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In order for them to compete in the high jump, they had to leap barriers that must have
looked impossible. For them to swim for gold medals, they had lo persevere when the tide was
against them. Before they could bench press a bar and lift their lives, they had to push away
stereotypes and ugly assuinptions that they were not equals.

These athletes have overcome what might have defeated most of us.

And through their example, and through the cxample of all those living with disabilities
in this country and throughout the world, we are reminded that disability does not disadvantagc.
Disability does not disenfranchise. And disability does not — and must never — disqualify.

Because all of us bave difterent abilities, and each of us has the ability to triumph. . . on
the playing ficld . . . in the schools . .. at the workplace . . . and in the highest levels of
government.

President Clinton understands this. And he has worked -- on behalf of all people with
disabilities -- to make sure that, in America, we move “away from exclusion towards inclusion,
away from dependence towards independence, and away from paternalism towards
empowerment.”

That is why we are thrilled that America will be home to the Paralympic Games -- an
event that will showcase the unlimited potential and talents of people with disabilities.

And that is why we are equally excitcd that the United States will host the Third
Paralympic Congress right before the Games begin. That Congress will bring together disability
leaders and further elevate the status and inclusion of not just athletes, but of all the pcople with
disabilitics worldwide.

Over the last three years, along with Mack McLarty, I have had the distinct honor of
leading our Task Force on the Olympic and the Paralympic Games. | would like end by telling
you two things I’ve discovered.

First, these aren’t only Atlanta’s Games, they are America’s Games. And America’s
Garmnes are going to be the best Games ever.

Second -- and the reason for the first -- is that Americans are coming together and
working very hard to makc these Games happen. We know that when Americans work hard and
unify -- when we are one America -- there is no limit to what wc can achieve.

And when it comes to teaching these lessons of work, and inclusion, and that anything is
possible . . . I can’t think of hetter instructors than the Paralympiz«ns and all the brave people
living with disabilities.

Hit
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MEMORANDUM TO MELANNE VERVEER
LISSA MUSCATINE

FROM: VICKI RADD
ANGUS KING

SUBJECT: Olympic remarks

DATE: July 15, 1996

Attached is a copy of the President and First Lady's remarks from the torch lighting at the
White House, which give a good summary of the themes we are stressing for the Games; a
copy of the list of Olympians and former Olympians ( The "Golden 100") who will be on
stage with the President and First Lady during their remarks to this year's Olympic team on
July 19; and biographical information on William Milligan Sloane, who will be sitting in the
front row and will be acknowledged by the First Lady in her remarks.

The "Golden 100" list is still growing, and additions will be sent to you as they are made.
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100 GOLDEN OLYMPIANS
Criteria for selectlon

The 100 Golden Olympians have been invited to represent the historical
accomplishments of the United States in the 100 year history of the
Oympic Games. The U.S. has won 834 Olympic Championship events
since 1896, more than any other nation, and 1742 gold medals have been
won in individual and team events.

The 100 gold medalists we selected by the U.S. Olympians organization,
the alumni association of the USOC. They were chosen to represent as
wide a selection of sports as possible. Their performances at the Olympic
Games were the principal criteria, and their accomplishments outside the
arena and their contributions to the development of their sport following
their competitive days were also considered.



A
Addlitional Invitees for consideration

Soule Alleen Riggin, 1920 gold medalist, dlving
has accepted Invitation

Miit Campbell, 1956 gold medalist, decathion
will. attend the Gala. available if invited

Robert Garrett, Grand son of 1896 gold medalist.
Called at 212-759-1870

Ruth Owens, Wite of Jesse Owens, 4-time gold medallst, 1936
recent hip replacement - unable to attend

Norbert Schemansky, gold medalist 1952,weightlifting

Bill Sloane, Grandson of William Sloan
Has arrived in Atlanta. WIil attend

Gail, Grace & Jack Thorpe, family representatives of Jim Thorpe, Double
gold medalist 1912

Gina Tillman, Grand Daughter of Jesse Owens
not available - returned to job.

Trent Dimas, 1992 gold medalist, gymnastics
in Atlanta. Will attend, if invited

Nancy Hogshead, 1984 gold medalist, swimming
in Atlanta. Will attend if invited.

Cathy Turner, 1992 & 1994 gold medalist, speed skating
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GENERAL NOTES & C.V. ON
THE LIFE OF WILLIAM MILLIGAN SLOANE

Taken from Volume 2
Couhertin i
by
Dietrich Quanz and Gary Allison
from the 25-volume continuity book series

E_OLYMPIC CENTURY: The Official 1s o
of the Modern Olympic Movement

Copyrighted 1996,
The United States Olympic Committee, 1st Century Project,
and World Sport Research & Publications, Inc.
Los Angeles, California

Dr. William Milligan Sloane, was the United State’s only
founding delegate to the Paris 1894 Congress for the Re-
Establishment of the Olympic Games at the Sorbonne; first IOC
Member in the United States (he served 31 years from 1894 to
1925); first President of the United States Olympic Committee
(1894 to 1899); and by all rights, the unquestionable "Father
of the United States Olympic Movement."

