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Billy Payne Olympta Specch N CE0 of Ol prcs 4
By Cectge Hirthler

In honor of the Centenrual Olympic Games, we have jowrneyed to the saced grounds
of Olympia today, making 8 pilgrimage that so many before us have made, to withess
the glorious lighting of the torch, to behold with our own eyes the purity of the
Olympic flame, to atand where so many have stood in awe of a global tradition that
links generation to generution, countsy to country, eity to city, runner to runner in the

endless and magnificent cycles of the Greek Olympiad.

But we have also come = as a delegation of Atlantans entrusted with the prestigious
honor of hosting the Centennial Olympic Cames ~ to pay tribute to the greatness of
Greece and the drewm that you have given to the world..s dream that all humanisy has

embraced.

[t Is fitring that we pay homage to Andent Olympig, the birthplace of the Olympic idee.
In the annals of history, men and women have long held in the highest estsam the

birthplaces of great ideas. And no ides is grander ~ or holds greater potential for the

benefit of mankind — than the (dea born here. An tdea that elevates higher than any
other, the ideals of human excellencw, the spirit of friendship, the justice of fair play. the

mandate of international understanding and the need for world peace.

The Olympie i@ea iy an {dea of vanalorming power. It pogseses the power to change

lives, to exalt heroes, to reduild aHes, to shape history, t© unite the world.
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ftis our mission to spread the message of Greece and Olyn\pn to the world through the
celebration of the Centennial ... to honor you and your land by carrying the flame
farther than it has ever been carried, to hold it higher than it has ever bean held, to pass
the torch ta more runners then ever befora — to work with all our strength to ensure

that the pure and eternal symbolism of the flame burns brighter than ever before in the

eyes of the world.

It is our mission (0 ensure that when the cauldron s lit in Atlanta e and the fiame
|gnites the celebration of the century - there is immediate and universal recognition

that the Olymplic ideal ~ the Greek {deal — is the source of humanity’s greatest hope for
the future.

Wa shall guard the saced Olympic flame on every step of its Journey. We ghall never

turn ows eyes away from it. With you and all of your countrymen, we will proclaim

*This flame, our eyes.”
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34 History of the Olympic Games

whose sole effort the forgotten games had. been reviv.ed and uplond }\;lll‘(;;e

shoulders the entire initiative of the organization of the first games ha ; thei;

found himself ignored by the very people to whom he had restore

inheritance. : " .
The Greek politicians could ignore him, but th;ey_ could n:tcl:llllbzlrttl;sr‘:;z

i is lively interest in their success.

enthusiasm for the games or his live ' )

no Achilles sulking in his tent. He went to Athens early in the spring zglld ke[;(t:

in constant communication with his confreres of the International Olymp

‘ommittee. He was ready to help. . ]

d Perhaps no better picture can be had of the scene than is shown "11 a_letterf

written by Coubertin from Athens on the eve of the games, a translation 0

which is herewith reproduced:

Athens
March 26, 1896

The Athenian spring is double this {ear. :: ;/3;:;55 r:’opt g/\le);tiﬁeclll?s;
atmosphere but the soul of the populace. . ; s
etween the stones of the Parthenon, and paints a happy
R?ewgzsr;) lips of the Palikares. The sun shjnes, and the O:i){mplcef:l:;es 'FI:Z

