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I think it is so important to have national leaders who are in touch with what you do. This

September we will have more young people going to our public and private schools than
anytime in our nation’s history -- 51.7 million. It is a new record and many of you know first
hand what I am talking about.

You are worried about class size, building new schools and record enrollments for the years to
come. This 1s why the President has called for a new 35 billion school construction initiative over
the next four years that can provide up to a 50% interest subsidy to school districts..

Now, there are some who say that public education isn’t up to the job of moving American
education into the 21st century. Well, I disagree with that opinion and so does the President.
Public education -- the common school -- is at the very heart of our democracy -- the one
institution that has done more than any in our history to bring us together as a people.

The last thing we need in the White House is a President who is willing to short change public
education. This is wrong for America, wrong for public education, and wrong for our children.
In this new education era -- this new information era-- we need national Jeadership committed to

public education -- that values your work -- and recognizes that America could not be America
without public education.
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FY 96 Appropriation

In 1996, the President requested $500 Milli
] illion from Congress for the Safe a
;rioemSchogls Program: .The Senate Appropriations Committee, though, onl;d R
Housen:n ed $200 Million (-54.6% from the 1995 Revised Appropriation). The
S0 only recommended $200 Million. After the Appropriations Bill failed to pass

PRESIDENT CLINTON AND AMERICA'S COMMUNITIES: —
MEETING THE CHALLENGE OF KEEPING oUR KIDsS SAFE
May 30, 1996

A long reco;'d of hard work, executive action and real success. President Clinton believes that
the best way w ensure a safe, strong and secure Amenica is to help our children grow up in an
environmens that lets them have every chance to enjoy this age of possibility. The President has
taken a num.r.2r of specific steps to provide our children with a safe passage from childhood to
adulthood, i cluding: :

. Suppoarting school uniforrus. President Clinton has encouraged schools to adopt school
uniform policies, which promote discipline and respect. The Administration has developed 3
guide for schools to assist them in establishing these policies, which will be distributed to
16,0C0 school distncts.

] Drug testing. In January of 1995, the Clinton Administration supported high school athlete
drug testing in an amicus brief to the Supreme Coun, sending the message to parents and
students that drug use will not be wlerated in our schools. (Vernonis School District 47J vs, Acton)

* Fewer guns in the hands of our children. Presidait Clinton signed into law a youth
handaun ban in his 1994 Cnme Bill. The ban makes it a federal offense, with some
exce; tions, for a juvenile under the age of 18 1o knowingly possess 8 handgun or handgun
amm 1nition,

% Safv und drug-free schools. President Clinton expanded the Drug Free Schoc.s Act inw
the *:fe and Drug Free Schools Act in 1994, making violence prevention a key part of that
proy, am. The President has fought throughout his term for full funding of the program,
figh« ng back a $266 million cut by the House in 1996. Over 97 percent of the school
disn.<ts in the country use these funds to keep violence and drugs away from students and
our schools.

C Zero tolerance. In October 1994, President Clinton signed into law the Gun-Eree Schools
Acr, and issued a Presidential Directive lazer that month to enforce “2eto tolecance” in our
schaols -- you bring a gun to school, you don't come back for a year.

—gpo— Additionally, the Clinton Administration has encouraged states to adopt a “zero rolerance”
) stanaard for drivers under the age of 21 who drive while intoxicated.

¥ Anti-gang and Youth Violence Control Act of 1996. President Clinton sent :his act to
Cor jress to strengthen laws that will help stop the rise of youth violence and urug use,
inciLiding expanded use of drug and gun courts.

= Conr munity schools. President Clinton is also trying to give kids something v say "Yes"

-+——— to. -he President has requested $13.6 million for FY 1997, to continue suppc:. for the
Cor: munity Schools program that keeps school doors open after classes have eded and on
weel:ends and holidays so that young people have a safe place 10 go and positive things 1o
do.

T-aaidame Clintan has Brooosed resmeting youth access



Workiag to end teen tob3cco Use. ricaucis wreeiem.. - SE

to tobacco products, and reducing the advertising and promononal activities that make these
products appealing to young people.

Combatting youth drug use. The number one goal of President Clinton’s 19¢'6 Nanional
Drug Control strategy is o monvate America's youth to reject illegal drugs an:: substance
abuie. The first ever White House Conference on Youth, Drug Use and Viole (ce in March
199 lavnched a nauonal media literacy and drug deglamorization campaign a.imed at youth.
Creating public / private partnerships. President Clinton initiated the SafeFutures
Proram, which will demonstrate the importance of public/private partnership: in providing a
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Notional Associaotion of
Elementory School Principols
1615 Duke Street

Alexandrio. VA 22314-3483

Contact: June Million
703-684-3345

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS RANK CLINTON EDUCATION, DOMESTIC POSITIONS
ALEXANDRIA, Va., February 10, 1993--As the Clinton administration gets to
work, school principals want them to begin with children, and not just those in
school. In a January survey, the National Association of Elementary School
Principals asked members to rank campaign domestic and education proposals.
“"Their top priorities reflect growing concern for student and family status
outside of school," said Samuel C. Sava. NAESP's executive director.
The 880 principals responding to the survey overwhelmingly favored:

* Smaller classes in early elementary grades (91%)

* Free preschooling for all at-risk children (90%)

* Tougher child-care standards (90%)

Parent-education programs (86%)

Professional counselors in every elementary school (80%), and

Comprehensive prenatal, maternal, and child health care to assure that

all children enter school ready to learn (76%).

They also soundly supported:

* Balancing education spending among rich and poor districts through federal

funding (68%-20%).

Tax relief for families with children (65%-14%).

Federal assistance to keep schools safe (57%-19%).

National standards, '"so that all K-8 schools work toward the same basic

curricular goals" (57%-28%). ‘

Creater efforts to educate disabled children with their peers, rather than

assigning them to separate classes (52%-32%).

Principals strongly opposed:

* Vouchers that provide cash for parents sending children to private and
religious schools (89% against, 6% for).

* "Alternative certification" that would let schools hire teachers without
teacher training (62% against, 27% for).

* A national test, or student-assessment system, based on national standards

(58% against, 26% for).

(over)



Principals favored, though more narrowly:

* Public school "choice," 50 percent to 45.

* School prayer in noncoercive settings, 42 percent to 37.

Setting achievement standards for all American students to meet by the year
2000, advocated by both President Bush and then-Covernor Clinton at the 1989
"Education Summit" in Charlottesville, Va., was supported by the principals, 69
percent to 17. But they were against, 44 percent to 35, Bush's plan for federal
financing of 535 '"New American Schools," one in each congressional district.

Asked to comment on what one policy governing their schools they would like
to see changed, the principals overwhelmingly said that the federal government
should stop asking schools to provide services, then not follow through with the
financial support needed pay for them.

“For instance," said Dr. Sava, "when the government says that schools must
offer a free lunch program, which is often based and budgeted on surplus food,
and then the supply dries up, the schools must make up the difference. Or, when
a disabled child needs hospital care, a full-time aide, or a computer system to
get the education the government promises, a school may end up paying $100,000 a
year for one child.

"When passing legislation, the federal government must consider and provide
the funding needed to support a program."

The mail-back survey entitled, ""Federal Education Policies," reflects the
views of NAESP members in every state.

Established in 1921, the National Association of Elementary School
Principals serves 26,000 elementary and middle school principals in the United

States, Canada, and overseas.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
Serving All Elemeniary end Muddle School Princypals

FACT SHEET

The National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP), founded in 1921, is a professional
organization serving more than 26,000 elementary and middle school principals and other educators
throughout the United States, Canada, and overseas.

The Association believes that the progress and well-being of the individual child must be at the
forefront of all elementary and middle school planning and operations. Further, NAESP members
accept the challenge inherent in research findings that the development of quality education in each
elementary and middle school depends on the expertise, dedication, and leadership of the principal.

As a national organization, NAESP operates through a network of affiliated associations in every state
and the District of Columbia.

As the representative of principals serving some 30 million children in grades Kindergarten through 8,
the Association seeks:

To serve as an advocate for children and youth, especially by ensuring them access to an
excellent education

To sustain and promote high professional standards and creative leadership among
principals

To heighten public awareness of elementary and middle school education as the
foundation for all future academic achievement

To serve as'a national representative for elementary and middle school education to
Congress, the Executive Branch, state and federal agencies, the news media,
researchers, educators, and other education groups

To serve as an advocate for the professional tenets and priorities of elementary and
middle school principals in the nation's capital and in state capitals throughout the
country

To work toward assuring that education continues to be recognized as a matter of
national priority.

Among the Association's many services are the award-winning Principal magazine and Communicator
newsletter, along with seven publications per year that address the specific needs of practicing school
administrators; a Legal Assistance Program; an annual convention; a variety of professional
development training programs including the National Fellows, Certificate of Advanced Proficiency,
and School-Age Child Care Programs. Services for students are offered through NAESP's American
Student Council Association, and the Skills for Growing program. Together with the U.S Department
of Education, NAESP brings national recognition to principals through the annual National
Distinguished Principals awards program.

1615 Du:xs STREET © ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22314-3483 ¢ TeLEPHONE: (703)684-3345 ¢ Fax: (703)5486021
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National Association of Elementary School Principals
-

1615 Duke Street -
Alexandna, VA 22314-3483 ‘//,

(703)684-3345 * Fax: (703)548-6021

July 11, 1996

o MEMORANDUM .
75 YEARS OF
SERVING To:  Nicole Rabnevé—” ce A

AMERICA"'S Office of the First Lady
CHILDREN The White House

1921-1996

!
From: Dr. Deborah B. Ree% -~
Associate Executive Di{ector

Re:  Requested Information

As promised during our telephone conversation yesterday afternoon, please find
the requested information attached.

Additionally, I’ve enclosed a packet of press releases, articles and other materials
which substantiate NAESP’s strong and public support of President Clinton’s
agenda for children and their education. As I shared with you, NAESP is a
nonprofit, nonpartisan education association (one of the top six in the U.S.) and
our mission is serving as an advocate for children and promoting the principal as a
leader of leaders within the school community. We have a strong grassroots
network throughout the U.S. and the American community overseas through our
state affiliates in every state and the District of Columbia and the U.S. Department
of State, Office of Overseas Schools.

In past administrations, the nation’s principals have had the benefit of meeting with
the President. This has not happened at any time during the Clinton administration
and I believe if we can find a way to make this happen, it would provide an
excellent opportunity for the nation’s school leaders to extend their appreciation
and gratitude to the Clintons for their leadership.

As [ shared with you, the principals named Mrs. Clinton to receive our highest and
most prestigious award. Others who have received this award include C. Everett
Koop, Jonathan Salk, Dr. Seuss, Augustus Hawkins, Ernest Boyer and most
recently, Manian Wright Edelmen. Traditionally this award is presented before a
congregation of America’s principals and I know you shared our disappointment
over the scheduling conflicts during April. Hopefully, we will be able to present the
award to Mrs. Clinton the end of this month. If so, NAESP will issue an AP




Page two -

release and will make every effort to work with the Office of the First Lady to
generate any additional media attention that you might suggest Again, we feel this
would be an excellent way to focus national attention on the strong and
outstanding contributions that Mrs Clinton has made to America's children and
their families.

