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March 19, 1996 

The Industrial Areas Foundatior. and the 
Washington Interfai�h Networ� 

tO. ;,0� P00? 

In our recent conversation we discussed th� formation of ::he 
Washington Interfaith Network (W.I.N) by the Industrial Areas 
Foundation (I.A.Pl. In particular, I des��ibed their plan to 
create after-hours programs in the D.C. publi2 sc'.-lools and their 
request for your participation as Firs� Lady in the kick-off of 
their efforts on May 28, 1�96. ! promised to provide you with 
background information on the I.A,F. and the W.I.N. initiative. 

BACKGROUND 

The I.A.F' was fcunded in 1940 by Saal Alinsky. In 1972, 
Alinsky died and the Board of Directors named Ed Chambers as the 
Executive Director. Today, the I.A.Fis staffed by Mr. Chambers 
and seven national staff. The natio�al ��af! have regional 
responsibilities to oversee �ocal I.A.F. chapters and to org3nize 
�ew efforts in com�cnities that invite the I,A.F. to assist them

in creating broad-based, multi-racial econ�mi:al:y diverse 
organiza.tions. 

There are fifty organizat:o�s in twan�y states and 
Washington D.C., that are affi:iated with the I.A.F. These 
crganizations rept·esent approx:.ma�ely 2,000 con�regations and two 
and a half million people. The l,A,F is alsc affilia�ed with 
five organizations in Great Britain as �ell as experimental 
efforts in south Africa. 

WASHINGTON mTDl'AITB NETWORK 

W.I.N is the I.A.F affiliate in Washingt:on, D.C. comprised
cf SO congregations from every· neighborhc�;;d and ward. The major 
thrust of W.!.N's work i� to crea�e a Yout� and Neighborhood 
Development Fund. This fund's purpose is two-:old; to create 3

critical mass of new homeowners, and to keep the D.C. p•.rblic 
schools open from 3:CO - 6:00 P.M. It is durir.s this time of ::iay 
that young people experience the most .:·.:3sa;.;l ts and the :1ighest 
rates of teen pregnar.cy. Through an ir:tensive extended day 
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progra�, W.I.N seeks to proYide a safe er.virc!'lment in which to 
conduct academic, recreational and cultural enrichment activities 
for the Dist�ict's young people. Further, it is a way to involve 
parents, church menbers and community residents in the public 
schools. 

To support this fund, W.I.N is see�ing the assistance of 
church leaders, the legal co:nmunity, university presidents, banks 
and large corpora�e fou�dations. On Y.ay 28, 1�96, at 
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church, 1518 "M" St.reet, N.W., W.1.N will 
held its founding convention. 7wo 7housa�d W.T.� �emb�rs and 
numerous community leaders are expected to attend. 

HOUSING AND INPltASTRUCTURE 

ever the years I.A.F affiliated o�qaniza:ions have created 
4,500 homes for low and ncderate :�come people for homeownership. 
Over 4,000 homes have been buil� or a:ce ct..:rrently 1...nder 
consr.ruction. Additionally, th�re are ccrnir.it:r.e:1t.s to begin 
construction in the next year oz another 2,00::, plus unitQ. i-:ost 
of these homes have been built t:nder t:.e ''NEHEMIAH" cor.cept, 
i.e., cr�ating a critical mass of r.ew homes in order to recreate
•=whole� neighbo:-r.oods in economically distressed areo.s. I. A. F
.ms done this in Brookly:-i, the 3ror.x, ?hilad.elphia, Balt imcre.
Yrince Ge::rge' s County, Maryland, Los .�geles and Memphis, I .A. F
nas also been instrumental in creati::g :�Jnd!:"eis of new h::>mes i '1
cities throughout Texao, lncl�ding s�n .�,tcnio.

I.A.F. organizations have been succ�asful in get�ing local
and state goverr.ments to invest major f�:1ding ir. infrastructt:re 
1eveloprner.t ln m�ny of tne cities in wt�ch I.A.F operates. The 
most notable of these has been in San Ar.tonic and throughout 
Sout� Texas where I.A.F has been inst���ental in bringi�g water 
and sewerage to the "co:i..oniaa" 

YOUTH AND SCHOOLS 

Two I.A.P organiiations in cooperation with the New York 
City School Syste� have founded and are operating th=ee new 
public high schools -- two in 3rookly�. and cne in the Bronx. 

