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The Washington Post

HEADLINE: 'The Forgotten Land Surrounded by Drugs';

SE School Provides Students Haven From Trouble on Streets

"They say things that would shock your pants off," Antonio Tolson said 

Tuesday. "But you know, for these kids, it just seems like a normal thing."

BODY:

On Monday mornings, when Mr. Tolson greets his ninth-grade math students at 

Fletcher-Johnson Educational Center, they tell him about their weekends. They 

tell of gun battles that interrupt their sleep, arguments that echo through the 

alleys, sirens and screams that are the night sounds of the projects.

"We are out here in the forgotten land, surrounded by drugs," said George 

Rutherford II, principal since 1978 at the school, which goes from 

prekindergarten through ninth grade. "The bulk of my students come from 

Eastgate, Benning-Stoddert Terrace and East Capitol Street projects. Most of 

them walk past drugs to get to school. And when they step inside, we are going 

to have high expectations of them, because that is the only way they will have 

high expectations of themselves."

This week, Ronnell Monroe and Bobby Goloson, ninth graders and friends from 

the same block at 53rd and C streets SE, thought for only a few seconds about 

the last person they knew who was killed.

Fletcher-Johnson, a massive brown concrete building on a hill off Benning 

Road in Southeast, doesn't feel like a school in a ravaged, drug-infested 

neighborhood. It is a sprawling place of bright colors and the latest computer 

equipment. It is graffiti-free. Its halls are carpeted and quiet. In its open 

classrooms, teachers need not shout to be heard over other classes a few feet 

away.

Rutherford's expectations are academic. He wants students to want to know 

about Asian geography and long division and how to type a business letter.

The children of Fletcher-Johnson's expectations grow out of a different 

reality. They want to know about who got shot, who got caught, where it's safe 

to walk.

Last week, when Mayor Marion Barry visited Fletcher-Johnson to teach a 

science class, he asked students how many of them knew someone who had been 

killed. Fourteen of the 19 students raised their hands.
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"Then all the cops came and everybody went outside," Goloson said.

"You hear shots around our way mostly all the time," Monroe said.

Three ninth-grade girls:

"I want to move," Gross said. "I don't want to be around people who are bad. 

All you hear about is drugs and people killed because of drugs. In the parking 

lot, all they do is sell drugs."

"A dude got shot," said Jermaine Griffin, 13. "He was high and he came and 

messed with other people and they pushed him and shot him. I knew his name and I 

felt sad. I was right around the corner. I was scared when I saw the blood.

"The lady's friends chased that man into the house and he didn't come out 

until the police came," Goloson said. "He only had a .22."

The stories flow easily. And they are accurate: Deputy Police Chief Alfonso 

Gibson confirmed most of the incidents the children related; the others, he 

said, "are all realistic. These are not things the children dream up."

"Oh yeah, this lady got kidnaped and he raped her and killed her," Monroe 

said. "She lived across the street. It got me a little down because my mother 

knew her. A boy, John, also got shot. Somebody messed with his girlfriend and he 

bought a .22 and shot at the fella. They ran through the alley. We heard it and 

my mother said to click off the lights and get down, get down, get down." Monroe 

said he spent about 10 minutes on the floor that night.

"I hear the shots and I jump and run around and peep out the window and go 

back to sleep."

Children of all ages speak almost casually of pools of blood and screams that 

ricochet through the projects for hours.

"There be shots, screaming, everything from these guys, going on every day," 

said Lakia Gross, who is in the fifth grade and lives in the Eastgate projects 

just off East Capitol Street.

"In my neighborhood, I always got to watch for people -- crazy, drunk people 

running from the police. And mostly I'm scared of the police. I try to get away 

as quickly as I can. Especially now and in the summer. That's when people really 

get that stuff in them and get crazy. That's what it's really about -- that 

drugs.

Celeste Malone: "One of my close friends, she was a prostitute and she became 

a Christian. Her pimp, he killed her."

Tara Barners: "This person lives right around the corner from me. He went to 

a party and somebody mistook him for somebody and he got shot. He died. A lot of 

things go on."

Tawanna Wilson: "This boy was talking and the boy owed him some money. He 

shot him in the face and he died. It was right across the street."
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Some children hide when they hear shots. Others check the window to see if 

they know who's involved, then go about their business. Their attitude is part 

bravado, part ennui. They have seen it all before. And yet they are children, 

and they are afraid.

"You only feel really scared when you walk around alone at night," Ronnell 

Monroe said. "It's best to be with people. My mother used to get home at 6 from 

work and I would go to the bus stop to walk home with her."

There are some alleys the boys avoid, but generally they walk where they 

please, even right through the drug dealers' hangouts. "You don't have to walk 

around them because you know the people who sell drugs," Monroe said. "Yeah, 

they don't mess with you," Bobby Goloson said.

Some students yearn to move away from the violence, while others have become 

used to it. Even some of those who do want to move aren't sure it can be done.

When social studies teacher Timothy Sumereau tries to interest seventh 

graders in a current events discussion about President Reagan or Central 

America, "they don't relate to it," he said. "Their ‘current events' is somebody 

got shot or killed or raped. Then they're all buzzing. They come in talking 

about who got caught selling PCP and who was murdered. Things that would shock 

kids in suburbia don't shock them."

Sometimes, when you ask the children if they hear shooting around their homes 

very often, the answers are relative.

"It hasn't happened in a while," Tawanna Wilson said. "It hasn't happened in 

about a week, but they do a lot of shooting. They argue a lot. I just look in 

the window, I don't go outside."

The school is not oblivious to the trauma that permeates the lives of its 

students.

Rutherford, Fletcher-Johnson's principal, knows that "we have former students 

here who've been killed, knocked off so fast, so young. These kids can tell you 

more about what goes on than the police officers can." Rutherford knows that as 

of yesterday, eight students in the junior high school were pregnant. And he 

knows that despite relative success in keeping drugs out of school, there is 

plenty to be had immediately outside the building. But while he admits he has a

"There's really not a lot of places without violence," said Rita Phillips. 

"There's a lot of bad people. You can't make them all move away."

Monroe and Goloson said they can't think of anything that would make their 

neighborhood safer. Monroe suggested requiring that guns be licensed, but their 

friend Michael Campbell said that wouldn't help because people just wouldn't get 

Ii censes.

"They shoot almost every night on my street," said Diago Holloway, a seventh 

grader who lives at 50th and F streets SE. "When I saw this boy, he was 17, 

laying on the corner after they shot him in the face, I just looked at him -- 

oooh, nasty. I try to stay out of the Cut," the neighborhood name for a busy 

alley behind Diago's building.
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LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

The student smiled and jogged down the stairs and out the door, out onto 

Benning Road, past the dealers, home to listen to the shootings and the screams.

"Okay, buddy," the principal replies. "Hey, man." He grabs a shoulder here, 

gives a rambunctious boy a playful bop on the head. He stops a girl and takes 

her hand, asks how she's doing. "This one here, I taught her mother."

Fletcher-Johnson boasts a culinary program in which students cater parties, a 

fashion course in which students make their own clothes from scratch, and a team 

of gifted students who will travel to Michigan next week to compete in the 

national Olympics of the Mind creativity contest.

Above all, the school tries to be an oasis from the tough streets that are 

home to its students. As Dr. Rutherford walks the halls, walkie-talkie in hand, 

dressed in jacket and tie as he requires of top male administrators, students 

greet him with a chorus of "Hi, Doc!"

GRAPHIC: PHOTO, GEORGE RUTHERFORD II, FLETCHER-JOHNSON PRINCIPAL; HIGH 

EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS ARE CRUCIAL TO TO THEIR GROWTH. ELLSWORTH J. DAVIS; 

MAP, NINTH GRADERS, FROM LEFT, TAWANNA WILSON, CELESTE MALONE AND TARA BARNERS 

TALK ABOUT HOW VIOLENCE AFFECTS THEIR LIVES. JOSEPH ROBINSON FOR TWP

"In my first years here, I had 15 car windows broken, two tires cut, sugar in 

my gas tank and my batteries were stolen," he said. "But nothing since 1981 -- 

not one broken window. We are developing pride in this school."

long way to go to improve academic achievement, he is proud of the school's 

progress.



JUL 24 '96 05:27PM OFFICE OF SECRETARY P.1/1

)

TO:

ngnANTZATinN: S ■ Q L \ Vv ■

PHONE NUMBER: 

-^3 S'
FAX NUMBER: 

VtvJ
FROM: 

PHONE NUMBER:

MESSAGE: 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

4

 PAGE(S) TO FOLLOW

400 MARYLAND AVE.. S.W. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20203

and to nromote educational excellence throughout the Nation.fZ)/. A.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

laiiar
T&ajiit

J^8

this transmission is intended for and restricted to the 
NAMED ADDRESSEE ONLY. IT MAY CONTAIN CONFIDENTIAL AND/OR 
PRIVILEGEDINFORMATION. IF YOU RECEIVE THIS TRANSMISSION IN 
ERROR. YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT YOU ARE PROHIBITED FROM 
READING, COPYING, OR DISSEMINATING THE TRANSMISSION. 
PLEASE CALL 20^401-3000 TO ARRANGE FOR RETURN OF ANY 

TRANSMISSION SET IN ERROR. THANK YOU.

FAX TRANSMITTAL

Uryv yViv



Vlllf rt•-•1.V•• .. � ••-- - -,- --- •- •--• -••• 

--------------------·-·····-•·'<'� 
I think it is so important to have national leaders who are in touch with what you do. This 
September we will have more young people going to our public and private schools than 
anytime in our nation's history -- 51. 7 million. It is a new record and many of you know first 
hand what I am talking about. 

You are worried about class size, building new schools and record enrollments for the years to 
come. This is why the President has caJled for a new $5 billion school construction initiative over 
the next four years that can provide up to a 50% interest subsidy to school districts .. 

Now, there are some who say that public education isn't up to the job of moving American 
education into the 21st century. Wel� I disagree with that opinion and so does the President. 
Public education - the common school -- is at the very heart of our democracy -- the one 
institution that has done more than any in our history to bring us together as a people, 

The Jast thing we need in the White House is a President who is willing to short change public 
education. This is wrong for America, wrong for public education. and wrong for our children. 
In this new education era -- this new infonnation era- we need national leadership committed to 
public: QCJuc:ation -- that values your work -- and recognizes that America could not be America 
without public education. 
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BACKGROUND

RESPONSE

WHAT WE’RE DOING TO IMPROVE SCHOOLS: President Clinton is pro-education: he has a strong record, 

and is working hard Cor our children’s future.

Bob Dole’s school voucher initiative provides school children with ‘opportunity scholarships’ to 
attend private schools by taking money away from public schools, colleges and universities. Under the 
proposal, the federal government would provide J2.5 billion in federal grants to States to be matched 
by State funds on a one to one basis for a total of $5 billion annually. States would provide a 
minimum voucher worth $1,000.00 for elementary/middle schools and $1,500.00 for secondary 
schools.

DOLE VOUCHER PLAN IS BAD
Bad for parents: Undermines public school system that most parents depend on 
Bad for taxpayers: Drains $30 billion (over 6 yrs.) from schools with no accountability 
Bad for schools and kids: School enrollment increasing -- wrong to drain funds from public 
schools just as projections show that record numbers of students enrolling in our public 
schools over the next decade. This plan takes money away from students currently in public 
schools in 50 states and gives it for vouchers in D.C. and 14 other states.

Talking Points - Dole Voucher Plan
July 18, 1996

THE PLAN IS HOSTILE TO PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EDUCATION
• Vouchers polarize communities; divisive measure
• Vouchers undermine public schools -- schools attended by 89% of U.S. students
• Vouchers drain tax dollars from public schools into private schools
• Vouchers offer no accountability
• Vouchers are harmful to parochial and private schools (makes them public). Federal vouchers 

will trigger federal regulations of private schools.

The figures for the plan just don’t add up. It claims to be funded through the elimination of 
cenain programs that serve students throughout America, but when you do the math, even 
cutting these programs don’t come close co the cost of the $2.5 billion voucher proposal.

Get parents more involved in the education of their children
Improve recruiting and development of good teachers -- bad teachers should be removed

WHO IS REALLY COMMITTED TO IMPROVING EDUCATION?
Dole has never been a friend of education -- voted against Head Start and Student Financial 

Aid
Dole is resurrecting the same old tired message which is hostile to public schools 
In the Republican version of the 1996 Budget Resolution, Dole/Gingrich cut $31 in billion 
education funding over 7 years and forced the government to shut down while the President 

fought to support education
In the 1997 Budget Resolution, Dole/Gingrich are seeking $24 billion in cuts to education
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Why is drug use up among kids during the Clinton Administration?Q:

A:

Another drug we must fight is cigarettes. Mr. Dole has opppsed a Food and Drug 
Administration proposal to restrict cigarette advertising aimed at kids. 3,000 kids start smoking 

every day — 1,000 will ultimately die of the addiction.

In the House of Representatives, Speaker Gingrich endorsed a plan to cut the Safe and 
Drug-Free Schools program by nearly 60 percent. In the Senate, Mr. Dole voted to cut it by 
51%. President Clinton vetoed their proposals, and funding was restored. And that was a good 
thing, because a survey of school districts that participate in Safe and Drug-Free Schools 
programs showed that all districts had programs that clearly discouraged drug use.

So Mr. Dole shouldn’t compare cigarettes to milk. One kills kids -- the other helps them 

grow up healthy.

Drug use among all Americans is down, but drug use among kids is up. The President and 
I are deeply concerned about this, and General McCaffrey has developed a solid plan for fighting 
drugs. It is tragic that at this critical time, the Republicans have tried to slash the one program 
we have to fight drugs in our schools.
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FY 96 Appropriation 

--------------··· ·-
·-- -----

�r, 
19;6,

h
th� P�esident requested $500 Million from Congress for the Safe and Drugee c oo s rogram. The Senate Appropriations Committee though only recommended $200 Million (-54.6% from the 1995 Revised Approp,riation The House also only recommended $200 Million. After the Appropriations Bill failjd to pass

A long reco,""d of hard work. e.tecutin action and real success. President Clinton believes that 
the best way t0 ensure a safe, strong and secure America is to help our child.ten grow up in an 
environJT1en, rh&t fees th.em have every cha11ce to enjoy this age of possibility. The Pr63ident has
taken a nurr.Mr of specific steps to provide our children with a safe passage fram c.hildhood to 
adulthood� i, duding: 
• Supp:>rti11i school unifomas. President Clinton has encou.raged schools to adopt sd1ool

uniform policies. which promote discipline and respect The AdminiStracion ·has developed a
guide for schools to assiSt them in establishing these policies. which will be disrributed to

• 

• 

.. 

• 

• 

16,0C0 school districts.
Dn.ig letting. In fanua,y of 1995, the Clinton Administration supported high sdtool athlete
drug testing in an amicus brief to lhe Supreme Court, sending the message to parents and
Students that drug use will not be tolerated in our schools. (Vernonia School District ,11 v,, Actou}
Fewer tuns in the hands of our children. President Clinton signed ioco law a youth
hand�un ban in his 1994 Crime Bill. The ban makes it a federal offense, with some
exce: tions, for a juvenile under the age of 18 to knowingly possess a handgun or handgWl
a.mm..uimon,
Safr ;.md drvg•frce s,hools. President Clinton expanded the Drug Free Schoc-,,s Act into
the : ,fe and Drug Free Schools Act in l 994, mwng violence prevention a lce-1 part of that
pro� am. The President has fought throughout his term for full funding of the ,>rograrn.
figh 1

• ng back a $266 million cut by the House in 1996. Over 97 percent of the- school
disn·.;u in the country use these funds to keep violence and drugs a.way from stude,us and
our !:chools.
Ztwo tolerance. In October 1994, President Clinton signed into law the Gun-Free Schools
Act, and issued a .Pre.sidcntia.J Directive laxer tbat month to enforce ''zero tolerance" in 01Jr
scho<Jls •· you bring a gun to school, you don't come back for a year.
Additionally, the Clinton Administration h� e.nc.ouraged states to a.dopt a "zero i:oleranceu 

stan<ia.rd for drivers under the age of 21 who drive while intoxjca.red.
Anti-g:1n� and Youth Violence Control Act o( 1996. President Clinton sent :his act to
Con-;ress to strengthen laws that will help Stop che rise of youth violence and i.ru.g use.
incluting expanded use of drug iUld gun courts ..
Con- munity schools. Pr�ident Clinton is also trying to give kids something :1..1 say "Yes"
to. :be President has requested $13.6 million far ·FY 1997, to continue supper. for the
Cor. inunity Schools program that 1:eeps �hoof doors open after classes have e·,ded and on
'WeE.·l:ends and holid:iys so that young people have a safe place to JO and posihve r.hings to
do.



,. 
,· 

• 

• 

• 

Wca·k.ioc to end teen tobacco UJC. r,ir;a,-. ...... -.••·-·· ·--
I 

to tobacco products, and reducing th� advenisin& and promotiona) activities that make these 
proQl.lCts appealinG to yoW\g people.
Cornbattini youth druc use. The nurr.ber one goaJ of President Clinton's 19�•6 National 
Drug Control strategy is to morivate Amuica's youth to reject illegal drugs an,i substance 
abuio. The first ever White House Conference on Youth, Drug Use and Viofo ,co in March 
l 9SI,; launched a national media literacy and drug deglamoriz11tion ·campaign u.,ned at youth.
Crc,uing public / private partnerships. President Clinton initiated the Safef·utures

Pro,,ram. which will demonstrate the importance of public/private partnership:1 in providing a
' r . '( 

con1inu\.lm of services anJ sanctions tor JUV&i'i( �t
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quickly, fairly, and inexpensively.
Create safe and drug-free schools and more disciplined classrooms - uniforms, truancy, no 
guns
Improve the basics and reach for high standards - tough core courses and no more social 
promotion - make sure the diploma will mean something
Promote technology — computers in all classrooms
Improve access to college, by investing in student aid and by better preparing students to enter 
college. of Harvard students attended public schools)

6\) to ^0
These are the things that make a difference. This voucher proposal is. only a distraction and it is 
divisive. It is a social experiment with your kids.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

July 11, 1996For Immediate Release

The Rose Garden

2:15 P.M. EOT

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
ON THE SCHOOL RECONSTRUCTION INITIATIVE

I think some of you know that I had originally planned to make this announcement in 
Senator Graham’s home state in Florida, but Hurricane Bertha had other ideas. So before I get 
into the announcement, let me say that we are all watching the course of that storm. We pray 
that it doesn’t cause extensive damage. The people of the Southeast know that we will be there 
to help them if it does. FEM A is now on the ground, and they are prepared. Our thoughts are 
with the people of the Southeast. And, again, we’re hoping for the best.

We’ve worked hard to make our young people the best educated in the world as we enter 
the 21st century, putting in place a comprehensive strategy to renew our schools, to lift our 
standards at every level. We’ve expanded the Head Start preschool program. We’ve helped 
schools to help to set and to meet higher standards. We’ve also worked hard to develop higher 
standards and better training for our teachers. And we’ve created an important network of 
school-to-work programs for young people to be properly trained if they don’t go on to four-year 
institutions of higher education.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. I want to welcome Senator Moseley-Braun 
here, along with Senator Claiborne Pell, Senator Bob Graham, Congressman Ben Cardin, and 
Congressman Elijah Cummings. I thank them all for their concern for this issue and their 
leadership.

I’m here to announce a national commitment to rebuild our schools so that they can serve 
our children in the 21st century. Our nation’s mission must be to offer opportunity to all, to 
demand responsibility from all, and to come together as a community so that we can build better 
lives together. Our most basic expression of these values is perhaps the education we offer to 
our children.

We’re now on our way to connecting every classroom and library in the United States 
to the Internet by the year 2000. We’re making our schools safer with the zero tolerance for 
guns in our schools, and by encouraging and supporting communities to take their own 
initiatives, including school uniforms, imposing curfews, and stronger enforcement of the 



The report came out three weeks ago. It was requested by a number of senators, and it 
confirms that we are not honoring this generational compact.

Now, Senator Moseley-Braun mentioned this report from the General Accounting Office. 
I want to hold it up again because I want to urge every member of Congress, every governor, 
every state legislator, every local school official, every school board member who cares about 
the condition of education and the future of education in our country to get a copy of this report 
and to read it.

But all this progress is at risk if our children are asked to learn in a landscape that is 
littered with peeling paint and broken glass if our teachers are asked to build up children in 
buildings that are falling down.

This is a matter of real urgency. In just two months our schools will open their door to 
the largest number of students in the history of our republic - 51.7 million. And enrollment 
is expected to continue to rise over the next few years. We have to rebuild these schools for 
another reason as well. Increasingly our schools are critical to bringing our communities 
together. We want them to serve the public not just during the school hours but after hours: 

truancy laws. We’re opening the doors of college wider than ever, through lower-cost student 
loans, including better repayment terms; expanded Pell Grant scholarships - Senator Pell, thank 
you for that; AmeriCorps; and our proposals to give families tax cuts to pay for higher 
education.

The report shows that our nations schools are increasingly rundown, overcrowded and 
technologically ill-equipped. Too many school buildings and classrooms are literally a shambles. 
According to the report, one-third of our schools need major repair or outright replacement; 60 
percent need work on major building features - a sagging roof, a cracked foundation; 46 percent 
lack even the basic electrical wiring to support computers, modems, and modern communications 
technology. These problems are found all across America, in cities and suburbs and 
one-stoplight towns.

I want to thank here, before I go forward, the members of the Senate and the House who 
have been interested in this. Those who are here whom I’ve introduced and, especially, 
Congresswoman Nita Lowey who is sponsoring efforts in the house along with Congressman 
Cardin and Congressman Cummings and others, but most especially Carol Moseley-Braun. She 
was the first person who brought this matter to my attention as an area where the national 
government ought to do something. And she has been literally dogged in her persistence in this 
issue, staying with it day in and day out, week in and week out, month in and month out. The 
schoolchildren of our nation owe her a debt of gratitude. (Applause.)

I remember the schools that I attended. They were pretty typical. Most of them were 
fairly old when I was there. They weren’t fancy, but they were clean, they were 
well-maintained, they were treated with respect. They sent every student a clear message: You 
are important to us. We take your education seriously. That was how my parent’s generation 
kept faith with us, and that is how we must keep faith with our children. (Applause.)
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to function as vital community centers; places for recreation and learning, positive places where 
children can be when they can’t be at home and school is no longer going on; gathering places 
for young people and adults alike. Bringing our schools into the 21st century is a national 
challenge that demands a national commitment.

The schools of the future should be safe and spacious - good places to learn. The 
schools of the future should be equipped with computers, new media and state of the art science 
labs. And the schools of the future should not only teach our children during the day, but bring 
together families and neighbors in the evening as community schools. Our initiative can help 
to make these goals a reality.

Today I am proposing that the federal government for the first time join with states and 
communities to modernize and renovate our public schools. We will provide $5 billion over the 
next four years for school construction and renovation. Together with investments by states and 
localities, this would result in $20 billion in new resources for school modernization. That’s a 
25 percent increase over the next four years.

This generation has a duty to give the next generation a future of genuine opportunity. 
Our children deserve the best. I am determined that they will get it. And this proposal will go 
a long way toward helping those folks who are out there on the front lines of education to 
succeed and to build the brightest, the best prepared, the most secure and the most successful 
generation of young people in the history of our nation.

Our school construction initiative would be flexible. It would give communities and 
states the power to decide how to use the new resources. It would help those who help 
themselves - requiring local communities to take responsibility for this effort. And it would 
focus on sparking new projects, not merely subsidizing existing ones.

You know, we expect an awful lot of our schools. We expect a lot of our students in 
this age of possibility. And all Americans have a lot riding on their living up to these 
expectations. But we cannot expect our children and our teachers to build strong lives on a 
crumbling foundation.

Thank you very much.
END
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I’m sorry that we’re a little late, but I understand that our security precautions delayed 
your voting. (Laughter.) I’m sorry for that, but I do want to congratulate Bob Chase and all 
of you who will be leading the NEA. (Applause.)

I also want to thank our Secretary of Education, Dick Riley, who came over here with 
I believe he is the best Secretary of Education we’ve ever had, and I thank him for that. 

(Applause.) I also want to thank Dick Riley for having what at the time was a novel idea. He 
thought he ought to have an actual teacher working with him in the Secretary’s office. And 
she’s here today. I want to thank Terry Dozier for leaving the classroom and coming to work 
with Secretary Riley. (Applause.)

Ladies and gentlemen, I’d like to begin by thanking Keith Geiger for seven magnificent 
years of leadership for the teachers of America. (Applause.) He has been a great leader, a true 
champion for educational reform. And I was more moved than I can say by the kind words he 
spoke before I came out.

THE PRESIDENT: Well, thank you for that wonderful welcome. And thank you for 
your good spirit and your enthusiasm. And I want you to keep it all the way to November. 
(Applause.)

I’d like to thank the NEA for sending Sharon Robinson, our Assistant Secretary for 
Education Research and Improvement, to our administration. (Applause.) And I also want to 
thank - Debra DeLee who’s done a great job managing our convention in Chicago and getting 
ready for this great new campaign. (Applause.)

Washington Convention Center
Washington, DC



The leadership of the other party fought us every step of the way on that and on the 
Brady Bill. They told a lot of people out in the rural areas of our country who love to hunt that 
their weapons would be in danger if our dangerous proposals passed, and that nothing would be 

I asked the Congress to pass the Crime Bill with 100,000 new police officers, a ban on 
assault weapons, more funds for punishment and prisons, but more funds for prevention, too; 
to allow children to do something constructive after school and on the weekends, and to help 
them pay for summer jobs in communities that couldn’t afford it.

Well, we’ve been working on that for three and a half years. I guess it’s about time for 
a report card before we make a decision on contract renewal. (Laughter.) I want to talk about 
three things here -- the record, the alternative and the future.

Four years ago I had the pleasure of addressing this assembly. And when I looked at the 
film that you just showed back stage, I saw that address and I said, gosh, I had a lot less gray 
hair then. (Laughter.) Well, I earned that gray hair. (Laughter and applause.) But if it 
advanced the cause of education and insured a better future for the children of our country, 
every gray hair was worth it. And I thank you for staying with us in these fights. (Applause.)

As teachers, administrators, custodial workers, the member of the NBA are out there 
every day working with and for our children. I thank you for that. And today, I want to talk 
to you about where we’re going from here.

And I, finally, felt very strong that our country, at the end of the Cold War and the dawn 
of this new global information age, had to continue to be the world’s strongest force for peace 
and freedom and prosperity. I had a simple strategy. I wanted to renew the basic bargain in 
America of opportunity for all, responsibility from all, and a commitment to the community of 
our country - the idea that we can do more together than we can apart.

Four years ago, when you endorsed my candidacy, I told you that I was running because 
I wanted to see a vision I had of our country in the 21st century fulfilled. I wanted our nation 
to go into the next century with the American Dream genuinely alive for every American 
without regard to race or gender or religion or region or the station that he or she starts our in 
life. I wanted to see our country come together instead of be driven apart by our differences. 
I was tired of seeing the American people cut up into little pieces at election time for short-term 
political gain, instead of reveling in our diversity, respecting our differences, and joining hands 
around shared values. And I wanted to restore the sense of community in America. (Applause.)

When I became President, our economy was stagnant. We had the slowest job growth 
since the Depression. We had a spiraling deficit. I said, please enact this economic plan, to 
Congress. We’ll cut the deficit in half and produce 8 million jobs in four years. Well, you 
know what the Republicans did. They all voted against it and said it would bring on a recession. 
Well, they were wrong, and we were right. (Applause.) In three and a half years, we now 
know the deficit will be cut by more than 50 percent in four years. And instead of 8 million 
new jobs, our economy has produced 9.7 million new jobs in three and a half years. 
(Applause.)
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And guess what? Poverty began to go down for the first time in many years. And for 
the first time in a decade average wages are going up. (Applause.) So I believe we’re moving 
this country in the right direction.

In 1996 the crime rate will go down for the fourth year in a row in America because 
we’re putting more police officers on the street, working with communities, helping kids, giving 
people something to say yes to, preventing crime as well as catching criminals. They were 
wrong about that, too. We need to keep on going until we put all those police officers on the 
street. (Applause.)

done to lower the crime rate. Well, we have had a couple of years to see now. Do you know 
that we have had two deer seasons in my home state and two ducks seasons, and every single 
hunter is still shooting with the same rifle they had before the Brady Bill and the assault weapons 
ban passed. They did not tell them the truth. (Applause.)

When it came to welfare reform, I said we ought to move people from welfare to work, 
but we should be good to the children and tough on the work requirements - not easy on work 
and tough on the kids. That’s the fight I had with the majority in Congress today, and why I 
vetoed what they call welfare reform. They said we couldn’t do it. But we have now given 
over 60 - 60 - permissions for experiments to over 40 states. Three-quarters of the people in 
this country on welfare are already under welfare reform experiments. And you know what - 
child support enforcement has gone up 40 percent since I have been in office - (applause) - and 
there are 1.3 million fewer people on welfare today than there were the day I took the oath of 
office. (Applause.)

Perhaps most important, as the film and as your speakers have said, thanks to the 
Congress that was in place in 1993 and 1994, we expanded Head Start dramatically, passed the 
Goals 2000 program, reformed Chapter One, passed the School-to-Work program, expanded Pell 
grants, passed the Direct College Loan program, which cut the cost and improved the repayment 
terms so that no person should ever fail to go to college because they were worried about the 
burden of the loans they would owe afterwards.

But there are some people who didn’t get guns - 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers 
did not get guns under the Brady Bill. They were wrong and we were right about that. 
(Applause.)

When it came to families and communities, it seemed to me what we had to do was to 
make it possible for more people to succeed at home and at work. Most parents are working 
people today, and most people who work have to work to support their children. We ought to 
be struggling to make it possible for people to succeed at home and at work. So we cut income 
taxes for 15 million hard-pressed working families, so that no one who works full-time and has 
a child in the home would be in poverty. We passed the Family and Medical Leave law so 
people could get a little time off when a baby was born or a family member was sick. 
(Applause.)
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Finally, there is the third element of the contract decision and maybe the most important, 
and that is, so what if you did a good job, that’s what we hired you for. (Laughter.) What are 

These things have made a real difference. And we passed a national service program that 
has allowed 45,000 young people to earn some money for college by serving their communities 
all across the United States. (Applause.) That’s the first element of the contract evaluation. 
We had a strategy; it was implemented; the results were good.

You know what both parties will do. You know what both candidates will do. They’ve 
already put their program in. It would be the law today, except I vetoed it. If you want it, you 
can get it; give them the White House and the Congress, it will be the law of the land in six 
months. (Applause.)

But that is the choice. And let’s not be muddle-headed about this. We now have the 
evidence. The American people can simply choose. One position is the one that I embrace and 
that virtually all the members of our party embrace who are running for the Congress. And that 
is that the American people should have opportunity - not guarantees, but opportunity - to 
make the most of their own lives if they’re willing to be responsible for it. That is the clear 
understanding that we become a greater country when we work together. The other side says, 
government is always the problem, and you’re better off if you’re on your own. I think that 
we’re right and they’re wrong. But the American people are being given the chance to decide, 
and you have to help them make that decision. (Applause.)

You think about that. You just think about that. (Laughter.) If you want, for example, 
to back away from our commitment to 100,000 police, you want to repeal the assault weapons 
ban, you want to undermine protection for the environment and safety in the workplace, and 
made it easier for corporations to raid their employees’ pensions funds — if those are the things 
that you want, you can have it. Just give them the Congress and the White House, and they’ll 
give it to you. They already tried to do it once. We stopped them, and we will stop them 
again. (Applause.)

The second thing I want to say is that when you’re fixing to hire somebody, there’s 
always the questions of, well, if you don’t hire this person, who will you hire? And in this 
case, the happy choice for America’s educators, for America’s parents and for all American 
citizens is, you don’t have to guess in this election. There is no guesswork. (Applause.)

If you believe we ought to drastically cut or eliminate all these education reforms - even 
the Eisenhower Professional Development Program, which you have continued to support in 
your own way, and I congratulate you on your commitment to that — well, you can get that. 
Give them White House and the Congress, and they’ll give it to you. They tried once, and we 
stopped them. If you want, in other words, people who believe it was a mistake to pass the 
Family and Medical Leave law, a mistake to pass the Brady Bill, a mistake to pass the Crime 
Bill, a mistake to pass the economic program, you can have it.
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We need to finish the job of putting 100,000 police on our streets, because we’re not 
through. The crime rate is still too high, and it will be too high until you go home at night, turn 
on the television, and you’re genuinely surprised if the lead story on your evening news is the 
latest terrible crime. I want you to be surprised about it again, and we can bring that kind of 
safety back to American if we work at it. (Applause.)

Yesterday I was in Chicago - (applause) - and I had an occasion to go to Grant Park 
to that great Taste of Chicago festival they have every year. (Applause.) I hated this, I had to 
go from food booth to food booth to food booth. (Laughter and applause.) And it was a 
burden, but someone had to do it. (Laughter and applause.) But, anyway, I was at one of these 
booths talking to the folks who work there and this young woman looked at me and she said, 
you know, I really appreciate the fact that you’re trying to raise the minimum wage and I hear 
these people who are opposed to it say everybody in the minimum wage is some middle-class 
kid living at home with his parents. And she said, let me tell you something: I’m a 28-year-old 
single mother with two children, I work for the minimum wage and I go to college at night, and 
it’s not true and I need a raise. And that’s the truth. And we need to do it. (Applause.)

We need to pass Family Leave II and give working people the opportunity to have more 
flexible work hours and let people take a little time off not just when a baby’s born or when 
there’s a family emergency, but also to take their parents or their kids to regular doctor’s 
appointments and to go to parent-teacher conferences at the school. (Applause.)

So what about the next four years? Well, there’s plenty to do, folks. In the area of the 
economy, unless we can get this Congress to act, we’ve got to raise the minimum wage. We 
can’t let it fall to a 40-year low, it’s not right. (Applause.)

We need to pass the Kennedy-Kassebaum bill so that people don’t lose their health 
insurance when they change jobs or someone in their family has been sick. (Applause.) We 
need to pass a real welfare reform bill that is tough on work but good to kids, that lifts up 
families and enables people to succeed at home and at work. (Applause.) That’s what we want 
for everybody. (Applause.)

you going to do tomorrow and next year and for the next four years? And that’s very important, 
because while things are better now than they were four years ago, this country still has 
significant challenges. The crime rate is down, but juvenile crime is up. The economy is up, 
but not every American who works is up. The country is closer to peace than it was, but as we 
saw again last week, we still face the problems of terrorism, organized crime, the proliferation 
of dangerous weapons. And we have to work together with our friends around the world to 
continue to push for peace and freedom.

And in education we have a lot to do together. I am committed to seeing every 
classroom and library in every school in this country hooked up to the Internet by the year 2000, 
and we’re going to keep doing it. (Applause.)
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I want to thank our teachers who are working — 100,000 of them — with the support of 
the NEA and other groups, to teach another 500,000 teachers in what they call the 21st Century 
Teachers Effort, to be the kind of teachers who can make maximum use of the new technology 
going into the classrooms. We need to do that. (Applause.)

But I think we should do even more. I believe if you look at all the evidence, it is clear 
that it is simply not enough to have a high school education if you want to get a good job with 
a growing income. And I believe the time has come to make two years of education after high 
school just as universal as a high school education is. (Applause.)

We have to do more to help you to make schools safe and going to and from school safe. 
We have worked hard, but still no teacher should ever fear when he or she is in the classroom 
or going to and from school. No student should be so afraid - (applause) - no student should 
be so afraid that they cannot learn. And we work very hard to preserve funding for the Safe 
and Drug-Free Schools program, to enforce our zero tolerance for guns in the schools policy. 
And we will continue to work to help schools deal with the problems that they face every day, 
that teachers face every day, and to try to find opportunities to bring people together.

I believe the way to do that is to give the American people a tax credit, every single 
person a tax credit of $1,500 a year for the cost of going to your local community college, and 
make it refundable so that everybody can afford to go. Give it to everybody the first year; give 
it to everybody that keeps a B average the second year; let everybody at least have access to a 
diploma from a community college and we will raise incomes in this country and bring this 
country together. It is the right thing to do. (Applause.) Thank you.

I believe that we should do even more for people who are in the work force. I proposed, 
with the help of the Secretary of Labor and the Secretary of Education, that we take 70 big 
federal job training programs and consolidate them and put them into a block of money and give 
people who are unemployed or underemployed a certificate that basically says, you can take this 
to your local community college or to any training facility you want for up to two years. If you 
lose your job, you can immediately begin to get retraining at the place of your choice in your 
community that will help you the most to start your life again. (Applause.)

We need to make college education even more available. That’s why I proposed a 
$10,000 tax deduction per year for the cost of college tuition. That’s the right kind of tax cut 
and it would help a lot of teachers who are parents. (Applause.)

I also think we need to do more to help you in your work. I think we should - I want 
you to understand that if the budget process this year works out like it did last year - I hope it 
won’t; I’m working hard with the Congress - but I am not going to tolerate an assault on the 
fundamental structure of educational opportunity and educational excellence in this country. It 
is wrong. It is wrong. (Applause.)



7

Department on a set of guidelines to schools to deal with the complex questions that often arise 
when children seek to practice or at least express their religious convictions. We didn’t want 
to turn our schools into religion-free zones, and we didn’t want to violate the First Amendment. 
Because of the work that Secretary Riley and the Attorney General did, we have heard from 
schools all over America saying, this is not an issue anymore, we have resolved this, we thank 
you very much. And I hope it has helped you in your school.

And, by the way, the thing I really liked about what they did in New Orleans is that they 
didn’t punish people who were on the streets. They took them to a community curfew center 
and they started working with them, and they found out what the children needed and what they 
were facing, so that it would not only have the disciplinary effect of getting kids off the street, 
it has the positive effect of giving at least them a chance to meet with people who could help 
them to put their lives in good order and take it in the right direction. (Applause.)

Truancy is a warning signal that a child is in trouble and is often a gateway to crime. 
The difference between success and failure in life for our children is whether they’re learning 

Now, I want to propose today one other thing that I think it quite important, that I have 
cared a lot about for a long time. One of the most important things we can do to promote 
learning and to keep our children safe is the most obvious, old-fashioned thing that I dealt with 
when I was in school myself - back in the dark ages - (laughter) - and that is to insist that 
children be in school and not on the streets. (Applause.)

I had another young woman say that even the wealthiest kids in the school district were 
better off after they adopted their policy because now, people judge themselves based on what 
was on the inside instead of what was on the outside. (Applause.) I thought it was pretty 
perceptive. It may or may not be the right thing to do. But I sure think you ought to have the 
right to do it.

We have worked hard with other communities to develop community curfews. One of 
our suburban communities here in the Washington area adopted one just last week. I was in 
New Orleans talking about the community curfew there. (Applause.) There was a huge drop, 
a huge drop in juvenile crime in the city of New Orleans after they adopted their curfews. Kids 
don’t need to be out on the street at all hours of the night, they need to be home or in a secure 
place. (Applause.)

We said to people in California and around the country - (applause) - who wanted to 
try experimenting with school uniforms - well, they did it in Long Beach, and you can do it, 
too, if you want to do it. (Applause.) And I went to Long Beach, California, and I heard 
young people tell me amazing stories about this. A young man stood up and said, we picked 
our uniforms in our school. We picked green and white because the gang colors are red and 
blue. And, for the first time, all our kids can now walk to and from school, and they’re not 
scared anymore. He said, it’s the first time in two years, I can walk to school without having 
to look over my shoulder.
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on the streets or in the school where they belong. The street is not an acceptable alternative to 
the classroom. (Applause.)

Yesterday Secretary Riley announced that he would give a total of $10 million to 25 
school districts to help them keep their children in school. This is a beginning. But I want you 
to know because of what you and others in education have said to me all across the country, this 
will become a national priority, and we will keep at it with you until we turn this issue around. 
And I thank you for that. (Applause.)

Now, those are the three points I want to make. (Laughter.) One, when you helped me 
and Al Gore and indeed our entire administration family - and by the way, I wish the First 
Lady were here, but she’s in Central Europe today, representing the cause of freedom, and I 
thank you for that. (Applause.) When you helped us, we said, we have a vision for what we 
want our country to look like in this extraordinary era of possibility. We have a strategy to 
achieve that vision. Well, three and a half years later, we did what we said we’d do, or we got 
caught trying. (Laughter.) The results have been positive. Second, there’s a clear difference 
here. And third, we’ve got good ideas for the future, and a lot of work still to do.

