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SLOVAKIA NGO FORUM

I have come to Central Europe with a message of hope,
encouragement and support from the American people. I also bring
special greetings from Slovak Americans who are proud of their ancestral
homeland and the progress you are making toward a free market
democracy. Slovakia is a new nation with an old history and a strong
culture -- a new nation with a future among the democracies of Europe.

We have already seen you create the basic institutions of democracy
where none existed before, and your economy is growing rapidly even
under difficult conditions. You achieved the Velvet Revolution, and now
the challenges of building a civil society lie ahead. For a democracy and
a free market economy to blossom fully, certain conditions must exist.
Those conditions include respect for the rule of law, a free press, an
independent judiciary, and for minorities.

In light of the challenges that all democracies share, we must join in
an alliance of democratic values. We must recognize that democracy is
not just about institutions; it is also about the internalization of democratic
values in people’s hearts, minds and everyday lives.

In the short time I’ve been in Central Europe, I’ve already met with
people who are forging this alliance of values and building democracy
from the ground up. Non-governmental organizations throughout Central
Europe today play a vital role in building a civil society and making
democracy work. And, that is why I am eager to meet here with you
today. I have enormous respect for the work that non-governmental
groups are doing often under very trying conditions. Building a civil
society is a difficult process, and I know you are facing special challenges
here in Slovakia. Ilook forward to hearing more about the successes you
have had and the obstacles that remain in our discussion today.
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Meeting with Slovak Judges
Context of the Event

We propose inviting a cross-section of the Slovak judiciary,
including representatives from the Constitutional Court and
prominent women judges (two of the Constitutional Court judges are
women), to a roundtable discussion on legal and practical issues
facing the Slovak courts today, followed by a reception. The
discussion topic could focus on any of the following: challenges
facing the judiciary in the new democracies; avoiding political
influence in judicial decisionmaking; strengthening the standards
and performance of judges; or encouraging public confidence in the
legal system.

The event would be held at Zichy Palace and would include ten to
twelve judges. We would anticipate about "a thirty-minute
discussion, followed by a reception.

Your Objectives:

* To show support for the judiciary, to acknowledge their
accomplishments and to encourage continued steps towards
independent decisionmaking

* To meet a courageous and outstanding group of Slovak judges

* To exchange ideas

Talking Points:

% As a lawyer, I share your concerns for increasing the public’s
confidence that their legal system will protect their rights,
and for developing an appreciation of the role an independent
judiciary plays in a democracy.

* I understand that your constitutional court has shown great
independence 1in decisions it has made upholding the

constitution despite sharp political controversies.

* I would be interested in hearing about your experiences and
some of the challenges you are facing in your work.






06/18/96 TUE 10:52 FAX 2027364853_ EUR/NCE

@oo4

Scenario
Meeting with Mayor of Bratislava and
Walk Through the 01ld City

Context of Event

You will depart your meeting with the President and proceed to
one of the halls of tapestries within the Primate's Palace for
a ceremonial greeting by the Mayor of Bratislava, Mr. Peter
Kresanek and his wife, Mrs. Maria Kresankova.

You will be accompanied by the mayor, who is an historian by
profession, and his wife, a former high school teacher, as well
as the Mayor's Chief of Staff, Press Secretary, and Head of the
Protocol Department.

After the short greeting, you will proceed to the Mirror Hall,
Primate‘'s Palace, where you will sign the Golden Book of the
City of Bratislava, which will be positioned on the original
historic table that was used by Emperor of France, Napoleon
Bonaparte, while signing the Peace of Pressburg in 1815. Your
signature will be accompanied by a musical fanfare (by
musicians in period costumes) from the Mirror Hall Gallery.
You will depart the Primate's Palace for a short 30-meter walk
through Primate Square to the 0ld Town Hall. You will proceed
through the historical 0ld Town Hall Courtyard, where "Musa
Ludens" - an historic baroque family music group - will be
playing, to the main square.

