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SUBJSCT: Thoughts for speech

By 1 23ducing access to both financial assistance and unemployment
comi ensation, and at the same time reducing the availability of
supr ort services, the Reagan/Bush Administrations created
incieased child poverty and greater developmental risks for
chi!dren:

¢ Cllanges were made to AFDC eligibility (eligibility reguirements
wert narrowed, throwing children off the rolls) at the same time
tha!. states were cutting benefit levels, resulting in a real
dec. ine in the value of cash assistance (not just inflation).

¢ B ock granting of the Federal Title XX program into the Social
Ser 'ices Block Grant -- reducing and capping the dollars for
the e services created a decrease in the availability of child
car: and other key family support services and community-based
pre'ention services critical to children and the elderly; a

spe :ial fund for staff training was eliminated as were reporting
reqg ilirements; consequently, it is hard to trace exactly how the
dec .ine in funding affected services. (advoactes involved in
try .ng to stop this were: CDF, CWLA, NASW, AARP, Catholic
Charities).

¢ The Reagan Administration did not cut the Head Start budget.
Howi2ver, meager funding increases (not even adequately offsetting
the impact of inflation) and precipitous policy decisions served
to 2rode the quality of the program. The Administration
corzluded that more children could effectively be served without
an increase in resources and also dismantled the training and
technical assistance component of the program with no assurance
th:t the activites would continue at the same level.

Efjorts that were successfully stopped by advocates and others:

¢ lepeal of P.L. 96-272 (Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare
Act: of 1980) which would have reduced child welfare prevention,
and family reunification services and adoption subsidies.

(as tive in stopping this repeal were CDF, CWLA, NASW)

¢ l‘epeal of the Education for all Handicapped Children Act (P.L.
94 ‘142 enacted in 1975) which (active in stopping this repeal
we ‘e the Council for Exceptional Children and a range of

di :ability advocacy groups)
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¢ "They tried to make ketchup a vegetable" -- downgrading the
sct 5ol lunch nutrition requirements (active in stopping this were
FR2Z and the anti-hunger lobby)

¢ 2ttempts by the Reagan Admin. to cut WIC and Food Stamps were
stcoped by Congress with the strong support of a diverse group of
adsv bcates (State hunger coalitions, FRAC, Bread for the world,
Ame rican Academy of Pediatrics, March of Dimes...)

Re:z yan /Bush activity resulted in the development of some stong
an¢ powerful alliances and coalitions among advocates that had
not traditionally worked together. Religious community,

mec ical/health, elderly, education, welfare, all came together to
prctect families.

One of the arguments that the Reagan Administration advanced was
that states and private charities would pick up the slack. The
fac s suggest that this did not occur; many states cut benefits,
di¢ not add state dollars to expand the resources.

While the actions in these years put kids and families at greater
ris ¢, the Clinton Admin. has made it a priority to decrease the
ris<s and invest in ensuring children grow up healthy:

¢ Iicreased funding for Head Start, Child Care (through the
CCL3G), WIC.

¢ The success in creating new jobs has increased family
stability, giving more children the ability to grow and develop
sucitessfully.
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1a last bulle . should include our collaborative work with the Maternal and
Child Health Bureau on health and safety in child care settings, building on
the work of :'he American Public Health Association

——————

L ————— - — ———— ——— -

Here are som: suggested talking points that we can use in response to the
child care sl:udy:

o We are 7rery concerned about the quality of child care as

reported by this and other recent studies.

o We beliza2ve that states must have adequate resources

to make critical quality improvements including
the treining and support of staff and improving

child s taff ratio and to ensure consumer education.

o We alsc¢: think it is critical that states set
adequat e standards to ensure the healthy
develojment of children in child care.

o This s: tuation is particularly important as we
move t¢ reform the welfare system and put more and
more cj.ildren into the care of others.

S —

(‘o We are addressing this issue by:

TRt

In:reasing funds for child care in the FY 96
bu lget, part of which can be used for quality

Proposing new regulations to give states added
fl :xibility to pay for quality.

Providing technical assistance to states to
ir >rove the quality of care.





















Anthem Health's John Cuny named
to Audrey Hepburn Hollywood for Children Foundation

(New York, N.Y.) -- Jolm D. Cuny, Executive Vice President of Anthem Health, has been
appointed to the board of advisors of the Audrey Hepbum Hollywood for Children Foundation,
according to an announcement by Sean Hepbum Ferrer, son of the late actress.

Mr. Cuny has been an active supporter for events involving children, especially the national
nitiative to immumnize all children by the time they reach age two.

\r. Cuny recently helped lead a multi-state educational outreach program on behalf of childhood
immunization, participating in programs in Texas, Georgia, Florida, Indiana. and the District of
Columbia.

His efforts were recognized in Washington, D.C., at a December 12 dinner honoring Former First
Lady Rosalvnn Carter and Betty Bumpers, wife of Senator Dale Bumpers, the co- founders of the
Every Child By Two program. Mr. Cuny was presented with an award from Every Child By
Two, in recognition of his work as a leader in the private sector to improve health care for
children.

The Audrey Hepbum Hollywood for Children Foundation is a not-for-profit organization created
to continue the work of the late actress. Audrey Hepbum was deeply committed to worldwide
relief efforts for children. The Foundation's mission is to raise public consciousness and funds for
children’s causes throughout the world.

The Hollywood for Children Foundation uses a variety of special events. working especially with
members of the entertainment community, to meet the needs of children from Rwanda, Bosnia,

and Somalia, as well as Washington, D.C., and Los Angeles.

The foundation serves as an umbrella organization, channeling money to various groups to meet
the needs of those children who are suftering most.

(more)

HOLLYWOOD FOR CHILDREN

4 east 12th street n.y. ny. 10003
p: 212 ¢ 2435 ¢ 5204 . 212 ¢« 607 ¢ 0201










































