





SCENE-SETTER FOR ANTHROPOLOGICAL MUSEUM

Context;

Mexico City’s national Museum of Anthropology is one of the world’s great museums and
Mexicans are exceptionally proud of everything from its distinctive architecture to its unparalleled
collection. The Anthropology Museum has a close working relationship with many institutions in
the United States, especially the Smithsonian’s National Gallery of Art in Washington. From last
June through October the Smithsonian was host to a splendid exhibit of Olmec art from Mexico
and to reciprocate, sent the exhibit called “Masterworks of the U.S. National Gallery” to the
Anthropology Museum in Mexico City. It closed last week. Your guide will be the museum
director and he may well be accompanied by senior officials from the National Council for Culture
and the National Institute for Anthropology and History.

Objectives:

. To further demonstrate your interest in Mexico’s history and your appreciation for the
cultures which existed here in pre-Hispanic times.

. To enjoy one of the world’s finest museums.

Talking Points:

--In visiting a museum such as this it is somewhat humbling to realize the breadth and antiquity of
Mexican history through its 30 centuries.

--It is difficult to recognize that there was a thriving city of perhaps 200,000 people in what is
now Mexico City long before any Europeans had dreamt that this hemisphere existed.

--My visit to Mexico is also driving home to me that the fusion of European and indigenous

cultures began in Mexico almost a full century before the first European colonists arrived in
what is now the United States.
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SCENE-SETTER FOR MEXFAM

Context:

MEXFAM is a Mexico associate of Planned Parenthood International and receives funding from
USAID. The center you are visiting, called “La Conchita” (the little shell), is fundamentally a
youth recreation center, but it also conducts outreach to the more than 1,000,000 people who live
in the area. Aside from providing a recreational opportunity for youth, their purpose is to provide
family planning information for secondary school Mexicans (in Mexico, secondary means
essentially through the ninth grade; the time after that is called preparatory). Although family
planning is the fundamental purpose, apart from sports, there are other activities as well: some
training in mechanics, computers, etc. The autonomous Federal Elections Institute also is
operating an information center on the premises, up through the July 6 Mexico elections. Pending
vetting of the script, there will likely be a skit or sketch carried out by young people affiliated with
the school which they perform in neighborhoods outside the center to make people aware of
family planning issues.

Objectives:

. To get an appreciation for the work that private organizations are doing to convey

family planning information to young people in the lower and lower-middle class strata of
greater Mexico City.

. To get some sense of what the lower echelons of urban life in Mexico are like.

Talking Points:

--I'm really pleased to be here and to see the valuable work that MEXFAM is carrying out to

ensure that young people in this capital have the information that they need to make wise
decisions.

A A ANTYAL S1en LCCHALIELIH bT AT JEET-CP-MAH






SCENE-SETTER FOR COFFEE WITH MRS ZEDILLO

Context:

By her own choice Mrs. Zedillo is not a broadly known public figure in Mexico. Naturally,
people know who she is, but she has preferred to keep a rather low profile here, not picking up
many of the public charitable and social events that some of her predecessors have taken.

Objectives:

0 To establish a personal relationship which should make the rest of the visit and and
any subsequent contacts more smooth.

Talking Points:

Talking points will be developed when more is known of the schedule and whether or not Mrs.
Zedillo has been in Yucatan with Mrs. Clinton,

SA'd NDIX3W S1EN ASSHALSIWH QT:RT 2 ART-S7-¥EH



SCENE-SETTER FOR ARRIVAL IN MERIDA

Context:

As you know, the Mexicans were anxious for a visit to Merida during the initial schedule in which
both the President and First Lady would come. Merida is the capital of the state of Yucatin and
shares the Yucatan Peninsula with the states of Quintana Roo (home to the famous resort of
Cancun) and the state of Campeche. The Yucatan Peninsula 1s best known as being the center of
the Mayan empire and is dotted with archaeological sites. It is also the site of the first encounter
between the conquistadorcs and the indigenous peoples of Mexico. Yucatan is somewhat
removed from the mainstream of Mexican political life because of its geographic isolation.

Objectives:

a A quiet and low-key arrival in Merida is desired, although because the First
Lady is arriving ahead of the President, we can expect a fair bit of media interest
as a lead-up to the Presidential visit. It is quite likely that the First Lady would be
met by Mrs. Nilda Patricia Velasco de Zedillo, First Lady of Mexico, Mrs. Amira
Hemandez de Servera, wife of the Governor of the state of Yucatan, and by
Mrs. Lulu Ululani de Gurria, wife of Mexico’s Foreign Minister. The Mexicans
envision this as a public event,

Talking Points:

--I have come to Merida in order to see some of the splendors that my husband, because of his
recent injury, is not able to join me in. I can tell you that he is extremely disappointed that he
will not have the chance to see some of the things that T am going to be able to see on this trip.

--While my principal objcctive is to see some of the archaeological heritage of Yucatan and indeed
of Mexico and the entire world, I also hope to get a chance to see some of the social programs
which have been undertaken in order to advance the people of Yucatén.

99 "4 AT A TEA e



SCENE-SETTER FOR VISIT TO AND LUNCH AT FRANZ MEYER MUSEUM

Context:

The Franz Meyer Museum is a private museum occupying a site owned by the Govemment of
Mexico. The site is a 1 7"-century building which has served many purposes over the years,
including that of a hospital. The Museum is dedicated to the decorative arts and offers one of the
finest appreciations of colonial art and artifacts in Mexico City. The quiet and classic Spanish
colonial courtyard in the Museum would make an excellent site for the luncheon to be hosted by

" Mrs. Jones for Mexican women of accomplishment. Mrs. Jones has curated an exhibit in this
museum. The exhibit dealt with the history of English ceramics in Mexico.

Objectives:

0 To get a finer appreciation of the colonial history of Mexico, since most of your
other cultural site visits have been dedicated to pre-Colombian history.
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SCENE-SETTER FOR CIUDADELA MARKET

Context:

The Ciudadela (see-you-dah-DE-la) market is one of the capital’s leading markets for Mexican
handicrafts (“artesanias” - are-tay-sah-NI-ahss). Unlike some of the other markets, this one is
visited by both tourists and Mexicans alike. It contains a nice selection of Mexican handicrafts
ranging from silver through carved wood, textiles and glassware.

Objectives:

8] To share an experience that most American tourists in Mexico have and to perhaps
find some nice souvenirs of your trip to Mexico.
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