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2 MRS. CLINTON: It Is also fitting to have this oelebratian in
&
a the neighborhood of our nation’s greetest monuments, with all that they
) represent, on 8 day that holids great promise tor your individuasl futures ss
¢ welil a8 the future of our nation.
5 | feel & special connection to GW for ssveral reasons, For
¢ ong, your campus served as tha Clinton-Gore Inaugural prass center, and
? was the gateway for many of the press from around the world when they
8 came to the Inauguration.
’ (Applause,)
10 MRS. CLINTON: For another, we hald one of the hesith care
L § task force publiec hearings in the Smith Center 8 few monthg after the
Pl Prealdent took office.
13 Saveral of your alumni play very prominent roles in the

24 administration, for which wa are grateful.

15 On a more personal leval, | lived on the QW campus when |
16 first came to Washington as a college intern in the summer of 1968,

17 (Applause.)

10 MRS. CLINTON: | remember | used to go to Quigley’s Drug
19 Store, which was a soda fountaln, at 21st and G, which | gather now is
20 the geography departmant, and even occasionaily | would have to go to
a1 the llbrary, which | am told now is Lisner Hall,

23 But | enjoyed my time, as | do now, when | esnegk away from
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e - the White House grounds, usually accompanied by several man with
2 things In their ears, and walk around this campus or maybe ride my bike.
3 This was & very different time than 1968. To begin with,
‘ GW didn’t have Mika Jervie as ¢ baskethall ccuch,
5 (Applause.)
() MRS. CLINTON: And | don't recall In ‘68 hearing anyone
7 from the campus talk about phrases like "the big dance” or "sweet 16."
8 Back then, there were no rollerblades or MTV or even ATM cards, and If
9 somebody $3id “red kot chlli psppers,” they wera talking about food, not
10 a rock band. |
13 But perhaps the most striking difference betwesn this tims
12 and 28 years ago is that we had very different views of our soclal
13 ingtitutions and of our individua! and collectlve reles In soclety. la many
14 “ways, looking back 10 1998 seems @s though it is separated from us by
15 hundreda of yeara as oppoesed to the 26.
16 It was a ime of great passion and hope, and alsc 8 time of
17 great soclal diglocation. Some conventions were dying out. and some
10 were being born. And today we are salling in the wake of that gocial and
19 cultursl tidal wave.
20 It you look even at our most basie lnetltuﬂon, which we
21 celsbrate today, the Amarican family, you can see the changes. If it ever
22 did, it no longer does consist of two parents, two children, a dog, a house
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seo, or llke @ sealad letter they oould not plainly reed.” Neither my
hueband’s mother or my mother ever graduated from collega. Both of
them belleved passionately in what doars education could open, but both
of them else believed in the obligations that you took with you when you
walked through those doors.

Our mothers communicated the values that we have adopted
for lite, All mothers are the ones who literally and flguratively call us to
the dinner table, remind us to brush our teeth, monitor our progress on
homework, and say the things that as you grow Up you 83y 10 yourse!!
you will never say t0 your own children, "Until you have your own
children* - and hear unbidden your mother’s volce coming from the back
of your throat,

(Applauss.)

MHAS. CLINTON: A friend of mine calls mothers every
tamily’s designatsd worrier. Or, as the old Jewish proverb reminds us,
God oould not be everywhere, and therefore ho made mothers.

(Applause.)

MRS. CLINTON: What we are taught, what we ges, what
we experienoe In the family, we carry with us, And what | hope all of you
do is to take the lessons, the lessone of a lifetime, the leacons starting in
the family, the lessons going through the schools that brought you here,

the lessons you have incorporated here @t this great university, and decide

@oos
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on your own lifa’'g course.

Thera l¢ still too much In our soclety that tries to put us Into
comfortable boxes, that stereotypes us, that expects that because we ere
@ Hil-In-the-blank we will be or we wilil fsel or we will act a certain way.
What Is marvelous and wonderful about coming of age In America today
despite all of the problems thet wa face Is you do have €0 many mere
choices to craft your own lifa than any generation had. You have within
your own power the choices to make about how you wilil chart this course
that for all of us is through un-navigated waters,

When | sat as you ¢it and graduated from coflege 25 years
ago. | could never have predicted my life's course. | could never have
written down what | would be doing 10 years, 20 years, or 25 years iater.
| cannot tell you what | will be doing 10, 20, or 25 years from now. But |
know, in part because of my family’s teaching and the marvelous
education | recelved, that I've feit prepared to make the choices that were
presented to me day by day.