The site of his grave is at the private Princeton
Cenmetery, located adjacent to, but not on, the Princeton
University campus in Princeton, New Jersey. At the cemetery
gate, the Great-Grandson of Dr. Sloane will receive the torch
and run it from there to the marker stone. At the grave
site, there will be very brief remarks (about 2~5 minutes)
made by Sloane’s Grandson and namesake, William Milligan
Sloane, age 78. At the conclusion of his remarks, Robert
Garrett, the Great-Grandson of the athlete Robert Garrett
(who was Sloane’s first recruit for the U.S. team going to
the Athens 1896 Games, where he won 2 first places in the
discus and shot put, and two second places in the broad jump
and the high jump), will carry the torch out of the cemetery,
passing first by the grave site of President Grover
Cleveland, who at the request of his lifelong best friend
Sloane was the first Honorary President of the USOC, then
known as the American Olympic Committee.

These few minutes at the Princeton Cemetery will bring
closure to a piece of unfinished Olympic business (especially
for the USOC), when the Olympic flame renders to Dr. Sloane
recognition for his Olympic achievements, something that did
not happen in his lifetime. Biltter prejudice against some of
Sloane’s ideas and work by early American Olympic Comnittee
powers, indeed some IOC powers, denied him his due.

Dr. Sloane was one of the most important and notable
University history professors and scholars of his time. To
his best friends and colleagues he was known to be tough and
determined, yet humble and selfless. While Sloane at first
glance appears to have been a rather unlikely candidate to be
involved in the sport and Olympic worlds, Baron Pierre de
Coubertin -~ writing his friend’s obituary said of him, "his
contribution was the moral center of the revival to which he
dedicated his enormous intelligence and endless talent."

.62
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Sloane lived out his entire life and career by the
cardinal tecnants of his Covenanter Presbyterian faith, which
taught one never to seek credit for one’s accomplishments, as
such recognition was meaningless unless spontaneously
acknowledged and bestowed upon you by those you sought to
serve. Another unrelenting belief of the Covenanters was
their unswerving commitment to the abolition of slavery in
the United States, "or anywhere else it reared its ugly
head." Sloane’s father, the Reverend James Renwick Sloane
(1817-1988) based his ministry upon this belief. (His church
was Manhattan’s 3rd Presbyterian Church on 23rd Street). It
was Reverend Sloane’s uncompromising writing and preaching in
favor of this subject that sparked the bloody, 3-day, 1863
Civil war Draft Riots in New York City. Both the Reverend
and his only son, then 14, were saved from a mob lynching by
a hastily mobilized Company of the New York National Guard.

At the Paris 1894 Congress for the Re~establishment of
the Olympic Games, it was Sloane who convinced Baron Pierre
de Coubertin and the other 77 founding delegates, (many of
them card carrying members of the newly formed International
Peace Movement), that the wording of the resolution to revive
the ancient Games, and to create an International Olympic
Committee to shepherd them, had to clearly state that these
modern Olympic Games were to be "for all the youth of the
world." The inclusion of the word "all"™ was to emphasize
every race, color, sex and religion in that world.

By any measure, this was an extraordinary declaration
for the newly formed IOC to make, when you consider the
entrenched prejudices of our world in the summer of 1894.
Perhaps, more than anyone else present, and given his
personal beliefs, it was Sloane the man of history and
conscience who understood the moral impact this single word
could (and did) have on the future of the IOC.

Most of Sloane’s 31 years as an IOC member were spent,
with Coubertin and the IOC’s concurrence, working slowly
and with great skill to fulfill the implicit promise
contained in the IOC’s 1894 declaration. From his perch as
an internationally famous historian (Princeton 1877-1896 and
Seth Low Chair of History at Columbia University 1896-1916),
contemporary colleagues of Sloane claimed he could genuinely
see the future.

Through extensive travel and voluminous correspondence,
Sloane advised and guided the creation of the 1913 Far
Eastern Games and the 1921 South American Games (forerunners
to today’s Asian and Pan American Games), which spurred the
establishment and development of a number of sports, National
Olympic Committees and election of IOC Members on those two
continents. These developments led rapidly to numerous teams
from Asian and Latin American countries competing permanently
in Olympic Games and having a valued voice in the future of
the Olympic movement itself.
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As an IOC Member, Sloane worked unceasingly for the
inclusion of women in Olympic sports, although his voice
remained in the minority. Women would reach full sport
status with men, when they would be permitted their own track
and field events at the Amsterdam 1928 Games. However, it
would take another 50 years before the number of competing
women athletes began to match those of the men.

