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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS TO UAW LEGISLATIVE-POLITICAL CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D.C.

APRIL 21, 1996

Thank you President [Steve] Yokich [YOH-kitch]. Thank-you
so much for giving me this opportunity to speak to all of you in
the UAW who are working so hard to keep the American Dream alive
and attainable for all families who are willing to work for it.

On behalf of the President, I want to thank each of you,
members of this great union, for all you're doing to improve the
lives of working men and women and their children all across our
country. From civil rights to Medicare to the minimum wage, the
UAW has always been there, fighting for America's workers, for
the elderly, for the disadvantaged. For more than half a
century, you have been at the forefront of economic and social
progress.

On the eve of the 21st century, America is the great nation
it is today because of your hard work. But, unfortunately it
seems that there are some in our country who are threatening to
take our country one hundred years backward, to undermine all
that you and all of us who believe in economic Jjustice have
achieved on behalf of families.

You've come to Washington at a very crucial time for working
families. What happens in Congress and in the political debates
in the coming months will profoundly affect families, and their
ability to thrive in the 21st century.

Three years ago, you sent a President to the White House who
promised to put people first, to reinvigorate America's working
families, and to restore in them a sense of economic well-being
that had been slowly slipping away during the previous
administrations.

You sent a President and Vice-President to Washington to
generate growth and jobs, to increase incomes, to shrink the
underclass and grow the middle class. That President and Vice
President have made a great start.

In the last three years, 8.5 million new jobs have been
created. We have the lowest combined rates of unemployment and
inflation in 27 years. And we've halted the long decline in
median hourly wages. This is the record to build on, not to
retreat on. We have to do more, especially for our families and
children.

Tonight, I want to talk about families. About the UAW's
priorities for workers and their children. About the President's
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REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT THE RELEASE OF THE JAPAN AUTOMOBILE PROGRESS REPORT

The East Room

2:40 P.M. EDT

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Mr. Vice President, Ambassador Kantor,
Senator Levin and Congressman Levin, all the distinguished leaders from the auto industry and
Mr. J.C. Phillips from the UAW, and to Jim Hill, all the people here from the agencies that are
part of our nation’s economic team that really worked so hard to achieve these results:

[ want to thank you for what you said, Jim. Iam a car guy. I was six years old the first
time I crawled underneath a 1952 Buick in my father’s tiny dealership in Hope, Arkansas,
population 6,000, and I never quite got over it. And one of the things that I promised myself
I would do if I ever got a chance to have an impact on it was to give the American automobile
industry the chance to be rewarded for its willingness to compete. And that is what we have
worked hard to do in this administration.

I just saw something -- Mickey Kantor and I walked outside, along with the Vice
President, Mr. Panetta, and I saw something I never thought I would live to see. And just four
years ago, if you had told me that I would see it, I'm not sure I would have believed it --
right-hand drive American models made by American workers in American plants bound for
Japan.

A Ford Taurus, a GM-built Cavalier, a Chrysler Neon built for the Japanese market
where consumers are now freely buying tens of thousands more American cars than ever before.
These new exports, as others have said, are the results of efforts by our car makers and our
economic team. We have worked to expand our trade on fair terms not only with Japan, but
with others throughout the world. These exports show what we can do when we truly would
together and when others work with us in a spirit of cooperation and mutual benefit.

The boost in sales is tremendous news for American workers, for our auto and auto parts
manufacturers, for our strong relationship with Japan. I also want to say it is good news for the
people of Japan. When I first went to Japan in 1993, I said to the Japanese people what I will



have the opportunity to reiterate in just a couple of days -- we have no more important bilateral
relationship. We are bound together in our support for democracy and freedom and for the
security of freedom loving peoples in Asia -- and now elsewhere as Japan has shouldered bigger
and bigger burdens to help us all pursue the goals that we share.

We also know that if we have a free and open trading relationship with them, it will help
their economy, it will give their consumers more choices, and it will help both nations to be
more competitive as we hurdle our way forward into the 21st century.

