


YUN=Y3-1997 pg1:51

OU UNIU. RELATI ONS

. ey

|

P Tor 10 POST SPORTS STORIES OF THE Y

Year of the Bobcat bri

The success of Ohio football and baseball
sandwiched a sports season filled with many
highsand lows, but The Post sports staff select-
ed and ranked the ten most signifcant What
follows are the Top Ten stories of 199697,

1) A Historical season for Bobcat
Baseball

With a dozen seniors and pre-season expec-
tations high, it was a now or never year for the
1997 Bobcats. Not only did they live up to high
expectabons, this Bobcat team also laid claim to
being one of the top three baseball tearns ever.

Ohio won a school-record 43 times, captur-
ing its first Mid-American Conference regular
season title since 1991, its first ever MAC
Tournament championship at Trautwein Field
and an automatic trip to the NCAA regionals
in the process.

The Bobcats traveled to Sallwater, Okla. . for
the Midwest Regional. but dropped their only
two games to Tennessee 52 and UCIA 151.
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An unldentified Ohio player exalts witﬁ
the MAC Champlonship trophy in hand.
Ohio won the title by beating Kent 7-6.

But for two weekends in May, the Babcats
staged the best sports drama at Ohio this year
Trailing Ball State by one game in the race for
the regular season title but knowing the
Cardinals had already split at Kent, the Bobcats
swept four games {rom Akron with a comes
fromrbehind, extra inning win in game four that
clinched the title in the season’s final day.

The regular season title clinched home
field for the MAC tournament, and the
Bobcats took full advantage. Wiping out
Miami 234 and Ball State 9-6 in the first two
rounds, Ohio clinched the MAC tournament
with a 7-6 win over a young Kent tearn.

2) Can a .500 season spell a turanround
for football?

Ohio a football schoal?

Last fall it was. The perennially pitiful
Bobcats, luveable losers that they were,
shocked the MAC by opening up the season
with a 63 record and batling for first place in
the conference. Though they dropped their
last three games, the Bobcats turned a lot of
heads with wins against Hawaii, Bowling
Green, Eastern Michigan and an impressive
showing in a loss at Northwestern.

Fall is usually reserved as a time when
Bobcat fans speculate about basketball and ice
hockey seasons, displaying their interest by
dressing as empty seats in Peden Stadium.
But the Bobcats had the stadium at, or close
to, capacity in its four home games. Fans
cheered on the triumphs of quarterback
Karcem Wilson and fullback Steve Hookfin as
they displayed the potential of the triple-opdon
offense.

The Ohio offense’s triple options uscd to
be punt, interception and fumble. Those days
are gone. If the team improves on last season,
look for the triple option to rmean first down.
touchidown and win.

3) Club hockey three-pests

Two weeks after losing its first Central
States Collegiate Hockey Lcague title in three
years lo lowa State, the Ohio hockey team
faced the samme opponent in the same rink for
the ACHA national title,

With 806 remaining in the title game in
Ann Arbor. Mich., forward ]J. Bamberger
scored on a breakaway to give the Bobcals the
2-1lead. It would turn out to be the game win-
ner, clinching the Bobcats' third straight
national club title. 7

Ohio goalie Brody Danner. the
Tournament MVP, did his part by keeping
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