So these are good things to do. The federal government should not decide what to do; 
we should help you determine what you’re going to do. We should support you when you do 
it. We should make sure it’s legally defensible. And we should encourage every community 
to do the same thing to put our children back in school. (Applause.)

In Milwaukee, for example, attendance is taken at every period in all high schools. 
Police pick up truants and take them to counselling, again not just negative but positive. Parents 
are called at home if their child did not attend school. Daytime burglaries - down by one third.

In New Haven, middle school truants go before a panel of high school students. 
(Applause.) This is very interesting. In New Haven, middle school students go before a panel 
of high school students and have to sign responsibility contracts.

When I was governor we actually passed a bill which made it possible for local 
communities to fine parents if they refused to show up at parent-teacher conferences or permitted 
their children to be chronically absent. I know the NEA has called for federal action to crack 
down on truancy. So I want to tell you about two things that we’re doing in response to the call 
that you issued. First, earlier today I directed the Department of Education to send this manual 
- I don’t know if you can see it - it says, "Manual to Combat Truancy" - to every school 
district in America. It shows that when parents are held accountable and when communities 
come together, you can do something about this problem.

In Atlantic County, New Jersey, - (applause.) I’d say that’s the highest density of 
teachers per capita in America based on the cheers there. (Applause.) Listen to this. In 
Atlantic County, New Jersey, families of truants receive intensive counseling and the vast 
majority of the students wind up going back to school.
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But this is what we used to call back home, preaching to the saved. (Laughter.) And 
there’s something to be said for that, but it’s not enough. And I want you to take just one 
moment to be serious before I go. I want you to just ask yourself, now or when you leave, to 
take a few moments to think about everything you can think about your country today - all the 
good and the things that you think are not so good - and then say, what would I like America 
to look like when my children or my grandchildren are my age? What do I want America to 
be like 20, 30, 40, 50 years from now?

Because I believe with all my heart, if the American people are given back this choice, 
if they get to look at the big things not the divisive, distractive, destructive, puny elements that 
too often dominate our politics, the American people will do what they’ve been doing for over 
200 years, they will make the right decision. And your children and your grandchildren will 
be the richer for it.

So, what I want to ask you to do is to go beyond the preaching to the stage. I want to 
ask you to walk out of this hall determined, with all your other responsibilities and all your other 
pressures and all the challenges of the classroom and the schoolhouse, to spend whatever time 
you can between now and November talking to your family, your friends, people who don’t 
work with you every day, people who don’t have the same insight you may have into what goes 
on here about these big questions.

We are going to walk across a bridge into the next century beginning with this election. 
And it’s not like 1992 where you can say credibly, this is change against the status quo. That’s 
not so. There is no status quo option. These are two very different visions of how we should 
walk into the 21st century and what kind of bridge we should build to go there. And the 
decisions we make will profoundly affect what America looks like when your children and your 
grandchildren are your age.

Now, what I want you to think about as I leave - we’ve had a great time today, and I 
loved all the cheering and the shouting, and it made chills run up and down my spine and kind 
of got me in the humor for the next three or four months to do what we have to do. And I 
thank you for that. (Applause.)

Now, in the end, that matters more than all the petty concerns we might have. It matters 
more than even the immediate and serious personal concerns we might have. Because in the 
end, for the same reason you decided to commit your careers to education, our fundamental 
obligation is to maintain and strengthen this country. And we have never been able to do it 
except by broadening opportunity and by bringing more and more people together, by breaking 
down the barriers of bigotry and prejudice and fear and bringing this country together in this 
vast melting pot of freedom that is the most remarkable experiment in self-government in all of 
human history. We are being given an historic responsibility now, you and I, to pick which 
bridge we’re going to walk into the 21st century. And that will determine what this country will 
be like when our children and grandchildren reach our age.



Thank you. And God bless you all.

2:58 P.M. EDTEND
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The rebirth of Union City and your schools reminds us that we do live in an age of great

MORE

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
ON EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY INITIATIVE

Office of the Press Secretary 
(New York, New York)

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Mr. Vice President, thank you for that 
introduction and for your leadership to advance the technological revolution in America and especially 
to bring its benefits to all of our children. Thank you, Mr. Mayor; Superintendent Highton; Senator 
Lautenberg; Congressman Menendez, Secretary of Education Klagholz; Bob Fazio, the principal of this 
fine high school - (applause) - I’m glad he’s not running for President this year. (Laughter and 
applause.)

Jim Cullen, the vice chairman of Bell Atlantic, thank you so much for everything you have 
done to make this school district a success, and the work you have done throughout this state and 
throughout your area of service. To the folks at Bergen Academy, and Secretary Riley and to others 
joining us on the Information Superhighway, including students from 65 schools in three counties, and 
I believe Congressman Torricelli is out there in cyberspace somewhere. It’s nice to have all of you 
with us. And let me say a special word of thanks to the parents, the teachers and the students of this 
school and the Bergen Academy who joined us today to talk about what all this means to our children 
and our future. And let me ask us all to give a special word of recognition to the two students who 
just spoke, who must have been somewhat nervous, but did not betray it, Marlon Grenados and Tonya 
Nagahwatte, they did a great job. (Applause.)

I’ve very glad to be back in New Jersey and in Union City. All of you know that the Vice 
President and I came here today because this school system is undergoing a remarkable transformation. 
I want the rest of the country to know about it, and I want everybody in the country to be able to 
emulate it. Let me begin by acknowledging the contributions of Congressman Bob Menendez, who 
was formerly mayor here, a true native son of Union City - (applause) -- a sponsor of the New Jersey 
Telecommunications Act in 1991 that set the stage for the remarkable events we are celebrating today.

St. Michael’s School
Union City, New Jersey



possibility if people are willing to work together to make the most of it. More Americans from all 
walks of life will have more chances to live up to their dreams than at any time in our nation’s history. 
New technologies are opening prospects for vast new areas of human activity that will bring prosperity. 
A growing global marketplace is putting a premium on the kind of ingenuity and skills Americans can 
contribute to the present and the future.

We must make sure all of our children - every single one of them - has 
access to the educational opportunities of the present and the future. We must build 
economic security for every single working family genuinely willing to work for it to hook 
into that future so that they will not be left behind. We must continue the fight to make our 
streets safer until crime in America is once again the exception, not the rule. We must work 
to clean up our environment while we grow our economy and forever dispose of the myth 
that you cannot have a strong economy unless you are destroying your environment. We 
cannot afford any more of the luxury of pretending that that is true. (Applause.)

But, let’s face it. We also know that this new era is a time of 
great new challenges, putting new pressures on families that are not 
particularly well equipped to deal with it. More and more of our citizens are 
living better, but more and more of our families are working harder and 
harder just to keep up. They justifiably wonder if they and their children will 
be winners in this new age, or if they will be left behind in some downsizing 
or in some job in which they never get a raise.

You know, in the State of the Union address, I talked about the importance 
of the budget discussions we have been having in Washington for the last year, the need to 
finish the work of balancing the budget but to do it in a way that recognizes our obligations 
to our future through investments in education and environmental protection, and that 
recognized our obligations to our families and to our larger American family, including those 
who through no fault of their own need help from all of us and that’s why we ought to 
preserve the Medicare and Medicaid programs. (Applause.)

So what we have to do now is look to the future. In that address, I outlined 
what I believe are the seven great challenges facing America if we want all Americans to 
have a chance at the American Dream, and if we want to grow together, not be driven apart. 
We must build stronger families and better childhoods. We must have better education. 
(Applause.)

But I also said there, and I would like to reiterate here, I believe there is a 
broad bipartisan consensus in this country to continue the work until we have eliminated this 
permanent deficit, until we are living within our means, until we are committed, all of us, in 
living on a balanced budget.

After what I have seen today, I believe more strongly than ever before the 
answer to the problems of those who are not yet benefitting from the Information Age is not 
to try to put walls up or turn around and go back, it is to keep going forward until every 
child and every family in every home, in every workplace can see what we are seeing here 
today. (Applause.)
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All these things we have done. We have expanded Pell Grants and created a 
new direct lending program that makes it easier for young people to borrow money for 
college and easier for them to repay it. Our AmeriCorps program is now giving 25,000 

We have worked hard to expand Head Start, to implement the Goals 2000 
program, which gives to states and school districts the ability to advance toward high 
national standards through grass roots reform, like public school choice or even letting 
teachers start their own public schools; or doing things like you have done here that can’t be 
done everywhere in the beginning. We have worked to create a network of School-to-Work 
programs to help young people who don’t go on to college immediately to at least find good 
jobs and to continue their education when they leave high school. We have set challenges to 
schools to recognize that they must impart the basic values that keep our society together, 
through character education and teaching good values and good citizenship.

For three years, working with our distinguished Education Secretary, Dick 
Riley, who may not be a cheerleader in his next life - (laughter) - but has been a terrific 
cheerleader for America’s children for the last three years and, indeed, even before. We 
have worked on a simple strategy for education. We believe in high standards. We believe 
in high expectations. We believe in high levels of opportunity. We believe in high 
technology. And we believe the doors of college should be open to every single American 
citizen. (Applause.)

I think it is fair to say that none of those goals can be achieved unless we are 
successful in improving the quality of education for all Americans. We will do this through 
a partnership, not through big government. The high-tech Information Age means that all 
large bureaucracies will be restructured, that more decisions will be pushed down to the 
grass roots, that people will be able to make more decisions for themselves.

But we dare not go back to an era when all of our people were left to fend 
for themselves. We have to go forward together, with teamwork, just the way Union City 
has gone forward together, with teamwork to have this remarkable educational achievement 
we celebrate today. (Applause.)

I thank Congressman Menendez for what he said and echoing the title of the 
First Lady’s book, which I’m pretty proud of. (Applause.) He is right, it does take a whole 
village to raise and educate our children. And it takes all of us to meet all these common 
challenges.

That’s what Union City is an example of. That’s why we wanted to 
come here today. I loved looking into the eyes of young people in the meeting which we 
just came from and hearing one of them say, you know, the thing about this technology is we 
can all achieve. It doesn’t matter whether we’re the richest family in the state or not. It 
doesn’t matter what our background is. It doesn’t matter if our parents came here just a few 
years ago. This is the great equalizer. We can have high standards and high expectations 
and we can all make it if we work together. That is the message America needs to heed 
today. (Applause.)

We must continue to work to lead the world toward a direction that is more 
peaceful and free. And, finally, our government must be one that serves and works and 
earns your trust, instead of your distrust.
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Bob Menendez talked about the achievements of this school district. But 
think about it. Not so long ago the school system was on the brink of a state takeover under

young Americans a chance to work in their communities to solve problems at the grass roots 
and earn money for college.

But it’s a real misfortune that not every schoolroom in America has the 
computers we celebrate today here and at the Bergen Academy. That is wrong. And that’s 
why I have issued this challenge to our nation to form a national partnership to make sure 
every young American has access to the future through the Information Superhighway.

For our young people today that all seems like ancient history, not science 
fiction. They interact with computers at the supermarket, at the check-out counter, in video 
arcades, in their homes. You know, to them it’s all second nature. I’d venture to say that at 
least half the adults in this room have learned more about computers from their kids than 
from any other source.

But we have to do more. In the State of the Union I proposed giving $1,000 
merit scholarship to the top five percent of every high school graduating class, to expand 
work study to include a million students so more people can work their way through college. 
(Applause.) And if we are going to cut taxes, what better way to do it than to give a tax 
deduction of up to $10,000 to every American family for the cost of college tuition. That 
would be a good way to cut taxes. (Applause.)

But we know that none of these things will work until we bring the 
information and technology revolution into every school; and through the schools, into the 
homes of every school student in the United States of America. You heard the Vice 
President say he was in Philadelphia yesterday to celebrate the birthday of ENIAC, the first 
computer. He was too delicate to say it’s 50 years old this year, and it was born in the same 
year I was. (Laughter.) The computer and I this year will become eligible to join the 
American Association of Retired Persons. (Laughter and applause.) I don’t know about the 
computer, but I hope I don’t quite qualify this year. (Laughter.)

When I was young, I thought the future was there for every American who 
would work for it. It turned out to be true for my generation. It will be true for this 
generation, too, and it will be a bigger, brighter, broader future, but only if we bring the 
benefits of the information revolution to every single one of them. (Applause.)

Let me just say, when I was the age of the students here - let me just give 
you some examples of what has happened in this 50 years. When I was the age of the 
students that we met with today, the big technological breakthroughs were technicolor movies 
and stereo music. I can remember when 3-D movies came out and you got to wear little 
glasses to look at the movies and we really thought that was hot stuff, that we had to put 
glasses on to see movies that looked like real people. I remember when color televisions and 
cellular telephones and computers that could fit on somebody’s desk were science fiction; 
nobody could even imagine it.
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New Jersey’s law that, actually, has a lot to recommend it, saying that if students aren’t 
learning, the state should have a right to move in. But you rescued it. And you did it the 
way we have to meet our challenges - everybody working together, everyone doing their 
part, the Board of Education voting to modernize. Bell Atlantic making all the contributions 
it made linking up the schools, the state of New Jersey helping with its resources, teachers 
and experts writing a new curriculum, parents actually coming here for weekend training 
taught by a teacher and her students, parents who now can work with their children at home 
on the computer. And the students have taken this opportunity and this responsibility. They 
feel empowered, and they know it makes learning more fun.

In the State of the Union, I called on Americans to join in this national 
mission to make every child technologically literate, to connect every classroom and library 
in our country by the dawn of the 21st century, which is just a few years away, to connect 
them with quality computers, trained teachers, creative software. We must do everywhere 
what you have done here.

But our national government must do its part, too. Consistent with the 
recommendations of the National Information Infrastructure Advisory Committee, which I 
appointed and which recently issued its last reports full of communications executives and 
others expert in communication around our country, I am today announcing a major initiative 
to energize our people to work to fulfill that mission even more quickly. I am proposing in 
my present budget, paid for in the balanced budget, a $2 billion technology literacy challenge 

You know that with the computers in the classroom and at home, linked 
together, homework is being done in a new way; classrooms, lessons take on a new life; 
parents and teachers can keep in touch by e-mail. Test scores have gone up and truancy and 
dropout rates have gone down. In the words of the Vice President, that he coined four years 
ago: everything that should be up is up and everything that should be down is down, and 
that’s the way it ought to be all over America. (Applause.)

We’re not just talking about an option that it would be nice for schools to 
have. Over 130 recent academic studies have shown clearly that the use of technology and 
support of instruction has led to higher achievement and language and art and math and 
social studies and, of course, in science. We have dramatic proof of the power of 
technology to expand opportunity for our young people. We have to harness that power and 
spread it throughout this country.

We are making real progress. We are bringing companies and volunteers 
together in California to wire 20 percent of those schools this year alone. And the Vice 
President and I are going out there in a few days to celebrate that. And in the 
telecommunications bill which I signed last week, there is a requirement for companies to 
provide a discount for connecting all of our classrooms and libraries to the Information 
Superhighway. And I thank the people in Congress who unanimously - almost unanimously 
- passed that bill, and the industries that supported it. We must all continue to do our part.
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Thank you, and God bless you all. (Applause.)

12:50 P.M. ESTEND

that will put the future at the fingertips of every child in every classroom in America. 
(Applause.)

Together, working with like-minded Democrats and Republicans, we can 
make this America’s cause. We can do this. We can have computers in every classroom. 
We can have all students eager to learn. We can have the face of every, single child light 
up, and we can know that down deep inside every child can believe again that he or she -- no 
matter what their background, no matter what their economic challenges - can fulfill the 
mission that they have the capacity to fulfill. We can do this. We can do it together and I 
believe we will. (Applause.)

The two members of Congress here present are in a unique position to 
support this endeavor — Senator Lautenberg, because before he became a senator, he was in 
the information business, and he saw the possibilities of computers, and he knows it should 
be used to do more than make successful businesses, it should make successful students; and 
Congressman Menendez because of what he has done with you here.
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This is an extraordinary meeting of America’s business leaders and America’s governors. 
I know some have raised some questions about it, but let me just say on the front end I think 
it is a very appropriate and a good thing to do, and I applaud those who organized it and those 
who have attended.

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Governor Miller, Governor Thompson; Lou 
Gerstner — thank you for hosting this terribly important event. To all of the governors and 
distinguished guests, education leaders and business leaders who are here, let me say that I am 
also delighted to be here with the Secretary of Education, Governor Dick Riley. I believe that 
he and Governor Hunt and Governor Branstad and I were actually there for - when the "Nation 
At Risk" report was issued, as well as when the Education Summit was held by President Bush. 
I want to thank Secretary Riley for the work that he has done with the states and with educators 
all across the country. And I know that every one of you has worked with him, but I’m glad 
to have him here and he’s been a wonderful partner for me, and I think for you. (Applause.)

So I am very pleased to see you here, doing this, and I want to thank each and every one 
of you. I also think you have a better chance than perhaps anyone else, even in this season, to 
keep the question of education beyond partisanship, and to deal with it as an American challenge 
that all the American people must meet and must meet together.

The governors, after all, have primary, indeed, constitutional responsibility for the 
conditions of our public schools. And the business leaders know well, perhaps better than any 
other single group in America, what the consequences of our failing to get the most out of our 
students and achieve real educational excellence will be for our nation.
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Second, we have a system in which both authority and financing is more fractured than 
in other countries, is typically the case. Third, we know that our schools are burdened by social 
problems, not of their making, which make the jobs of principals and teachers more difficult.

And, fourth, and I think most important of all, our country still has an attitude problem 
about education that I think we should resolve, that is even prior to the standards and assessment 
issue, and that is that too many people in the United States think that the primary determinant 
of success and learning is either IQ or family circumstances instead of effort. And I don’t. And 
I don’t think any of the research supports that.

All of you know very well that this is a time of a dramatic transformation in the United 
States. I’m not sure if any of us fully understands the true implications of the changes through 
which we are all living, and the responsibilities that those changes impose upon us. It is clear 
to most people that the dimensions of economic change now are the greatest that they have been 
since we moved from farm to factory and from rural areas to cities and towns 100 years ago.

Now, America has some interesting challenges that I think are somewhat unique to our 
country in this global environment in which education is important, and we might as well just 
sort of put them out there on the front end - not that we can resolve them today. The first is 
that we have a far more diverse group of students in terms of income and race and ethnicity and 
background and, indeed, living conditions than almost any other great country in the world.

And, most important, we know that - after the emphasis on education which goes back 
at least until 1983 and the whole country and, to my native region, to the South, to the late ’70s 
when we began to try to catch up economically with the rest of the country — we know that 
while the schools and the students of this country are doing better than they were in 1984 and 
better than they were in 1983, when "The Nation At Risk" was issued, and in 1989 when the 
Education Summit was held at Charlottesville, most of them still are not meeting the standards 
that are necessary and adequate to the challenges of today. So that is really what we have to 
begin with.

In his book, "The Road From Here," Bill Gates says that the digital chip is leading us 
to the greatest transformation in communications in 500 years, since Gutenberg printed the first 
Bible in Europe. If that is true, it is obvious beyond anyone’s ability to argue, that the 
educational enterprise, which has always been central to the development of good citizens in 
America, as well as to a strong economy, is now more important than ever before.

That means that we need a candid assessment of what is right and what is wrong with 
our educational system and what we need to do. Your focus on standards, your focus on 
assessment, your focus on technology is all to the good. We know that many of our schools do 
a very good job, but some of them don’t. We know that many of our teachers are great, but 
some don’t measure up. We know that many of our communities are seizing the opportunities 
of the present and the future, but too many aren’t.
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I see one of our business leaders here, a former state senator from Arkansas, Senator Joe 
Ford. His father was the head of our educational program in Arkansas for a long time. We had 
a lot of people in one-room schoolhouses, 40 and 50 and 60 years ago, reading simple readers 
who believed that effort was more important than IQ or income. They didn’t know what IQ 
was. And we have got to change that. And governors, every governor and every business 
leader in this country can make a difference.

I’m no Einstein, and not everybody can do everything, but if you stack this up from one 
to the other, all the Americans together in order by IQ, you couldn’t stick a straw between one 
person and the next. And you know it as well as I do. Most people can learn everything they 
need to know to be good citizens and successful participants in the American economy and in 
the global economy. And I believe that unless you can convince your constituents that that is 
the truth, that all of your efforts to raise standards and all of your efforts to have accountability 
through tests and other assessments will not be as successful as they ought to be. And I think, 
frankly, a lot of people, even in education, need to be reminded of that from time to time.

So one of the things that I hope you will say is in a positive way that you believe all kids 
can learn, and in a stronger way that you believe that effort is more important than IQ or income 
- given the right kind of educational opportunities, the right kind of expectations. It’s often 
been said that Americans from time to time suffer from a revolution of rising expectations. This 
is one area where we need a revolution of rising expectations. We ought to all simply and 
forthrightly say that we believe that school is children’s work and play; that it can be great joy, 
but that effort matters.

In this country the governors have displayed a remarkable consistency of commitment 
to education. And at least since 1983, the business community has displayed that commitment. 
And I think it’s fair to say that all of us have learned some things as we have gone along, which 
is what has brought you to this point, that there is a - you understand now, and I’ve heard Lou 
Gerstner talk about it in his, almost his mantra about standards - that we understand that the 
next big step has to be to have some meaningful and appropriately high standards and then hold 
people accountable for them.

Now, let’s get back to the good news. Thirty or 40 years ago, maybe even 20 years ago, 
no one could ever have conceived of a meeting like this taking place. Governors played little 
role in education until just a couple of decades ago. And business didn’t regard it as their 
responsibility. In the late ’70s and early ’80s this whole wave began to sweep America. And 
one important, positive thing that ought never to be overlooked is that the business leadership 
of America and the governors of this country have been literally obsessed with education for a 
long time now. And that’s a very good thing, because one of the problems with America is that 
we tend to be in the grip of serial enthusiasms. It’s the hula hoop today and something else 
tomorrow. Boy, that dates me, doesn’t it? (Laughter.)

I think it’s worth noting that the 1983 "Nation At Risk" report did do some good things. 
Almost every state in the country went back and revised its curriculum requirement. Many 
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revised their class size requirements. Many did other things to upgrade teacher training or to 
increase college scholarships or to do a lot of other things.

Another thing that the Charlottesville summit did that I think is really worth emphasizing 
is that it defined for the first time, from the governors up, what the federal role in education 
ought to be and what it should not be. I went back this morning, just on the way up, and I read 
the Charlottesville statement about what the governors then unanimously voted that the federal 
role should be and what it should not be.

And then, more responsibility to give greater flexibility to the states in K-12 and to try 
to promote reform without defining how any of this should be done.

The realization was in 1989 was that six years after a "Nation At Risk," all these extra 
requirements were being put into education, but nobody had focused on what the end game was. 
What did we want America to look like? It’s worth saying that we wanted every child to show 
up for school ready to learn, that we wanted to be proficient in certain core courses and were 
willing to assess our students to see if we were, that we wanted to prepare our people for the 
world of work, that we wanted to be extra-good in math and science and to overcome our past 
deficiencies. All the things that were in those educational goals were worth saying.

When I became President and I asked Dick Riley to become Secretary of Education, I 
said that our legislative agenda ought to be consistent, completely consistent with what the 
governors had said at Charlottesville. So, for example, the governors said at Charlottesville, 
the federal government has a bigger responsibility to help people show up for school prepared 
to learn. So we emphasized things like more funds for Head Start and more investment in trying 
to improve the immunization rates of kids and other health indicators; and more responsibility 
for access to higher education, so we tried to reform the Student Loan Program and invest more 
money in Pell Grants and national service and things like that.

And so that’s what Goals 2000 was about. We tried to have a system in which states and 
mostly local school districts could pursue world-class standards based on their own plans for 
grass-roots reform. And we overhauled the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, an we 
redid Title I to do one thing that I think is very important: We took out of what was then in the 
law for Chapter One, which was lower educational expectations for poor children - it was an 
outrage, and we took it out of the law. I don’t believe that poor children should be expected 
to perform at lower levels than other children.

In 1989 I was privileged to be in Charlottesville working with Governor Branstad and 
with Governor Campbell, primarily as we were trying to get ail the governors together to 
develop the statement at the Education Summit with President Bush. And that was the first time 
there had ever been a bipartisan national consensus on educational goals.

And Dick Riley, since he has been Secretary of Education, has cut federal regulations 
over states and local school districts by more than 50 percent. It seems to me that that is 
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But what we have learned since Charlottesville and what you are here to hammer home 
to America is that the overall levels of learning are not enough, and that there are still significant 
barriers in various schools to meeting higher standards.

Now, the effort to have national standards, I think it’s fair to say, has been less than 
successful. The history standards and the English standards effort did not succeed for reasons 
that have been well analyzed, although I’m not sure the debate was entirely worthless; I think 
the debate itself did some good.

Most children are very eager to learn. Those that aren’t have probably been convinced 
they can’t. We can do better with that. I believe that once you have high standards and high 
expectations, there is an unlimited number of things that can be done. But I also believe that 
there have to be consequences. I watched your panel last night, and I thought — the moment 
of levity on the panel was when Al Shanker was asked, when I was teaching school and I would 
give students homework, they said "does it count?" That’s the thing I remember about the panel 
last night. All of you remember, too. You laughed, right? (Laughter.) Does it count? And 

Let me just go through now what I think we should do in challenging the country on 
standards for students, as well as for teachers and schools. I suppose that I have spent more 
time in classrooms than any previous president, partly because I was a governor for 12 years, 
and partly because I still do it with some frequency. I believe the most important thing you 
can do is to have high expectations for students - to make them believe they can learn, to tell 
them they’re going to have to learn really difficult, challenging things, to assess whether they’re 
learning or not, and to hold them accountable as well as to reward them.

But there are recommended standards that have been widely embraced, coming out of the 
math teachers, that most people think are quite good, and the preliminary indications for science 
are encouraging. And I want to say again, it would be wrong to say that there’s been no 
progress since 1983. The number of young people taking core courses has jumped from 13 
percent in ’82, to 52 percent in ’94. The national math and science scores are up a grade since 
1983, half of all the four-year-olds now attend preschool, 86 percent of all our young people are 
completing high school. We’re almost up to the 90 percent that was in the National Education 
Goals. That is progress.

I accept your premise; we can only do better with tougher standards and better 
assessment, and you should set the standards. I believe that is absolutely right. And that will 
be the lasting legacy of this conference. I also believe, along with Mr. Gerstner and the others 
who are here, that it’s very important not only for businesses to speak out for reform, but for 
business leaders to be knowledgeable enough to know what reform to speak out for, and what 
to emphasize, and how to hammer home the case for higher standards, as well as how to help 
local school districts change some of the things that they are now doing so that they have a 
reasonable chance at meeting these standards.
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So that I think is the most important thing. I believe every state, if you’re going to have 
meaningful standards, must require a test for children to move, let’s say, from elementary to 
middle school, or from middle school to high school, or to have a full-meaning high school 

So if the states are going to go back and raise standards so that you’re not only trying 
to increase the enrollment in core courses, you’re trying to make the core courses themselves 
mean more - I heard Governor Hunt last night say he’d be willing to settle for reading and 
writing and math and science - I think were the ones you said.

Once you have to - if you’re going to go back and define what’s in those core courses 
and you’re going to lift it up, you have to be willing, then, to hold the students accountable for 
whether they have achieved that or not. And again, another thing that Mr. Shanker said that 
I’ve always believed, we have always downgraded teaching to the test, but if you’re going to 
know whether people learn what you expect them to know, then you have to test them on what 
you expect them to know.

So I believe that if you want the standards movement to work, first you have to do the 
hard work in deciding what it is you expect children to learn. But then you have to have an 
assessment system, however you design it, in your own best judgment at the state level, that 
says, no more social promotions, no more free passes. If you want people to learn, learning has 
to mean something. That’s what I believe. I don’t believe you can succeed unless you are 
prepared to have an assessment system with consequences.

The worst thing you can do is send people all the way through school with a diploma 
they can’t read. And you’re not being unfair to people if you give them more than one chance, 
and if at the same time you improve the teaching and the operation of the schools in which they 
are. If you believe these kids can learn, you have to give them a chance to demonstrate it. This 
is only a cruel, short-sided thing to do if you are convinced that there are limitations on what 
the American children can do. And I just don’t believe that.

the truth is that in the world we’re living in today, "does it count" has to mean something, 
particularly in places where there haven’t been any standards for a long time.

In Arkansas in 1983 when we redid the educational standards, we had a very 
controversial requirement that young people pass the Sth grade tests to go on to high school. 
And not everybody passed it. And we let people take it more than once. I think it’s fine to do 
that.

But even today, after 13 years, I think there are only five states in the country today 
which require a promotion for either grade to grade or school to school for its young people, 
to require tests for that. I believe that if you have meaningful standards that you have 
confidence in, that you believe if they’re met your children will know what they need to know, 
you shouldn’t be afraid to find out if they’re learning it, and you shouldn’t be deterred by people 
saying this is cruel, this is unfair, or whatever they say.
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And for all the excitement about the computers in the schools — and I am a big proponent 
of it - I would note that when we started with a computer program in our school, and I believe 
when Governor Caper started in West Virginia, he started in the early grades for the precise 
purpose that technology should be used first to give children the proper grounding in basic skills. 
So I think that’s quite important.

diploma. And I don’t think they should measure just minimum competency. You should 
measure what you expect these standards to measure.

I was always offended by suggestion that the kids who grew up in the Mississippi Delta 
in Arkansas, which is the poorest place in America, shouldn’t have access to the same learning 
opportunities that other people should and couldn’t learn. I don’t believe that.

I also would like to go back and emphasize something I heard Governor Hunt say last 
night. I think we should begin with a concrete standard for reading and writing because the 
most troubling thing to me is that we’ve been through a decade in which math and science scores 
have risen and reading scores have stayed flat. Intel recently had to turn away hundreds of 
applicants because they lacked basic reading and writing skills.

Now, that will present you with an immediate problem because if you want to measure 
reading and writing, you will not be able just to have a multiple choice test which can be graded 
by a machine. You’ll have to recognize that teachers do real work with kids when they teach 
them how to write, and you have to give them the time and support to do that. And then there 
has to be some way of evaluating that. I know that’s harder and more expensive, but it really 
matters whether a child can read and write.

You know, when we instituted any kind of test at home, I was always criticized by the 
fact that the test wasn’t hard enough. But I think it takes time to transform a system. And you 
may decide it takes time to transform a system. But you will never know whether your 
standards are being met unless you have some sort of measurement and have some sort of 
accountability. And while I believe they should be set by the states and the testing mechanism 
should be approved by the states, we shouldn’t kid ourselves. Being promoted ought to mean 
more or less the same thing in Pasadena, California, that it does in Palisades, New York. In 
a global society, it ought to mean more or less the same thing.

So I think the idea - I heard the way Governor Engler characterized it last night, I 
thought was pretty good. You want a non-federal, national mechanism to sort of share this 
information so that you’ll at least know how you’re doing compared to one another. That’s a 
good start. That’s a good way to begin this. I also believe that we shouldn’t ignore the 
progress that’s been made by the Goals panel, since Governor Romer was first leader of that 
going through Governor Engler, and by the National Assessment on Educational Progress. I 
know a lot of you talked about that last night. They’ve done a lot of good things, and we can 
learn a lot from them. We don’t have to reinvent the wheel here.
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So states and school systems and teachers unions need to be working together to make 
it tougher to get licensed and recertified, easier and less costly to get teachers who can’t teach 
out of the classrooms, and clearly set rewards for teachers who are performing, especially if 
they become board-certified, or in some state-defined way prove themselves excellent.

Secretary Riley says that every child should be able to read independently by the end of 
the third grade. And, parenthetically, that if that were the standard, I think we would be more 
successful in getting parents to read to their children every night, which would revolutionize the 
whole system of education anyway.

I also believe any time you’re trying to hold teachers to higher standards they should be 
rewarded when they perform. I know that in South Carolina and Kentucky, if schools markedly 
improve their performance, they get bonuses and the teachers get the benefit. That’s not a bad 
thing, that’s a good thing, and we should have more of that.

The second thing I think we have to do is to face the fact that if we want to have these 
standards for children, standards and tests, we have to have a system that rewards and inspires 
and demands higher standards of teachers. They, after all, do this work; the rest of us talk 
about it and they do it.

So that means that, first of all, you’ve got to get the most talented people in there. 
There’s been a lot of talk about this for a decade now, but most states and school districts still 
need work on their certification rules. We should not bar qualified, even brilliant young people 
from becoming teachers. The Teach For America group in my home state did a wonderful job, 
and a lot of those young kids wind up staying and teaching, even though they can make two and 
three times as much money doing something else. Every state should, in my view, review that.

I want to thank Governor Hunt for the work he’s done on the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. We had the first group of teachers who are board-certified in 
the White House not very long ago. Every state should have a system, in my opinion, for 
encouraging these teachers to become board-certified. The federal government doesn’t have 
anything to do with that. Encourage these teachers to become board-certified because they have 
to demonstrate not only knowledge, but teaching skills. And when they achieve that level they 
should be rewarded. There should be extra rewards when they do that.

We also need a system that doesn’t look the other way if a teacher is burned out or not 
performing up to standard. There ought to be a fair process for removing teachers who aren’t 
competent, but the process also has to be much faster and far less costly than it is. I read the 
other day that in New York it can cost as much as $200,000 to dismiss a teacher who is 
incompetent. In Glen Ellen, Illinois, a school district spent $70,000 to dismiss a high school 
math teacher who couldn’t do basic algebra and let the students sleep in class. That is wrong. 
We should do more to reward good teachers; we should have a system that is fair to teachers, 
but moves much more expeditiously and much more cheaply in holding teachers accountable.
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We cannot ask the American people to spend more on education until we do a better job 
with the money we’ve got now. That’s an area where I think the business community can make 
a major, major contribution. A lot of you have had to restructure your own operations, a lot 
of you have had to achieve far higher levels of productivity. If we can reduce the federal 
government by 200,000 people without undermining our essential mission, we can do a much 
better job in the school districts of the country.

Secondly, the business community can do a lot of work with the governors to help these 
school districts reinvent their budgets, I think. There are still too many school districts spending 
way too much money on administration and too little money on education and instruction. And 
there needs to be some real effort put into that, that goes beyond rhetoric. I mean, I was given 
these statistics, which I assume are true because I had it vetted four different times - I hate to 
use numbers - if it is true that New York City spends $8,000 a student on education, but only 
$44 goes to books and other classroom materials, that’s a disgrace, that’s wrong. And that’s 
true in a lot of other school districts.

The third thing I think we have to do is to hold schools accountable for results. We have 
known now for a long time; we have no excuses for not doing - we have known for a long time 
that the most important player in this drama besides the teachers and the students are the school 
principals, the building principals. And, yet, still, not every state has a system for holding the 
school districts accountable for having good principals in all these schools and then giving the 
principals the authority they need to do the job, getting out of their way and holding them 
accountable, both on the up side and the down side. To me, that is still the most important 
thing. Every school I go into, I can stay there about 30 minutes and tell you pretty much what 
the principal has done to establish a school culture, an atmosphere of learning, a system of 
accountability, a spirit of adventure, you can just feel it, and it’s still the most important thing.

Secretary Riley has helped 11 states to start new schools, and in the balanced budget plan 
I submitted to Congress last week, there is $40 million in seed money to help start 3,000 more 
charter schools over the next five years, which would be a tenfold increase. That may become 
the order of the day. So I believe we need standards and accountability for students, for 
teachers and for schools.

Let me also say I think that we ought to encourage every state to do what most states are 
now doing, which is to provide more options for parents. You know, the terms of the public 
school choice legislation and the charter schools - a lot of you have done a very good job with 
the charter schools. But I’m excited about the idea that educators and parents get to actually 
start schools, create and manage them and stay open only if they do a good job within the public 
school system. Every charter school I visited was an exciting place. Today, 21 of you allow 
charter schools. There are over 250 schools with are open, 100 more are going to open next 
year. Freed up from regulation and top-down bureaucracy, focusing on meeting higher 
standards. The schools have to be able to meet these standards if you impose them.
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Finally, let me just echo what Governor Miller said about the technology. We did have 
a barn-raising in California, and we hooked up actually more than 20 percent of the classrooms 
to the Internet on a single day. But we need every classroom and every library and every school 
in America hooked up to the Internet as quickly as possible. We set a goal as the year 2000; 
we could actually get there more quickly. I propose that in the budget, a $2 billion fund to help 
the communities who don’t have the money to meet the challenge, but every community, every 
state in America, at least, has a high-tech community that could help get this done.

And one of the primary targets I would have if I were a local leader trying to redo my 
district school budget is to reduce the amount spent on administration so that I could invest more 
money in keeping it open longer hours, especially for the latch-key kids and the other kids that 
are in trouble that don’t have any other place to go. So that’s something that I think is very 
important.

The next thing I hope we can do - all of us - in this regard, is to help to work our 
schools stay open longer. Our budget contains $14 million for helping people set up these 
community schools to stay open longer hours. But remember that 3:00 p.m. in the afternoon 
to 6:00 p.m. in the evening are the peak hours for juvenile crime, and all that comes back into 
the schools. So I think that’s another thing we really need to look at. A lot of these schools 
do not have the resources today to stay open longer hours, but they would if they could.

You know, we had a teacher in Washington last week who was mugged in a hallway by 
a gang of intruders - not students, a gang of intruders who were doing drugs and didn’t even 
belong on the school grounds. We have got to keep working on that. All the federal 
government can do is give resources and pass laws. That’s another thing the business 
community can help with, district after district. This entire discussion we have had is 
completely academic unless there is a safe and a disciplined and a drug-free environment in these 
schools. (Applause.)

Let me just mention two other things briefly. I don’t believe you can possibly minimize 
- and a lot of the governors I know have been in these schools — you cannot minimize how 
irrelevant this discussion would seem to a teacher who doesn’t feel safe walking the halls of his 
or her schools, or how utterly hopeless it seems to students who have to look over their 
shoulders when they’re walking to and from school. So I believe that we have to work together 
to continue to make our schools safe and our students held to a reasonable standard of conduct, 
as well.

We passed the Safe and Drug-Free Schools Act, the Gun-Free Schools Act. We 
supported random drug testing in schools. We have supported the character education 
movement. We’ve almost ended lawsuits over religious issues by the guidelines that Secretary 
Riley and the Attorney General issued, showing that our schools don’t have to be religion-free 

zones.
We have worked very hard to help our schools do their job here.
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There are a lot of first-generation immigration children in that school, it was basically 
a poor school. Bell Atlantic went in and worked with others. They put computers in all the 
classrooms, they also put computer outlets in the homes of a lot of these parents. And you had 
- I talked to a man who came here from El Salvador 10 years ago who is now E-mailing his 
child’s principal and teacher to figure out how the kid’s doing.

The Congress passed a very fine Telecommunications Act that I signed not very long ago 
which gives preferential treatment to people in isolated rural areas or inner-city areas for access 
to schools and hospitals. So the infrastructure, the framework is there.

Anything you can do to help do that, I think is good if the educators use the technology 
in the proper way. And I’ll just close with this example. I was in the Union City School 
District in New Jersey not very long ago. That school district was about to be closed under the 
State of New Jersey’s school bankruptcy law -- which I think, by the way, is very good, holding 
school districts accountable, and they can actually lose their ability to operate as an independent 
district in New Jersey and the state takes them over if they keep failing.

I think the schools need more authority and should be held more accountable. We’ve got 
to redo these central school budgets until we have squeezed down the overhead costs and put it 
back into education. And unless we have an environment in which there is safety and discipline, 
we won’t succeed. And if we do have an environment in which the business community brings 
in more technology, we will succeed more quickly.

Well, that’s what I hope we’ll do. I think we ought to have the standards, you should 
set them. We’ll support you however you want. But they won’t work unless you’re going to 
really see whether the standards are being met and unless there are consequences to those who 
meet and to those who don’t. I think you have to reward the good teachers and get more good 
people in teaching, and that we have to facilitate the removal of those who aren’t performing.

But the bottom line is, the dropout rate is now below the state average and the test scores 
are above the state average in an immigrant district of poor children, partly because of the 
technology and partly because the business community said, hey, you kids are important, and 
partly because the place has a good principal and good teachers.

But I do think that the business community — if you look at the technology as an 
instrument to achieve your higher standards and to infuse high expectations into the community 
and to give the kids the confidence they need that they can learn, then this technology issue is 
a very important one.

