





I understand a bit better what came before in her life, why she
always said she'd traveled enough for one lifetime, and how she
managed the sheer grit it took to raise four kids alone."

For thousands of women -- and for thousands of daughters and
sons, granddaughters and grandsons -- the memorial being built
will help unearth memories. It will help us all gain a greater
appreciation and understanding of the experiences and sacrifices
of women throughout our history whose contributions too often
have gone unnoticed.

Thank you very much.
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Melanne Verveer
White House

June 9, 1995
Dear Melanne,

I never thought I'd try the '‘pull whatever strings you can'' routine.
But this is for Mom, so here goes.

After a good deal of sweet-talking, we finally convinced my mother to
come to Washington for the groundbreaking of the Women In Military
Service to America Memorial June 22. She was a WWII WAC, who did some
pretty amazing things. I'll attach a copy of a summary I'm putting
together for her file at WIMSA. ]

She doesn't travel particularly easily because of arthritis, and the
fact that she's willing to deal with my three-story accommodations for
a week makes it all the more remarkable.

What finally persuaded her, I think, is the combination of an unspoken
interest in being recognized for what she did 50 years ago and the
realization that by the time the memorial is finished it will be even
harder for her to travel and her daughter may have moved on from
Washington by then.

I've been doing a little volunteer work at WIMSA so I understand the
logistical problems at the groundbreaking. The organizers surely have
‘'‘official'' contacts well planned. But I wanted to bring her to your
attention in case there's any way to include her in meeting the
President or the First Lady or any other side activities that the White
House may be involved with in relation to the WIMSA groundbreaking.

You've always been most helpful in our professional contacts and I
don't want to jeopardize that by asking for a personal favor.

But I recently read through dozens of letters Mom wrote home during
the war and saw how her eyes lit up when I asked her about parading down
the Champs d'Elysee on VE Day; about being one of the first people to
know the Germans had surrendered because the message came in on her
shift; about her transition from country-raised convent student to
‘'‘First Canadian girl to enter Berlin'' in the Toronto newspapers. (U.S.
citizen, raised in Canada.)

If she weren't my mother, I'd still think she was worthy of notice.
It's a side of Mom I never knew existed and it made me really proud. In
many ways I suspect she's typical of WWII-era women in the military. It
was an amazing once-in-a-lifetime experience that quietly got bundled
up into a box at the back of the hall closet while they got on with
their wife-and-mother lives.

I'm really not looking for unusual treatment, just that you keep her
in mind if there are any opportunities to olua her in as an example of
why the WIMSA project 1s so important. She's always been proud o €
things that I've accomplished and 1'd love to reciprocate by seeing her
get a little recognition of her own. She'd never seek attention herself
-- too shy and self-effacing. But it'd be great to show her the
country's proud of her.

I realize, of course, the complexity of schedules and the layers of
officialdom involved in things like this, so I've no illusions that
anything necessarily will work out. But I can't imagine ever having such
a good reason to try to take advantage of contacts and I couldn't resist
the attempt.

Many thanks for giving this a look. Call if there's anything else I
can tell you. Work -- 541-3269, Home -- 301-794-7136.

Sincerely,
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A summary of wartime experiences of Margaret Loring Zapor
compiled by Patricia Zapor —
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WAAC/WAC March 1943 to Sept.? 1945

My mother, Margaret Moore Loring Zapor, was born June 26,

1919, in Noranda, Ont., the child of U.S. citizens 1living in
Ontario because of my grandfather's work as a mining engineer.
@) She grew up in rural mining camps in northern Ontario, and was
taught at home until going away to a Catholic boarding school for
high school, then omcta Catholic women's college in Michigan. She
had traveled 1little outside Canada and New England, where her
grandparents lived.

Her mother suggested she enlist as ‘'‘an adventure.'' Maybe my
grandmother felt that since three of her sons were 4F and the
fourth was too young, she had a duty to ask her elder daughter to
serve. Grandma was keenly aware of her colonial roots and the
family stories of a Revolutionary War-era ancestor, Naval Commodore
Preble. Patriotic duty was no doubt a greater factor than the
scandal Mom's more ‘'‘proper'' aunts felt at the idea of their niece
enlisting.