here. The fears and ironies of the year just past have 1sap‘§: % er;emy
skeptics have been eliminalted b the O])tlimp;{:agz;mo?sglrz;vnec:o;{ ':11 :;iag America.
ad to the breezes the » Russia, -3,
GeL?:r):yl,m;Sv:g;, England. The soft breezes of.A.mca ]loyouslcyta::llt:
their folds, and the citizens in the streel'of Hermes re;onc;: at the s:a:ve thé
They know that the world is coming here, and they a;i e
preparations that have been made to receive her. Prepargltlons o
hensive. Everywhere people are §I11n1nlg up gthge::)::;ti:é applying
resh paint; they are paving, cleaning, e
pla'sl't;:: arr:::l; ?:) tlﬁe stadiur)1,1 is in full dress with.its Arc de 'l;irloT;:::e:tn;
its Venetian matting. But this is not the favonte .pro.megaEe. nevenin
elsewhere, on the shores of the llissus, until now disdaine . Every : 0[g]
about five o’clock the citizens come here to cast an app_rmsn.nlg eytewa;ier
the work being done at the stadium. As usual, t.he 1lissus is \h;ll lo:lebrated’
but this passes unnoticed. A monumer?tal bridge 'span's the crestoring
stream and gives access to the great plain upon which they are
ient stadium. . ' i
the’fal?::: l‘salrx]rroundings of the stadium prloduc¢;1 an m1psrterzsllo(r;1rl;:ll(gshgznidf :31
ion. Here we have a tableau that the ance '
isi‘:f\z;;cég. It has sprung up before our eyes. We are not a;:cu'slt‘c;m;(si :r(;
these days to such constn’JIf:tion?l, andults flw;sca[:;:)] ;z:,:;,r;:};as 2219
i disconcert us. The silhouette o .
:)l::repn"igs???ts porticoes and colonnades have known twenty rinm::ar:;zsi;
But the stadiums disappeared with the athletes. Peggle nfj' <
architectural peculiarities but never restored them.. A llv‘mg su'lllltl:?alive
not been seen for centuries. A few days now and this stadium Wlf']l e
with the animation given such structures by the. crowds that l} h 1es'
We will see them again climbing the stairs, spreading out acmssftr]i:lfha{
swarming in the passageways—a different crowd, doubtless, fro
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which last filled such a stadium, but animated nevertheless by similar
sentiment, by the same interest in youth, by the same dreams of national
greatness.

There is room for about fifty thousand spectators. Portions of the seats
are in wood, time having been lacking to cut and place all the marble.
After the games this work will be completed, thanks to the generous gift
of M. Averoff; bronze work, trophies, and columns will break up the
severe monotony of its lines. The track is no longer dusty as of yore; a
cinder track has replaced it, built by an expert brought from England for
the purpose. Everyone believes the events will be strenuously disputed by
the Greeks. For—here is an interesting fact—in this country where physical
exercises have produced few experts, where fencing and gymnastic clubs
recently organized have experienced considerable difficulty in recruiting
members, it has been necessary only to mention the Olympic games to
create athletes. The young men have overnight become conscious of the
native strength and suppleness of their race; their ardor has been so great
and their training so serious that the visiting athletes will find in them
improvised rivals of veteran caliber.

Already the Hungarians have arrived and they have been given an
enthusiastic reception; speeches have been exchanged and music has been
played. Today the Germans have come, and the Swedes and the
Americans. The news that the Municipal Council of Paris has voted a fund
for the French representatives came at the moment when the Organizing
Committee was holding a meeting at the Prince’s palace, and the Prince is
delighted to know that the participation of France is finally assured.

Such, then, was the scene of the games of the Ist Olympiad. Small wonder
that there surged in the bosom of the founder of the games a paternal pride
that could not be downed even by the ingratitude of certain of the Greek
officials.

On the day of the official opening of the games, the first week in April
1896, a terrific crowd jammed the stadium as the King and Queen of Greece,
the former in full military unifonn and the latter in pure white, officially
opened the celebration. Athletes, officials, and a choir added color to the
scene, the rendering of the Olympic Hymn by the chorus of hundreds of
voices being a great feature of the ceremony. -

With the athletic contests once under way, the superlative prowess of the
handful of young American athletes instantly made itself felt. Although

" they were not champions in their own country and despite the construction

of the track, which was far from favorable to good perfonmances by athletes
accustomed to modern conditions, the Americans captured one race after
another until some of the Greek public, sensing their superiority and realizing
that it must result from more scientific training than had been available to
the natives, raised the cry of ‘“Professionals!”

The Americans, however, had their adherents. An American warship, the
San Francisco, had dropped anchor in the harbor for the period of the
festival, and sailors, always intensely enthusiastic, joined forces with a
handful of students attending the American University in Athens to raise wild
whaoops and yells at each successive American victory, this first demonstration
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Olympic Games

The Olympic Games are an international sports festival that began in ancient
Greece. The original Greek games were staged every fourth year for several
hundred years, until they were abolished in the early Christian era. The revival
of the Olympic Games took place in 1896, and since then they have been staged
every fourth year, except during World War I and World War II (1916, 1940,
1944).