I believe that this meeting will prove historic. And again, let me say, I thank the 
governors and the business leaders who brought it about. In 1983, we said we’ve got a problem 
in our schools, we need to take tougher courses, we need to have other reforms. In 1989, we 
said we need to know where we’re going, we need goals. Here in 1996, you’re saying you can 
have all of the goals in the world, but unless somebody really has meaningful standards and a 



Thank you very much. (Applause.)
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system of measuring whether you meet those standards, you won’t achieve your goals. That is 
the enduring gift you have given to America’s schoolchildren and to America’s future.

The governors have to lead the way, the business community has to stay involved. Don’t 
let anybody deter you and say you shouldn’t be doing it. You can go back home and reach out 
to all the other people in the community because, in the end, what the teachers and the principals 
and, more importantly, even what the parents and the children do is what really counts. But we 
can get there together. We have to start now with what you’re trying to do. We have to have 
high standards and high accountability. If you can achieve that, you have given a great gift to 
the future of this country.
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"I'm just tired," Whitfield, 57, said.

She said her secret for success was simple.

Copyright 1995 The Washington Post 

The Washington Post

"I saturated them with love," Whitfield said. "Nothing kept me from getting 

on the intercom and telling them I loved them. I kissed them. I hugged them."

In her 13-year reign as principal of Hine Junior High School, Whitfield 

turned what was once a beleaguered spot on Capitol Hill -- nicknamed "Horrible 

Hine" -- into a shining example of an urban school that works.

Last week, amid hugs and tears, Whitfield stepped down as principal. She had 

missed months of school this year, first battling a bout of pneumonia and then a 

hiatal hernia.

Now dubbed the "The Thrill on the Hill," Hine won the Blue Ribbon for 

Excellence from the U.S. Department of Education in 1991. A year later, Reader's 

Digest named Whitfield one of America's 10 outstanding educators. And in 1993, 

the Hine Junior High Panthers marching band was the only junior high band chosen 

to march in President Clinton's inaugural parade.

BODY:

They called her Princess inside the little school on the Hill. But to those 

who knew all that she had done. Princess Whitfield was queen of the District 

schools.

HEADLINE: Princess Whitfield Ends Hine Reign; District Principal Transformed A 

Once-Troubled Junior High

She has been with the D.C. schools for 34 years, starting as a teacher of 

English, French and Latin. Then Whitfield moved up the ranks to assistant 

principal. But nowhere has she touched more lives than as principal of Hine, the 

four-story brick building at Eighth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue SE, near 

Eastern Market.

Sally Anderson, who was PTA president at Hine for six years, recalled how 

Whitfield gave every student in the school her home phone number so she could be 

contacted at any hour. "She was like a mother to these children," Anderson said. 

"The kids saw in her some of the things they didn't get from their own parents 

at home."
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she's retiring, Whitfield has promised to keep "peeping in on Hine."
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GRAPHIC: Photo, James a. parcell. Princess Whitfield has retired after 34 years 

with D.C. schools, 13 as principal of Hine Junior High on Capitol Hill.

Before she could teach her students to count or read, Whitfield said she had 

to first touch their souls.

"She walked around and made sure everyone was in class," said Miya Jackson, 

15, a member of the marching band who just graduated from Hine. "She'd go to 

classes and sit down to see what we were studying."

Whitfield said she wants to spend time encouraging other principals and 

teachers. One of Whitfield's three sons -- she also has 11 grandchildren -- 

teaches at H.D. Woodson High School.

"People keep telling us this is the worst school system," she said. "Do they 

understand the children with whom we're working are angry because they're 

hurting? First, we have to reach that anger and mistrust. We don't need any more 

fancy computers. We first have to put more psychiatrists and psychologists in 

the schools."

Reaching out to parents, she visited students' homes and neighborhoods. She 

began holding her students to tougher academic standards and refused to tolerate 

drug use. She also put her students' names up on the walls any time their 

attendance improved or they made the honor roll.

A native Washingtonian, Whitfield attended District schools before receiving 

an English degree from Howard University and a master's degree from Trinity 

College. Her "doctorate," she said, was her experience at Hine.

In the early days, she said, she had to be tough as well as loving. Known for 

patrolling the halls and barking orders into her bullhorn, Whitfield sometimes 

put locks on the bathrooms to prevent children from vandalizing them, required 

students to walk single file in the halls, appointed troublemakers as student 

monitors and established a dress code.

Hine's enrollment more than doubled under Whitfield to 900 students; 

vandalism dropped, and standardized test scores went from among the lowest in 

the city to average or better. So impressed by what Whitfield was accomplishing, 

the U.S. Department of Transportation sent its employees to help mentor 

students.

"My kids have my phone number and know where I live," she said. "I will 

always be there for them and their parents. It's never too early in the morning 

or too late at night for them to call."
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SCHOOL PRINCIPALS RANK CLINTON EDUCATION, DOMESTIC POSITIONS 

ALEXANDRIA, Va., February 10, 1993--As the Clinton administration gets to 

work, school principals want them to begin with children, and not just those in 

school. In a January survey, the National Association of Elementary School 

Principals asked members to rank campaign domestic and education proposals. 

"Their top priorities reflect growing concern for student and family status 

outside of school." said Samuel C. Sava. NAESP's executive director. 

The 880 principals responding to the survey overwhelmingly favored: 

* Smaller classes in early elementary grades (91%)

* Free preschooling for all at-risk children (90%) f 

* Tougher child-care standards ( 90%)

* Parent-education programs ( 86%)

* Professional counselors in every elementary school ( 80%), and

* Comprehensive prenatal, maternal. and child health care to assure that

all children enter school ready to learn (76%).

They also soundly supported: 

* Balancing education spending among rich and poor districts through federal

funding ( 68%-20%).

* Tax relief for families with children (65%-14%).

* Federal assistance to keep schools safe (57%-19%).

* National standards, 11so that all K-8 $Chools work toward the same basic 

curricular goals" (57%-28%). 

* Greater efforts to educate disabled children with their peers, rather than

assigning them to separate classes (52%-32%).

Principals strongly opposed: 

* Vouchers that provide cash for parents sending children to private and

,·eligious schools ( 89% against. 6% for).

* "Alternative certification" that would let schools hire teachers without

teacher training {62% against, 27% for).

* A national test, or student-assessment system, based on national standards

( 58% against, 26% for l.

(over) 



Principals favored, though more narrowly: 

* Public school "choice, 11 50 percent to I.IS.

* School prayer in noncoercive settings, 42 percent to 37.

Setting achievement standards for all American students to meet by the year 

2000, advocated by both Pre·sident Bush and then-Governor Clinton at the 1989 

"Education Summit" in Charlottesville. Va., was supported by the principals, 69 

percent to 17. But they were against, I.Ill percent to 35, Bush's plan for federal 

financing of 535 "New American Schools," one in each congressional district. 

Asked to comment on what � policy governing their schools they would like 

to see changed, the principals overwhelmingly said that the federal government 

should stop asking schools to provide services, then not follow through with the 

financial support needed pay for them. 

"For instance," said Dr .. Sava, "when the government says that schools must 

offer a free lunch program, which is often based and budgeted on surplus food, 

and then the supply dries up, the schools must make up the difference. Or. when 

a disabled child needs hospital care, a full-time aide, or a computer system to 

get the education the government promises, a school may end up paying $100,000 a 

year for one child. 

"When passing legislation, the federal government must consider and provide 

the funding needed to support a program." 

The mail-back survey entitled, "Federal Education Policies," reflects the 

views of NAESP members in every state. 

Established in 1921, the National Association of Elementary Schooi 

Principals serves 26,000 elementary and middle school principals in the United 

States, Ca�ada, and overseas. 

-30-
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THE WHITE HOUSE

For Immediate Release June 4, 1996

12:00 Noon EOT

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT
AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Princeton, New Jersey)

My Press Secretary, Mike McCurry, sat in these seats in 1976. I’m sure that Princeton 
had something to do with the fact that he not only thinks, but talks so fast. (Laughter.) The

Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. President Shapiro, members of the faculty, 
alumni, to parents and friends of this graduating class, especially to the graduates of the Class 
of 1996 - (applause.) Let me thank you co-Presidents, George Whitesides and Susan Suh, who 
came to say hello to me this morning; and compliment your valedictory address by Bryan Duff, 
and the Latin address by Charles Stowell. I actually took four years of Latin in high school. 
(Laughter.) And even without being prompted, I knew I was supposed to laugh when he was 
digging me about going to Yale. (Laughter.)

I want to also thank Princeton for honoring the high school teachers and the faculty 
members here for teaching, for today we celebrate the learning of the graduates and we should 
be honoring the teachers who made their learning possible. I thank you for that. (Applause.)

It’s a great honor to be here in celebrating Princeton’s 250 years. I understand that 
Presidents are only invited to speak here once every 50 years. President Truman and President 
Cleveland — you’ve got to say one thing, for all the troubles the Democrats have had in the 20th 
century, we’ve had pretty good timing when it comes to Princeton over the last 100 years. 
(Laughter and applause.)

I want to thank President Shapiro for his distinguished service to higher education in our 
country. I thank Princeton for its long and noble service to our nation. I also am deeply 
indebted to Princeton for the contributions it has made to our administration and my presidency.
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also want to say that one of my youngest staff members is a classmate here - Jon 
And when the ceremony is over I’d like to have you back at work, please. (Laughter.)

Chair of our National Economic Council, Laura Tyson, was a Princeton Professor then, and 
Mike McCurry’s thesis advisor. And you got back from me Professor Alan Blinder, who was 
a distinguished member of the Council of Economic Advisors and the Vice Chairman of the 
Federal Reserve, and a brilliant contributor to our efforts to improve the economy. I want to 
thank Alan Blinder here among his colleagues and these students for what he has done.

Today, on the edge of a new century, all of you — our Class of ’96 — are living through 
another time of great change, standing on the threshold of a new Progressive Era. Powerful 
forces are changing forever our jobs, our neighborhoods, the institutions which shape our lives.

Less than three years after he left this campus, Woodrow Wilson became President of 
the United States. He followed Theodore Roosevelt as the leader of America’s response to that 
time of change. We now know it as the Progressive Era.

At the time of that speech 100 years ago, America was living as it is living today, 
through a period of enormous change. The Industrial Age brought incredible new opportunities 
and great new challenges to our people. Princeton, through Wilson and his contemporaries, was 
at the center of efforts to master these powerful forces of change in a way that would enable all 
Americans to benefit from them and protect our time-honored values.

would like to talk to the senior class today about not only the importance of your 
education, but the importance of everyone else’s education to your future. At every pivotal 
moment in American history, Princeton, its leadership, its students have played a crucial role. 
Many of our Founding Fathers were among your first sons. A president of Princeton was the 
only university president to sign the Declaration of Independence. This hall was occupied by 
the British since 1776, liberated by Washington’s army in 1777, and as the President said, 
sanctified forever to American history by the deliberations of the Continental Congress in 1783.

In 1896, the last time there was a Class of ’96, when Princeton celebrated its 150th 
anniversary and, as has been said, Grover Cleveland was President, Professor Woodrow Wilson 
gave his very famous speech, "Princeton in the Nation’s Service." I read that speech before I 
came here today. And I’d like to read just a brief quote from it: "Today we must stand as 
those who would count their force for the future. Those who made Princeton are dead. Those 
who shall keep it and better it still live. They are even ourselves." What he said about 
Princeton 100 years ago applied then to America and applies to America even more today.

I thank Tony Lake and Bruce Reed and John Hilley and Peter Bass, all members of our 
staff who graduated from Princeton. Two Princeton graduates who are no longer living - Vic 
Raiser and his son, Monty, were great friends of mine. Vic’s wife, Molly, is here — our 
protocol chief. And if it hadn’t been for him I might not be here today, and I want to recognize 
their contributions to Princeton and Princeton’s gifts to them.

I
Orszag.
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And so I say to you, creating opportunity for all, the opportunity that everyone has, that 
many of you are now exercising, dreaming about your future - that is what you must do in 
order to make sure that this Age of Possibility is really that for all Americans.

When I took office, I was concerned about the uncertain steps our country was taking for 
that future. We’d let our deficit get out of hand, unemployment had exploded, job growth was 

This is about more than money. Opportunity is what defines this country. For 220 
years, the idea of oppormnity for all and the freedom to seize it have literally been the defining 
elements of America. They were always ideals never perfectly realized, but always our history 
has been a steady march of striving to live up to them.

For many Americans, this is a time of enormous opportunity. But for others, it’s a time of 
profound insecurity. They wonder whether their old skills and their enduring values will be 
enough to keep up with the challenges of this new age.

We know that, therefore, our mission today must be to ensure that all of our people have 
the opportunity to live out their dreams in a nation that remains the world’s strongest force for 
peace and freedom, for prosperity, for our commitment that we can respect our diversity and 
still find unity.

In 1996, like 1896, we really do stand at the dawn of a profoundly new era. I have 
called it the Age of Possibility because of the revolution in information and technology and 
market capitalism sweeping the globe - a world no longer divided by the Cold War. Just 
consider this: There’s more computer power in a Ford Taurus every one of you can buy and 
drive to the supermarket than there was in Apollo 11 when Neil Armstrong took it to the moon. 
Nobody who wasn’t a high-energy physicist had even heard of the World Wide Web when I 
became President. And now even my cat, Socks, has his own page. (Laughter.) By the time 
a child born today is old enough to read, over 100 million people will be on the Internet.

But we know that not all Americans see the future that way. We know that about half 
of our people in this increasingly global economy are working harder and harder without making 
any more money; that about half of the people who lose their jobs today don’t ever find another 
job doing as well as they were doing in their previous one.

Having these ideals achievable, imaginable for all is an important part of maintaining our 
sense of democracy and our ability to forge an American community with such disparate 
elements of race and religion and ethnicity across so many borders that could so easily divide 
this country.

This Age of Possibility means that more Americans than ever before will be able to live 
out their dreams. Indeed, for all of you in the Class of ’96, this Age of Possibility is actually 
an age of high probability, in large measure because of the excellent education you celebrate 
today.
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the slowest since the Great Depression. The country seemed to be coming apart when we 
needed desperately to be coming together.

I wanted to chart a new course, rooted first in growth and opportunity - first, to put our 
economic house in order so that our businesses could prosper and create jobs; second, to tap the 
full potential of the new global economy; third, to invest in our people so that they would have 
the capacity to meet the demands of this new age and to improve their own lives.

We have to finish the job we started in 1993 and balance the budget - not only because 
we want to free you and your children of the legacy of debt, but because that will keep interest 
rates down, increase savings, expand companies, start new small businesses, help more families 
buy homes and more parents send their children to college.

We are doing well, but we must do better if we are going to make the promise of this 
new age real to all Americans. That means we have to grow faster. How fast can we grow? 
No one knows the exact answer to that. But if we look at the long-term, if we believe in our 
people and invest in them and their opportunities, and our people take responsibility, the sky is 
the limit.

We must look with the greatest skepticism toward those who promise easy and quick 
solutions. We know that the course that leads to long-term growth is in the minds and spirits 
and ideas and discipline and effort of people like those of you who graduate here today. We are 
on the right course; we must accelerate it, not veer from it.

Our economy, while most of the rest of the world was in recession, has produced 8.5 
million new jobs, the lowest combined rates of inflation, unemployment and home mortgages 
in three decades, the lowest deficit as a percentage of our income of any advanced economy in 
the world, 3.7 million more American homeowners, and record numbers of new small 
businesses in each of the last three years.

This strategy is in place, and it is working. The deficit is half of what it was. The 
government is now the smallest it’s been in 30 years. As a percentage of the federal work 
force, the federal government is the smallest it’s been since 1933, before the beginning of the 
New Deal. We signed over 200 trade agreements. Our exports are at an all-time high. Fifteen 
million of our hardest-pressed people have gotten tax cuts. Most of the small businesses have 
as well.

We’ve invested in research and defense transformations. We’ve invested in new 
technologies. And we’ve invested in environmental protection and sustainable development. 
And I will say, parenthetically, the great challenge of your age will be to prove that we can 
bring prosperity and opportunity to people all across the globe without destroying the 
environment, which is the precondition of our successful existence. And all of you will have 
to meet that challenge, and I challenge you to do it. (Applause.)
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We know we have to continue to invest in the things that a government needs to invest 
in, including research and development, and technology, and environmental protection. We 
know that since so many people will have to change jobs more often than in the past, we have 
to give families the security to know that if they change jobs they can still carry with them 
access to health care and pensions and education for a lifetime.

But finally and most importantly, if we really want Americans - all Americans - to 
participate in the future that is now at your fingertips, we have got to increase the quality and 
the level of education not just for the graduates of Princeton and Georgetown and Yale and the 
state universities of this country, but for all the American people. It is the only way to achieve 
that goal. (Applause.)

We know we have to continue to fight for fair and open trade because we proved now 
if other markets are as open to our products and services as we are to theirs, we’ll do just fine. 
We know we have to do more to help all Americans deal with the economic changes of the 
present day in a more positive way by investing in the future and targeting tax cuts to help 
Americans deal with their own problems and build strong families.

The very fact that we have been here or our forebears have for 250 years is testimony 
to the elemental truth that education has always been important to individual Americans. And 
for quite a long time, education has been quite important to our whole country. Fifty years ago 
when the Class of ’46 was here, coming in after World War II the G.I. Bill helped to build a 
great American middle class and a great American economy. But
today, more than ever before in the history of the United States, education is the fault line, the 
great Continental Divide between those who will prosper and those who will not in the new 
economy.

If you look at the census data, you can see what happens to hard-working people who 
have a high school diploma or who drop out of high school and try to keep up in the job market, 
but fall further and further behind. You can also see that if all Americans have access to 
education, it is no longer a fault line, it is a sturdy bridge that will lead us all together from the 
old economy to the new.

Now, we have to work to give every American that kind of opportunity. And we’ve 
worked hard to do it - from increasing preschool opportunities, to improving the public school 
years, to increasing technology in our schools. And this spring the Vice President and I helped 
to kick off a Net Day in California where schools and businesses and civic leaders hooked up 
nearly 50 percent of the schools to the Internet in a single weekend. What I want to see is every 
schoolroom and every library in every school in America hooked up to the Internet by the end 
of the year 2000. We can do that. (Applause.)

And I am very proud that I was asked to announce today that a coalition of high-tech 
companies, parents, teachers and students are launching Net Day New Jersey this week to 
connect over a thousand schools in New Jersey to the Internet by this time next year. That will 
make a huge difference in making learning more democratic and information more accessible 
in this country. I thank them for that. Every single person in New Jersey who will be a part 
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Now we want to go further; we want to expand work-study so that a million students can 
work their way through college by the year 2000. We want to let people use money from their 
Individual Retirement accounts to help pay for college. We want every honor student in the top 
five percent of every high school class in America to get a $1,000 scholarship.

But we have to face the fact that that is not enough. We have to do more. Just consider 
the last hundred years. At the turn of the century, the progressives made it the law of the land 
for every child to be in school. Before then there was no such requirement. After World War 
II, we said 10 years are not enough, public schools should extend to 12 years. And then, as I 
said, the G.I. Bill and college loans threw open the doors of college to the sons and daughters 
of farmers and factory workers. And they have powered our economy ever since.

Now, it is clear that America has the best higher education system in the world, and that 
it is a key to a successful future in the 21st century. It is also clear that because of cost and 
other factors, not all Americans have access to higher education.

I want to say today that I believe the clear facts o this time make it imperative that our 
goal must be nothing less than to make the 13th and 14th years of education as universal to all 
Americans as the first 12 are today. (Applause.)

And we also want to do some other things that I believe we must do to make 14 years 
of education the standard for every American. First, I have asked Congress to pass a $10,000 
tax deduction to help families pay for the cost of all education after high school — $10,000 a 
year. (Applause.)

America knows that higher education is the key to the growth we need to lift our country. 
And today that is more true than ever. Just listen to these facts. Over half the new jobs created 
in the last three years have been managerial and professional jobs. The new jobs require 
higher-level skills. Fifteen years ago the typical worker with a college degree made 38 percent 
more than a worker with a high school diploma. Today, that figure is 73 percent more. Two 
years of college means a 20-percent increase in annual earnings. People who finish two years 
of college earn a quarter of a million dollars more than their high school counterparts over a 
lifetime.

We have put in place an unprecedented college opportunity strategy: Student loans can 
now be given directly to people who need them, with a provision to repay them based on the 
ability of the graduate to pay - based on income. This is a dramatic change which is making 
loans more accessible to young people who did not have them before. Americorps, which by 
next year will have given over 65,000 young people the chance to earn their way through college 
by serving their country and their communities. More Pell Grants, scholarships for deserving 
students every year.
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This is not just for those individuals, this is for America. Your America will be stronger 
if all Americans have at least two years of higher education. (Applause.)

In recognition of Georgia’s leadership, I have decided to call this proposal America’s 
HOPE Scholarships. And I want to thank the Governor of Georgia, Zell Miller, who developed 
this idea. I also would like to recognize him - he came up here with me today - and thank him 
for the contribution that he is now going to make to all of America’s future.

Let me say, as all of you know, money doesn’t grow on trees in Washington, and we’re 
not financing deficits anymore. I’m proud to say, as a matter of fact, for the last two years our 
budget has been in surplus, except for the interest necessary to pay the debt run up in the several 

Governor Miller, where are you? Would you please stand up? Here he is. Thank you. 
(Applause.)

We should say to Americans who want to go to college, we will give you a tax credit to 
pay the cost of tuition at the average community college for your first year, or you can apply 
the same amount to the first year in a four-year university or college. We will give you the 
exact same cut for the second year, but only if you earn it by getting a B average the first year. 
A tax deduction for families to help them pay for education after high school; a tax credit for 
individuals to guarantee their first year of college and the second year if they earn it.

Think of it: We’re not only saying to children from very poor families who think they 
would never be able to go to college, people who may not have stellar academic records in high 
school, if you’re willing to work hard and take a chance, you can at least go to your local 
community college and we’ll pay for the first year. If you’re in your 20s and you’re already 
working, but you can’t move ahead on a high school diploma, now you can go back to college. 
If you’re a mother planning to go to work, but you’re afraid you don’t have the skills to get a 
good job, you can go to college. If you’re 40 and you’re worried that you need more education 
to support your family, now you can go part-time, you can go at night. By all means, go to 
college and we’ll pay the mition.

Today I announced one more element to complete our college strategy and make those 
two years of college as universal as four years of high school - a way to do it, by giving 
families a tax credit targeted to achieve that goal and making clear that this opportunity requires 
responsibility to receive it.

I know this will work. When I was the governor of my home state, we created academic 
challenge scholarships that helped people who had good grades and who had good behavior to 
go to college. But my proposal today builds mostly on the enormously successful HOPE 
Scholarships in Georgia, which guaranteed any student in the state of Georgia free college as 
long as they had a B average. This year those scholarships are helping 80,000 students in the 
state of Georgia alone - including 70 percent of the freshmen class at the University of Georgia.
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years before I became President. So we are doing our best to pay for these programs. And this 
program will be paid for by budgeted savings in the balanced budget plan. We cannot go back 
to the days of something for nothing or pretend that in order to invest in education we have to 
sacrifice fiscal responsibility.

Again I will say this is about far more than economics and money. It is about preserving 
the quality of our democracy, the integrity of every person standing as an equal citizen before 
the law, the ability of our country to prove that no matter how diverse we get, we can still come 
together in shared community values to make each of our lives and our family’s lives stronger 
and richer and better. This is about more than money.

The ultimate lesson of the Class of 1946 will also apply to the Class of 1996 in the 21st 
century. Because of the education you have, if America does well, you will do very well. If 
America is a good country to live in you will be able to build a very good life.

Now, this program will do three things. It will open the doors of college opportunity to 
every American, regardless of their ability to pay. Education at the typical community college 
will now be free. And the very few states that have tuition above the amount that we can afford 
to credit, I would challenge those states to close the gap. We’re going to take care of most of 
the states. The rest of them should help us the last little way.

The older I get and the more I become aware that I have more yesterdays than 
tomorrows, the more I think that in our final hours, which all of us have to face, very rarely 
will we say, gosh, I wish I’d spent more time at the office, or if only I’d just made a little more 
money. But we will think about the dreams we lived out, the wonders we knew when we were

Second, it will offer free mition and training to every adult willing to work for it. 
Nobody now needs to be stuck in a dead-end job or in unemployment. And finally, this plan 
will work because it will go to people who, by definition, are willing to work for it. It’s 
America’s most basic bargain. We’ll help create opportunity if you’ll take responsibility. This 
is the basic bargain that has made us a great nation.

I know that here at the reunion weekend the Class of ’46 has celebrated its 50th reunion. 
And I want to just mention them one more time. Many members of the Class of ’46 fought in 
the second world war. And they came home and laid down their arms and took up the 
responsibility of the future with the help of the G.I. Bill. That’s when our nation did its part 
simply by giving them the opportunity to make the most of their own lives. And in doing that, 
they made America’s most golden years.

So I ask you never to be satisfied with an age of probability for only the sons and 
daughters of Princeton. You could go your own way in a society that, after all, seems so often 
to be coming apart instead of coming together. You will, of course, have the ability to succeed 
in the global economy, even if you have to secede from those Americans trapped in the old 
economy. But you should not walk away from our common purpose.
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most fully alive. This is about giving every single, solitary soul in this country the chance to 
be most fully alive. And if we do that, those of you who have this brilliant education, who have 
been gifted by God with great minds and strong bodies and hearts, you will do very well and 
you will be very happy.

In 1914, Woodrow Wilson wrote as President, "The future is clear and bright with the 
promise of the best things. We are all in the same boat. We shall advance and advance together 
with a new spirit." I wish you well, and I pray that you will advance, and advance together 
with a new spirit.
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NATIONAL AsSOClATIOS OF ELEMEITTARY SCHOOL PRl�'CIPALS 

Serving Al.I £lemenlary and ."fuuf.lt &htJd PnTlClpals 

FACT SHEET 

The National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP), founded in 1921, is a professional 
organization serving more than 26,000 elementary ond middle school principols and other educators 
throughout the United States, Canada, and overseas. 

The Association believes that the progress and well-being of the individual child must be at the 
forefront of all elementary and middle school planning ond operations. Further, NAESP members 
accept the challenge inherent in research findings that the development of quality education in each 
elementary and middle school depends on the expertise, dedication, and leadership of the principal. 

As a national organization, NAESP operates through a network of affiliated associations in every state 
and the District of Columbia. 

As the representative of principals serving some 30 million children in grades J{jndergarten through 8, 
the Association seeks: 

• To serve as an advocate for children and youth, especially by ensuring them access to an 
excellent education

* To sustain and promote high professional standards and creative leadership among
principals

* To heighten public awareness of elementary and middle school education as the
foundation for all future academic achievement

• To serve as·a national representative for elementary and middle school education to
Congress, the Executive Branch, state and federal agencies, the news media,
researchers, educators, and other education groups

* To serve as an advocate for the professional tenets and priorities of elementary and
middle school principals in the nation's capital and in state capitals throughout the
country

• To work toward assuring that education continues to be recognized as a matter of
national priority.

Among the Association's many services are the award-winning Principal magazine and Communicator
newsletter, along with seven publications per year that address the specific needs of practicing school 
administrators; a Legal Assistance Program; nn annual convention; a variety of professional 
development training programs including the National Fellows, Certificate of Advanced Proficiency, 
and School-Age Child Care Programs. Services for students nre offered through NAESP's American 
Student Council Association, and the Skills for Grow1n� program. Together with the U.S Department 
of Education, NAESP brings national recogn1t1on to principals through the annual National 
Distinguished Principals awards program. 

1615 DUKE Snu:ET • Al.EXA.'IDRlA. VutCl�IA 22314-3483 • TELUH0SE: (703)684-3345 • F.u:: (703)548-6021 
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National Association of Element.1ry School Princip:ils 
1615 Duke Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314-3483 

(703)684-3345 • Fax: (703)548-6021

July I I, 1996 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Nicole RabnJn' '-� 

The White House 

From: Dr. Deborah B. Reev""""--c.,,�-

�-

Office of the First Lady 

L 
Associate Executive 

------

Re: Requested Information 

As promised during our telephone conversation yesterday afternoon, please find 
the requested information attached. 

Additionally, I've enclosed a packet of press rele.ases, articles and other materials 
which substantiate NAESP's strong and public support of President Clinton's 
agenda for children and their education. As I shared with you, NAESP is a 
nonprofit, non artisan education association (one of the top six in the U.S.) and 
our mission is serving as an advocate for children and promoting the principal as a 
leader of le.aders with.in the school community. We have a strong grassroots 
network throughout the U.S. and the American community overseas through our 
state affiliates in every state and the District of Columbia and the U.S. Department 
of State, Office of Overseas Schools. 

In past administrations, the nation's principals have had the benefit of meeting with 
the President. Th.is has not happened at any time during the Clinton administration 
and I believe ifwe can find a way to make this happen, it would provide an 
excellent opportunity for the nation's school leaders to extend their appreciation 
and gratitude to the Clintons for their leadership. 

As I shared with you, the principals named Mrs. Clinton to receive our highest and 
most prestigious award. Others who have received this award include C. Everett 
Koop, Jonathan Sa� Dr. Seuss, Augustus Hawkins, Ernest Boyer and most 
recent!�, Marian Wright Edelmen. TraditionaUy th.is award is presented before a 
congregation of America's principals and I know you shared our disappointment 
over the scheduling conflicts during April. Hopefully, we will be able to present the 
award to Mrs. Clinton the end of th.is month. lf so, NAESP will issue an AP 
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release and will make every effort to work with the Office of che rarst Lady co 
generate any additional media attention that you mjght suggest Again. we (ttf this 
would be an excellent way to focus national attention on the strong and 
outstanding contributions that Mrs Clinton has made to Americ.i ·s childrt"n and 
their families. 

Once you've reviewed the enclosed information. please let me know should you 
need additional information or have further questions. Again, Nicole, many thanks 
for your effort on behalf of our children and their schools. _I ( 
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National Assoc1:i11on of Element:ir,· School Princ,r:ils 
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Alexandria, VA 22314-3483 

(703)684-3345 • Fu: (703)548-6021

May 28, 1996

Nicole Rabner 
Office of the First Lady
The White House 
Washington, D.C.

Dear Nicole'oJr t. � -

We last spoke several months ago regarding Mrs. Clinton being named the 
recipient of NAESP's National Award for /Ji.\t111g1mht!d Serv1c:t! by America's
elementary and middle school principals. If you recall, Marian Wright Edelman 
was also named and we had hoped to make the presentation to both Mrs. Clinton
and Mrs. Edelman during our annual convention held here in Washington. 
However, due to Mrs. Clinton's overseas travel, we were unable to make the
presentation at that time.

As I shared with you, this award is the most prestigious recognition school
principals offer to Americans who have made a significant and long-term 
commitment to children and it is traditionally presented before a delegation of 
school principals. Past recipients include C. Everett Koop, Jonas Salk, Theodor 
Geisel (Dr. Seuss), Ernest Boyer, Augustus Hawkins and Marian Wright Edelman.

As a ·follow-up to our earlier discussion, I've given a great deal of thought to the 
next best opportunity for mak•ng the presentation to the First Lady. I believe our
annual State Leaders' Conference, to be held July 25 - 27, would offer maximum
impact and set the stage for a significant and positive ripple throughout the 
country. The individuals who will be attending the conference are school principals
who are education leaders in each of the fifity states af)d the District of Columbia,
principals who are members of the NA ESP Board of Directors representing nine
geographic regions of the U.S., and other prominent educators and
representatives from corporations who partner in education.

As I shared with you in our earlier phone conversations, NAESP has taken a 
strong and public stand with President Clinton and his agenda for children and
their education. The principals and NAESP would be greatly honored if Mrs.
Clinton could accept her award during this time. We would welcome the
opportunity to express our gratitude to the First Lady and to the Clinton 
Administration for their ongoing commitment to children and for their critical and
dynamic leadership.
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Sincesely,

Enclosures

I’ve enclosed a memo with background information and earlier correspondence 
On behalf of the nation’s elementary and middle school principals, special thanks 
for your consideration of our request I look forward to hearing from you

Deborah B. Reeve, Ed D.
Associate Executive Director

I
I

i



To

From

Request:

Purpose:

I

Nicole Rabner
First Lady’s Oftice

Dr Samuel G Sjv 
Executive Direcps

Background: NAESP, representing the nation’s elementary and middle school principals, has 
provided ongoing support to President Clinton’s agenda for children and their 
education (see attachment) As the representative of principals serving some 30 
million children in grades Kindergarten through 8, the Association works in 
partnership with the National PTA and other groups toward assuring that 
education continues to be recognized as a matter of national priority NAESP has 
partnered with the White House and the U.S. Department of Education on 
program initiatives such as The President’s Award for Academic Excellence, Safe 

and Drug-Free Schools and the Blue-Ribbon Schools Program.

The Association believes that the progress and well-being of the individual child 
must be at the forefront of all elementary and middle school planning and 
operations. Further, NAESP members accept the challenge inherent in research 
findings that the development of quality education in each elementary and middle 
school depends upon the expertise, dedication and leadership of the principal. 
NAESP has an affiliate association in each of the fifty states and the District of 
Columbia. In July, NAESP convenes an annual meeting of principals who 
serve in state leadership roles such as President and Federal Relations Coordinator. 
These leaders are actively engaged in issues affecting education at the local, state 
and national level. They lobby at every level on behalf of the children in our 
nation’s schools Sam Sava worked with the President during his 
Governorship when he chaired the National Goals Panel. NAESP has stood firmly 
and publicly behind President Clinton throughout his Administration

Dr. Deborah B ReevesPvX--**^^—-

Associate Executive Director

To formally present the National Association of Elementary School Principal’s 
National Award for Distiiijinished Service to Mrs Clinton before a delegation 
of 300 education leaders representing every state in the nation and the District of 

Columbia.

For the First Lady to accept the award from America’s elementary and middle 
school principals, and to reaffirm the administration’s priority on children and their 
education, to thank school principals for the important leadership that they bring to 

school communities throughout the nation.
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Purpose. 
(cont'd) 

Previous 
Par1icipation: 

Date and 
Time: 

Duration: 

Location: 

Participants: 

• 

• 

• 

Each year, America's principals name �n. out�tanding American to be the
recipient of our Na1ional Award fo� Discinguished Service Traditionally,
this award is given 10 those recognized by school principals as having made
a sigpificant and long-term commitment t? children. This year, two
outs1anding Americans were named: Marian Wright Edelman, in 
recognition of her tremendous contribution to the health and welfare of 
children, and Hillary Rod ham Clinton, in recognition of her unwavering 
dedication to improving the quality of life for children and families 

We had hoped to present the award to both Mrs Clin1on and Mrs 
E<lelman during our annual convention lase March, however, Mrs. Clinton 
was traveling overseas during chat time. We believe that NAESP's annual 
Leaders' Conference will provide an excellent oppor1unity for the nation's 
school principals to express their gratitude for Mrs. Clinton's ongoing 
commitment to children and to thank you the Clinton Administra1ion 
for the President's leadership. 

NAESP national education leaders have not met with a Presidential 
Administration since Ronald Reagan hosted them at the White House. 

Thursday, July 25, 9:00 am or 
Friday, July 26, anytime between 2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Approximately 45 minutes to I hour: 

A brief photo with principals who form the NAESP Board of Directors 
( 15 minutes) 
Introduction and presentation of award (5 minutes) 
Mrs. Clinton's remarks (20 -30 minutes) 

Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel 
Arlington, VA 

250 elementary and middle school principals who are designated leaders 
representing the 50 states and the District of Columbia; 15 principals who 
serve on the NAESP Board of Directors representing regions of the U.S., 
ethnic minorities and middle grades; Executive Directors representing the 
nine overseas regional associations of American schools overseas and 50
other prominent educators and business officials representing corporate 
partnerships (approxima1e total of 300).
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Outline of 
Events: 

Media 
Coverage: 

Contact: 

Attachments: 

Thursday, July 25th - AM - First General Session 
Legislative Briefing 

PM - Meetings with Congressional Leaders 
Debriefing 

Welcoming Reception - U.S. Department of 
State, Diplomatic Suite 

Friday, July 26th - AM - Second General Session 
PM - Role-Alike Meetings 

Breakout Sessions - Issues/Trends 

Open. NAESP will issue an AP release naming Mrs. Clinton the recipient 
of the National Award/or Distinguished Service presented by America's 

elementary and middle school principals. 

Deborah B. Reeve, Ed.D. 
Associate Executive Director 
National Association of Elementary School Principals 
Phone: (703) 684-3345 Fax: (703) 518-628 I 

# I - NAESP Fact Sheet and Brochure 
#2 - Copy of earli'er correspondence 
#3 - List of NAESP-Board of Directors 
#4 - NAESP Press Releases, articles and other documentation of support 
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SAMUEL C. SAVA. Ed. D 

£xecuch.1e Dlreccor 

February 14, 1996 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20050 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

Natiooal Association of 
Elementary School Principals 

The nation's elementary and middle school principals applaud your lifelong efforts on behalf of 
America's children. As First Lady, you contribute a strong a!'ld compassionate voice to the important 
dialogue in which we all must engage. For that, we are grateful. 

The National Association of Elementary School Principals has chosen two outstanding Americans to 
receive our national Award for Distinguished Service, given to those recognized by school principals as 
hnving made a significant and long-term commitment to children. We would be honored to make this 
presentation to you, our nation's First Lady, in recognition of your unwavering dedication to improving 
the quality of life for children and families. We are also honored to presenl a Distinguished Service 
Award to Marian Wright Edelman. in recognition of her tremendous contribution to the health and 
welfare of children. Past recipients include C. Everen Koop, Jonas Salk, Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss), 
Ernest Boyer, and Augustus Hawkins. 

We anticipate over 6,000 elementary and middle school prir�ipals from across America and overseas 
will join us in Washington, DC, for our na1ional convention and celebration ofNAESP's 75th 
Anniversary of service to children. Marian Wright Edelman will speak on Tuesday, March 2°6 from 
10:30 - 11 :30 a.m. in Hall A of the Washington Convention Center. We would be privileged to present 
the Award fQr Distinguished Service to you prior-to her address. In view of the release of your insightful 
book, I could think of no better time to invite you to join sc',-11I leaders in the tribute to our profession 
and to children and their families. 

On behalf of America's parents, teachers, and principals, I thunk you and commend you for your 
inspirational leadership in creating an America where all chiidren can realize their promise as informed, 
productive and fulfilled citizens. The nation's school principals welcome the opportunity to express their 
gratitude for your ongoing commitment to children. 

1 look forward to hearing from you. 

s� 
Samuel G. Sava 
Executive Director 

1615 Duke Street, Alexandria, Virginia 2�J 14-3483 (703) 684-3345 



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPALS

1996-1997 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Preaident 1996-1997 
Carole L. Kennedy, Principal 
New Haven Elementary School 
3301 New Haven Road 
Columbia, MO 65201 (573) 886-2390
FAX: (573) 886-2392 
Home: 2204 Topaz 

Columbia, MO 65203 
(573) 445-7907

Paet President 1996-1997 
Dominic A. Palazzolo, Principal 
Yake Elementary School 
16400 Carter 
Woodhaven, MI 48183 (313) 692-2233 
FAX: (313) 692-2234 
Home: 29845 East River Road 

Grosse Ile, MI 48138 
(313) 675-0163

Director, Zone 2 1996-1999 

Richard F. Barbacane, Principal 
Buehrle Alternative School 
426 East Clay Street 
Lancaster, PA 17602 (717) 291-6232 
FAX: (717) 291-6177 
Home: 363 Rineer Road 

Conestoga, PA 17516 
(717) 872-4138

Director, Zone 4 1995-1998 

Jill A. Eaton, Principal 
Walter Jackson Elementary School 
1950 Park Street, S.E. 
Decatur, AL 35601 (205) 552-4285 
FAX: (205) 552-4693 
Home: 1320 Brindwood Lane, S.E. 