And just ae in an individual’s life, a soclety feces the same -
kind of challenge. We are now facing such challenges on our national
level. | don’t think it's @ coincidence that the public issues thet concern
me most today -- heaith cars, education, ¢hildren, public safety -- all
translata back to the family, And It's not hard to ses why. Whan family

memberg are sprud across the country, when traditional family roles are
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changing, when the treditional bonds of famlly are too often frayed, we all
neaed to eppreciate that in a very real sensa we have become an sxtended
family. Our community muat be a family. And if we recognizs that, then
we will accept the larger rales we are forced into as we move out into the
larger community, the community of the extended family.

if we find the balance In our indlvidual lives we ¢an then
struggle to help find the balance In our larger community life. And | hope
that thet will be part of your struggle, to find a naw spirlt of community In
our country. As we begin to take cara of the larger extended family
around us we will need all of your efforts and best thinking to succeed.
The great issues of the dey, the ones your generation will be sntrusted to
tackle, sre not just sbout politics and policies or dollars and cents. They
are about our morsl obllgations as Indlvldual# 10 protact and care for all
within our larger community.

It we recognize th-nt obligetion, there |s so much we can do.
We've heard it from both the introductions that h-avo bean made and the
racognitions that have been glven ag we’ve heard how individuals have
given of themselves a they hayo attempted to reach the broader
community that they are a part of. That opportunity lies ahead for you, as
well, And | cannot let this moment go by without talking briefly about
one of our primary obligations, and that Is to extend the right for

affordable quality health care to every single American.
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=3 happened In her family, whare two of her grandohll&un, two cousine who
| 2 lived together with their families In the same big old rambling house, both
3 got sick.
4 One of thoee little cousing was the ohild of a tamlly with
5 Insurance. She was taken to tha hospital, she was diagnosed with
6 meningitls, she was admitted. and she was cured, The other little cousin
" also had meningitis, but her famlly didn’t have any ingurance. They took
] her ta one hospital; they wara referred to another hospital, They sat in
9 the emergency room end went through ell of the rigmarole that we go
10 through to try to prove that we deserve to have medical care, and finally
11 she was looked ot, given two baby aspiring, and sant home. She died on
e the day her coutin waa diccharged. The little brother of the girl who died
13 then came down with the same ilinese. The hospital that had turned
14 away hie glster toak him as a charity case.
15 | don’t want snother year to go by where we have to heer
16 stories like this. Not ona af our children deserves 1o have any of thet
17 happen to him.
10 (Appleauss.)
19 MRS. CLINTON: So, 3s wa face all of these problems —
20 health care, violence, reforming the welfare system, meking our ecenomy
n @row again -- let's put it into perspactive.
23 ' | leave |ater today to go ta South Africa to attend on Tuesday
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one of tha most extraordinary events of tho 20th cantury.

(Applausse.)

MRS. CLINTON: When | think of the challenges facing the
breve men and women who have worked thelr way to this point in that
country’s history, | think many of our problems pale in comparison. Yet
wa have our own problems. In eddition to wanting to heip countries like
South Africa realize their own potential, let's recommit ourselves to
making this country, in this time, realize its own potential and give to ell
of you and ali of our children the chance to iive up to their own God-glven
potential.

Let’s make America work for all of us.

Thank you all very much,

{Standing ovation.)

(Whereupon, at 11:21 a.m., ths speech conaluded.)

TOTAL F.i4
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MEMORANDUM

To: Lissa

From: Sabrina

Re:  Mother of the Year info.
Date: April 10, 1995

Louisa May Alcott

"What do girls do who haven’t any mother to help them through their troubles?” (Little
Women) uwjo Sasd -

Marguerite Blessington

"A mother’s love! O holy, boundless thing!

Fountain whose waters never cease to spring.” ("Affection," in Gems of Beauty, 1837-8)
Erma Bombeck

"A child needs your love most when he deserves it the least.”

"A child develops individuality long before he develops taste.” (If Life is a Bowl of
Cherries, What Am I Doing in the Pits?", 1971)

"I firmly believe kids don’t want your understanding. They want your trust, your

compassion, your blinding love and your car keys, but you ¥y to understand them and
you’re in big trouble.” (Ibid)

"My mother phones daily to ask, *Did you just &y to reach me?’ When I reply, 'No,’ she

adds, ’So, if you’re not too busy, call me while I'm still alive,’ and hangs up.” (The 1992
Erma Bombeck Calendat, 1992)

aron Doubiago

"My mother is a poem I'll never be able to write although everything I write is a poem to
my mother." (In Tillie Olsen, Mother to Daughter, Daughter to Mother, 1984)
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Doroth ield

"A mother is not a person to lean on but a person to make leaning unnecessary.” (Her Son’s
Wife, 1926)

Sarah Ome Jewett

"You never get over being a child, long as you have a mother to go to.” (The Country of the
Pointed Firs, 1896)

Phyllis McGinley

"God lnows that a mother needs fortitude and courage and tolerance and flexibility and

patience and firmness and nearly every other brave aspect of the human soul..." cCall’s
May, 1959)

