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than seven in ten Alzheimer’s patients live at home and almOst 75 percent of the home' care is
provided by family and friends. These family and friends make enormous personal and financial
sacrifices to care for their loved ones. What they cannot provide on their own is covered by paid
care, costing an average of $12,500 per year. Families pay almost all of that out-of-pocket. Those
who have to turn to institutional care pay an average of $42,000 per year.

. The President’s budget introduces a respite benefit for families of beneficiaries with Alzheimer’s
disease or other irreversible dementia. (Other diseases which can result in irreversible dementia
include Huntington’s disease, Parkinson’s, and multiple sclerosis, brain injury, and HIV.) To be
eligible, beneficiaries with these diseases must be classified as impaired and need either help in
specified activities of daily living or constant supervision.

. The President’s respite benefit would provide up to 32 hours of care per year. Services could be
provided at home or in a day care center by home health agencies or others that the Secretary of
Health and Human Services determines qualified. The benefit would begin in FY 1998.

. About one and a half million Medicare beneficiaries and their families wouid be eligible for this
benefit, according to the Department of Health and Human Services.

e The cost of this benefit is estimated to be $3.3 billion between 1998 and 2002, or about $700
million per year, according to the Department of Health and Human Services.

NIH Funding for Alzheimer's Disease Research

. Since the President took office, Alzheimer’s research at NIH grew by 23%, $2.4 billion between
FY 1993 and FY 1997. In his FY 1998 budget, the President has requested a $330.4 million
increase for Alzheimer’s disease, an increase of 2.4% over the FY 1997 enacted level. For NIH as
a whole, the President has proposed a 2.6% increase for FY 1998.

. In FY 1994, Rockefeller University as a whole received $40 million in NIH funding for research
grants, contracts, and training. (We have no information available for the Fisher Institute

specifically.)
(BA, $ in millions)
FY 1993 FY 1997 Increase, FY 1998 Request Increase Over
dctual Estimate EX93 - FY 97 Estimate EY 1997
v .2.87.2_ 3225 © 353 (12%) 3304 7.9 (2.4%)













































