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INTERVIEW WITH HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
DON CESAR HOTEL
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
JULY 21, 1991

I want to thank you on behalf the Southeast Legal
Services Region and the National Equal Justice Library
for making this opportunity available. You have made
major contributions to legal services for low income
Armericans through the years. We are very much interested
in the stories and tales that you have from those years
and most importantly the lessons that you can give us.
Would you tell us a little about your background?

I was born in Chicago and raised in a suburb called Park
Ridge attended public schools there. I then went off
to ggii§259College where I rcceived a BA. I received my
JD from Yale Law School. While at Yale I started working
in legal services with the New Haven Legal Services
Organization, which had been one of the very first Ford
Foundation Model Prcjects. I quess I‘’ve been involved
both directly anhd indirectly with legal services ever
since.

What period of time are you referring to?

I graduated from Yale in 1973, so it was the late 1960’s
early 1970’s.

Did you form any impressions of legal services during
your time at Yale while working with the New Eaven
program?

Oh yes, I was very impressed by legal services. I was
impressed by the comnitment of the lawyers. It seemed to
me that legal services represented what the profession
should be about. There was a core of vcry good people
who were full time legal aid lawyers in the office in New
Haven and then there was a very active clinical program
at Yale that interacted with them. It was very exciting
and gave me a real insight into the problems of the low
income and the way the legal system actually worked as
opposed to what I was being told in the classroom. I
learned a great deal and made a lot friends that I still
have to this day.

What did you do after graduation from Yale?

When 1 graduated from Yale I went to work for the
Children’s Defense Fund (CDF). I had interned for CDF
when it used to be the Washington Research Project. That
was another way I was combining legal interest with my
public policy interest. During my very first couple of
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We were intent upon recruiting and retaining good lawyers
and on building the private sector support. Those were
the initial goals that we had. I think all of those have
been achieved over time in our state and I would guess
probably nationwide. Once we established the kind of
infrastructure that was required, people who were doing
the work full time started thinking about more creative
ways to use the resources to handle more problems than we
could on just an individual case by case basis. All
xinds of issues about class actions and other sorts of
remedies began to come to the forefront. We never had
the level of intense opposition in Arkansas toward those
remedies that a lot of other states have had and 1 think
we are lucky for that. Maybe we avoided some of it by
building the kind of private attorney support that we’ve
had. We’ve spent a lot of time recruiting people to be
on the advisory couneil, and visiting people who were not
lawyers, but who had leadership positions and needed to
understand what legal services did. We tried to shore up
our strong support so programs could take a stance that
night be unpopular but necessary. We spent a lot of time
explaining why certain actions were taken.

Shortly after this, you had, ‘the great distinction of
being appointed to the legal Services Corporation Board
by President Carter. This was a very important
transitional period for legal services in general. Can
you tell me how your appointment came about?

T think it came about because both my husbanhd and I got
to know Jimmy Carter and worked for him in his 1976
presidential campaign.  Actually, I worked full time
after the nomination until the general election, as did
my husband. We had known him since probably 1973 or 1974
and had met his key advisors, Jody Powell and Hamilton
Jordan. After the election I was approached to see
whether I wanted an appeintment that would fit with my
vork. By then I was a private lawyer and living in
Little Rock. An appointment to the Board of the Legal
Services Corporation just seemed like a perfect match for
me.

In 1978, you succeeded Roger Cramton as Chairperson of
the Legal Services Corporation. can you tell me whether
there were issues involved in that transition that you

remember?

When I 9oined the Board in 1977, it would probably
superficially have looked like a split Board because
there were a number of appointees like Roger or Glee
Smith who had been appointed by either President Nixon or
President Ford. Most were Republicans and they were
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conservative. I found them extraordinarily helpful and
useful in my transition coming on to the Board. E
thought that they really had the right attitude toward
legal services. They may have approached their position
with whatever conservative political philosophies they
brought to the Board, but foremost, they were lawyers
with a sense of prof9551ona1 respon51b111ty. I found
working with them very gratifying. I didn’t really think
that either the transition onto the Board or the
transition from Roger’s chair to my chair opportunity was
at all rocky for the Corporation. 1It’s been a great
regret to me that the Reagan and Bush administrations
have gone out of their way to find people who didn’t have
the same kind of comnitment to legal services., It was a
real gratifying experience for ne. _

Did you have a particular vision or particular goal you
wished to accomplish when you took over as Chairperson?