Whatever the original idea, it was quite a dramatic turn in
Mom's life when in March 1943 she found herself at Fort Ogelthorpe,
Ga., for basic training as a WAAC.

In her first letter home from Ogelthorpe, she wrote on March
5, 1943, of her train trip to ‘'‘the sunny south.''

‘*‘It is cold and raining and anything but warm and sunny..

I sure know why they call Kentucky the Hill Country, it is just
full of them, big hills and little hills. And at the foot of them,
on them and in between them are the funniest, shabbiest-looking
little shacks you ever saw, with the family wash hanging on the
much-broken fences. I expected to see ‘'Lil Abner come out of one
of them any minute.''

Her letters described army life in detail -- the uniforms that
didn't fit, the routines, the food, the schedule of Masses, the
rosaries and prayer cards she received from relatives -~ and

reassured her family not to worry if they heard from her
irregularly and that she was trying to not eat meat on Fridays,
despite the Army's insistence on serving it.

Near the end of the war nearly three years later, the letters
reflected how her horizons had broadened -- how she had grown up
from sheltered country girl to worldly soldier.

She wrote again of the sights in transit, this time about what
her convoy into Berlin passed. From Berlin, July 7, 1945:

‘‘All along the way there were heaps of battered and charred
metal, remains of what, at one time, were the tanks, trucks, cars
and airplanes of the great ‘'Super German Army.' Also along the



roadsides were Nazi graves. Little mounds of earth with a crude
cross or just a stick at one end, and always a German helmet
hanging on it. A few of them had flowers, mainly dead ones.''

As she did about Kentucky, she joked about local housing,
though the subject was much more serious:

‘'‘They sure have air-conditioned houses! About 75 percent of
them had either a small piece of roof, full of huge holes, or no
roof at all. And a house with four walls, that you couldn't drive
a tank through, was something we didn't see very often.''

During her time in the Army, Mom crossed the United States
twice, was posted in Arkansas, outside Los Angeles, San Francisco
(from where she assured her mother that malaria was NOT a problem

in that climate), Scotland, near London, outside Paris, and
finally, in Berlin, a few weeks after the Third Reich had
collapsed.

She saw professional theater and was featured in a photo page
of the San Francisco Examiner while posted in San Francisco. She
crossed the Atlantic on the luxury liners, Acquitania and the Queen
Mary, both converted for wartime use. She had her first airplane
ride, on a transport from England to France. From London, she wrote
of decorating the base church for Christmas with a red parachute.
In Paris, she marveled at the WACs' accommodations in the Aga
Khan's palace, a marked difference from the damp tents they'd
called home in England.

Mom wrote of touring the Reich Chancellory with a journalist.
They picked up pieces of Hitler's broken marble desk and saved some
of the German war medals scattered about. She noted that the
chancellory included a crematorium, with ashes and a nauseating
smell still lingering.
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I never knew the extent of my mother's wartime experiences
until Mother's Day, when, considering the recent 50th anniversary,
I asked where she'd been on VE Day.

‘'‘We were in Paris -- well, just outside Paris is where we
were stationed,'' she said, nonchalantly insisting on accuracy.

‘‘Paris? That must have been a pretty exciting place to be
that day!'' I said.

‘'‘Well, we did parade down the Champs d'Elysee, '' she humbly
added.

Later that night, she dug out her army memorabilia box. It had
been in the back of the hall closet all my life and I never knew
what was in it.

It contained a treasure trove of letters her mother had saved.
There also were tourist brochures, postcards, photos, medals --
hers and souvenir German medals, and various other keepsakes. Some
were unquestionably historic, like a copy of a TWX message that
came in on her shift -- the first word to Paris headquarters that
the Germans had surrendered, the war in Europe was over.

Clips from her hometown paper and the Toronto dailies quoted
the letters I'd read. My grandmother, a freelance journalist, had
turned them into stories for the home folks. Several noted her
status as the '‘'first Canadian girl into Berlin,'' as announced by
the War Department.

