












































Custody

CENTERS, From B

(hvwnmghnnmaNewHam;shn'ehke There
‘have been chidren shot and kiled in soqal

warkers' affices; socal workers killed; court
workers threatened.

This legislation, sponsured by Sen. Paul Well-
stone (D-Mmm.) and praooted largely by his
wife, Sheila, is just ooe of almost two dazen do-
mestic violeace bills making the legislative
roamds They nchude proposals to establish a
national damesstic abuse bot line, to allow undoc-
umented mmmgrants to stay in the country
while their damestic vialence @ses are being
adjudicated, to keep convicted wife abusers
from buying guns, and, of course, lots of stud-
jes.

“We bve in a time when violence is gowing
mare and mare grevalent in our streets and
pubbc areas,” said Sen. Chastopher Dodd (D-
Cam.) in cnvening yesterday's bearing. “The
statistics tell us that today, like every other day
of the year, four wamen i this country will be
killed by their male partners ®

“Truly, vidlence does beget wlence,” said
Sen. Mark Hatfield (R-Ore.), who spoke on be-
half of a bill be has submitted that would set up
a demxmsfTation project-fora-“coardinated com-
mamty-based cespanse to damestic violence ”
“What ocours in the home is repeated by ids on
the street, and repeated again in the home after
they have beaame adults,”

Axxxding to studies ated yesterday, chi-
dren who grow up in abusive bames are more
Likedy to become addicted to drugs ar aloohol, to
cxEnt Qimes, to nm away, to beamme prost-
tutes and to became batterers themselves.

Sl Welltane, who became interested i
the topic while warking as bbrary aide in a Min-
nesota high school, also organized the mstalla-
umdanmjmaledmxtmmelelSemte

Office Bulding. Earlier this week, 27 plywood
Mes.mmmdbhod-fed.wue set up in

a tag affixed to commemorate a svoman killed
by a family member in Minnesota in 1990. The
exhibit was timed to coinode with Damestic Vi
olence Moath, which ends Sunday.

One reads: “Donna Lavander/ Age 27/ April
22, 1990/ She was the mother of two children.
She lived in Parkers Prairie. ﬂlemsbotmt.he
head by her
husband, who
then commit-
ted suicide.
She survived
for two days.
Her children,
ages 5 and 9,
were at home
at the time of
the shooting
and survive

Gore, visited
the exhibit for
about 15 min-
utes yesterday
and said she
found it very

BV LAY MORE— THL mAD @ TON POST
Shella Wellstone favors
child custody centera.

“The wamen's aovement got the shelter
movement gomg, and that was a great step,”
said Shella Wellstane in an interview. “But now
it has to go beyund bemg a woman'’s ssue. . . .
Maybe this is a step to say the community has
to get mvalved.”

The Wellstone bill offers an arganization in
St Paul as a prototype of a safety center. How-
ever, there are at least 60 other similar progects
across the country, according to Robert B.
Straus, president of the Supervised Visitabion
Netwark headquartered in Cambridge, Mass.
Each center costs between $125,000 to
$215,000 a year and most affer sexrvices to
more than just the victims of damestic viakence.
In some ases, the child has been in foster care
and is being visited by his biologyal parent, or
the children are being passed between parents
who are rancoross but not necessanly vialent.

“They are a kind of demilitarized zone in the
nuclear war between the parents,” Straus said
of the centers.

In same areas where no such fadlities ex-
ist—like the Washington area —couples often
exchange the children in front of a police sta-
tian. But even that does not offer the same se-
curity the Children’s Safety Center in St. Paul
does. There, the non-custodial parent must ar-
rive at least 15 minutes prior to the scheduled
drop-off, go through a metal detector and be
searched by a secunty guard, and then wait in a
back room. The custodial parent arrives with
the children and leaves without seeing the other
parent, who must wait another 15 minutes be-
fore leaving with the children. This gives the
abused parent a chance to get away without be-
ing followed. The center also offers parenting
cdasses and space for supervisd visits.

Joni Calsrud bebeves if she had had access to a
place lke that she would still have ber leg. Her
ex-hushand, Ole Hans Calsrud, had told people he
planned to shoot her but autharibes in rural Pine
County said they could do nothing. After the
shooting, he was conviaed of first- and second
degree assault and sentenced to Six years in pris-
an, from winch he was paroled i Aprl 1992. He
is supposed to be paying ber $62 a manth chid
suppart, but rarely does, ber fance said.

A judge could give her ex-hushand the right
to see his children if he asks to, Calsrud said, a
situation she tnied to remedy by sucoessfully
lobbying for a bl passed by the Mnnesota leg-
ishature, Unfortunately, she could not take ad-
vantage of that legislaton, because she could
pot afford a lawyer to file the motian that would
have aut off his visitation privileges. So far, she
said, be has pot tried to see his children and she
does not thmk he lovows where she is. - .

Chad got to take a day off fram school to
bear his mother speak to the two senators. He
likes his new school, he said, and has no interest
in seeing his father.

Calsrud also offered up two additona) pleas.
“l would like you all to remember the disabled
when you vote on tl e health care bill,” she said.
“Second, I'm in dire need of a job.”
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Updated Information on Sheila Wellstone

***Correction: As we noted previously, Senator Wellstone and Sheila
Wellstone donate their pay raises to domestic violence prevention
organizations. Sheila Wellstone has worked closely with and has visited
the Women’s Advocacy Program in Faribault, MN but the program has
not as of this date received a grant from the Wellstones.

For the last six years, Sheila Wellstone has traveled extensively
throughout Minnesota to raise awareness about domestic violence. She
has become a nationally-recognized leader in the area of domestic
violence prevention. She and Senator Wellstone have worked closely to
pass legislation on domestic violence prevention. When the Senate voted
on the pay raise, Senator Wellstone voted no and he and Sheila donate
the entire annual raise to battered women'’s shelters.
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