We all wanted to expand services. HWe 3till had not
reached the point where access was a reality to most
people in the county. The entire expansion effort that
we undertook was aimed at providing that. We were also
very interested in making sure that the deslivery systens
in place were the best ones available and that they were
the most cost effective. We wanted them to provide
Quality services for clients, meet clients needs, and be
rooted in the communities in ways that would withstand
any political pressure. We were looking at access, and
at quality, and we were also concerned about trying to
figure out how to support the lawyers. There was a
tremendous amount of discussion when I was on the board
about the whole support system, the national centers, and
how we would provide the expertise that lawyers on the
front line needed to do their jobs. That focus was part
of the quality and expansion debate because we belleved
it important not to spread the program so thinly while we
were trying to provide access. However, if we were to
hold up expansion until we were absolutely sure that the
quality was in place and the backup Bsystems were
available, then that didn’t make csensc either. Meshing
those two goals together was really what we spent our
time doing.

You were chair during the most dramatic period of legal
services growth in our nation‘s history. I tbhink Gerald
Ford’s budget for LSC was $96 nrillion. During the four
Carter years the budget went from $56 to $321 million.
Can you remenmber any particular issues that arose because
of that dramatic expansion effort?
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do it better? Just because it worked in the 1970°‘s
doesn’t mean it’s going to work in the 1990’s or the 21st
century. Because we have been prevented from groving in
legal services, there may not be as much new blood and
new thinking as the enterprise may require going into the
future. I would just hope that we would be able to
continue to withstand the political heat and we would
have an opportunity at some point to grow to meet the
need that is still out there. The demand for legal
services today is so much greater given the economic
pressures in our soclety. I would also hope that we
would have roon for new people with new ideas so that we
would always ask ourselves the hard questions that we
tried to ask in the delivery system study: What’s our
purpose? How are we doing it? Are we¢ doing it the best
way we can? Are we meeting our clients needs both on an
individual level and on a larger social level? As long
as we have people who are willing to ask that, then I
think we’re in good shape.

I want to thank you very wmuch. You are a hero of mine.
While I had the privilege of working in the Legal
Services Corporation I observed you many times as you
lead the Board through a number of very difficult
decisions. You were a critical leader in a transitional
point in our history and I very much appreciate your
opportunity to tell us what was in your mind during those
years and goals that you had. Thank you very much.

END OF INTERVIEW
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Client/Matter #: 11996-113
TRANSMITTAL COVER LETTER
Date: March 14, 1995
Page 1 of 8 Time:

PLEASE DELIVER TIIC FTOLLOWING PAGES TO:

NAME: Melanne Verveer CITY: Washington, DC
TELECOPIER NO. OF RECIPIENT: 202/456-6244

FROM: Subodh Chandra, Albuquerque, New Mexico

We are transmitting via Muratec F-90 Telecopier (Telephone No. (505) 848-9767).
If you have any problems receiving our telecopy, please phone: (5U5) 848-1825.

COMMENTS: FYIL. I've been speaking with Preeta Bonsal and second the thoughis in
her memo.
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Please respond to: AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 750 North Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, Ilinois 606° 1
Subodh Chandrs ($12) 988-5000

S00 Fourth Si., NW, Suite 1000
P. 0. Box 2168

Albuguerque, NM §7103-2168
Tel: (505) B48-1857

Pax: (505) 848-9767

ABA/net: 'schapdra

E-mail: schacdra@attmail.comn

Memoranduim

To: Jeiry Hultin, Esq.
From: Subodh Chandra, Special Counsel to the President-Elect@
Date: 7 March 1995
Subject:  Hillary Rodham Clinton South Asia irip

I apprediate being asked to prepare some quick background information for First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton’s upcoming trip to South Asia. Because i suspect that
the First Lady’s office is being deluged with advice and information pertaining to the
trip (only some of which, I am sure, was soiicited), I thought it might be most
helpful to “bullet-puint” « few thoughts. I have already discussed somce of these
thoughts with your staff and would be happy to elaborate in further conversations.