Perhaps the basic difference between the ancient and modern Olympics is that
the former was the ancient Greeks' way of saluting their gods, whereas the
modern Games are a manner of saluting the athletic talents of citizens of all
nations. The original Olympics featured competition in music, oratory, and
theater performances as well. The modern Games have a more expansive athletic
agenda, and for two and one-half weeks they are supposed to replace the rancor
of international conflict with friendly competition. In recent times, however, that
lofty ideal has not always been attained.

THE ANCIENT OLYMPICS

The earliest reliable date that recorded history gives for the first Olympics is 776
BC, although virtually all historians presume that the Games began well before
then.

It is certain that during the midsummer of 776 BC a festival was held at Olympia
on the highly civilized eastern coast of the Peloponnesian peninsula. That
festival remained a regularly scheduled event, taking place during the
pre-Christian golden age of Greece. As a testimony to the religious nature of the
Games (which were held in honor of Zeus, the most important god in the ancient
Greek pantheon), all wars would cease during the contests. According to the
earliest records, only one athletic event was held in the ancient Olympics--a foot
race of about 183 m (200 yd), or the length of the stadium. A cook, Coroibus of
Elis, was the first recorded winner. The first few Olympics had only local appeal
and were limited to one race on one day; only men were allowed to compete or
attend. A second race--twice the length of the stadium--was added in the 14th
Olympics, and a still longer race was added to the next competition, four years
later.

When the powerful, warlike Spartans began to compete, they influenced the
agenda. The 18th Olympics included wrestling and a pentathlon consisting of
running, jumping, spear throwing (the javelin), discus throwing, and wrestling.
Boxing was added at the 23d Olympiad, and the Games continued to expand,
with the addition of chariot racing and other sports. In the 37th Olympiad (632
BC) the format was extended to five days of competition.
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The growth of the Games fostered "professionalism' among the competitors,
and the Olympic ideals waned as royalty began to compete for personal gain,
particularly in the chariot events. Human beings were being glorified as well as
the gods; many winners erected statues to deify themselves. In AD 394 the Games
were officially ended by the Roman emperor Theodosius, who felt that they had
pagan connotations.

THE MODERN OLYMPICS

Development

The revival of the Olympic Games in 1896, unlike the original Games, has a
clear, concise history. Pierre de Coubertin (1863-1937), a young French
nobleman, felt that he could institute an educational program in France that
approximated the ancient Greek notion of a balanced development of mind and
body. The Greeks themselves had tried to revive the Olympics by holding local
athletic games in Athens during the 1800s, but without lasting success. It was
Baron de Coubertin's determination and organizational genius, however, that
gave impetus to the modern Olympic movement. In 1892 he addressed a meeting
of the Union des Sports Athletiques in Paris. Despite meager response he
persisted, and an international sports congress eventually convened on June 16,
1894. With delegates from Belgium, Britain, France, Greece, Italy, Russia,
Spain, Sweden, and the United States in attendance, he advocated the revival of
the Olympic Games. He found ready and unanimous support from the nine
countries. De Coubertin had initially planned to hold the Olympic Games in
France, but the representatives convinced him that Greece was the appropriate
country to host the first modern Olympics. The council did agree that the
Olympics would move every four years to other great cities of the world.

Thirteen countries competed at the Athens Games in 1896. Nine sports were on
the agenda: cycling, fencing, gymnastics, lawn tennis, shooting, swimming, track
and field, weight lifting, and wrestling. The 14-man U. S. team dominated the
track and field events, taking first place in 9 of the 12 events. The Games were a
success, and a second Olympiad, to be held in France, was scheduled. Olympic
Games were held in 1900 and 1904, and by 1908 the number of competitors more
than quadrupled the number at Athens--from 311 to 2,082.

Beginning in 1924 a Winter Olympics was included--to be held at a separate
cold-weather sports site in the same year as the Summer Games--the first held at
Chamonix, France. In 1992 about 2,174 athletes from 63 nations competed at
Albertville, France, in a program that included Alpine and Nordic skiing,
biathlon, ice hockey, figure skating, speed skating, bobsledding, and luge. But
the Summer Games, with its wide array of events, are still the focal point of the
modern Olympics. The standard events are archery, basketball, boxing, canoeing
and kayaking, cycling, equestrian arts, fencing, field hockey, gymnastics,
handball, judo, modern pentathlon, rowing, shooting, soccer, swimming and
diving and synchronized swimming, track and field, volleyball, water polo, weight
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lifting, wrestling (both freestyle and Greco-Roman), and yachting. The Games
are governed by the International Olympic Committee (I0C), whose
headquarters is in Lausanne, Switzerland.

