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- February 25, 1997

Ms. Patti Solis-Doyle

Director of Scheduling

For The First Lady

The White House, Room 185 1/2
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Solis-Doyle,

On Monday, February 10th, | had the pleasure of attending the White House luncheon
honoring working mothers. At the end of her wonderful keynote talk, Mrs. Clinton
remarked that she wished there were other opportunities to honor people like the
inspiring moms we toasted that afternoon.

Parents magazine developed the As They Grow Awards to honor men and women
whose outstanding work has promised children a brighter future. The awards are given
to truly remarkable people for their work in the areas of health, education, social action,
the arts, the environment, we also recognize a “Good Neighbor" and a “Corporate
Citizen.” This year's awardees will be profiled in our June issue and honored at a
luncheon in mid-May (see the attached).

As Editor-in-Chief of Parents, which reaches 11 million mothers every month, | would be
delighted if Mrs. Clinton could give a short keynote address at this year's luncheon.
Given the First Lady's remarkable achievements in improving the lives of children, |
believe the awards ceremony would be even more meaningful if we could hold it at the
White House. Just as the effectiveness and impact of the working mothers luncheon
was greatly enhanced by the setting and by Mrs. Clinton's presence, a similar venue
would spotlight the accomplishments of these unsung and deserving champions of
children. Whether the event is held in Washington or in New York, we would make every
effort to accommodate the First Lady's hectic schedule.
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By J. PEDER ZANE

he winners of the sev-
Tcnth annual As They

Grow Awards have at
least one thing in common:
They are all doers. Each
came face-to-face with chil-
dren in need and, instead
of turning away, found a
way to raise kids' sights and

expectations. Their inno-
vative efforts include giv-
ing children of the poor
an exemplary education,
ensuring that abused kids
have someone to speak up
for them, providing city
children with the
tranquillity of na-
ture, fighting to
end lead poisoning,
opening kids' minds
to the power of the-
ater, and creating a
club for kids with
disabilities.

Many of our winners were

happy to discover that once
they identified a problem
and a way to solve it, oth-
er people were willing to
help—which may be the
truest test of a good idea.

Health
For her tireless efforts to
lead poisoningin children.

When Maurci Jackson saw
her 15-month-old daughter

spit out a slab of peeled *

paint, she froze in panic,then
rushed her to the hospital.

Testing revealed that Mau-
rissa had lead poisoning, a
pemicious disease that can
cause learning disabilities,
hyperactivity, and kidney
and liver damage. “That's

'

Six inspiring people improve

when the rollercoaster ride
began,” says Jackson, a na-
tive of Chicago.

Over a period of eight
months, Maurissa had to
endure a series of excruci-
ating shots to

sufe
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ed. But mysteriously, her
lead levels continued to rise.
What Jackson didn’t real-
ize was that her attempts to
rid their home of lead—by
dusting, sweeping, and hav-
ing the old paint stripped
from the walls—were mak-

|the ives of children.
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ing the problem worse. No
one had told her to use a
damp cloth when dusting
or to vacate the apartment
while the paint was being
removed.

“I didn't want other chil-
dren to suffer the pain my
baby went through,” says
Jackson.

Drawing from her tiny
savings and borrowing from
her mother, Jackson, a sin-

gle mother, printed up fli-
ers that she posted through-
out the city and handed out

child under 6." From those
early efforts, Jackson has
built a powerful organiza-
tion in Chicago, Parents
Against Lead (PAL), which
has gone on to spawn a
national organization, Unit-
ed Parents Against Lead

Maurci Jackson,
founder of Par-
ents Against
Lead, with daugh-
ters Maurissa and
Maurita.