To answer your questions, T consulted with a wide and thoughtful group of people
including Mahesh Ram, Priya Agarwal, and Sydney Patel and others. Half-baked
ideas are probably mine. My comments will focus on India.

Background Information on India and Hillary Rodham Clinton

. Overview. Good background books include the following:

- General. STANLEY WOLPERT, NEw HisTORY OF Inola (4th Ed. 1993?).
Ancient to modern history of the Indian civilization. Good dosing
chapter on India today.

- Womten’s legal rights. M.J. ANTHONY, WOMEN'S RIGHTs (1989). Short
Indian-published paperback-for-the-masses that summarizes the laws

Clinton South Asia Trip » Page 1
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(secular and various reiigious) governing hiudian women. While this
may be a bit outdated, it is excellent for demonstrating the very
different cultural reference in India to women's legal equality. 1 am
making a photocopy of this book and will mail it to you next week.
Will aiso send you the Table of Contents for a phenomenal book on
women’s rights and issues in India, publication pending, by a friend of
mine, Sydney Patel (a fellow Yale Law type and currently a Reginald
Lewis Fellow at the Harvard Law School.) Book was underwritten by a
Ford Foundation grant.

Relationship Between Law & Socicty. MARC GALANTER, Law & SOCIETY
IN MODERA Inpia (1989). This colleclion of Prof. Galanter’s (U,
Wisconsin Law School) essays dicuss the structural issues of Indian
society such as equality, hierarchy, secularism, justice, group
membership, caste, and “affirmative action”-type policies.

Economic prospects. There was an article on the op-ed page of the Wall
Street Juirnul in the last month comparing the Indian and Chinece
economuies and democratic cultures, describing how India poses a better
opportunity for the savvy investor or business.

Culturai. Works of the poet Rabindra Nath Tagor. Tagor was arguably
India’s greatest poet. An understanding of Tagor may improve Mrs.
Clinton’s understanding of Indian culture. Including a few choice
quotations from Tagor in a speech would be a good call.

Key Cities. General principles, opportunities, pitfalls, and thoughts.

It would bc an casy mistake to make Mrs. Clinton’s trip to India a
northern-centric trip. Bombay, New Delhi, Agra, a token village
somewhere. Don’t make that mistake. Trips north should be balanced
with at least one southern visit out of the Hindi-speaking bel.
Hyderabad in south-central India is where most of my extended family
is, and 1 am sure that they would love ta have her over for lunch.
Barring that, however:

The state of Kerala poses unique oppurlunities first because it has the
highest literacy rate for women in India, second because so many men
from the state are abroad in the Middle East earning tor their families
that the society is semi-matriarchal, and third because it is so clean and
beautiful.

“Sister cities” questivn perhaps best answered by the U.S. Conference of

Mayors.

(linton South Asia Trip ¢ Page 2
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Current perception.

To be honest, the perception of my beloved First Lady (such as there is a
perception at all) and especially that ot her husband 1s quite poor.
President Clinton is not perceived as a great world leader ala Reagan or
Bush and is further perceived as inept at international policy. That,
frankly, is all people care about, not whether they are New Democrats
or old ones, etc.

People may be curious about her family life. Taking Chelsea with her
and showing them together could he a hig plus. To the extent that Mrs.
Clinton comes off as pushy or aggressive, it will be a complete disaster.

HRC’s role.

