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members of the Presidential Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Ilinesses, Members of
Congress, representatives of veterans’ organizations, distinguished guests [TK]:

Secretaries White, Brown, and Shalala have just delivered to me the final report of the X
Presidential Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses. Dr. Lashof and Committee

members -- judging by the quality of your recommendations, your work has been intensive and

thorough. I pledge to you, and to all America’s veterans: We will match your efforts with action.

Six years ago, hundreds of thousands of American troops defended our vital interests in the
Persian Gulf. They braved a dangerous enemy, harsh conditions, and lengthy isolation from
family... and they blazed to victory with lightning speed. But when they came home, they found
an unexpected and unintended outcome of their service: Thousands of soldiers becameill. These
men and women served their country with courage, skill and strength. Now, they must know they

canrely on us. We must not -- and we will not -- let them down.

Three years ago, [ asked the Secretaries of Defense, Health and Human Services, and Veterans
Affairs to form the Persian Gulf Veterans Coordinating Board, to strengthen our efforts to care
for our veterans and find the causes of their illnesses. I signed landmark legislation that pays
disability benefits to Gulf War veterans with undiagnosed illnesses. DOD and VA established toll
free help lines and medical evaluation programs. And I'm especially grateful to the First Lady,

who took this matter to heart -- reaching out to veterans and making sure their voices were heard.



To date, we have provided Gulf War veterans with more than 80,000 free medical exams [TK].
We have approved more than 26,000 disability claims. HHS, DOD and VA have sponsored more

than 70 research projects to identify possible causes of illness.

But early on, it became very clear that answers weren’t emerging fast enough. Hillary and 1
shared the frustration and concern of many veterans and their families. We realized the issues
were so complex they demanded a more comprehensive effort. That is why, in May 1995, I asked
some of our nation’s best doctors and scientists, as well as Gulf War veterans themselves, to form
a Presidential Advisory Committee that could provide an open, thorough, and independent review

of government’s response to veterans’ health concerns... and the causes of their ailments.

Since that time, we’ve made some important progress. The Department of Defense, with the
CIA, launched a review of more than 5 million pages of Gulf War documents... declassifying some
23,000 pages of materials and putting them on the Internet. Last spring, through this effort, DOD
discovered information concerning the possible exposure of our troops to chemical agents in the

wake of our destruction of an arms depot in Southern Iraq.

The Committee made clear -- and the Defense Department now agrees -- that this new
information demanded a new approach -- focusing on what happened not only during but after the
war, and what it could mean for our troops. With the Committee’s insistence and guidance, DOD

has restructured and intensified its efforts -- increasing tenfold its investigative team... tracking



down and talking to veterans who may have been exposed to chemical agents... and devoting

millions of dollars to research on the effects of low-level chemical exposure.

I am determined that this investigation be credible and comprehensive. We haven’t ended the

suffering... we don’t have all the answers -- and I won’t be satisfied until we do.

That is why I welcome the Committee’s report and its suggestions to make our programs even
better. I also take extremely seriously the concern regarding DOD’s investigation of possible
chemical exposure. | am determined to act swiftly on these findings -- not only to help those
veterans who are sick, but to apply the lessons of this experience in the future. I have asked the
Secretaries of Defense, Health and Human Services, and Veterans Affairs to report to me in 60
days with concrete, specific action plans for implementing the recommendations. And [ am

directing Secretary-designate Cohen to make this a top priority.

I am also announcing two immediate initiatives. First, I have asked the Committee to stay in
business nine more months -- to provide independent, expert oversight of DOD’s efforts to
investigate chemical exposure, and also to monitor the government-wide response to their broader
recommendations. The Committee’s persistent, public efforts have helped bring much new
information to light. I have instructed them to fulfill their oversight role with the same intensity,

resolve and vigor they have brought to their work so far.



Second, I am accepting Secretary Brown’s proposal to reconsider the rule that Gulf War veterans
with undiagnosed illnesses must prove their disabilities emerged within two years of their return in
order to be eligible for benefits. Experience has shown that many disabled veterans have had their
claims denied because they fall outside the 2-year time frame. I have asked Secretary Brown to

report back to me in 60 days, with a view toward extending the limit.

And we will do whatever it takes to research Gulf War illnesses thoroughly. Every credible

possibility must be fully explored -- including low-level chemical exposure and combat stress.

I know that Congress shares our deep concern, and I thank [Members X, Y] for being here.
Caring for our veterans is not a partisan issue -- it’s a national obligation. As we continue to
investigate Gulf War illnesses, I urge Congress to ratify the Chemical Weapons Convention,

which would make it harder for rogue states to 2cquire chemical weapons in the future.