Decatur, AL 35601-6904 
(205) 355-9006

Director, Zone 6 1995-1998 

C. Lynn Babcock, Principal
Grant Elementary School
9300 Hubbard
Livonia, MI 48150 (313} 523-9480
FAX: (313) 523-0534
Home: 1070 York

Plymouth, MI 48170 
(313) 416-9199

President-elect 1996-1997 

Yvonne G. Allen, Principal 
Whiteville Elementary School 
P.O. Box 659 
Whiteville, TN 38075 (901) 254-8013 
FAX: (901) 254-9528 
Home: Route 3, Box 705 

Bolivar, TN 38008 
(901) 658-4520

Director, Zone l 1996-1999 

James C. Brown, Principal 
Washington Oak Ele�entary School 
1675 Flat River Road 
Coventry, RI 02816 (401) 822-9420
FAX: (401) 822-9406 (Dist. Office) 
Home: 39 Audubon Avenue 

Providence, RI 02908 
(401) 831-7963

Director, Zone 3 1995-1998

Rodney P. Woods, Principal 
Valley View Elementary School 
Rt . 4 , Box 2 6 9 
Martinsburg, WV 25401 (304) 229-1970 
FAX: (304) 229-1973 
Home: 906 Hillcrest Drive 
Martinsburg, WV 25401 
(304) 263-4286

Director, Zone 5 1994-1997 
Jerry W. Vrshek, Principal 
Lane Elementary School 
4600 W. 123rd Street 
Alsip, IL 60658 (708) 371-0720
FAX: (708) 396-3753 
Home: 950 Milton Bridge 

Frankfort, IL 60423 
(815) 469-5059

Director, Zone 7 1994-1997 
Dennis R. Arnold, Principal 
McKinley School 
5 12th Street, SW 
Watertown, SD 57201 (605) 882-6350 
FAX: (605) 882-6351 
Home: 844 Pompeska Drive 

Watertown, SD 57201 
(605) 886-2174
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Director, Zone 8 1996-1999 
William w. Barnes, Principal 
Spring Garden Elementary School 
2400 Cummings Road 
Bedford, TX 76021 (817) 354-3395
NO FAX

Home: 608 Spring Garden Drive 
Bedford, TX 76021 
(817) 485-1027

Director, Foundation 1995-1997 
Richard A. Shirley, Principal 
South Sumter Middle School 
773 N.W. 10th Avenue 
Webster, FL 33597 (352) 793-2232
FAX: (352) 793-3976 
Home: 12564 C.R. 727 

Webster, FL 33597 
(904) 793-5538

Director, Zone 9 1994-1997 
Don R. Lapinski, Principal 
Cascade Middle School 
1015 24th Street, NE 
Auburn, WA 98002 (206) 931-4998 
FAX: (206) 931-8006 (Dist. Office) 
Home: 2915 27th Street, SE 

Auburn, WA 98002 
(206) 735-8168

Director, Foundation 1996-1998 
Nancy E. Dickerson, Principal 
Mattahunt Elementary School 
100 Hebron Street 
Boston, MA 02126 (617) 635-8792
FAX: (617) 635-8799 
Home: 97 Orlando Street 

Boston, MA 02126 
(617) 296-4413

Samuel G. Sava, Executive Director 
NAESP 

REVISED JULY, 1996 

1615 Duke Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703) 684-3345

FAX: (703) 548-6021
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75 YEARS OF SERVING AMERICA'S CHILDREN

For Immediate Release

SCHOOL PRINCIPALS GIVE PRESIDENT CLINTON "A" FOR EFFORT

ALEXANDRIA, VA-November 14, 1995-The National Association of

Elementary School Principals (NAESP) commends President Clinton for standing

up for children and their education yesterday with his veto of the short-term

appropriations bill. NAESP urges the President to continue to refuse to sign

legislation that will abandon America’s youngest, most vulnerable, and non-voting

citizens.

"Every educator in the nation should celebrate the President’s veto," said

Samuel G. Sava, NAESP’s executive director. "It proved to us that the White

House is not kidding, and that President Clinton does care about kids. We want

him to know that we sincerely appreciate his strength under incredible pressure.

national budget that doesn’t shortchange our children."

Established in 1921, the National Association of Elementary School

Principals serves 26,000 elementary and middle school principals in the United

States, Canada, and overseas.

■q S'
National Association of
Elementary School Principals
1615 Duke Street
Alexandn.i. VA 22311-3-iHJ

Contact: June Million 
’03-6S4-3345
703-548-6021(fax)

We’re proud that he has been steadfast and we urge him to continue to insist on a



SCHOOL PRINCIPALS GIVE.AMERICAN VOTERS AN "A"

Washington, D.C.—April 19, 1993--The National Association

of Elementary School Principals (NAESP) sent American
voters to

the head of the class today, to reward their solid reasoning.

After 100 days of the Clinton administration, voters say the

state of children's health, education, and safety is a critical

ic

sound investment,* says Samuel G.

director. ■School principals most certainly agree,* he

continued. •They, too,

reflects many of the same findings

more

r

■

•i V

?

have confidence in President Clinton's 

approach to helping children.*

Notional Association of
Elementary School Principals
1615 Duke Street
Alexandria. VA 22314-3463

Contact: June Million
703-684-3345

preschool to college), are among the findings of a bipartisan 

survey of 1,000 registered voters, Mandate for Children, released 

today by the Coalition for America's Children.

High public support for children's issues, including

increasing the level of funding for public education (from

•It's very gratifying that Americans of all ages, all

incomes and from both political parties, think children are a

A January NAESP survey, in which members ranked Clinton 

campaign education proposals,

*. i...'

measure of an economic recovery and a top priority for tax

*» Tax
dollars.

ji-uEjMews
K 

Sava, NAESP's executive

JBSF-
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as the Mandate for Children. The principals' top priorities 

showed a growing concern for student and family status outside of 

school. They favored sound investment in Head Start, tougher 

child-care standards, parent-education programs, and 

comprehensive prenatal, maternal, and child health care to assure 

that all children enter school ready to learn. 

The Coalition for America's Children is a nonpartisan 

alliance of 250 national, state, and local nonprofit 

organizations who work together to emphasize the serious problems 

faced by American children. 

Because elementary schools are increasingly called on to 

offer an array of social services to students and corrrnunities, 

said Sava, joining forces with national health, education, and 

welfare organizations in Washington is a powerful way to get a 

unified children's message to Congress and the President. The 

Coalition's 40 million members, in turn, hold their candidates 

accountable at the state and local levels. 

A member of the steering corrrnittee for the Coalition for 

America's Children, the National Association of Elementary School 

Principals serves 26,000 elementary and middle school principals 

in the United States, Canada, and overseas. 

# 



(703)684-3343

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS HAIL APPOINTMENT OF EDUCATION SECRETARY

■ ■

News
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Alexandria, VA --December 21, 1992--The National Association of Elementary 

School Principals (NAESP) applauds the appointment of former South Carolina 

governor Richard Riley as U.S. Secretary of Education.

"Richard Riley is a superb choice," said Samuel C. Sava, NAESP's executive 

director. "As governor of South Carolina, he was a giant step ahead of the 

nation in education reform. He did his homework, found the resources, and got 

the results. Under Riley, support for public education skyrocketed and test 

scores followed."

Years before the report A Nation at Risk took the nation's schools to task, 

Riley led a grassroots movement to reform South Carolina's public schools, 

culminating in the comprehensive Educational Improvement Act of 1984. This 

innovative five-year plan, fully funded by a Riley-initiated hike in sales tax, 

has raised the state's educational accomplishments significantly at every level, 

Sava said.

From the perspective of the elementary school principal, Riley is an 

excellent choice, says Sava, because he understands the intricacies of education 

finance and the importance of elementary education, as demonstrated by South 

Carolina's emphasis on building a strong foundation in the early grades.

"We welcome him to Washington," says Sava. "He's already proven that he's a 

strong partner in the principal's office. We look forward to working together to 

assure that every child in the nation receives the best possible education."

Established in 1921, the National Association of Elementary School

Principals serves 26,000 elementary and middle school principals in the United 

States, Canada, and overseas.

;.. .
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Not,onol Assoc,otion of 
Elementary School Principals 
1615 Dul<e s::ee· 
Alexandria. VA 22314-3£:53 

Contact: June Million 
703-684-3345

Principals Challenge Congress to Increase Education Funding 

ALEXANDRIA, VA--June 28, 1994--The National Association of Elementary 

School Principals today urged the U.S. Senate to restore 1995 federal education 

funds slashed last week by the House Appropriations Committee. 

"Goals 2000 becomes Mission Impossible if education funds aren't increased 

significantly," said Samuel G. Sava, NAESP's executive director. "And, as usual, 

those who will suffer the most are children who are disadvantaged, rusabled and 

who need special services." 

In May, in an effort to improve American education on all levels, Congress 

adopted a budget resolution that recommended sufficient funds to maintain 

existing services and initiate new programs, inclurung the Goals 2000:Educate 

America Act. 

In June, however, the House Appropriations Committee cut President 

Clinton's recommended $1.7 billion increase by two-thirds, to $568 million. This

means that the programs ad.ministered by the U.S. Department of Education 

would be funded at or below the projected rate of inflation, woefully inadequate, 

according to NAESP, to implement the improvements called for by Congress. 

"Congress is passing laws that will improve education, but not allocating 

the money to make it happen," said Sava. "And America's most vulnerable school 

children suffer the consequences. 

"We're counting on the Senate to restore the critical funrung we need to 

make education reform a reality." 

The Senate Labor/HHS/Education Appropriations Subcommittee will 

consider its education funding levels on July 15. 

# 

Established in 1921, the National Association of Elementary School Principals 
serves 26,000 elementary and middle school principals in the United States, 
Canada, and overseas. 



NAESP PRINCIPALS' OPINIO'.'.' SURVEY 

Federal Education Policies 
Results �•s•d on 880 res,ons,s. 
Percent�g•s rounded to nearest d�gic. 

The c:lection of Governor Clinton u President will proba!>ly change some: i:d:ri.l 
policies on K-8 education. In order 10 represent you and the profession an Wl.Sh• 
ing1on. we would Ii.kc your opinion on proposed Clinton policies, u well as your

news on P:-csident Bush's and Governor Clint0n ·1 past policies. 

PLEASE RESPOND AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! 

What is your opinion of these proposed Clinton policies? 

I. Allow pltcnu t.o choose lhe public school !heir children a!W\d, a..s long a..s accept• 
able rlCia.l bl.l:incc is maintained. 

2. Fully fund Heid Swt to provide pre.school for every at-risk child.

J. L1sc Cnlptcr I funding t.o ,quali:, spending for a1l disuicu. 

�- Estlblish pll'Cnt-cducation programs. 

5. O((cr cor:lprchcruivc prcn:ll.JJ. m:itcmal. and child hel.lth care co assure tl'ul a1l 
cluldrcn en1:r school ready 10 le;im. 

6. Suppon J family and medical lcJve ac1. enabling pltcnu IO l.lk.e wipaid lelve in 
CJSC of family cmc11cncy wilhoul losing lhcir jobs. 

1. Won: for tougher enfon:.cmenl o( child-arc sWl<brds.

8. Esublish u., relief for families with childrcJ'I. S\lCh a..s crc.d.iu for cttild �-

9. Esllblish rucionwide educJ.tion su.ndards in core Sllbjccu. so 1.tW all K·& schools 
worlc coww I.he same basic curricul.11 goili.

10. Create a n:icionll aucssmenl system bucd on these sW'lcwt!.s. 

11. lncreuc dfon.s co bring d.i.ublcd c:J\.ildrcn into regular c.Jusn>oau.

12. Reduce clus size in e.ll1y elc.mc:nwy �-

13. L.1W1ch .1 .. Slfc Schools l.n.itiJ.tive .. with fc:dc� a.ssisW'ICe LO help with S\JCh 
m:l.Surcs as m:ntoring and outn3Ch prorn,ms. hiring of sccuriry pcMMc:I. �d
1ns1.ll!Jtion o( mcul detect.ors. 

I�. Ptuc .1 proicssional counselor in every elemcnwy school. 

15. Permit altcnulive certific.ation for iuchcrs. so that schools can hire candidltcs
lacking majon in education. but dc..sirable in other respccu. 

16. f'rovijc "dil'fcrcntial pay·· to &ancl tu.Chen into specific currio1fat ··shorugc
asu.f· (e.g .. m1lh. sdcncc.s) or disucs.sed urt:,an and Nral schools. 

17. El1.1blish a national boa.rd to recommend minimum professional tuchlng SWldan!s 
(or .1.ll sw.c.s. 

IS. Suppon volu.n1.1ry school prayer in ··noncocrcive·· scaings. 

What is your opinion o( these past Bush and Clinton policies? 

19. Bush: Suggested providing low• and midc!le-income parcnu with S 1.000 vouchers 
10 c�tcnd choiu programs co include: private and rcl.igious schools. 

20. Bush: Suggested providing feden.J funds to create SJ5 innovative .. 1'ew A:Dcric;in 
Schools ... one in uch Con�sional disuict. 

11 Bush/Ointon· Set achievement SWldard.s for a1l scudenu to meet by the yeu 2000. 

11. Oin1on: Required l.1.1 Arl:.an.su te:1chers 10 pass a buic c.ompcr.c.ncy LCJL 

,. 
_J Oint�n: Required sl.lte co issue a yc..1rty ··rcpon c:.11tr· on the schools. 
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Notional Association of 
Elementary School Principals 
1615 Duke $tree: 
Ale.(ondria. VA 2231Ll-3483 

Contact: June Million 
703-684-3345

School Principals Support "Educate America" Act 

Alexandria, VA--April 22, 1993--The National Association of 

Elementary School Principals (NAESP), representing 26,000 members 

nationwide, is pleased to add its support to Goals 2000: Educate

America Act. 

From the perspective of the school principal, this 

legislation would give significant opportunity for the school 

staff, the principal, and the community to adjust federal 

programs to improve education in the way that makes sense in 

their community. Based on national standards, education 

improvement plans would be developed and put into action by those 

who work closest to the students. 

•Goals 2000 begins to give our principals flexibility

they've never had with federal mandates,• said Dr. Samuel G. 

Sava, NAESP's executive director. •They will be able to direct 

the resources to the place where they are needed the most. And 

the Act allows funding for the professional development that all 

educators need to reform and restructure a school program.• 

Goals 2000 is squarely based on the six National Education 

Goals that were developed nearly four years ago at the governors' 

education summit. However, these goals have yet to be addressed 

by federal legislation. 

•Principals have begun to wonder whether it will be the year

2000 before Congress joins the governors' commitment to our 

national goals,• said Sava. •we encourage Congress to give full 

consideration to this education legislation.• 

Established in 1921, the National Association of Elementary 

School Principals serves 26,000 elementary and middle school 

principals in the United States, Canada, and overseas. 
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nationwide for Goals 2000. which was
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Published io serve elementary and middle school educators 
by the National Association of Elementary School Principals

Funding Schedule Set
Although the standards and other 

retorm measures in the Act aren't manda­
tory. schools that plan to implement them 
could be considered for federal grants, to 
be awarded to the states over the next five

Volume 18. NuniOer I 
September /99-

proclamation of support and the Goals 
2000 in his address to NAESP's State 
Leaders Conference this summer. 

"Goals 2000 is a remarkable piece of 
legislation." he told state leaders. "For the 
first time in the nation’s history, we have a 
catalyst—a law that passed with bipartisan 
support, and the backing of teacher, 
parent, and administrator groups."

F
v /
//
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nee again, we see the 
nation's principals in the 
vanguard of advocates for 

students." said U.S. Secretary of Educa-

• - > <

begins October I). between S360.000 and 
510 million will be awarded to states, 
depending on their population of school­
age children. Forty percent of a state's 
allocation may be used for administrative 
expenses, while 60 percent must be 
funneled directly to school districts.

As Communicator goes to press, only 
Hawaii and Michigan are slated to receive­
funds. At least 17 other states have applied 
and are likely to receive grants this fall. In 

continued on page 6

. .classroom for one year. (Previous’!;^.'.; 
jA-i

-•i-days.)'
Sr**-' ' The same

U.S Secretary ol 
Education flicnard 'N 
Pliley (left) accepts me 
proclamation of support 
for Goals 2000 from 
NAESP Past Presicent 
Sandra Ann Lawrence 
and P'esident Fred 
drown. Tnis fail, everv

science, foreign language, the arts, 
, /• c<v'cs. and economics, and

encourages schools to use new assessment 
__ A.-MS-/-: {ools

Terry Peterson, special counsel to 
Secretary Riley, praised both NAESP's

ft

eight national education goals—on school
readiness, high school completion, subject years. During the next fiscal year (which 
matter proficiency, teacher education.
math and science achievement, adult
literacy, safe schools, and parent involve­
ment. It also sets voluntary "content

. .‘SPECIAL INSERT

Study Skills 
y4’\:iMaleriais

elementary ano mpc 
school principal in me 
country will receive a 
copy of the procla­
mation— along witn a 
poster on the natior.a' 
eoucanon goais

r

Educate America Act. "The principals' 
call is one that should be heeded by 

L.^measures allow principals tdi^-^ys everyone concerned with America's 
^'suspend,- for up to 90 daysj special-^v! future."

■ The proclamation was drawn up by

F •
j -

L?.'Congress to include wording toFc^S;;
rh9( ,h<. rhiW,,,, IH'V CI _ .... ........................ -- ----------- ----

^.-.continue to receive the special^^'^ standards" for English, history, math, 

^education sen-ices they needscience, fo":— '---------- ------

g;Mr. Rogers,-For Keepsg®

participating in the National School^ 
Lunch Program must reduce'the fat CH 

' ■ l: •"-.j 
continued on page 6

........................................................................
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- Educators may-now.tape'severai-'  ̂

• ongoing series on PBS—including 
^Ghostwriter, NOVArNature'v,. 
^'e^n 'A APP‘‘- The Ameri'can^^

tfSS®
Early last month, the Seoatp^j^^z

.?y.’:passed two amendments to
Eiementary and Secondary.^^^i tiOn Riley as he accepted NAESP's 

..Education Act (ESEA) proposedproclamation supporting the Goals 2000: 
:by Senators Slade Gorton (R-WA).-.-...-4;

iv. and Jim Jeffords (R-VT). Th<^i»gA<
nllriti/ nrinrinnlc 4-* ’i.j

Principals Pledge Support for Goals 2000

Ev. education children, who .bring

> Individuals'with Disabilitiesi;Ft*i^

■jt Education Act (EDEA)."which;isuP.^^ signed into law by President Clinton on 
for reauthorization next yeaj£$uc^*i.5 March 31. 1994. The law spells out the 

^students may be removed -«----- ■'-----------------------
fef-i classes for only ten days'’-^'^^^

ST'-f- In supporting the stopgap^S^j

amendments, NAESP urged
w’/Congress to include wording to jt^f;

assure that the children would '.'-.V j

^•.;

f-
.1*

^weapons to school:.Under the^^sj NAESP to rally support of principals 
•>-f .............. •

^amendments, NAESP urged

ongoing series on PBS—inciuding^-- : 
Ghostwriter NOVA ■ Nnturef'tmFdf^d/-j

c-.-.:.experience, jvuster tsogers
Neighborhood,'Reading Rainbowf^i 

^and Where in the World Is Canrie^pi

Sandiego?—and use them in theT&S,1 

rights extended.only for seveh

i .it jau.e applies for PBSl'twd^?^ 
new weekJy'science' series, furure^fe' 

i-.y.Quest and The Magic'School
-■ft ft ; ;,' kfeO 

Reinventing Lunch;

dT- trimming the fat: By 1998. schpol^^
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Goals 2000

National School Lunch Program. -
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Need advice from your colleagues? 
Send "Co-Op” items to Communica­
tor. NAESP. 1615 Duke Street. 
Alexandria. VA 223I4-34S3; fax to 
(703) 548-6021; or call editor Betsy 
Berlin at (703) 684-3345.

tcro.icr
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Multiage Mania
Principal Arlene Hoffman would like to 

hear from districts that have multiage

Happy Birthday
Center Road School will turn 25 this 

year, and principal Dave Engelson is 
looking for ways to celebrate. Send ideas 
(and birthday cards from your school to 
his. which his students are collecting) to 
him at Center Road School. 20 Center 
Road. Vernon. CT 06066: or call (203) 
872-9143.

By the Rules
Principal Gerald Hunt is updating his 

Pre-K-5 school’s discipline policy for the 
school handbook, and would appreciate 
samples from other schools. Send to Hunt 
at 2739 Campbell Road NW, Albuquer­
que. NM 87104.Parent Input

Principal Marilyn Hagen would like 
samples of parent surveys seeking input
on multiage grouping and/or repon cards
for multiage classes. Send samples and

suggestions to Hagen at Edgenon Elemen- classrooms or groupings. She is interested 

in why and how you tried the approach, 
and in any assessment/evaluation docu­
ments you use. Send to Hoffman at 
Montebello Elementary School, 52
Montebello Road. Suffern, NY 10901.

Dedicated Dads
The Families and Work Institute is 

conducting a national search to identify 
programs and projects aimed at getting 
and keeping fathers and other men

Bus Line Busters
How do you keep your bus dismissal 

area quiet and orderly1 Do you show 
videos? Pipe in music1 Have a read-a- 
book plan1 Principal Alice Biueglass has 
350 children lined up at bus dismissal, and 
would appreciate any suggestions. Send to 
Blueglass at Liberty Elementary School. 
142 Lake Road, Valley Cottage. NY 
10989.

."z-

(continued from page 1)

FY95, the pot promises to be even bigger: 
the House and Senate expect to allot 
around $400 million, and in FY96
President Clinton is recommending over
SI billion. According to the law. local 
districts must receive 90 percent of this

You’re Invited to Contribute!
NAESP’s educational products center 

is gathering (1) samples of elementary and 
middle school repon cards and (2) 
samples of letters principals send to 
parents (congratulatory letters, letters 
asking for volunteers, about new school 
policies, etc.). Materials will be compiled 
in collections and offered to NAESP 
members through the Association’s 
educational products center.

Principals who contribute will receive a 
free copy of the entire collection. Send to: 
Jim Gandorf, Educational Products 
Manager, NAESP. 1615 Duke Street. 
Alexandria. VA 22314-3483.

s:.' time. (A recent USDA study found, J

• :• 
■ . V .• -

Dietary regulations have riot . .-..- 
been changed since 1946, when 
President Truman instituted the 'riCx

involved in caregiving a-J the n.r.-rmg 
of children. If you know of private ; 

government agencies, businesses. 
foundations taking a "life-cycle” a 
that addresses men s responsibili:.
throughout pregnancy, childbirth, pater­
nity establishment, and the child's entry to 
school, the Institute would like to hear 
from you.

Write to The Fatherhood Project, c/o 
the Families and Work Institute, 330 
Seventh Avenue. 14th Floor, New York. 
NY 10001; or fax to (212) 465-8637. 
Please provide a contact’s name, title, 
address, telephone, fax, and a brief 
description of the program, project, or 
person. For details, call (212) 465-2044.

tary School, 100 Elm High Drive,
Edgenon. WI 53534; or call (608) S84- 
9402.

COOP

etfon to submit a reform plan to the 
federal government—and they will 
allocate the money the state receives.

Above all," McConnell says, "make 
sure state and district officials know the 
innovative things your school is doing to 
improve education—and have specific 
ideas about how you'd spend reform 
money."

The U.S. Departmem oj Education has 
produced a video to help principals build 

support among teachers, students, 
parents, and the community for Coals 
2000 and education reform in general 
The video features Secretary tiilcy. tut 
Superintendent oj the Year, me Tcacr.er oj 
the Year, and Patricia Henley. 199-1 
National Distinguished Principal from 
Missouri. For a free copy, call 1-800- 
USA-LEARN. A

and saturated fat
’.y percent of calories, over a*week’s~,'\-'‘

s'.T.tijnc- (A recent USDA study found ,'J
^. .that only'l percent of schools';^!;:’;

.^’currently comply with these money (10 Perccnt rna>' bc devoted to
gguidelines-0 New OSDA'hDesiisW-i administralive c°s's)-

.relax some o( the paperwork'-/*1;: ?.^. :"’

L.-.

software for nutritional analysis.':; "< lhe iniPortant rolc elementary and middle

requirements'of the meals prb-;^-Yv; Thc Pr'"eipal’s Role
gram, and encourage the use of '.. ^ally McConnell. NAESP’s new 
federally-approved computer . ' - director of status and advocacy, stresses

ot ■ ■ school principals play in Goals 2(X)0
reform. Her advice to principals: "Worx 
with your district to be on the planning 

n team that will submit reform plans to the
. . state. If possible, develop a relationship 

with your state’s governor and chief state 
school officer. They will lead the state's
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1-800-38-NAESP (phone)

1-800-39-NAESP (fax) .

in call volume, the Association 
has also installed
voice messaging system to help 
members get the information they 
need quickly, and to serve as a backup 
to prevent callers from staying on hold. 
Anyone calling the new 800 number will 
be prompted to connect with Membership 
Services. Educational Products. Conven­
tion Registration, Convention Information, 
or they may speak with the headquarters 
operator. As part of the new system. 
NAESP staff members now have voice 
mailboxes, so that callers can leave 
detailed messages.

If you live in the Washington. DC. 

metro area—or don’t mind the long­
distance charges—never fear: the ’ old" 
NAESP numbers. 703-684-3345 (pnone. 
and 703-548-6021 (fax) are still in 
operation. 4.

for them pick up the phone and communi­
cate with us. in a timely way, at no 
additional cost to them.”

To accommodate the expected increase

ou asked for it. you got it: 
members can now call NAESP 
headquarters without payine 

long-distance charges.
In October, NAESP installed two toll- 

free numbers, I-8OO-3S-NAESP (phone) 
and 1-800-39-NAESP (fax). The tele­
phone number is Staffed weekdays from 
9:00 a m. until 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time: 
however phone messages can be left and 
faxes can be sent 24 hours a day.

The Association added the toll-free 
service after surveys of NAESP members 
and state affiliates showed concern over 
the rising cost of long-distance calls. 

“We arc a service organization, 
committed to helping our members save 
time and money on their professional 
development needs," NAESP Executive 
Director Sam Sava told Communicator. 
"We didn't want members hesitating to

. e * ‘

' w

Blue Ribbon Bravo
Representatives of the 1994 Blue Ribbon Senpais

; ; ceremony held on the White Rouse's South Lawn Sharing the ca:s wch Presioent S:‘
continued on page 2 • n ^resliaen'Al c°re' ‘;n° coucanon Secretary Ricnaro Ruey is Missour.

’ ' ' pnncpsl Pat Henley, one of six Blue Riboon Scnool winners who are also 1994 \sticra

T-'despite comparably high poverty 
rates and scanty schoof resources;-', 
says a ncw study. The Condition of-. 

.Education in Rural Schools, ' 
... released earlier this year by the U.S. 
^.Department of Education, notes that 
A', the 6.9 million students living in v 
T rural communities fare close to the?.; 
• .national average on standard 

assessments. In general, the study 
found, rural schools face growing 
poverty, declining resources, less 

^'■■ experienced staff, and low student 
aspirations—but compensate with a. " 

,}.; ■. climate that encourages a' sense ofTf- -

-. - - •

... ..■ • . •

^Country Pride
t'X-'v' The nation's rural students '’ -. a'; 
^■ outperform their urban counterparts,

-■ enrollment jump in special educa-i'-l; 
tion. the largest increase since

■••f";-?-' ' ■ - Tr ■* s‘.•3 ;t,.? ; ,A;,

-In Brief i
■■■■■■■ • -

:■■■ :’•••.■ t 
■■■ •

id ~ •jr.'.i'Z'G-'i'yii

Gets Graded>£$£££ 
''M ■ •• Empowering principals and m/HMc 

teachers’to run their own schoolsyi^y- 

'/ inspires innovation but maymbt:;^:/<

•J--.'enrollment’data. Nearly 5.2 niillidri;,Tx 
students from birth to age 21 were;.':.-;- 

•q*. enrolled in special education ■4'

San Diego 

Convention
■ •

Communicator

?■

• > r'T-The number of children withSrit: ^.

belonging, high attendance,'and?.>;(’-'; "We didn’1 want members hesitating to
•'-■■'extracurricular participation'^ J??-■ cal1- The new 800 numbers make it easy 

. •• . :z-,- (--■<-------

:C Special Ed Numbers Up-;
■ - • ...

JciEdisabilities-wbo receivespecial^j^T.S 
Ti' services at school continuesj.to

- . grow, according to the latest

rii/says a two-year federal study of 
’ •ni..--' .-1', •.

^'.programs in 1992-93, a 3.7 percent^v

Z ’ Last year, the U:S. Department of
Education reported a 3.9 percent';,^.','J

A,
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A New Year, a New Administration

In Brief What’s Ahead for Educators?

w
stud

5.> percent of the vote. Another ranking

tr.ernoer on this committee. Bill
continued on page 2

continued on page 3
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Landmark Year Ahead 
"This will be a hie xear for educa­

tion. says Keller. The Elementary ano

Number One Excuse
It s not the flu, or sore throat, or 

even the common cold: it's asthma 
that's the top cause of student 
absences.

According to new U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC) 
statistics, asthma causes 10 million 
missed school days a year. The 
number of children with the 
condition rose from 3.2 percent in 
19SI to 4.3 percent in 19SS— 
possibly due to energy-efficient

wiih

■

hen Bill Clinton takes office 
later this month as the 42nd 
President of the United

States, he'll have K'AESP and most ot the 
nation's other education associations 
solidly behind him.

"We're delighted to have as Chief 
Executive a man who believes so deeply 
that America's economic tomorrow must 
be created in the nation's classrooms 
today," N'AESP Executive Director Sam 
Sava wrote in a congratulatory letter to 
Clinton the day after the election.

As governor of Arkansas for 12 years. 
Clinton made education a top priority. He 
worked to reorganize the state's school 
finance system after the Arkansas
Supreme Court declared it unconstitu­
tional in 1983. Clinton's initiatives 
included higher teacher salaries, smaller 
class sizes, teacher competency tests, 
high student achievement standards, and 
one of the first public school choice 
programs in the nation. As a member of 
the National Governors' Association. 
Clinton played a leading role in crafting 
the National Education Goals.

What will Clinton do at the federal 
level for education.’

According to N.AESP Deputy Execu­
tive Director Ed Keller. Clinton is like!) 
to act early on full funding for Head 
Start, as well as a new college aid 

formula that includes public service (see 
"Capitol Comments." page 4).

"We're also enthusiastic about the 
etlect that the economic stimulus package 
Clinton proposed dtirine the campaisn 
will have on schools." says Keller. "We 
hope the new Administration will agree 
that renovating schools is just as impor­
tant as fixing potholes."

few?

>We«nsert
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Veterans and Rookies 
In Congress, virtually all the major 

players in education policy and fundme 
were reelected—-many by narrow mar­
gins.

Representative William Ford (D-Mi; 
chairman of the House Education and 
Labor Committee, won a close race 

3.7/ Clinton, together with NAESP
Executive Director Sam Sava, at the 
Association's 1991 Federal Relations 
Conference in Wasnmgton, DC. Clinton 
sooSe on school readiness initiatives ano 
tne national education goals.

Secondary Education Act [ESEAj is up 
for reauthorization, and it will take a new 
spirit of cooperation to assure education 
receives the funding it deserves."

Along with ESEA and increased 
funding, national standards and assess­

ment are critical education issues facing 
the 103rd Congress. The private school 
choice debate, however, is likely to take a 
back seat on Capitol Hill, shifting instead 
to state and local levels.

They Mean Everybody
A new report released by the 

National Association of State 
Boards of Education (NASBE) 
calls tor sweeping changes in the 
education of disabled students.

Rather than mainstreaming, 
which usually means disabled 

its spend part of their days in 
. regular classrooms. NASBE 
advocates /i/f inclusion, where 
disabled students arc taught in 
regular classrooms all day. Special 
education teachers would team­
reach or provide support in other 
ways for students with special 
needs.

The report, entitled ’'Winners 
All: A Call tor Inclusive Schools," 
also promotes linking special and 
general education funding, as 
current funding formulas pit 
special and general education 
advocates against each other. It 
urges state boards to foster partner­
ships and joint training for general 
and special educators.

Copies of the repon are SlO 
from NASBE, 1012 Cameron 
Street. Alexandria. VA 22314; 
(7031684-4000.
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Bonds. Amendments Pass
Overall, education measures fared well 

in the November election, with school 
improvement bonds passing in several 
states, including California and New 
Mexico. But other states, such as Idaho 
and Colorado, either capped or voted 
against higher taxes for education.

In Colorado, voters also defeated a far- 
reaching school choice initiative that 
would have allowed vouchers to be u>ed 
at private schools and for home school-

i

Goodling (R-PA). won a closely watched 
three-way contest with 45 percent.

"We'll have experienced members ol 
Congress back on these imponant 
committees." says Keller. "That’s 
comforting in a year when we’ll be 
rewriting education legislation."

Another plus for education: 14 of the 
120 new members of Congress have 
professional ties to education. According 
to Congressional Quarterly, nine are 
college administrators or instructors, four 
are teachers or retired teachers, and one is 
director of a foreign student exchange 

program.

ing NAESP's Colorado affiliate cam­
paigned actively against the measure

Although most Illinois voters agreed 
that taxes should be raised and redistrib­
uted to make education a "fundamental 
right," the concept didn't have the two- 
thirds majority needed to amend the 
state’s constitution. A
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*UKH H it. !993 —— UN Fli.NCiSeO. U

!
i
I

i/.
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Consider Becoming a Trainer

Free School-Age Child Care 

Workshop in San Francisco
N.AESP members have a great oppor­

tunity to broaden their skills jus: prior to 
NAESP’s tumual convention m March: 
experts will teach them to teach others 
the basics of >chool-.ige child care. As 
families look to vchooK for help in 
before- and after-school care. NAESP 
wants its membership to be ready to

1 - C •- 
,W£--’

Special thanks to the NAESP Resolutions Committee, chaired by President-elect 
Sandra Ann Lawrence, which developed the proposed resolutions for the 1993 
convention in San Francisco (resolutions appear on pages 6 and 7). Seated. L-R: Grace 
Jones. Reading. PA: Sandra Ann Lawrence. Iowa City, IA. Standing. L-R: Steve 
Sprunger. Ind'anapot-s. IN: Oommic Pataaeoto. Woodnaven. Ml: Nicholas Gledich. 
Windermere. FL: Ann Fagundes. East Provicence. Rl; Donald Graham. Derwood, MD. 
Linda Childers. Springdale. AR; Darrell Rud. Billings. MT; and John Richardson Port 
Orchard. WA.

I-uncled through Grants

Thanks to grant funding, the Wellesley 
Schooi-Age Child Care Project and 
NAES? are able proside free registra­
tion. materials, lodging, and meals lor a 
two-day " ( raining of Trainers" work­
shop. Friday. March 26. and Saturday. 
March 27. 1993 in San Francisco.

Participants will learn how to conduct 
one- to four-hour presentations on:

• identifying goud before- and after­
school programs

• starting a program
• improving an existing program.

Applications Due Inimediately
Attendance is limited to 50: principals 

must have direct school-age child care 
program experience. For an application, 
call Meme Hahn. Director of Program 
Administration at NAESP. (703)684- 
3345. or write to her at NAESP. 1615 
Duke Street. Alexandria, VA 22314- 
3483. ~
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T 
he I O-l1h Congress lJkes office
on January 4. launching a 1ime of 
greJl ch:inge on Capitol Hill. Al 

this writing. ideas. plans, and rumor) are 
circulating throughou1 mc:tropolitan 
Washington about the size and makeup of 
congressional commiuees, who will (or 
won·t) emerge JS bipanisan leaders, and 
what might h:ippen with \'artOus issuc:s. 

The incoming Speaker of 1hc: Housc. 
:--:e\q Gingrich 1R-GAJ. h;b pledged 1h.11 
"i1h1n 1hc firs1 I 00 d;iys of Congr6�. 
there will be: \ 01es on the ten bills mc:n• 
tioned in the Republic;ins' Con1r:ict Wi1h 
America. 

PlentJ' of Changes 
Some of 1he things 1h:it have long bc:c:n 

1ou1ed by conserY:iti\'es-a b:1lancc:d 
budgc:1 amendment. vouchers 1ha1 would 
divcn public educJtion fun�s 10 pn\':lle 
:ind p:irochi:il schools. incrc:i�ed reli:ince 
on block gr:inu ins1ead of funds for 
individual programs-are likc:ly 10 be 
\'Ored on early in 1hc: nc:w Congress. M:iny 

In Brief 
Continued from page .I

from S3.50 10 S2.95. (The hourly r:11:: 
a;:,plies :ifrc:r the firs1 fi"e hours of use, 
which ;ire includc:d in 1he S9.95 monrhly 
charge.) Free sof1ware, including 1en free 
hour!, of connect time. is s1ill available for 
principals who \,an1 10 explore NAESP '� 
1'a1ion;,I Pnnci;,;ilf Cen1er Online:. C;,11 
1-800-827-6364. eXI. 9607.

Fat Kids 

The Center for Heahh S1:Hisucs rc:pom 
1h:i1 21 percenl of :ill youngs1ers bc1ween 
ages 12 :ind 19 :ire overwe1gh1-20 
percen1 or more: above their de�irable 
...,eight on s1andJ.rd ...,eight tables. 

The Center annbu1c:s the high percent­
age. which 1s a ;ump of 6 percent since 1he 
late: '70s. 10 iau� foods. too much TV. and 
··a seden1ary lifestyle th:it favors computer
games over act1\e spons:·� 

I / .- t --­
, ';, 

New Year, New Congress 
by Sally McConnell 

of these would take: money Jw.ty irom the 
public educ:11ion S)SIC:m. leaving nwny 
chi ldrcn without the: etluc::itional )en·1�·c,­
thc:y need. 

There arc also indications that Head 

Start and many 01her proven programs arc 
10 be studied for possible cuts or c:limma-
11on. In the Hou)C, thc:rc ;-.re plans 10 
eliminate: some commiuc:es and �ubcom• 
minces. and to reorganize 01hers. House: 
Republicans in1end 10 ren:ime the Educa­
tion ;ind Labor Commiuee 1he Economic 
;ind Educa1ion;il Opponunities Comm111ce. 

Look Oul ror lhe !-:ids 
Wh:ll do these 1h1ngs mean for 

NA ESP? They mc:Jn th,ll we mus1 be 
diligem Jbou1 pro1ect1ng 1he good things 
1ha1 Jre h;ippen1ng in c:duc:ition. Funding 
will be a m:ijor b�ule. Education and 
other domestic progr:ims usually suffer 

whc:n there,� a defense build-up. JnC )u.r. 
a build-up is expected. Eduo11on ,,·ail 
ha\'e 10 compete with mJn>· other 1r.1e:c,1� 
for scJrce federal dollars. Ii' s crucial for 
pnncip;ils and other educJ1ors 10 le1 policy 
makers know abou1 all 1ha1 is being 
accomplished in 1he na1ion·� school( Let 
them know what I) working ,n ycur ):.1,10! 
and how )OU mJl_e u)e or' ,he ieuc�::; 
:'•JnC:S �ou rece1\'I! 

Children, :'-01 Panil:� 
13cc:n"c: /\'AESP 1s a non;,.1n".,11 

Jssoc1a1ion . ...,c: ha\C con,1)lCntly \,o:,.::,I 
11,•11h membc:r) of bo1h mis;or pol111c:il 
p;inic.�. As Ion� Js we: keep 1hc rocu, .:,n 
)erving the 11,cds oi children. ,, c ,hou!d 
con1inuc 10 be well received 2nd ha\'e our 
views considered. Bu1 1hc:re uc some :lc:Jr 
d1fiercnces be1ween the Assoc1.111on · s 
posi1ions and those oi manr of 1hc: 
Rc:publ,can leaders rc:gJrd,ng 1).'iue, -i.:,t: 
as .�chool prayer. voucher). ::nd appro;:nJ• 
uons. :-iAESP will work. a� :ih, :iy,. 10 
assure th:it our lcgi,l,llive go:ils :.ire m::: 
and 1his n;ition·� children arc: pro"1ded 
...,1th 1he best pornble cduc.:?:ion . .::::. 

Sally McConnell 1s NAES?'s Q,,ec1or 
of Status and Advocacy. 

·. · TAKEACTION!· · · . ·

fB" Call, fax. or write to Presiden1 Clinton, urging him 10 make a real inves1men1 in 
education a priority in his Fiscal 1996 budge1 request and in his S1:i1c: of 1hc: 
Union Address. Mention your work as a principal and your membership in 
NA ESP. Here's how 10 addrc�:S a lcuer 10 the President: 

The Pres1den1 
The Whi1e House 
Washington, DC 20500 
Dear Mr. Prc:sideni: 

The White House phone number ,s (202) �56-14 I 4. 
The fa., is (202) 456-2461. (On America Online, type Keyword Whit� House.) 

[Msecome 1:ivolvcd rn l!le NAESP Fc:dc:rc1l Re1auons Ne1""ork! Wnte, call, or ru 
ithe NAESP Federal Relations Office wilh your name. acdress. phone (\�Ork 
and home). and fa:r. numbers. We'll make sure you he:ir abou1 icdcral aCllon, 
and how you can help. Call us at: 1-600-36-NAESP; or iax: 1-800-39-NAESP. 
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TAKEACTION!