As to India, it would be dreadful mistake for Mrs. Clinton to try to be
anything beyond a diplomatic observer, bridge-builder/ relationship-
builder at this time. As much as we might like for her to charge hard
into India and raise the profile of some of the nation’s problems,
articularly in health care or women’s rights, that would be self-
defeating at this time. India has a very clear history of antagonism and
rightenus indignation toward those perceived as “telling it what to do.”
Perhaps this is borne out of a post-Colonial mentality. Witness, for
example, India’s leadership throughcut thc Cold War of the so—called
“Non-Aligned Movement.”
These attitudes have been heightened, if anything else, in the last few
years during the painful period of economic lineralization. India is
very proud of its booming economy and truly envisions itself as soon
to be onc of the world’s great superpowers. Add to that the fact that
India has a democratic process, and it should be obvious that indelicate
ettorts to poirt out “problems,” whether shoulder-to-shoulder witly
Indian activist groups or not, would be harshly received in the Indian
media. The repeated furor over various comments of Assistant
Scarctary of State Robin Raphael are the perfect example of how
Himalayas can be made of Ozarks.
This does not mean that HRC cannot play a vilal role in raising the
profile of certain basic common concerns. While she should probably
tread delicately around sensitive ¢ultural issues that Indians
themselves are beginning to tackle like dowry murder or caste, she can
talk about other crudial issues. I'll discuss some examples below.

ReSpect. HRC can show respect for the culture of India in a variety of ways.

She should dress modestly and tastefully (e.g., shoulders, upper chest,
and arms largely covered, longer skirts.) She should generally avoid,
perhaps, wearing Indian garb, except maybe the Salwaar Kameez. She
should not dress as gringos like to dress in tropical climates! No shorts

Clinton South Asia Trip * Page 3



even 1n the privacy of the hotels.

After consultation with the American Einbassy in New Delhi, she
should consider using the traditional greeting, palms pressed flat and
together with fingers pointing straight up, elbows roughly together, in
a brief prayer-type greeting before engaging in the standard Western
handshake. This could really endear her to many and would look good
on television.

She really should study up on Indian culture and should weave
references in her speeches. As I mentioned earlier, reading some Tagor
would be advisable, if nothing else, for the P.R. value.

Religion is a touchy subject in India today. II she visits the cultural
landmarks of one religion, she should visit those of all others. The
principal religions to worry about in this regard are Hinduism.
(majority religion), Istam, and Sikhism. Indian Christians and
Buddhists are generally pretty mellow. It is important to remember
that there really is no “one” Indian culture.

She should not cite Indiana Jones and the Temple of Doom in asking
whether Indians enjoy the taste of chilled monkey brains... :-)

Best practices.

In Keeping with my earlier comments, HRC should etress American
commonalities with Indian society: understanding the importance of
free enterprise, the tact that we are both multicultural societies that
sometimes experience the pains therefrom—but that diversity is our
common strength, both cultures struggle to value family above all else,
ete.

The First Lady would also be well advised to stroke the aforementioned
national ego and identify and repeat those areas in which the Indian
nation is ahead of America. Both India and Pakistan have had a
women heads of state (Indira—pronounced Indhruh, not In-DEER-

uh -Candhi and Benazir Bhutto, respectively), the Tinited States has
not yet. India is the world’s largest democracy. India has the world’s
largest middle class. I am sure that HRC's researchers can make the
appropriate comparisons, but this kind of ego-massaging will go over
wery, very well, 1 assure you, because it is so generally unexpected of the
“ugly American.” I think this can be done effectively without
backfiring in the American media.

Reread Martin Lulher King, Jr.’s Letters T'rom A Birmingham Jail to
understand the profound influence that Mahatma Gandhi had on Dr.
King’s philosophy and political strategy. It is not enough to make the
cliché reference to King and Gandhi; she should more substantively be
able to articulate what it means.

A mwdel state visit in “reverse” to study ic the trip of then Prime

Clinton South Asia Trip ¢ Page 4
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Minuster Rajiv Gandhi and his wife Sonya in the late 19805 Lo Lhe
United States. They were the toast of Washington because they were
goed-looking, smartly dressed, unfailingly polite, politely
noncontrovereial, and in every picture were smiling and shaking
hands with someone new. That trip laid the groundwork for
tremendeus economic and political cooperation between the US. and
India afterwards.

