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Depression. The blues progressions and syncopated rhythms heard Inﬁpopular music today
hearken to the music of African slaves In the South. And Georgia O'Keefe's paintings of
deserts, clouds and endless blue sky have captured for all time the landscape of the
American Southwest.

Last summer, | toured Prague with Czech President Vaclav Havel. As we walked
across the Charles Bridge, we fell Into a discussion about American culture, about how our
greatest and world-transforming exports have been not only our ideas on democracy and
the free market but our art, our jazz, our rock and roll. We didn't have to look too far for proof
of this idea -- the young peoplé perched on the bridge's balustrades were singing American
folk songs and listening to heavy metal music as they read American books and magazines.

So it is imperative for all of us living at the end of the 20th century to encourage the
preservation of artistic and intellectual works that will serve as our own unique legacy and
our own message to the future. We must continue to nurture the talents of artists, musicians
and scholars. And we must continue to support efforts that will allow the artistic potential of
so many of our young people -- especially those living in some of our most depressed
neighborhoods -- to grow and flourish. '

The Millennium Initiative will be a year-long celebration of the arts and humanities
beginning on Jan. 1, 2000, and endir{g on Jan. 1, 2001. In the coming months and years,
the President will be calling upon all citizens, local communities, state governments, federal
agencies and private-sector partners to create programs that reflect our unique cultural
heritage. He'll be encouraging communities to identify and preserve their local traditions,
history and folk art. He'll be asking us all to help make the resources of our museums and
libraries more widely available on the Internet.

Through all these efforts, we can ensure that our country remains the world's
strongest nation in the next millennium not only because of our wealth and military power
but because of our thriving culture and our boundless creativity. As the President said in his
State of the Union, "Our economy is measured in humbers and statistics, and it's very
important. But the enduring worth of our nation lies in our shared values and our soaring
spirit."

So let's join together in planning a millennial celebration for all time.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A few years ago, no one really thought much about the approaching millennium. We
didn't trouble ourselves over the fact that we'd soon be dropping the "19" from the year and
replacing it with a "20." But recently, people have become obsessed with the significance of
this occurrence. We've begun to realize that In a few short years, we'll be witnessing -- and
living in -- a rare historical moment, the conclusion of a century and a millennium.

References to the new millennium are everywhere -- in advertisements and
marketing strategies, on web pages counting down the remaining seconds of the 20th
century and in political speeches, including my own. People have devised projects with end
dates set for the year 2000. And thousands have already booked reservations on cruise
ships, at restaurants and in hotels for New Year's Eve, 1999. —

We're all trying to figure out how to mark what in many ways is just a random moment\
in time. When midnight arrives on Jan. 1, 2000, or Jan. 1, 2001 -- experts can't quite agree |
on when the new millennium actually begins -- none of us will find ourselves suddenly
transformed. We won't be trading our jeans and T-shirts for the space suits on "Star Trek."
And the only flashes in the night sky will be the fireworks we've already begun planning. (At
least | hope so!) But | do think the coming of the year '00 presents us with a wonderful
opportunity to reflect on the past, where we've been, who we are and what we hope to be.

Of the many millennium projects out there, one particularly excites me. Earlier this
week, the President's Committee on the Arts and the Humanities presented "Creative
America," a report that proposes a nationwide Millennium Initiative that will use this unique
time in history to encourage Americans to celebrate and preserve the cultural achievements
of the past, to raise awareness about the importance of the arts and humanities in our lives,
and to examine the Ideas, values and experiences that can shape our future.

When we look back on the last 2,000 years and try to understand what it was like to
live in a certain age, we rely on the paintings, sculptures, architecture and literature created
by the men and women of those times. The larger-than-life sculptures of the Roman
emperors, for instance, tell us about their political might. The magnificent, intricately carved
stone cathedrals of Europe testify to the power of faith and the church in the Middle Ages.
And the strict adherence to rules of composition found in ancient Chinese poetry offers us
insight into the rigid order imposed by traditional imperial society.

| believe that future generations, too, will look to our creative endeavors to tell them
the story of America and of our times. Dorothea Lange's photographs of 1930s farm families
and John Steinbeck's "The Grapes of Wrath" record the trials and poverty of the Great
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August 13, 1997

Talking Points for White House Millennium P

> On Friday, the President and the First Lady will launch the White House Millennium
Program, to mark the milestone of the end of the 20th century and the beginning of the
new millennium. The approaching year 2000 is an important time for humankind and for
America. It is a time when individuals and societies all over the world are reflecting on
their past, taking stock of their achievements, and thinking about what kind of a future
they want to create. As we pass from one age to the next, it is a time to think about what
of our values and culture we want to carry with us, and what gifts we want to give to
future generations.