In Texas, I.A.F. organizatior.s h3ve created the "Alliance 
School Project" to change th� culture c� :he public schools 
through a partnership i:litiater3 by l. P. !=' wi -:.:: school p:-incii:als, 
t�achers, parents and s�udents. As a ��s�lt of intensive 
extended day programs and other effo:-ts ��ere r.ave been som€ 
re:narkable res·.1l :s in :;chools that hac �-rev Lou sly been perfor:ning 
pc,orly. 
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In Baltimore, I.A.F created the College Bound Founda�ion. 
Funded by corpora�e donors and local foundations, the Foundation 
encourages and offers financial support to public school students 
to go �o college. The Founda�ion has become a model. 

I .A. F in Los Angeles has one of the riost extensive efforts 
in gang prevention in the country. It is kncwn as ,.HOPE A?-10 
YOUTH". It invo:ves I.A.F organization�, churches, the legal 
community, the City of Les Angeles and Los A.,geles County. 

In Baltimore, I.A.Fis attem�ting to crea:e a "child first 
a•.Jchority". The legislaticn to create t!-.e a·.1t :1c:::-i ty is now 
before the Ma1-y:::.and Stat a Legislatur�. It has the su�port uf 
both Mayor Scr.moke and G�v�rnor Gl��denning. If pass�d. it will 
be the first governmen� entity with b,;)ndi1,g capacity to be 
establis�ed for �he exclusive benefit o: ctildren. �he goal of 
this authority is to fin�nce the effort �o k�ep the schools open 
f:om 3:00 - 6:00 P.M. for academ!::, re��eat.:.cnal and ::ultural 
enrichment prograrr.ming. 

JOBS 

In Texas, I.A.F has or9an1zed QUEST. Q�EST is a very large 
partnership of I.A.F, government and local ccry0rations. QUEST 
trains low wage worke�s for becte� jobs. La�t year it was 
re:;ogniz�d by the John F. Kennedy School cf Jo·v·ernment at 
Earvard. Throug!: �ne Ford Foundat .:.c:1 the Ke1�nadj' School gave 
I. A. F in San Anton:..o the Innovai;.ions :..r. nove::1rnent 1-.ward. In
Sar. Anto:iio, QUEST :·1as already �::-ained and pla::ed 500 people in
decent paying jobs.

::n Memphis, I.A.F has organized the "BET':'ER JOBS" Program. 
This is somewhat s!.milar to "QUEST•. This prc•;p:am has placed 
large nuiT'hers o! people in the all::..ed r.ealth :i�ld and in truck 
d::-iving jo;;,s. 

In Baltimore, I.A.Fin partnership with a large public 
service employees union has created a low wa::e worke�s 
association. This partnership initia�ed a�d �vr�ed to pass t�e 
first "Living-Wage" Bill through the Balti,r.o�e City Cour.ci!.. 
This bi�l ensures that thousands c: low wage s;rvice workers will 
earn a living wage. (Cur:-ently, $6. 60 per hcur. the wage will 
rise to $7.70 per hour cy 1998). Th�s effort has received �ajor 
:1ational media attention frolt'; CNN, ABC, C'h:.cog� rribu:ie, N.P.R., 
and others. 
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CONCLUSION

ifI think W.I.N.,

can

cc: Honorable William C. Clinton
Vice President Al Gore
James A. Johnson, Chairman and CEO, Fannie Mae Association

I am very supportive of W.I.N.'s efforts and I am 
enthusiastic about their May 28, 1996 event. I think W.I.N., 
properly supported and funded can help improve the quality of 
life in this community. We have helped w.I.N, make contact with 
Mr. James A. Johnson, Chairman and CEO of the Fannie Mae 
Association and have tried to facilitate a local connection 
between W.I.N. and the Cities and Schools organization (funded, 
at $10 million in the HUD Extender Bill to help at-risk youth 
stay in school). Roberta Achtenherg; Senior Advisor at HUD, has 
been working as liaison to W.I.N. and can provide your staff with 
more detailed information concerning the May 28, 1996, event, 
with whatever information or assistance you may require.
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VAUGHN NEXT CENTURY LEARNING CENTER