Just three years ago our ties were strained by a trading relationship not
beneficial to our nation. The trade wasn’t working, but the ties weren’t working
either. Today our relationship is working better for both of us. There’s a lot to be
done. In a big and complex relationship like ours there will always be a lot to be
done. But we are strengthening and deepening our relationship. It is now a powerful
force for creating opportunity, for advancing democracy, and for improving the quality
of life in both our countries.

I also want to say that, as Ambassador Kantor said earlier, I believe
that the right kind of trade is critical for our nation’s future. I believe the position
of the United States must always be that we favor open trade. We are not afraid to
compete. We believe we can win. But if we’re going to live in a world where we
want others to raise their standard of living to our level, and we no longer control
anything like the percentage of the gross national product we did at the end of World
War II, then, fine, we’ll compete, and we’ll help others to advance. But we expect
the same access to foreign markets that we give foreign producers to ours. It is a
simple rule and one we have followed. It is a critical part of our economic strategy.

When [ became President job growth was slow, the deficit was
exploding, more than twice as high as it is now. We did two things. We put in place
an economic strategy, lowered the deficit, cut it in half in four years, get interest rates
down, increase investments in education and training, in research and technology,
reform and shrink and make more effective the national government; and expand trade
on terms both free and fair. That strategy has been implemented by a national
economic team -- the first time we ever had a fully functioning National Economic
Council to parallel our National Security Council, to integrate, plan and implement the
economic strategies of this county and to work in full partnership with the private
sector.

We now have 8.5 million more jobs than we had just three years ago.
And I might say, of the G-7 countries, that’s more than 8 million more than the other
six nations combined. We have the lowest combined rates of unemployment and
inflation in 27 years. And trade has been critical to that; as Ambassador Kantor said,
200 separate agreements -- 20 with Japan alone, now 21. Our exports are at an
all-time high, our auto producers now leading the world.

Even more important, we have a framework agreement in our




























































Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Oct. 23

out of the Service Employees Union. [ Laugh-
ter] 1 just want you to know that whatever
vou do. I intend to be there with you every
step of the way. And I know how important
this is. [Applause] Thank vou.

Let me say before I get into my remarks,
I have just come, as I think all of you know,
from Hvde Park and a meeting with Presi-
dent Yeltsin of Russia. We made a lot of
progress today in agreeing to work toward
peace in Bosnia, something that concems
every citizen of the world whose conscience:
has been shocked by all the children and
other innocent people who have been killed
there.

We also agreed on working together, very
importantly, to control the spread of nuclear
materials, something that is a very serious
problem in the aftermath of the cold war,
to minimize the prospect that terrorists will
ever be able to get small amounts of nuclear
material and make bombs out of them.

And finally, President Yeltsin agreed with
me that we should go for the strongest pos-
sible comprehensive nuclear test ban treaty
next vear. And that means we will probably
get it. and the world will be much safer as
a result of it.

I know' that you have—all of you—and 1
came here more than anything else just to
thank vou. because 1 know that you have
waged a strong and passionate grassroots
campaign for a year now to oppose the cuts
in worker safety and job training, in edu-
cation and health care. being considered in
the Congress. The White House mailroom
is jammed with postcards from union retir-
ees. [Applause] Thank you. This may be the
high-tech age, but you have got the Capitol
Hill switchboards groaning with calls gom
vour members. And I say, send more. And
I know that those ads you're. running have
gotten some Members of Congress su%fering
with heartbumn. And we just need to pour
it on a little more. I thank you for that.

I come here today with a simple message:
This is a very great country. You helped to
make it that way. We're on the edge of a
new century. We're living in a time of great
change. No one can perceive clearly all the
implications of that change.

We know that we’ve moved from an indus-
trial age to an information and technology
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age, which, as all of you know in your own

experience, even industry and agriculture is

infused today with more technology. \We

know we have moved from the bipolar world

of the cold war to a global village in which

we have dreamed of new possibilities but also

a lot of new vulnerabilities because of the

changes that are going on.