Once you’ve reviewed the enclosed information, please let me know should you
need additional information or have further questions. Again, Nicole, marny thanks
for your effort on behalf of our children and their schools. / {
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National Association of Elementary School Principals

1615 Duke Street
Alexandna, VA 22314-3483

(703)684-3345 « Fax: (703)548-6021

May 28, 1996

Nicole Rabner

75 YEARS OF Office of the First Lady
SERVING The White House
AMERICA'S Washington, D.C.
CHILDREN

1921-199G6  Dear NicoleQ /e sl —

We last spoke several months ago regarding Mrs. Clinton being named the
recipient of NAESP's National Award for Distinguished Service by America’s
elementary and middle school principals. If you recall, Marian Wright Edelinan
was also named and we had hoped to make the presentation to both Mrs. Clinton
and Mrs. Edelman during our annual convention held here in Washington.
However, due to Mrs. Clinton’s overseas travel, we were unable to make the
presentation at that time.

As | shared with you, this award is the most prestigious recognition school
principals offer to Americans who have made a significant and long-term
commitment to children and it is traditionally presented before a delegation of
school principals. Past recipients include C. Everett Koop, Jonas Salk, Theodor
Geisel (Dr. Seuss), Ernest Boyer, Augustus Hawkins and Marian Wright Edelman.

As a-follow-up to our earlier discussion, I've given a great deal of thought to the
next best opportunity for making the presentation to the First Lady. I believe our
annual State Leaders’ Conference, to be held July 25 - 27, would offer maximum
impact and set the stage for a significant and positive ripple throughout the
country. The individuals who will be attending the conference are school principals
who are education leaders in each of the fifity states and the District of Columbia,
principals who are members of the NAESP Board of Directors representing nine
geographic regions of the U.S., and other prominent educators and
representatives from corporations who partner in education.

As | shared with you in our earlier phone conversations, NAESP has taken a
strong and public stand with President Clinton and his agenda for children and
their education. The principals and NAESP would be greatly honored if Mrs.
Clinton could accept her award during this time. We would welcome the
opportunity to express our gratitude to the First Lady and to the Clinton
Administration for their ongoing commitment to children and for their critical and

dynamic leadership.
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Purpose Each year, America's principals name an outstanding American to be the

(cont’d) recipient of our National Award for Distinguished Service Traditionally,
this award is given to those recognized by school principals as having made
a significant and long-term commitment t0 children. This year, two
outstanding Americans were named: Marian Wright Edelman, in
recognition of her tremendous contribu}ion to the health and welfare of
children, and Hillary Rodham Clinton, in recognition of her unwavering
dedication to improving the quality of life for children and families

We had hoped to present the award to both Mrs Clinton and Mrs
Edelman during our annual convention last March, however, Mrs. Clinton
was traveling overseas during that time. We believe that NAESP's annual
Leaders’ Conference will provide an excellent opportunity for the nation’s
school principals to express their gratitude for Mrs. Clinton's ongoing
commitment to children and to thank you the Clinton Administration

for the President’s leadership. '

Previous :
Participation: NAESP national education leaders have not met with a Presidential
Administration since Ronald Reagan hosted them at the White House.
Date and Thursday, July 25, 9:00 am or
Time: Friday, July 26, anytime between 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Duration: : Approximately 45 minutes to ! hour:
. A brief photo with principals who form the NAESP Board of Directors
(15 minutes)
e Introduction and presentation of award (5 minutes)
1 Mrs. Clinton’s remarks (20 -30 minutes)
Location: Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel
Arlington, VA
Participants: 250 elementary and middle school principals who are designated leaders

representing the 50 states and the District of Columbia; |5 principals who
serve on the NAESP Board of Directors representing regions of the U.S.,
ethnic minorities and middle grades; Executive Directors representing the
nine overseas regional associations of American schools overseas and 50
other prominent educators and business officials representing corporate
partnerships (approximate total of 300).
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Outline of
Events:

Media
Coverage:

Contact:

Attachments:

Thursday, July 25th - AM - First General Session
Legislative Brefing
PM - Meetings with Congressional Leaders
Debriefing
Welcoming Reception - U.S. Department of
State, Diplomatic Suite

Friday, July 26th - AM - Second General Session
PM - Role-Alike Meetings
Breakout Sessions - Issues/Trends

Open. NAESP will issue an AP release naming Mrs. Clinton the recipient
of the National Award for Distinguished Service presented by America’s
elementary and middle school principals.

Deborah B. Reeve, Ed.D.

Associate Executive Director

National Association of Elementary School Principals
Phone: (703) 684-3345 Fax: (703) 518-6281

#1 - NAESP Fact Sheet and Brochure

#2 - Copy of earlier correspondence

#3 - List of NAESP.Board of Directors

#4 - NAESP Press Releases, articles and other documentation of support
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SAMUEL G. SAVA. Ed. D
Executive Director

Natiopal Association of
Elementary School Principals

February 14, 1996

Hillary Rodham Clinton

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20050

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

The nation's elementary and middle school principals applaud your lifelong efforts on behalf of
America’'s children. As First Lady, you contribute a strong and compassionate voice to the important
dialogue in which we all must engage. For that, we are grateful.

The National Association of Elementary School Principals has chosen two outstanding Americans to
receive our national Award for Distinguished Service, given to those recognized by school principals as
having made a significant and long-term commitment to children. We would be honored to make this
presentation to you, our nation’s First Lady, in recognition of your unwavering dedication to improving
the quality of life for children and families. We are also honored to present a Distinguished Service
Award to Marian Wright Edelman_in recognition of her tremendous contribution to the health and
welfare of children. Past recipients include C. Everett Koop, Jonas Salk, Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss),
Ernest Boyer, and Augustus Hawkins.

We anticipate over 6,000 elementary and middle school prircipals from across America and overseas
will join us in Washington, DC, for our national convention and celebration of NAESP's 75th
Anniversary of service to children. Marian Wright Edelman will speak on Tuesday, March 26 from
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. in Hall A of the Washington Convention Center. We would be privileged to present
the Award for Distinguished Service to you prior-to heraddress. In view of the release of your insightful
book, | could think of no better time to invite you to join sc’+131 leaders in the tribute to our profession
and to children and their families.

On behalf of America’s parents, teachers, and principals, [ thunk you and commend you for your
inspirational leadership in creating an America where all chiidren can realize their promise as informed,
productive and fulfilled citizens. The nation's school principals welcome the opportunity to express their
gratitude for your ongoing commitment to children.

1 look forward to hearing from you.

Sinceri?///

Sé@muel G. Sava
Executive Director

1615 Duke Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22J14-3483 (703) 684-3345



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
1996-1997 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President 1996-1997
Carole L. Kennedy, Principal
New Haven Elementary School
3301 New Haven Road
Columbia, MO 65201 (573) 886-2390
FAX: (573) 886-2392
Home: 2204 Topaz
Columbia, MO 65203
(573) 445-7907

Past President 1996-1997
Dominic A. Palazzolo, Principal
Yake Elementary School
16400 Carter
Woodhaven, MI 48183 (313) 692-2233
FAX: (313) 692-2234
Home: 29845 East River Road
Grosse Ile, MI 48138
(313) 675-0163

Director, Zone 2 1996-1999
Richard F. Barbacane, Principal
Buehrle Alternative School
426 East Clay Street
Lancaster, PA 17602 (717) 291-6232
FAX: (717) 291-6177
Home: 363 Rineer Road
Conestoga, PA 17516
(717) 872-4138
Director, Zone 4 1995-1998
Jill A. Eaton, Principal
Walter Jackson Elementary School
1950 Park Street, S.E,
Decatur, AL 35601 (205) S552-4285
FAX: (20S) 552-4693
Home: 1320 Brindwood Lane, S.E.
Decatur, AL 35601-6904
(205) 355-9006

Director, Zone 6 1995-1998
C. Lynn Babcock, Principal
Grant Elementary School
9300 Hubbard
Livonia, MI 48150 (313) 523-9480
FAX: (313) 523-0534
Home: 1070 York
Plymouth, MI 48170
(313) 416-9199

President-elect 1996-1997
Yvonne G. Allen, Principal
Whiteville Elementary School
P.O. Box 659
whiteville, TN 38075 (901) 254-8013
FAX: (901) 254-9528
Home: Route 3, Box 705

Bolivar, TN 38008

(901) 658-4520

_ Director, Zone 1 1996-1999

James C. Brown, Principal
Washington Oak Elementary School
1675 Flat River Road
Coventry, RI 02816 (401) 822-9420
FAX: (401) 822-9406 (Dist. Office)
Home: 39 Audubon Avenue
Providence, RI 02908
(401) 831-7963

Director, Zone 3 1995-1998
Rodney P. Woods, Principal

Valley View Elementary School

Rt. 4, Box 269

Martinsburg, WV 25401 (304) 229-1970
FAX: (304) 229-1973

Home: 906 Hillcrest Drive
Martinsburg, WV 25401

(304) 263-4286

Director, Zone S 1994-1997
Jerry W. Vrshek, Principal
Lane Elementary School
4600 W. 123rd Street
Alsip, IL 60658 (708) 371-0720
FAX: (708) 396-3753
Home : 950 Milton Bridge
Frankfort, IL 60423
(815) 469-5059

Director, Zone 7 1994-1997
Dennis R. Arnold, Principal
McKinley School
S 12th Street, SW
Watertown, SD 57201 (60S) 882-6350
FAX: (605) 882-6351
Home: 844 Pompeska Drive
Watertown, SD 57201
(605) B88B6-2174



NAESP Board List
Page 2

Director, 2one 8 1996-1999
William W. Barnes, Principal
Spring Garden Elementary School
2400 Cummings Road
Bedford, TX 76021 (B17) 354-3395
NO FAX
Home: 608 Spring Garden Drive
Bedford, TX 76021
(817) 485-1027

Director, FPoundation 1995-1997
Richard A. Shirley, Principal
South Sumter Middle School
773 N.W. 10th Avenue
Webster, FL 33597 (352) 793-2232
FAX: (352) 793-3976
Home : 12564 C.R. 727

Webster, FL 33597

(904) 793-5538

Director, Zone 9 1994-1997
Don R. lapinski, Principal
Cascade Middle School
1015 24th Street, NE
Auburn, WA 98002 (206) 931-4998
FAX: (206) 931-8006 (Dist. Office)
Home: 2915 27th Street, SE

Auburn, WA 98002

(206) 735-8168

Director, Foundation 1996-1998
Nancy E. Dickerson, Principal
Mattahunt Elementary School
100 Hebron Street
Boston, MA 02126 (617) 635-8792
FAX: (617) 635-8799
Home: 97 Orlando Street

Boston, MA 02126

(617) 296-4413

REVISED JULY,

1996

Samuel G. Sava, Executive Director
NAESP

1615 Duke Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 684-3345S

FAX: (703) 5S48-6021












as the Mandate for Children. The principals’ top priorities

showed a growing concern for student and family status outside of
school. They favored sound investment in Head Start, tougher
child-care standards, parent-education programs, and
comprehensive prenatal, maternal, and child health care to assure
that all children enter school ready to learn.

The Coalition for America’s Children is a nonpartisan
allianée of 250 national, state, and local nonprofit
organizations who work together to emphasize the serious problems
faced by American children.

Because elementary schools are increasingly called on to
offer an array of social services to students and communities,
said Sava, joining forces with national health, education, and
welfare organizations in Washington is a powerful way to get a
unified children’s message to Congress and the President. The
Coalition’s 40 million members, in turn, hold their candidates
accountable at the state and local levels.

