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The Fourth World Conference for Women was a success, and a
major reason why was that well-known author--Hillary Rodham
Clinton.

The First Lady’s very presence 1n Beijing made a statement;
and the statement she delivered there made history.

Hers was a message in which all Americans could take prido:
a message that girls and boys should be valued equally; that
females and males should have equal access to education, health
care and the levers of economic and political power; that
families are stronger when family responsibilities are shared;
and that women’s rights are neither separable nor different
from those of men.

As we strive now to make that message a reality, I hope
none of us will doubt what is at stake.

Around the world, today, appalling abuses arxe being
committed against women: including coerced abortions and
sterilizations, children sold into prostitution, ritual
mutilations, dowxy murders and official indifference to
violence.

Some say this is all cultural and there’s nothing we can do
about it. I say it‘s criminal and it’s the responsibility of
each and every one of us to stQp it.

Over the course of this past week, T have visited Liberia,
Angola, Rwanda and Burundi. Each of these countries has been
wracked by civil war., In each, hundreds of thousands have been
killed, or orphaned or foxced to leave their, homes.

In Rwanda, in the yard outside a quaint stone church,
surrounded by some of the most breathtaking scenery in the
world, I saw a pit containing an estimated 5000 bodies being
exhumed by the International War Crimes Tribunal. I wasg told
that in Rwanda now 60% of the women are widows, and that a
whole new generation of children is being born--the product of
rapes perpetrated during the war. Everywhere, the legacy of
lawlessness and hate was on display.
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The lesson here is found not simply in the fact that women
and children are the princ¢ipal victims of such wars-~-although
that is true.

The lesson is not simply that societies in which women are
denied the tools of empowerment are more prone to poverty,
social breakdown and conflict--although that, too, is true.

The lesson is that if we are to build a future fit for any
of us to live in, we have to establish and enforce
standards--univergal standards--that reflect the rights and
dignity of every human being, and that every society 1s called
upon by all societies to uphold.

That is what Beijing was all about. Foxr standards of
justice and law are under assault on every continent.

The Beijing Platform addrassed the right of a child in
Thailand to avoid being sold into prostitution; the right of a
woman here in the United States to be free from the threat of
domestic violence; the right of a woman in Bosnia to hold
accountable those who used mass rape as a tactic of wax; and
the right of women and girls everywhere to live their 1lives
free from exploitation and discrimination,

1 am not a veteran conference-goer, but T have been told,
and I believe, that America’s delegation to Beijing was one of
the strongest we have ever put together.

We had experts on everything from labor to health to the
environment to microenterprise to human rights. We had tough
negotiators; we were bl-partisan; we had representatives from
each of the two, c¢count’em two, genders; we stuck together and
we worked well as a team.

But the real source of our strength was the knowledge of
who and what we went to Beijing to represent.,

We didn’t just make up our position on the Platform for
Action as we went along; we went there with a mandate from you
and from women and men around this country.

That mandate was obtained in the regional meetings and
other events undertaken in preparation for the conference. We
went there committed to speak forcefully and confidently in
support of an agenda for action that will, when implemented,
advance the cause not only of women, but of all people.

It is a matter of great pride to Americans that half a
century ago, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was
brought into being largely through the efforts of Eleanor
Roosevelt.
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In Beijing, through the eloquence of another great First
Lady, and through the efforts of literally thousands of women
and men, America reaffirmed its commitment to the Declaration,

and embarked towards a better future--with the Platform for
Action as a map.

Today, and in days to come, we must re-dedicate ourselves
to the principles xatified in Beijing.

We must re-capture the spirit of solidarity--albeit a
somewhat soggy solidarity--that pervaded the NGO Forum in
Huairou. We must build a durable coalition that will fully
implement the Platform for Action in Amsrica. 2And we must lend

our support to those struggling for dignity and freedom
overseas.

I know many of you have heard this before, and I promise
this will be the last time I recite it. But this past week,
after seeing the faces of so many young children in gravely
afflicted societies, I feel its relevance more deeply than ever.

It is an old Chinese poem, in which a father says to his
young daughter:

We keep a dog to watch the house;
A pig is useful, too:

We keep a cat to catch a mouse;
But what can we do

With a girxl like you?

The measure of success for the Women’s Conference is
whether it brings us even a little closer to the day when that
question is never again asked anywhere in the world: to the
day when girls everywhere will be able to look ahead with
confidence that their lives will be valued, their individuality
respected, their rights protected and their futures determined
by their own abilities and character,

It is our joint task to build that kind of future,.

And it is a task, with all the energy and commitment I see
in this room, I am confident we will achieve.

Thank you very much.
