Backgrpynd

Recent Controversy

4

In December, the Los Angeles Unified School District reported the findings of its first 
comprehensive review of the district's nine charter schools. The review showed marked

Located in one of the poorest areas of the San Fernando Valley, the Vaughn Center faces an 
array of challenges - until last year, for example, the school was located next to several 
broken-down houses that Principal Chan said were inhabited by crack dealers. At that point, 
the school was so overcrowded that it needed three rotating schedules to accommodate its 
students, so the school fought for state funding to bulldoze the crack houses and build new 
classrooms. In August, the school celebrated the opening of 14 new classrooms and other 
facilities. During the construction. Principal Chan also obtained permission from the school 
district to lengthen the Vaughn Center's school year to 200 days, 20 days more than the 
statewide standard, so that all 1,150 Vaughn students could attend school simultaneously. 
This year, the Vaughn Center also became the first public elementary school in the Los 
Angeles Unified School District to institute a mandatory uniform policy.

At the heart of the Vaughn Center's approach to education is its onsite Family Center, which 
works to alleviate some of the social obstacles to education facing Vaughn's predominantly 
poor. Latino and Asian American population. The Family Center serves as a one-stop referral 
center, helping families of Vaughn students obtain a range of basic health and social services, 
from primary health services like immunizations and dental care to child care, parenting 
classes and family counseling. In return for services, the Center asks parents to spend time 
volunteering at the school. The Family Center also offers a number of programs for students, 
like after-school tutoring and gang prevention programs. The Family Center is a good 
example of a public/private investment in education -- in addition to state dollars, the Center 
receives funds from the United Way and the Los Angeles Educational Partnership, a coalition 
of local businesses that support educational reform.

The Vaughn Center has found other innovative ways to encourage parental involvement - for 
instance, when some parents told Principal Chan that they could not attend parent teacher 
association meetings because they lacked access to child care or transportation or had 
inconvenient work hours, Chan drove to their neighborhoods and met with groups of parents 
in their homes. The school has also instituted a policy of calling students' homes whenever 
they are absent -- a policy that, according to Principal Chan, has resulted in a daily attendance 
rate of 99%.

The Vaughn Next Century Learning Center in Pacoima is one of the leading charter schools 
in the country. The school - which achieved its charter status in 1993 - has earned a 
national reputation for its innovative approaches to education, particularly its strong emphasis 
on parental involvement. Yvonne Chan, the Vaughn Center's iconoclastic principal, is largely 
credited for the school's transformation from the lowest-achieving elementary school in the 
San Fernando Valley into one of the most promising charter schools in the nation.
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Principal Chan

California and Charter Schools

Format
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In 1992, California became the second state in the nation to pass a charter school law, 
permitting a limited number of public schools in the state to operate independently of their 
school districts while continuing to receive district funding. The Vaughn Center was the 
second of nine charter schools established in the Los Angeles Unified School District. As 
you know, you discuss the President's Charter Schools Initiative and the Improving America's 
Schools Act in It Takes A Village (pp. 263 - 264). See attached background paper for 
budgetary status and talking points on charter schools.

Principal Yvonne Chan's innovative efforts at the Vaughn Center have been lauded on both 
sides of the political spectrum - Senator Boxer has honored Chan at her "Women Making 
History" luncheon; and Mayor Riordan donates computer equipment to the school through his 
private foundation. Chan is, however, a controversial figure who has had her share of clashes 
with the school district bureaucracy. She has made her disdain of government regulation 
well-known, and has been a vocal advocate of dismantling the Los Angeles Unified School 
District. She has also expressed her support for a block grant approach to the federal school 
lunch program. Chan's detractors say that she does not give enough credit to the teachers, 
parents and other administrators who are working to improve the Vaughn Center, and that she 
is overly concerned with her own publicity. Even Chan's critics, however, acknowledge that 
she is tremendously committed to the Vaughn Center and its students.