A member of the steering committee for the Coalition for
America‘s Children, the National Association of Elementary School
Principals serves 26,000 elementary and middle school principals

in the United States, Canada, and overseas.






National Association of
Eiementary School Principcls
1615 Duke Stree:

Alexandria. VA 22314-3£z2%
Contact: June Million
703-684-3345

Principals Challenge Congress to Increase Education Funding

ALEXANDRIA, VA--June 28, 1994--The National Association of Elementary
School Principals today urged the U.S. Senate to restore 1995 federal education
funds slashed last week by the House Appropriations Committee.

"Goals 2000 becomes Mission Impossible if education funds aren’t increased
significantly,” said Samuel G. Sava, NAESP’s executive director. "And, as usual,
those who will suffer the most are children who are disadvantaged, disabled and
who need special services."

In May, in an effort to improve American education on all levels, Congress
adopted a budget resolution that recommended sufficient funds to maintain
existing services and initiate new programs, including the Goals 2000:Educate
America Act.

In June, however, the House Appropriations Committee cut President
Clinton's recommended $1.7 billion increase by two-thirds, to $568 million. This
means that the programs administered by the U.S. Department of Education
would be funded at or below the projected rate of inflation, woefully inadequate,
according to NAESP, to implement the improvements called for by Congress.

"Congress 1s passing laws that will improve education, but not allocating
the money to make it happen,"” said Sava. And America’s most vulnerable school
children suffer the consequences.

"We're counting on the Senate to restore the critical funding we need to
make education reform a reality."

The Senate Labor/HHS/Education Appropriations Subcommittee will
consider its education funding levels on July 15.

#
Established in 1921, the National Association of Elementary School Principals

serves 26,000 elementary and middle school principals in the United States,
Canada, and overseas.



NAESP PRINCIPALS’ OPINION SURVEY

Results based on 880 cesponses.
Federal Education Policies Percentages rounded o nearest digic.

The election of Governor Clinton as President will probably change some federal o
policies on K-8 educauon. In order 10 represent you and the profession in Wash- 5 3
ington, we would like your opinion on proposed Clinton policies. as well as your LE g 5-
views on President Bush's and Govermor Clinton’s past policies. > ‘z 3 e
co & =0
PLEASE RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! &[S |2|%5
= S|l 5| =
. ) . = alalz|o|a
What is your opinion of these proposed Clinton policies?
|. Adlow parents to choose the public school their children atend, as long as accept- 19] 31! s |22 |23
able racial biance is maintained.
2. Fully fund Head Stan to provide preschool for every at-risk child. 9 [ 61l S| 3L
3. Use Chapuer | funding 0 equalize spending for all districts. 32 3612 [L16 | &
4. Establish parent-education programs. 35 |stfroj 3 4.5
5. Offer comprehensive prenawl. matenal, and child health care 10 assure that all 36 |42 16 |6 2
chuldren enter school ready (0 leam.
6. Suppon 2 family and medical leave act, enabling parents o Lake unpaid leave in 22 |28 J1s |11 |23
case of family emergency without losing their jobs.
7. Work for ougher enforcement of childcare standards. Sl (39| 8 1].1
8. Establish tax relief for families with children. such as credits for child carc. 26 (39 | 21[12 | 2
9. Establish natonwide education standards in core subjects. so that all K-8 schools 18 |39 f1s |21 | 7
work toward the saroe basic curricular goals.
10. Create a nagonal assessment system based on these standards. 8 (18 (16 J&l |17
11, Increase effons (o bring disabled children into regular classrooms. 16 136 |15 |26 (6
12. Reduce class size in carly elementary grades. 68 |23 6 2 1
13. Launch 1“Safe Schools lnitiative” with federal assisance 0 help with such
mesasures as meaoring and outzach programs. hiring of security personnel. and 16 fal 26 (15| 4
insttlation of metal detectors.
4. Place a professional counselor in every elemendiary school. 4«8 (32|12 ] 6| 2
15. Permit altzmadve certfication for teachers, so that schools can hire candidates 1 |20 |10 le9 |13
lacking majors in education. but desirable in other respects.
16. Frovide “differenuial pay” 10 amract teachers into specific curricular “"shortage 16 3¢ |13 |28 | 9
aeas” (e.g.. math, sciences) or distressed urban and rural schools.
17. Eswablish a national board 0 recommend minimum professional teaching standarts 11 |3s |23 20 |10
for all states.
18. Suppon voluntary school prayer in “noncocrcive ™ semngs. 22 120 |21 |23 |16
What is your opinion of these past Bush and Clinton policies?
19. Bush: Suggesied providing low- and middle-income parents with $1.000 vouchers ] 3| S |25 |64
to extend choice programs 0 include private and religious schools.
20. Bush: Suggested providing federal funds 1o create 53 nnovative “New American 16 21 21 |2¢ |20
Schools.” one in cach Congressional district
1. BushvQlinton: Set achievement sandards for all snudents 1o mezt by the year 2000. 18 st 16 13 ] &
22, Qlinton: Required all Arkansas teachers to pass a basic competency test 20 |30 |15 |21 [1&
25. Qlinton: Required state 0 issue 2 yearly “repon card™ on the schools. 12 (37 (17 125 |9




National Association of
Elementary School Principals
1613 Duke Stres!

Alexandria. VA 22314-3483
Contoct: June Million
703-684-3345

School Principals Support "Rducate America" Act

Alexandria, VA--April 22, 1993--The National Association of
Elementary School Principals (NAESP), representing 26,000 members
nationwide, is pleased to add its support to Goals 2000: Educate
America Act.

From the perspective of the school principal, this
legislation would give significant opportunity for the school
staff, the principal, and the community to adjust federal
programs to improve education in the way that makes sense in
their community. Based on national standards, education
improvement plans would be developed and put into action by those
who work closest to the students.

*Goals 2000 begins to give our principals flexibility
they’ve never had with federal mandates,* said Dr. Samuel G.
Sava, NAESP’'s executive director. °*They will be able to direct
the resources to the place where they are needed the most. And
the Act allows funding for the professional development that all
educators need to reform and restructure a school program.*

Goals 2000 1is squarely based on the six National Education
Goals that were developed nearly four years ago at the governors’
education summit. However, these goals have yet to be addressed
by federal legislation.

*Principals have begun to wonder whether it will be the year
2000 before Congress joins the governors’ commitment to our
national goals,*® said Sava. ®"We encourage Congress to give full
consideration to this education legislation.®

Established in 1921, the National Association of Elementary
School Principals serves 26,000 elementary and middle school

principals in the United States, Canada, and overseas.


















A

he 104th Congress takes office

on January 4. launching a time of

great chunge on Capitol Hill. AL

this writing. ideas, plans, and rumors are
circulating throughout metropolitan
Washington about the size and makeup of
congressional committees, who will (or
won't) emerge as bipartisan leaders, and
what might h2ppen with various issues.

Th2 tncoming Speaker of the House.
Newt Gingrich (R-GA), has pledged that
within the first 100 days of Congresa.
there will be votes on the ten bills men-
tioned in the Republicans’ Contract With
Amenca.

Plenty of Changes

Some ol the things that have long been
touted by consenvatives—a balanced
budget amendment, vouchers that would
divent public education funds to private
and parochial schools. incrcased reliance
on block grants instead of funds for
individual programs—are likely to be
voted on early in the new Congress. Many

In Brief

Continued Irom page .1

from $3.50 10 S2.95. (The hourly rate
applies after the first five hours of use,
which are included in the $9.95 monthly
charge.) Free software. including ten free
hours of connect ume. is still available for
principals who want to explore NAESP's
National Pnncipals’ Center Online. Call
1-800-827-6364. ext. 9607.

Fat Kids

The Center for Health Stausucs reports
that 21 percent of all youngsters between
ages 12 and 19 are overweight—20
percent or more above their desirable
weight on standard weight tables.

The Center attnbutes the high percent-
age. which is a jump of 6 percent since the
late "70s. to fauy foods. too much TV, and
"a sedentary lifestyle that favors computer
games over active sports.” =

New Year, New Congress

by Sally McConnell

of these would take moncy away irom the
public education systein, leaving many
children without the educational services
they need.

There are also indications that Heud

Start and many other proven prograins are
to be studied tor possible cuts or elimina-
uon. In the House. there are plans to
eliminate some committees and subcom-
mittees, and (o reorganize others. House
Republicans intend to rename the Educa-
tion and Labor Committee the Economic

and Educational Opportunities Comimitice.

Look Out for the Kids
\What do these things mean for
NAESP? They mean that we must be
diligent about proteciing the good things
that are happentng in education. Funding
will be a major battle. Educauon and
other domestic programs usually suffer

when there 1y a defense build-up. un¢ sucrn
a build-up is expected. Education wiil
huve to compete with many other int2rzsis
tor scarce federal dollars. [t's crucial for
pnncipals and other educators to let policy
makers know about all that is being
accomplished in the nation’s schools Lt
them know what 15 working in yvour >2300!
aad how you muke use of ihe regerei
funds you recerve

Children, Not Parties

Because NAESP s a nongpartisan
assoctation, we have consistentiv waiszd
with members of both major poliucal
paruics. As long as we keep the focus on
serving the needs of children, we should
continuc to be well received and have our
views considered. But there are some clear
differences between the Association’s
positions and those of many of the
Republican leaders regarding issues such
as school prayer, vouchers. and zpprozria-
tons. NAESP will work, as always, 1o
assure that our fegislative goals ure me:
and this nauon’s children are provided
with the best possidle education. =

Sally McConnell is NAESP's Direclor
of Status and Advocacy.

- TAKEACTION! -

@Call. fax, or write to President Clinton, urging hiin to make a real investment in
education a priority in his Fiscal 1996 budget request and in his State of the
Union Address. Mention your work as a principal and your membesrship in
NAESP. Here's how to address a letter 1o the President:

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The White House phone number 1s (202) 456-1414,
The fax is (202) 456-2461. (On America Online, type Keyword White House.)

@/Bccomc 1volved in tne NAESP Federal Retauons Network! Wnte, call, or tax
the NAESP Federal Relations Oifice with your name, acdress. phone (work
and home), and fax numbers. We'll make sure you hear about federal actions
and how you can help. Call us at: 1-800-38-NAESP; or rax: 1-800-39-NAESP,
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Schools Take Aim at Toy Weapons

lementary students—even
kindergartners—in many schools
across the nation could be in big

trouble if they bring squint guns, cap guns,

or play swords to school this

A few distncts, however, give princi-
pals little tlexibility in the matter. Last
spring, a 7-year-old Boston girl and two of
her friends were suspended for three days

for playing with a squirt gun on tre bus. [n
Oak Park, IL, a third gracder was sus-
pended for 10 days after threatening
another student with a cap gun. And in a
widely publicized Nashville case. a 9-year-
old wearing a one-inch replica of a gun on
a necklace was suspended for five days.
“Last year, our school

fall. Under growing pressure 1o
put a stop to violence, districts
are adopting “"2¢ro tolerance”
policies thut bun not only the
real McCoy. but toy weapons,
too.