> The year 2000 is also the 200th anniversary of some of the great institutions of our
democracy, and it is time to start planning for those commemorations. On November 1,
1800, John Adams moved into the newly completed White House - the first President of a
continuous succession of forty-two presidents to occupy the executive residence. On
November 17, 1800, Congress met for the first time in the new Capitol. The year 2000 is
the 200th anniversary of the Library of Congress, which was created in 1800 as the
federal library and is now the largest library in the world.

> All over the world, nations and communities are planning millennium activities. The
United Kingdom will invest huge amounts from their lottery revenues to build museums,
bridges, new parks and a new university. Germany will host the major world’s fair, Expo
2000 in Hannover. Australia is hosting the Olympics, and Brazil will celebrate five
centuries of association with Portugal. Iceland will be celebrating the 1,000th
anniversary of the voyage of Lief Erickson to the New World.

> In the United States, some communities have already formed 2000 Committees to bring
people together to plan for their future. We know of Boston 2000 projects, a Cincinnati
2000 celebration, Times Square 2000 New Year’s Eve celebration in New York City, and
an Indiana Task Force on the 21st century - led by First Lady Judy O’Bannon, among
other local initiatives.

> It is time to plan for ways that the White House can engage America in recognizing this
milestone. The President and the First Lady will make the first of several announcements
of White House and federal agency activities, starting this year and building to the
millennium year of 2000.

> The White House Millennium Program will stress the theme of honoring the past and
imagining the future. It will recognize the creativity and inventiveness of the American
people by showcasing our culture, scholarship and scientific explorations. The White
House program will start a millennium web site on Friday and will ask Americans for

1



their ideas about ways to mark this time. The President will invite all citizens, especially
children, to suggest how we should work and celebrate together.

We will work with governors, mayors and other elected officials to make this a truly
national, and grass-roots series of events. We hope that with some inspiration,
imagination and leadership, more than a thousand flowers will bloom across the United
States as people organize the activities most appropriate to them. The President and the
First Lady will recognize local projects over the next three years, by awarding to them the
title of “Millennium Community.”

Friday’s kick-off is just the beginning of plans that will unfold over the next three years.
It should be an opportunity to learn our history, preserve our heritage, and give permanent
gifts to the future.

The President will invite all individuals and communities to participate, and to decide
what gifts they want to give to the future.
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Why this new program, why now?

Nations all over the world have millennium programs and have been planning activities
for years. Inthe U.S., some communities are already starting to create 2000 committees.
Everywhere, people understand this a special time to honor the past and imagine the
future. With the 200th anniversaries of some of our democratic institutions coming up, it
is time we started planning, and providing some inspiration to Americans to create their
own commemorations and celebrations. The tumn of the millennium is a natural time of
growth and reflection. This is an opportunity for the President to guide America to a new
vision and give back lasting legacies.

Is this a new federal program? Are you putting any resources behind this?

No, it is not a new federal program. We will be drawing on the resources of the federal
agencies, some of which have started their own year 2000 projects. And we expect that
some of the local and national projects that will be created will attract substantial private
funding.

How will these ideas be carried out? Will there be an office? Are youcreating an
Advisory Committee?

The White House Millennium Program has an office and a director, Ellen McCulloch
Lovell, who will report to both the President and the First Lady. We may ask a small
group of prominent Americans to help us plan both White House and national events.

Isn't this awfully fuzzy and abstract - you are asking people to imagine the future? What
will it mean to the average American?

We think people will respond to the opportunity to both reflect on the past and to
participate in shaping history. Americans understand that this a special time. While
many are thinking about where they are going to be on New Year’s Eve, they also sense
that this can be more than a big party. It is a chance to think about what we value, what
we want to preserve and what we want to leave behind for the next generations.
Specifically, as people may want to interview their grandparents and save their family
photos and papers, to create an expanded library of American stories. In accepting the
President’s invitation to “give gifts to the future” they may want to save a local
monument, commission a new song for the children’s choir, create a new museum, fix up
the town school, clean up a river, make a new town park, or install computers in the
library.

This sounds very serious. Isn't it supposed to be fun too?
Sure - there should be a sense of celebration. We can celebrate in our own unique
American ways, and also join nations around the world as they express themselves
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through their cultures, ideas and community events. Some people are planning to ring
bells to welcome the new millennium, others are planning a path of lights across their
countryside, others are writing new music and plays, while still others will race to
accomplish the big goals they have set for themselves and their causes.

When is the millennium, anyway?