improvement in student attendance, minority integration and parental involvement, but found 
no corresponding increase in student test scores. According to the district review, the Vaughn 
Center's standardized test scores improved the least among all of the local charter schools, 
with declines in reading, math and language. Principal Chan has attributed this decline to 
new policy of testing all of the school's students, including those who are traditionally 
exempted from standardized tests (for instance, students who have been recently mainstreamed
from bilingual classes). In general, supporters of California's charter schools have objected to 
measuring academic achievement solely on the basis of test scores, particularly in light of the 
short time the state's charter schools have been in operation.

In a recent financial review of the Vaughn Center, the L.A. Board of Education found that the 
school saved a total of $1 million in 1994 (although Chan claims more savings.) While some 
of the savings have been attributed to more cost-effective management, the Board of 
Education calculated that most of the school's surplus came from financial breaks that the 
district gave the school. Principal Chan is particularly proud of the surplus, and has publicly 
disagreed with the Board's assessment. Dr. Chan is using the surplus to reinvest in the 
school.

You will be greeted at the Vaughn Center by Dr. Chan, who lead you on a short tour of the 
school's "Write to Read" computer lab, where kindergarten and first-grade students will be 
working on computers, followed by a drop-by to a classroom of second-graders. After the
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK

METROPOLITAN A.M.E. CHURCH
MAY 28, 1996

I want to congratulate the Washington Interfaith Network for 
bringing together such a remarkable, committed group of 
individuals, church congregations, and organizations from every 
neighborhood and every ward in this city.

The decisions and commitments we are making tonight are just 
as important as any that are made in other parts of this city 
whether at the White House, Capitol Hill or City Hall. Tonight 
we are making a commitment to the future, a commitment to 
education, and a commitment to bringing more hope into the lives 
of our children.

It is impossible not to feel the energy, the hope, and the 
spirit of everyone in this magnificent sanctuary. And fellow 
Washingtonians, I have no doubt that we can all translate this 
energy, this great potential, this abundant hope into something 
wonderful for our children, their parents, our neighborhoods and 
our schools.

The initiative to keep our public schools open past three 
o'clock is crucial. If we all work together, our children will 
soon be able look to the halls of learning not as places to flee 
come three o'clock, but as places of academic, recreational and 
cultural enrichment. Schools that once sat dark in the

There are many things that can wait in this world. But our 
children cannot. The Bible says, "Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it." 
Each child presents all of us with an opportunity to mold 
citizens who will never depart from a path of personal 
responsibility and civic duty, and who will enrich our soceity by 
making the most of their innate gifts and talents. But the time 
between youth and adulthood is short. There is so much our 
children must learn before they can make their ways safely and 
successfully through life. That is why we all must work together 
for our children's sake.

We are deciding that we can't just sit and worry over news 
reports on the state of education in this city. We can't just 
allow our parents to lower their expectations and our children to 
limit their ambitions for the future while we sit at home and 
pray for things to change. Tonight we are deciding to make 
things happen. We are making sure that the children living in 
the capital city of the richest country of the world can achieve 
the American Dream if they are willing to work for it.

I am so happy to be here. Thank-you so much for inviting me 
to be a part of this very momentous evening for the citizens — 
especially the children — of this great city.

7o’. 6/^5^ a



And by the grace of God, together we will make a difference.

###

afternoons will be enlivened by the sounds of children practicing 
their mulitplication tables or reading aloud and of teachers and 
parents meeting to find ways of fulfilling the needs of their 
children.

There is no subject more important, no issue that should be 
more decisive, than how we see and treat our children. Children 
have no say in the political, business and economic decisions 
made by our nation. That is why we can and must be their voice.

I have met with communities across this nation who have made 
the commitment we are making tonight. I have seen vibrant, first- 
class schools in some of the poorest neighborhoods in
Philadelphia, in Corpus Christi and in the San Fernando Valley in 
California. These schools succeeded because of the efforts of 
committed teachers, parents, and community members who took an 
active role in volunteering and mentoring students.