~Schools are adopting these
policies to make sure children
know from the start that we
mean business.” says NAESP's
president-etect Dominic
Palazzolo. principal of Yuke
Elementary in Woodhaven, MI.
Palazzolo. like most other -
school leaders interviewed by
Conununicator, says his district
leaves it up (o the principal to
decide whether (0 simply
contiscate the toy and cull 3
parent. or to take the more
drastic step of expulsion or
suspension,

Look familiar? Elementary and micdle schoo! princi0ais across
the nation have conliscated 1oy weapons lixe these lrom
students for years. Now, in many disiricis, principals can go
beyond a reprimand lo susjend the toy-loting stucent

bourd passed a policy of
expulsion,” says Alma Penad-
Sanchez. pnncipal of
Malabar Elementary in Los
Angzles. 'l sull have the
option ror to expel a
studznt. but [ have to write «
memo (o the superintzndent
supporting that recommen-
dauon.”

Pena-Sanchez suys most
of the students at her Pre-K-
6 school suppont the no-
nonsense policy. Last yeer,
the student counctl spon-
sored a toy weapon “"buy
back" before school onc
moruning. where children
could exchange their guns
for cookies and punch
Similar events have been
held in Boston and

RIS - SRl AL RS

Back—to School Spotllght on Parents

SO SRadich P

Coot

v7m= Two federal depanmcnts mgcu:d pa.n:nts a.nd t.bc unpona.nt role Lhey play in
.,-cducauon this Scpnembcrm baCklo-school mcssagcs- Breies it s ‘ﬁ )
“-Just before Labor Day; the Dcpamnent "of Agriculture asked parents'to hclp
-~ schools serve healthier mcals ‘A few days "later, the Depaniment of Education,
a]ong with NCPIE, the NanOnaI CoaJmon for Parent Involvement in Education

cducauon

~

Be Brlght’ Eal Right!
¢ Department issued a Parent's Guide for
Healthy School Meals to enlist parents’ help in getung the
USDA's new school meals guidelines under way. Over the

summer, Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy aanounced
~sweeping changes in the school lunch program, aimed at
f"n:ducmg fa( and sodxum and | offering more )cgcwblcs.

The Agncul(ur

(of which NAESPis a foundmg member), issued a nauon-
- wide‘call for fa:m)ncs (o rcconnccx

" with their children and

LY (YIS

Conunuedﬂn page 7
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Hackensack, NJ.

A generation ago. adults may have bezn
puzzled by the fuss over 10y weapons. but
today. many are speaking out against
them. Recently, members of Congress.
mayors, and even the Surgzon Generai
have denounced toy weapons as the first
step toward grownup violence. Carol
Silverman Saunders. in her new book Sart
21 School (Free Spirit Publishing). sug-
gests that parents consider torbidding tneir
children to play with oy guns. “While 1t 1
true that children will “create” guns fran:
almust any toy. i 15 N0t necessary (o hand
them look-alikes ot kilting machines.”
writes Saunders “The same yoes ror
c:garettes and aiconol. Letting cinicren
play with toy cigarettes andior preiena (o
get drunk 1s not appropniats it you wat {0
discourage smoxing and dnnking.”

Conuinued on page 2




Coming to a Location Near You!

NAESP, in cooperation
with Phi Delta Kappa. is
offering a variety of
workshops for princi-
pals over the next
several weeks. To
register. or for more information, call Phi
Delta Kappa at 1-800-766-1156.

Beyond Bribes and Threats (2 days)
Presenter: Alfie Kohn, author of Punished
by Rewards. which explains how students’
acadenuc pertormance is hurt by reward
systems. Kohn is a tormer teacher und
author ot several books and articles on
human behavior and education, including
No Contesi: The Case Against Competi-
tion.

Nov 17-18 Southfield, MI

Teaching for Multiple Intelligences
(2 days)
Presenter: David Lazear, one of a handful
of practitioners working on classroom
applications of Howard Gardner's theory
of multiple intelligences. Lazear is
director of New Dimensions of Learning.
and also conducts workshops on coopera-
tive leamminz. expanding creativity, and
applying brain-mind research to daily life.
Nov -2 Austin, TX
Dec 3-6 Philadelphia. PA

Inclusive Classrooms (2 days)
Presenter: Dave Ebeling, veteran educator
and author of Adapting Curriculum and
Instruction in Inclusive Classroormns.
Ebeling is a consultantto the Institute lor
the Study of Developmental Disabilities.

Oct 25-26  Charlotte, NC

Nov 9-10  Carmel, IN

Nov 17 Syracuse, NY (1 day)

Creative Conflict Resolution (2 days)
Presenters: Carol Lieber, teacher and co-
founder of Crossrouds. a St. Louis urban
independent schoal. Lizber is a senior
program associate for Educators for Social
Responsibility (ESR), where she conducts
conflict resolution programs for both
adults and students.

William Kreidler, Sznior Conflict
Resolution Associate at ESR's National
Center. Kreidler is author of Elementary
Perspectives: Teuching Concepts of Peace

and Conflict.
Oct27-28  South Bend, IN
( Carol Lieber)
Nov 3-4 Long Beach, CA

(William Kreidler)

Child Development Project (1 day)
Presenter: Stefan Dasho, senior stalf
developer of the Child Development
Project. which aims to take research about
how elementary-age children learn and

develop—ethicaily. socially. and in:zllec-
tually—and transla:z it into a comprzhen-
sive, practical program for classroom.
school. and home use.

Nov |4 Phoenix. AZ
Nov 15 Houston, TX
Nov 16 St. Louis, MO

Number Power (Gr. 1-6) (I day)
Presenter: Laurel Robertson, Director of
the Cooperative Mathematics Project.
Robertson has 22 years experience as a
classroom teacher. staff developer. and
curriculum developer. Her workshop,
cosponsared by the Child Developmeat
Projzct, shows educators how (0 introduce
math to children through s real-world
context.

Nov | Omzha, NE
Nov 2 Kansas City, MO
Nov 3 Albuquerque, NM

Reading, Thinking, and Caring (K-3)
and Reading for Real (Gr. 4-8) (I day)
Presenter: Maryann Gatheral, elemen-
tary teacher and university professor.
Gatheral is a reading consultant to state
and local organizations and a principal
developer of the Reading for Real and
Reading. Thinking. and Caring—litera-
ture-based programs with an emphasis on
social skills. Cosponsored by the Child
Development Project.

Nov 7 Porland. OR (K-3)

Nov 8 Portland, OR (Gr. 4-8)

Parents

Continued from page 1

fruits, and grains. Schools have until 1998
to comply with the new school meal
regulations. and the USDA hopes the
Parents” Guide will help rally family
support for the process.

The Guide's ready-to-photocopy tips,

appropriate for hanging on the refrigerator.

include recommendations for parents to
Do Lunch with the Kids™ at school and
“Discuss Your Principles™ about nutnition
with the principal. The guide will be
distnbuted through the National PTA's
27,000 chapters. and will be mailed to all
NAESP state affiliates. Individual copies
are available from: Team Nutnton. 3101
Park Center Drive. Room 802. Alexandna.
VA 22302

Strong Families: Strong Schools

Citing 30 years of research that shows
parents’ participation at school improves
learning, Education Secretary Richard
Riley launched a year-long family
involvement initiative on September 7.
He urged parents to read to their children
more, to make sure they attend school
regularly, and to limit TV totwo hours on
school nights.

Ritey also asked teachers and princi-
pals to be more welcoming to families. He
advocated a telephone in evzry U.S
classroom, and urged educators to
eliminate baffling jargon, to reach out to
families at conventent hours, ard 10 use
technologies such as voice mail and
homework hotlines.

The Secretary charged businesses o
tind ways to help employees give more
attention to children—through flzxtime,

on-site child care, and release time to visit
school.

A major focus of the Department’s
family initiative will be identifying and
describing effective programs that connect
families and communities with schools
NAESP will continue to work closely with
NCPIE and the Department of Education
on this effort. &

Free copies uf the Department of
Education’s research report. “Strong
Families, Strong Schools.” can be
obiatred by callirg |-800-USA-
LEARN. For more on tie
Department’s new Farmuly Iniuative.
look for the article by Sccretary Riley
i the November issue of NAESP s
Principal magazune.

Nrrankhor 1001
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s you start the 1994-95 school

year, [ am beginning a new phase

ol life called retirement. It is as
thnlling to me as that first day of school
used to be. And | have to say, too, that
every year at NAESP has had its own
excitement.

This year has been no different for
Congress. A great deal of work has gone
into the reauthorization of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA).
Thanks to your suggestions and support,
much ot what NAESP recommended
appears in the bill. It has been exciting 10
participate in the development ot that bill,
which will have a significant impact on
children. families, and schools.

Short on Funds

[t has nor been very exciting to
consider the prospects for federal funding
of education. When the Budget Enforce-
ment Act was passed in 1990, it projected
that savings would be made up in the “out
years”—read that as “later.” Well, lacer
has happened—right now—and education
is paying dearly for that 1990 deal.

When the Administration proposed its
education reform measures (Goals 2000,
the Improving America’s Schools Act, the
School-To-Wortk Transition Act, and
others ). the media trumpeted the dawning
of elfective. high-quality education in our
nation’s schools. But the media forgot to
trumpet just as loudly in favor of the tunds
needed (o support those reforms.

Be Prepared

Goals 2000 is already law, and the
others are very close to enactinent. You
hianve probably heard that Goals 2000
requires entensive planming by states.
school districts. and tocal schools. Even if
vour school distnct does not receive a
Goals 2000 planning grant, you will sull
be requured 1o plan comprehensively by
Title One, Part A, and other components
ol the ESEA. otherwise known as the
Improsing America’s Schools Act.

In industry, planning 1s a regular phase
ol ¢very project—and pan ot the budget.
In all too many school districts, however,

Best Laid Plans

by Ed Keller

planning is expected to be done atter
school and on weekends. This will have (o
change under the new federal laws.

Principals Up Front

Where will principals be in the plan-
ning process? Hopelully, in leadership
roles. But if the current composition of the
state Goals 2000 planning tzams is any
indication, they will be spectators, not
paricipants.

At the end of May, the Department of
Education convened a meeting of the state
teams o briet them on how 1o secure
Goals 2000 planning grants. Only five
state teams included an elementary school
principal, one of whom was there as state
PTA president.

Prncipals must do better than that!
And you can. The opportunities are
there. Goals 2000 requires a great deal of

involvement in planning—both in peer
reviews of state plans, and in carrying
them out. Principals, through the state
associations, can be represented on state-
level planning teams. And all of you
should be involved in preparing your lacal
district and individual school plans.

The Bucks Stop
All of this planning is focused on
providing all children with the opportunity

to achieve world-class content and
performance standards. Goals 2000
endlessly calls the standards “voluntary
ESEA never uses that word, making
standards arequired component of loca
plans.

To help accomplish all this, the
Administration requested a S1.7 billicr
increase in education funding. an amou
viewed as the minimum for stast-up.
Congress has proposed to approve less
than 45 percent of that request.

Unless Congress reorders its prioritic
(o support greater investment in egucat:.
principals will find the next several year
exciting times‘indeed!

Say Hello to Sally

On another note, I°'m pleased to
introduce to you NAESP's new Director
of Stats and Advocacy, Dr. Sally
McConnell. Sally brings to us a strong
education background, solid experience
from her years as a Senate stafter, and
recent association political service on the
National Education Association staltT.
Sally will lead NAESP’s federal relution.
program very effectively. =

Ed Kellar is NAESP's Deputy Execu-
tive Director.