AnEd‘we‘Kno“ we've got to somehow har-

ness this change to benefit ordinary people

in our country and throughout the world. We |’

have to do it consistent with the basic values |

that made America great and that make life
; ) em-

every American; to the dignity of work: to J\ '
the-eommitment-that-the-famitv sfiould be | |
streﬁgﬂ‘mwd and-ciildven should be nur- | |
rents shonld be honored: a rec- | |
ogpitien-that'we have to go forward or back-
ward.togethes- endfherefore it is crazy for |
us to be divided by race: BWBV in- |
~ome and. any-way that in any way saps our |
strength--aid the determination to keep this |
cormtry the strongest nation on Earth. Those !
are the things which have animated the labor
movement in the later half of the 20th cen-
tury. And those are the values that will take

ll us into the 21st century.

\— Three years ago, you helped the American
people to send me to Washington to uphold
these values and to tum our economy
around. I had a commitment to make the
American dream real for all Americans in the
21st century and to make sure that our coun-
try would remain the strongest country in the
world. I had a simple strategy to hamess
change to benefit all of us. I thought we
needed to be faithful to the mainstream val-
ues I just mentioned. I thought we needed

a middle class economic strategy to grow the

niddle class and shrink the under class. I

ought we needed a modern Government
at would be less bureaucratic, more entre-

reneurial, but still strong enough to take
are of the business that the people need
one.

he lion’s share of the credit belongs to

you and the rest of the American people, but

we're moving in the right direction. And I
know that our policies had something to do

with it. We've got 7% million new jobs in
this country, after the slowest job growth in
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laid off. Today, over 80 percent of the people
who are laid off are not called back to the
same job from which they are laid off. All
of you know that. Therefore, I have proposed
having the Labor Department, working with

the Education Department, create a “GI bill
for America’s workers.” which consolidates

all of our training. pragrams, puts_moze
money into it, and gives every person who _
—fosesa job T Tight to get a voucher to take
—to-the program that you want, whether it's
a_union apprenticeship program, a union
Traming program, the local_ community col-
tege—Whatever is best_needed for the le
Thar-are unemployed. they ought-te-have it.
And TThink we ought to do it immediately.
W‘Eﬁﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁg-_tﬁmﬁrto do—
if we're going to have a tax cut we ought
to target it to working families and what they
need the most, which is help raising their
children, paving for their child care, and get-
ting an education. So I think we ought to
have a tax deduction for the cost of all edu-
cation after high school. Now, that would
help working people a lot. That would help.
The third thing I will say is—and I know
we have sometimes disagreed on this—1I be-
lieve that we win when we éxpand trade. So
it's not enough to have more free trade,
which [ favor, we also have to have more
fair trade. That’s what the Japanese auto
agreement was about. And thank you, Owen
Bieber, for supporting us and for finally giv-
ing us a chance to crack some of those mar-
kets that have been denied American work-
ers for too long. And we're going to keep
doing things like that all the way down.
Against that background, this is how I
think vou ought to see this balanced budget
fight. What has worked for us the last 2%
vears? Mainstream values, work and familv
and responsibility and community and treat-
ing people with dignity. all people, without
regard to their race or their region or income;
believing that vou have to lift working people
up if vou want other people to do well: That
has worked for us. \What's worked for us?
Middle class economics, help the small busi-
ness people. help the entrepreneurs, also
help to grow the middle class working people
and shrink the under class: That’s what
. works. That’s what is at stake in this budget
¥ battle.

Oct. 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

This is not—1I want to say this, and I want
you to go home and tell everybody you know
this—this is not a battle about balancing the
budget. That has nothing to do with what
is going on in Washington today. I gave the
Congress a balanced budget. You'd be better
off if we could balance the budget. When
we quadrupled the debt in 12 years before
I showed up, what happened? We had to
spend more and more money on interest on
the debt. We had less and less money to in-
vest in worker training, in new technology,
and the kinds of things that will grow the
economy, raise incomes, educate our chil-
dren.