This report is not the end of the road, any more than it is the beginning. We’ve done a lot of hard
work and we’re making some progress, but our task is far from over. The Committee’s
assessment gives me confidence we’re on the right track. We have much yet to learn, and as we
do, we will make our findings public. We will be open in how we view Gulf War illness and all of
its possible causes... open to the veterans whose care is in our hands... and open to the public that
is looking to us for answers. 1 promise our veterans -- and every American -- we will not stop
until we have done all we can to care for our Gulf War veterans, to find out why they are sick,

and to help make them healthy again.
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SECTION: INTERNATIONAL; Pg. 48
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HEADLINE: A Gulf Cover-Up?

BYLINE: BY JOHN BARRY AND RUSSELL WATSON With MARY HAGER, GREGORY L. VISTICA and
TARA SONENSHINE in Washington

HIGHLIGHT:
With politics overwhelming science, whistle-blowers say the CIA ignored Iraqi
nerve-gas attacks

BODY :

FOR YEARS, THEY SUFFERED FROM dizziness, memory loss, stomach trouble, aches
and pains and a chronic, crushing fatigue. They thought no one at the Pentagon
cared about their mysterious illness. Then Bill and Hillary Clinton took a
personal interest in the so-called Gulf War syndrome. Some veterans of the
conflict described their woes to the First Lady. Aides say her husband made it
clear that he wanted to "energize" the federal bureaucracy and "leave no stone
unturned" in a search for the cause of the disease. But the cause has still not
been found, and last week a pair of young CIA whistle-blowers ratcheted up the
pressure, charging that the agency had concealed evidence that Iraqg used
chemical weapons on U.S. troops, possibly sickening thousands of them.

The CIA denied there was any cover-up. "It's very important to explain
publicly that we are not holding back information," CIA Director John Deutch
told NEWSWEEK. Pentagon officials pointed out that a massive scientific inquiry
has been looking into the veteran's ailments for years now. "Make no mistake,
they are experiencing real symptoms and illnesses with real consequences," says
Dr. Stephen Joseph, the Pentagon's top health official. But the science is being
overwhelmed by politics in what Joseph calls a "tidal wave" of conspiracy
theories and cover-up charges. Veterans groups and their sympathizers in
Congress are clamoring for action on the syndrome. Last September one key
figure, Democratic Sen. Jay Rockefeller of West Virginia, said Joseph should
resign. "It's time to face the music," said Rockefeller. "Way past time."

Earlier this year Patrick Eddington, 33, and his wife, Robin, 32, quit their
jobs as CIA photo analysts to crusade against what they see as a government
"stonewall." Last week Patrick Eddington told NEWSWEEK that the CIA refused to
accept his conclusions about Iraqi gas attacks because it had "bureaucratic
pride of ownership" in a different version of the events. "Nobody in the agency
wanted to hear," he said. "My evidence posed too many problems for everyone."
Eddington is writing a book called "Gassed in the Gulf," and to support the
argument, his publisher placed on the Internet more than 200 documents
previously released, and then reclassified, by the CIA -- prompting the agency
to declassify them again.

The CIA said there were serious flaws in the Eddingtons' theory. The evidence
they cited had already been studied by experts inside and outside the
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we have human rights differences as \;\}eli,_?a_.lhajoﬁty of the Senate wants that to hap:

and we have certainly pressed our dif-
ferences with China, not only person-to-per-
son, face-to-face with the Chinese but also
in the appropriate international forum, and
we will continue to do that.

And we also have other differences with
them. I agreed to let President Li from Tai-
wan come here. I thought that was the appro-
priate thing to do. We won't always agree
with the Chinese, but I think it's important
that when we disagree, we do it in the rigtxt
way, agFressively and forthrightly, but in the
proper forum.

Q. President Yeltsin has called Mr. Major
and Mr. Kohl complaining about the—{in-
audible]—has he tried to reach you, and what
would you tell him?

The President. Not yet, no. If he did, I
would tell him just what I told you, that the
United Nations asked for this; they certainly
weren't put up to it, that the Bosnian Serbs
went way beyond the bounds of acceptable
conduct. There have been clear restrictions
on bombing civilians and the shelling those
areas for a long time now. I would ask him
to call the Serbs and tell them to quit it and
tell them to behave themselves and that this
would not happen.