Hcalth Care

1 don’t have much information handy un this issue, aud the information that I was
sent does not scem particularly helpful.

. Current Issues in health care. Big current issues in India today are population
control, ATDS, women’s health (or rather, the neglect thereof).

. People/places. One great positive opportunity might be to rendezvous with
the fellow who has a mobile clinic around India that travels around rural
India providing rataract and other eve surgery to people. He has been protiled
quite a bit internationally and I am sure that HRC's researchers would not
have aity Lrouble tracking this acdaimed doctor down.

Role of Women

. Identifying Women'’s Issues in India. The best book on this issue, not yet
published, is by Sydney Patcl, and as mentioned above, I am sending you the
draft table ot contents to give you some sense of the scope of issues. Please
contact Syd directly at Harvard Law School to get a copy: 617/496-4531. Syd
and both agree that HRC's visit could really be counterproductive on
women'’s issues in India if the sensitivities discussed earlier are not observed.
She should bc there to learn, not to preach, and to speak about commaon
themes in the US. and India. The tone should be “Interesting, I have
observed that we both have this problem,” not “We have Lhis problem, and
you really have this problem and some other problems too. Learn from us
and join the dvilized world...”

. Indian women in America.

- Indian-American women do feel sume sense of discrimination. On the
one hard, they have the narrower gender expectations of their
homeland (often tied to the time at which they or their parents’ left),
and on the other hand they face in this land from the majority
“exotification” and occasionally restricted opportunities from their
own cotununily,

Clinton South Asia Trip ¢ Page 5
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Still, both Indian-Awmerican women and men today arc best sclling
American authers (Bharati Mukherjee, Gita Mehta), publishers (Sonny
Mehta—Gita's husband, head of Random House?), entertainers (Sarita
Choudhuri), mainstream journalists (Sunanda Tripathi, (NBC Affiliate
anchor in Las Vegas Fred de Sam Lazaro, MacNeil/Lehrer Newshour),
senior governmenl officials (Arti Frabhakar, head of Nationa}
Institutes of Standards and Technology: Yasodhara Mohanty, Asst.
Attorney General of Oklahoma; Preeta Bansal, former Assistant Whute
House Counsel and Counsel to the Assistant Attorney General for
Policy), elected officials (Honorable Kumar Barve), distinguished
academicians (Professor Akhil Amer of Yale Law School),
businesspeople, scientists, physicians, and engineers.

" There are many poignant anecdotes, but none as yet that would sound
appropriate coming from HRC. I will keep working on it. A general,
and perhaps light-hearted theme would be for Mrs. Clinton to
acknowledge the widespread use of the term in India
“ABCD”—American-Born Confused Desi (countryperson of Indian
heritage). Somethung like, “Now I understand that some of you cal
them ‘ABCDs-American-Born Confused Desis” but we are verv proud
of the contributions of our second-generation Indian-Americans and of
their ability to integrate the best elements from their great ancestral
culture and of America to forge a new identity. I also know that they
retain an affection for the land of their ancestors Lhal is Lringing our
nations closer together.”

g Participation of women leaders. Note again that Sonth Asia has an
interesting record with regard to democzatically elected women leaders. The
Chief Minister of the state of Tamil Nady, Jay alalitha, is a woman. She has
cult status owing to her previous career as a movie stat. She has a reputation
for being power-hungry (she’s sorta the Huey Long of India), however, so I
would consult with the Embassy. The tour could make sense as long as it is
not overdone. We should talk about what you have in mind.

Other
. HRC should be seen very publicly with, Manmohan Singh, the Finance

Minister wha 15 driving economic liberalization. He is very well respected.

. Although the main opposition party, the Bharitya Janata Party (BJP) is
powerful enough now to be “mainstream” it is very important that HRC not
he seen with anyone too radical from that party, which is something uf a
Hindu fundamentalist party (although they have made positive
contributions). Ambassador Frank Wisner are the best advisors in this
regard.