It's amazing enough that I never knew all these things, but
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when asked directly about memorable Army experiences on a form for
the Women in Military Service to America foundation, all she
mentioned was the ‘'‘first Canadian girl into Berlin'' item.

Growing up, we knew Mom had been in the Army, but it was only
when I got into the box that I realized how special her experience
had been and what great memories she had of that time.

She's probably typical of thousands of women of that era who
served in the military or the factories, had a life-changing
experience, then came home and got on with the wife-and-mother
lives they were expected to lead.

When my father died young, leaving Mom with four children age
10 and under, I suspect her military experiences helped her
survive. She had 1learned how to be tough, resourceful and
independent and she kept our family together that way.

I always knew she'd done a good job of handling a very tough
situation with us. Now I understand a bit better what came before
in her life, why she always said she'd traveled enough for one
lifetime, and how she managed the sheer grit it took to raise four
kids alone.



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS FOR THE WOMEN IN MILITARY SERVICE FOR AMERICA MEMORIAL
ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY

JUNE 22, 1995

It is an honor to be with all of you for this historic
occasion. As honorary chair of the foundation, I would like to
convey special thanks to General Wilma Vaught and to the many
active duty and retired men and women in our armed services --
who have never wavered from their dream of a memorial for women
in the military.

I also want to thank Secretary Perry, General Shalikashvili,
and all of the Members of Congress who have lent their energy and
support to this project.

A year ago I had the great pleasure of attending the
groundbreaking luncheon for this memorial. On that occasion, I
met a group of extraordinary women veterans who had served in
World War One and World War Two.

They were women who had joined the ranks of our armed
services at a time when gender was an obstacle to promotion and
advancement and to fulfilling one's true potential in the
military. Yet these brave, strong women persevered out of a sense
of duty and faith in our country. Like women before and after
them, they served with honor and distinction. They broke new
ground. They upheld a proud tradition of women defending our
nation that runs the course of American history.

In the weeks leading up to today's groundbreaking ceremony,
I have heard from even more women veterans. I have heard from
daughters and granddaughters who were only now learning the full
story of their mother or grandmother's acts of sacrifice and
heroism many years ago.

What has become clear to me is that, in many cases, the
experiences of these women veterans -- however transforming to
their lives -- were stored away like clothes in an attic after
they left the service.

I want to share with you what one daughter wrote me about
her mother, Margaret Loring Zapor [rhymes with Vapor], who
traveled from Arizona to be with us today. Mrs. Zapor joined the
WAACs in 1943 and was part of the European theater during the
final years of the war. But it was only recently that her
daughter, Pat, a volunteer helping with this memorial project,
learned the extent of her mother's military experiences
by reading letters and postcards stored in a hall closet.
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Pat Zapor ended a very loving tribute to her mother by
saying: "She's probably typical of thousands of women of that era
who served in the military or the factories, had a life-changing
experience, then came home and got on with the wife-and-mother
lives they were expected to lead.

"When my father died young, leaving Mom with four children
age 10 and under, I suspect her military experiences helped her
survive. She had learned how to be tough, resourceful,
independent and she kept our family together that way. . . . Now
I understand a bit better what came before in her life, why she
always said she'd traveled enough for one lifetime, and how she
managed the sheer grit it took to raise four kids alone."

For thousands of women -- and for thousands of daughters and
sons, granddaughters and grandsons -- the memorial being built
will help unearth memories. It will help us all gain a greater
appreciation and understanding of the experiences and sacrifices
of women throughout our history whose contributions too often
have gone unnoticed.

Thank you very much.
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It is an honor to be with all of you for this historic
occasion. As honorary chair of the foundation, I would like to
convey special thanks to General Wilma Vaught and to the many
active duty and retired men and women in our armed services --
who have never wavered from their dream of a memorial for women
in the military.

I also want to thank Secretary Perry, General Shalikashvili,
and all of the Members of Congress who have lent their energy and
suppoxrit) ‘to -this, project.

