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134 / FLEMING, WILLIAMINA PATON STEVENS

an exhaustive investigation of rationing fraud. The magazine
introduced Fleeson proudly to their audience, and she covered
the armies in Europe from the ltalian invasion through D-Day,
writing stories with titles such as “Within Sound of the Guns”
that brought the war home to the women whose husbands and
sons were fighting it. Ever concemed with women, she also
wrote dramatically of the hundreds of unsung members of the
ArMy NUrse Corps and the Women's Army CORPs.

Perhaps emboldened by her war experience, Fleeson inde-
pendently began to develop herself as a syndicated columnist.
With commitments from only two newspapers at the begin-
ning, she soon was carried in more than one hundred. Ulti-
mately writing five days a week under the aegis of United
Features Syndicate, she was the first woman to be recognized
as a serious national political commentator. She covered the
Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson administrations,
finally falling ill on the 1964 campaign trail.

Meanwhile, she had remarried in 1958 to a formner secretary
of the Navy. Finding late in life the domestic happiness that
had not been hers in youth, she died a day-and-a-half after
her husband's death.

PLEMING, WILIAMINA PATON STEVENS (1857-1911) A

Scot, Mina Stevens had worked as a TeacHer from age four-
teen before marrying James Fleming and emigrating to Boston
at twenty-one. A year later, pregnant and Desertep by her
husband, she was forced to go into poMesnc service. She
found work as a maid in the home of the director of the
Harvard Observatory—and her misfortune became the key to
her successful life thereafter.

Her employer, unhappy with the performance of male ob-
servatory workers, declared that his maid could do a better
job, and in 1881, hired Fleming to do clerical work and math-
ematical calculations. It soon became obvious that her mind
was capable of scientific thought, as well as of detailed meth-
odology. During the next nine years, Fleming would observe
and classify more than ten thousand celestial bodies with such
success that her name was adopted for the system used.

During her three decades at Harvard, her administrative
duties expanded so that ultimately she supervised dozens of
young women who—following the precedent she set—did
the requisite mathematics that today is done by computers.
This work detracted from Fleming's independent scientific re-
search, so that the astronomical classifications credited to her
were later vastly exceeded by those of ANNIE Jump CANNON.
Nonetheless, Fleming edited all of the publications that the
observatory issued, and the professionalism of her work was
sufficiently valuable that the Harvard Corporation rewarded
her with the first official appointment given to a woman, mak-
ing her curator of astronomical photographs in 1898.

Despite her many other assignments, Fleming continued
her independent scientific research—and, moreover, did so
at a level that makes others in her profession seem almost
obtuse. When, in 1907, she published a study of the 222
variable stars she had discovered, a British astronomer noted:
“Many astronomers are deservedly proud to have discovered
one . .. the discovery of 222 ... is an achievement bordering
on the marvellous.” Especially when it is remembered that
Fleming had absolutely no higher education, the scientific
ability that she demonstrated is nothing short of astonishing.

A cofounder with her male colleagues of the Astronom
and Astrophysical Society, she also supported the surm
MOVEMENT. Feminists were glad to have her involvement,
Fleming was internationally recognized in her time. She
ceived major honors in France and Mexico, and, in 1906, s
was the first American woman to be elected to the Roy
Astronomical Society. Her life amid the stars should not |
forgotten.

FLETCHER, ALICE CUNNINGHAM (1838-1923)
founding officer of the ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT C
Woumen, Alice Fletcher was a TeacHer and lecturer who, i
1878 and at age forty, began field research under the aegi
of the Peabody Museum at Harvard on the shell mounds lef
by Native Americans in Florida and Massachusetts. The fol
lowing year, she attended the lecture tour of Bright Eyes, a
leader of the Omaha tribe whose Christian name was Susette
LaFlesche. This brought Fletcher into contact with Midwestermn
Native Americans, and her attention turned from scholarly
research on the past to political activism for the still extant
but dispossessed tribes of her own time.

After living with the Omahas in 1881, she moved to Wash-
ington to work on their behalf, drafting legislation that di-
vided the tribe’s common lands into individual holdings—a
strategy that she hoped would lessen the power of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, while providing economic incentives to indi-
viduals. Even though this was forty years before women
could vote, Fletcher not only managed to lobby her bill
through Congress, but also succeeded in getting President
Arthur to appoint her as its executor.

She retumed to Nebraska and carried out the project with
such capability that she eamed the respect of both the Oma-
has and Washington officials. She authored an exhaustive re-
port for the Senate in 1885 titled /ndian Education and
Civilization, and the following year, went to Alaska to report
on those natives at the request of the secretary of the interior.
Her work was influential in the 1887 passage of the Dawes
Act—legislation that, although criticized by social scientists
today for the destruction of tribal life, was seen as humanitar-
ian by most at the time. Fletcher spent the next five years
overseeing its enactment with the Winnebagos of Nebraska
and the Nez Perces of Idaho, encountering much hostility
with the latter tribe but working to overcome it with careful
appropriation to natives of the best possible lands.