Many of the early IOC Members, indeed many early AOC
Members, who were regrettably victims and perpetrators of
their own prejudices, were understandably critical of
Sloane’s efforts. He faced enormous resistance and criticism
for his attempts to reach out to African countries in the
manner he was doing with Asia and South America, as most of
Africa was then ruled by colonial European powers. Trivial-
izing and obscuring Sloane’s achievements was the best way
his detractors had to underscore their disapproval.

In the United States for example, Sloane was more often
than not deliberately left off the membership lists of
the American Olympic Committee and the American Olympic
Association, as though he did not exist. Of the first seven
Official AOC (later the AOA) Reports published from 1904
through 1924, his photograph appears only once along with
other Olympiad leaders. Ironically, from Paris 1900 through
Antwerp 1920, it was Sloane, acting in his capacity as the
senior IOC Member in the United States, who appointed the
very AOC and AOA members who would work behind his back to
see that his name was left out of official documents.

Throughout this period, Sloane remained loyal to his IOC
and his national Olympic commitments, concentrating his
efforts for the latter on the unrelenting problem of raising
enough money to send U.S. teams to Olympic Games. He never
complained of or acknowledged the petty treatment he received at
the hands of others. Nor did he order text revisions in
official publications, which was well within in his power to
do. The minutes of the American Olympic Association do not
mention a word of tribute or of his passing in (September)
1928, while it does do so for lesser members: a remarkable
omission considering his 31 years of commitment.

Then finally in 1929, when the AOA published the first
list of past presidents, Sloane’s name did not appear. The
documentation that he had indeed been the first USOC
President was not rediscovered until 1991, after a review of
his personal papers and interviews with his family. His
descendants had always said he had been President, but no one
listened to then.

As an educator and a historian, Sloane’s life work
stands on a level equal with that of his part-time Olympic
efforts. One of the first PH.D.’s in the United States,
having secured his at Leipsic, Germany in 1876, Sloane was an
institution builder. Always the background man, Sloane
assisted in the 1896 conversion of the College of New Jersey
into Princeton University. He would assist in the nove of
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hie alma mater Columbia College from 49th Street to
Morningside Heights in 1897, then preside with others over
the oreation of their graduate school.

While he understood and was committed to the development
of the graduate school concept, Sloane felt most strongly
that the emerging university system also needed strong
preparatory school’s at the other end of the undergraduate
experience. To this end he sat on the trustees of the Gilman
School in Maryland, Princeton Prep, and Lawrenceville Academy
in New Jersey, where for 24 years he help to guide the latter
school’s unique curriculum and build the campus facilities.

Sloane was also one of the founders, and for 36 years an
elected trustee of the American School of Classical Studies
at Athens, which was technically the first graduate school
available in the United States. Perhaps the greatest tribute
to his work as an education, is that all the institutions in
which he invested his time and intelligence, flourish today.

As a new professor, Sloane was assigned in 1877 the
Chairmanship the newly formed Princeton Faculty Committee on
Athletic Sports, an assignment no one else wanted. Aalthough
not an athlete, Sloane came to believe sport could and
should be an invaluable part of student 1ife, while most
other faculty and administrators wanted in banned from
campus. In 1879, Sloane organized his counter parts at
various Eastern colleges into the Ivy Collegiate Faculty
Committee on Athletic Sports, which was the forerunner of
today’s National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA).

During his eleven years as Chairman of the Ivy
Collegiate Faculty Committee on Athletic Sports, Sloane took
a dim view of the Amateur Athletic Union, whom he belileved
interfered with the natural flow of student and campus sport
life. He felt the AAU’s goal had more to do with the self-
aggrandizement of the adult leadership than it did for the
student’s welfare. More condemning, he was constantly at
odds with the AAU over the full inclusion of all athletes,
most notably women and what we term today "the minorities."

In the years following Sloane’s death 1928, the history
of providing full parity for black athletes and African
countries in the Olympic movement had several more sorry
chapters to go, before becoming a true reality in 1988. Dr.
Sloane established the goal and many other like-minded
individuals completed it. As a historian, it was a process
in which he believed the world was moving. As an educator,
he counted on it.

Among William Milligan Sloane’s numerous contributions
to the Olympic movement, his efforts on behalf of "all" the
youth of the world was his greatest, and for it alone he
deserves at long last, during this centennial year to be
publicly acknowledge as the "Father of the United States
Olympic Movement."
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