Margaret Meagd

"What the world needs is not romantic lovers who are sufficient unto themselves, but
husbands and wives who live in communities, relate to other people, carry on useful work
and willingly give time and attention to their children." (Redbook, 1965)

Tillie Olsen

"More than in any other human relationship, overwhelmingly more, motherhood means being

instantly interruptible, responsive, responsible." (Silences: When Writers Don’t Write,
1965)

Rosalie Sorre

"It’s not that I don’t love the darlings

I’d do anything for my kids, but

If I had to go through all that one more time

I’d jump off the Golden Gate Bridge tra la 1a," ("Mother's Day Song," 1980)
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Mother Figures in History and Literature
(this was a tough one)

-- Juno/Hera

—~ Mother Hubbard

-- Mrs. March in Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women
—~ Rose Kennedy

- Anne of Green Gables: orphan and mother
-- Mothers during World War II — sending sons/husbands off to war and doing their work in

the factories.
- Strong mother figures of western frontier -- Little House on the Praine type.
-- Mother Earth

I’ll try to think of/find more, but this is a start.
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton

"Though motherhood is the most important of all the professions -- requiring more
knowledge than any other department in human affairs — there was no attention given to
preparation for this office.” (from Eighty Years and More, 1898)

"...mothers of the race, the most important actors in the grand drama of human progress..."
("The Kansas Campaign of 1867")

Ann Taylor

"Who ran to help me when I fell
And would some pretty story tell,
Or kiss the place to make it well?

My mother.” ("My Mother," in Original Poems for Infant Minds, 1804)

Alice Walker

"No song or poem will bear my mother’s name. Yet so many of the stories that I write, that
we all write, are my mother’s stories." S h of Our Mother’s Gardens, 1974




































NATIONAL MOTHER'S DAY COMMITTEE e

1028 Breadway - New York, NOY. 10001-2121 . 212-5394-53977 . FANX: 212-394- 9345

CAROLYN WOJCIK 9
Chairperson

r

October 13, 1994

Ms. Patti Solise
0Old Executive Office Bldg., Room 189
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Solise:

The attached letter to Mrs. Clinton is being sent just to give you the details
conerning our Outstanding Mother Awards Luncheon on April 13, allowing you
to make plans accordingly.

Please convey to Mrs. Clinton how delighted we are to be able to honor her.

We would appreciate your sending us a black and white photograph and biography
which we use for our national press kit.

We will, of course, be in touch with you as we get closer to the event. 1In
the meantime, if you need any clarification on details please call.

Cordially yours,

\ b b i e

= N b Bl

ROsaligd . Silberman

rgs

OUTSTANDING MOTHER ADVISORY COMMITTEE

1"y Bereen Cathleen Black - Rita Braver Conmic Cothins ‘Fanth Damels Pat Collins, Dorothy Debolt . Marian Wrighe Edeliman

Heien vadland, Judee Phvihs Gangel-Jacob/Donna Hanover Gindian Joan Bambureg 2 Dr Bernadine llealy, Anne Jackson /

| Coretta Seott Ring Linda Lavin/Joan Lundens Barcbara Mandrell. Cong Marjorie Margohes: Carol Martins Boro Pres. Ruth Messinger

Pesey Noonan’ Deboran Norville/Laura H. Pomerantz/Dr. Adelaide Seandon - Cong Patricia Schroeders Jane Schultz/Anncette Strauss.
Frederiea Von Stades Dre Ruth Westheimer/Gov Chrstine Todd WhitmanzJdudy Woodruti /Eugenmia Zukerman


























































Inc. in Kansas City, Mo., reports that about 150 million Mother's Day cards will be
exchanged this year, making it the greeting-card industry's fourth-largest day.

Anna Reeves Jarvis, the "mother' of Mother's Day, would likely applaud the extent
to which her "baby' has been embraced. She might also be appalled at how the
holiday has often been usurped for purposes other than what she envisioned.

The early yvears

Miss Jarvis -- who, in the Victorian vernacular of her times, remained a spinster --
launched her tireless campaign to establish a nationally sanctioned Mother's Day
shortly after her mother died on May 9, 1905.

So insistent was Miss Jarvis that various religious organizations and state
legislatures soon began observing the day with prayers and florid public
pronouncements.

In 1912, Miss Jarvis' crusade was formalized with the establishment of the Mother's
Day International Association. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson issued the first
official Mother's Day edict.

Until her death in 1948, Miss Jarvis zealously defended her brainchild against the
encroachment of "grafters,' "infringers,' "trespassers,' "deadbeats,' "trade vandals' and
"greedy tradesmen' out to seize the commercial possibilities of the day.

But it was like trying to resist a hurricane. The Florists' Telegraph Delivery
Association was formed in 1910 and the National Association of Greeting Card
Manufacturers in 1914 -- groups with large and vested interests in a new holiday
with such universal appeal.