Sally McConnell is NAESP’s Director 
of Government Relations.

(Please send NAESP copies of 
your letters.)

Learning SufTers
Researchers at Tufts University’s 

School of Nutrition have provided 
extensive evidence of the harmful effects 
of undernourishment on children's 
intellectual, physical, and social develop­
ment. According to the Tufts research:

• Undemutrition can permanently 
retard physical growth, brain develop­
ment, and cognitive functioning.

Ef lend your voice to the fight to 

preserve vital child nutrition 
programs! Let policymakers know 
how important the school lunch 
and school breakfast programs 
are to your students. Write to the 
congressional leaders listed 
below, urging them to keep the 
child nutrition programs intact, not 
putting them into a block grant and 
not cutting funding. Be sure to 
mention your work as a principal 
and your membership in NAESP. 
It’s important to act soon, because 
this bill is on a fast track.

(W1C). food stamps, and programs for the 
elderly—into a single block grant to 
states.

Total funding for these nutrition 
programs would be cut 5 percent ini' the 
first year of the block grant, with funding 
in future years increased only for popula­
tion growth and food price inflation. 
Estimates of the actual amount that would 
be cut range from SI 1 billion to SIS 
billion for the first five years. Any figure 
in (hat range would be extremely detri­
mental to efforts to end hunger.

ne of the bills associated with 
the Republicans’ Contract With 
America is the welfare reform 

bill, the Personal Responsibility Act 
(PRA). Although most of the publicity 
surrounding the PRA has focused on the 
idea of placing the children of some 
welfare mothers in orphanages, there is 
another section that would have a more 
direct impact on schools. That is the 
provision that would combine several 
food assistance programs—including 
school lunch, school breakfast, the 
Emergency Food Assistance Program 
(TEFAP). the supplemental nutrition 
program for women, infants, and children

Hungry Kids
For the first five years of the block 

grant, each state would be required to 
spend 20 percent of its block grant on 
school nutrition programs, but after that 
there would be no set-aside, and states 
could spend as little as (hey want. There is 
no guarantee of adequate spending to feed 
hungry children.

An additional concern is that putting 
the nutrition programs into a block grant 
would change them from entitlements— 
programs that must serve all who are 
eligible—to discretionary programs, 
which are subject to annual appropriations 
that Congress could set at any level n 
chooses. This means that in any given 
year. Congress could decide not to 
appropriate any funds for child nutrition 
programs. The Food Research and Action 
Center (FRAC) estimates that, even with 
the nutrition programs, some five million 
children under the age of 12 go hungry at 
some point each month in this nation. 
Cutting funds for hunger-relief programs 
would multiply that number.

Make Food a Priority
Many of the terrible effects of under­

nourishment can be alleviated by adequate 
nutrition. Children can be given another 
chance to reach their potential and thrne. 
but that depends on a real and permanent 
commitment on the part of Congre.vs to 
fund nutrition program^.

Collapsing nutrition programs into a 
block grant and cutting their funding is 
not the way to save federal money. The 
shon-term savings would lead to lone- 
term problems and mure costs in the end. 
NAESP is working to assure that the 
funding for nutrition programs will not be 
cut and the programs will be preserved as 
unique entities.

The Honorable Newt Gingrich 
The Honorable William Goodling 
The Honorable Charles Stenholm

When writing to these 
representatives, use the 
following address: (Name),
U.S. House of Representa­
tives. Washington, DC 20515.

The Honorable Robert Dole
The Honorable Nancy Kassebaum 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy

Write to these senators at the
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 
20510.

• The longer a child’s nutritional, 
emotional, and educational needs go 
unmet, the greater the likelihood of 
cognitive impairments.

• Poor children who come to school 
hungry perform significantly below non- 
hungry low-income peers on standardized 
tests.

• When children are chronically 
undernourished their bodies conserve me 
limited food energy available. Energy 
goes First to the major organs, next to 
growth, and only then to cognitive and 
social development.

The cost of hungry children to our 
nation is high and long-lasting. It leads to 
lost intellectual potential, lost productiv - 
ity, and lost drcams. Child hunger 
increases educational costs bccau 
children who do not get enough to eat .ire 
more likely to need special education 
services than are the well-fed. Under the 
block grant proposal, the funds lor 
nutrition programs might go to state 
agriculture or social services depurtm-.-nt' 
instead of the department of education If 
this occurs, the individuals in control oi 
the funds would not necessarily be 
sensitive to the relationship between 
nutrition and educational achievement

School Meals in Jeopardy?
by Sally McConnell
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TAKE ACTION!

term limits, but few want to be limned to 
their current term.

School Lunch Crunch
Some of the action has been particu­

larly onerous for education. For instance, 
the House Committee on Economic and 
Educational Opportunities has voted to

welfare reform bill, further reducing a 
funding level that school-nutrition experts 
have deemed inadequate.

0 Let your legislators know that 

you are opposed to any cuts In 
education funding. Bills moving 
through Congress would cut 
proven education programs, 
even as defense spending Is 
Increased and taxes on the 
wealthy are cut.

he I O4th Congress started with 
quick action on the first day, and 
the pace has not slowed. This is 

particularly true in the House, where 
Members are on track with their 100-day 
deadline to pass legislation associated 
with the Contract with America.

grant. As I indicated in February's 
“Federal Report." there are many reasons 
why this block grant is a bad idea. The 
plan leaves no safety net for times of 
recession, when demands on all nutrition 
programs would increase. There are no 
nutrition standards in the.block grant; the

Grass Roots Results 
The original version of the block grant 

bill included senior citizens’ nutrition 
programs authorized by the Older Ameri­
cans' Act. However, once word of this 
spread to members of various seniors’ 
organizations, calls and faxes poured in to 
Congress, protesting the idea. One 
congressional office received 500 phone

put school nutrition programs into a block calls. The result: seniors' programs were 
soon removed from the block grant.

This is grassroots power in action, 
exactly what it will take to achieve pro­
children victories in this Congress. Seniors 
vote, so Members of Congress listen to 
them. Children can't vote, so it's up to 
parents, principals, teachers, and others to

•r ■■

A Day with the Feds
Many people believe that Washington

is far removed from what happens in real
life. It's easy to fall into that kind of
thinking. But let me offer a little scenario.

Two siblings. Justin and Carrie,
awaken one morning to get ready for
school. They brush their teeth, rinsing
with water whose quality has been
guaranteed by the Clean Water Act. For
breakfast, they hase cereal and milk made get government off our backs 
safe through federal inspections.

Justin and Carrie’s parents drive them
to school on a highway built by the federal
government, in a car that meets federal
safety standards. In the car. the family
listens to National Public Radio. The
mother is a medical student whose
education is financed in large pan by
federal financial aid. The father works in a
computer firm that receives several federal Sally McConnell is NAESP's Director 

government contracts. of Government Relations.

with friends, some of whom .ire eating 
(free, or at a reduced price), the only 

ents. Many in Congress sing the praises of nutritious meal they will have that dav
After school. Justin and Carrie go to a 

day-care center until their parents can pick 
them up. The center receives federal 
financial assistance, so more staff can be 
hired and more children cared for Later 
that evening, the family settles dow n to 
watch a documentary about whale- on the 
local PBS channel. The children go to 
bed. w-earing pajamas made inflammable 
according to federal standards. Their 
father listens to a talk radio program, and 
calls his Representative the next ou> m 
say we should cut federal spending and

0 Pat yourself on the back If you 

have written to Congress In 
protest of the school nutrition 
block grant (or on any other 
topic). Several of you have sent 
me copies of your school meal 
letters, which provide eloquent 
testimony to the need for 
adequately funded federal 
nutrition programs. Thank you, 
and keep up the good work by 
urging others to write, call, or 
fax.

Don't mess with school lur.cn: With a t the 
bad press the nutrition block grant is
receiving, there is a real chance of 
defeating it, especially in the Senate.

At school. Justin, who is slight!}
dyslexic, receives extra assistance from a
teacher in a program authorized by the
Individuals with Disabilities Education

current school lunch program requires that speak on behalf of children to Members of Act (IDEA). The children enjoy a hot 
meals provide at least one-third of
children's recommended daily allowance
of vitamins and minerals. Up to 20
percent of funds could be transferred to
other block grants within the larger

A little extreme1 Maybe. But pernaps it 
will inspire you to add one more thing to 
an already packed schedule: a call to a 
legislator, a visit to his or her home office, 
or a letter. That one call, visit, or letter 
may be the one to influence someone to 
vote for a bill that helps children—or 
against one that does not.

La

Federal Government at Work for Families, Schools

Lunch and Other Real-Life Tales
by Sally McConnell

Congress in their home states and districts, meal at lunch, paying the full (federally 
The lobbying NAESP does on Capitol Hill subsidized) price. They banter at the table 
works best when it is backed up by
communication from you. the consutu-
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survey was released. "If we 
help parents get more 
connected to their children’s 
learning. 1 believe we will 
make good, steady progress."

. ■

reporting handbook; case
studies of communities that 
have been successful in 
reform; a resource directory of 
key education groups and 
suggested reading; and a
computer disk of all print materials for 
local adaptation.

The kit is S37 from the Government 
Printing Office, (202) 512-
1800. (Cite Community
Action Toolkit, stock number 
065-000-00680-4 when 
ordenng.) Text of the Goals 
report and the Community 
Toolkit is available on the

Internet at gopher.ed.gov or ftp.ed.gov. —
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Re«<iine»» down, and
• threats and injuries to 

students at school have decUned.
Several of the core indicators, however, 

reveal little or no progress
over the past four years, and 
are "cause for concern." 
according to the panel:

• high school completion 
rates are unchanged, at 86 
percent.

• there is still a large gap in preschool 
participation between children from high- 
and low-income families.

• African-American and 
Latino students have lost 
ground in math achievement, 
and

• tenth graders repon that 
their drug use is up.

The report identifies steps
parents can take to speed progress toward 
the goals, such as seeking early prenatal 
care; making sure children are immunized; 
limiting TV; monitoring
homework; and encouraging 
children to meet high
academic standards.

"The American people 
want their children to do
well in school." Education

he U. S. is inching closer to 
reaching the ambitious national 
education goals, according to the 

latest report of the National Education
Goals Panel.

Results of the panel's “education 
scorecard" for the nation and for each of 
the 50 states show modest gains in four 
areas since 1990:

• math achievement for fourth and 
eighth graders is up.

—rST------ • fewer infants are bom
with health and developmen- 
tai risks.

• student alcohol use is

25/Vew Info-files

o your students have atlases, 
encyclopedias, and at least one 
computer in their classrooms? 

Three-founhs of NAESP members 
answered "yes" to this question in a 
survey this past summer. But much of this 
equipment is aging: the average classroom 
atlas was published over five years ago 
(prior to the breakup of the Soviet Union); 
most encyclopedia sets are 10 years old 
(back when Ronald Reagan was just 
staning a second term); and the typical 
personal computer is five years old 
(before the machines were powerful 
enough to run today's newest software). 

Mailed to a random sample of 3,000 
members by NAESP and World Book 
Educational Products, the survey showed 
that most third- through sixth-grade 
classrooms are adequately equipped with 
basic learning and reference materials. 
Virtually all of the principals who 
responded said their classrooms have 
dictionaries, maps, and globes, and 
teachers have access to traditional audio-

Secretary Richard Riley told reporters at a visual equipment such as TVs, VCRs, and 
Washington press conference where the

■>>

Student
Achievement

Bringing the Goals Home 
In conjunction with its repon, the 

Goals Panel released a Community Action 
Toolkit to help citizens rally 
community suppon for school 
reform. The kit includes a 
step-by-step guide to gaining 
community suppon; camera- 
ready fact sheets; an audio­
tape with public service 

announcements; clip art; a local goals

School 

Completion

w
School*

unicator

Parent
krvoLcmerrt

. “Pl

Prafes eional
Development

Matn
Science

On the technology front:
• The student-to-computer ratio is 21 to 

I—ranging from a low of 17 to I for fifth 
grade to a high of 35 to I for sixth grade 
(The average class size in the survey was 
23.)

• Local Area Networks (LANs) connect 
computers in 40 percent of classrooms: 
the likelihood of being connected to a 
LAN increases in the higher grades. 
Thiny-eight percent of principals repon 
that their computers are connected to other 
district schools through a wide area 
network (WAN).

SPECIALINSERT
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Schools Take Aim at Toy Weapons 

E 
kmentary students---<ven 
kindergartners-in many schools 
.1cross the nation could be in big 

trouble if they bring squirt guns, c.1p guns, 
or play swords to school this 
fall. Under growing pressure to
pu1 a s1op 10 violence, districts 
arc: adopting .. zeru 1olcr.\nce·· 
pol1.:ic:s th:u bJn no< onl)· <he: 
reJl �lcCoy. bu1 1oy weapons. 
100. 

··Schools arc adopting these
poli.:ics 10 make sure children 
know from the start that we 
mc:Jn businc:.�s ... say� NAESP"s
president-elect Dominic 
Palnzolo. principal of Yake: 
Elementary in Woodhaven, Ml. 
Palazzolo. like most other• 
school leaders intc:r,·iewc:d by 
Comm1111icatur. sJys his di�trict 
leaves it up to the principal to 

A few districts, however, give princi­
pals liule t1exibility in the mauer. L:ist 
spring, a 7-year-old 80s1on girl and two of 
her friends were suspended for three day; 

for pl:iying with ii squirt gun on the bu.s. In 
Oak Park. IL, a third grader was sus• 
pended for IO days aftrr threatening 
another student with a cap gun. And 1n .:i 
widely publicized N.:ishville case. a 9-year­
old wearing a one-inch replica of a gun un 
J necklace was suspended for five days. 

. "Las< year, our school 
board passed a policy oi 
expulsion," says Alma PenJ• 
Sanchez. princip.il ot 
�lalabar Ekment:iry 1n Lo� 
:\ng::lc:s. ··1 still have t!1c.: 
option not to expel a 
scudenl. but I have to writ<.: .1 
memo 10 the supennter.cknt 
supporting 1hat rc:commcn• 
d,uion." 

Pc:na-Sanchez says mo,1 
of the s1udenl5 at her Prc-K-
6 school support 1he no­
nonsense policy. Last )·c::.:r. 
1he student council spon­
sored a toy '"capon "buy 
back" before school one 

dc:c1Jc whether to simply 
conri,cate the tuy and call J 
parent. or to t:ike the more 
drastic step of upulsion or 

Look familiar? Elementary and middle school :,r,nc,�a:s across 
the nation have confiscated toy weapons hke these from 
students for years. Now. ,n many distr,crs. pnnc,pals can go 
beyond a reprimand to sus;:,end the toy•tot,ng student 

morning. where children 
could e�ch.:ingc their gun., 
for cookies and punch 
Similar events hav: been 

suspension. 

; { ... ·... . .. . ·: .. ,. ··-: ... ·-·· ':' .. t'•�4'>;,• �:.·�-·.-..·,=.!
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.;-�-Back-to-Schqo!.SH.011,igryt __ o.�:e.�r�-�t�f:.:- · . -·;:?: ·· ·

-;;.=:�-_-Two federal de���-��:�get¥�p�\{fand:·tb�UDpo
rt;an

t role t!i�ft>lay in 
-:_:education this Septembcr:in· bi"c�ti>-scliool :missagcs:-:. •;,� · ·,; : .. · ·. �,�-� · . .. . . . .. •; .. · c.. ..• ;�•.,,. •. r· . ··' .. 
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·
.'.·Just before Labor Day; the J:?eparoiicoq,f-Agryculrure asked parents'to help 

<· schools serve healthier meals. ·A·fc-.v daysla·cer;·ihc Depanment of Ed�cation,
') .. - . . . 

along with NCPIE, the National Coalition"for Parent Involvement in Educa1ion 
(of w'bich NA ESP is a founding member). issued a nauon-

. wide'call for families to "rcconnee<'' with their children and
cd 

. . .; ... 
· 
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. Tl!e Agriculture Depastinent issued a Parent's Guide for 
Healthy School Meals to enlisc parents' help in getting the 
USDA's new school meals guidelines under way. Over the 
summer, Agriculrure Secretary Mike Espy announced 

··sweeping changes in the school lunch program, aimed at
· ·· ·:' rcd_u�i.og fat_-and se>4fum aod .�ffering more rege�bles,.

f_ . : .. _:). . ; ;' . . /:.:.;. · Conrinued:;;n page 7.. ·.:·· . 
.. . .. .l .'.:.':_·•,;: . _,. -· . .:_:�:.:· ·�-;.;·; . 

held 1n Bos1on .ind 
Hackensack, NJ.

A generation ago . .1dullS may have be::n 

puzzled by the iuss over toy wc:apon,. bu1 
today. many arc: speaking out agains< 
<hem. Recently, members of Congre». 
mayors, and even the Surg:on General 
ha,e denounced toy weapon; as chc.: r,,�1 
,tcp to1.1.·ard grownup violence. Carol 
Silverman Saunder;. in her new book Sa1i 
(!/ School (Frc:c: Spint Publishing/. ,ui• 
gem 1hat paren1s consider iorbidd1ng 1ncir 
children to plar with I0) guns ... \Vhile 11 "
true th.11 children will ·create:' gun, frn111 
Jlmu,1 :iny toy. ll 1s no1 ncccssa:y 10 hJ:id 
them look-:1ltkc:s of kdlin� machine:, ... 

"''file:� Sc1under, ··The ,amc: goc; t"or 
:!g:irc:t1es a,d aico/101. Lcw�g ch1:�r�-; 
p!Jy with toy c1�aret1es andior pr:1.:r.o 1,1 
get drunk 1s not appropr1a1: 11 )"Ou wd:11 10 
discourage smo,;1ng and dnnking:· 

Con1inued on page 2 



Coming to a Location Near You! 
NAESP, in cooperation 
with Phi Delia Kappa. is 
offering a variety of 
workshops for princi­
pals over the ne.:itl 
several weeks. To 

n:gister. or for more informa1ion, c:ill Phi 
Della Kappa .it 1-800-766-1156. 

Beyond Bribes and Threats (2 days) 
Pre�en1er: Alfie Kohn, :1u1hor of Punished 

by Rewards. which c:,.pl::iins how students ' 
academic pcrform:ince is hun by rcward 
systcms. Kohn i� a form.:r t.::ic:hc:r and 
author of s.:,·a:il books and .irticles on 
hum:in bcha"ior and educa1ion, including 
No Conti st: The Cast Against Competi­

tion. 

Nov 17-18 Southfield. Ml 

Teaching for �lultiple lntf;lligence.s 
(2 d::iys) 
Presenter: 0.3vid Lazear, one of a handful 
of practitioners working on classroom 
applic:llions of Howard Gardner's theory 
of multiple intclligences. L:izear is 
diree1or of New Dimensions' of Leaming. 
and also conducts workshops on coopera­
ti,·e le:imin5. c:<p:inding crea1ivi1y. and 
applying br:iin-m1nd research to daily life. 

Nov 1-2 Austin. TX 
Dcc 5,6 Philadelphia. PA 

Parents 
Continued from page 1 

fruits, and grains. Schools have until 1993

to comply wi1h the new school meal 
rcgul:l1ions. and the USDA hopes the 
Parc:ncs· Guide will help rally family 
support for the process. 

The Guide's ready-10-pho1ocopy tips, 
appropri.11c: for hanging on 1he refrigc:ra1or. 
include rccommend:irions for parents 10 
"Do Lunch with the Kids" :11 �chool :ind 
"Discuss Your Principles" abou1 nutntion 
with the principal. The guide will be 
dis1nbu1ed through 1hc: N.1tional PT A's 
27.000 chapters. and will be mailed 10 all 
NAESP s1.11e aftilia1es. Individual copies 
.ire avail.1blc from. T cam Nu1n11on. ) IO I 
Park Center Dn"e. Room !102. Ale,.andna. 
VA 22302. 

Octohn /QOJ 

Inclusive Classrooms (2 days) 
Presen1er: Dave Ebeling, veteran educa1or 
and author of Adapting Curriculum and 

Instruction in Inclusive Classrooms. 
Ebeling is a consul1ant to 1he Institute for 
the Study of Developmen1al Disabilitie�. 

Oct 25-26 Charloue, NC 
Nov 9-10 Carmel, IN 
Nov 17 Syracuse, NY (I dayJ 

Creative Connict Resolution ('1 d:iys) 
Presc:nters: Carol Lieber, 1c:acher and co­
founder of Crossroad\. J St. Louis urb:in 
indcpcndenl school. Lic:bcr is a �c:nior 
program associa1e for Educ:itors for Social 
Responsibility (ESR). v,here she conducts 
connict resolu1ion programs for both 
adults .ind siuden1s. 

William Kreidler, S:nior Connie< 
Resolution Associate at ESR 's National 
Center. Kreidler is author of £/tmtntary 
Puspterivts: Twching Concepts of Peace 
ond Conflict. 

Oct 27-28 South Bend, IN 
( Carol Lieber) 
Nov 3-4 Long Be.ch, CA 
(William Kreidler) 

Child Development Projtcl (I day) 
Presenter: Stefan Oas ho, senior s1.iff 
de,·elopcr of the Child Development 
Projec1. which .1im� 10 1ake research abou1 
how elementary-.ige children learn and 

Strong Families: Strong Schools 
Citing 30 years of research that shows 

parents' participation at school improves 
learning, Education Secretary Richard 
Riley launched a year-long family 
involvement ini1ia1ive on September 7. 
He urged parents to read to their children 
more, to make sure they auend school 
regularly, and 10 limit TV to two hours on 
school nights. 

Riley also asked 1cachers and princi­
p.ils to be more: wc:lcoming to families. He 
:idvoca1c:d a 1c:lephone 10 every U.S 
classroom, and urged c:duc:irors to 
elimina1e bafning Jargon. 10 reach our to 
f:imilies at convenient hour.�. and to U)C: 

technologies such JS voice mail and 
homework hotlin.:s 

The Secretary charged businc:h.:s 10 
rind w.1ys 10 help emplo:,-ec) give more 
au�ntion to children-through flc.tllm.:. 

deve!op---c1h1cally. \OC1al!y. and m::llec­
tuJlly-and 1ransla:: ll into a cornpr:hen­
sive, practical progra..,i for classroom. 
school. and home use. 

Nov 14 Phoenix. AZ

Nov 15 
Nov 16 

Houston. TX 
St. Louis, MO

Number Power (Gr. 1-6) (! day) 
Presenter: Laurel RoberlSon, Director of 
the Coopcr.11ive Mathematics Project. 
Robertson has 22 years e,.pcrience as a 
clas.voom teacher. St:lff developer. and 
curriculum developer. Her workshop. 
c.:osponsored by the Child Oevclopm::11 
Pro1ect. show� educaror.� how to introduce 
math to children through a real-world 
conte.:itt. 

Nov I 
Nov 2 
Nov 3 

Omaha. NE 
K:insas City. MO

Albuquerque, NM 

Reading, Thinking, end Caring (K-3) 
and Reading for Rul (Gr. 4-8) {I day) 
Presenter: Maryann Gatheral, elemen· 
1ary teacher and university professor. 
Gatheral is a reading consultant to state 
and loc:il organizations and a principal 
developer of the Reading for Re.11 and 
Reading, Thinking. and Caring-li1cra-
1ure-ba.sed programs wi1h an emphasis on 
)OCial skills. Cosponsored by the Child 
Development Project. 

Nov 7 Portland. OR (K·))
Nov 8 Ponland. OR (Gr. 4-8) 

on-site child care, and release time to visit 
school. 

A major focus of the Department's 
family initiative will be identifying and 
describing effective programs that connect 
fomilics and communities with schools. 
NAESP will continue 10 work closely w11h 
NCPIE and the Department of Education 
on this effort.� 

F ra copies uf tht Department of 

£d11catio11 ·s reuarcli report. "Strong 

Families. Stro11� Schools ... Clln be 

ob101ned by calli11g 1-800-USA­

LEARN. Fur more on tht 
Otpnrtment ·s ntw F am,ly /nit1at1ve. 
look for the t1rt1rlt! hy Si:cri:wry R,fry 

i11 tlrt November 1ssut of NAES P's 

Principal maga!111c.



. CAPITOL 
COMMENTS. 

A
s you start the 1994-95 school 
year. I :im beginning a new phase 
of Ii fe called retirement. II is as 

thrilling to me as that first day of school 
used 10 be. And I have to say. 100. 1ha1 
every year at NA ESP has had its own 
excitement. 

This ye:ir has been no di ffercnt for 
Congress. A greot deal of work has gone 
into the reauthorizotion of the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). 
Thanks to your suggestions and support, 
much ol what NAESP recommended 
:1pp<.1rs in the bill. It has been e.,citing 10 
p:1nicip:1te in th.: devdopment 01 th:11 bill. 
which will have o signiticant impact on 
children. families, and schools. 

Short on funds 
It has 1101 been very exciting to 

c.:011!-ider the prospects for federal funding 
of education. When the Budget Eniorce• 
mc:nt A.:t wJ.\ p;issed 

0

in 1990. it projected 
1ha1 savings would be made up in 1he "'out 
yc:ars'"-read th:it as .. ,acer." Well. later
h:is h:ippened-right now-and education 
is paying dearly for chat 1990 deal. 

When the Administration proposed its 
education reform measures (Goals 2000, 
the: Improving America· s Schools Act, the 
School-To-Wotk Transition Act, and 
others ). the media trumpeted the downing 
of effecti�·e. high-quality educ.ition in our 
nation· s schools. Bui the media forgoc to 
trump<t JU:il a, loudly 1n fan,r oi the funds 
needed co support tho�c reforms. 

Be Prcp;1recl 
Goals 2000 is alrc:idy l:iw. and the 

others are \Cry close to enactment. You 
h,l\c: µrob;1hly heard ch:11 Go:il.� ::!000 
r.:4u1r.:> c.\len:-1\ e plan111ng by �tatc::-. 
�chool d1scricb . .ind loc:il schools. Even if 
your ,;chool d1stnc1 docs not receive a 
Go:ils 2000 pl:inning gr Jot. you will st1II 
be: requ1rc:d 10 plan comprehensively b� 
Title One. P:irt A. and ocher components 
of th.: ESEA. othcrw1�r: kno"n as the 
lmprO\ ing Amc:rica·s Schools Acc. 

In 1ndu:-tr}. planning 1s a rc�ular ph:isc 
vi c,:\ cry proJect-ilnd pan of the budget. 
In all too many school districts. however, 

j 

Best Laid Plans 
by Ed Keifer 

planning is expected to be done at"cer 
school and on weekends. This will have to 
ch.inge under the new feder.il laws. 

Principals Up Front 
Where will principals be in the plan­

ning process? Hopefully. in leadership 
roles. But if the current compo.\ition of the 
stac.c Go:ils 2000 planning teams is any 
ind,cacion, chey will be spectators. not 
participants. 

Ac che end of May, the Department 01 
Education convened a meeting oi the Seate 
ceams to bricf lhem on how 10 secure 
Goals 2000 pl:rnning grant.�. Onlr rive 
state teams included an elementary school 
principal, one: of whom was there as state 
PT A president. 

Principals must do better than that! 
And you can. The opportunities are 

Lhcrc. Goals 2000 requires a great deal of 
involvement in planning-both in peer 
reviews of state plans. and in c.irrying 
them out. Principals. through the state 
associations. can be represented on sc:ite• 
level planning teams. And all of you 
should be invol"ed in prep.iring your local 
district and individual school pl:ins. 

The Bucks Slop 
All of this planning is focused on 

providing all children with the opportunity 

�. 
i.-

·

/· 
�- • .

:r .. 
·

co achieve world-class concenc 4nd 
performance mndards. Goals 2000 
endlessly calls lhe scandards "voluncar� 
ESEA never uses that word. making 
standards a required component of loca 
plans. 

To help accomplish all this. the 
Administration rcquesced a S 1.7 billior. 
increase in education funding. an amou 
viewed as the minimum for scan-up. 
Congress has proposed to approve less 
than 45 percent oi that request. 

Unless Congress reorders its priori1ic 
to support greater investment 10 edcc:it:. 
princip:ils will find the next �cvcral rc;ir 
exciting times indeed! 

Say Hello to Sally 
On another note, I'm pleased co 

introduce to you NAES P's new Dirccror 
of Status .ind Advocacy, Dr. Sally 
McConnell. Sally brings to us a strong 
education b.ickground. solid expcrience 
from her yc.ars as a Senate staffer. and 
recent associ;icion political service on th, 
Notional Educ.ition Associ.1t1on sc:iff. 
Sally will lead NA ESP' s fcder.11 rcl;ition. 
program very effectively . .=.

Ed Keller is NAESP's Deputy Execu­

tive Director. 

Ed Keller. wear,ng a ie, from tne Hawau oete9a11on. mtroaucecJ Sally McConnell a: 
NAESP·s Slate LeacJers Con1erence. Keller retlfes rn,s mcnif1 a;rer 19 years of serv,ce 
the Associauon; McConnell will head uo NAESP's government relations efforrs-ano w 
take over as contn!Jutor of Communicator ·s ·capitol Comments· column next rr.cntn 
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· . ·_CAPITOL. · 
. ;.COMMENTS·· Going for the Goals 

. . 

M 
uch 10 1he rc:lief of a number 
of se:1:i1ors who w:inted co get 
home for 1hc E:is1er recess, <he 

··Go:ils 2000: Educate Americ:i Ace"
fin:illy was passed. Much 10 1he relief of
1he Department of Educ;icion and the
<'ation.11 Educa1ion Go.1ls Panel. President
Clinton )i�ned 1he bill i1110 law before
April I. the de:idline after which no I 99�
funding would h:ive been av:iilable.

What Go:ils? 
According 10 :i recent sur\e:,,. 65

�rcent 0t' the public has no knowledge 
tha1 there il' a sci of national goals. let 
:ilonc wh:it 1hcy are. Now 1h:i1 1he na1ional 
go.11s-all eight of 1hc:m-h.1ve been 
coditied into fedcr:il l;iw. you c.1n be: sure 
th:11 :i 101 more people will become 

... 
. . . 

by Ed Keller 

familiar wi1h 1hem soon. 
Yes, there .1re eight goals. Congress 

took the six the governor� handed them 
and added two more: 1e.icher educa1ion/ 
profession:il development and p:irenc 
panicipa1ion. The eight goals (sa bo.c) 
make up 1he cir�, sc:c1ion of Goals 2000. 

l1's All Op1ion:-1I 
The next section of Goals 2000 cre;ues 

the Nation:il Educ:11ion Goals Panel and 
the Na1ion.1I Educ:icion S1andards and 
lmprovemenl Council. fl specific� the 
rolc:s of 1he)e groups in cs1ablishing 
voluntary con1en1. performance. and 
opponuni1y-10-leam standards-as well as 
assessmen1s. 

Vo/11ntnry is the critical word hc:re. 
Over and over. the word ··volun1ary·· 

: .. 

The National Educ�tion Goals 

By the Year 2���::: ·.
· It \� ··/ ·:

. ..... . : ·. . . . . ... ..... ., 
. :-�:·: ·_. ::�,t�t�.: ...

:..: . ·. ·- •,::: ...... . :".: •. �-· .. -,,. ..... .

_::.-. 

1. All children in America will start school ready to learn. :., . .-. 

2. The high school graduation rate will increase to at least 90 percent .

. 3. All students will leave grades 4, 8 ,  and 12 having demonstrated.
;:.; =::,.;.;.a· competency over challenging subject matter including English,
.:�,-:.;-,, ·.: .>" mathemati�; sc_ience; foreign_ languagestcivics and goiiemmen_t;, . · 
:\;>· :·-' 'i · : �conomics, · arts;· history; and geogr�p-�y:._.so [that stud�n.tsJ ·may_.

. 

�-.:,:· . -.· · be prepared fo(responsib!e citizenship; further leaming;,anc
f.:; .. .'·:. � ·;. 

productive emplpyment in ou(nation's modern economt:·:1·· .- -
. 
.-,

4. The nation's teachin'g force will have access to programs for.the ..
continued improvement of their professional skills and the opportu•

· .: .· :-. nity to acquire the knowledge and skills· needed to_'instruct _and . .
, :- . . . · prepare all American students.for the next century. ·J/ :;' :: .. ·.

:_,�:-· S. U.S. students will be first in the world in mathematics and science 
:�.- achievement. · .'. · · :-,. :•?.. 

· ·;-: •

6. Every-adult American will be literate and will possess the knowledge
and skills necessary to compete in a global economy and exercise 

• the rights and responsibilities of citizen�hip. :- --�-

�- •· 7.' Every school in America will be free of drugs, violence, and.the ·unau· 
thorized presence of firearms and alcohol, and will offer.a disci-. 

,;'.: · .'_ .. · ·: plined environment conducive to learning. . _;.;,
8. Every school will promote partnerships that will increase parental

involvement and participation in promoting the social, e_n:iotional, 

. ·.:. :,,�:::.•'
and academic growth of children. ·: ;- ---

. ; . .. ... 

appears in the law, an assurance 1ha1 thcr· 
is no intent 10 create n.11ional manda1ory 
�tandards (in essence. a na1ion:il curricu­
lum). 

Another key word 1ha1 cn1ered the 
debate was "strategic�." Several lcadir.g 
)ellators were concerned abou1 the 
oppor1uni1y-10-learn s1andards. which wd 
spell out the fiscal. human. and ma1cri:i! 
resources necessary 10 provide :\ world­
class educa1ion. These sena1ors were �o 
conccmed 1ha1 they insisted on adding 1he 
phrase: •·or s1ra1egies" 10 ··or s1andards.'· 10 
give �1:11cs 1he op1ion of developing one or 
the: 01hcr. Why fret over semantics? 

At one of 1he meetings where opportu• 
ni1y -10-lcam s1andards were discussed. 
one govemor s1a1ed 1h.11 he did not w:int to 
be: hc:ld accoun1able for any s1andard 1h:it 
dcah with qualified science 1cachers 
bccau�e he knew he h.id unqu:ililicd 
lt:achcrs teaching .�c:ienl·e in his �1a1e. Ye1 
he was willing 10 hold studcn1� account­
able for mec1ing 1he science ccn1en1 and 
p.:rformance s1andards. The we:ikc:r \1.-0rd 
··mategies·· give:� him a way uut.

Gnni.� Rush 
Go\·emors :ind chief s1a1e school 

ofticers arc moving rapidly 10 1ran�latc 1r.c 
new law into ac1ion. A major pan of 1hcir 
c:iion.� are b:ised not only developing 
content standards. but :ilso on the third 
section of Goals 2000. which deals wi1h 
pl:inning. 

S1a1es wishing to plan ior 1he implc· 
m�ni.uion or' s1andards and a>,c:\:imen1, 
must submit a proposal to the Sccre1ary oi 
Educa1ion 1h:11 incorpor:i1c:s all the 
requ1rc:rnents �pe<:llied 1n 1he law. Loc;d 
\Chuo! distric1� mu�t follow similar 
rcqu1rcmc:n1s 10 r.:ceive fund� from the 
S(Jles. 8ecau>c: the�c: drc: c:ompc:1111ve 
granis. many districts will not rccc:i�·e ;in� 
Goals 1000 money. 

ESEA on the Horiion 
Not only is planning 10 incorµor;!lc: 

continued on page 7 

Ed Keller is NAES P's Deputy Executive 
Director . 



"Give Children Back Their Childhood" 

NAESP a Partner in Anti-Violence Ads 

B 
y now, you·v.: probably sc.:n on.:
or both or the: new public service 
spots on crime :ind children that 

feature President Clinton. The public 
service ads are sponsored by the U.S. 
Dcpartm.:nt of Justic.:. and were produced 
:ls a volunt..:c:r effort by Sa:itchi & Sa:itchi 
. ..1,dv.:ni�ing on b.:half or' the Nacion:il 
Crim..: Prcvcntion Coalition. NAESP is :ln 
active: 111.:mbc:r of the: Co:1li1ion, cr.::11or of 
th.: crime dog McGrvff. 

One ad tells how 14-year-old Alicia 
Brown used to look forward to getting 
t0ge1hcr with her friends on Friday nights. 
Sh.: dc:�crib.:5 on.: night when one of her 
friends w.is killc:d .it a d:incc. "Why did 
this h:i,·c: to happ.:n?" she says. 

President Clinton then appe:>.rs with 
Alicia and says. in part, "As a parent, I ' 
want this violence to stop. And, as your 
President. I'm commiued to ending i1. ... 
We must give Alicia. and all our children, 
back 1hc:ir childhood." 

The second spot opens t.:> children on a 
playground surrounded by fences that look 
like prison bars. Gunshots arc heard. then 

Capitol Comments 
Continued from page 4 

stand:irds :ind assessments required for 
Goals 2000 funds. but it would also be 
required for the proeoscd Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act's Title l 
(Chapter I) grants as well. Under the nc:w 
ESEA legisl:uion. Title I programs must 
be based on high-quality, \'Oluntary 
content and performance standards. 

But the funding for such planning, and 
for the transition to this new reform mode, 
is severely lack.ing. NAESP. along with 
several other education groups. is working 
hard to assure that a new Chapter 2 (Tille 
2E) is included in the ESEA reauthoriza­
tion and that it is funded at last year's 
level (5370 million). Title 2 will help 
school districts make the 1ransi1ion 10 their 
new standards and assessmcn1 program. 

The House: h:1s already passed its 
version of ESEA (H.R. 6). and ii contains 
the new T11le 2 provisions; the Senato: has 
not yet d.:cided wh:it 10 do. NAESP 
members arc: encouraged to contact their 
sena1ors and ask them to supj>on the 
inclusion of 1hc Title 2. Pan E provisions 

President Clinton appears with Ahc,a 
Brown. an eighth grader at Eliot Junior 
High School ,n Washington, DC. in the 
new public service announcemenls. 

President Clinton s:iys, .. Too many 
children in this nation arc being h-!ld 
prisoner. Their captors arc fear and 
violence. Their playgrounds arc no place 
to play in." 

In both ads, Prcsid:nt Clinton urges 
viewers to call a toll-free number ( 1-800-
WE-PREVENT); callers receive a free 
booklet with idc:ts on how they can help 
stop violent crime in their communities. =.. 

in the Senate version of ESEA reauthori­
zation. 

Parents as Goalkeepers 
Meanwhile, the Oepanment of Educa• 

tion has proposed :i "Connecting Families 
and Schools" program 10 help implement 
Goals 2000. A major tclc�onfcrencc will 
be held this month (June). \l,'ith a nat11Jn­
widc k.ickoff "Back-to-School'' event in 
September. For details, call 1-800-USA­
LEARN. 

Also on the parent involvement front. 
an in1ernational cont'erencc will be held 1n 
Oakland, CA. October 26-29. 199.:1. As 
1994 is the International Y car of the 
Family, the Center for the Study of Parent 
Involvement has united numerous parent, 
child, and family advocacy groups­
including NA ESP-in cosponsnring thi� 
imponant conference. For information. 
call 1-800-493-2775. 

Not to be outdone by the Educ:1t1on 
Ocpanment. the National Education Goals 
Panel is preparing community action kits. 
These kits will help the public learn 10 
organize and cffcctivc:ly implement a plan 

$2 Could Save a· Million·.· 
· NAESP bas joined a iass�o�:,: 

cffon to persuade Congress 10 
pass a 52-per-pack increase in t.'l:: 
federal cigarctte· cxcisc cax. • . . · ·. 

The Association is one of ciore 
than l 00 groups partic

.
ipating ·in--,·:: '

the "Campaign to 'Save a f,.1jll:o:i 
Lives," which was founded by Lie 
American Cancer Society, the 
American Henrt Association, 2..1d 
the American Lung Associatio:1. 
The effort is co-chaired _by.fo7-1:r, . 
President Jimmy Carter and:: : 
former Surgeon GeneraJ.C.: · 
Evcrett)�oop· .. ... :_:/ ;.'� ·':·, .' , :. ,, . . 
·. The·campaign tak'�:iu ;ame--: · .. ·•. 
from the number. of additionaC'. .. 

. lives•th·at �oJici � sa\e
i

"ov�r$·�:-\ <-:
. : ·•time·iFa Si°1ax:iricrcase w�·�·f <-:;: /j,:
::_:_,adopted �stu�:6(ilic·�5��rit�+�:f\}·1
_:.-inc�cas·� propos�_by'Prc.s idcrw:: · ... : 
'.-/Clintoci�The tii.�_�e'_\1/ould.'.a]�lf't\ 

: raise approx.im_atcly_S� bill.ion:;-'·/.;'; 
· per year in new ie�enuc,' whicli\:.:;;!:1:·

. .could. be used co:furicl healt.b·care.22·•.::. 