Ed Keller. wearing a lei from the Hawan oglegation. introduced Sally McConrell a:
NAESP's State Leaoers Conlerence. Kelle: retires ihis menih arter 19 years of service
the Association; McConnell will head uo NAESP's government relations effoas—anad v.
1ake over as contrioutor of Commumicator’'s “Capitol Comments™ column next mentn

[P



uch to the relief of a number

of senators who wanted to get

home for the Easter recess, the
*Goals 2000: Educate America Act”
finally was passed. Much to the relief of
the Department of Education and the
National Education Goals Panel, President
Clinton signed the bill into law before
April |, the deadline after which no 1994
funding would have been available.

\What Goals?

According (o a recent survey, 65
percent ot the public has no knowledge
that there is a set ol national goals, let
alone what they are. Now that the national
goals—all eight of them—have been
coditied into tederal law, you can be sure
that a lot more people will become

R . IS, T e %I

Going for the Goals

by Ed Keller

familiar with them soon.

Yes, there are eight goals. Congress
took the six the governors handed them
and added two more: teacher education/
professional development and parent
participation. The eight goals (see bo.)
make up the first section of Goals 2000.

[U’s All Optional

The next section of Goals 2000 creates
the National Education Goals Panel and
the National Education Standards and
Improvement Council. It specifies the
roles of these groups in establishing
voluntary content, performance, and
opporntunity-to-leam standards—as well as
assessments.

Voluntary is the critical word here.
Over and over. the word “voluntary™

L adE UL T 1 . heat e

The Nat/ona/ Educat/on Goals

By the Year 2000

- e e

1. All chlldren in Amenca quI start school ready to learn. e
2. The high school graduation rate will increase to at least 90 percent.

3. All students will leave grades 4, 8, and 12 having demonstrated .
;- -+ competency over challenging subject matter including English,

o mathematics, science, forelgnlanguages civics and govemment
" @conomics, arts history, and geography.. .so(that students] may
- be prepared for’ responsnble cmzensh:p, further leammg, gnd

productive employment in our.nation's modern economy. .

4. The nation's teaching force will have access to programs for.the_ E
continued improvement of their professional skills and the opportu-
~ nity to acquire the knowledge and skills needed 1o, instruct and

. prepare all American students for the-next century. -;-'a‘.,_-

-*5, U.S. students will be firsti in the world in mathematics and saence

achuevement

TenAe e
i

6. Every. .adult American will be literate and will possess the knowledge
and skills necessary to compete in a giobal economy and exercise

.. - therights and responsibilities of citizenship. =

- -

--7.Every school in America will be free of drugs, violence, and the unau-
_ thorized presence of firearms and alcohol, and will offer,a disci-.
#: ... ¥ plined environment conducive to learning. BN 2

8. Every school will promote paninerships that will increase parental
invoivement and participation in promoting the social, emouonal

foat -,..",."'_u

and academic growth of children. 30w . %

-

appears in the law, an assurance that ther
is no intent to create national mandatory

standards (in essence. a national curricu-
lum).

Another key word that entered the
debate was "strategies.” Several leading
senators were concerned about the
opportunity-to-learn standards, which wil
spell out the fiscal, human, and materia!
resources necessary to provide a world-
class education. These senators were N0
concerned that they insisied on adding the
phrase “or strategies” to “or standards.” 0
give states the option of developing one or
the other. Why fret over semantics?

Atone of the meetings where opportu-
nity-to-leam standards were discussed.
one governor stated that he did not want to
be held accountable for any standard that
dealt with qualified science tcachers
because he knew he had unqualificd
teachers teaching science in his state. Yet
he was willing 10 hold students account-
able for meeting the science content and
performance standards. The weaker word
“strategies” gives him a wity out.

Goals Rush

Govemnors and chief state school
oftticers are moving rapidly to translate the
new law into action. A major pan of their
effons are based not only developing
content standards, but also on the third
section of Goals 2000, which deals with
planning.

States wishing to plan for the imple-
mentation of standards and asscssments
must submit a proposal to the Sccretary of
Education that incorporates all the
requirements specitied i the law. Local
school districts must lollow similar
requirements (o receive funds from the
siates. Because these are competitive
grants, many districts will not receive any
Goals 2000 money.

ESEA on the Horizon
Not only is planning to incorporate

continued on page 7

EdKeller is NAESP's Deputy Execulive
Director.



“Give Children Back Their Childhood"

NAESP a Partner in Anti-Violence Ads

y now, you've probably see¢n one
or both of the new public service
spots on crime and children that

feature President Clinton. The public
service ads are sponsored by the U.S.
Department of Justice. and were produced
as a volunteer efton by Suatchi & Saatchi
Advertising on behalt of the National
Crime Prevention Coalition. NAESP is an
active member ot the Coulition, creator ol
thz cnme doyg McGrufl.

One ud tells how 14-year-old Alicia
Brown used to look forward to getting
together with her triends on Friday nights.
She describes once night when one of her
triends was Killed ot a dance. “Why did
this have to happen?” she says.

President Clinton then appears with
Alicia and says, in part. “As a parent, |
want this violence to stop. And, as your
President. I'm commitied to ending it....
We must give Alicia. and all our children,
back their childhood.™

The second spot opens to children on a
playground surrounded by fences that look
like prison bars. Gunshots are heard, then

President Chnton appears with Alicia
Brown, an eighth gracer at Eliot Junior
High School in Washington, DC. in the
new public service announcements.

President Clinton says, “Too many
children in this nation are being h=Id
prisoner. Their captors are fear and
violence. Their playgrounds are no place
to play in."”

In both ads, Presidznt Clinton urges
viewers to call a toll-free number (1-800-
WE-PREVENT); callers receive a free
booklet with ideas on how they can help
stop violent crime in their communities. =

Capitol Comments
Continued Irom page 4

standards and assessments required for
Goals 2000 funds. but it would also be
required for the proposed Elementary and
Secondary Education Act’s Title |
(Chapter 1) grants as well. Under the new
ESEA legislation, Title I programs must
be based on high-quality, voluntary
content and performance standards.

But the funding for such planning, and
for the transition to this new reform mode,
is severely lacking. NAESP. along with
several other education groups, is working
hard to assure that a new Chapter 2 (Title
2E) is included in the ESEA reauthoriza-
tion and that it is funded at last year's
level (S370 million). Title 2 will help
school districts make the transition to their
new standards and assessment program.

The House has already passed its
version of ESEA (H.R. 6). and it contains
the new Title 2 provisions; the Senate has
not yet decided what to do. NAESP
members are encouraged to contact their
senators and ask them to support the
inclusion of the Title 2. Part E provisions

in the Senate version of ESEA reauthori-
zation.

Parents as Goalkeepers

Meanwhile, the Department of Educa-
tion has proposed a “"Connecting Families
and Schools™ program to help implement
Goals 2000. A major teleconference will
be held this month (June), with a nauon-
wide kickoff “Back-to-School™ event in
September. For details, call 1-800-USA-
LEARN.

Also on the parent involvement front,
an international conlerence will be held in
Oakland, CA. October 26-29, 1994. As
1994 is the Intemational Year of the
Family, the Center for the Study of Pareat
Involvement has united numerous parent,
child, and family advocacy groups—
including NAESP—in cosponsoring this
important conference. For information,
call 1-800-493-2775.

INot to be outdone by the Education
Depantment, the National Education Goals
Panel is preparing community action Kits.
These kits will help the public learn to
organize and effectively implement a plan

= 5 . AL
$2 Could Save a Million"

NAESP bas joined a grass:oc:s:
effort to persuade Congress to
pass a S2-per-pack increase ir {h2
federal cigarette excise tax.- -

The Association is one of more
than 100 groups partcipating iz =~
the “Campaign to Save a Mill:on
Lives,” which was founded by the
Amencan Cancer Society, the
American Heart Association, 2nd
the Amencan Lung Association.

The effort is co-chaired by-former, .
President Jimmy Carter and '
former Surgcon Gcncral Co
Everett Koop. .- SRS o
- The’ campangn takcs its na:rc
. from the number, of addwOnal -
. lives: that wou]d be saved ¢ over
. “timeifra $2'tax: increase were -
-.‘-.-'_,adop(cd instead-of lhc 75-ccnl :
.;,-mcrcasc proposcd by President -
v Clinton>The i mcn-.ase ‘would a]s_o
‘raise approx.\mately 523 bdhon
‘ per year in new revenue, ‘which =5
.could be .used (0 fund hca]l.b can: s
. .reform R A ! ; -
5 PrtVCnung Tobacco ;
-Among:YOuug Pcoplc ‘a n:pon 2
sissucd-in Fcbruary by.th::.S’t.trgt:crz‘:_gr
; -'-Gcncra] “found tba( 82pc.rccm of. %
- daily:smokers began: smohng‘..\, =1
- before Lhc age-of18; close: to °0”' i
: percent:started ig clerucmary-..-« S -;"
" “school. The same report’ con“‘*?“‘ )
‘cluded that 1ax increases are *1.: 0 -
successful in rcducmg adolcsccn(,.
. use of tobacco. :
Principals-are encouragcd o .
~ write or call members of Coug'css ;
e u:gmg ‘them to support the $2:7 .3
- increasé: Or, ‘you may call'the 52 e
. "Tobacco Tax Action Hotline &1-%
-800-554-6333 to request that a -i=vi -~
Western Union Mailgram be seat- .
t0 your representatives and- " .-
senators (cost for this service'is’
$7.70). .

‘e

to achieve the natuonal education goals. A
soon as the kits are available, NAES? will
lct you know huw (o secure one.

What are you doing about Goals 2000’
What is your district or community 2oinz !
NAESP would like to know. Pleuse writc
and share your Goals 2000 program with
us. =




PRESIDENT’S

Education made front-page
news this spring when President
Clinton signed into law the “Goals
2000: Educate America Act.” This
landmark legislation formally
adopts the National Education
Goals—and sets up a system ot
voluntary national standards n thz
major subject areas.

Most ot us are fanuliar with the
standards tor math. developed five
years ago by the National Council
of Teachers of Mathematics. Whether or not your school has
adopted the standards (the Depanment of Education estimates
10 percent of districts have). their renewed focus on problem-
solving. manipulatives, and technology has changed the way .
this subject is taught across the nation, +

iNow, “Goals 2000 proposes that we adopt standards in
other areas as well, namely in English, science, history, civics,
geography. foreign language, and the ans. s

Educators should take note: Congress and the Administra-
tion have placed the ans on an equal footing with reading,
wniting. and arithmetic. The arts standards (82 in all) have
been drawn up by a consortium of ants education groups: they
spell out what every student—regardless of talent or fam:ly
income—should know and be able to do in dance, music,
theater, and visual ants,

The new standards are rigorous and thorough. Some
examples: By the end of fourth grade, students should be able
1o perform folk dunces from a varicty of cultures, sing partner
songs and rounds. a¢nd identity specific works of visual ant as
belonging to panticular pernods and cultures. In grades 5-8.
students should be able to play a musical instrument, alone and
in a large ensemble. and describe the role of dance in at least
two different cultures or time periods. By the time they
graduate. students should be able to sing music in four pans
without accompaniment. wnite theater scripts, and create and

Sandra Ann Lawrence

answer questions ahout dancers pnor to the 20th century

Why. in an already overcrowded curriculum, should there
be so much zmphasis on the arts? Research has shown that
strong arls programs can improve overall academic perfor-
mance and may ¢even enhance the development of abstract
thinking skills. Perhaps most tmponantly, the arts are essential
to the healthy development of children’s minds and spirits. [a
ways that other disciplines cannet, the arts help childsen
develop hard-tu-teach skills like intuition and imaginateon.
They also foster szlt-discipline, self-esteem, and. of cousse,
creativity

| encourage ¢elementary and middle school principals to
support the adopuon ol the arts standards within their school
districts. In these days ol budget shonttalls, this may not be
easy. You may want to consider forming an articulate group
of parents. local arusts, and business people to help assess
program needs and gamer community support.