Meanwhile, she also continued her scholarly work, ac-
cessing artifacts for the Peabody Museum, which granted her
a life fellowship in 1891, and taking a special interest in the
preservation of native songs. Recognized by her colleagues,
Fletcher was elected vice-president of the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Science in 1896; was a founder
of the American Anthropological Association in 1902; and was
named president of the American Folk-Lore Society in 1905.
From her earliest days with the Omahas, she had informally
adopted Bright Eyes’ younger brother, and he was with her
when she died at eighty-five.

FLORENCE CRITTENTON HOMES Known as refuges for
unwed mothers, the Florence Crittenton Homes were begun
by Charles N. Crittenton, an evangelical missionary. He had
a colorful past as a patent medicine salesman that included
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Q. Who are the Missionaries of Charity?

A. The Missionaries of Charity is a world-wide religious
Order of women. Their goal is to provide free sexvices to the
poor. Mother Teresa is the Superior General and President of the
Migssionaries of Charity. Sister M. Sylvia is the regional Superior
and Vice-President\Treasurer of the Missionaries of Charity’s
headquarters in the United States, which 1is located in New York.
Sister M. Dominga is the regional Secretary. The Missionaries of
Charity have been active in the United States since the early
1970's.

Q. Are the Missionaries of Charity a new presence in the
District of Columbia?

A. No. The Missionaries of Charity have been actively
involved in the District of Columbia, providing charitable services
to the community for almost fifteen years. In 1981, the
Missionaries of Charity began operating a soup kitchen on Wheeler
Road, S.BE. A few years later, the facility on Wheeler Road was
expanded to include a home for pregnant mothers. Approximately
eight years ago, the Missionaries of Charity established a home for
men and women who are infected with the AIDS virus as well as
homeless men and women.

Q. What is the purpose of the Missionarjes of Charity house
located at 5649 Western Avenue?

A. The purpose of the house is to provide a loving and
nurturing home for a limited number of babies to reside temporarily
prior to being placed with either adoptive or foster families.

Q. Will the Missionaries of Charity be operating an adoption
(child placement) agency?

A. No. The Missionaries of Charity will not operate a child
placing agency, but will work in conjunction with other agencies,
including Catholic Charities, to place children for adoption.

Q. By what process will the children be adopted or placed
with foster families?

A. The Missionaries of Charity will work in conjunction with
the District of Columbia government to place children with foster
families. They will also work with adoption agencies, such as
Catholic Charities, to place the children for adoption.

Q. What will be the age of the children who will live in the
house?

A. The children will be between zero to three years of age.



MAY -

14

P2 14d £O o, L. e

Q. Who else will live in the house?

A. Several Sisters from the Missionaries of Charity will
live in the house and will care for the children.

Q. What is the maximum number of children who will reside in
the house?

. A. The house will have a maximum of 8 children residing in
, o oY

Q. How will the home be different from an orphanage-type
institution?

A. The Missionaries of Charity house is will provide a
temporary home for a very limited number of young children. There
will likely be as many, or more, caretakers for each child as there
are children, providing individual attention to each child. Also,
on some occasions, mothers may reside in the home with their

newborn children.

Q. I3 this a home for children infected with the AIDS virus,
or other sick children?

A. The Missionaries of Charity house is not intended to
provide permanent shelter for children either sick or well. The
house will not have any resident medical staff. The purpose of the
Missionaries of Charity‘’s house is to provide children with
temporary housing pending the placement of the children in either
fogter or adoptive families.

Q. How will children be referred to the house? Where will
the children come from?

A. The Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity will educate
the District of Columbia community about the existence of the home
80 that pregnant women who want to relinquish their children for
adoption will be aware of the temporary living arrangements
provided by the home. These women will know that their children
will have a safe and welcome place to live pending the adoptive
placement.

Hospitals in which children have been abandoned may refer the
children to the home and the District of Columbia government may
also refer children.

Q. Will the citizens and taxpayers of the District of
Columbia be responsible for funding or operating this home?

A. No. The home will operate purely on a private basis.
The Misgssionaries of Charity will not seek any funds from the
District of Columbia.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

BACKGROUND
ON
FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON’S8 PARTICIPATION IN THE
OPENING OF THE MOTHER TERESA HOME FOR INFANT CHILDREN
WASHINGTON, DC
MONDAY, JUNE 19, 1995

®*THE WORK BEING DONE BY THE MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY REMINDS
US ALL THAT EACH SOCIETY IS JUDGED BY THE WAY IT TREATS ITS
WEAKEST MEMBERS. THE CHILDREN WHO ARE HELPED TO A BETTER
LIFE HERE CAN GROW AND ACHIBVE SUCCESS. IN TODAY’S WORLD,
CHILDREN FACE MORE BURDENS THAN EVER BEFORE. THAT IS WHY IT
IS SO IMPORTANT THAT FAMILIES, CHURCHES, CIVIC
ORGANIZATIONS, AND BUSINESSES WORK TO ENSURE THAT OUR
CHILDREN FIND SAFE PASSAGE INTO ADULTHOOD.®

—=— FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton today joined Mother Teresa at
the blessing and dedication ceremony for the Mother Teresa Home
for Infant Children on Western Avenue in Washington, DC. The
home will provide a residence for children ages newborn to three
years who are awaiting either adoption or placement with a foster
family.