It would be a good thing to do. But we
have to do that, like everything else, consist-
ent with our values and our objectives. That
is what is at stake. It is, what kind of America
are we going to live in?

I've given the Congress a balanced budget.
It cuts all kinds of spendling. It eliminates
hundreds of programs. But it increases our
investment in education, in technology, in re-
search. It protects instead of hurts the old,
the poor, the disabled, the little children on
Medicare and Medicaid. It supports invest-
ment in worker safety and in a clean environ-
ment and in the kinds of national treasures
that we share together. That is the kind of
balanced budget we need.

And that is what I want to talk to you
about. I am not about to do something that
I think will prevent us from doing what [
ran for President to do: giving every Amer-
ican a shot at the American dream and mak
ing sure this is the strongest. finest count
in the world in the 21st century. I am ngpt
going to do that. And you shouldn’t put
with it. You shouldn’t put up with it.

Now, here’s what I mean. I'm going to give
you the 10 greatest hits or so of this present
budget. This is not the Letterman show, and
so it won't all be funny. You may have to
laugh a couple of times to keep from crying,
but here’s what this is really about. Here’s
what the real contract is.

We all say we believe in honoring our par-
ents for what they have done for us. And
Medicare is a way of honoring our parents.
We have to slow the rate of growth of medi-
cal inflation. We have to secure the Medicare
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Trust Fund. I presented a budget which will
do that.

We have to recognize that health care is
changing. I have no problem with giving sen-
iors the option to join managed care plans
if they can get lower costs or better services.
I think we should do that. I'm sympathetic
with doctors and hospitals and their need to
have some changes in the law so they can
work together to compete with insurance
companies to provide managed care. I'm not
against that. But I'll tell you what I am
against. I'm against this budget that was
passed that, believe it or not, makes it easier
to commit waste, fraud, and abuse. When the
Federal Govemment says up to 10 percent
of the money may be wasted, they passed
a budget to make it easier to commit waste,
fraud, and abuse but harder for the poorest,
the oldest, and the sickest seniors to make
sure their health care needs are met. That
is wrong. 1 don't like it. I won't support it.
And if it passes, I will veto it. It is wrong.

I want to talk to you about the Medicaid
program. There's a lot of AFSME workers
here who work in health care institutions that
depend upon Medicaid. New York City has
a whole health care network that depends
not just on Medicare but Medicaid. Most
people think Medicaid is the welfare health
program. Let me tell you—70 percent of the
Medicaid money goes to the elderly and the
disabled for nursing home care, for in-home
care, for physician care. Thirty percent of the

1, Medicai({)money does go to poor people, not
i 'all of them on welfare, some of them even
working for very poor wages. And most of
that money goes to take care of the little chil-
dren. Over one in five children in the United
States of America is eligible for Medicaid
help for health care. And all those kids, they
may not be in your family, but they're your
kids. And 20 years from now, they're either
| going to be in jail or in school or in the work-
|l place. And they're going to be a big part of
\ [l our future. And I don’t know about you, but
{| when I retire, I want them out there working,
‘ making lots of money, takin%‘care of me. And
\ I want to take care of their health right now.

So my idea of the 21st century is not a
Medicaid program that takes away the money
that helps the poorest seniors to pay their
part of the Medicare program. That's right;
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they get rid of it. $10 billion. We help the
poorest old folks pay their copays. We help
them pay the fees they owe under Medicare
because they don’t have any money. There's
a lot of old folks out there. There’s folks still
living on 8300 a month. This budget takes
it all away. And there’s been a study which
estimates that it may take at least a million
elderly people out of the Medicare program.

I was in Texas the other night at a fund-
raiser, and a doctor came up to me. A doctor
came up to me, and he said, “You keep fight-
ing on this.” He said, “I've been a doctor
a long time. I remember when 1 did not have
any older patients, before Medicare. before
Medicaid, when I had no older patients, be-
cause older people were too proud to come
to the doctor if they couldn’t pay their bills.
So a lot of them just staved Eome and got
sick and died.” It is wrong. I will not put
up with it. It is not right. And vou shouldn’t
put up with it either. It is not right. It is
not right.