Surgeon General Nomination

Q. Are the Democrats ready to overcome
a filibuster on the Foster nomination if it
happens? ’

The President. The Democrats are not
numerous enough to overcome a filibuster.
But Senator Frist and Senator Jeffords put
their country above their party today and did
what they thought was right, and I think
there will be others. There may even be some
who may not think they should vote for him,
Dr. Foster, who believe that it's wrong to
filibuster a nomination of this kind.

In the past, when the Democrats were in
the majority in the Senate, they often did
that as well. They often gave Republican
Presidents votes on their nominees, even if
they didn’t agree with them. This—it would
be unusual and unwarranted if this fine man
were denied his day in court in the Senate,
and I don’t believe the American people
want that to happen, and I don't believe tﬁat

‘S‘geg..what are you doing for the rest of t};e

day? .

"4, The President. Working. [Laughter]

~§8§~.{ The President spoke at 12:33 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister John Major of the
United Kingdom; Chancellor Helmut Kohl of
Germany; and President Boris Yeltsin of Russia.
A tape was not available for verification of the

content of these remarks.
"

Executive Order 12961—
Presidential Advisory Committee on
Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses

May 26, 1995

7By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

* Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is
hereby established the Presidential Advisory
Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses
(the “Committee”). The Committee shall be
composed of not more than 12 members to
be appointed by the President. The members
of the Committee shall have expertise rel-
evant to the functions of the Committee and
shall not be full-time officials or employees
of the executive branch of the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Committee shall be subject to
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as

amended, 5 U.S.C. App. 2.
(b) The PresideangalLdesignate a Chair-

person from among the members of the
Committee.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Committee
shall report to the President through the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, and the Secretary of Health and
Human Services.

(b) The Committee shall provide advice
and recommendations based on its review of
the following matters:

(1) Research: epidemiological, clinical, and
other research conceming Gulf War veter-
ans’ illnesses.

(2) Coordinating Efforts: the activities of
the Persian Gulf Veterans Coordinating
Board, including the Research Coordinating
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Council, the Clinical Working Group, and
the Disability and Compensation Working
Group.

(3) Medical Treatment: medical examina-
tions and treatment in connection with Gulf
War veterans’ illnesses, including the Com-
prehensive Clinical Evaluation Program and
the Persian Gulf Registry Medical Examina-
tion Program.

(4) Outreach: government-sponsored out-
reach efforts such as hotlines and newsletters
related to Gulf War veterans’ illnesses.

(5) External Reviews: the steps taken to
implement recommendations in external re-
views by the Institute of Medicine's Commit-
tee to Review the Health Consequences of
Service During the Persian Gulf War, the
Defense Science Board Task Force on Per-
sian Gulf War Health Effects, the National
Institutes of Health Technology Assessment
Workshop on the Persian Gulf Experience
and Health, the Persian Gulf Expert Sci-
entific Committee, and other bodies.

(6) Risk Factors: the possible risks associ-
ated with service in the Persian Gulf Conflict
in general and, specifically, with prophylactic
drugs and vaccines, infectious diseases, envi-
ronmental chemicals, radiation and toxic sub-
stances, smoke from oil well fires, depleted
uranium, physical and psychological stress,
and other factors applicable to the Persian
Gulf Conflict.

(7) Chemical and Biological Weapons: in-
formation related to reports of the possible
detection of chemical or biological weapons
during the Persian Gulf Conflict.

(c) It shall not be a function of the Com-
mittee to conduct scientific research. The
Comnmittee shall review information and pro-
vide advice and recommendations on the ac-
tivities undertaken related to the matters de-
scribed in (b) above.

(d) It shall not be a function of the Com-
mittee to provide advice or recommendations
on any legal liability of the Federal Govern-
ment for any claims or potential claims
against the Federal Government.

(e) As used herein, “Gulf War Veterans’
Illnesses” means the symptoms and illnesses
reported by United States uniformed services
personnel who served in the Persian Gulf
Conflict.

May 26 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 ‘ {

(f) The Committee shall submit an interim
report within 6 months of the first meeting
of the Committee and a final report by De-
cember 31, 1996, unless otherwise provided
by the President.

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of
executive departments and agencies shall, to
the extent permitted by law, provide the
Committee with such information as it may
require for purposes of carrying out its func-
tions.

(b) Members of the Committee shall be
compensated in accordance with Federal
law. Committee members may be allowed
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu
of subsistence, to the extent permitted by law
for persons serving intermittently in the Gov-
ernment service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707).

(c) To the extent permitted by law, and
subject to the availability of appropriations,
the Department of Defense shalr provide the
Committee with such funds as may be nec-
essary for the performance of its functions.