A year ago I had the great pleasure of attending the
groundbreaking luncheon for this memorial. On that occasion, I
met a group of extraordinary women veterans who had served in
World War One and World War Two.

They were women who had joined the ranks of our armed
services at a time when gender was an obstacle to promotion and
advancement and to fulfilling one's true potential in the
military. Yet these brave, strong women persevered out of a sense
of duty and faith in our country. Like women before and after
them, they served with honor and distinction. They broke new
ground. They upheld a proud tradition of women defending our

nation that runs the course of American history.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Internal Use Only June 14, 199“1"

REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY AT GROUNDBREAKERS LUNCHEON
HOSTED BY THE WOMEN IN THE MILITARY MEMORIAL FUND

MRS. CLINTON: -- are active duty military or
retired military, Members of Congress, other supporters of
this memorial. I particularly want to thank Good
Housekeeping and AT&T for the major commitments they have
made (inaudible) and others who have already been recognized,
and I want to join in the appreciation for Wilma Boggs
(phonetic) who has been the driving force behind this effort.

We were sitting at lunch, in the few minutes that
Wilma has given any of us to eat and I told her how pleased I
was to be part of this effort and honored to be the honorary
chair, and that I had just been thinking about an experience
I had which seemed somehow connected with this incredible
lunch that we are having; and I told Wilma about it and she
said, "well, you have to tell everybody," and I took it as an
order, which seems to be the way to deal with Wilma.

And it was that -- gee, now, it was probably 19
years ago -- 1975 -- I decided that I was very interested in
having some experience in serving, in some capacity, in the
military. So I walked into our local recruiting office. And
I think it was just my bad luck that the person who happened
to be there on duty could not have been older than 21, was in
perfect physical shape.

So I sat down, and I said, you know, I wanted to
explore. I didn’t know whether I thought active duty would
be a good idea or reserve, you know, maybe National Guard,
something along those lines. I was already a lawyer and I
thought there were some roles I could perform. I was like
going on and on, you know, trying to justify my existence.

And then this young man looked at me and he said,
"How old are you?" Well, "27." Silence. He looked at me.
And, in those days there, before I learned how to wear
contact lenses, I had these really thick glasses on. He
said, "How bad is your eyesight?" I said, "It’s pretty bad."
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He said, "How bad?" I said, "This is embarrassing."

He said, "How bad?" So I told him. He said,

"That’s pretty bad." And he finally said to me, he said,
"You’re too old; you can’t see; and you’re a woman." And
then he went on; and, since this is the birthday of the Army,
I will tell you what the rest he said was. This man -- young
man -- was a Marine. He said, "But maybe the dogs would take
you."

I said, "This is not a very encouraging
conversation, so maybe I’ll look for another way to serve my
country."

I tell that story because, like many of the women
in this room, that was not an isolated incident in my life;
and although many of us who have continued to pursue our
interests and tried to make our contributions in both
civilian and military life push those feelings far in the
back and kind of just overlook those experiences and, in the
words of a dear friend of mine, "soldier on," no matter what
the consequences or the odds might be, it is a fact that --
as we are here today celebrating this memorial and honoring
the nearly 2 million women who have served since the
Revolutionary War, in every possible way, to support our
military and, as Senator Dole said when he quoted that
wonderful book of Steven Ambrose’s, "in ways that made
winning the wars that we have fought as a country possible"
-- that there have been a lot of obstacles overcome.

We have come to a point in history where we can be
talking about this memorial because so many of you -- many
women and many men who supported women in the military
against often tough odds -- have been willing to stay the
course and it is thrilling to see the final barriers fallen,
so that women will be judged by who they are and what their
contribution is as opposed to being stereotyped on the basis
of their gender.

And, for all of the retired military women who are
here, we are so grateful for your groundbreaking. We are so
appreciative of what you have done, sometimes drawing public
attention but, more often, just day after day establishing a
standard of excellence and professionalism on which we could
build to the point now where we have so many women in major
positions of responsibility, including our Secretary of the
Air Force, who is here; and it is very important to thank the
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people who have made this possible -- many who are here,
others who are no longer with it.