:;� :�-���:. �-.>� ::_. :>-f:'.-/f.\Yf���-.,¥��::i : ·· · · '.Prcvcnoog Tobacco Usd:;:-�;;:_.-,.::. ... . .. ... . ·· ... :� .. - .... 
, ... · Amo!)g:y�uog Peoplc,'.:a ·rc�rt .. '°:'':- ··: . . .d. . 

·...r-1• 
.

·�·- • •• -� .<: _:.1ssu: ... :�· 
�-�?!;!.��� ���g�.9�6-i. : . General:·· found 1h_at :si. =pe:rceol .O�-.... ?

· daily:smokcrs oe·gaino:iok:i.Dg�'>:-';;i:�.:::� 
. . . . . .• .... .... ··-•:· ···1;,...-- ,:--:,:� .. '�'-'.� 
·:. !:>efore: �e ag(of·:18;-:cl!)_S;·t.o:2.0J!-=i-J."
-.�- percciist.aited ii:i 'cJernc·n,il����Y•:. .�, .. . .· .. ... , .. ·-. .· �2 .... ·.;:..���,,;;J.· 

··· ;·school: ·The same· icpon'c'o"n�� --�=-� 
·eluded ·that lax increases

. 
arc.··,�:.��· ··::. 

·_. 
successful _in:reducing a.d9lcscc.i11 ,,.". 
use of tobacco. '

. ·.. ·. . · ·. · , · 
_: . 

... 
PrincipaJs'-are0�·nco:urageo co·:

· writc_or ca.II mexµbcrs·ofCoogrcss . ·:
·:, µrgiog:tbe� to suppon ibe·s2 :•' ··.:.· .. : 

: '-:.. ioc�,:as.ii'Or;'
.
yo� rii�y\:all\he ·j2 •:..:·-�.;:_'.

:_.)r'obacco'Tax' Action·:Hoi.liridi1:: :· .. 

-800-554,6333 10 request ¢at a -ij-,; ·. ::
Western Union Mailgram be sent• . '.
10 your representatives and·� .... . ·•
senators·(cost for this service•is · · 
S7.70): 

· .• ·. :- ..

to achieve the na11onal education goals. A� 
soon a.� the kits are available. NAES? will 
let you know how 10 secure one. 

What arc you doing abou< Goal� 2000 1 

What is your district or communi1y c!o1n� .1 

NAESP would lil..e 10 know. Please wnc..: 
and share your Goals 2000 program with 
us . ..::. 



Not Just a Frill 

Sandra Ann Lawrence 

Education made front-page 
news this spring when Pre�idcnt 
Clinton signed into l::1w the ··Go:il., 
2000: Educ::11e America Ac1." Th,� 
landmark legislation formallr 
adopts the National Education 
Goals-and sets up a system or 
voluntary nacional stand:m.h 1n tnc 
m:ijor subJC:t:t ,1rc:as. 

Mose or us arc familiar w1th the 
st:ind:irds for math. developed five 
ye:irs ago by the N:i1ion:1I Council 

ofTe:ichers of Machem:itics. Whecher or not your school h:,s 
adopced the stand:irds (che Depanment of Education estim:itcs 
-10 percent of dis1ric1s havt). cheir renc:wed focus on problem­
solving. m:inipul,Hives. :ind cechnology has ch:inged che w:t'f 
this subject is taughc across the nation. 

Now ... Go:ils 2000·· propose� that we adopt stand:irds in 
other areas as well, namely in English, science, history, civics, 
geography. foreign language, and the ans. 

Educators should take note: Congress and the Administra­
tion h;ive plJced the arts on an equ:il footing with reading, 
,,ricing .. ind :irithmetic. The :ins stand,irds (82 in all) hJvc: 
been drawn up by a conson,um of ans education groups: the>· 
spell cue "h:ic every scudent-reg:irdless of tJlenc or family 
income-should know and be able to do in dance, music. 
cheacer. and visu:il ans. 

The new standards are rigorous and chorough. Some: 
enmplcs. By che end of founh grade, students should be able 
10 pc:rform folk dances from :i variecy of culcures, sing panner 
songs and rounds. and identify specific works of visual art :is 
b-elonging to particular p,:riods and cultures. In grades 5-8. 
students should be able to play a musical instrument, alone and 
in a large ensemble. and describe the role of dance in at least 
two different cultures or time periods. By the time they 
gradu.1te. students should be able 10 sing music in four pans 
without accomp:iniment. wricc cheater scripcs, and create and 

answer q11e�11�11l\ ahout d:inccrs pnor to the �Och century 
Why. in c1n ,tlr:.::idy overcrowded curriculum. \hould tht:re 

be so much �mphJs1\ on the arts? Re�earch ha\ shown chat 
scrong am progr,1ms Cln improve ovcrJII academic pc:rfor• 
mance :ind may even enhance the development or abscr.:ct 
thinking �kills. Pcrha;,s mo�t imponantly. the arts a,e eHcntia: 
10 the he.illhy dc:,elo;,ment of children·.� mind.\ .ind �pine�. In 
way� thac othc� d1sc1plinc� cannot. th.; lire� help childn:n 
c!evclop haru-tu•t<:J-:h s!cill� ltkc intu111on anti intJg_1n:i1.on. 
They nlso fo,1.:r �.:If-discipline. scl(-escc:em. and. of cour)c. 
crc:acivity 

I encourJgc: dcmencary and middle school principals 10 
suppon the: :idopoon oi the :ins standards within their school 
districts. In chesc: da> s of budget shonfalls. chi� may noc be 
easy. You m:iy wdnl 10 consider forming an articulate group 
of p:ircnts. loc:il an,m. and business people 10 help assess 
program needs and gamer community suppon. 

Whether or not you adopt all 82 of the ans standards. I 
hope you will take a closer look at your current program. Arc 
school e:i.pcctations for students distributed to parents? Do 
exhibits of studcnc an works at schools and in the communicr 
include the objectives of the project? Do program notes for 
concen\ include in,l."\lCtion and performance goJls? . .\re 
dance and drama a part of your curriculum� 

"Goals 2000·· ha\ spelled out the challenge. It's up to us to 
make sure the uc� ar,: viewed noc as a frill. buc as on:! aca­
demic scaple of a world-class curriculum. 

Sandra Ann L;,wrcnce 
NA ESP Prc.\itlenl 
Princip.1I. Roben Lucas £1emencary School 
Iowa City. IA 

· Editor·s Nott: Copits of tht am standards may bt 
obtainuf from tht .'-fusic Educator's National Con/trtnct. 
/806 Robtrr f:ulron Drivt, Rwon. VA 2109/ for S/5, plus 
shipping and hamfiing. Call (703)860-4000 for dttails. 

Oklahoma, Kentucky Hold Workshops for Principals-To-Be ment and its implications for the princ1 • 
palship. 

!\"ine1y-1hree ceachers. counselors. 
curriculum specialim. assistant principal�. 
and others got an insider's view of what 
it's like to be l principal ac workshops 
sponsored by NAES P affiliates in Okla• 
hom.i .ind Kcncucky. 

The stale groups sponsored Aspiring 
Princ1p:il workshops chis pa�I February. 
led b� .irc:a pnncipJls using macrnals from 
NAESP. P:.tn1cipants "ere puc through 

cheir paces: they saned chrough a bus) 
principal"s in-bJsket: prioricizcd a 
principars daily log: mapped person:il 
career plans; set spcciiic personal goal�: 
and quescioned a panel of veccrnn pnn::1• 
pals. 

In Kentucky. auendces received siA 
hours of inservice training cn:dic. In 
Oklahoma, the day also included t1n in­
depth discussion of sue-based man:igc• 

..It was most helpful 10 sec cduca11on.
HS ups and downs. from chc principars 
point of view:· said one participant. 

For 1nforn1a//on un conduct111g a 
work.shop in your statt or diSlrict, COn!(:�t 
Aspiring Principr1fs. NA ESP Spte1af 
ProJtCIS, /6/ 5 Dulct Strttt, Alt.w11dru1. 
VA 22J/4-J48J. or coll Kay Pli11 er (70]) 

68.J-3345 . .::. 



1994 Federal Relations Conference Report 

Principals to Congress: Cut Red Tape, Make Education a Top Priority 

C 
lose to 100 elementary, middle,
and high school principals from 
across the U.S. traveled 10 the 

nation's capi<al las< month 10 discuss 
education issues ard funding with 
mc:mbers of Congress. 1hc:ir s1.1ffs. and kc:y 
adminis<ration oflicials. including 
Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders. 

The princip:ils, in Washington for the 
:innu:11 Fc:deral Rc:la1ions Conference 
jointly :.ponsorc:d by NA ESP and the 
�a11on:ll As�oci:1tion of Secondary School 
Princip.,ls IN ASS PJ, urg.:d continuation of 
the: -l5 prograrm that foll under the 
Elemc:nt:irr :ind S<!cond:iry Education Act 
( ESEA l. <h<! 1965 f<!dc:ral act 1h:11 is up for 
r<!:iu1hori2:i1iun this yc:ir. Specif11:ally. 
principals :1s:..cd lcgisl:11ors 10: 

• make: mks .ind rcgula1ion., more:
lkxiblc. �o that princip:ils l'Jn use: federal 
monc)' 10th.: be,1 ad,·an1J�.: for .:ligiblc
s1u,.kn1�: 

• cul red 1.1p.: :1:1d p:1p.:rwork by
.:m:ourJ!_!ing the <.:oord111a1ion of cdul'a•
110n. h..:Jhh .. 111J ,o<.:1.1I sen ,�·cs for
i:hildr..:n. and 

• r.:J,r::Cl I\IIH.!, 10 �Ila ,,:r,·,: the
<.:hdJrcn 1h.,1 11.:,:d hclp th,: 11111'1. such J� 
En�!i-h rru;:r.1111- ltir Ollll-En:l,,h 
,p::.d,,:r, ;ind Jrlf 10r 11:,: i:h;ldr::11 or 
,n,�r.uu \\a,:�..:r, 

Pnnci:,.lls Jl.o c:.,prc:--c:d concern about 
., propu�cd amc:nd:11c:n1 10 1hc: US. 
Con,1111111011 ll.l r<!quir� ;i �Jl:ir.::c:d federal 
budgc:t. ··�o, unly \\Ould the: rJ1iric:111on 
procedure 1akc: sc�cn years. but we're 
cenain 1h31 the amendmc:nt would have 
neg:11ivc: repc:rcussions for education. low­
income families. and minorities." NAESP 
Deputy Executive Director Ed Keller 1old 
Co111,r11111icaror. Ke!l.:r said the: amend­
mc:nt process is ;i dc:l;iying tactic. and that 
Congress has full power 10 balance the 
budget now (sc:e ··C:ipitol Comments," 
January 1993 Commu111corar). 

Vermont Scnator fames M. Jeffords 
was honored during the conference for his 
"one: percenl solution" co c:duc:11ion 
funding. The veteran Rcpubli..::111. who 
also deli\·ercd ;i kcrno1c: addrc:s). propo�c:d 
an incn::a�e ror c:duoc1on funding of I 
percent of the total federal budgc:1 each 
yc:ir un11I 11 rc::iche> a 101:11 of 10 pc:rcen<. 
Jc:ffords · �01u11on ,, ould c:n:ible schools to 

fully fund the programs Congress has 
asked them to implement. such as educat­
ing children who :ire dis:ibled. non­
English spc:1king. Jnd c:conomically or 
socially dis:id van1aged. (The feder:il 
budget now devotes only 2 percent 10 
educ.ition • .ippro.,i111:11dy S30 billion.) 

Other conference speakers included: 
• Thom:i:; W. Pay2:1n1. Assi�rant

Secrct:iry for Elemc:n1:1ry and Second:iry 
Educ:irion. who rev,ewcd the Clinton 
administration's c:duc:ition ini1ia1ivc:s. 

• Editor .1nd /foll Call column,st
Ch:irles E. Cook. who shared predil:tions 

•.. 

about the I 995 poliucal landscape. 
• Surgeon General Joycelyn Elders (su

box bdnw). 

• Representative Lynn Woolsey.
freshman Congresswoman from Californ1J 
and former welfare mother. who briefed 
principals on how coordination of hc:alth. 
education, and social services in school� 
could help children and their fomilie�. 

• M:iine Governor John McKernJn.
cha1rm:in oi the National Education Go:ir­
Panel. who updated principals on the 
governors' recommend:uions for :ichie,•• 
ing 1he goals by the yeJI WOO. ,,;. 

' -���.-.-::· :.•-_ .. ::-/::Jr-.:t·· 
.

· NAE SP President Sandra 
• Ann Lawrence and Executive 
: pirector Sam Sa�a gre�ted 

:. · Surgeory General·Joycelyn 
-:: Elqers;pno( to·�er_ add(es� ·1q .·. -� 
'•='1he NAESP/71/ASSP-Federal'r.'-'''::· 
-�-Reiations�Conference·.,.�-�\0:�:-r�-. 

;
_
-�··., ·. · · · ,,,. ... -. :�<.-,�·-!.._-... · ·-·: ·.{f;:�:�sf{if1i�i!ffii=�:··· 

;:;-.Schools Must-Heip·:"s-W� Students,::'Say's"Elders��i{f::-t�.:'.'.-_-;·.­
t,_: ·u.s: Surgeon Geo·eraiJbyc�l);ri Eide� tolciI�ti�fi�"���n'dini16iJ99:4�\f: _

·.

fl_; NAESP/NASSP Fede� Relatioos Conrererice-'ih'i(cof��y:Of�fi"e°tfs'fudi�i',;e � 
.
.

�\ members of lhe 5-H club: Hu.ngry, Homeless;· H�altbless. Huo(ess --�d Hopeless. 
;·; · Elders' prescription? H�alth and social service's offc'�ed-'at ��hobf·:£-�.;-\::.�:- ' 
.··· "People ask me, 'Why do you want 10 pil� mor� -�i:i ��choois?,'''..:.E°td��\;id:':i .

.

f tell them; 'Schools are·lh�'only.i�stirutions we�i: -g�r.wtiere ill�tli°�'.�iilJ�;_ic,t'::: .· ..
�-.·: "We've been using a Band-Aid approach·:·b�·c'no��e°•re�a(i�i-;;{�ti"cr�·w�\· 
!r:· ne�d major surgery,'-' sa.i� Elde�s .. :·�e.need toJ�e:���IS,¥:�C:.opc:'�-�ij'-�:f' • :;;:·suite." · � ·:·· .. _ ... •. · . .. · -."i: �:f.<:'.�4;:::��=.:���- ·:· ... ��-i;,�•:->_ :::·: .. :·: .... 
:.. Elders said that the acfministration's health car� PT?P�sal;il!cludes provisions .. -:: 

-�·,to assis1 schools-especially those with high numbers 'of.aFnsk stud�alS·.:...:..in ··; :''• 
offering services at school. Under the plan. sch�ols could q�·alifyas ·health-· :: . · · 
providers, billing health alliances and Medicaid for services: The ·cfimon· plan · · 

also gives schools resources for health education at every grade level. she said. 
•�· · "You have 10 st.an early to make a difference," Elders emphasi2ed:pointing

out that only 5 percent o_f schools now offer su�h comprehensive K-12 health 
•· education. . .. 



;�:-SPECiAL iNSERT -�., 
• <A·.· •• Student Council
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Colllinumcato 
P11/Jlished ru srr,·( ,fr,.,r:,,:ary ontl n111!dle s, Imo( rc/:,uann 
by 1/,e N1111u11al ,\\\fl( 1(1."l{u/ nf £1t-,,,,.,,1<1n s,1,,,,,1 l'ri11c111ofl 

1 ·1,/11n1r Ii. 1\"11 nil1, r • .­
.v,,..r,11/1<•r /</'Ii 

Health Care Reform 

Good Medicine for Kids and Schools? 
One of your lr(IC/rt'rJ tdls you 1hc11 

David is 1101 pC1ying aurntion in daJS. 
He '.r always .\"f"'C1J..1n:,: ow of wrn. cr,1d
do,•.\'ff ·, do 1n•II i,, gm11p "·urk. Your 
sdiool m,ru bt'/11:1·,·s Irr has a heC1rrng 
problem. b111 11·i1hc.•111 in.wrance. his 
parents can't sett (l specialisr.

And then thae ·s Jenny. absen1 again.
Sire ·s al,rnys pC1le (lJld doesn ·, sam ro 
hm·tt a11.v energy. You rfiinl.: she nray hm r 
cl serious 111ediccrl pm/Jlem. bw yo11 ·re 
s11re her nrom curd dnd C(ln ·, afford n 
donor. 

David and Jenny :ire not atypical: 8.-l 
million childrc:n in the: U.S . .i.re unin�urc:d. 
even though 80 pc:rccn1 of chem live: ,n 
families where ,H lc::i\l one parent worl,,. 
All 100 of1c:n. poor heahh affc:c1s 1h:.:ir 
ability to le:irn. 

Child :idvoc.1,es Sa)' any health care: 
reform plan that a�sures coverage for :ill 
children is good news. But just how will i, 
imp:1c, schools? 

President Clinton· s healch care reform 
propos.il guar;inic:c:s comprehensive 

coverage for children, beginning ;11 birth. 
with an emph:isis on prevention. Along 
wi,h emergency and hospit;il services. It 
indud�s frc:c medical cums ( 16 enm, 
between binh and ag� 19. accordi:ig to :.i 

�chedule sc< by the gove:-nmen(). and 
provides all '·mcdic;illy necessary ..
,•accines for children by age 2. Basic 
dental. \·ision. hearing. and menial health 
c:irc (or children are included: the pl:in 
exp:inds coverage for these services in the: 
)·car 2000. 

Under <he proposal, fonds for prevcn• 
,ion could be channeled through schools. 
The fcdc:ral government 1.1.·oulcJ awarcJ 
gran<s for he:ilch cduca<ion prugrc1ms, 011 
,uhjccts .�uch as nu<ri<ion. substance 
abuse. :ind AIDS. 

In addi<ion. school clinics could rccl!ivc 
compensation ior services <hey provide. 
not only <hrough Medicaid bu< through 
priva1e insurance reimbursements. (Sa 

related ar1icle on EPSDT. page 7.J Tht s 

continued on page 1 
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. �: � I! ._;7€-·; ,! 
Unlorrunately, cn,rdren are on rhe front Jrn=s :,1 :r.= na;,on·s nea::n care Cf/S1s: 8,: 
children in America are uninsured. and close to .i:o percenr of 2·year-otcs ve not lu'ly 
immunized. 
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poc�e-t:· .is•you· circule1·e:1nri,'u{ti0Ut:t•1,,: 0 •• .. o, .. .  ,,. --•••'• ,#-k:.. �'!.2.:,., 

· ,· ..:-:e· buildiog·arid recci,:: i:cqucm b� ,:?J
• 

0 ·::�.:he
.
r3 you w:int io

.
honoi.bµi'!aiov;,·�.' 

� O'J. II forgec: hlnd 1hcm � "c°ard ana : . ·.
J;'., 1he:n 10 jot it down and'scnd it to;'. 
.. _, .. , O'•ic� Tt·osc: wi•h legitimltG ' ... •�
;;;q-�(!S;� \:/11 t�'<c tim� 10 p�·l ,!t��iiJ{:11 
\,.iucn form, ilnd )'ou'l! have a:��:..t·.:· =_:

• wriuen rc:m.indcc to follow through".�.-_.,·

Tmy Brouss;ud ·• • _ _. ·\ •:; ":_ :-:>:;· .. :
'.°':ittonJI Di,1inguishcd PrincipJI ·
Dozier Ekmc:nll!}' School': · : ..: ·. .·.: ·
Do7i�r L� ·: - .. > ·.<•·:�.: . .z:�,,:-;_.;

:.: : :·.- .-��-\:. :.<··�.,:��-�y::_f��r�'l�:=:3 

Health Care Reform 
Co:,:1."l?.:c:d from ;,age 1

111.1� i::.:J 10 c:,p.111,100 of ,d1ool-ba,c:d .: 
cli:i:-:.,. "h,.:h oo\, oumbc:c :!round 500 
n.::.vr.",J� :inj .ire: lo,:Jtd r.1J1nly in high 
)(��"I,. 

. .:..r.�th::r ;,,H::n11.1I pv,11"� th:: .:1l,!;1r,:11c: 
1.1\ �.:.:0rd111� to th(! :S::111or:,1I ..\,,":.· 1.11100 
or Ch:,J�•·n ·, Hv,pn.11' .1nJ R::l.ll(!U 
ln,:.11::.011>. ,11.,J,::, ,u��•·,: -r11lj ,:11u;;c:r, 
:,re: tr.:: mo,: )c:1:,1:1\'C: 10 pr:,:: in,:r(!,I><!) . 
)0 ,n .:J�111on 10 r.11s111� 1n.:0mc:. 1:-i:: !J:\ 
CO"J!..! .:!c:crc::,sc: c:11ldhooJ :1t!J:e11on 

Child ad,oc.Hc:, ,1n<l ,omc: adn11n,qr:i-
11on 0(1ici:.1I, I includin!,! L' S. S.:crc:1.iry of 
Edc.::.:,10:i R,ch.::J Rik) J. ho",:' c:r. worr� 
1hl1 ,h:: Clinton µIJn hJS �c:n,,u) g.1;:,s in 
covc:rJ�c: for childrc:n wuh di�Jbili1ic:s .  

C nder 1h.: prop1h.il. chdct:.:n now 
sc:r,ed by ;\kd1.:.11d but not b�· Aid 10 
F.1md:::) \\ 11h O::;i.:11d.:n1 ChdJr,.;n could
10,c: ,u.:h bc:nc:r"its a� 1r;11hplina11on 10 :incl
from 1.!u.:1ur, .1nJ �µc:,·1,11 •·..:1:.:;\llon/
r::h.:bil:1J11un ,c:r, 1,c:,. ChilJ1::n "irh birih
dc:(c::1; l:OulJ :11,o los.: ..:o, ::rage for somt·
)t:n·1.:(!i :ind cqu1pmc:111

In Jddi11on. s.:hool d,,1::ct; could find 
1hc:11hc:l�(!s s:r:iiJp.:tl \\ hc:1 11 .:omc:, 10 
p.1�·111:,: hc:.d1h b,·:1c:1"11, 1111d.:r 1h..: (11111011 
pl:in Som.: c:J·.t .. 111011 grut:;h. 111dud1n� 
the: :--J:10n:il Sc�.:iul Bo:irc; .. �s,oc1:i11011 
I :--S3.� I. lc!c:, ::1.1: r..:qt11r1n? Cl)trlCb 10 p:1� 
SO ;:,::r.:::rll uf c:mployc:c:)· i:::.,l1h b.:n.:1i1s 
Jmo.;:i!, co Jn un(,:nc::c.l 1�1J:i.L1:c:. 

Parent Challenge 
Georgia pr,,.,c oat _,r�1my Mo:os nas a r;;:1 :.·rsr o., tr.e pr,nc,:,ars rea=.ng era•,::�;:: 

a challenge .'�, ;J:l '::,1:s Moros. ;.:·,r:c,:1;11 01 .=?ii:?SC P�,1d Et<.:m-:r11ar1 Scncot m 
Cotu�bus. !Jror· 5c:: 1.-31 ,f th<: PiA re<'C,-:?d ,:s qoat of 1.000 rri/rroe1s red co 1::e
wet1:ner fo:e-:�s1 c� !,-= ,ccat C35 -:1fft1.a::? ,:,_�ren:s a: ti"le 570-stud:?ni. ,<.5 schoct 
achieved ,.,a·r ;,.�· ,>.-::, :.1010s .·. :?n! on "':? a::

Motos says r::: ras n::w appr<.:c1:?:.or. f:;g :M JO::J o.' tn<J me1eor:,Ioq1s1 ·t :,a-1 :o r:::r: r 

t.'1e ;:,oss,o,fl;y of s,m:? snow . .-.'11:;/'; ne·:e: r.:a:er,aflud. • l'/010s t:,ij"Com�wn,ca:or ·,-e 
ne.·/scaste:s :01,; e 1:?r;or.e 10 blame me,:,: c:dn·, come true 

In Tc:.,:is. :S:SO.� rc:;:,ons. :i iull third CH 
school di,1ric1; cur: .:ml� pro,·ic:: no hc:Jl!h 
insur .incc: for c: m;:,lu� c:::s. A no<h..:1 1h1rd 
pro\'1dc: , (!r�· l1n111..:d pl:ins-and 11 sc:c:m, 
unlil.:d�· 1h;H ,01..:r; \\Quid Jgr;:: 10 r:ii,.: 
propc:rty IHC:S :o m:1',;: up SIJt"i bc:n::lit, 

:--J1ion,, 1d(!. m::::) d1)lric1s don·1 or:::r 
1h.: b.1s1.: b.:nc::11, 1h:: Clio,on plan 
r<·,111,r.:s. w..:h ;,, ,•.dl-b;iby ore. ;,r::\,:::-
11\·.: h::.1hh ,cr::.:nir,:,:,. p1::nll:ll c.1:::. 
im111uniz:111on,. ,1n<l m::n1:il health ,.:r­
vicc:s. In Jdl!1:1on. bu; drl\ c:rs. sub)t11u:c:,. 

c:1fo:c:ri:1 work.:n. :iod 01h::r par1-1i1r.::rs 
,�ho" ork �1or:: 1h.rn 10 hours pc:r ":::::..: 
would h:.ivc: 10 be: co,·c:rcd. 

ld.:.,lly. the h;;.:1l1h care: rc:iorm pa,:..:�.: 
(1nJlly p:issc:d b)' Congrc:;s will c1>1h:J:.:r 
the po:c:n1i:1l burdc::i fr.c pl1:i could ;:I.:�:: 
on ,chool buclgc,s-;rnd rh:: ;c:rv,c.:, (h.11 
:11us1 ,.::n.11n J\':lil:iol:.: co di-.1bkd cnii• 
tlr.:11. :S:.·\ESP "di "Ork 10 :i,,urc: :h.1t 
.:h,ldr..:n ;:nd )(hoof) arc: Jt 1:-ic ror::r�,w; o: 
1he d-;�.110: ,n 1hc: w,:::k, :incl r.1on1h, ::, 
come: . .=. 

Federal Funds Available for School Health 

D
1d )OU lu:uw lhJI )O'Jr ,cho,1i 
mar bc: d1g1olc: to r.:-:::1\(; 
compc:1h,111on from the f.:d:.:r.tl 

govc:mmc:n1 for hc:Jllh care: scrv,,cs 
pro, idc:d b)· )·our ,chool ours.: or nur,c: 
pr,1c1i1ioncr? 

Thr0ugh :1 µ:l1:'.1 ,:r11 c,1llcd ··EPS L)T" -
E:irl� :ind Pc:rni1k Scr-.:c:n1ng. 01:l:!no,11�. 
Jnd Tr.:a1111c:1:1-,.:hovl, c:in be: r.:,m­
bursc:d for prc:vc:1111\ e Jnd 1rc:J1nic:n1 
s.:r\"let:S for .\ lc:d1-:.11d-d1g1blc: chrldr.:11 
Such s.:rv1cc:s 1nclur.!c:. 

• scrc:.:01ng ior \·:"on. hc.1nn�.
scolio,is. d1ao,:1.:� .. 111cJ 01hc:r h.:.ilt:i 
p111bkr1h. 

• gl:1S)C:) ;111.:! hc:a: 1:i:: .:ids,
• immuoiz:111011,.
• compr.:hc:n)I\:: ?i•) ;1.:::1!� Jnd C.:::1.,1

C \,llllS. 

• wdln,:,� ;,run:Q:1vn I� g . 111:::,t .11

hc:.!l:i1 coun,::1111-,:. 11111n1,on cdu.:.111.-:111. 
• ,:nd n1:1ny u1h::r). dc:;,c:�d1ng on ,1.::::

EPSOT program, 
"School Jdm1n1s!fa1ors Jrc: oftc:n ::c:.::.! 

\,11h choice:� 1hc:y sho11ldn·1 be ... Be:,::::�
FJrq11h;1r . prc•;idcnt of 1h.: .\",rnonal 
,,��ot.:1Jt1on or School Sur)c:,. cold 
Cr111111111111ca111,· ·• A 1�ad1::r .. 1 It.: \lbcv,. J 

pro,;1 .1111. or .1 ,1ul!�nt" s h,: Jl1h .\·I.:::�
,,·hools do11·1 r,:;1111.c: the:� ca:i sc:ck ;";;1:��­
b..:�1d::, c:duc.t11on l\:nd,. ior h.:Jhh 
,c:r\'1Cc:s. "h,ch ;,re )0 im�onan1 w 
s,ud:::11;· su.:cc:" 

Ft,r 111ion11:ii1un on EPSOT. ,:on:.:; 
)\11,r ,t.u.:·, ,\l,:l111.,11J ,1,;c:;:c:,, f-u1.11,.::: 
COP)' or E.PSDT: I'\ Guide fur £d11 ... c:;1111:::! 
Programs. ,�me HCFA. '.\l�d1ca1d 8..1:: .. ·.1. 
Room I J 2 E:bt Lo·.•. Rh::. 6325 S::.:c�::� 
fllvd. R:1h11norc. '.\ID 11207: or c:ill 
(.: 10,%6-�(,.�9 .,;. 



T
he Department or Education has 
recently unveiled its propos:11 for 
the reauthorization of the 

Ekmc:ntary and Second:iry Education Acl. 
According to Dep:i.rtment spokcs�rsons, 
the bill focusc:s on live areas: 

I. high mndards for alt children,
2. improved teaching and lc::irning.
3. resource, 1:irgeted 10 gre:i1esl nc:etl�.
J. t1c: .,ibili1y 10 s1imul:ue local initiu•

ti,-es. :tnd 
5. s1rc:ng1hcn.:d linbg.:s ;imong

schools. p:m:nts. and communities. 

,\ Rose by Any Other Name 
R.:membcr when "'Chap1cr I" was 

•Title r·? we·rc: back 10 1hc old n::ime­
anJ a few ncw fe:11urc:s. The: propo�c:d
Tith: I 1ak.:� �ig11ilic:rn1 seeps 10 place
decision nuking JI thi: school level by
a1:1hor1�.1ng )<.'.hoots. in c.:onsult:ition w11h
,chool d 1s1n�·1,. 10 di:1crmin;: loc:11 school
r�•!fr.1111- •\t,l·r J ph:1�,.:.;11 p•:rin<l. school�
r..J� l,,..: T11k I 1u11d� for prol_!r�11n� for all
,:::o.!.::H, ii jr) p.:r.:�·nt or' 1h.: s,u<l.:nts live:
in po,.:ri�•-!.i\,·n r'rorn 1h.: i.:urr.:n1
r�·quir..:111.:111 or' 7 j p,:r,·,:n1 fur �ch,>uh,·ilk
p:01.:,-1, II 1h,: propo,.:u (Sl:A bill,�
p:i.,:-.:J. ,.:h00i, "ill h:1•,i: ,nur:: :.iu1hor11y
,1r.J ;;1,,r.: 1� -.: \1t,d,t�· lh.111 c·,.:r b..:lore. 

Th.>,:: ,.:r.uul, 1lt11 do 11111 ha,,: pov.:ny 
te,els th;i1 ,1ualll)' 1hc:m for schoolwidc 
projecu or that choose not 10 participate in 
schoolwide projects will be: cl:issed as 
"targeted a,sist:incc" schools. Both typc:s 
of toe.ii schools will be: rcquircd 10 
dc\'elop :i pl:ln th:it assures continuous 
impro\·ement toward achie\'ing high 
standards. 

The dep:1nmc:n1·s propos:il :ilso 
requires that all schools a1 lhe 7 5 percent 
or above poverty level b..: served. (Cur­
rently. even though around S.000 schools 
are eligible 10 collect Ch:1p1c:r I funds. 
only :\bout 1.300 p;irticip:i1c:.) Most of the 
schools now pJrticip:uin� in chis progr,1111 
are c:lemc:n1:1ry schools. ,o this opens th..: 
door 10 second:iry schools that m:1y h:ive 
been eligible: but not previously selc:c1c:d 
by their district;; 10 panicip:ite. 

Unfortunatel)'. th..:r..: may be liulc: e.'\lra 
money fur this e.1p:1nsron. 'i\'hite Hous..: 

ESEA: Off to a Good Start 
by Ed Keller 

staff had earlier indicated that there would 
be a "h:ird frc:c:zc:" on tlomcstic spending 
for FY95. If so. existing progr:ims will 
have 10 be cut or eliminated to fund any 
increases. And char is a real political 
challenge! 

H:ir d C;:ish in Short Supply 
With no :iddiuonal funds, school 

districts will be forced 10 m:ikc ve.ry h;1rd 
choices in :illoca11ng scarce dollars among 
identified critical needs for Title I ser­
vices. 

The proposed Tide I also :illows the 
expenditure of funds for the coordination 

or integrated services. (It does not include 
money for providing the services. how­
ever. so hcallh pays for health service.\. 
social services pars its share. c:tc.J One 
not.ible C"<ception 10 this is a requirc:m.:nl 
th.:it high-poveny schools conduct health 
screening for :ill children twice a )'e.ir. Jf 
health agencics c,1nno1 pay for this 
service, the bill calls for 1he use of T1tlc I 
funds. 

A much-nccckd ,:.1pansion of tra11si11u11 
,erviccs for chiltlr::n \\ ho will be cn1c:n11� 
THle I pro:,1rJm> from Head Start i� also 
included. What is not clear is whether the 
Hc::id S1:1rt fcder:il budget will inch1dc 
support for these �ervices or the ..:ntirc: co\1 
must be: hornc: b)' eduotion agencie�. Th.: 
s.1me is true: reg:1rd111g 1he health sc.:rc:i:11111�
,ervicc:> prc:\"IOusly 111c:n11oned.

Core Subjects a focus 
The nation's outrageous national deb1 

and its perennial deficit h:ivc placed all 
federal discretionary programs in jeop­
:udy. Shifts in priorities require realloc:i­
tion of severely constricted resource,. 

Finding resources 10 rund prioritic:s "a 
continuing problem throughout the ES::.A 
legislation. Title 2 (formerly Ch.:i;i1er 2 l i,
no exception. Jn order 10 initially fund th.: 
Adminis1ra1ion's strong commi1men110 
professional dcvelopmen1, the proposal 
combines current Chapter 2 dollars wnh :1 
revised Eisenhower grant program. 
Professional development based on the 
core curriculum subjects of National 
Education Goal Three-expanded 10 
include foreign langua!:es and the am­
will be the focu, o( this Title: 1hc bro:id::r 
.\pc:n<ling opponun11ics or the cum:n1 
Chapcer 2 arc clir.iin:i1cd. 

In addition. th::r: is a rn.:irchi:ig 
r..:�u,r:.:m:nt pro�o)d unC!r Title �: 
d1s1rrc1s must !ind 50 ;ier�.::nt of th:!1r 
funding from another source. The othc:: 
hali. howcl'er. l.Jn come irom othc:� 
f.:dc;JI ,ourcc.,. 1ni:ludin� Title I. 

Principllls' Adi ice T:\kcn 
,'\.-\ESP h:!d )uggc:)tc:d J nur:ibc:: or' 

ch:ingi:s rn Title I. bas�d or:1 fc:c:do.:i:k 
irom our members. �Jn)· of 1hcse 
suggestions arc incorporated in the 
Department's propos�I. including: 

• funds dirc:cted 10 the: most needy.
• increased ficxibility for local schools.
• program decisions made at the school

le vcl. 
• coordina1ed. integrated services.
• expanded opportunity for schoolw1dc:

projects. 
• increased support for prot"essionJI 

developmcn1. Jnd 
• initiatives in learning 1c:chnolog1e\.
Elementary and middle: school pr1nc1-

pals h�ve not fared badly ,n 1h1\ pro;1CJ,c:u 
lcgisla11on. Th:! usu:il poli11c:il refin1r.i 
will 1:ike place n,·cr the nc:.x1 sc:veral 
months. but it· s " l'c:ry good start. -=-

Ed Keller 1s NAESP's Deputy Execu­
tive Director. 
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AESP, along with the National 
Head Start Association, the 
Children’s Defense Fund, and 

the High/Scope Foundation, has gone to 
'bat for Head Start, to counter recent 
criticism of the program's effectiveness 
and to encourage the Clinton
Administration’s efforts to serve all 

eligible children.
’in mid-April, NAESP’s Executive 

Director Sam Sava told reporters at a 
Washington press conference that Head 
Start preschooling has made a big 
difference in the lives of the children who 
attend. Sava said Head Start children 
come to school with better language 
skills, with a can-do spirit, in better 
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ested in their education.
He sharply dismissed as too narrow the 

criticism that Head Start’s impact on 
intelligence tests appears to fade after a 
few years. While conceding (hat Head 
Start, like most programs, needs improve­
ment, Sava said that schools, too, must 
pay more attention to the transition from 
Head Start to kindergarten. He noted that 
the society for which Head Start was 
designed in 1965 has changed drastically. 

"In the America of 1965, Head Start 
was a good idea,” said Sava. "In the 
America of 1993, Head Start is a great 
idea. NAESP proudly supports the 
program and urges President Clinton to 
follow through on his pledge to expand 
Head Start to every eligible child.” A
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John Fero
NAESP President
Principal, Jefferson Elementary
Helena. MT

Association-sponsored training on beginning or improving after-school 
programs. At our San Francisco convention, two dozen principals learned how 
to tram others in the basics of child-care programming.

And next fall, every NAESP member will receive NAESP’s new handbook 
on Standards for Quality School-Age Child Care. Written for and by K-8 
principals, this document follows the tradition of NAESP’s four previous 
guidebooks on elementary schools, early childhood programs, teacher evalua­
tion, and proficiencies for principals.

Standards for Quality School-Ace Child Care will, for the first time, outline 
K-8 principals' recommendations for child-care programs serving children ages 
5 to 13. The book defines the role of the school, the principal, and the relation­
ships that should be established with the community, the child care provider, 
and parents. It covers space and time requirements, activities and developmen­
tal programming, staffing options, even budget and legal considerations. 
Standards will be useful to schools or other organizations in starting an 
extended-day program, or in improving an existing one.

NAESP also will publish a short booklet of guidelines for parents to help 
them choose a sound program for their children.

As educators, our concern for children does not start and end with the school 
bell. We know that children's ability to learn is affected by what happens 
outside school .'Our new standards puoncation will help usmssure that those ~ 
out-of-school hours are safe, nunuring. and suppon children's growth and 

development.

on
■arch Roundup 9:3

• "School Restructur-
reference to a paper by
m on "Transforming
ed at ASCD's 1992
Contrary to the
J. however, the paper is

n ASCD. It can be
i the ERIC Document
rvice. at 1-S00-44.'-ERIC health, and with parents who are inter­

ior document ED .550
vT*”'

rademy
Group will present 

. of Highly Effective 
i Principle-Centered 
•nent." To register, call 
t NAESP. <703)63-1-

SP State leaders 
.•ill be he'd 2°

1 ^.,a F is h ws



d Resolutions
legate Assembly

March 26, 1993

)

•r

AC

O.

ieneral Session Keynoters Continued from page 1

g

he

* er

;uie

a er ’
ven’. re.i<!»nc ?.*'d

1”

•n

J(C 
elp

“Celebrate Diversity," Kuykendall 
Tells Third General Session

nity use their algebra?" Daggett asked. 
"In their leisure hours?" •

K-8 principals are better situated to 
warn the public of these global trends 
because they see parents more often than 
secondary school educators do, according 
to Daggett.
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Two health-related planks target the 
school's role in maintaining children’s 
physical well-being and complying with 
disability legislation. Another expands 
the language to include all the ways 
children become drug-damaged—by 
themselves and as a result of parental 

abuse.
Existing resolutions on home school­

ing and compulsory school attendance 
have been separated and strengthened. 
And a plank saluting the effectiveness of 
the National PTA was broadened.

In other action, the delegate assembly 
adopted a proclamation offered by 
Margaret Buckley of New York. The 
proclamation urges President Clinton, 
members of Congress, and the nation’s 
governors to declare as America’s first 
priority the education of its youth, and to 
increase funding for schools.