Not only will our children have a quiet sanctuary for study 
and a safe venue for exercise, they will be surrounded by 
volunteers from the community. These mentors will let our 
children know that there are many more of us in this city who 
believe in them, who do care if they finish their homework, who 
do care if they are having trouble keeping up with the classwork, 
who do care if they make it to graduation day.

As sojourners in this city, my family and I have benefitted 
from the great warmth and hospitality of Washingtonians. And I 
want you to know that I will do everything I can to help you make 
your goals for children a reality.

I am confident that our effort will be successful. [As a 
young college student, I had the privilege to meet Saul Alinsky, 
the father of this community participation movement. You are 
demonstrating that his ideas are as relevant today as they were 
in the 1960s.]

One of my predecessors, Lady Bird Johnson once said, that 
"children are likely to live up to what you believe of them." 
Tonight, we are saying that we believe they can be anything they 
want to be, that their choices are not limited by their 
surroundings — and that we — all of us — will help them.
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That is why we all must

Thank-you so much for inviting me to be a part of this 
momentous evening for the citizens — especially the children — 
of this great city.

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK

METROPOLITAN A.M.E. CHURCH
MAY 28/ 1996

I want to congratulate the Washington Interfaith Network for 
bringing together such a remarkable, committed group of 
individuals, church congregations, and organizations from every 
neighborhood and every ward in this city.

The initiative to keep our public schools open past three 
o'clock is crucial. If we all work together, schools that once 
sat dark and empty in the afternoons will be enlivened by the

We are deciding that we can't just sit and worry over news 
reports on the state of education in this city. We can't just 
allow our parents to lower their expectations and our children to 
limit their ambitions while we sit at home and pray for things to 
change. Tonight we are deciding to make things happen. We are 
deciding that each of us has a stake in the success of our 
schools and our children. And we are vowing to make sure that 
the children living in the capital city of the richest country of 
the world can achieve the American Dream if they are willing to 
work for it.

Standing here, I can't help but feel the energy, the hope, 
and the spirit of everyone in this magnificent sanctuary. And I 
have no doubt that we can all translate this energy, this great 
potential, this abundant hope into something wonderful for our 
children, their parents, our neighborhoods and our schools. 

T> 4“ •
The decisions and commitmentsjwe are making tonight are just 

as important as those made elsewhere in this city whether at the 
White House, Capitol Hill orz'City Htrll. Tonight we are making a 
commitment to the future, a commitment to raising the quality of 
life in this city, and a commitment to bringing more quality 
education and hope into the lives of our children.

There are many things that can wait in this world, 
children cannot. The Bible says, "Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it." 
Each child presents us with an opportunity to mold citizens who 
will follow a path of personal responsibility and civic duty, and 
who will enrich our society by making the most of their innate 
gifts and talents.

But the time between youth and adulthood is short. There is 
so much our children must learn before they can make their ways 
safely and successfully through life, 
work together to prepare them.



And by the grace of God, together we will make a difference.
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sounds of children practicing their mulitplication tables or 
reading aloud and of teachers and parents meeting to find ways of 
fulfilling the needs of their children.

One of my predecessors, Lady Bird Johnson, once said that 
’•children are likely to live up to what you believe of them." 
Tonight, we are saying that we believe they can be anything they 
want to be, that their choices are not limited by their 
surroundings and that we — all of us — will help them.

There is no subject more important, no issue that should be 
more decisive, than how we see and treat our children. Children 
have no say in the political, business and economic decisions 
made by our nation. That is why we can and must be their voice.

I have met with people in communities across this nation who 
have made the commitment we are making tonight. I have seen 
vibrant, first-class schools in some of the poorest neighborhoods 
in Philadelphia, in Corpus Christi and in the San Fernando Valley 
in California. These schools succeeded because of the efforts of 
committed teachers, parents, and community members who took an 
active role in volunteering and mentoring students.

As sojourners in this city, my family and I have benefitted 
from the great warmth and hospitality of Washingtonians. And I 
want you to know that I will do everything I can to help you make 
your goals for children a reality.