It is a time in our country now for all of us to
take stop and to give thanks, as we move into the future.

When my husband and I were in Europe, starting by
honoring those who had been in the Italian campaign,
including his father and including many women who -- although
there in support capacities, often as nurses -- were on the
front lines in a brutal, brutal conflict that knew no
boundaries, we saw the graves of women who were nurses in
hospitals that had been bombed just as they were doing what
they could to ease the pain of that particular campaign.

We went from there to England, where we honored
flyers -- American airmen -- who, again, were supported on
the ground, as General Eisenhower said, by so many women who
made it possible for those brave men to fly the missions that
were necessary, night after night.

In the two months before the invasion of Normandy,
over 2,000 planes and 12,000 airmen lost their lives. And
one of the personal highlights for me was standing, as my
husband, as the Commander in Chief, reviewed British troops
with his military aide from the Air Force by his side
marching with him -- a young woman major -- who carried
herself, and carried all of your hopes, with such confidence
and grace.

And, from there, on to the USS George Washington,
where we saw an extraordinary display of technological
excellence but also real, human accomplishment, and knew that
there would soon be more women to joint the 11 who were
already there, who were there because they were part of a
large community of 6,000 dedicated members of our military
who had important tasks to perform every minute of the day.

And then, on to Normandy. And I hope that all of
you had a chance to share the feelings that those of us who
were there were able to experience because it was an
extraordinary historic moment to be able to pay honor to
those who had come before, many of whom were still there on
those beaches, under those white crosses and those Stars of
David, but many others who had come back. Some had never
been back before.
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But every veteran we spoke with had the same
reaction -- that they knew why they had fought, because we
had had 50 years of peace because of their efforts. And the
women who were there -- the active duty women, the retired
women -- were there as full participants in that honoring
that they so richly deserved.

But one of the things we can do to pay tribute to
all that has gone before is to make this memorial not just a
beautiful building -- which it will surely be, if you have
seen the renderings of it -- but to make it a living memorial
that enshrines the sacrifice and contribution of women and
really represents one more step toward recognizing that all
of us in this greatest of all democracies had a role to play,
a contribution to make, and that women who choose to make
their contribution through the military should finally, as
Pat Schroeder has fought for year after year, be given the
chance to serve their country to the fullest of their God-
given abilities.

That’s what this memorial says to me. That’s what
I hope it will say to our sons and our daughters. And I hope
it will serve as a reminder to all Americans that women have
played this role since the beginning of our nation and they
will continue to do so in greater numbers with greater
responsibility because our country is honoring its past by
building toward a bigger, better, brighter future for
everyone.

Thank you very much.

Q Mrs. Clinton, we thank you for those words. You
couldn’t possibly know how much it meant to us when you
agreed to be our honorary chair. 1It’s meant a lot to the
Foundation, our women veterans, and to the women who serve
today because, from the thousands of requests she receives,
almost on a daily basis, this First Lady chose this project
as one of the very, very few projects that she would lend her
support to in such a significant way.

The support for this memorial started early for
President and Mrs. Clinton because Arkansas was one of the
first states to donate money. During those years when all
states were suffering with budget problems, and still are,
then Governor Clinton, as he did his line item review of the
budget, said, '"We’ve got to fund the Women’s Memorial," and
the money came.
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Groundbreaking Cercmony Program

WOMEN IN MILITARY SERVICE FOR AMERICA MEMORIAL

PRELUDE

United States Army Band
PROCESSION OF FLAGS OF
STATES AND TERRITORIES
Military District of Washington

WELCOME

Brigadier General Wilma L Vaught, USAF (Ret.)
Presidens, Women In Military Service For
America Memorial Foundution

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
Honorary Chair, Wownen In Milstary Scrvice
For Amcerica Memorial Foundasion, Inc.

PRESENTATION OF COLORS

THE NATIONAL ANTHEM
CMSgt Daisy L. Jackson, USAF

INVOCATION
Commander Julia T. Cadenhead, USN CHC

REMARKS

The Honorable Frank H. Murkowski
The Honorable Joseph P. Keanedy 1
The Honorable Togo 0. West, Jr.