I want to tell you one more thing about
this Medicaid plan. It says, “Oh, we're going
to block-grant this to the States. \We're going
to get these terrible Federal rules and regula-
tions out of the State’s hair.” I was a Gov-
ernor for 12 vears. 1 used to sing that song.
(Laughter] ! believe in that.

Our administration—don’t you let anvbody
tell you this is about State’s rights—our ad-
ministration has given more waivers, more
freedom to get out from under Federal rules
to State governments to experiment with
moving people from welfare to work or serv-
ing more people, getting health insurance to
more people, than the last two administra-
tions combined. More in 2'/2 years than they
did in 12 years. This is not about giving the
States flexibility.

But let me tell you the kind of things they
want to let the States do and what they don't
want to let the States do, and it will tell you
what’s really behind this. They've adopted
their Medicaid programs. And among other
things, they say that the State ought to get
Me(ﬁcaid block-granted and they ought to
have the right to get rid of the so-called
spousal impoverishment rule. That's Govern-
ment language. You know what that means?
That means if an elderly couple lived to be
78 years old and they've been married 50
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Scheduling Proposal 2/5/96
Accept Regret Pending
@ Patbith WS04 s
Director of Scheduling
FROM: Harold Ickes
Jennifer O'Connor
REQUESTE® For the First Lady to attend a dinner

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND:

DATE and TIME:
DURATION:

PARTICIPATION:

OUTLINE OF EVENTS:
REMARKS REQUIRED:
ORIGIN OF PROPOSAL:

CONTACT:

for the International Union, United
Automobile, Aerospace and Agriculture
Implement Workers of America's
Legislative-Political conference.

Over 2,000 delegates will attend the
1996 Legislative-Political Conference
for UAW. This conference will be
attended by UAW local union leaders and
political activists from across the
country, as well as the Officers and
Board Members of the UAW. This speech
will serve to both energize and educate
the participants for this crucial
election year. This is the first
legislative conference for the new UAW
President Steve Yokich, so it is crucial
that we send a principal.

Apr i W2y & 199,60 8i500/kp: m.
30 minutes

Stephen Yokich, President, UAW
2,000 UAW local union leaders

TBD
Remarks needed
UAW invitation

JENNIFER O'CONNOR
6-6350












Y el i
Dole Pulls Bill .
‘On Immigration
Over Side Issues

By ADAM CLYMER R‘

WASHINGTON, April 16 — Sena-
tor Bob Dole suddenly pulled the:
immigration bill from the Senate
floor today, angered by Democratic
attempts to force votes on amend-
ments dealing with the minimum’
wage and Social Security, two issues,
that would put the presumptive Re-
publican Presidential nominee and
his party on the spot politically. .

Democrats offered to limit debate
on their amendments to an hour
each, or less. Nevertheless, Mr. Dole,
the majority leader, accused Demo--
crats of holding the immigration bill
“hostage’ and of trying to frustrate

* Republican efforts to pass any legis-
lation. “We have the majority,” he
insisted.

31‘. Dole appeared-flummoxed by

hoy to deal with the issue of raising
the minimum wage from $4.25 to
$5.15, a central Democratic cam-
paign issue. The idea is supported by
84 percent of the American public,
according to the latest New York
Times\CBS News Poll. But it draws
intense opposition from business and
House Republican leaders.

But while he juggled competing
political considerations, the Demo-
crats were enjoying his difficulties
and the opportunity to stick Mr. Dole
with the disadvantages of running

" the Senate while running for Presi-
dent. ) I
So. far the minimum wage pro-
.posal is supported by only a’few
Senate Republicans, but they and the
Democrats can combine to pass it if
it.ever comes up for a vote.