I am confident that our effort will be successful. [As a 
young college student, I had the privilege to meet Saul Alinsky, 
the father of this community participation movement. You are 
demonstrating that his ideas are as relevant today as they were 
in the 1960s.]

Not only will our children have a sanctuary where they can 
study, exercise and explore their imaginations through the arts 
and music, they will be surrounded by volunteers from the 
community. These mentors will let our children know that there 
are many more of us in this city who believe in them, who do care 
if they finish their homework, who do care if they are having 
trouble keeping up with the classwork, who do care if they make 
it to graduation day.



This initiative to keep our public schools open past three 
>ck is crucial. If we all work together, our children will

I want to congratulate the Washington Interfaith Network on 
bringing together such a remarkable, committed group of 
individuals, church congregations, and organizations from every 
neighborhood and every ward in this city.
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WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK

METROPOLITAN A.M.E. CHURCH
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o'clock is crucial. If we all work together, our children will 
soon be able look to the halls of learning not as places to flee 
come three o'clock, but as places of academic, recreational and

made everyday
Capitol Hill, 

»6rtant as the 
Tonight we are

I am so happy to be here. Thank-you so much for inviting me 
to be a part of this very momentous evening for the citizens — 
especially the children — of this great city.

It is impossible not to feel the energy, the hope, and the 
spirit of everyone in this magnificent sanctuary. And fellow 
Washingtonians, I have no doubt that we can all translate this 
energy, this great potential, this abundant hope into something 
wonderful for our children and our schools.

There are many things that can wait in this world. But our 
children cannot. The Bible says, "Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it." 
Each child presents all of us with an opportunity to mold 
citizens who will never depart from a path of personal 
responsibility and civic duty, and who will always make the most 
of their innate gifts and talents. But the time between youth 
and adulthood is short. There is so much our children must learn 
before they can make their ways safely and successfully through 
life. That is why we all must work together for our children's 
sake.

You know, a great many important decisions are 
in the White House down the road and across town ojv 
but I think those decisions are not nearly as i: 
decision and commitments we are making tonight/ 
making a commitment to the future, a commitment to education, and 
a commitment to bringing more hope into the lives of our 
children.

We are deciding that we can't just sit and cluck over news 
reports on the state of education in this city. We can't just 
allow our parents to lower their expectations and our children to 
limit their ambitions for the future while we sit at home and 
worry and pray for things to change. Tonight we are deciding to 
make things happen. We are recognizing the role each of us can 
play in making sure that the children living in the capital city 
of the richest country of the world can achieve the American 
Dream if they are willing to work for it.
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I have met with communities across this nation who have made 
the commitment we are making tonight. I have seen vibrant, first- 
class schools in some of the poorest neighborhoods in
Philadelphia, in Corpus Christi and in the San Fernando Valley in 
California. These schools succeeded because of the efforts of 
committed teachers, parents, and community members who took an 
active role in volunteering and mentoring students.

4 they have a quiet sanctuary
cise, they will be surrounded 
These mentors will let our 

children know that there are many more of us in this city who 
believe in them, who do care if they finish their homework, who 
do care if they are having trouble keeping up with the classwork, 
who do care if they make it to graduation day.

cultural enrichment. Not only wi 
for study or a safe venue for exe: 
by volunteers from the community;

r- I-------

As sojourners in this city, my family and I have benefitted 
from the great warmth and hospitality of Washingtonians. And I 
want you to know that I will do everything I can to help you make 
your goals for our publicschools a reality.

There is no subject more important, no issue that should be 
more decisive, than how we see and treat our children. Children 
have no say in the political, business and economic decisions 
made by our nation. That is why we can and must be their voice.