Secrerary of the Srmy

The Honorable Gearge Frampton
Assiszans Seevetary, Deparsment of Inzerior

General Joha Shalikashvili, USA
Chuirman, Juint Chicfs of Staff
The Honorable William J. Perry
Secvetary of Defense

The Honorable Mary Lou Keener
Genernl Cosensel, Department
of Vetcrans Affairs




THE VOICES OF THE WOMEN

MRS. ANNE PEDERSEN FREEMAN, who rssraed 94 in
May, was one of the 12,500 women ro enlist in the
U.S. Navy during World War I. Entering
November 7, 1918, 4 days before Armstice, she
enlisted for the “duration plus 6 months.” She was
discharged june 30, 1919 as a Yeoman Ist Clas.

COLONEL MARY A. HALLAREN jofned the Women's
Army Auxiliary Corps (later the Women’s Avny
Corps) in 1942, commanding the firs bastalion of
WACs sent to the Exropean Theater of Operations.
Inn 1947, she becamse the thivd Dircetor of the
Corps, playing a key role in the enactment of the
Women’s Armed Forces Integration Act cstablish-
g & permanent role for womien i the military.

BRIGADIER GENERAL ANNA MAE MCCABE HAYS
Joined the Army Nurse Corps in 1942, serving
oversers during World War II and the Korean
conflice. In 1967, during the Vietnam Conflict,
she became Chicf of the Army Nurse Corps and
in 1970, became the first woman promoted to
Brigadser General.,

Groundbreaking Ceremony Program

BRIGADIER GENERAL HAZEL W. JOHNSON-BROWN was
the first minoriry woman to be promezed to General.
She served in the Ariny Nurse Corps from 1955 1o
1983, was she 16th Ciief of the Corps, and the firs
Chief ro hold an earned docturnze degrec.

SENIOR CHIEF PETTY OFFICER SAUNDRA L. 0'TOOLE
Joined the Const Guayd in 1979, seyving previously
i the Coast Guard Reserve and the Unsted States
Mariue Corps. She currently serves as Special
Assistant za the Masaer Chicf Petry Officer of the
Const Guard, the first woman & holid this posician.

MAJOR GENERAL CAROL A, MUTTER entered the Unized
Stares Marine Corps in 1967 She is the Commandder
of the Marine Corps Sytems Command in Quantico,
Virpinia and the sensor ranking woman in sheJirmed
Forces on active duty roday. (
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GROUNDBREAKING ADDRESS 1/03 L a J
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OFFICIAL GROUNDBREAKING .
wilttasm J. CUntov—
> The-President ol-the-United-State€_
Brigadier General Wilma L. Vaught, USAF (Ret.)
Marion Gail Weiss, AlA
SSqkb. Melissa Michael Maniredi, AIA
Cre ne, UsmC Brigadier General Anna Mae McCabe Hays. USA NC (Ret.)
Enlisted Person
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CLOSING REMARKS
Brigadier General Wilma L. Vaught, USAF (Ret.)

GOD BLESS AMERICA

N (S 7> / United States Army Band

Graciously undenvricten by AT&T Covernment Markets
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The Women In Military Service For America Memorial
Foundation wishes to thank the individuals and organizations
whao have supported this project since its inception in

1386. The Foundation's major contributors include;

ATET Coverninent Marbers
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The Kinpdew of Seudi Aralnn
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‘
val Morors Auromnotive Division

Mrs. Mavy Hoffinan The Foundation would also like to thank the

Lhe Americair Legion fallowing organizations ot their contributions of
he Amrerican Tigion Auxilinry talent and services to the Groundbreaking:
K setl Veterans of Amcrica

BFI

Veterans of Foreian Wass Auxilinry
: < ; Department of the Army
Vietnar Veterans of Amervica, Ine, . f -
7 i Grafik Communications, Lid.
NaziansBank
Milirary District of Washington
Musgan, Lewis & Bockins
Susan Davis Intcrnntional, Trd,
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