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First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500 A

Dear WM ( :

We invite you to address the opening plenary session of the first-ever National Senior
Service Corps Conference at 8:30 a.m. Monday, July 15, at the Sheraton Washington Hotel in

Washington D.C.

The Conference theme, "Renewing America Through Senior Service," reflects the
Senior Corps' central role as a vibrant force that empowers older adults to make significant
contributions to their communities. The United States now faces the challenge of effectively
utilizing the largest, most active and fastest-growing group of seniors in our history.

Last year, the White House Conference on Aging passed a resolution to increase the
number of seniors involved in service to one million strong. This training conference represents
our commitment to meeting that goal as we help our projects move toward expanding into the
next century.

Two years ago, you recognized the accomplishments of Senior Corps volunteers at a
White House health care forum on independent living. Now we would like you to address the
directors of the projects who guide the service of our 500,000 volunteers. ¥

We appreciate the commitment that you have made to national service. Senior service is
of growing importance to the aging of America and to the national service movement. We hope
you will be able to help us further our efforts by accepting this invitation.

Sincerely,

Harris Wofford

Chief Executive Officer « ovew York Avenue
wWashingwn, DC 20525
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Faster Grandparent Program
Seniov Campanian Program
Reured and Souar Volunteer
Program
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It is an honor for me to be here today with this group of American heroes. So often,
after the nation endures some kind of tragedy, we see an outpouring of energy and love and
say, "It’s a shame this only happens after a catastrophe.”" Well, I’'m here today to say, that’s
not true. It doesn’t just happen after explosions or earthquakes. It happens every single day
in countless ways in thousands of neighborhoods.

We are here to celebrate the spirit of citizen action that is thriving in America today.
All of you are proof of that. Over a century ago, Alexis de Tocqueville said "America is
great because America is good." Service is at the heart of our American ethic -- it was then
and it still is today.

As [ have traveled the country I have seen it everywhere -- Americans of all ages
serving their country and community and building what political leaders and intellectuals call
“civil society." What it means is citizens banding together to solve problems in common
sense ways.

Consider what has happened just this week as a part of National Volunteer Week,
which has been so ably organized by the Points of Light Foundation, Youth Service America
and the Corporation for National Service.

In Topeka, the entire city pitched in to build low income housing with Habitat for
Humanity. In Denver, senior volunteers went door to door to educate parents about
immunization. In Atlanta, school-aged volunteers built a playground in a poor neighborhood.
In Pittsburgh, AmeriCorps members joined with local churches and Scout groups to rehab a
local Boy Scout camp. In Nevada, more than 3,000 volunteers helped fix up homes
belonging to needy senior citizens.

And here in Washington, right now, volunteers are travelling the city and removing
swastikas from public places -- literally blotting out signs of hatred and division. Americans
are taking matters into their own hands -- to repair, rebuild and heal our community spirit.

Many of these events were organized by the Corporation for National Service. The
President is deeply proud of the work being done by AmeriCorps and the other programs run
by the Corporation. And I want to applaud Harris Wofford for his efforts to ensure that
national service remains a bipartisan institution of American life -- as it has been in the past
and must be in the future. Bipartisan, I should say, in the tradition of the Peace Corps,
which Senator Wofford helped create and which celebrates its 35th Anniversary this year.
Some 143,000 Peace Corps volunteers have served since its creation. And today, under the
leadership of another great director, Mark Gearan, 7,000 Peace Corps volunteers are
bringing the best of America to 94 countries.



In addition to AmeriCorps and the Peace Corps there is a vast army of citizen action
in this country: Working mothers who can barely make time to cook dinner nonetheless find
time to bring meals to homebound seniors. Members of Junior Leagues and Kiwanis Clubs
make service a part of their core mission. People volunteer through extraordinary American
institutions like the Boys Clubs, the YMCAs or the Red Cross -- or at a local neighborhood
shelter. Millions of Americans not only take to heart, but put into action -- the message of
the Gospel: "To whom much is given, from them much is required."

One outstanding initiative is USA Weekend’s "Make a Difference Day." Last fall,
almost a million volunteers showed how much can be done if we just return to the basic idea
of neighbors helping neighbors. [Ask winners of Make A Difference Day Awards to stand
and be recognized]

When former President George Bush called for a 1000 points of light, some people
snickered. But he was on to a very important idea. There is no single big solution to our
problems - - there are thousands of solutions. And The Points of Light Foundation, led by
Bob Goodwin, has taken the lead in putting together the President’s Service Awards. The
winners of this distinguished award come from every part of America. They include school
teachers and students, a restaurant owner and the executives of some major corporations; an
eighth grader and a group of independent "bikers".

What they have done is not just noble -- it’s effective. They have provided supplies
to poor schools, winterized homes of the poor, and helped women ex-cons to keep away
from crime after they leave prison. Put simply, service and volunteering solves problems.

And yet I would wager that if you praised any one of our award winners today for
their "sacrifice" they would say "I gained as much as anyone." This seems to be a nearly
universal pattern. When you help someone else, you feel empowered. In the serving, you
are served. Just yesterday, I met a sixth-grade boy in Denver, who participates in a program
where older grammar school students tutor kindergarteners. His experience reminds us that
there is no age limit on voluntarism. No matter how young or old we are, we all have
something to give.

You all know that I believe it takes a village to raise a child. Well, sometimes it
takes a volunteer to energize the village or block or city. The Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
said "Everybody can be great because anybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college
degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You don’t
have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve. You only need a heart full of grace. A
soul generated by love."

Thank you all for helping make our country great through your service to others.
And now [ am proud to honor these great Americans with the 1996 Presidents Service
Award.