One of my predecessors, Lady Bird Johnson once said, that 
••children are likely to live up to what you believe of them." 
Tonight, we are saying that we believe they can be anything they 
want to be — /police officers, doctors, teac|iers, hairdressers, 
presidents — and that we"—*i alr'xjf us—^ wiin help them. 

ly'-x /Hex--—•
I am confident that our effort will be successful. [As a 

young college student, I had the privilege to meet Saul Alinsky, 
the father of this community participation movement.; His ideas 
are as relevant today as they were in the 1960s.] \
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That is why we all must

Each child presents us wi  
citizens who will

The decision^
as important as any that--ar>e' mAdfev ih' bthsr. p>agt> -et th 
whether at the White House, Capitol Hill or City Hall.

We are deciding that we can't just sit and worry over news 
reports on the state of education in this city. We can't just 
allow our parents to lower their expectations and our children to 
limit their ambitions while we sit at home and pray for things to 
change. Tonight we are deciding to make things happen. We are 
deciding that each of us has a stake in the success of our 
schools and our children. And we are vowing to make sure that 
the children living in the capital city of the richest country of 
the world can achieve the American Dream if they are willing to 
work for it.

  energy, the hope, and the
spirit of everyone in this magnificent sanctuary. And fellow-— 
Washingtonians, I have no doubt that we can all translate this 
energy, this great potential, this abundant hope into something 
wonderful for our children, their parents, our neighborhoods and 
our schools.

I want to congratulate the Washington Interfaith Network for 
bringing together such a remarkable, committed group of
individuals, church congregations, and organizations from every
neighborhood and every ward in this city. , 1

yi /i 'j /i _ I I. I t V t . Z A Da a

But the time between youth and adulthood is short. There is 
so much our children must learn before they can make their ways 
safely and successfully through life, 
work together to prepare them.

IIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
1 WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK
. METROPOLITAN A.M.E. CHURCH

MAY 28, 1996
’ 1

- l asa-so happy to be here. Thank-you so much for inviting me 
to be a part of this momentous evening for the citizens —
especially the children — of this great city.

The initiative to keep our public schools open past three 
o'clock is crucial. If we all work together, schools that once

orhood and every ward in this city. , J

t is impossible not to feel the energy, thi

zments we are making tonight are just 
^4.1-—-----city

Tonight 
we are making a commitment to the future, a commitment to raising 
the quality of life in this city, and a commitment to bringing 
more quality education and hope into the lives of our children.

There are many things that can wait in this world. But our 
children cannot. The Bible says, "Train up a child in the way he 
should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it." 

n opportunity to mold
a path of personal 

responsibility and civic duty, and who will enrich our society by 
making the most of their innate gifts and talents.



Not only will our children have a quiet sanctuary for study 
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[As a
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And by the grace of God, together we will make a difference.

###

There is no subject more important, no issue that should be 
more decisive, than how we see and treat our children. Children 
have no say in the political, business and economic decisions 
made by our nation. That is why we can and must be their voice.

sat dark and empty in the afternoons will be enlivened by the 
sounds of children practicing their mulitplication tables or 
reading aloud and of teachers and parents meeting to find ways of 
fulfilling the needs of their children.

I am confident that our effort will be successful, 
young college student, I had the privilege to meet Saul 
the father of this community participation movement, 
demonstrating that his ideas are as relevant today as they were 
in the 1960s.]

As sojourners in this city, my family and I have benefitted 
from the great warmth and hospitality of Washingtonians. And I 
want you to know that I will do everything I can to help you make 
your goals for children a reality.

and a safe venue for exercise, they will be surrounded by 
volunteers from the community. These mentors will let our 
children know that there are many more of us in this city who 
believe in them, who do care if they finish their homework, who 
do care if they are having trouble keeping up with the classwork, 
who do care if they make it to graduation day.

I have met with 'communities across this nation who have made 
the commitment we are making tonight. I have seen vibrant, first- 
class schools in some of the poorest neighborhoods in
Philadelphia, in Corpus Christi and in the San Fernando Valley in 
California. These schools succeeded because of the efforts of 
committed teachers, parents, and community members who took an 
active role in volunteering and mentoring students.

One u£ luy pr&dfeeessors, Lady Bird Johnson once said^. that 
"children are likely to live up to what you bdlieve of tnem." 
Tonight, we are saying that we believe they can be anything they 
want to be, that their choices are not limited by their 
surroundings and that we — all of us — will help them.
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