Mother Teresa first approached Mrs. Clinton with her idea of a
home for children in Washington at the National Prayer Breakfast
in February 1994. At the breakfast, Mrs. Clinton and Mother
Teresa discussed the great work that the Missionaries of Charity
were preforming on behalf of children around the world, and the
need for similar services in Washington. Mother Teresa expressed
an interest in opening a home in Washington and asked Mrs.
Clinton for her help.

Since the 1994 meeting, Mrs. Clinton has actively worked to help
open the doors of the Mother Teresa Home for Infant Children.

The First Lady brought together a coalition of community leaders,
District of Columbia officials and representatives from non-
profit organizations to help the Missionaries of Charity with the
many legal and community issues surrounding the opening of the
children’s home in Washington.

The Missionaries of Charity have been active in Washington since
1980. In 1981, the Missionaries of Charity began operating a
soup kitchen on Wheeler Road in South East Washington. Several
years later, the facility on Wheeler Road was expanded to include
a home for pregnant mothers. 1In 1987, the Missionaries of
Charity established a home for men and women infected with the
AIDS virus and for homeless men and women.

-more-
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Mother Teresa
From poge |

fulfilling her promise at the
prayer breakfad that she would
take every child of a mother who
is considering abartion.”

The Northwest Side Story, a
community weekly newspaper
serving the area where the
home will be located, said the
home “is not expected to gener-
ate extra noise or traffic in the
neighborhood.” More details
on the home were not available
as the Standard went to press
this week.

rs. Clinton’s suppont of

Mother Teresa’s work
was also highlighted during the
First Lady’s recent trip to Asia
“Mrs. Clinton came to India
and was 50 taken by what she
saw,” Mother Teresa said. “1
was in Victnam at the time, but

the sisters told me.”
Caling Mother Teresa a “pil-
grim of love,” Cardinal Hickey
told the Nobel Peace Prize-win-
ning mun that her home “‘will
fight the cvil of abortian through
the blessing of advption.™
Dring their nearty hourlong
meeting. Cardinal Hickey and
Mather Toresa also discused
the nun’s desire to open a resl-
dence in mainland China
“Please pray that I can open a
home,” she asked the cardinal
*“T heard once that within two
years after you open a home in
a (formex Iron Curtain) counfry,
cormmunism has fallen there,”
Cardinal Hickry said, pointing
to the nun's residences through-
out Eastern Earope. ‘T'll pray
that you open a home in China”
At a time when vocations to
religious life are in decline,
Mother Teress said that her
order hag experienced phenom-
enal gromth. “We are having a

Girst-time profession in Nairobi
for sisters from all of Aflaa”
gshe sald. She added that
Missionaries of Charity novi-
tiates around the world are full,
and that Poland has 500 novices

ready to join the ordez

he Missionaries of Charity
have homes in the Ukxzine
and in 15 other locations
throughoat the former Soviet
Union. Since the fall of com-
mumism there, Mother Ttresa
has maintained a cormrespon-
dence with farmer Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev. “Bvery
year on the Feast of St. Michael
I write to him and wish him a
happy feast day.” she noted.
In Albania, which suffered
under one of Eastem Earope's
harshest and most repressive
communist regimes, there are
cight residences run by the
‘Misxianaries of Charity, Mother
Teresa said.

“We have beautiful vocations
in ATbania"” she gaid. ‘“We have
to have them (some candidates)
baptized and receive First
Communion before they can
join" the order.

In 1967, Albania’s commu-
nist govermment declared itself
as the world's first atheist state.
The right to practice religion
there was restored in 1990.

On Sundzy, Mother Terega

visited with her sisrrs in the |

Anacostia section of Washingtan
and attended Mass at St. Teresa
of Avila Cnrch. In 1980, St.
Teresa of Avila was the fist
perish in this srchdiocese in
which Mother Teresa estab-
lished a hame.

Sho reitermed the same pica
she made Saturday at St.
Aloyxh She called on thoee in
the chrarch to be more cancemed
for the plight of the poar and
homeless, wrged familics to pray
togrther, and asied for prayers

that her arder be successful in
opening a home in China

fler leaving Washington

Sunday, Mother Teresa
traveled to Charlotte, N.C., the
diocese of Bishop William G.
Curlin, a longtime friend of the
nun and a former auxiliary
bishop in Washington. Bishop
Curlin was also the. chaplain
for Gift of Peace, the
Missionary of Charity-run
home in Northeast Washington
for persons with AIDS.

When he was installed as
Bishop of Charlofte, Bishop
Curlin told the Standard that one
of his first actions as bishop
would be to invite Mother Teresa
to open a home in his dibcese. In
Oarlote, she was expected 1o
give an address at the Coliscum
arena and open a home for the
poar and destitute. Aftex leaving
North Cwolina, she was sched-
uled to visit Atlants.