The delegates also voted to increase 
NAESP membership dues for 1993-94 by 
$20. and recognized outgoing members of 
the NAESP Board of Directors: Don 
Briix, Lillian Brinkley. Fred Brown. Bob 
Hassan, and Joe Ogden. NAESP Presi­
dent John Fero was commended by the 
Montana delegation for his year of service 
to the Association. A

Principals "are the merchants of 
hope," Crystal Kuykendall told the Third 
General Session of the convention. 
Kuykendall, president of Kreative and 
Innovative Resources for Kids (K.I.R.K.). 
said that as early as kindergarten, "too 
many kids get the message that success 
will elude them." But many children 
interact more with adults in school, she 
noted, than at home, so principals must 
make their presence count

of the International Center for Leadership 
and Education in Schenectady, NY. 
Daggett formerly headed Occupational 
Education for New York State, and is 
now active on reform panels in Japan and 
Germany, as well as the U.S. In the 10 
years since A Nation at Risk was released, 
according to Daggett. 47 states have 
responded by toughening curricula, 
lowenng dropout rates, and raising 
graduation requirements. “The class of 
92 is the b<^ educated we have ever 
had."

"However," he added, "they are also 
the worst off." because technological 
change has outstripped curricular change 
by a margin of four-to-one. and other 
countries are working much harder to 
give their students a competitive edge.

Among the curricular areas in which 
other nations are leaving the U.S. behind 
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Greetings to everyone gathered for the 
72nd annual aeeting of the National Association 
of Elementary School Principals.

The challenges of the 21st century require 
nothing less than a world-class educational system. 
This system bears the crucial responsibility of 
preparing our young people to succeed in a rapidly 
changing world. In addition to the devotion of 
school principals, it is essential that teachers, 
parents, and communities dedicate themselves 
to nurturing and supporting young people. Hy 
Administration is coaaltted to supporting these 
efforts by providing the needed resources and a 
strategy that will work to increase learning.

I an confident that, in your discussions, 
you will renew your cocnitnent to the education 
of our children and will share your insight to help 
create the best possible environment for learning. 
Because children represent pur future, we all have 
a stake in preserving their ability to grow up 
healthy, safe, and well educated.

Best wishes for a successful meeting.

A rat bit Ronnie's nose while he slept, 
and when he returned to school, his 
teacher was so affected by his appearance 
that her treatment of him changed. 
Although he was smart beyond his years. 
Kuykendall said, because of the teacher’s 
attitude, he quit participating, and was 
dropped back. “Before the end of school." 
she told the audience. "Ronnie became a 
Bear. I saw him die in second grade."

"Kids grow at different rates." 
Kuykendall reminded the audience. 
"They also learn differently, so we need 
teachers to leach differently. Heteroge­
neous groups and cooperative learning 
help everyone."

She warned educators not to make 
assumptions about student abilities based 
on socioeconomic status, language skills, 
or physical attractiveness. “Attitudes 
affect expectations." Kuykendall said, "so 

fhc hi.’.tiity its rhiltl

C U f I k' C /11 l(j f I kJl J/vni i



Communicato
Education: Golden Gate to Success

San Francisco, Here We Come!In Brief

o

continued on page 3

I

r.

i
I

i

'--■i

..

■1

‘■'■bi

H-.,.

H
n =

Published to serve eieitentary and middle school educators 
by the National Association of Elementary School Principals

SPECIALINSERT

1993 National Fellows 

fngiam

Volume 16. Numoe' 0

February 799J

I
j
i

Beyond the Call
N'AESP mourns the tragic death 

of Brooklyn elementary principal 
Patrick Daly, who was shot in 
crossfire December 17 as he 
searched for a missing student in a 
crime-ridden housing project.

Daly served Public School 15 for 
24 years—as a teacher, assistant 
principal, and finally as principal. 
He is remembered bycolleagues as 
a dedicated, gentle min who had 

devoted his life to helping inner-city 
children succeed. His efforts have 
been featured in s eve ml news stories 
and on national television.

pen up (hat Golden Gate: 
NAESP is on its way to San
Francisco next month for its 73rd 

Annual Convention and Exhibition!
Over 5.000 principals and their guests 

are expected to attend the convention 
March 27-30. which will be held in San 
Francisco’s newly renovated Moscone 
Center. Headlining the event are general 
session speakers Jonathan Kozol, noted 
educator and author of the recent 
bestseller. Savage Inec/tialities: Children 
in America's Schools; Willard Daggett, 
director of the International Center for 
Leadership in Education; and Crystal 
Kuykendall, founder and president of 
K I.R.K.—Kreative and Innovative 
Resources for Kids.

What’s likely to be hot at the 1993 
convention?

"Parent involvement and school/ 
business partnerships." says Mar­
guerite Leishman, NAESP Director of

: .... S...v .

New Teacher Blues
Nearly one-fifth of public school 

teachers hired in 1990 say they are 
likely-to quit the profession in the 
next five years, and lack of parent

Conventions. "We received hundreds of 
excellent program proposals in this area, 
so along with several sessions, we'll have 
special panel discussions and brainstorm­
ing roundtables just on these issues."

Brand new program "tracks" reflect 
expanding priorities of ’90s principals. 
Transformational Leadership." "Innova­

tive Practices." and "School Collabora­
tions 'join traditional categories such a> 
Instruction" and "Supervision and 

Evaluation." This year’s "Total Quality 
Management" truck promises to draw 
crowds: sessions will examine the 
adaptation for schools of business guru 
W. Edwards Deming’s 14-poin( formula 
for success.

Also on tap: special presentations on 
at-risk children, early childhood pro­
grams, math and science education, and 
personal leadership styles. The conven-

I®
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New Secretary on Board
NAESP welcomes to Washington 

the new U.S. Secretary of Educa­
tion, Richard Riley.

Riley, who is former governor of 
South Carolina, led a grassroots 

movement to reform his state's 
public schools that culminated in the 
comprehensive Educational Im­
provement Act of 19S4. ■

NAESP Executive Director Sara 
Sava called Riley "an excellent 
choice" because he understands the ? 
intricacies of education finance and 
the importance of building a strong 
foundation in the early grades.

"He’s already proven he’s a j.A'i 

strong partner in the principal’s 
office." Sava said.
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CAPITOL 
COMMENTS

Ed Keller is NAESP's Deputy Execu­
tive Director

2. Flexibility for Accountability
We have wanted increased flexibility 

(fewer regulations) for years. But how 
can we demonstrate that children's 
learning has improved? How can we 
assure that federal funds are being spent 
as Congress intends'’

1. National Standards/Assessment
President-elect Clinton led the Na­

tional Governors' Association participa­
tion in the development of the six 
national education goals. He is committed 
to high standards for education in order to 
achieve those goals and will "put money 
where his mouth is.”

Assessment will likely move more 
slowly with pilot testing of various 
models at the state level being the focus 
of limited federal funding.

This issue will come under substantial 
debate this session. We’d appreciate 
receiving your ideas on this subject.

economic productivity, and for national 
security will be stressed. The Clinton 
Administration will support increased 
federal funding for education as a clear 
demonstration of its commitment.

Promotion of private school choice 
and vouchers is likely to cease, although 
public school choice, in some form, will 
be proposed. Congress and the adminis­
tration will work together to begin the

long-term modifications that will 
strengthen public education. Among the 
areas likely to receive increased attention:

Much of education's opportunity for 
improved funding will hinge upon how 
well and how soon Congress acts on 
health care reform. Other major legisla­
tive issues facing the President-elect 
include deficit reduction, an economic 
stimulus package (which could include 
school construction and renovation 
funds), immigration policies, and tax 
reform.

As has been typical with each change 
of Administration, there is a very positive 
climate in Washington, DC. A new 
administration, as well as almost one- 
fourth of Congress, holds promise of new 
direction in federal policy—from a more 
responsive government.

Now. more than ever, your congress­
man needs to understand your needs as 
principals working to do your best for 
your students. Invite your congressman to 
school to meet your students, staff, and 
parents. Tell him or her about your school 
community’s needs.

The seeds of change were well planted 
in the November election. They must be 
nurtured by the accurate, in-the-trenches 
information that only principals can 
provide. A

Education should be 
inamuchmore 

comfortable position

Democratic administration and 
a Democratic Congress—what 
can we expect for 1993?

Will it be the contentious behavior of

the Carter years, or is there a new sense 
of commitment to cooperation?

I believe we'll have cooperation, for 

two reasons.
First, both the incumbents and the 

"rookies'' were elected because they 
promised that Washington. DC, would 
not be business as usual. Logjams, they 
satd. would be broken, gridlock would 
dissolve, and the administration and 
Cor.gros would begin a new era of 
dealing productively with the major 
issues facing our nation

The second reason they'll cooperate 
survival. President-elect Clinton has 
come to office with 43 percent of the 
popular vote. Many members of Congress *^ 
were elected with very slight majorities. 
The public wants change and will give 
those elected a chance to carry it out. But 
if the gridlock continues, there will be a 
significant turnover in Congress in the 
199-t election. Our officials know they 
have to take action in this session, and do 
it early, or they are in deep trouble.

What does President-elect Clinton 
bring to the debate? What will his 
positions be on education issues? Based 
on his pre- and post-election statements, 
education should be in a much more 
comfortable position than it has been 
during the past 12 years.

Since 1981. the public has been 
battered with statement after statement 
about how bad the American education 
system is, how our children and youth are 
being ill-served by the public schools, 
how unfavorably the United States 
compares to other nations.

Now, we'll have an approach that 
recognizes needs but also supports the 
many positive accomplishments demon­
strated daily in our public schools. From 
the “bully pulpit" will come a call for all 
Americans to support a stronger, more 
vital education system committed to 
learning for all children. The imponance 
of education for active citizenship, for

'..V
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.■ . - : Great Expectations
by Ed Keller

during the past 12 

■ jears.

3, Readiness
As Arkansas governor, Clinton 

supported the HIPPY program, a compre­
hensive parenting education program 
similar to Missouri’s successful Parents 
As Teachers initiative. During the 
election campaign, Clinton called for 
increased funding for Head Start. Based 
on these commitments, our next Presider 
is likely to recommend much stronger 
support for school readiness program', 
perhaps coupled with comprehensive 
health and social services components 
Something might be done to enhance the 
preschool portion of Chapter 1, as we;:.
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economic productivity, and for national 
security will be stressed. The Clinton 
Administration will support increased 
federal funding for education as a clear 
demonstration of its commitment.

Promotion of private school choice 
and vouchers is likely to cease, although 
public school choice, in some form, will 
be proposed. Congress and the adminis­
tration will work together to begin the

1. National Standards/Assessment
President-elect Clinton led the Na­

tional Governors' Association participa­
tion in the development of the six 
national education goals. He is committed 
to high standards for education in order to 
achieve those goals and will "put money 
where his mouth is."

Assessment will likely move more 
slowly with pilot testing of various 
models at the state les cl being the focus 
of limited federal funding.

long-term modifications that will 
strengthen public education. Among the 
areas likely to receive increased attention: 
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2. Flexibility for Accountability
We have wanted increased llexibilit) 

(fewer regulations) for years. But how 
can we demonstrate that children's 
learning has improved.’ How can we 
assure that federal funds are being spent 
as Congress intends’’

Democratic administration and 
a Democratic Congress—what 
can we expect for 1993? 

Will it be the contentious behavior of
the Carter years, or is there a new sense 
of commitment to cooperation?

I believe we'll have cooperation, for 
two reasons.

First, both the incumbents and the 
"rookies" were elected because they 
promised that Washington, DC, would 
not be business as usual. Logjams, they 
said, would be broken, gridlock would 
dissolve, and the administration and 
Coneicss would begin a new era of 
dealing productively with the major 
issues facing our nation

Die second reason they'll cooperate 
survival President-elect Clinton has 
come io office with 43 percent of the 
popular vote. Many members of Congress 
were elected with very slight majorities 
The public wants change and will give 
those elected j chance to carry it out But 
it the gridlock continues, there will be a 
■significant turnover in Congress m the 
1994 election. Our officials know they 
have to take action in this session, and do 
it early, or they are in deep trouble. 

What does President-elect Clinton 
bring to the debate? What will his 
positions be on education issues? Based 
on his pre- and post-election statements, 
education should be in a much more 
comfortable position than it has been 
during the past 12 years.

Since 1981. the public has been 
battered with statement after statement 
about how bad the American education 
system is. how our children and youth are 
being ill-served by the public schools, 
how unfavorably the United States 
compares to other nations.

Now. we'll have an approach that 
recognizes needs but also supports the 

many positive accomplishments demon­
strated daily in our public schools. From 
the "bully pulpit" will come a call for all 
Americans to suppon a stronger, more 
vital education system committed to 
learning for all children. The imponance 
of education for active citizenship, for

Great Expectations
by Ed Keller

Ed Keller is NAESP's Deputy Execu­
tive Director
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school construction and renovation 
funds), immigration policies, and tax 
reform.

As has been typical with each change 
of Administration, there is a very positive 
climate in Washington, DC. A new 
administration, as well as almost one- 
fourth of Congress, holds promise of new 
direction in federal policy—from a more 
responsive government.

Now, more than ever, your congress­
man needs to understand your needs as 
principals working to do your best for 
your students. Invite your congressman to 
school to meet your students, staff, and 
parents. Tell him or her about jour senool 
community’s needs.

The seeds of change were well planted 
in the November election. They must be 
nurtured by the accurate, in-the-trencnv.s 
information that only principals can 
provide. A

3. Readiness
As Arkansas governor. Clinton

Supported the HIPPY program, a compre­
hensive parenting education program 
similar to Missouri's successful Parents 
As Teachers initiative. During the 
election campaign. Clinton called for 
increased funding for Head Start. B.is.-.t 
on these commitments, our nevi Preside 
is likely to recommend much strutted 
support tor sdi.i.ii readi.-cs, 
perhaps coupieu witn .omp.-ehen

services „
Something m.ght be .imie : 
preschool portion of Chant-,



>5

• -V

Iy.

k.

*

VOLUME 7
• /-T

.v «. i i

-32

\

:

S*'

i ft

■j *1

•■•: .•

>•

J
MX

y

*?-****-rr
f

•. .

------- /lf-

i ■

■Aif?

*- 4

Ideas for a Better Year5%

.! ■ • -Vv z.-. -r .CbJxtAu.. .vj

•ki

»
i

t-

V “ <

H

M,

■- /■’V-.'-;'

X7

w

<•>•■ ••

I
K .

.v

’* -1.-. ;•

ft

' y

• ••>■ .. ■;'•••.

x-: 
■'*•:’.:•■ X;. 
MM';

T-‘:.

.»5^.
IM-

A New Direction for Education 
= by Secretary ofEducationRichard IV. RUey

hi
8

?4;

**•

« < -i

R&gg. I

■-• i ■ 
, -f

tfagf A.

.J>r

,:■> rf. - ".W-S. is, .....

K

: <6 - 

<<O>;

* A

81;
IH

v:

:/ Z./X.

. . >
= =-- .?:;■

IKSB
Ifi

'ter-w'f ■ -s -si;- • ■ ® Jsi
JB .M

11ft

r-« ' * 

‘A

-—----------- -■ • ■ ■—■; i

.♦ W-.Hfrr

P-f.

■ •>:.
•• •>< ^4..•■• 
•: ’ ,.* V
■■ •■:.’•<;.•■•■• ■■ i 

A -- A >. 
‘ ‘ i» •; ■«»’ 

■?a

‘ 't

!•- •

I .M 
te

.......;w| j

*•»- - •*. *• .•i- «A<0.y , 4^ ■ yK>.

K^ESSSS

fr.l Vi Ti iiiai

s:

HIBt
i...Jf Ji w

hi V 'MiLs

5



A New Direction for
Education

RICHARD W. RILEY mv

A
“Principals can work with

teachers, students, parents,

and community members to

create commitments to

common values and shape

visions that will result in a

positive climate for leaching

and learning."

Richard W. Riley is U. S. Secretary of Education.

SEPTEMBER 1993
5

It’s going to take a lot of cooperation by a lot of people to 
“reinvent” American education.

sessments and to achieving our six 
National Education Goals.

s we begin the 1993-94 
school year. I want you to 
know that I value and re­
spect the important work 
that principals arc doing Tor 
our children and for 
American education. In

preparation for the new year. I know you 
have been making important decisions on 
personnel, curriculum, and instructional 
materials, while trying to allocate re­
sources in ways that will produce positive 
results in meeting the needs of your stu­
dents. And 1 know that’you stand ready to 
embrace all opportunities to improve 
teaching and learning in your schools.

The winds of change are stirring across 
the educational landscape in America. 
The philosopher Alfred North Whitehead 
made an important point when he said. "In 
all education, the main cause of failure is 
staleness." If we fail to adapt to meet the 
needs of those we seek to teach, our job 
will be impossible.

One of the dominant objectives of 
President Clinton’s educational reform 
program is the establishment of world- 
class curriculum standards which chal­
lenge all students. 1 support the effort 
currently under way to create voluntary 
curriculum standards for our students, and 
feel strongly that they should be tied to as-

Reinventing Education
But we need to do more; we need a 

drastic overhaul so that all students have 
new and better opportunities to achieve 
those goals.

President Clinton calls it "reinventing 
education."

Change is difficult, but change we 
must. And positive change is the inherent 
theme as the Department of Education re­
examines and strengthens its partnerships 
with state and local ed­
ucation agencies, and 
promotes coherent, 
systemic education 
reform based on vol­
untary and interna­
tionally competitive 
academic and occupa­
tional standards.

1 am familiar with 
the difficulty of at­
tempting to make sig­
nificant changes in our 
education system. As 
governor of South
Carolina. I strongly 
supported a campaign 
that produced a vast 
number of changes.
Using such methods as 

toll-free education hotlines and educational 
town forums to reach and rally citizens, we 
convinced state legislators not only to man­
date comprehensive reforms but to provide 
substantial funding. Goals and targets were 
set. and initiatives were designed to meet 
them.

For example, to improve performance in 
basic skills, early childhood programs for 
four-year-olds were put in place to improve 
readiness; competitive grants were made 
available to principals and teachers to try 
innovative ideas; attendance laws were 
tightened to increase learning time; extra 

help was provided to 
any student falling 
below basic skill stan­
dards; and graduation 
requirements were 
strengthened.

Each of the six 
goals in the South 
Carolina Education 
Improvement Act had 
a similar set of com­
prehensive. coherent 
strategies developed 
through committees of 
statewide leaders 
linked with local edu­
cators (including 
many principals), par­
ents. business leaders, 
and citizens.
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development organization, local busi­
nesses. and a church to create a better en­
vironment for students, both in and out of 
school. The overall goal of increasing stu­
dent self-esteem has been served well by 
mentoring and tutoring programs, along 
with field trips, career days, and help in 
purchasing textbooks and supplies, all 
supponed by either the community orga­
nization or local government officials.

As a result of these efforts, ten years 
later student performance in basic and ad­
vanced skills has improved substantially 
by all measurements in South Carolina.

I 
I

Chamber of Commerce and the Nation. 
Alliance of Business, as well as th 
Department of Labor, the Department i 
Health and Human Services, and other gm 

emmem agencies. My staff and I also met 
regularly with education associations an 
other groups interested in public educanoi

Forging Partnerships
Partnerships between schools and with 

colleges are also important elements of 
change. In South Carolina, the Center for 
the Advancement of Teaching and School 
Leadership at Winthrop University linked 
70 schools involved in the change process 
with one or more college panners. Now 
these 70 schools have been paired with 30 
new schools. The result is a powerful net­
work of schools and colleges sharing 
ideas, solving problems, and building a 
“critical mass" for improvement.

The San Diego School District chose 
Hamilton Elementary School as the test 
site for its New Beginnings initiative.

know and be able to do.
At the federal level, we aic mipioving 

our communication with communities by 
satellite town meetings, conferences, and 
other means, fhc Department of Education 
works with business groups like the U.S.

The Bottom-Up Approach
I have learned from this and other expe­

riences that the bottom-up approach
works when you involve the nuts-and-
bolts people. Who knows better than on­
site school administrators and teachers the
kind of changes that have the best chance
of improving education? And perhaps the
most significant lesson that 1 learned in
South Carolina was that parent and public
support are crucial.

To achieve our National Education
Coals will take similar commitment and
involvement from what Cicero called
“partnerships for the common good."
Fortunately, the partnership concept is
gaining momentum and yielding tangible
results in urban, rural, and suburban set­
tings around the country.

In Fort Washington. Maryland, an eth­
nically diverse suburban community near
the nation’s capital, the principal and staff
of Indian Queen Elementary School linking San Diego County, the city of San 

Diego, the school district, and community 
college district. The partnership, which 
has been expanded to include other local 
agencies and service providers, is work­
ing on long-range efforts to make funda­
mental changes in the way services are 
provided.

The New Beginnings center provides

Carpenters of Education
While partnerships like thes 

strengthen our schools, as principals yo 
have been and should continue to b 
major catalysts for change in sou 
schools. Your role is crucial in determin 
ing what your school should be. Principal­
can work with teachers, students, parents 
and community members to create com 
mitments to common values and shape vi 
sions that will result in a positive chmak 
for teaching and learning.

Sam Rayburn, a former S|Kakcr ol die 
House of Representatives, was fond of say ■ 
ing. "Any jackass can kiAdown a bam. 

but it takes a carpenter to build one " 
Rayburn's metaphor is appropriate lor 
President Clinton’s education agenda 
which asks all Americans to become car­
penters in rebuilding our education sy stem

The President’s "Goals 2000: Educate 
America" legislation is our national blue­
print for change (see box). It gives you. 
the principals, an opponunity to help re­
design the whole school process by build­
ing partnerships, revitalizing the 
curriculum, expanding community and 
parental support, and actively participat­
ing in the national movement to achieve 
educational excellence for all students.

This legislation will provide incentive 

grants to schools, districts, and states to 
reinvent their schools, comprehensively 
and systematically. It will help cut bu­
reaucratic red tape to allow greater inno­
vation. and help develop voluntary 
national standards that will provide 
schools with challenging goals

their families. Classroom teachers at the
school arc trained to identify and refer to
the center children who are experiencing
academic, behavioral, attendance, or
health problems.

States can also play an important part­
nership role. In Vermont, for example, the
state department of education has con­
ducted focus forums across the stale.
where residents are asked open-ended

questions about what students should Looking Ahead

Much of what we’re now doing .n the 
lederal level within the Gv-.ii- .(sfo 
framework is consistent with what many 
innovative principals are doing .n their 
schools. And we will continue to use this 
Iramcwork to guide us in redesigning the

worked with parents, community organi­
zations, and more than 40 businesses to
open a unique multicultural resource and
art center. Representatives from various
cultures, organizations, and businesses
donated or loaned relics, artifacts, and
crafts for the center, including a Filipino
exhibit from the National Museum of
Natural History. There are also examples social and health services for children and 
of African-American, Native American,
Asian and early American cultures.

The center's coordinator calls it a
“cross-cultural educational approach,"
pans of which will be integrated into the
school curriculum.

Another example of the bottom-up ap­
proach is Richardson Elementary School.
vinually surrounded by low-income hous­
ing projects in an area of Washington.
D.C.. where drugs, crime, and violence
are epidemic. Nevenheless. Richardson
has emerged a winner. Last year it wax
cited as one of the top schools in the city's 
Pannership in Education program.

At Richardson, the school-based man­
agement team worked with a community
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and police tend 10 ignore 1hem. Several 
yl..':ir, ;1go. a Na,hv1lle elcmen1ary ,chool 
prim.:,pal had 10 co111i,c.11e ;1 hccf)l..'r from a 
1111) lir,1 grader who wa, hcing u,ed .,, a 
.. ,unne, .

. 
for a drug 1ral ficker.

Whal Can Schools Do?

The rule or 1humh m c.:omha1,ng vm• 
k1K·e ,n ,c.:hool i, 111 rcnHl\'C 1hc 11u1ril·11i­
"hl..'rc�cr fl<'"lhk. hul Ill h.,vc ,1;11 f m,.:111, 
hcr, "ho :ire fl•.ul� tu tk:11 v. uh 11 111 'l'' • 
,:1 .11 V. .I), \\ h�•ll 11 lll'lllr' 

I /11° L111,11 l1·tl1:1 uli/1' Sd11111I 11\."f\l llllld 
,t111uld hcl'llllll..' f.11111liar v. 1th thl• 1tl1t") 11· 
d,1t1t.· �ymhol,. 1cn11,. or phra,,.:, 1111�·11 
employed a, ide1111tier, hy g.,ng, and 
11f1c11 mi1111d.cd hy young,11.."r, who arc 
Ill 1( g.,ng lllCllll'x:" ( .\l'I' "'"I'\). 

! . ./1,111 /i11·1·,·, "'11!, ,·,1111111111111,r /n1,ll'n.
1111/111·. ,111tl 11111 ntl\. Tall. with Ioctl polK·c 
of
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icers. especially thoi.c who mo�l fre-
4uen1ly deal with youth violence. Find ou1 
others in your community who knuw 
about local gang\ and can )hare critical in• 
fonnation-the names of gangs, their ter­
ritories, their identifiers. the numbers and 
characteristics of their members. and their 
modes of operation. 

Too often parenis and school staff are 
separated by walls of staff "professional­
ism" and the parents· own negative school 
experience. But by making sincere al­
tempts to break down these walls. schools 
can provide information and suppon for 
parenis-and parents can provide info,. 
mation and suµpon for school personnel. 

3. /mpltmtnt sptcial curricula in all

[(radts. Schools should adapt or develop 
an anti-gang curriculum like tha1 used by 
the Paramount. Califomia. schools (We,1 
and Ostos I 9R2). The curriculum focu,es 
on showing what a gang lifes1ylc is really 
like. providing allcma1ivcli to gang mem­
bership. developing �elf-esteem. teaching 
skills for dealing with peer pressure. giv­
ing drug abuse infonnation. describing 
the consequences of criminal behavior. 
and exploring career opportunities. In 
four studie� with differenl groups. 90 10 
YX percent of the students u-.ing thi-. cur­
riculum c,-pn:�!>ed unwllhngnc�s 10 a!>Ml· 
ciate with a gang on the post-le�,. a� 
compared 10 50 percent on the pre1c�1. 
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By teaching prob­
lem-solving and social 
i.kills. including nun­
violent connict rei.olu­
tion methods and the 
avoidance of AIDS 
and sexually 1ransmi1-
1cd discasci.. schools 
may be able to elimi­
nate one of the princi­
pal auractions of gang 
membership. A s1rong 
program of incentive� 
and suppon for acade­
mic pcrfonnance will 
maximize the effects 

"Tllrea/s and inlimidatio11 do 

rc.,pet:l .ind to fl'cl 
powerful. If 1hrca1-
ened with di,nplin.tr� 
:1c.:1io11. mcmbcr� lllJ� 

well "up the an1c 
.. 

wi1h an even greater 
threat of their 01\ n. 
Empty 1hrea1s arc 
worse than uscles�. 

not work with gang 

members .... If lhreatened 

with disciplinary action, 

members may well 'up the 
Communicat ion 

should indic;11e re­
spect. rather than frar 
or hostility. In Jll) 

discussions of student 
problems. demon-

ante' with an even greater 

threat ... " 

of these curriculum 
activities. 

4. Treat ruch Jl11cle111
,...i,h rc•.tpC"cl. Provide 1eac.:her� and sc.:hool
\laff with inserv,ce framing ahout gang,. 
their appeal to children. and the implic.:a• 
lions of gang ac.:tivi1y. The training i.hould 
include in!>truc1111n on how 10 1111erac.:1 Ill· 

dividually with gang members. when ii i., 
important 10 keep cool ;ind not b1!c.:oml' 
emotional. Humor of1en can work 10 
defuse a tense s11ua1ion. although .. p111-
down 

.. 
humor m:,y he c.:uunterpror.ul'llvl' 

(Cantrell I 992 ). 
Threat� and tnt11111da11on do nm w11rl. 

with gang mcmtx:r�. Remcmhcr that a pn­
mary rca�on for 101111ng a gang ts to g:11n 

strate that you arc �•n­
cere without trying 10 
be a therapist. Stu• 
dents have very gootl 

"phoninc-.!> detel.'tnrs" and arc hkd:,, 111 

�top talJ.;ing to .idults 1hcy fed arc .,1111pl� 
playing a role. Don ·1 push if gang mo.:111• 
hers arc rcluCl:tnl to talk about their nin• 
ccrn,. hut point out the pncc they pa) tor 
gang memberi.h1p in 1erm� of per�on.,I 
indepcndencc. 

Finally. don·1 ask students 10 puN1l· 
goals 1hey canno1 real1s11cally rc,Kh. 
rat+ier. help them 10 �ee .ind ma�c J;1l,·· 
s.iving choices with their peers. A,king J 
�1udcnt to leave (or not to join I a g.111!! 
may f')IJ��•bly plJ<.:e 1hc �tudeni m danger 
ln .. 1ead. try 10 provide the �1uden1 v. uh 
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practical allematives. both social and aca• 
demic. that might help minimize negative 
peer involvement and provide other av­
enues or suppon. 

5. Make ynur schnnl a .tofr ho,·rn. As
violence intrudes on student"' everycl.iy 
lives. guns h;ive hcc:ome an .ic:ccptccl parl 
or their world. In 1992, Cleveland's Gun 
Safety Institute commissioned a study that 
sampled 461 fifth. seventh, and ninth 
graders. Among the lindings: 22 percent 
or the boys po-.se,,cd their own gun,. and 
their reasons paralleled many of the .it• 
tractions of gang membl:rship: excite• 
mcnt. power. s.ifety . .ind the U!,C of 
.iggression to !,Olvc problem" and re�pond 
to insults (Shapiro 199,'\). 

A M.:hnol may abo he ripe for g.,ing. in­
tru!,ion if it has hccome. or ha� the potcn• 
tial to be . .i marketplace for drug� ( Vrc:an 
I 9!U(). The overage age for lir!,t cJtpcri­
mentation with drugs is about 11 for boy� 

and 13 for g1tb. and even younger !,tu• 
dents arc trying drugs (Greenbaum et al

19R9). Gang income depends largely on 
drug sales. and much or the gang-related 
violence that affects schools result.-. from 
�trugglc!, between rival gang., for drug.­
-.elling "lltrl"' (Vrcan llJXX). 

Muke your sc.:hool u �arc haven from 
gang activity by: 

• Estubll\hing dress and disc1pl111�·
codes. Dress codes should ban gang idcn­
tiliers. some or which become fad it�n" 
for non-gang members: 

• Prohibiting and reporting to polic:c ull
gung recruiting :1ctivities: 

• Impounding. hccpcr, and hc:1dpl11111c.:�.
• lxvcloping dear polic:ic� 1111 a�,:rnlt

and weapons possession. and making �urc 

Teachers and Gangs 

What arc the chances or a teacher being assaulted by gang members? Huff ( 1989) 
studied Ohio gungs for two years and concluded that teuchers who lirst demonstrate 
that they care about a youth, and then arc !inn, fair, and appropriately assenive. arc 
rarely, if ever, assaulted by gang members. But teachers who back down under in­
timidation an: more likely to be victims or assault. Huff found no instances of teach­
ers who insisted on ac.idemic perfonnance (within caring relationships) bl:ing 
assaulted; while such teachers were respected by gang members. those perceived :is 
weak were often exploited. 

You can't let children back into school unless the 
lice eggs, as well as the lice are completely gone. 

You recommend a pesticide to treat lhe lice infestation 
but pesticides don't remove lhe lice eggs !nits). Nit· 

picking can take hours. You need to recommend 
-c

:�. "I'm _J�ny. e can't 
-�.-- allow .. her back into

Clear"' Lice-Egg Remover to loosen the cement· 
like glue that bonds eggs to hair. Combing 
out lice eggs is fast and easy. 

\ 
�\ 

scltool.i'ffie lice are �one,
hu.t�JJt��. eggs aren j."

·•ti'.: �· � I:..� . �-.. : . ·.·. 

Clear also helps remove S 
unwanted toxic chemicals &i:� 
lice-killing products leave �elf \c��� 1 ... . #, ''i' 

l 

, 

behind so hair feels soft and . --. :::::------ � 
� - :- � 

clean. For more information 
·':,: ··_.;;call l-800-783-1919.

.. .. . . ,,
�.J 

.,_

,.···. 
. clear~ Lice-Egg Remover· . Always recommend Clear ... lt completes the job

,t:::�:-fJ'. . llce-kJlllng products only start.

t�:;lf�L:.::·z�.. 
Cl[Al U I lUdtmtrt Of Cut ftcnnoto11H. tnc Pattnl ,tnd1n1 



1ha1 all your s1udcn1s arc aware of chem: 
• Rcponing assaull and weapons of­

fenses 10 district au1hori1ics and police; 
• Seeking and removing gang graffiti;

and 
• Being clear, finn, fair, and consistent 

in enforcement. D 
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A Sampler of Gang Identifiers 

Symbols-Distinctive symbols, such a� 
s1ars with 6 or 5 points, crowns with 
pointed or rounded tops, or rabbil heads 
with straight or bent cars, arc used in 
graffiti, on clothing, and in jewelry. 

Signals-Ann� are folded in a ccnain 
way, or fingers arc used 10 form distinc­
tive hand signals. 

Graffiti--Symbols and slogans arc dis­
played on buildings, streets, or propcny 
to mark a gang's 1crri1ory; an opposing 
gang may display another gang's symbol 
upside down as a sign of disrespect. 

Slogans-Phrases and terms with spe­
cific meanings for gang members. 

Right/Ldt Rule-Positioning of an 
identifying item on the lcfl or right side. 
such as a bandanna hanging from a 
pocket, fastened 10 a belt loop, or lied 
around a leg. 

Colors-Colors and color combina­
tions arc chosen by gangs and often used 
in clothing, shoes, hair decora1ions, 
beads, and canings. 

Clothing-Clothing commonly worn 
by gang members include: 

• Jogging suits in gang colors;
• Swcatshins worn with hood showing

gang colors: 

• Hats tilted in a cenain way, in gang 
colors or with gang insignia; 

• "New Wave Star," layers of head­
covering material worn under 1he h.11 and 
hanging down the back, wi1h gang colors 
and/or symbols; 

• Single glove. worn on either the left
or righ1 hand; 

• Gym shoes in distinctive color com­
binations of shoe and laces. such as 1wo 
sets of colored lac� in one or both shcxs. 
or with the tongue turned up in one ancl 
down in the other. 

• Pockets with insides dyed in gang
colors; 

• Panis legs rolled up on right or left.

Jewelry-Includes earrings worn on 
the lefl or right car; rings worn on ccnain 
fingers: necklaces, bracelets. or key ring� 
in gang colors or with gang symbols. 

Bu11ons-lmprin1cd with the gang·� 
symbol or slogan. 

Hairstyles-These may include de­
signs cut into th� hair, colored beads or 
barreues. colored slTCaks on differcm 
sides of the head, pony-tail bands of d1f­
feren1 colors. or combs worn in 1he hair. 

Fingernails-Two nails pain1ed w11h 
gang colors on left or right hand. 

(Reprinted with pcm11ss1on from Journal of £motional and Bthuv,oral Probltms, Spring 1992) 

9 
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’iolence. We can’t seem to escape it. 
We see it on the local and national 
news, in newspapers, on magazine 

covers. Violence is today's hot topic, not 
only in the media but in our everyday con­
versations. No longer regarded as an inner- 
city phenomenon, violence has become 
endemic throughout the nation. No one 
feels completely safe, even when shop­
ping—or going to school.

This issue of Principal focuses on chil­
dren's health and safety. But knowing 
about the dangers of asthma and asbestos, 
or ensuring children's safely on the play­
ground, are of little value if kids are at­
tacked on their way to and from school. 
Violence has become such a concern for 
educators that some schools are spending 
money on metal detectors instead of 
books.

In this issue, Robert and Mary Lynn 
Cantrell report: "American children are 
experiencing pain and violence as never 
before—both firsthand and vicariously. In 
a typical 18 hour-period from 6 a.m. to 
midnight...ten television stations in 
Washington, D.C., spewed 1,846 individ­
ual acts of violence....Yet in schools the 
following day. we still expect children ex­
posed to this...to sit up straight, behave 
themselves, and show respect for their 
teachers and other adults."

Last summer three federal depart­
ments—Education. Justice, and Health 
and Human Services—co-sponsored a 
forum in Washington on "Violence

Prevention for Our Nation's Children.” 
Education Secretary Richard Riley. 
Attorney General Janet Reno, and HHS 
Secretary Donna Shalala, along with other 
influential figures in education, law. and 
the media, examined the extent of the vio­
lence problem, and discussed ways to ad­
dress it.

It’s easy to say that we need to get nd of 
gangs and guns, but the heart of any 
meaningful solution is to get rid of atti­
tudes toward violence that seem to re­
quire guns. Violence is not innate, say 
psychologists: it is learned from many 
sources. Children are not bom with ten­
dencies toward violent behavior, but even 
the youngest quickly pick up and imitate 
what they see around them.

The American Psychological Asso­
ciation's recent report on "Violence and 
Youth" notes that viewing hour after hour 
of TV violence desensitizes people. We 
have to do more than limit the amount of 
TV violence that kids watch; we must also 
help them understand and become more 
aware of what they sec.

But while television and the other mass 
media may increase our consumption of 
violence, and even whet our appetite for 
it, we can also see violence near at hand 
every day. An angry driver stuck in traffic 
leans on his horn and gestures obscenely. 
A frustrated mother in a supermarket 
slaps her crying child.

Tension. Aggravation. We all get mad 
at times, especially when we are under 

stress. These are facts of life that won 
change. But the way we deal with the 
conditions—and the way we teach chi 
dren to deal with them—can and mu 
change.

Kids must learn, from our example . 
well as our teaching, that it is not accep 
able to vent their frustrations in escala 
ing violence. Arguments that used to er. 
with fists all too often now end with gun 
(All too often fists didn't solve the pro: 
lems, either.)

We must teach children how to resoh 
disputes without resorting to violence. I 
"Peaceful Solutions to Violence." Le 
Angeles principal Annette Kessler ask 
"What can we as educators do to revers 
this trend toward violence? How do w 
provide our students, staff, and comnu 
nity with the altitudes and skills needed i 
promote nonviolent solutions to the 
problems?"

She describes how her inner-city scIkh 
uses some of its older and rcs|H’ilvd sti 
dents to help their peers resolve eonllic: 
peacefully by keeping cool and maint.m 
ing control.

Violence can actually cause br.ii 
damage in children, says San 
Schanberg, a Duke University biologic, 
psychiatrist. But they can grow up no: 
mally, even when surrounded by poseit 
and violence, if their bad experiences ai. 
neutralized by a caring adult.

Megan Gunnar, a child psychologiM .: 
the University of Minnesota, writes th.: 
such resiliency has iodo with "protcctis. 
factors like the quality of home life. ih. 
parent-child relationship, or another rel.i 
lionship that provides some security t< 
the child.”

Because violence takes many forms. >. 

must our response to it. We can write lei 
ters to newspapers and politicians protest­
ing gratuitous violence in the media. W\ 
can lobby for laws restricting kids' .icce>' 
to handguns. We can teach children how 
to resolve their conflicts peacefully. W 
can give them a sense of security, al lea- 
while they're in school. And we c.m k 
mind them—and ourselves—of the wu 
dom inhcrcni in the old adage. "Count n 
ten."
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The bt/1 rings for recess and 500 chil­

drtn pour out into an overcrowded school 

yard to play in assigned areas. Among 

them art students wearing blue and gold 

sashes across their chests�he Weemes 

Peacemakers. They position themselves 

in pairs al strategic locations to monitor 

the activin·es of younger children. 

As the second graders begin a kickball 

game, Kevin inadvertently backs into 

Brian, who pushes him in retaliation. 

They confront each other and a fight is 

about to begin when in step sixth-grade 

Peacemakers Tara and Maria. They 

offer their assistance and give the boys 

the ground rules for talking out their 

conflict: Don't interrupt,· don't call the 

other person names; be as honest as you 

can; and agree to solve the problem. 

The diuussion begins under the 

watchful eyes of the Peacemakers, and 

you see the boys' initial anger begin to 

fade. They become calm, then shake 

hands and go back to their game. Tara 

and Maria smile as they realit.t that their 

intervention worked: another conflict 

has been peaceably resolved. 

NOVEMBER 1993 

iolence is a national prob­
lem th:it is splashed acro�s 
the front page almost every 
day. A constant media blitz 
provides lurid details of 
gang lights, drive-by shoot• 
ings. and other violent 

crime. In the Los Angeles area alone. 
there were more than 800 gang-related 

shootings last year. 
Whal can we as educators do 10 reverse 

this trend toward violence? How do we 

provide our student�. staff. and commu­

nity with the a11i1udes and skills needed 10 
promote nonviolent solu11ons 10 their 
problems? 