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) Notwith-
standing the provisions of any other Execu-
tive order, tlfe functions of the President
under the Federal Advisory Committee Act
that are applicable to the Committee, except
that of reporting annually to the Congress,
shall be performed by the Secreta?' of De-
fense, in accordance with the guidelines and
procedures established by the Administrator
of General Services.

(b) The Committee shall terminate 30 days
after submitting its final report.

(c) This order is intended only to improve
the internal management of the executive
branch and it is not intended to create any
right, benefit or trust responsibility, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
equity by a party against the United States,
its agencies, its officers, or any person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 26, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:36 a.m., May 30, 1995}

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on May 31.

FAR NN LTI U R I T S A L e e
































































(V1/vp/®! RUN 10:24 FAA UUUYYUYUUUY GULEF WAK ILLNESS doo03

We believe a continued commitment to long-term mortality studies is important. Some health
effects, such as cancer, would not be expected 16 appear until 8 decade or more after the end of the Gulf
War. Additionally, the Commiftec recommendsinew research in three specific areas:

e the long-term health effects of low—lﬁvel exposures to chemical warfare agents,
o the synergistic effects of pyndostlgmme bromide with othcr Gulf War risk factors; and

o the body's physical responsc to ‘streas: b

As | mentioned, veterans and their familigs stand to gain much from ongoing and new research.
However, maximum benefit will only be realized through a thoughtful, inclusive dialogue berween
veterans and the departments. In light of currest public skcpucism, the Committee strongly believes
that a sustained risk communication effort is the only- Way to repair public truat. This effort cannot
begin soon enough. The volumteers who served fin dd'uuc of dur national interest deserve complete and
accurate Informavion about the risks they faced.

During the Comynittee’s deliberations on whar the government had done to address Gulf War
veterans’ health issues, we also felt it important to be forward.looking.. The Cogunittee belicves the
government can avoid many fiture pos:-conﬂ)alheahh voncems through better communication, better
dara, and better services: We' make recomm:ndanons in each of thesc areas based on lessons drawn
from the Gulf War experience. . l

- Inclosing, Twould like to re~emphmze Jhn in‘marny lmpomm and in some instances
unprecedented — ways, the Nation has begun to pay its‘debt:to the.697,000 men and women who
served in Operations Desert Shield andDesel'tS orm. - We were impressed with the research the
government had already initiated to understand naturo and causes of the inesscy so many veterans
suffer fom. The Committee hopes the same dpgfee of oommmncm will be applied to the issues still out
standing, |

_Finally, the Comumitiee gratefully acknowiedgu the angmﬁoam time and effort that individuals
within and outside governmem devotéd to our etron Wo also:have been formunate to have a talented
and dedicated staff " On their behalf and ori dehalf of my fllow Committee members, 1 thenk you for
your feadevship in addressing Guif War veterans hoAIth oonccma and £or providing us with a unique
oppommnywcom'buretottnnmdiy" \ el
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we have human rights differences as well,
and we have certainly pressed our dif-
ferences with China, not only person-to-per-
son, face-to-face with the Chinese but also
in the appropriate international forum, and
we will continue to do that.

And we also have other differences with
them. I agreed to let President Li from Tai-
wan come here. I thought that was the appro-
priate thing to do. We won’t always agree
with the Chinese, but I think it’s important
that when we disagree, we do it in the right
way, aggressively and forthrightly, but in the
proper forum.

Q. President Yeltsin has called Mr. Major
and Mr. Kohl complaining about the—[in-
audible]—has he tried to reach you, and what
would you tell him?

The President. Not yet, no. If he did, I
would tell him just what I told you, that the
United Nations asked for this; they certainly
weren’t put up to it, that the Bosnian Serbs
went way beyond the bounds of acceptable
conduct. There have been clear restrictions
on bombing civilians and the shelling those

j areas for a long time now. I would ask him

to call the Serbs and tell them to quit it and
tell them to behave themselves an% that this
would not happen.

Surgeon General Nomination

Q. Are the Democrats ready to overcome
a filibuster on the Foster nomination if it
happens?

The President. The Democrats are not
numerous enough to overcome a filibuster.
But Senator Frist and Senator Jeffords put
their country above their party today and did
what they thought was right, and I think
there will be others. There may even be some
who may not think they should vote for him,
Dr. Foster, who believe that it's wrong to
filibuster a nomination of this kind.