Whether or not you adopt all 82 of the ans standards. [
hope you will take a closer look at your current program. Are
school expectations for students distributed to parents? Do
exhibits of student ant works at schools and in the community
include the objectives of the project? Do program notes for
concents include instuction and performance goals? Are
dance and drama a pan of your curriculum?

“Goals 2000 hac spelled out the challenge. [t's up to us to
make sure the arts ar¢ viewed not as a frill, but as onz aca-
demic staple of a world-class curriculum.

Sandra Ann Lawrence

INAESP President

Principal. Robert Lucas Elementary School
lowa Cuty. A

© Editor’s Note: Copies of the arts standards may be

obtained from the Music Educator’s National Conference.

1806 Robert Fulion Drive, Reston. VA 2209/ jor S135, plus
shipping and handiing. Call (703)860-4000 for de:ails.

Oklahoma, Kentucky Hold Workshops for Principals-To-Be

Ninety-three teachers, counselors,

their paces: they sorted through a busy

ment and its implications for the princi-
palship.
"It was most helptul to see educanon,

curriculum specialists, assistant principals,
and others got an insider’s view of what
it's like to be a principal at workshops
sponsored by NAESP affiliates in Okla-
homa and Kentucky.

The state groups sponsored Aspiring
Principal workshops this past February,
led by area principals using matenals from
NAESP. Participants were put through

principal’s in-basket; prioritized a
principal’s daily log: mapped personal
career plans: set specific personal goals:
and questioned ua panel of veteran princi-
pals.

In Kentucky. attendees received six
hours of inservice training credit. [n
Oklahoma, the day also included un in-
depth discussion of site-based manage-

1ts ups and downs. from the principal’s
point of view,” said one participant.

For informction vn conducung a
workshop in your state or district, conect
Aspiring Principals. NAESP Special
Prajects. 1613 Duke Street, Alexundria.
VA 223/4-3483. or call Kay Pliti ¢t (703)
684-3345. =




1994 Federal Relations Conference Report

Principals to Congress: Cut Red Tape, Make Education a Top Priority

lose to 100 elementary, middle,

and high school principals from

across the U.S. traveled to the
nation’s capital last month to discuss
education issues ard tunding with
members of Congress. their staffs, and key
administration olticials, including
Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders.

The principals, in Washington for the
annual Federal Retations Conlerence
jointly sponsored by NAESP and the
National Association ol Secondary School

Principals (NASSP), urged continuation of

the 435 progrums that fall under the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act
(ESEA). the 1965 rederal act that is up lor
reauthorization this year. Specifically,
principals asked legislators to:

* make rules and reyulatons more
flexible. so that principals can use tederal
money 10 the best advantage for cligible
students:

s cut red tape and paperwork by
encouraging the coordinaton ol educi-
ton. health, and socnal services for
chitdren, and

< redirect Tunds to better serve the
children that need help the most. such as
Enghish programs toe non-Enghish

speakhers and et tor the children ot
et WHTRCIY

Principals also expressed concern about
a proposed amendment 1o the U S.
Constitution r:quir-c a balanced federal
budget. “Not only would the ratitication
procedure take seven years. but we're
certain that the amendment would have
negative repercussions tor education, low-
income families, and minorities,” NAESP
Deputy Executive Director Ed Keller told
Communicator. Ke'ler said the amend-
ment process is a delaying tactic, and that
Congress has full power to balance the
budget now (see “Capitol Comments,”
January 1993 Communicator).

Vermont Senator James M. Jeftords
was honored dunng the conference for his
“one percent solution” to ¢ducation
funding. The veteran Republican, who
also delivered u keynote address. proposed
an increase tor education lunding of |
percent of the total federal budget each
year untl it reaches a total of 10 percent.
Jeftords™ solution would enable schools tu

fully fund the programs Congress has
asked them to implement, such as educat-
ing children who are disabled, non-
English speaking. and economically or
socially disadvantaged. (The federal
budget now devotes only 2 percent ta
education, upproximately S30 billion.)
Other conference speakers included:
« Thomas W. Payzant, Assistant
Secrctary for Elementary and Secondary
Education, who reviewed the Clinton
administration’s education initiatives.

* Editor and Rell Call coluinnist
Charles E. Cook, who shared predictions

-uBelsy Berdin®

'Ia(‘."’_-"

Jriaan
" 'I

about the 1995 political landscape.

« Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders (se¢
box below).

* Representative Lynn Woolsey,
freshman Congresswoman from California
and former welfare mother, wha bricfed
principals on how coordination of health.
education, and social services in schools
could help children and their families.

+ Maine Governor John McKernan,
chairman of the National Education Gouls
Panel, who updated prircipals on the
vovernors' recommendations for achiev-
ing the goals by the year 2000. =

-NAESP Pres:denr Sandra
- Ann Lawrence and Execulive
- Direclor Sam Sava greeted -
Surgeon General Joycelyn
4: Elders.prior 10°her add(€ss (0 - -
‘;-'me NAZSP/NASSP- Federal e
= Relahons Con(arenca

3 .Schools Must Help “5 H” Students," T
U.S. Surgeon GeucralJoycclyn Elders 0ld’ pnncx‘pals aucndmg 15&]994—;. ;
NA.ESP/NASSP Federal Relatoons Conterence-that 103’ many of theéir smd:nts are :
members of the 5-H club: Hungry. Homeless; Hcal(bless Hudcss andHopcIcss
Elders’ prcscnpuon" Health and sociai scrvxccs offered:; at schoo

"Pcoplc ask me, W‘hy do you want (o pllc morc on schools"'"_Eldcrs ald "I :

i d

¥ : Wc ve been usnng a Band-Aid approach bu( now fwe' rcata pom( whcrc We
~,., nccd ma)or surgery,” smd Elders. “We nccd o usc .schools as: the.opcraung‘ =

<vAwie.

Eldcrs said Lhat the adrmmsuauon s bealth ca;c proposal; mcludcs provnslons

=410 assist schools—especially those with high numbers of at-risk smdcms—m
offering services at school. Under the plan, schools could quahryas health -
providers, billing health alliances and Medicaid for services: The Clinion plan

. also gives schools resources for health education at every grade level, she seid.

- “You have (0 start early 10 make a difference,

" Elders emphasized, pointing

out that only 5 percent ofschools now offer such comprehensive K-12 health

. education.
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Health Care Reform

Good Medicine for Kids and Schools?

One of your teachers tells you that
David is not paying aunention in class.
He's always speaking out of turn. and
daesn’tdo well in group work. Yaur
school nurse believes he kas a hearinyg
problem, but witheut insurance, his
parents can't see a specialist.

And then there's Jenny, absenr again.
She's always puale and doesn’t seem to
have any energy. You think she may haie
a serious medical problem, but you're
sure her mom «nd dad can't afford a
doctor.

David and Jcnny are not atypical: 8.4
million children in the U.S. are uninsured,
cven though 80 percent of them live in
families where at least one parent works.
All oo olten, poor health attects their
ability to learn,

Child advocates say any health care
reform plan that assures coverage for all
children is good news. But just how will it
impact schools?

President Clinton’s health care reforin
proposal guarantees comprehensive

coverage for children, beginning at birth.
with an emphasis on prevention. Along
with emergency and hospttal secvices. it
tncludes trec medical exams (16 exams
between binth and age 19, according o ¢
schedule set by the govermment). and
provides all “medically necessary™
vaccines for children by age 2. Basic
dental. vision. hearing, and mental hzalth
care for children are included: the plan
¢xpands coverage for these services in the
year 2000.

Under the proposal, tunds for preven-
tion could be channeled through schools
The federal government would award
grants for health cducation programs, on
subjects such as nutrition, substance
abuse, and AIDS.

In adduition. school clinics could receive
compensation {ar services they provide.
rot only through Medicaid but through
private insurance reimbursements. (See
related article on EPSDT, page 7.) This

continued on page 7

Savigen 1L

Zt MOy s Chigogn BN

Unlontunately, criidren are on the ront in23 2¢ :n2 naion’s neain care cns:s: 8 «
children in America are uninsured. and close 19 0 percent of 2-year-olcs are noi fu'ly
immunized.
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Health Care Reform
Cenunued from paga 1

may izad o expansion of school-based #
chimcss which now aumbes around 500

naonwidz and are located manly in high

sceols.
Ancther poteatal positin e
of Chiidren’s Hosotals and Relaed
[nsi
47T IR2 MOST SCIILIVG (D Pride INCreases,
501 2J3Iton (0 rusing income. the 1ax
could decrease culdhood addiction
Child advocates and some adnunistra-

ton oiticials Gincluding U.S. Sccretary off
Educzion Richard Riley ) however. worry

that ihz Clinzon plan has seriouy gaps in
coverage for children with disabitities.

Undzr the propusal. children now
servzd by Medicwrd but not by Aid to
Fanuizes with Dependent Children could
lose such benelits as trunsportition 19 and
from doctors and spevial educanon/

rehadilitation services. Chifdren with birth
detects could also lase coverage for some

services and equipment

In addiuon. school districts could find
themselves sirapped when it comes o
paving bealth beactits under the Clinton
plan Some cducation groups. including
the Nanonal Scaool Boards Assoctation
(INS3A) teeiin
30 pzrozat of ensployees” iealth benatits
amounts 19 an uaiundzd mandae.

the craarvtie
iy Accordiny (o the Natioeal Associaton

101y, siudies sumeesi diild smokers

41 reqanning districts 1o pay

In Texas. NSBA recons, a full third of
school districts currently provids no health
insurance tor ¢mployezs. Anothzt third
provide very himuted pluns—and 1t seems
unlikely that voters would agraz 1o raise
propeny taxes (0 makz up stalf benetity

Nauonwide. muny districts doa'tofer
the basic beaciits the Chiaton plan
requires. such as weli-baby care. presen.
tve health sereeniaygs, prenatal cure,
immuenizinons., and mantl health ser-
vices. [n addition, bus drivers, substituies.

caleteria workers. and othz2r puct-tinz2rs
who work more then 10 hours per weeh
would have to be covered.

Id=ally. the hzalth care reform pack.
finally passed by Congress will cons:der
the potential burden (e plan could luce
on s<nool budgeis—and thz services that
must remain availadle to disabled cnn-
dren. NAESP will work (0 assure iaw
children and schools are 2t the foretaaii o
the dehats in the wezks and months (0
come. =

Federal Funds Available for School Health

1d you kzow that your schoui

may be cligidle to recane

comoensaton from the fedara!
government far health care services
provided by your school nurse or nurse
practitioner?