You will see a performance by the children dance folk ensemble
in the main square. A girl will hand over a traditional doll
in a folk costume as a gift.

You will make a brief stop at the statue of Roland on the main
square where the Mayor will present you with a bronze miniature
of the statue, which is the symbolic patron of the city, as
well as a symbol of pride of citizenship for citizens of
Bratislava.

The walking tour of Bratislava's 0Old Town District will
continue to the Zichy Palace.

Note: 1In case of substandard weather conditions, this event
will consist only of the Primate's Palace portion and a guided
tour of the 0ld Town Hall, with the historic family musical
group playing inside the 01ld Town Hall.

Your Objectives:

o) To be seen sharing an interest in Bratislava's culture and
history.

o To greet Bratislava's citizens, who are impressed with the
accomplishments of you and the President and who identify
with the youth and freshness you and the President brought
to office. Bratislava itself is a city with inhabitants
averaging 34 years of age.
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Slovakia/Tour of 0ld Town

Talking Points:

o

I am very pleased to have the opportunity of visiting
Bratislava.

I am quite honored to have signed the Golden Book of the
City of Bratislava which was placed on such an historic
table - once used by the Emperor of France, Napoleon
Bonaparte while signing the Peace of Pressburg in 1815.

I have enjoyed seeing the beautiful historical sites of
Bratislava, as well as experiencing some of Slovakia's
finest cultural groups, both musical and dance.

The citizens of Bratislava have much to be proud of.
Bratislava is rich in history, full of culture and its
citizens are strong of heart and spirit.
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Slovakia: Meeting with Members of Academia
Context of the Event

At this meeting, you will meet 10 to 15 leading members of
academia, including university rectors and members of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences (SAV), to discuss issues of academic freedom.
There are 14 universities in Slovakia and we will invite a
representative number of the rectors from these universities to the
meeting. Additionally, we will invite the top leadership from SAV,
which will include the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Scientific
Secretary, and 3 Deputy Chairmen of the Presidium. The meeting
will be a roundtable discussion, with an interpreter present for
those who do not speak English. We expect this meeting to last
approximately 30 minutes. After this short meeting, we propose
that you attend a reception which will also include participants
from the event with NGO leaders (described in a separate scenario).

We propose to hold this meeting at either Comenius University or
Zichy Palace, either before or after the NGO meeting, or
simultaneously should it be decided that Ambassador Albright will
host this meeting with leaders of academia. Zichy Palace is an
18th century palace in the heart of Bratislava now used for
receptions and other cultural events. Comenius University is also
centrally located in the old town district of Bratislava and has
suitable meeting and reception facilities.

Your Objectives

o} To emphasize U.S. support for academic freedom, our commitment
to academic independence, non-partisan research, etc;

o To exchange ideas on problems of higher education and
democracy in general; and

o} To meet with leading members of academia.
Talking points

o I am pleased to meet with you today to exchange ideas and
experiences on issues of academic freedom and the systems of
higher education and research in our two countries.

o All of us gathered here today appreciate the importance of
academic freedom and independent research for the development
of a free and democratic society. The U.S. is committed to an
educational system that is free of ideological control.

o I applaud the accomplishments already achieved by Slovakia’s
educational institutions during this difficult time of
political and economic transformation. You have made
significant strides toward re-establishing academic freedom in
Slovakia, and reforming curricula and faculties, in spite of
limited financial resources. However, I also know that the
challenges are not all behind you, and that you are currently
engaged in an effort to ensure that future legislation
reinforces, and does not jeopardize, gains achieved to date.
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Slovakia: Reception with NGO Leaders, Members of
Academia and/or the Judiciary, and Prominent Women