In the past, when the Democrats were in
the majority in the Senate, they often did
that as well. They often gave Republican
Presidents votes on their nominees, even if
they didn't agree with them. This—it would
be unusual and unwarranted if this fine man
were denied his day in court in the Senate,
and I don’t believe the American people
want that to happen, and I don't believe tﬁat
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a majority of the Senate wants that to hap-
en.
F Q. What are you doing for the rest of the
day?
)Il'he President. Working. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:33 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister John Major of the
United Kingdom; Chancellor Helmut Kohl of
Germany; and President Boris Yeltsin of Russia.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Executive Order 12961—
Presidential Advisory Committee on
Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses

May 26, 1995

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, it is hereby ordered
as follows:

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is
hereby established the Presidential Advisory
Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses
(the “Committee”). The Committee shall be
composed of not more than 12 members to
be appointed by the President. The members
of the Committee shall have expertise rel-
evant to the functions of the Committee and
shall not be full-time officials or employees
of the executive branch of the Federal Gov-
emnment. The Committee shall be subject to
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended, 5 U.S.C. App. 2.

(b) The President sEalI designate a Chair-
person from among the members of the
Committee.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Committee
shall report to the President through the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, and the Secretary of Health and
Human Services.

(b) The Committee shall provide advice
and recommendations based on its review of
the following matters:

(1) Research: epidemiological, clinical, and
other research concerning Gulf War veter-
ans’ illnesses.

(2) Coordinating Efforts: the activities of
the Persian Gulf Veterans Coordinating
Board, including the Research Coordinating
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Council, the Clinical Working Group, and
the Disability and Compensation Working
Group.

(3) Medical Treatment: medical examina-
tions and treatment in connection with Gulf
War veterans’ illnesses, including the Com-
prehensive Clinical Evaluation Program and
the Persian Gulf Registry Medical Examina-
tion Program.

(4) Outreach: government-sponsored out-
reach efforts such as hotlines and newsletters
related to Gulf War veterans’ illnesses.

(5) External Reviews: the steps taken to
implement recommendations in external re-
views by the Institute of Medicine’s Commit-
tee to Review the Health Consequences of
Service During the Persian Gulf War, the
Defense Science Board Task Force on Per-
sian Gulf War Health Effects, the National
Institutes of Health Technology Assessment
Workshop on the Persian Gulf Experience
and Health, the Persian Gulf Expert Sci-
entific Committee, and other bodies.

(6) Risk Factors: the possible risks associ-
ated with service in the Persian Gulf Conflict
in general and, specifically, with prophylactic
drugs and vaccines, infectious diseases, envi-
ronmental chemicals, radiation and toxic sub-
stances, smoke from oil well fires, depleted
uranium, physical and psychological stress,
and other factors applicable to the Persian
Gulf Conflict.

(7) Chemical and Biological Weapons: in-
formation related to reports of the possible
detection of chemical or biological weapons
during the Persian Gulf Conflict.

(c) It shall not be a function of the Com-
mittee to conduct scientific research. The
Committee shall review information and pro-
vide advice and recommendations on the ac-
tivities undertaken related to the matters de-
scribed in (b) above.

(d) It shall not be a function of the Com-
mittee to provide advice or recommendations
on any legal liability of the Federal Govern-
ment for any claims or potential claims
against the Federal Government.

(e) As used herein, “Gulf War Veterans’
Illnesses” means the symptoms and illnesses
reported by United States uniformed services
personnel who served in the Persian Gulf
Conlflict.

May 26 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

(f) The Committee shall submit an interim
report within 6 months of the first meeting
of the Committee and a final report by De-
cember 31, 1996, unless otherwise provided
by the President.

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of
executive departments and agencies shall, to
the extent permitted by law, provide the
Committee with such information as it may
require for purposes of carrying out its func-
tions.

(b) Members of the Committee shall be
compensated in accordance with Federal
law. Committee members may be allowed
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu
of subsistence, to the extent permitted by law
for persons serving intermittently in the Gov-
ermment service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707).

(c) To the extent permitted by law, and
subject to the availability of aprropriations,
the Department of Defense shall provide the
Committee with such funds as may be nec-
essary for the performance of its functions.

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) Notwith-
standing the provisions of any other Execu-
tive orger, the functions of the President
under the Federal Advisory Committee Act
that are applicable to the Committee, except
that of reporting annually to the Congress,
shall be performed by the Secretary of De-
fense, in accordance with the guidelines and
procedures established by the Administrator
of General Services.

(b) The Committee shall terminate 30 days
after submitting its final report.

(c) This order is intended only to improve
the internal management of the executive
branch and it is not intended to create any
right, benefit or trust responsibility, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
equity by a party against the United States,
its agencies, its officers, or any person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 26, 1995.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:36 a.m., May 30, 1995]

NortE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on May 31.
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