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legislature to watch government in action. Many of the volunteers are the survivors of gang
violence or the family members of gang related homicide victims. These volunteers also
spend their time talking with students in local elementary and junior high schools, and in the
county and state detention facilities to encourage them to avoid gang violence.

3) National organizations and schools: The National Crime Prevention Council
(NCPC) and the National Institute for Citizen Education efforts entitled “Teens Crime and the
Community” and “We Can Work It Out”, promote mediation, negotiation, or other non-
litigating methods as strategies to settle unresolved confrontations. The programs emphasize
the importance of showing students that many problems can be solved more effectively
through cooperative methods, such as peer mediation. In this curriculum integration approach,
teachers deliver daily lessons in conflict resolution and infuse conflict resolution concepts and
skills into core curriculum areas, The NCPC “Teens, Crime and the Community” program
also provides ways for young people to contribute to their community instead of destroying it.

4) Schools: In New York, the Resolving Conflict Creatively Program (RCCP) is
implemented as a peaceable schools model of conflict resolution. The RCCP approach
requires schools to participate in the curriculum for a year or more and includes a student
mediation aspect. The RCCP approach to conflict resolution integrates two primary
components: the RCCP elementary and secondary curriculum and the RCCP student
mediation program. A third component -- the parent training curriculum -- introduces RCCP
principles into the home to send youth a consistent message from parents and teachers, who
reinforce each other.

S) Citizens and community leaders: The Nuestro Centro (Our Center) Gang, Drug, and
Dropout Intervention Program in Dallas, Texas, inaugurated in 1991, took a grassroots
prevention approach to the problem of juvenile violence. Citizens and community leaders in a
predominantly minority neighborhood decided to take back their streets by converting an
abandoned fire station into a community-run youth center. Participants in the after school
program are unemployed and undereducated youth affected by drug abuse, gangs, school
problems, family problems, physical and sexual abuse, and delinquency. Through the
dedicated work of counselors and volunteers, most of whom live in the neighborhood, the
program has shown significant success in deterring gang violence and drug use, with 95
percent of participants surveyed involved in educational activities, including school, general
equivalency diploma (GED) preparation, and vocational training.

6) Survivors of homicide victims: The SOSAD (Save Our Sons and Daughters) Peace
Project is a crisis intervention, violence prevention, and peace promoting program started by
Clementine Barfield, whose son Derick was Killed in the summer of 1986. Along with other
parents of slain children, Clementine decided to go beyond her mourning and began working
to create positive alternatives to violence i1n Detroit. SOSAD provides counseling and training
in violence prevention, crisis intervention, multi cultural conflict resolution, gang redirection,
peer and bereavement support. In SOSAD’s Peace and Conflict Resolution Curriculum for
Elementary School Age Children, teachers, students and community members are trained to
assist raurnatized kids. This Curriculum teaches peacemaking skills, peace activities, and
peaceful behavior to the children. SOSAD’s Violence Prevention and Peach Program is
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aimed at creating Peace Zones throughout the city. It is violence free, drug free, and weapon
free. SOSAD’s dream is to eventually link all of the Peace Zones together until the entire
city is at peace.

7) Federal leadership and parents: The Corporation for National Service’s AmeriCorps
program has established a Safe Corridors program in the elementary schools in Philadelphia.
The program is designed to ensure the safe passage of youth to and from school by using 80
parent volunteers who patrol the streets around the schools in the mornings and afternoons.
The volunteers designed the program structure and are responsible for recruiting other parents
to carry out the program. The Safe Corridors program has been so successful in increasing
safety that the city is offering it as a model for statewide implementation. In Seattle,
Washington, AmeriCorps members staff seven Safe Haven sites that provide an opportunity
for more than 1,000 at-risk youth to participate in workshops, tutoring and mentoring
programs, and conflict resolution sessions. The programs are designed to increase self-esteem,
provide educational opportunities, and reduce violent behavior.

If you have any questions regarding this information, 1 can be reached at 7-5983.








































































































































