Although the Olympic Games have been increasingly politicized, the ideal of the
world's best athletes competing against each other in the arena of so-called pure
sport has been at least partially realized, especially from the athletes' point of
view. And even though skill and courage are manifested by most Olympic
participants, the great gold medalists are the ones who are most often
remembered.

In 1912, Jim THORPE, an American Indian, won both the decathlon and
pentathlon in Stockholm; Thorpe was eventually honored as the greatest athlete
of the first half of the 20th century. Over three Olympiads (1920, Antwerp; 1924,
Paris; and 1928, Amsterdam), Paavo NURMI, the Flying Finn, earned 6
individual gold medals in running, for distances from 1,500 m to 10,000 m. In
1924 and 1928, Nurmi's accomplishments were accompanied by those of U.S.
swimmer Johnny WEISSMULLER, who took 5 gold medals in the freestyle
sprints. In the 1932 Olympics, held in Los Angeles, American athlete Babe
Didrikson ZAHARIAS won 3 medals--2 gold, in the javelin and 80-m hurdles,
and a silver, in the high jump. When Nazi Germany hosted the 1936 Games in
Berlin as a showcase for Aryan supremacy, the black American Jesse OWENS
won 4 gold medals in what many experts consider the best track and field
performance in Olympic history.

Unheralded 17-year-old Bob MATHIAS arrived in London for the 1948 Games
and astonished all with his victory in the decathlon; he repeated his feat in 1952
to become the only two-time decathlon winner. The Helsinki Games of 1952
belonged, however, to Emil "The Terrible" ZATOPEK of Czechoslovakia, who
became, and still is, the only man in Olympic history to win the 5,000 m, 10,000
m, and marathon in a single Olympiad. Also in 1952, U.S. diver Patricia
MCCORMICK won both golds in women's diving, and she became the only
person to repeat this double victory when she won again in 1956. The Melbourne
Games of 1956 were the beginning of two other notable winning streaks spread
over several Olympics--Al OERTER of the United States garnered the first of 4
consecutive discus titles (1956-68), a feat never equaled in any event, and
swimmer Dawn FRASER of Australia won the first of her 3 consecutive gold
medals (1956-64) in the 100-m freestyle.

The Olympics in Rome, in 1960, marked a gold-medal performance by the U.S.
basketball team that is said to be the finest in Olympic annals; the team included
such All-Americans and future professionals as Oscar ROBERTSON, Jerry
WEST, Jerry Lucas, Walt Bellamy, Terry Dischinger, Bob Boozer, Darrall
Imhoff, and Adrian Smith, and their closest margin of victory was 24 points.
Rome also marked the first gold medals for New Zealand's Peter SNELL, in the
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800-m run, and Ethiopia's Abebe BIKILA, who won the marathon running
barefoot; they repeated their victories in Tokyo in 1964, with Snell also taking
the gold in the Olympic "mile" (1,500 m).

The 1968 Olympics in Mexico City were characterized by many great individual
performances, but none was so spectacular as the long jump of Bob BEAMON,
who broke the world record by 55 cm (21.5 in). In 1972 in Munich, Mark SPITZ
earned 7 gold medals in swimming, more than anyone in any Olympiad. Lasse
VIREN of Finland took gold medals in both the 5,000-m and 10,000-m runs, and
he became the only man ever to repeat this double, in Montreal in 1976.
Montreal was also the site of the emergence of Romania's Nadia COMANECI,
the marvelous 14-year-old gymnast who won 3 gold medals and accumulated 7
perfect scores during the competition. In both 1972 and 1976 the USSR's Vasily
ALEXEYEV won gold medals in the super-heavyweight weight-lifting division.
And although the world's strongest man fared poorly at the Moscow Games in
1980 (and retired soon thereafter), his teammate, swimmer Vladimir Salnikov,
was proclaimed the greatest distance swimmer of all time after winning gold in
the 400-m and 1,500-m freestyle events.