Through a prociem called "EPSOT —
Early and Periochic Scezeming. Diagnastie
and Treatmeni—schouls can be reim-
bursed tor preventiv 2 and treatnieat
services tor Mediwwd-chgible children
Such services include

+ screeming for vision. heanng,
scoliosis, diadetes. and other healta
poblems.,

« glasses und heanng uds,

< immunizatons,

« comprehensive paysicals and Cenial
[AWTIEN

» wellness promonon (2.g. meata

healitit counscliny. putntion cducaucn).
arnd many othzrs, depzading on ata
EPSDT programs

“School administrators are otten izcud
with choices they shouldn't be.” Beverly
Farquhar, pres:dent af the Nauonal
Assoziation ot School Nutsen. told
Cenrurconcatar. A izachzr, a (2 x(DOON. 4
progonn, or 4 stucent’s health. Many
schools don't reahize they can szek itnds,
busides education tunds. {07 health
services, which are so imporant to
studeats’ success.

Far miosmainon on EPSDT, contidi
yuur state’s Medicwmd agency. Fora e
copy of EPSOT: A Guide jor Eductinmns!
Progzrams. writz HCFA. Mzadicaid Burzou.
Room | J 2 East Lo Rise. 6323 Securs:
Bivd.. Baltumore. ND 21207: or call
(+10,956-353Y
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he Department of Education has
recently unveiled its proposal tor
the reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
According to Department spokespersons,
the bill focuses on live areas:
l. high standards for all children,
2. improved teaching and learning.
3. resources targeted (0 greatest needs,
4. Qexability to stmulate local initia-
tives, and
3. strengthened linkages among
schools, parents, and communities.

A Rose by Any Other Name

Remember when “Chapter 1™ was
“Tide 177 We're back to the old name—
and a few new features. The proposed
Title | takes signiticant steps (o place
deciston making at the school level by
authonizing schoots. in consultation with
school distaicts. to deternine focal school
progrimis Atier s ph:uc-t.n periad. schools
may use Titie | tunds for progeanas tor afl
siedenis n ) percent of the students hive
I poveriy —uwn from the current
requirement of 73 percent tor achuoolwide
prorects 1 the proposed ESEA bitl s
puassed. schoois will have imore authority
and more Dbty than eser betore.

Those scoools tfat do not have poverty
levels that quality them for schoolwide
projects or that chouse not to panicipate in
schoolwide projects will be classed as
“targeted assistance” schools. Both types
of local schools will be required to
develop a plan that assures continuous
improvement toward achieving high
standards.

The department’s proposal also
requires that all schools at the 75 percent
or above poventy level be served. (Cur-
rently. even though around 8.000 schools
are eligible to collect Chapter | funds.
only about 1.300 participate.) Most of the
schools now participating 1n this progriim
are elementary schools. so this opens the
door to secondary schools that may have
been eligible but not previously selected
by their districts to participate.

Unfortunately. there may be hittle extra
monev lur this expansion. White House

ESEA: Off to a Good Start

by Ed Keller

staff had earlier indicated that there would
be a “hard freeze” on domestic spending
for FY95. It so. existing programs will
have (o be cut or eliminated to fund any
increases. And rhat is a real political
challenge!

Hard Cash in Short Supply

With no additional funds, school
districts will be torced to make very hurd
choices in allocating scarce dollars among
identified critical needs for Title 1 ser-
vices.

The proposed Title | also allows the
expenditure ol funds for the coordination

Title 1 takes scgngﬁcant

steps to place decision

amaking at the school
level by authorizing

. schools, in
-consultation with
:dtstncts,sto determine - :
-local school programs. "

of integrated services. (It does not include
money for providing the services. how-
ever. so health pays for health services.
social services pays its share, etc.) One
notable exception to this is a requirement
that high-poverty schools conduct health
screening for all children twice a year. IV
health agencies cannot pay for this
service, the bill calls for the use of Tite |
funds.

A much-needed expansion of transition
services for children who will be entering
Title | programs tfrom Head Stant is al<o
included. What is not clear 1s whether the
Head Stan federal budget will include
support for these services or the entire cost
must be borne by education agencies. The
same is true rexucding the health sereeming
services previously mentioned.

Core Subjects a Focus

The nation’s outrageous national debt
and its perennial deficit have ptaczd all
federal discretionary programs in jeop-
ardy. Shifts in priorities require realloca-
tion of severely constricted resources.

Finding resources to fund priorities 1s u
continuing problem throughout the ESEA
legislation. Title 2 (formerly Chapier 2) s
no exception. [n order to initially fund ihe
Administration’s strong commitment (0
professional development, the proposal
combines current Chapter 2 dollars with a
revised Eisenhower grant program,
Professional development based on the
core curmculum subjects ol National
Education Goal Three—expanded to
include foreign languages and the arts—
will be the focus of this Title: the broader
spending opportunitics of the currant
Chapter 2 are clicunated.

fn 2ddition. thzrz is a ma(chin"
requirsment proposed unczr Title 2:
distrects must find 30 percent of thair
fund:ng from another source. The other
half. however. cen come from othzr
federal xources, 1nzluding Title 1.

Principals' Advice Taken

NAESP hed suggested a nuraber of
changes in Tule |, basad on lecddack
from our members. Many ol these
suggestions are incorporated in the
Depantment’s proposal. including:

« funds directed to the most needy,

« increased flexibility tor local schools.

* program decisions made at the school
level,

+ coordinated. integrated services.

« expanded opportunity tor schoolwidz
projects.

« increased support [or prolessional
development, and

«initatives in learning technologies.

Elementary and middle school princi-
pals have not tared badly 1n this propuseu
legislation. The usual poliucal refining
will take place aver the next several
months. but it’s a very good start. =

Ed Keller 1s NAESP's Deputy Execu-
tive Direclor.




























Countering Gang Violence
in American Schools

Organized gangs, once an inner-city phenomenon, are attracting
children in suburban, small town, and rural schools.

ROBERT P. CANTRELL AND MARY LYNN CANTRELL

he age al childhood Although television netwarks and niost
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and police tend to ignore them. Scveral
years ago, a Niashwville clementary school
principal had 10 contiscate i beeper from a
tny lirst grader who was being used as @
“runncr” lor a drug tratticker.

What Can Schools Do?

The rule of thumh in combating vio-
lence in school is 1o remove the nutrienis
wherever possible, but 1o have st mem-
hers who are ready to deal wath it sev-

cral ways when it oceurs

L e knowledecable: Schoal personne!
should become Tanihiar wath the idiosy n-
cratic symbols, terms, or phrises ollen
cmployed as denufiers by pangs and
olten minicked by youngsters who ire
not gang members (vee boaes).

2 Jom forces wah community leaders,
pohice. and parents. Talk with local police
otficers. especially those who most fre-
quently deal with youth violence. Find oul
others in your communily who know
about local gangs and can share critical in-
formation—the names of gangs. their ter-
ritories. their identifiers. the numbers and
characteristics of their members. and their
modes of operation.

Too often parents and school staff arc
separated by walls of staff *“professional-
ism" and the parents’ own negative school
expenience. But by making sincere at-
tempts to break down these walls. schools
can provide information and support for
parents—and parcnts can provide infor-
mation and support for school personnel.

3. Implement special curricula in all
grades. Schools should adapt or develop
an anti-gang curriculum like that used by
the Paramount. California. schools (West
and Ostos 1982). The curriculum focuscs
on showing what a gang lifestyle is rcally
like, providing alicrnativey to gang mem-
bership, developing scif-esteem, teaching
skills for dealing with peer pressurc, giv-
ing drug abuse information. describing
the consequences of criminal behavior,
and exploring cirecr opportunities. In
four studies with dillerent groups. 90 1o
YR percent ol the students using this cur-
riculum expressed unwillingness 10 asso-
ciate with a pang on the post-test. as
compared ta 50 percent on the pretest.
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By teaching prob-
lem-solving and social
skills, including non-
violent conllict resolu-
tion methods and the
avoidance of AIDS
and sexually transmit-
tcd diseases. schools
may be able to elimi-
nate one of the princi-
pal attractions of gang
membership. A strong
program of incentives
and suppont for acade-
mic performance will
maximize the effects
of these curriculum
activilies.

4. Treat cach student
with respect. Provide tcachers and schoal
staff with inservice triuning about pangs.
their appeal to children, and the implica-
tions of gang activity. The training should
include instruction on how to interict in-
dividually with gang members. when it is
important 10 keep cool and not become
cmotional. Humor often can work to
defuse a tense sitwation. although “put-
down” humor may be counterprocuctive
(Cantrell 1992).

Threats and intnudation do not wark
with gang members. Remember that a pri-
mary reason for Joiming a gang 1s (0 N

“Threats and intimidation do
not work with gang
members.... If threatened
with disciplinary action,
members may well ‘up the
ante’ with an even greater

threat...”

respect and to tecl
powerful. [l thrcat-
ened with disciplinary
action, members nuy
well “up the ante™
with an even greater
threat of their own.
Empty thrcats are
worse than useless.

Communication
should indicate rc-
spect. rather than fear
or hostility. In any
discussions of studcent
problems. dcmon-
strate that you are sin-
cere without trying to
be a therapist. Stu-
dents have very good
“phoniness  detectors™ and are likely 1o
stop talking 10 adults they feel are smiply
playing a role. Don’t push il gang mem-
bers are reluctant to talk about their con-
cerns. but point out the price they pay lor
gang membership in terms ol personal
independence.

Finally. don’t ask studenls 10 pursuc
poals they cannot rcalisncally reach.
rather. help them (0 see and make Lace-
saving choices with their peers. Asking a
student 10 lcave (or not 10 join) a gang
may possibly place the student in danger
Instead. try 1o provide the student with



practical altematives. both social and aca-
demic. that might help minimize negative
peer involvement and provide other av-
enues of suppont,

S. Muake your school a safe haven. As
violence intrudes on students’ everyday
lives, guns have become an accepted part
of their world. In 1992, Cleveland’s Gun
Safety Institute commissioned a study that

and 13 for girls, and even younger stu-
dents are trying drugs (Greenbaum er alf
1989). Gang incomc depends largely on
drug salcs. and much of the gang-rclated
violence that affects schools results from
struggles between rival gangs Tor drug-
selling “turl™ (Vrecan 1YRR).

Muke your school a sale haven from
gang activity by:

« Establishing dress and discipline
codes. Dress codes should ban gang iden-
tifiers, some of which become fad itemn
for non-gang members;

« Prohibsting and reporting to pohice all
gang recruiting activities;

« Impounding heepers and headphones.

o Developing clear policies an assault
and weapons possession. and making sure

sampled 461 fifth, seventh, and ninth
graders. Among the findings: 22 percent
of the boys posscssed their own guns. and
their reasons puralleled many of the at-
tractions of gang membership: excite-
ment. power, safety. and the use of
aggression (o solve problems and respond
to insults (Shapiro 1993).

A school may also be ripe for gang in-
trusion il it has become. or has the poten-
tial to be. a marketplace for drugs (Vrcan
198R). The average age for first cxperi-
mcntation with drugs is about 11 for boys

Teachers and Gangs

What are the chances of a teacher being assaulted by gang members? Huff (1989)
studied Ohio gungs for two years and concluded that teachers who first demonstrate
that they care about a youth, and then are firm, fair, and appropriately assertive, arc
rarely, if ever, assaulted by gang members. But teachers who back down under in-
timidation are morc likely to be victims of assault. Huff found no instances of tcuch-
ers who insisted on acadecmic performance (within caring relationships) being
assaulted; while such teachers were respected by gang members, those perceived as
weak were often cxploited.