And various groups began "posturing on the platform,' buffeting Miss Jarvis' day
about for their own political ends.

In 1912, even as the new association sought to distance itself from the politically
explosive suffrage issue, tens of thousands of white-clad suffragists marched on
Mother's Day through the streets of New York.

That same year in Ohio the opening round in the battle for a constitutional

amend ment granting women equal right of citizenship began with the announcement
that " "a square deal for mothers' is the slogan of this Mother's Day uprising.'

Efforts backfire

[ronically, the more the Mother's Day advocates dodged the suffrage label, the
more they drew attention to women's rights.



Aided by the fanfare that surrounded Mother's Day, the suffrage movement
succeeded with the ratification in 1920 of the 19th amendment, giving women the
right to vote.

In 1930, an odd burst of "political correctness,' decades ahead of its time, briefly
threatened to make a relic of Mother's Day and replace her with "Uncle Robert." A
radio personality of the day, Uncle Robert headed a drive to substitute "National
Parents' Day' for Mother's Day.

But by 1932, Uncle Robert was out and mom was back in. Partly as a reaction to
that attempt to broaden Mother's Day, the American Mothers Committee was
founded in 1935 to restore "a spiritual quality representative of ideal motherhood' to
the special day.

Now known as American Mothers Inc., the organization bestows annual American
Mother of the Year and National Mother of Young Children awards. It also
maintains a Hall of Fame of Mothers in the Waldorf Astoria hotel in New York.

Winners of the annual awards must meet certain qualifications, including being "a
successful mother and homemaker as evidenced by the character and contributions of
her children in the religious, educational, civic and governmental or business worlds.’

Another award-granting group began in 1941 as the National Committee for the
Observance of Mother's Day. It was reorganized as the National Mother's Day
Committee in 1979.

Since then, the group has conferred its annual Outstanding Mother awards
onmothers in such fields as government, business, the arts, sports, medicine and
politics in recognition of the "contributions of contemporary role-model mothers to
the culture.’

tense at times

The tension between traditional and contemporary views of mothers has flared
periodically since Mother's Day was begun. Author Philip Wylie's Generation of
Vipers, a product of the 1940s, planted the seeds of "momism' that blossomed in the
'50s, leaving a stain of suspicion on Mother's Day.

"Megaloid momworship has got completely out of hand,’ Mr. Wylie wrote. "The
mealy look of men today is the result of momism and so is the pinched and baffled
furv in the eves of womankind.'

That "baffled fury' found expression in the 1960s' civil-rights crusade and the 1970s
women's-liberation movement -- both of which repoliticized Mother's Day. In 1968,
for example, Coretta Scott King led a "Mother Power' Mother's Day march.



In the 1970s, the National Organization of Women seized on the high profile of
Mother's Day to champion its causes, primarily the Equal Rights Amendment.

The post-Watergate penchant for demystification and revisionist psycho-history
reached its nadir with the claim by James P. Johnson, a professor of history at
Brooklyn College, that Miss Jarvis had founded Mother's Day because she had been
mad at her mother for keeping her at home.

"Anna created a memorial to an idealized image of her mother because she could
not deal with her own ambivalent feelings toward her,' Mr. Johnson wrote.

Mother's Day in the '80s reflected that decade's growing globalism with such
observances as Mother's Peace Day, orgdtinzed by the Women'sParty for Survival, and
a worldwide boycott of products deemed harmful to Third World mothers.

In the '90s, celebrations of Mother's Day continue to reflect a changing society.

In Miss Jarvis' day about 5 percent of American women held jobs outside the
home, mostly as domestics. Today, that number has grown to more than 75 percent,
involving all walks of life.

In addition, the realities of nontraditional family structures require new approaches
to old customs. For example, there is an organization promoting the second Sunday
in August as the official Mothers-in-Law Day.

Eileen Drummond, a marketing, editorial and business manager for Hallmark, says
an increasing number of cards are designed for "other' mothers such as stepmothers,
or for those who are "like a mother.’

"We're finding that people want to acknowledge all kinds of motherly
relationships,' Ms. Drummond says. "For instance, 35 percent of all American
children now are living in blended or step families.

"Cards that reflect this trend have become popular because they focus on real
situations in a positive, reassuring way.'

Excerpted from Sky Magazine and distributed by New York Times Special
Features/Syndication Sales.

1993, Bernie Ward.

GRAPHIC: CHART(S): THE CARDS (SOURCE: Hallmark Cards Inc.);
ILLUSTRATION: THE FLOWERS Top floral holidays: Christmas Mother's Day
Valentine's Day Secretaries' Week Easter Thanksgiving (SOURCE: Society of
American Florists. Nationwide sales and order figures not available. PHOTO(S): 1.
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