The Winter Olympics have witnessed outstanding performances as well. The
Austrian Toni SAILER won all 3 gold medals in men's Alpine skiing in 1956 (at
Cortina da'Ampezzo, Italy), an achievement matched only once, by the
Frenchman Jean Claude KILLY in 1968 (at Grenoble, France). Sonja HENIE of
Norway, still possibly the greatest of all figure skaters, won 3 consecutive gold
medals (1928, St. Moritz, Switzerland; 1932, Lake Placid, N.Y.; and 1936,
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany), and she was the first skater to parlay her
athletic success into a lucrative career in entertainment. That path was also
taken by such well-known American figure skaters as Dick BUTTON (1948, St.
Moritz; and 1952, Oslo), Carol Heiss (1960, Squaw Valley, Calif.), Peggy
FLEMING (1968, Grenoble), Dorothy HAMILL (1976, Innsbruck, Austria), and
Scott HAMILTON (1984, Sarajevo, Yugoslavia). In 1980, in Lake Placid, the
underdog U.S. hockey team stirred America's spirits by snatching the gold medal
from the heavily favored Soviets, and Eric HEIDEN of Wisconsin won all 5 gold
medals in men's speed skating, an unparalleled accomplishment. Although the
U.S. team did not perform as well as expected overall at the 1984 Games,
American Alpine skiers were much better than ever before--the MAHRE
brothers, Phil and Steve, won gold and silver medals, respectively, in the slalom,
and Bill JOHNSON took the gold in the men's downhill, the first such victory
ever for an American; for the women, Debbie ARMSTRONG earned the gold
medal in the giant slalom, while teammate Christin Cooper followed with the
silver.

Almost all athletes who take part in the Olympic Games stress that, for them, the

rites of Olymptc passage are apolmcal--that while there is, of course, a great
sense of pride in competing for one's country, the cameraderie shared by the
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25TH STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.
The Associated Press

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These
materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The
Associated Press.

June 5, 1992, Friday, PM cycle
SECTION: Sports News
LENGTH: 424 woxds
BYLINE: By NIKOS KONSTANDARAS, Associated Press Writer
DATELINE: ANCIENT OLYMPIA, Greece

BODY :
The Olympic flame began its journey to Spain for the Olympics in Barcelona
after being lit today amid the ruins of the sanctuary where the games were born.

The flame symbolizing the Olympic spirit was lit by the rays of the mid-day
sun beaming into a concave mirror on an altar to Hera, one of the principle
ancient gods honored at pine-forested Olympia.

"Apollo, god of the sun and of the idea of light, send your rays and light
the sacred torch for the hospitable city of Barcelona," called Maria Pombouki,
an actress dressed as an ancient Greek high priestess, invoking another patron
of Olympia.

She and another 21 young women performed the lighting ceremony.

"The flame with which you entrust us will be the guiding light of a
celebration which will be as much yours as ours, and which intends to be for
all," said Pasqual Maragall, mayor of Barcelona and president of his city's
Olympic Organizing Committee.

He brushed away tears of emotion when the head of the metal torch erupted in
a bright flame as the sun's rays hit it.

In the ancient stadium where the games were held for over a thousand years
after they were founded in 776 B.C., the flame began a relay that will end in
Barcelona on July 24, the eve of the 25th Olympics.

The games will commence when an archer shoots an arrow carrying the flame
into a cauldron above the Olympic Stadium.

Savvas Saritzoglou, Greece's discus champion, set out from Ancient Olympia
with the torch and a sprig of olive - the kind used to crown ancient victors.

Another 364 runners were each to carry the flame another kilometer, until
reaching Athens on Sunday.
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From there, a Spanish frigate, the Cataluna, will start out Monday for
Empuries, a city in Spain founded by the ancient Greeks.

The flame will cover 3,564 miles en route to Barcelona.

It will travel by plane, ship and hydrofoil as well as be carried by runners
and cyclists in reaching all of Spain.

The ancient games were held in honor of the gods every four years, with
participants from all Greek city states.

For their duration, the normally quarrelsome Greeks had to declare a truce so
that athletes could train, travel and compete in the games without hindrance.

The games were abolished by the Roman Emperor Theodosius I in 394, as they
were judged pagan after Christianity took root.

The modern games were revived in Athens in 1896.
Today's ceremonies began with a wreath-laying ceremony at a grove dedicated
to French Baron Pierre de Coubertin, the driving force behind the modern games'

revival.

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH





































