Clinton South Asia Trip ¢ Page 6
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. THE WHITE HOUSE LY

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release September 26, 1994

NATIONAL LEGAL SERVICES WEEK, 1994

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The preamble to the Constitution reminds us that our great
Nation was founded "to establish Justice . . . and secure the
Blessings of Liberty . . . ." The very nature of justice
demands that it be available to all. True justice cannot be
rationed -- it cannot be accorded to some while others are
denied the full benefit of their rights. Our Founders
understood that privilege and responsibility are inextricably
linked. The words "Equal Justice under the Law," inscribed
over the portal of our highest court, represent a solemn promise
made to every American.

—

Twenty years ago, the Legal Services Corporation was
created to help keep that promise, promoting equal access to
justice by making high-quality legal assistance in civil matters
available to those who would otherwise be unable to attain it.

In designing the Legal Services Corporation the Congress
recognized the need for an independent entity, protected from
political interference, to support local programs that would be
accountable to their own communities. Legal Services was
designed to ensure that all Americans needing assistance are
provided with legal representatives whose responsibility is to
fully protect and defend their clients’ best interests according
to the highest standards of professional obligation.

For two decades, the Legal Services Corporation has ful-
filled that mandate. It supports local legal services programs
that operate under the auspices of their own Boards of
Directors, which are made up of clients and representatives of
the local bar. Today, the Corporation supports 323 programs
operating in over 900 neighborhood offices across the Nation.

In addition, more than 130,000 private attorneys volunteer their
time and energy toward activities associated with local legal
services projects.

Legal Services programs extend assistance to more than
1.5 million people every year, vindicating their rights,
resolving their disputes, and offering a means of improving
their lives. Dedicated attorneys, paralegals, staff, Board
members, and volunteers have worked with unflinching commitment,
often under adverse conditions, to serve those whose rights and
interests they represent. Legal Services has won the respect of
the judiciary, the organized bar, and the client community. For
many Americans; the existence of legal services has renewed
their faith in our government of laws.

On the 20th anniversary of the Legal Services Corporation,
I reaffirm our national commitment to equal access to justice,

to decency, to fair play. 1 voice my deep respect for those
who have given so much to keep those principles alive over the
years.
more
(OVER)












THE LEGAL AID SOCIETY
FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION

FAX NUMBER:(212) 385-4265
PHONE NUMBER:(212) 406-0750

TO: Patti Solis - Oftice of the First Lady, The White House
FROM: Helaine Barnett

DATE: February 6, 1995

RE; The Legal Aid Society Servant of Justice Program

Honoring Hillary Rodham Clinton

Autached 1s a copy of the programs of the last two Servant of Justice Dinners.

You will note that Alex Forger’'s program biography was signed by Archibald Murray, then
Auorney-in-Charge of the Society. Governor Cuomo’s biography was signed by Evan Davis, a
member of the Society’s Board of Directors and former counsel to the Governor.

Would you please either write Mrs. Clinton’s program biography for us or provide me
with the materials for her biography, which we would then prepare and, of course, submit to you
for your review and approval. I would be very pleased to prepare and sign Mrs. Clinton's
biography, unless there is someone else you would prefer do it.

For your information, Dean John Sexton of New York University Law School is writing
Martin Lipton’s biography. We also will need a photograph and the biography by Wednesday.
February 22, 1995 in order to meet our deadline with the printer.

I look forward to hearing from you.






ALEXANDER D. FORGER

Recipient of the Servant of Justice Award
of The Legal Aid Society

Alexander D. Forger was born in New York City, attended public
schools in Yonkers and went on to Princeton University, where his
schooling was interrupted by World War 11. He joined the U.S. Army
and served as a sergeant in a machine gun squad in the 291st Infantry,
75th Division. Although he shies away from any talk of heroism on the
battlefield, as he does from any mention of his numerous accomplish-
ments in the profession, Alex Forger was, indeed, a genuine war hero. He
earned the Bronze Star for heroism in 1945 when, in the face of enemy
artillery and mortar fire, he saved the lives of many wounded comrades,
carrying them from the battlefield and administering first aid. He saw
action in the Battle of the Bulge and elsewhere in the European Theatre,
earning three combat service stars and a combat infantry badge.