Context of the Event

We propose this event to be a reception for 70 to 80 leading members
of Slovak society including participants from the events with NGO
leaders, members of academia and/or the judiciary (described in
separate event scenarios). Our contacts tell us that the chance for
these leaders from all over Slovakia to meet with the First Lady would
truly bolster morale and send a positive message of U.S. interest in
Slovakia’s democratic development. Approximately 40 NGO leaders from
throughout Slovakia will be invited to attend this reception,
including the 10 to 15 who will participate in the roundtable
discussion for NGO leaders. Among these 40 NGOs will be recipients of
the USG supported Democracy Network Grant Program. The NGO leaders
invited will represent a broad cross section of activities and regions
in Slovakia. The members of academia and/or the judiciary present at
the reception will be those who participate in the separate events for
these areas prior to the reception (depending on your preference as to
which of these events you will host and which Ambassador Albright will
host), plus an expanded list of members of academia and/or the
judiciary, again ensuring broad sectoral and geographical diversity
among the participants. In addition to ensuring that prominent Slovak
women from the NGO sector, academia and/or the judiciary are included
among the invitees for the separate events in these areas, we are also
proposing to include at this reception prominent Slovak women from
media, business, banking, medicine, the arts, etc.

This reception will be held at Zichy Palace after the meetings with
NGO leaders and members of academia and/or the judiciary. Zichy
Palace is an 18th century palace in the heart of Bratislava, now used
for receptions and other cultural events. It will last one hour.

Your Objective

o To reinforce U.S. interest in and support for Slovakia’s
democratic development;

o To express U.S. goodwill toward Slovakia and commitment to
developing our relations; and

o To meet with leading members of Slovak society;
Talking Points

o It is a pleasure to be here in the independent Slovak Republic,
almost seven years after the peaceful fall of the communist
regime, and three years after the peaceful dissolution of the
former Czech and Slovak Federal Republic.

o The U.S. commends those present here today for the leadership and
resourcefulness you have shown during these difficult times of
political and economic transformation. I would like to
congratulate you on your accomplishments to date and express the
continued support of the U.S. to helping Slovakia in its
transformation to a market economy and pluralistic democracy.
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Slbvakia: Meeting with Slovak Journalists

Context of the Event:

This event will be an informal meeting between members of the
White House Press Corps and Slovak journalists to discuss
issues of press freedom. We propose this event to take place
at Zichy Palace simultaneously with the First Lady's meeting
with NGO leaders, or during‘ the reception with leaders of
Slovak society. We would arrange for the event to be moderated
by the editor of the Slovak Spectator, the only English
language newspaper in Slovakia. The editor is an American, but
is resident in Slovakia and is familiar with media in both
countries. We expect the event to last one hour. Slovak
journalists from across the political spectrum and from both
print and broadcast media will be invited to participate in the
meeting. Interpreters will be provided for those who do not
speak English, although the majority of Slovak participants
will have English language ability.

Objectives of the Event:
o To express U.S. support for freedom of the press;

o For members of the White House and Slovak press corps to
meet and exchange ideas on freedom of the press; and

o To discuss the media situation in Slovakia in general.

Proposed list of Slovak Jourmalists to be invited:

Ivan Ceredejev an Ivan Melichercik, Praca (newspaper)

Peter Toth, Michal Havran and Marian Lesko, SME (newspaper)
Lubomir Hudo, Slovenska Republika (newspaper)

Leopold Moravcik, Jan Skoda, Vladimir Tvaroska, Pravda
(newspaper)

Tatiana Repkova, Jan Fulle, and Julius Gembicky, Narodna Obroda
(newspaper)

Robert Culen and Peter Skorna, Novy Cas (newspaper)

Olga Bakova and Jozef Baranek, Slovak Radio

Martin Lengyel, Karol Lovas, Radio Twist

Stefan Hrib, Daniel Butora, Radio Free Europe

Emil Kucera, VTV (private TV station)

Tatjana Lesajova, STV (state TV)

Peter Susko, Markiza (private TV)

Viliam Kiss, freelance journalist

Oliver Brunovsky, Trend (economic newspaper)

Michal Stasz, TASR (state wire service)

























