Thirteen House Republicans are
expected to announce Wednesday
that they have broken ranks on the
issue, too. House leaders, who
spurned a Democratic demand for a
vote today, are understood to be un-
certain about whether they would
win if-they had to allow one. °

Over the weekend, Mr. Dole said
he had not thought about what

Continued on Page Al18, Column 1

' migration bill, which would strength-
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Continuedfrom Page Al

should be done on the minimum
wage, and today he avoided ques-

tions on the subject by walking brisk-

ly past reporters whom he usually
chats with on Tuesdays after the
regular Republican caucus lunch.
Then his anger bubbled over after
Democrats rejected his request that
any amendments to the immigration
bill be relevant to immigration. Un-
like the House, the Senate permits
amendments that are not germane to
the bill on the floor, and members of
the majority and the minority often
use such amendments as a way to
extract proposals that are trapped in

. committee.

Mr. Dole complained that the im-

en enforcement efforts against ille-
gal immigrants and deny some bene-
fits to lawful immigrants, “is going
to be held hostage to Social Security
amendments, = minimum  wage
amendments,” adding: “They can
think of five or six others. Then they
have the gall to stand up and say, we
want to move ahead on illegal immi-
gration. We know what’s happen-
mg-l)

He told the Senate, “I know some
would like to frustrate any efforts on
this side of the aisle, but we dohave a
majority.”

“We will try to do our best to move
legislation the American people have
an interest in,” he continued. “Illegal
immigration, wherever you go, ille-
gal immigration is a big, big issue. If
we are going to be frustrated by an
effort-on the other side to hold the bill
hostage, that’s up to them. They can
make it happen, and they can explain
it to the voters in November.”

Senator Tom Daschle, the minor-
ity leader, shot back: “We didn’t pull
the bill. We could be taking up
amendments right now. We have al-
ready agreed to short time agree-
ments.”

Senator-Edward M. Kennedy, the

'Massachusetts Democrat who is

leading the minimum wage effort,
said, ‘‘We have been unable to get
consideration of that measure now
for over a year.” He warned, ‘‘This
issue is not going to go away.”

Senator Alan K. Simpson of Wyo-
ming, the floor manager of the immi-
gration bill, said he did not think the
bill was dead. “They will get back to
immigration when it gets to the end
of the week,” he said. “It’s called
how you really legislate.”

But he indicated that he was not

sure how this would come to pass.

The immigration bill, on which Mr.
Simpson and Mr. Kennedy have
worked closely, would also make it
easier to deport aliens and curtail
-the process of seeking political asy-
lum. :

The Social Security issue is an
effort by Democrats to pass a non-

- binding statemient that the Senate
does not believe that changing re-
ceipts and outlays for Social Security
should be considered to be a legiti-
mate part of any constitutional
amendment requiring a balanced
budget. Mr. Dole intends to bring up
that constitutional amendment,
which the Senate defeated last year,
again in May, but under a parliamen-
tary situation in which the Demo-
crats could not offer the Social Secu-

_ rity proposal.

But plainly the minimum wage is

_the most difficult issue, and it be-
came even tougher this afternoon
when 13 House Republicans an-
nounced that they supported increas-
ing the minimum wage to $5.25, rais-
ing the Democrats a dime.

The 13 Republicans are Represent-
atives Nancy L. Johnson and Christo-
phet Shays of Connecticut, Bill Mar- -
tini of New Jersey, Sherwood Boeh-
lert, Benjamin A. Gilman, Amo
Houghton, Rick A. Lazio, Jack Quinn
and James T. Walsh of New York,
Phil English of Pennsylvania, Jim
Leach of Iowa, Peter G. Torkildsen
of Massachusetts and Steve Horn of
California. ol

Mr. Martini, who announced the
proposed legislation, said: ‘It is time
to give hard-working men and wom-
en a raise. They deserve a fair return.
on a hard day’s labor. That is why I
have called upon the House leader-_

“ship to bring this important bill up

fora vote.”

By themselves, the 13 Republicans
would not be enough to get a bill
passed, even if the 196 Democrats
and one independent voted for it. But
they would make it close. There are
236 Republicans-in the House and.
two vacancies.