After the war, Alex returned to Princeton’s School of Public and
International Affairs and graduated with honors in 1947. Alex says he
went into law in part because his father had always wanted to be a lawyer
and would have been a great one. With the help of his beloved Nan, his
high school sweetheart whom he married in 1946, Alex worked his way
through Yale Law School. At the time, Yale was at the forefront of
change in legal education. There he learned not only what the law is and
how to find it, but he began to start thinking about what the law should
be,eventually leading to his firm belief that it is the responsibility of every



lawyer to work for the improvement of the legal system, a tenet which has
characterized his entire professional career. After graduating from Yale
in 1950, he became an associate at what i1s now Milbank, Tweed, Hadley
& McCloy. He was made a partner in 1958, specializing in trusts and

estates, domestic relations and persor';al law, and chaired the firm from
1984 until 1992.

Alex says that life in the law 1s both a vocation and an avocation. He
has spent much of his free time in law-related community affairs,
devoting himself to assuring legal representation for the poor on many
levels. He worked on various committees for civil rights and fair housing
and, in the late 1960s, helped found the Westchester Resident

Opportunities, an organization that assisted minority families in finding
mortgage money.

He has displayed the courage to embrace unpopular causes and to
speak out on issues when others remained silent. He is a man of generous
spirit and long perspective. During his tenure as President of the New
York State Bar Association, he pressed for merit selection of judges. He
championed the cause of representation for the poor by converting other
lawyers to his belief that pro bono service is basic to the entire practice of
law. He encouraged the promotion of women in the legal profession and
helped to establish the Practicing Attorneys for Law Students program
(P.A.L.S.). His firm was among the first to institute a sexual harassment
prevention policy and he remains in the forefront advocating for the
rights of gay and lesbian lawyers.

His clients are among the most famous and prestigious in the world.
Yet. he is a man of great humility and compassion who devotes time and
energy to those in need. His long-time commitment to the poor led to 20
years of distinguished service to The Legal Aid Society, where he has
been a constant source of strength and stability in times of uncertainty
and difficulty. He is a doer; a man who makes things happen. With his
marvelous sense of humor, his remarkable vision and gentle manner, he
captured the hearts of the men and women who work at the Society. They
found him to be an advocate and a friend — someone they could trust.
Over the years, he served as a vice president, chair of the Society’s
centennial fund campaign, president and chairman. His strong advocacy
for legal services for the poor led him to accept the interim presidency of
the federal Legal Services Corporation in January.



Over the course of time, he has amassed an impressive list of public
service accomplishments. He serves as atrustee of Rockefeller University
and chairs a Volunteer Lawyers Committee for AIDS patients. A former
chair of the Board of Trustees of New York Law School, he is a member
of the House of Delegates of the Arnerican Bar Association and the
President’s Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. His service to the bar
and the community at large has been recognized by the Federal Bar
Council, the National College of Probate Judges, the National Lesbian
and Gay Law Association and the Greater New York Council of Boy
Scouts of America.

One admirer who could not be here today said it best when he wrote,
“You could not have picked a more appropriate nor honorable honoree.
To me, Alex exemplifies that rare combination of private citizen, public
servant, family man and person of integrity that we could all do well to
emulate.”

Alex Forger i1s the embodiment of his own personal concept of the
three-dimensional lawyer, synthesizing legal knowledge, professional
integrity and an active commitment to the public good. And the
most thoroughly decent human being [ have ever had the privilege
of knowing.

Archibald R. Murray
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GOVERNOR MARIO M. CUOMO

Recipient of the Servant of Justice Award
of The Legal Aid Society

Governor Mario Cuomo is
one of the great political leaders
of our day. His ideas, centered
around principles of opportunity,
inclusion and justice, have gained
acceptance not only in his own
party but also in the ranks of the
opposition. They are a key part of
the vocabulary of political debate
today.