When the Christian calendar was revised, it began with 1 A.D.; that means that the new
millennium arrives on New Year’s Eve, 2000. Most people are excited to see the
odometer of time - when the nines turn to zeroes on New Year’s Eve, 1999. We are
planning for the Millennium Year, to last all of the year 2000.
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June 24, 1997

To: Holly Gwin
Chief of Staff, OSTP

From: Mat Heyman
Chief of Public & Business Affairs, NIST

Subject: The Millenium Celebrations

NIST has no forma) planning under way relating to the millenium and possible celebrations
There are severa! tie-ins that we have been considering informally. For example, we typically
receive media coverage when the Times Squarc ball Is dropped since hat 4ct is synchronized
with our time and frequency signals and our atomic clock in NIST's Boulder, Colorado,
Iaboratories. There is an obvious possibility to play up this function when ringing in the new
millenjum,

We have another tie-in which may not be as positive: we have been previding some educational
assigtance to federal agencies who face the “Milienium Bug” problem of computers and eiectronis
devices which might not function properly when the year 2000 arrives due 10 limited date
capabilities in their systams. We rocently hold a conference on that subject here at NIST: I suspoct
we might not be promoting this issue as a “positive event.”

We are doing serlous planning for our 100th anmiversary which is coming up in the year 2001, and
more of our energies are being devoted to that event and the possibilities it offers us to improve
our outreach to potential customers and the general public.

I hope this helps you. Please iet mc know if there are appropriate ways in which NIST might be
able to participate in initiatives that others are considering.

cc. R. Hebner
E. Bunten-Mines
K. Gobbie
D. Sullivan
F. McGehan
A. Enright-Shepherd
K. Lees

NIST

TOTAL F. 9232
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NSF2000 Estimated Timeline of Select Events

Spring 1997
Spring 1998

Spring 1998

' Spring 1998

April 1998
Summer 1998
Swutuner 199§
Fall 1908
Fall 1998
Spring 1999
Spning 1999
April 1999
April 1999
Svnyner 1999
Summer 1999
Fall 1999
January 2000
Spring 2000
Spring 2000
April 2000
May 2000
Nov, 2000

Spring 2001
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NSF Director launches NSF2000 with perpetual calendar/leticr to key constituencies.

NSF2000 Web site goes oun-line.

Initial pramotional packages distributed to key business and industry officials

Initial NSF 2000 prescuce at professional meetings (recurring 3~4 tunes annually).

Ininial large-sereen fonmat presence airs during NSTH” ‘98.

Iniwal distribution of video, audio and print promotional packages.
Iniwma) television presence 8irs and associated publicity distributed.
Children's eveat ammounced.

lnifial media tours of Gemini facility 1n Hawaii. :
Second television presence airs

Travcling exhibit opeas.

Sccond large-screen format presence airs durig NSTH ¢99.
Children’s event winner anmounced during NS7H 99.

Permanent extubit opens in Washinzwa, D.C.

Second distribution of video, audio and print promouopal packages
Third television presence airs. .

Fourth t¢ievision presence aics.

Fifth (additional) tclcvision presence airy

Third distribution of video, audio and print promotional packages.
Final larpe-screen format presence airs during NSTH2000.
NSF2000 Reunion held.

NSF2000 formally concludes.

Follow-up evaluation compieted.
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At the conclusion of NSF2000, the agency will have met its goals largely through the foliowing
program elements:

Interested/Attentive Public
- four major television programs ot program segments on PBS or a nationwide television

cable network such as TBS, Discovery Channel, etc., with & radio component, using
existing opportunities where possible

* 2 permanent scicace and engineering paesence featuring NSF and its relationship to S&E
)é "Afivances on the National Mall, and/or 8 temporary prasence in a1 Jeast & informal S8
education venues eround the country (former assumes successful conclusion of proposed

new NSF-Smithsonian partnership)

:Vé % sp¢cial print and broadcast media covecage Sostusing impartan; NSE tesearch and
e ional program milestanes (¢ g- bringing on-line the Gemiini 8-meter telescopes in
Hawaii and Chile; research findings from the Active Tectonics initiative; the maturation
of VBNS, a Happy New Year grecting broadcast live from the South Pole on nationwide
television on January 1, 2000; and an impact of Engineering Research Centers on the
semiconductor industry)

a special placement of video marerials on airline in-flight news channels and print
materials in girline in-flight magaznes

j;r‘ a speaa) 2-year cyber-magazine, or supplement to the agency’s current website trat will
help on-line visitors better appreciate the importance of NSF-supported science,
engineering, and mathematics

= if feasible, multiple segments aboutr NSF resegrch and educational activities appesring
over a several years in large-format (i.e. IMAX) theaters

¥ an advertorial published in one or more major publications that highlights how 50 years

of federal, university and industry iavestments/partnerships in fundamental rosearch and
(/ education have contributed 1o the nation's well-being

<
DD pgctl‘. 4
. a coraplete graphics identity package that features such elements as an anniversary logo
suitable for use on statiogery, publications, on-hine and for r-shirts and other meinorabilie

Sclence & Engineering Cormmuruty

= independently-organized activities at selected professional mectings and symposiums
faanuring NSF officials and messages

)? * soft-cover publication highlighting past S&E accomplishments and achievements
resulting from NSF support

jﬁ . A one-time nationwide educational attivity or contest for children in which NSF Pls play
a central role





























































































































































