And Representative Richard A.
Gephardt of Missouri, the minority
leader, said today that the important
thing was to get the issue before the
House for a vote. “I think when we
have that chance,” he said, “we will
pass it” because other Republicans
would be reluctant to vote against an
increase.




BEIRUT STAGCERS
AS ISRAELS RAIDS
* ENTER SITH DAY

ECONOMIC STRAIN GROWS

Seaports Shut, Power Plants
Badly Damaged and Sales -
of Gasoline Rationed

By DOUGLAS JEHL I

BEIRUT, Lebanon, April 16 — As
Israel pounded targets in Lebanon
for the sixth straight day, this capi-
tal staggered today under the social
and economic strain of an assault
that has all but closed the country's
sea ports, damaged three power sta-
tions and sent hundreds of thousands
of refugees fleeing their homes.

With the country’s schools trans-
formed into temporary shelters, the
authorities announced that all class-
es would be curtailed until at least
early next week. And as Israeli war-
ships maintained an offshore block-
ade, the Government advised serv-

. ice stations to ration gasoline sales.

The mounting toll of attacks that
Israel says are aimed at the pro-
Iranian forces of Hezbollah, or the
Party of God, represents a heavy
blow for people who had begun to
believe that their country had finally
overcome 15 years of civil war and
might reclaim its lost glory.

“We've been climbing the ladder
for five years now, trying to accom-
plish something,” said Fouad Fares,
a Christian businessman. ‘“And now
in the last six days, it's as if every-
thing has broken down.”

As Israeli attacks continued to
rain down on Hezbollah strongholds
across south Lebanon and in Beirut's
southern suburbs, Lebanese officials |
accused Israel of trying to exploit
sectarian divisions by unloosing the
huge exodus from the south’s heav-
ily Shiite Muslim areas northward
toward Beirut. ;

In Beirut today, where refugees
were encamped in, homes and
mosques as well as in most schools,
there were signs that relief workers
were near the point of being over-
whelmed. George Harrouk, the di-
rector of the Lebanese Red Cross, !
warned of *“a crisis situation.”

* 'But neither the Lebanese Govern-
ment nor the public showed any sign

" of turning against Hezbollah, whose

cross-border rocket attacks are said |
by Israel to have provoked its heavy
counterstrike. At least 31 people
have been killed and more than 150
wounded since the Israeli attacks
began on April 11.

“*The battle is not against Hezbol-
lah; itis against Lebanon,” said Elle
Firzli, the deputy speaker of Leba-
non's Parliament. “And I am not
Hezbollah. I am a Christian.”

The Lebanese Government has
said it has no intention of reining in
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Hezbollah. In any case, there is a
serious question about its ability to
do so singlehandedly; the Syrian
Army, not the Lébanese Army, is the
most powerful military force in this
country and many diplomats believe
that only Syria“is in a position to
seriously constrain Hezbollah's mili-
tary operations.

Syria has 35,000 troops in Leba-
non, and its endorsement of what it
calls Hezbollah’s justifiable war
against Israeli occupiers makes it all
but impossible for any Lebanese offi-
cials to criticize the organization
publicly.

In Beirut today, scores of Hezbol-
lah volunteers found ready contribu-
tors as they made collections among
passing motorists in the city’s most-
ly Muslim west and predominantly
Christian east The volunteers wore
vests adorned with Hezbollah’s sym-
bol, a hand clutching a dagger.

At the headquarters for the Leba-
nese Red Cross, dozens of other
youngsters — -Christians and Mus-
lims alike — packed boxes with food
and other supplies for distribution at
refugee sites that virtually line the
coastal road from Beirut south to
Sidon. ;

In attacks today, Israeli strikes

claimed seven more Lebanese lives,
including two soldiers in south Leba-
non and a 2-year-old girl who was
killed in southern Beirut when heli-
copter rocket fire demolished a
three-story apartment building.
. Lebanese officials say that none of
those killed so far were Hezbollah
members. And after two days in
which Israeli warplanes have
bombed power .stations on the out-
skirts of Beirut, causing damage es-
timated at tens of millions of dollars,
the officials vented fury at what they
called an indication that Israel's
campaign had strayed far beyond its
declared targets.