Education is essential 10 counter the 
widespread problem of violence. and at 
L. B. Weemes Elementary School in
South Central Los Angeles. we have im­
plemented several programs de.�igned 10
provide our school community with con­
nict-resolution skills. Our go:il is to
ch;mge the allitude� and behavior pa1tcm�
of our I .800 s1uden1s. and 10 provide them

with a drug-free and violence-free school
environmenc �upponed by parents. staff.
and community members.

Annelle Kc<slcr 1, pnnc 1p1t or L B. Wccmc, 
Elcmcnmy School in Los Angele�. 

Guns Are Not for Kids 

We arc especially proud of our school', 
S1ra1ght Talk About Risks (ST AR l pro­

gram. developed by the Center 10 Pre, enc 
Handgun Violence. STAR teache� chil• 
dren life-saving behaviors through ,an• 
ous activities that can be incorporated m11, 
classroom instruction. h has given our 
teachers a concrete model to raise stu• 
dents· awareness of gun violence. panicu• 
larly the dangers of carrying and u�in� 
guns. 

ST AR enables children 10 practice re­
solving connicts without resoning 10 vio­
lence. and to develop skills in crn,cal 
thinking. recognizing and conirollini 
anger, resisting peer pressure, and distin­
guishing between violence in real life and 
on television. h teaches them that guns :1r� 
dangerous at any time. and provides them 
with specilic alternatives to gun use. In 
classroom�. children can be heard ch;mt­
ing :i ST AR message that tells them v.•h;ic 
10 do when they sec guns: "Don't 1011d1 
the gun; gee out of the si1ua11011: 1dl ;1 

trusted adult." 
We launched the STAR program earl) 

in 1993 with a schoolwide poster cam• 
paign addressing gun safety. The vivid 
posters, which challenge society 10 take a 
good look a1 the lack of leadership 10 en­
sure violence-free environments for chil• 

Children and Handguns 

• Every day in America, 14 children ages 19 and under arc killed by guns in acci­
dents, suicides, and homicides. 

• Gunshot wounds to children ages 16 and under nearly doubled in major urban
areas between 1987 and 1990. 

• Nearly half (48%) of all black teenage males who died in 1988 were killed with

guns. 

• Firearm murders of youngsters 19 and under increased 125 percent between 191:14

and 1990. 

• An estimated 1.2 million latchkey children or elementary school age have access
to guns in their homes. 

• In 1991. gun accidents were the fifth-leading cause of accidental death for chil­
dren ages 14 and under. 

(Dara from vanous sources provided by Center to Prevent Handgun Violence.) 



drcn. became a powerful medium for stu• 
dents to express concerns and share feel• 
ings about violence in their lives. 

To complement ST AR, we have also 
introduced these programs: 

Second Sttp: This violence-prevention 
program emphasizes social skills 10 re­
duce impulsive and aggressive behavior. 

Drug Awareness Resistance Education 

(DARE): This is a partnership between the 
Los Angeles Police Depanment and the 
Los Angeles Unified School D1.mict 
aimed al teaching children anger/stress 
management, decision-making skill:.. and 
connic1 resolution. 

Parent Education: Weemes has devel• 
oped a program that emphasizes parenting 
.�kills and helps parents make appropriate 
responses when confronted with connic1s 
and family disputes. 

Wumes Pcoremakers: More lh,m 100 

Weemes students have received IO to 12 
hours of training 1n connict resolution 
1echniquc.�. Selected 1hrough teacher rec­
ommendations based on their leadership 
skills and ability 10 gain respect from their 
peers, the Peacemakers meet every 1wo 
weeks with 1he �chool counselor 10 db­
cuss problems and solutions they have 
experienced. 

In addition 10 these programs. we have 
developed support groups 10 respond 10 
lingering effects of the civil unrcs1 that 
left its mark on the school's South Central 
Los Angele, neighborhood last ye.tr. We 
tap into all avail.iblc resources in the art:a 
10 assist our parents and staff with positive 
connict-rcsolution techniques. with an 
emphasis on building self-c�tcem and de­
veloping awan:ne�� about violcm:e. 

Tht belt rings again and the children 

begin to leave the play yard. Gregory, a 

Peaetmaktr, is busy watching them and 

bumps into Danielle, anolhtr Peace• 

maker, who turns around angrily. Befort 

sht can speak, Grtgory puts up his hand 

and says, "I'm sorry. Art you 0.1<.?" 

"Ytah," she rtsponds, "but bt ,·artful 

and watch whert you' re going." 

A nolhtr conflict has bttn peaceably 

resolved. 
-

·• FOR FURTHEJl OO'ORMATION

Straight Talk About Risks (ST AR) is a 
comprehensive program 1h11 provides 
separate curriculum lessons for grades 

· Prc-K-2, 3-.S, 6-8, and 9-12. For further 
Information, contact the Center to 
Prevent Handgun Violence, Educa1ion
Division, 1225 Eye SI., N.W., Room

1100, Washington, DC 2000.S. Telephone
202-289-7319 or FAX 202-408-1851.

Classrooms Find Success with Amplification 

T 
radi1ionally. ;1mplili�·u1111n ha, hcen 
viewed anJ prc,crihcd a, a n:medy 
for ,tuden1' "'ho cann111 hear. But 

rccen1ly. nc11.• n:,earrh ha, hccn ad\11,:a1i11g 
,1111plifii::111on ;i, a rcmcd,.il ,1r:i1q:y tor 
,we.Jent, 11.ho ma> tx· hc;mng 100 nnh.:h 

The grc;11cr lhl· .,1:11v11y and 11111-..: pr.-,.·111 
in the 1:l.,"ro,1111. 1hc n111re cJ,ilv ,111d.·ni­
..:an he di,lrJch:d. le ading 10 111,"cJ 
information :ind direction� !!"·en hy 1he 
teacher. Even lhe m11,1 minu1c �nun,h-;1 
hunint: computer. crumpling p;,pcr. or 
playground no,,e-i:an con1rihull' 10 lh" 
unf.i'"orahle lc.irn,ng en, 1ronmcn1. The 
111.1'111111111 dc,ir.,t-,k 1111i,,· k,cl for childrl·n 
'"lh norm;il hc;mng ,, .1 � dn·1h.-l, tdll>. 
yc1 1hc: no,": lc�cl c:10 re.ich up 111 .J.J dll i11 
an c:mp1y cl;i"room wi1h only 1raflic noi,c 
from the �,reel. Add 25 ,1uc.kn1s ;ind one 
tc:acher, and the noi�c level c.in n::ich 60 
dB. nearly twice: the lcvcl appropn,lll' fur 
mo�t children 10 clearly hear 1hc le.ii:hcr. 

S1udcn1s mo�, affected by lhc nol\c level 
arc those who may have a flul·tua 1ing 
hearing lo,�. which often goes undctl'l'll'd 
hccausc of it� �poradi<: na1ure. Highly 
di\1ruc1ablc 1:hildrcn. such a, 1hu,..: 11. 1th 
a11en1ion delic11 disorder. or s1udcn1, who 
arc hearing d1sadv:1n1agcd .is a 
con,cquc:111:c or si11ing in the had: ro11.. ur 
near an open window may also be prime 
cand1da1cs 10 receive amplttication. 

12 

How Ex11t·tly l>uc, ,\mplilirntion Help 
An t:M ,r1c111-lil.c C111r £axy f.ist�ner •· 

fre..: field ,ound '�"1l'111-,s dl',igned 10 
uvcr<:omc the clll"l:l' of noi,e in mder 10 
hc!lp max,milc: �1udcn1,· :111..:01100 and ron-
1:cniration level�. Th" i, dune hy mildly 
.implifying the te.11:hcr", vu,cc I() 111 I� dB 
ahovc room no,,c. The amplif1ca11nn 
improve, lhl' "\1gn,il,10-nn1�c r,1110·· ,11 the 
�pl·(ch ,,gnat h..:lnm..:, nwre under. 
SIJndablc cvcn 1n 1hc prl·,cncc ul had,· '
ground nOI\C. 

A maJOr ad\:11ll,,gl' for 1c,11:hcr,. ;" 1:11cd 
by Lhosc who ha,e u,ed lhl' �),tcm. indude 
rcduction 1n voi:al r:111�uc. as wcll as 

1111rir1nc111c11h 111 ,111dc111 .,u,·1111, ,.,,,."
P.,n,.-ul,irh ,111111111.! 111d" 1du;il, "h11 .11,· ,,,11 
,pnkcn or thu,,· �,-i1h an lll.'.l'il,11111.il ,,,,, 
thru;it. u,ing amplifii:a111111 l·,111 hl'lp 1 1 , 

alh:v,a1c ,mcc ,1ra1n. a foe111r ,u111c11111,·, 
i:onirihuting 10 1cachcr ab�Cllll'l'i,m. 

To f,nd uu1 how your cla"r,11111" 
c1n hencf11 from amplif1ra11on. ,all 
Ph11n1r E:ir In.:. for FREE infurm.1111111 

(800) 227-0735 U.S.

(800) 263-8700 Can�da

)JJJII/Phonic Ear· 
lnnov•ri,r Communic.rion Ttcltnolofit, 

PRINCIPAL 
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Nonna L. Miller is an environmental vonsuitani 
in Fort Worth. Texas.

Aci, effective in 1990, requires that an 
products like rubber cement and spray fix­
atives carry hazard warnings. Teachers 
must keep such materials locked away 
and use them only when children are not 
in the classroom. The room should be 
aired out before the children return.

1. Art Supplies
Elementary schools should nrit use pro­

fessional art materials, which can be haz­
ardous for children. Instead, use supplies 
specifically designed for children and la­
beled either "AP" (for "approved prod- 
■ >ci"i <it "CP" i|or "cenitied producT'i 
I he Labeling ot Hazardous Art Materials

■■ ■■ ■■ould you give a 50-
pound
dose of medicine that

IS B M you would a 2(H)- 
pound adult'’ Prob- 

B ably noi. Yel we do 

■M W little to rid schools of 
toxic substances which may not affect an 
adult, but can be harmful to a developing 
child who is exposed to them.

An example of such exposure is that of 
a young child who sits or plays for a long 
period of time on new carpeting, which 
may contain more than 100 different 
chemicals and give off gases for several 
months. A child crawling on such carpet­
ing will obviously breathe in a greater 
concentration of these fumes than an adult 
standing more (han five feet higher.

Michael McCann (19X5) of the Center 
for Occupational Hazards notes that chil­
dren are also at high risk because of their 
low weight, incompletely developed body 
defenses, rapidly growing body tissues 
which are easily damaged by toxic expo­
sure or lack of oxygen.’ and small lung 
passages which are susceptible to inflam­
mations and spasms.

What are the most important environ­
mental factors affecting the health of 
young children? In a study conducted at 
Texas Woman’s University. 60 ecologists 
identified ten major areas of concern, ol 
which five involve school maintenance:

2. Chemicals
In the United States, where one child in 

six has a potentially hazardous level of 
lead in his or her blootl. a study of the 
school performance of children exposed 
to lead poisoning in early childhood re­
vealed a rate of reading disability six 
times that of the general school popula­
tion. and a high school dropout rate seven 
times higher (Needlcman I99()).

Lead exposure at school most often 
comes from chips of lead-pamted sur­
faces. contaminated soil and dust, lead- 
soldered plumbing, and some pesticides 
and fertilizers. While federal regulations 
have banned the indoor use of lead paint 
in schools since the 1970s. older schools 
may still contain lead paint which can be 
hazardous if removed improperly. It is 
sometimes better to seal and paint over 
lead paint rather than remove it.

Soil outside the school can be contami­
nated for years by lead from flaking paint 
or automobile emissions, and schools 
located near major highways may have 
dangerous levels of lead in the soil.

Because of the possibility of contamina­
tion when water stays tn load-soldered pipes 
for a long time, waler should be allowed to 
run from laps for several minutes each 
morning before children arrive at school.

In addition to lead, the school environ­

ment contains mans mher potentially 
toxic chemical.-., ukv .,/«>iic <-.imiied bs 
photocopying machines and lormalde 
hyde used in chemistry or biology labs. 
The areas containing these substances 
should be well ventilated.
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“...Principals, teachers, and

school maintenance

personnel should be

aware of the potential

hazards in such things

as art supplies,
t

chemicals, cleaning
I

products, perfumes,

and pesticides."

I i

i
For Further Information

i
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than pesticides because the roaches track 
the lethal dust back into their nests

4. Fragrances
Many of the perfumed air fresheners 

used in some schools pollute rather than 
freshen the air, and may even contain 
toxic chemicals which anesthetize the 
sense of smell. Improved ventilation often 
eliminates the need for air fresheners. 
When odors do need to be removed, zeo­
lite can be used. Sold under such names as 
NonScents and Nature's Odor Guard, ze­
olite is a mineral that naturally absorbs 
pollutants from the air. The Dasun 
Company manufactures the NonScents 
Clean Room Air Scrubber, an electric 
wall-mounted unit which filters out 
smoke, mildew, pollen, and dust, in addi-

<

One person in six in this country suffers 
from some kind of allergic health prob­
lem. Hay fever and asthma alone cause 
children to miss an estimated 130 million 
school days each year. It is obvious that 
improved air quality means improved 
health, which in turn means improved at­
tendance and learning. That is why princi­
pals, teachers, and school maintenance 
personnel should be aware of the potential 
hazards in such things as art supplies, 
chemicals, cleaning products, perfumes, 
and pesticides. Only with everyone's 
cooperation can schools eliminate these 
hazards and become pollution-free 
environments. 

lion to toxic gases.
Many children—and 

adults—are hypersen­
sitive to perfumes, 
which are formulated 
with hundreds of dif­
ferent chemicals. In 
tests at the Environ­
mental Health Center 
in Dallas, exposure to 
perfume was shown to 
affect the learning abil­
ity of young children. 
According to the fed­
eral Food and Drug 
Administration, per­
fume fragrances cause 
30 percent of all al­
lergic reactions, and 
produce respiratory 
symptoms in more than 
70 percent of those 
with asthma. Teachers 
should be advised not 
to use perfume or other 
chemical fragrance 
products at school.

To receive a free 15-page list of certi­
fied art products for schools, write to An 

and Craft Materials Institute, 100 
Boylston Street, Suite 1050, Boston MA 
02116, or call 617-426-6400.

For information about Integrated Pest 
Management, write to Northwest 
Coalition for Alternates to Pesticides. 
P.O. Box 1393, Eugene, OR 97440, or 
call 503-344-5044.
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5. Pest Control
In 1986,the En­

vironmental Protection
Agency warned that no 

pesticide can be considered “safe" be­
cause of uncertainty about long-term ex­
posure risks. Although the EPA is 
currently reassessing more than 50,000 
pesticides in accordance with current 
standards, the process is expected to con­
tinue into the 21 st century.

In the meantime, how can schools elim­
inate pests while still protecting the health 
of students and faculty?

Texas has passed a law to make Inte­
grated Pest Management (1PM) the pre­
ferred method of treatment for all schools 
in the state by 1995. IPM is not a new 
technology, but a systems approach which 
seeks to reduce pest damage to tolerable 
levels without necessarily eradicating the 
pests. 1PM lirsl uses the least toxic meth­
ods of pest control, and only after they 
have been proven ineffective is a pesticide 
used. For example, bone acid is a slower 
but more effective control against roaches

3. Cleaning
It is not necessary 

to use powerful 
chemicals with strong 
fragrances to clean a 
school. A variety of 
non-toxic alterna­
tives, such as soda, 
liquid soap, unchlori­
nated scouring pow­
der, and squirt bottles 
with a 50-50 mixture 
of vinegar and water, 
do a good job and 
leave the air smelling 
fresh. Berthold-
Bond’s Clean <k
Green (1990) de­
scribes 485 ways to 
clean, polish, deodor­
ize. disinfect, and re­
move stains without 
harming yourself or 
the environment.

Carpet cleaning in 
schools should be 
done with a special
HEPA (High Effi­
ciency Particulate-
Arresting) filtering 
unit and an indus­
trial-strength vacuum 
cleaner. Less powerful machines recircu­
late some of the collected dust, breaking it 
down into smaller panicles which can be 
inhaled deeper into the lungs and cause 
more damage.
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A Primer for Principals
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To conform with Title I of the ADA,
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Maria M. Shellon is associate dean of the School 
of Education at Barry University in Miami. Florida.

which deals with all facets of the employ­
ment process, principals should be pre­
pared to do the following:

A new and far-reaching antidiscrimination law has important 
implications for school administrators.

• People who are otherivise qualified for 
a position cannot be discriminated against 
because of a disability.

• People who are associated with a dis­
abled person, such as a spouse, cannot be 
discriminated against in employment.

• The law does not protect homosexuals 
or current drug abusers.

• Employees may be discharged, and 
applicants rejected, if it can be shown that 
they pose a direct health hazard at the 
work site.

• The Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission (EEOC) handles complaints 
about ADA: remedies may include job re­
instatement and back pay.

he enormous sweep of the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) of 1990, which 
became law in 1992, covers a 
number of areas affecting 
schools and school person­
nel. For school administra­

tors, the law’s most critical component 
concerns the employment of disabled per­
sons in any organization with 25 or more 
employees (15 or more beginning in July 
1994). These are the key provisions:

1. Identify the essential functions of 
each job. A relatively simple way to do 
this is to couple the input of people in var­
ious positions with the principal’s own 
judgment.

2. Prepare a written description for 
each job. Although this is not required by 
the ADA, it is a useful means of formaliz­
ing the listing of essential functions for 
job advertisements and for interview 
preparation.

3. Provide reasonable accommodations 
for the disabled. Although many disabled 
persons can function without work-site ad­
justments. it may be necessary to make 
such accommodations as adapting equip­
ment, providing readers and interpreters, 
eliminating barriers, rescheduling work 
hours, or revising training procedures.

The ADA states that employers must 
provide reasonable accommodations if re­
quested by a disabled employee, but only 
if they can be effected without creating 
undue hardship. What constitutes undue 
hardship under the law varies consider­
ably, but is mainly focused on the em­
ployer's resources rather than the disabled 
employee’s rank or salary. For example, a 
large school district would probably be' 
belter prepared to accommodate blind.

deaf, or physically impaired teachers than 
a smaller district.

4. Establish job-related qualification 
standards. An employer is permitted to 
establish job qualifications related to edu­
cation. skills, work experience, certifica­
tion and licensing, physical and menial 
abilities, health and safety, and interper­
sonal skills. Such qualifications permit an 
employer to screen those with cenain dis­
abilities. especially if a significant risk is 
involved—like an epileptic person driv­
ing a school bus.

5. Open the application process to dis­
abled persons. The ADA says that noth­
ing may be asked of a job applicant 
regarding a disability in the application 
form, during the interview, or in back­
ground checks. This includes any solicita­
tion of information on cenain diseases 
and illnesses, (reatmems by psychiatrists 
or psychologists, prescribed medications, 
drug addiction and alcoholism, and filings 
for workmen’s compensation. However, 
queries may be made about the appli­
cant’s ability to carry out essential job 
functions without accommodations.

8 A f E TH E A

The ADA also protects disabled per­
sons from discrimination in employment 
advancement. Employers should assume 
that disabled employees are just as inter­
ested in promotions as their non-disabled 
peers, and must make reasonable accom­

Disabilities Act:
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abled job applicants, like providing a reader for a vision-impaired person, or a spe-
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modations to assist them. For example, 
training facilities must be accessible, and 
interpreters and suitable materials must be 
provided for deaf, blind, or menially re­
tarded employees.

Employment Practices
A disabled employee may be held to the 

same standards, in terms of job-related es­
sential functions, as non-disabled individ­
uals. In fact, the law forbids the 
establishment of lower standards for the 
disabled as a violation of equal employ­
ment opportunity provisions.

A disabled employee is also subject to 
the same disciplinary action as non-dis- 
abled employees. But a disabled em­
ployee cannot be terminated for poor job 
performance if it can be shown that the 
cause was a failure to make reasonable 
adjustments.

In terms of benefits, disabled employ­
ees are entitled to all those granted to 
other employees. They cannot be denied 
insurance because of their disability, nor 
can a non-disabled employee be denied 
coverage for a disabled family member.

While disabled employees are entitled 
to the same leave benefits as other em­
ployees, they may request reasonable ac­
commodation in the form of unpaid leave 
or greater flexibility in using leave time. 
But the employer is not required to pro­
vide any additional paid leave.

Other benefits, such as cafeterias, 
lounges, and social activities, must be ac­
cessible to the disabled, but may be re­
tained for non-disabled employees if 
disabled employees are unable to use 
them.
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Drugs and Alcohol
The ADA recognizes the right of an 

employer to a work site free of illegal 
drugs and alcohol. Tests for illicit drugs 
are legal and acceptable for all employees 
at any time, and any employee testing 
positive may be subject to discharge or 
discipline.
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• Ensure that school facilities are as accessible as possible for disabled students 
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calily.” observed some 
modern sage, "is whai 
happens while you're 
.making llvc-ye.ir plans " 

l ine, no doubt, and principals have in ah 
sorb more than their lair share ol reality. A 
1981 study of elententary principals m 
Chicago found that a typical day for each 
"could consist of anywhere from 50 to over 
100 separate events and as many as 4(X) 
separate interactions.” The interactions— 
anything from a three-minute phone call to 
a five-second encounter with a child— 
were brief, unplanned, and "usually made 
while the principal was on the run."

In such hectic circumstances, it is aston­
ishing to me—sitting in my orderly office, 
where the tranquil How of paper is rarely in­
terrupted by a single child, let alone two or 
three hundred of them—that today’s princi­
pals can even contemplate a "school mis­
sion." Simply coping with the demands of 
the moment would seem to leave no time 
for formulating and then trying to carry out 
a larger, years-distant vision of what a 
school should do.

Hence I’ve been struck, in reviewing the 
professional biographies of the 1993 
National Distinguished Principals, at how 
many speak of the importance of mission 
statements in creating schools that they be­
lieve will be best for their distinctive mix 
of students. "A clear mission statement ar­
ticulates goals, priorities, and accountabili­
ties,” writes one principal, who worked 

with teachers to re­
structure their cur­
riculum around
multicultural edu­
cation Another 
lakes a dillcrcni 
approach lo cul- 
lural diversity: his 
youngsters’ respect 
for their nulls is threatened by a society 
that ignores their unique heritage, so the 
curriculum reserves room for lessons on 
their Cajun forebears. Yet another, in an 
isolated community, stresses distance 
learning through technology, and has 
amassed so much gear that last August, 
when the Mars Observer went cruising off 
into space heedless of signals from its 
ground controllers, it occurred lo me that 
this school’s students might know how to 
make the vehicle respond.

If there is a common clement in these 
disparate missions, it seems to be creating 
a sense of self-worth—building in every 
youngster a conviction that he or she is 
someone precious, and. armed with that 
perspective, can master the basics despite 
the usual loaming problems.

Does such a hopeful creed work? 
Evidently so. When I turned to one princi­
pal's background, wondering how he 
brought a school that ranked 13th in a dis­
trict of 13 up to second place in two years. 
I found him writing not about whole 
language, team teaching, and other peda­

“R

gogical approaches, but about sell-es­
teem—for teachers as well as students.

In a fine movie of the 1950s called On the 
Watcifnnit. a rough, inarticulate stevedore, 
played by Marlon Brando, complains to his 
brother—a smooth, wheeling-and-dealmg 
mob lawyer played by Rod Steiger—that he 
(Brando) gave up a promising boxing ca­
reer by throwing a fight so Steiger and his 
gambling associates could win a bet. 
Steiger points out that Brando also benefit- 
led: he has a soft, secure job on the docks, 
making better money than he could have as 
a lighter, and with virtually no elfoit 
"Yeah, but....'' Brando’s face twists with 
effort and pain as he tries to explain him- 
sell. "Hut I coulda Ix-en wiw<7><n/v "

I suspect dial the craving to lx- "smiie 
body." however we dclinc it. is a umvci 
sal drive, anil dawns in us—and can be 
extinguished in us—early. It may be dial 
as many youngsters have been discour­
aged by flattened egos as by poor teach­
ing. and that the endless pursuit of higher 
test scores is best approached indirectly. 
Perhaps children will more readily pro­
duce As and Bs if their teachers first con­
vince them that nurturing self-respectine 
human beings, not boosting grades, is the 

primary purpose of schooling.
Outsiders might dismiss the current in­

terest of principals and teachers in mission 

statements as an empty paper exercise, 
conducted—as the cynical comment open­
ing this column suggests—while reality is 
happening all around them. And there is 
no question that a bland statement, mcrelv 
parroting lofty aims without linking them 
to practical, measurable goals, cannot be a 
guide for improvement.

Yet it strikes me as important to recog­
nize the power of a well-defined vision to 
motivate actions today that can shape a 
better school tomorrow. As Bloody Maiy. 
in the musical Smith Pacific, sings with 
unassailable logic: “You got to have a 
drcam. If you don’t have a dream, how 
you gonna have a dream come true?"
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Families Come First

RICHARD W. RILEY

“I believe that a good parent

is a national treasure, and

that we need to make

parents and families

partners with their

children’s teachers and

principals ...”

Richard W. Riley is U.S. Secretary of Education

PRINCtPAl30

A renewed emphasis on parent and community involvement is 
critical to the success of Goals 2000.

they link needed support services io tli< 
schtxtls so th;il teachers can devote thei 
lime to teaching.

Schools must seek new ways to comic, 
parents, their children, and the learnm 
process. I firmly believe (hat the more 
parent helps a child, the more we—pa: 
ents. educators, communities, and our n.: 
lion as a whole—will get in return.

Title I funds to enter into "compacts" with 
parents that would articulate the goals, ex­
pectations. and responsibilities of schools 
and parents as partners in student success.

Al the U.S. Department of Education, 
we are working with a broad-based coali­
tion of parent and education groups on a 
new Family Involvement Initiative that 
will act as a catalyst to bring parents and 
families together with schools and com­
munities. It will also help spread the word 
about successful family involvement pro­
grams in schools 
across the country .

My personal experi­
ence as governor of 
South Carolina has 
convinced me that 
school reform works 
best when it is school- 
and community-based, 
voluntary, inclusive, 
and bottom-up. and 
when it involves par­
ents. teachers, and (he 
entire community. I 
have also observed that 
schools do well when 
they make connections 
with the business com­
munity. the university 
community, and the 
arts and science com­
munities, and when 

verY S(-'hool year brings 
| a host of new chal- 

lenges and opportuni- 
; ' ties. Bui this year is

especially significant
I for all of us as w e work
■ to carry out the ground­

breaking Goals 2000 legislation that Pres­
ident Clinton signed into law in March. 
The Goals 2000: Educate America Act in­
cludes a new national goal that calls on all 
schools to encourage parental involve­
ment. It is clear that we must engage and 
involve parents and families if we arc to 
improve our schools and provide every 
student with a world-class education.

Educators have consistently said that get­
ting parents and families involved in their 
child's education is the best way to improve 
a student’s achievement in school, and 30 
years of research confirm this belie). Stud­

ies show that all families can take concrete 
steps that will significantly help their chil­
dren succeed in school, regardless of in­
come. education, or knowledge of the 
English language. But wc must find ways to 
give these families the support (hey need.

By working together we can make a 
difference for all our students. The reautho­
rized Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA) will ask all schools that receive

A Sampling ol Success
Many schools are succeeding in invoh 

ing parents and fam: 
lies. I recently stole. 
Katz-McMilkin Ele 
mentary School in La 
Vegas, where parent­
run a publishing ecu 
ter in which deskto; 
publishing tcchnolog- 
enables every' child t. 
write and illustrate . 
book. Al the Likelikt. 
Elementary School it 
Honolulu, grandpar 
ents and older citizen- 
from a variety oi 
countries teach then 
arts, cultures, and Ian 
guages to all the xlu 
dents. And at Tankt 
Elementary School it 
Green Bay. Wiscon 
sin. the PTA and .
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a Prepare new 
teachers for 
successful 
conferences!

Give seasoned 
teachers new ideas 
to improve parent 
communication!

The leadership of principals is crmc.il 
lo achieving our national education go.il> 
The power lo help our young people rc't' 
with you and with the millions of teach­
ers. parents, and educators who recognize 
that our children reflect the care and atten­
tion of the entire community.

I invite you to work as partners with us in 
connecting schools, families, and communi­
ties for (he future success of our children.

Building Partnerships
I believe that a good parent is a national 

treasure, and that we need to make parents 
and families partners with their children’s 

Have your PO or credit card 
number ready as well as the 
number of participant booklets 
you will need.

Businesses play an important part as 
well, and many arc beginning to recognize 
their responsibilities. For example, the 
John Hancock Mutual Life Insurance 
Company in Boston has a flexible family 
leave program, as well as a child care cen­
ter and organized activities for employ­
ees' children during school vacations.

Obviously, there is no one formula for 
success, no rigid orthodoxy about how we 
can help children learn more. Each com­
munity and each school must establish 
new connections that respond lo the com­
plexities, demographics, histories, and 
needs of its children. This is why we be­
lieve so strongly in a participatory, volun­
tary. and community-based process to 
achieve our national education goals.

excellent results. Share such suceessC' 
with other schools.

• Keep parents informed of what's 
going on in the school. Explain the na­
tion's new education goals and standards, 
and how parents can help their children 
meet them.

• Invite local businesses and industries 
to help your school achieve the new edu­
cation goals and standards. Describe ways 
that they can encourage parent participa­
tion in the schools.

teachers and principals in the education 
process. Here are some steps, adapted from 
the "Keep the Promise" campaign, that prin­
cipals can take to build these partnerships:

• Encourage teachers and other school 
staff to schedule meetings with parents at 
convenient hours.

• Send personal letters to families let­
ting them know how they can get involved 
in your school. Invite parents to be guest 
lecturers; sponsor visits to their places of 
work; share their cultural and language 
experience; act as tutors; serve on advi­
sory committees; participate in homework 
hotlines; support after-school and summer 
enrichment programs; and connect the 
school to resources in the community.

• Provide access for parents to resources 
at the school, such as the library, com­
puter and language labs, basic skills pro­
grams. and recreation and arts facilities.

• Identify, support, and celebrate family 
involvement programs that have achieved 

Conduct Your Own Proven Workshop 
on Parent-Teacher Conferencing

This effective program covers 
practical how-to’s that your staff can 
implement immediately, including:

• A Preconference Checklist
• Five Phases of Successful

Conferencing
• Using Positive Teacher Nonverbals
• How to Deal with Various Family

Structures and Cultural
Differences

• Team Conferences
• Student Participation in

Conferences
• Handling Inappropriate Parental

Behavior

With these materials, staff trainings 
of from one to four hours In length 
can be presented to your faculty by 
a staff member.

The Parent-Teacher Conference 
videotape can be kept on hand in 
your school’s professional library 
for review at conference time.

•< ^1.v

Step-by-step facilitator guide and videotape $185 each

32-page interactive participant booklet
(or each member of your faculty

To order call 1-800-255-8412 (9 am - 5 pm pt).

Performance
Learning 
Systems, inc.
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Street Family

A
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ter

how “they was happy with they hands," 
and that night sits at her grandmother's 
table, toughening the U.W.S. rules. She is 
recruited by the Guardian Angels, but 
turns them down when told they have only 
five girl members. “You gotta find them." 
she tells an Angel.

Tamika’s profile had a special reso­
nance for me because I had just finished a 
line biography, by Laurence Bcrgrccn. 
lhai begins in her neighborhood, the Red 
Hook section around the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard. In the early 1900s, Red Hook was 
already a teen battleground, Irish boys 
fighting the newer. Italian boys. At a time 
of vicious anti-llalian prejudice. "In 
school, they were nothing, at home they 
were nuisances, but on the streets they 
could find other models to emulate, to act 
out their rage and frustration, to reflect the 
world's hale back on itself."

Among the Italians was a family ol sis 
sons. The eldest. Vincenzo, left Red I look 
at 16. changed his name to lk" t al let a 
movie cowboy, enlisted when World War 
1 began, and rose to lieutenant. He was 
decorated in France by General John J. 
Pershing. After the war he drifted to Ne­
braska and. when Prohibition was passed, 
became a noted federal agent, winning 
headlines as "Two-Gun Hart."

A younger brother, Alphonse, formed a 
gang at 14. taunting the Irish into fights 
with (he chant. "We are the boys of Navy 
Street, and touch us if you dare!" Prohibi­
tion affected his life. too. He headed west, 
to Chicago, and became famous under the 
family name: Capone.

Considering that, despite the same up­
bringing, the Capone brothers chose such 
radically different courses in life, perhaps 
Tantika is not doomed: trend is not neces­
sarily destiny. Yet her years for choice 
arc running out. "I'm so confused." she 
says. Robbed of childhood by violent, 
chaotic parents, she understandably cher­
ishes the street family that provides 
"comfort and protection and a public 
code to live by." One can only hope that 
instead of destroying herself, ibis 
wounded youngster will find a decent an­
swer to the pathetic question she should 
never have had to ask her country: "They 
got a place for girls?"

t 16. Tamika has taken on fam­
ily responsibilities. She tries to 
hold together a small Puerto
Rican gang. United We Stand, 

while its usual head, her 17-year-old 
boyfriend Manny, serves time in a New 
York bool camp. She has also adopted 
Ccc-lo. a 21-year-old gang member who 
has already spent six years locked up. the 
first lime when he was 13. Jobless and 
homeless, he sleeps on a roof, relying on 
Tamika to wake him. keep his addictions 
to alcohol and crack in check, and steer 
him through his pointless days. Pugna­
cious with outsiders, he is childishly de­
pendent on her. calling her “Ma" and 
sometimes even “Mommy."

U.W.S. is Tamika’s third gang. Half­
black. she joined Universal Zulu Nation 
when she was 12. but "dropped her 
beads"—took off the multi-colored neck­
lace that denotes membership—when 
Zulu Nation's "beef with another gang 
led to constant violence. At 14. she joined 
an all-girl gang, and by 15 was "Vice 
Prez." Then she met Manny, fell in love, 
and switched her allegiance to U.W.S. 
Though lone members rob, steal, or deal 
drugs, the gang was organized for non­
criminal purposes: to promote Puerto 
Rican pride, and to provide allies in case 
of a dispute.

The gang is Tamika’s street family. She 
needs one because her own family so to­
tally failed her. Her mother, an alcoholic, 
hates Tamika when she's sober and 
spends the days watching television; her 
father raped her. abusing her from the 
ages of 7 to 14. Only her grandmother, 
whom Tamika loves even more than

Manny, and who 
works two shifts
daily, from 8 to 3 
and from 3 to II. 
offers stability and 
caring; when
famika tell' ol her 
grandmother's 
worrying about
her. she does so 
with pride.

These details, from a profile by Adrian 
Nicole LcBlanc in The New York Timex 
Magazine, tempt one toward sentiment of 
the "angels with dirty faces" variety: these 
kids aren't bad. just neglected. Parental 
abuse certainly warped Tamika. but she 
now rejects society to a degree that strains 
sympathy. When Manny belonged to an 
earlier, criminal gang, she would join him 
in "catching a Herb"—Finding an easy 
victim for mugging. When Cec-lo. 
scrounging for self-esteem, picks a light 
with a fellow wearing alien beads. Tamika 
sprints to answer the call of gang loyalty, 
adding "her hard kicks to the body of the 
Puerto Rican man. writhing and cursing 
on the ground."

Despite her rejection of polite society's 
rules, Tamika hungers for order—and for 
female equality. On her First visit to 
Manny's bool camp, she was so attracted 
by the discipline of the place, the neat Illes 
of trees and the military drills, that she 
asked a guard, "They got a place for girls? 
They got girls?" Asked by live males to 
join their gang, she is impressed that they 
carry books and that their rules arc printed 
in a pamphlet; she rejects their pitch when 
they begin a mock light, suspicious of 
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loud of poverty.
worry, and aban­
donment that she 
hauls daily, her 
liltle triumph is 
the neighborhood
equivalent.

The odds against 
both boys are for­
midable. The U.S. has 16.000 high 
schools; if only one varsity player from 
each aspires to the NBA. that's 49 boys 
contending for every slot on the 27 teams. 
And the best pro players remain for more 
than ten years, magnifying the odds 

against newcomers.
One of the few who made it is Tyrone 

Bogucs. guard for the Charlotte. N.C.. 
Hornets. Born in the Baltimore ghetto, he 
was shot in the back at the age of five, saw 
a man beaten to death with a baseball bat, 
and hiked the ten stories to his family's 
apartment rather than risk being trapped 
in the elevator by older boys. As he 
worked his way up on undefeated rec and 
high-school teams to Wake Forest Uni­
versity, he occasionally received congrat­
ulatory letters from his father—serving 20 
years for armed robbery. Last year. 
Bogucs was named Most Valuable Player 
by the Hornets and. al 30. signed a five- 
year contract extension for $7.5 million.

But the most remarkable thing about 
Muggsy Bogues is that, in a game 
manned by giants, he is five feet, three 
inches tall—the smallest player in the 
history of the NBA. As a boy. he some­
times came home crying in anguish al his 
failure to grow. "You'll do fine. Ty." his 
mother consoled him. "God doesn't make 
mistakes.”

Bogues returns to his old neighborhood 

each summer to run a clinic called "Read­
ing and Roundball.'’ His message to kids: 
“Give yourself a chance. Everybody can't 
play basketball, but find something you're 
interested in.”

"That’s easy for you to say." one 
youngster challenged him. "Look at 

where you’re at."
"But 1 was once where you are." 

Bogues replied.
"But you could play great basketball— 

so you had a way to get to college." 
"Everybody has a way to get to college 

You study in high school, you do youi 
work. There are always grants or loaiw 
that can be available. I guarantee you. ii 
you want it. you can get it. Don't close the 
door on yourself."

The appeal of professional sports, show 
business, and other high-visibihty lick!' 
as goals for youngsters is obvious. Most 
occupations, however, are invisible to 
teens, and the payoff from schoolwork is 
unclear. We do not. after all. turn on fV 
and watch competing mathematicians 
solve quadratic equations to the cheers ot 
frenzied fans in the Astrodome.

Yet in a work-society as many-textured 
as ours, with thousands of humdrum occu­
pations but hundreds of off-beat, exotic 
careers, it should be possible to match 
struggling youngsters with a personal vi­
sion that energizes them to greater 
scholastic effort. Whether they achieve 
that vision or not—whether they wind up 
as adults selling insurance instead of cha 
ing whales with an underwater camera— 
is beside the point. Given a hope that tap' 
their interests, they will accomplish much 
more in school than they would have 
without it, and be belter prepared for life. 
I don't know if Gates and Agee will ever 
play in the NBA. But both are now col­
lege seniors, and when they go out to con­
front the world this June, both will do mi 
with bachelors' degrees.

God may not make mistakes, but. as 
Einstein observed. He can be awfully sub­
tle. With so many fathers gone, so main 
mothers poorly schooled, it s up to cdiw.i 
tors to help every Arthur and every 
Anita—especially the shy. the neglected, 
and the slow—pick out a hoop dream and 
go for it.

f you missed the documentary 
movie "Hoop Dreams." you 
missed an experience. 

The "hoop" refers to basket­
ball. and the "dreams" are those

of two black eighth graders in Chicago 
who hope that their skill al the game will 
be their ticket out of the ghetto and onto 
the well-paid rosters of the National Bas­

ketball Association.
Originally intended as a short on play­

ground basketball. "Hoop Dreams" be­
came a five-year project, following 
William Gates and Anhur Agee after they 
arc recruited by a mostly white, Catholic 
high school in the suburbs.

The film is about vastly more than bas­
ketball. The camera allows you to meet 
their families, to sit invisible in their 
kitchens and living rooms. Anhur's fa­
ther, an addict, leaves home, but returns 
now and then to play one-on-onc hoops 
with his son. The boy's eyes radiate plea­
sure as the two trade baskets and affec­
tionate taunts; then Arthur watches, his 
suddenly awkward posture that of a 
stricken bird, as his dad walks off the 
court toward a drug dealer. William sees 
his father for the first time in two years. 
When the son suggests getting together 
again, his father says, "Yeah...I'II have to 
check my schedule." William’s eyes dull; 
he has heard this before.

And one sees the mothers, valiant, un­
sinkable, as—bridal visions long gone— 
they pursue alone the better life that their 
husbands will never provide. Arthur's 
mother, training to be a nurse's aide, 
scores 89 on her final exam, ranking her 
first in a class of eight; judging by her joy­
ful tears, you would think she had won a 
Nobel Prize. Perhaps, considering the 