These ideas have been
given life by his actions. His
biography includes a range of
accomplishments that can only be
partially summarized here.

Govermnor Cuomo entered
government with a progressive
pragmatic philosophy centered on
programs to create jobs and
expand justice. He has succeeded
in both areas.

On the jobs front, despite
the decline associated with the
national recession, New York
experienced an increase of more
than 600,000 jobs and 60,000
businesses from the time Governor
Cuomo took office through 1991.

With respect to expanding
justice, Governor Cuomo has
brought new vitality to the Rule of
Law in New York State. Eight
days after taking the oath of office
Govemor Cuomo was confronted
with a prison takeover at Ossining.
He resolved it without loss of life.
Not only has he, with the
Legislature, taken the necessary
steps to avoid prison
overcrowding, at his urging New
York has also added innovative
correctional programs that reduce



dependency on long incarceration
and a chemical dependency
program in correctional facilities
that is the first of its kind in the
nation. He has launched a
comprehensive approach to
reduce the devastating effects of
substance abuse that includes
education, continued expansion of
treatment  capacity and law
enforcement efforts.

Each year since he took
office, Governor Cuomo has
vetoed death penalty legislation
enacted in both houses of the
Legislature. In the years when an
override of his veto was a single
vote away, his efforts to have his
veto sustained were vital to the
outcome.

Governor Cuomo has
reconstituted the State’s Court of
Appeals, appointing the first
female judge and the first African
American judge serving a full
term. That first woman judge is
Judge Judith Kaye, a former Vice
President of The Legal Aid
Society. Governor Cuomo has now
appointed her to be the State's
Chief Judge.

Under Governor Cuomo’s
leadership, New York has also
become a national leader in
moving people from welfare to
work. New  York’s widely
acclaimed Child Assistance
Program is the nation’s first real

alternative to welfare. Under his
leadership New York has enacted
laws to make prescription drugs
more affordable for senior citizens,
put in place the most ambitious
public health plan in the nation to
deal with the AIDS epidemic, and
established "a community rated
insurance system that makes New
York the first state in the nation in
which applicants will not face
discrimination based on age, sex,
occupation or medical condition.
Governor Cuomo has
proclaimed and pursued the
Decade of the Child including the
Liberty Scholarships program that
will give young people of limited
means the chance to attend
college. He led the fight for a new
Ethics Law that reformed New
York’s lax ethics rules and
established strict standards to
ensure full disclosure and to guard
against the appearance of conflict
of interest or misuse of prior
government service. He fought
successfully to prevent the
operation of the Shoreham nuclear
power plant on Long Island where
no effective evacuation plan was
plausible. He abolished the Spring
Borrowing. He brought about the
tnactment of landmark
environmental legislation
including legislation to strengthen
environmental enforcement, to
develop a chain of parks, open



space and trails stretching from
New York City to the foothills of
the Adirondacks, and to make
“reduce, reuse, recycle” the official
policy for all New York.

Mario Cuomo first came to
public attention in 1972 when he
resolved the Forest Hills housing
controversy at the request of
Mayor John Lindsay. In 1984 he
gained national attention when he
delivered the Key Note Address at
the Democratic Convention in San
Francisco and later that year,
offered a statement on church-state
relations at the University of Notre
Dame. More recently, the
Governor served as Co-editor of
Lincoln on Democracy, a
collection that brings together, for
the first time, all of Abraham
Lincoln’s speeches, writings and
conversations on the central theme
of his political life.

What are the cental
themes of Mario Cuomo’s political
life? Let me suggest a few. First,
as with Lincoln, democracy.
Govemnor Cuomo has done a great
deal to make workable a concept
of democracy in which there is
real opportunity for participation.
Second, a philosophy of social
justice based on the idea of
family. Third, insistence on the
criteria of need as the touchstone
for public spending. Next a belief
that the Rule of Law is the glue
that holds us together. And finally
a belief that we can be much more
than we are.

Mario M. Cuomo is truly a
Servant of Justice.

Evan A. Davis










































