Israel has defended the three pow-
er-plant raids, two on Monday and
one on Sunday, as a tit-for-tat re-
sponse to Hezbollah's Katyusha
rocket attacks against similar tar-
gets in northern Israel. But in a
capital that managed to restore
round-theclock electric power only
last year, the Lebanese officials de-
nounced the attacks as part of a
campaign to undermine the coun-
try's economy and scaré away for-
eign investors..

“When they hear that 350,000 or
400,000 refugees are coming to Bei-
rut, do you think they will be encour-
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‘The battle is not
against Hezbollah; it
is against Lebanon.’

aged anymore to come to Lebanon?’’
said Farid Makari, Lebanon’s Minis-
ter of Information. ** ‘Capital is cow-
ard,’ they say. They will think three
times before they come again.”

It may be several months, Leba-
nese officials say, before the most
heavily damaged of the power plants
can be fully repaired, leaving tens of
thousands of people with only
sporadic electric supplies. While it
has not yet made an estimate of the
total cost of the war damage, the
Lebanese ‘Government has said the
cost of repairing the worst-hit plant
might surpass $80 million.

The Lebanese Red Cross, which
has just 32 ambulances and 700 vol-
unteers, acknowledged today that it
had been able to provide food for no,
more than a fraction of the refugee
population, although private founda-
tions, including one headed by the
sister of Lebanon's Prime Minister,
Rafik al-Hariri, have made substan-
tial contributions.

Young volunteers at the Red Cross
headquarters were trying desperate-
ly to procure donations of medicine,
and officials said the organization,
which relies entirely on private dona-
tions, is totally out of cash.

‘“Children are getting the flu and
infections from sleeping on the
ground and from going without hot
food or milk,” one worker said. *‘Old
people don’t have their diabetes
medicine. We need everything thing
from aspirin to antibiotics.”

As the United States and other
powers tried to broker a cease-fire,
the attention of Lebanon's leaders
turned tonight toward diplomacy,
with President Elias Harawi, Prime
Minister al-Hariri and the parlia-
mentary Speaker Nabih Berri, meet-
ing jointly with the French Foreign
Minister, Hervé de Charette.

Earlier, Richard Jones, the United
States Ambassador to Lebanon, pre-
sented Faris Bouez, the Lebanese
Foreign Minister, with a copy of a
new American proposal to end the :..
fighting. But as refugces like Ju-
mana Aoub, a mother of two tod-
dlers, made their way north, the pow-
er of emotions they expressed made
it difficult to imagine what such a
settlement might look like.

Outside a dark, drafty mosque in

Beirut where 400 refugees shared a
few hundred loaves of bread, 150
mattresses and one toilet, Mrs. Aoub
said she had been among the last to
leave her village Monday night and
had spent Tuesday vainly seeking
refuge along the coastline.

“Everywhere we went, they said:
‘We have no more room. We have no.
more food. Move on, go north,’ "’ said
Mrs. Aoub, who ‘added that her hus-
band had remained in the south to
fight with Hezbollah. *‘We risked our
lives to escape and I spent all our
money paying for cars to bring us
here. I should have stayed with my
husband. I will go where God sends
me. Where can God send me?”

At a school in Beirut’s southern -
suburbs, the refugee center was run
by Hezbollah, which in addition to its
military role functions as the coun-
try’'s best-organized charity, and
there were extra blankets and mat-
tresses for all. )

““Hezbollah brings us everything
we need,” said one woman, Zana
Mousalmani. “They care for us and '
fight for us. We are ready to. stay
here until they get rid of the Israe-
lis.” '

Another woman, Samir Said, had
given birth to a baby girl only a few-
days before, helped by a Hezbollah
doctor. In tribute to the rocket that is
the militants’ favorite weapon, she
named the child Katvisha



























