocks to the economy, a decline in the quality of life and new
social ills. The government is struggling to put in place a new
market-oriented system, to establish democratic institutions and
good governance and to deal with emerging social problems.

USAID is providing assistance in three major areas -- all
directly related to reinforcing Mongolia's transition: energy,
economic policy reform and private sector development, and
democratization.

Enerqgy

Mongolia has an extremely harsh climate. Ulaanbaatar is the
world's coldest capital, and average temperatures are below 0
degrees C. over half of the year. This makes the country
particularly vulnerable. 1Its aging energy and heating systems,
built and supported by the Russians, have been on the verge of
total collapse. Without power, business would come to a
screeching halt and the infrastructure in the capital would
freeze and be irreversibly damaged. A collapse of the energy
system would destabilize the new, fragile democracy and undermine
the free market reforms underway.

USAID's five-year $35 million Emergency Energy Project has
literally kept the lights and heat on by providing critically
needed spare parts, technical assistance and training and
improving the performance of coal mines and power plants. U.S.
assistance has been an essential ingredient in maintaining the
energy system during the past four winters (1991-1994) without a
major breakdown. USAID plans to complete its original energy
pledge of a total of $35 million in the next year. We hope that
Mrs. Clinton will announce our intention to provide an additional
$3.5 million to help Mongolia get through another tough winter
before help is available from other donors.

USAID's energy program focuses on, first, protecting the physical
infrastructure by keeping the heat and lights on, and, second,
helping the Government of Mongolia address long-term energy
needs, including energy conservation. USAID assistance:

- purchases and installs spare parts for the coal mines and
selected power plants to keep them running;

- provides technical assistance and training to avert an
energy crises;



- provides longer-term technical assistance to identify energy
needs and to obtain necessary equipment and parts;

- helps Mongolians establish a longer-term energy sector
framework that focuses on energy conservation and reducing
energy waste, both in energy production and in consumption
by businesses and private customers.

Democracy/Governance

Mongolia has made an irrevocable commitment to democratization.
It is a leader in this respect among the countries of the former
Soviet sphere of influence. However, it takes time to create
strong and affective democratic institutions, and to ensure that
people can participate in all aspects of political life. The
Mongolians still need to strengthen the governing capacity of the
administrative and legislative branches, ensure the independence
of the judiciary and encourage public participation in civic
affairs.

USAID funded activities help members of the new Mongolian
Parliament do their jobs better, develop the legal and regulatory
base for an independent judiciary, promote legal education,
establish an independent bar association, promote public
participation in civic affairs, and encourage the
decentralization of the government. Specifically, USAID
assistance:

- supports study tours to other Asian parliaments as well as
to the U.S.;

- supports training sessions on the technical and managerial
aspects of operating a political party in a democracy;

- provides direct assistance to non-governmental organizations
and political parties to increase their capacity to manage
and carry out their roles in a pluralistic society; and,

- in anticipation of the upcoming elections in 1996 and 1997,
will support strengthening of political parties to
participate in these elections and creating the framework
under which the elections will be held.

Economy

Mongolia's economy went into a free fall in 1991 when it broke
with the Soviet Union. Foreign trade dropped by nearly 90% over
the next two years, industrial production declined by 38% and
construction activity by 42%. Mongolia has launched an ambitions
transformation from communism to democracy, and from a centrally
planned to a market-oriented economy. But with the loss of
Soviet trade and subsides to the economy, Mongolia faces serious
difficulties.

Economic stabilization is necessary to maintain broad public
support for a democratic transition. USAID's goal for promoting
economic growth in Mongolia is to assist in developing a legal
and regulatory infrastructure that will encourage the growth of



the private sector and create jobs. Programs are helping develop
the underlying skills, knowledge, and tools to manage an open,
competitive market economy. USAID's assistance:

- directly supports the office of the Prime Minister with
technical advice for improving economic policies;

- supports training for commercial bankers to help establish a
more effective financial sector; and,

- provides training in public policy and economics for key
decision makers both within and outside of government.



Capital: Ulaanbaatar

Population: Estimated at 2.4 million in 1993

National product per capita: $1,200, 1993 purchasing
power parity estimate

Currency: Tughrik (Tug)

Gross Domestic Product: Totaled $1.1 billion in 1992.

Government: Republic. The first direct election of the
president was held on 6 June in accordance
with the Constitution adopted in January 1992.
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More recently, Mongolian women have enjoyed a status much
higher than that of most other women in Asia. 43 percent
of all university graduates are women, and women make up 70
percent of the doctors, 26 percent of lawyers, and 55

percent of teachers. Literacy of women is as high as it is
for men.

Mongolia is the site of the world's first discoveries of
dinosaur eggs. These were found by the American Museum of
Natural History expeditions in the 1920s. We are proud to
note that the American Museum has been continuing its
explorations over the past several years and has made
important new discoveries in each of its work seasons.

Mongolian Foreign Policy/Politics/Economics

(¢}

Mongolia is a landlocked country, wedged between Russia and
China.

It has had a rough time in the last few centuries, under
the thumb of either Russia or China. From the 1920s until
1990, Mongolia was a de facto Soviet republic.

The Mongolians have an almost paranoid fear of Chinese and

Russian encroachment and domination, due in large measure
to their history.

The Mongolians see the United States, Japan, other nations
and international organizations, as key relationships that
help balance the influence of China and Russia. As a
result, relations with the U.S., Japan, Germany, and South
Korea have been expanded. A broad spectrum of countries
and institutions provide assistance to Mongolia's economic
and political reforms. Mongolia is seeking membership in
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum, and the ASEAN
Regional (security) Forum.

Mondgolian Politics/Economics
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Overview: Mongolia is a good news story that is virtually

unknown in the U.S. The country has transformed itself
from a one-party communist dictatorship into a pluralist
political system very seriously and quietly. It has done
so without bloodshed, with much political debate, and with
very little recognition. The political change has also

been carried out at a time of acute economic distress, 3as

the country faced the loss of Soviet aid and the need to

create the mechanism of a market economy.

Politics: 1In late 1989, Mongolians rose up to demand a
democratic government, and an end to the communist system

and Soviet domination.




























