You can'tlet children back into school unless the
lice eggs, as well as the lice are completely gone.

Yourecommend a pesticide to treat the lice infestation
but pesticides don't remove the lice eggs (nits). Nit-
picking can take hours. You need to recommend
Clear™ Lice-Egg Remover to loosen the cement:

like glue that bonds eggs to hair. Combing

“I’m ﬁO e can’t
. allow her back into T et e strant o
ut li .
ool.:The lice are gone, =
llt tthell‘ eggs aren ” Clear also helps remove
KNSR unwanted toxic chemicals

lice-killing products leave @i (.

behind so hair feels softand 7. =:..-
clean. For more information

| il 148007831919, 17 -

clear Lice-Egg Remover

Always recommend Clear...It completes the job
*3_:" {3 %;'-‘- 2 llce-killing products only start.

[
iyt
L}
M R X \\\\\\

CLEAR 13 3 vicemark of Care Fecnnoiogies, Inc. Patent Pending
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that all your students are aware of them;

* Reponiing assault and weapons of-
fenses to district authorities and police;

¢ Secking and removing gang graffiti;
and

* Being clear, firm, fair, and consistent
in enforcement. O
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Symbols-Distinctive symbols, such as
stars with 6 or S points, crowns with
pointed or roundcd tops, or rabbit heads
with straight or bent ears, are used in
graffiti, on clothing, and in jewelry.

Signals—Arms are folded in a cenain
way, or fingers are used to form distinc-
tive hand signals.

GrafTiti-Symbols and slogans are dis-
played on buildings, streets, or property
to mark a gang's termitory; an opposing
gang may display another gang's symbol
upside down as a sign of disrespect.

Slogans—Phrases and terms with spe-
cific meanings for gang members.

RightLeft Rule-Positioning of an
identifying item on the left or night side.
such as a bandanna hanging from a
pocket, fastened to a belt loop, or tied
around a leg,

Colors-Colors and color combina-
tions are chosen by gangs and often used
in clothing, shoes, hair decorations,
beads, and earmings.

Clothing—Clothing commonly wom
by gang members include:

« Jogging suits in gang colors;
* Sweatshirts wom with hood showing
gang colors;

A Sampler of Gang Identifiers

« Hats tilted in a cenain way, in gang
colors or with gang insignia;

e “New Wave Suar,” layers of head-
covering matenial wom under the hat and
hanging down the back, with gang colors
and/or symbols;

* Single glove, wom on either the left
or nght hand;

» Gym shoes in distinctive color com-
binations of shoe and laces, such as two
sets of colored laces in one or both shoes.
or with the tongue tumned up in one and |
down in the other; |

* Pockets with insides dyed in gang |
colors;

* Pants legs rolled up on right or left.

the left or night ear; rings wom on certain
fingers; necklaces, bracelets, or key rings
in gang colors or with gang symbols.

Buttons-Imprinted with the gang's
symbol or slogan.

Hairstyles-These may include de-
signs cut into the hair, colored beads or
barrettes. colored streaks on different
sides of the head, pony-tail bands of dif-
ferent colors. or combs worn in the hair.

Fingernails-Two nails painted witn
gang colors on left or nght hand. |

Jewelry-Includes earrings wom on ’

(Reprinted with permission from Journal of Emotional and Behavioral Problems, Spring 1992)
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The bell rings for recess and 500 chil-
dren pouroutinto an overcrowded school
yard to play in assigned areas. Among
them are students wearing blue and gold
sashes across their chests—he Weemes
Peacemakers. They position themselves
in pairs at strategic locations to monitor
the achivinies of younger children.

As the second graders begin a kickball
game, Kevin inadvertently backs into
Brian, who pushes him in retaliation.
They confront each other and a fight is
about to begin when in step sixth-grade
Peacemakers Tara and Maria. They
offer their assistance and give the boys
the ground rules for talking out their
conflict: Don't interrupt; don't call the
other person names; be as honest as you
can; and agree (o solve the problem.

The discussion begins under the
watchful eyes of the Peacemakers, and
you see the boys’ initial anger begin to
Jade. They become Ealm. then shake
hands and go back to their game. Tara
and Maria smile as theyrealize that their
intervention worked: another conflict

has been peaceably resolved.
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iolence is a national prob-
lem that is splashed across
the front page almost cvery
day. A constant mcdia blitz
provides lurid details of
gang fights, drive-by shoot-
ings. and other violent
crime. In the Los Angcles area alone,
there were more than 800 gang-related
shootings last year.

What can we as educators do (o reverse
this trend toward violence? How do we
provide our students, staff, and commu-
nity with the attitudes and skills needed to
promote nonviolent solutions 1o their
problems?

Education is essential to counter the
widespread problem of violence, and at
L. B. Weemes Elementary School in
South Central Los Angeles, we have im-
plemented several programs designed to
provide our school community with con-
Mict-resolution skills. Our goal is to
chunge the attitudes and behavior patterns
of our 1,800 students, and to provide them
with a drug-free and violence-free school
environment supporicd by parents. staff.
and community members.

Annctte Kessler 1s principal of L. B. Wceemes
Elementary School in Los Angeles.

Guns Are Not for Kids

We are especially proud of our school s
Straight Talk About Risks (STAR) pro-
gram. developed by the Center to Prevent
Handgun Violence. STAR teaches chil-
dren life-saving behaviors through vari-
ous activities that can be incorporated into
classroom instruction. It has given our
tcachers a concrete model to raise slu-
dents’ awareness of gun violence. particu-
larly the dangers ol carrying and usiny
guns.

STAR cnables children to practice re-
solving conflicts withoul resorting to vio-
lence, and to dcvelop skills in critical
thinking, recognizing and controlling
anger, resisting peer pressure, and distin-
guishing between violence in real life and
ontelevision. It tcaches them that guns are
dangerous at any time, and provides them
with specific altermatives to gun usc. In
classrooms. children can be hcard chant-
ing a STAR message that tells them wha
to do when they sec guns: “Don’t touch
the gun; get out of the situation: twll a
trusted adult.”

We launched the STAR program early
in 1993 with a schoolwide poster cam-
paign addressing gun safety. The vivid
posters, which challenge society to take a
good look at the lack of leadership 1o en-
sure violence-free environments for chil-

dents, suicides, and homicides.

areas between 1987 and 1990.

guns.

and 1990.

to guns in their homes.

dren ages 14 and under.

Children and Hahdguns

+ Every day in America, 14 children ages 19 and under are killed by guns in acci-
+ Gunshot wounds to children ages 16 and under nearly doubled in major urban
* Nearly half (48%) of all black teenage males who died in 1988 were killed with
« Firearm murders of youngsters 19 and underincreased 125 percent between 1984
» An estimated 1.2 million latchkey children of elementary school age have access
+ In 1991, gun accidents were the fifth-leading cause of accidental death for chil-

{(Data from various sources provided by Center to Prevent Handgun Violence.)




dren, became a powerful medium for stu-
dents to express concems and share feel-
ings about violence in their lives.

To complement STAR, we have also
introduced these programs:

Second Step: This violence-prevention
program emphasizes social skills to re-
duce impulsive and aggressive behavior.

Drug Awareness Resistance Education
(DARE): This is a partnership between the
Los Angeles Police Depanment and the
Los Angeles Unified School District
aimed at teaching children anger/stress
management, decision-making skills, and
conflict resolution.

Parent Education: Weemes has devel-
oped a program that emphasizes parenting
skills and helps parents make appropriate
responses when confronted with conflicts
and family disputes.

Weemes Pcacemakers: More than 100

Weemes students have received 10 1o 12
hours of training in conflict resolution
techniques. Sclected through teacher rec-
ommendations based on their leadership
skills and ability to gain respect from their
peers, the Peacemakers meel every (wo
weeks with the school counselor to dis-
cuss problems and solutions they have
experienced.

[n addition to these programs, we have
developed support groups to respond (0
lingering cffects of the civil unrest that
left its mark on the school’s South Central
Los Angeles neighborhood last year. We
tap into all avatlable resources in the area
to assist our parents and staff with positive
conflict-resolution techniques. with an
cmphasis on building self-estcem and de-
veloping awarcness about violence.

The bell rings again and the children

begin to leave the play yard. Gregory, a
Peacemaker, is busy watching them and
bumps into Danielle, another Peace-
maker, who turns around angrily. Before
she can speak, Gregory puts up his hand
and says, “I’'m sorry. Are you O.K.?"
‘“Yeah," she responds, *“but be careful
and watch where you're going."
Another conflict has been peaceably
resolved. %

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Straight Talk About Risks (STAR) is &
comprehensive program that provides
separale curmiculum lessons for grades

" Pre-K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. For further
information, contact the Center to
Prevent Handgun Violence, Education
Division, 1225 Eye St.. N.W., Room
1100, Washington, DC 20005. Telephone
202-289-7319 or FAX 202-408-1851.

Advertiement

Classrooms Find Success with Ampllﬁcatlon

raditionully. amplilication has been
T vicwed and prescribed s o remedy

for students who cannot hear. But
recently. new rescarch has been advocating
amplification as a remedial straiegy lor
students who may be hearing oo much

The greater the actgvity and nose presemt
in the clussroom. the more casily students
can be distracted. leading 1o missed
information and directions given by the
tcacher. Even the most minute sounds—a
buzzing compuier. crumpling paper. or
playground noise—can contribute 10 this
untuvarable learning enviconment. The
maximum desirable noise Tevel Tor chiklien
wiath nornnl hearmg s 35 decibels i3,
yet the noise level can reach up to 34 dB3 an
an empty classruom with only traffic noise
from the street. Add 25 students and one
teacher. and the noise level can reach 60
dB. nearly twice the level appropriate for
most children to clearly hear the teacher.

Studcnts moxst affected by the noise level
arc those who may have a fluctuating
hearing loxs. which often goes undetected
hccause of its sporadic nature. Highly
distractable children. such as thuse with
attention deficit disorder, or students who
are  hearing disadvantaged as 2
conscquence ol sitting in the hack row. or
ncar an open window may also be prime
candidates (o receive amplification.

12

How Exactly Doces Amplification Help

An EM system—like our Easy Listener ~
free ficld cound system—is designed 10
overcome the clleets of paise in order to
help maximize students' attennion and con-
centration levels. This is done by mildly
amplifying the 1eacher’s voice 10 10 12 dB
above room noise. The amplilicauon
improves the “signal-to-noise ratio™ so the
speech signal becomes maore under-
stundable even in the presence ol back-
ground noise.

A mgjor advantage tor teachers, s aned
by those who have used the system, include
reduction in vocal faugue, as well as

miprovements an student attentiveness
Particularly among individuals who are s
spoken or those with an occastonal sy
throat, using amphilicaton can help o
alleviate voice strain, a tactor sometimes
contributing 1o teacher absenteeism.

To find out how your classrooms
cian henclit Irom amplification. call
Phanic Ear Inc. for FREE intormation

and studies
(800) 227-0735 U.S.
(800) 263-8700 Canada

JlPhonic Ear

Innovative Communication Technologics
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