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Welcome to all of you. It's wonderful to have so many old 
friends, and so many people I admire, together here today.

Children and families are getting a lot of ink, and a lot of 
air time, these days. But lately the real needs of children seem 
to be getting lost in the rhetoric, the grandstanding, the 
opportunity to score political points. And that's unfortunate 
given the increasing burdens our society places on children every 
day.

In the coming months, we can't lose sight of the daily 
reality of inadequate health care, poverty, hunger, substandard 
housing, broken families, and violence that plagues too many of 
our young. And when we wonder why we keep fighting the fight, we 
should visualize those voiceless children out there who are 
counting on organizations like yours to keep the safety net from 
fraying beneath them.

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
REMARKS TO THE KIWANIS CLUB ADVISORY COUNCIL 
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I'm encouraged by history. In the 12 years preceding this 
Administration, there were times when it looked like the sky 
would fall in. You remember the so-called "revolution" of the 
1980s, when the Republicans pledged to cut federal funding for

[Acknowledgements: Ian Perdriau [Pear-dree-oh], President of 
Kiwanis International; John Cuny, President of Anthem Health, who 
will speak before you]

Today we honor the Kiwanis Club's Advisory Council for the 
guidance and aid they provide for the "Young Children: Priority 
One" campaign. The work you do is a shining example of what can 
be accomplished when community service organizations, businesses, 
and government join together to take responsibility for children 
across our country. It is particularly inspiring to see these 
partnerships flourishing at the local level, literally 
transforming neighborhoods and communities by making 
immunizations available to children in need.

he future may seem at times, I would argue 
that there is still room for hope and progress, and that the 
rights and needs of children can be protected.

worst.

I don't need to tell you that the political landscape in 
Washington has shifted rather dramatically in the past few 
months. And given the new environment here, there is a tendency 
to assume the worst. Certainly your work is cut out for you. And 
it is also cut/ou^Sfor the Administration.
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vital programs and get states and private charities to pick up 
the slack.

And perhaps most important from the perspective of this 
Administration, your willingness to wage those battles made it 
possible for this President to come into office and begin to 
fully fund WIC, expand Head Start, and put children back in their 
rightful place at the top of the national agenda.

But instead of throwing up your hands and saying, "We can't 
win this fight", your organizations stepped in and shed light on 
the plight of children at a time of great risk. And the result 
was that many children were kept out of harm's way.

With help from the American Academy of Pediatrics, the 
March of Dimes, and various hunger groups, key members of 
Congress were able to end an effort to cut WIC and Food Stamps.

The President has increased Head Start funding by $760 
million over two years, expanding its focus to the crucial first 
three years of life. By signing Goals 2000, the President 
demonstrates his commitment to raising standards in our public 
schools and ensuring that all children get a top-flight 
education.

And when I really want to remember how bad it was, I just 
remind myself that in the 1980s Republicans in Congress were 
talking about making ketchup a vegetable.

Think for a minute about the extraordinary benefits to 
children and to society of your immunization campaign. As you 
know the President was delighted to help with a public service 
campaign to help get out the word about what your organizations 
are doing. But it is also his Administration that has launched a 
comprehensive immunization program with the goal of immunizing 90 
percent of our 2-year-old by the year 2000. Already we've seen 
tremendous progress. From 1992 to 1993, the rate increased 12 
percent from 55 percent to 67 percent.

Children were thrown off the welfare rolls. Title XX was 
subsumed into a block grant, the net effect being a decrease in 
the availability of child care and other key family support and 
prevention services critical to the elderly. The quality of Head 
Start was eroded by impulsive policy decisions that, in effect, 
left more children with fewer resources.

Think of what would have happened if the Junior Leagues,
CDF, the Child Welfare League and others had not worked to stop 
repeal of the Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act. Think of 
where we would be now if the Council for Exceptional Children and 
other disability advocacy groups had not worked to block repeal 
of PL 94-142.



meet.

3

One of the most frustrating aspects of the recent debate 
about children and families is the extent to which rhetoric has 
obscured reality. If we are serious about welfare reform, for 
example, we ought to be serious about child care as well.

I think we ought not lose sight of the fact that there are 
many ways to help children and strengthen families. For example, 
the economic program the President fought so hard for over his 
first two years not only helped lower the deficit, inflation, and 
begin to cure other financial maladies, but it also created 
nearly 6 million new jobs. And new jobs mean more stability for a 
lot of American families.

I don't know how many of you read the article earlier this 
week in The Washington Post about the mediocrity of so many of 
our daycare facilities, which echoed the findings of a study a 
few months ago by the Family and Work Institute. Obviously we 
have to raise standards and work harder to ensure that people 
with good credentials and good intentions work in these places.

He also understands that the well-being of children should 
be the guiding principle in every discussion of welfare reform, 
whether it is Republicans or Democrats doing the talking.

What I'm getting at is that, taken as a whole, this 
Administration's initiatives reflect a broad approach to 
children's issues and promise to sustain a level of quality that 
is essential to furthering your agenda.

But the pressure is going to be even greater with welfare 
reform. And this President understands that if you want people to 
work, you have to help them find safe and affordable care for 
their children. And that's why child care is a priority in his 
budget.

J-

The Family and Medical Leave law is one of the President's 
proudest achievements because it helps families in emergency 
situations. Expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit gives 
parents more money to invest in their children. The Family 

^Support and~Preservatibn Program provides counseling and-other 
tools to ease the burden nn fawiliac

-

The Crime Bill last year, which met so much resistance from 
Republicans who cried "pork", includes funding for the 
Schools initiative, the introduction of Operatrion Cafe Ho; 
increased funding for domestic violence prevention and the 
creation of a National Domestic Violence Hotline. I find it 
ironic that those who are so quick to describe themselves as 
"pro-family" immediately dismiss these programs as frivolous.
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ahead. And I will be grateful 
work to put children first.

As the President said in his State of the Union Address a 
few weeks ago: "There are certain fundamental national needs that 
should be addressed in every state, north, south, east and west - 
- immunization against childhood diseases, school lunches in all 
our schools, Head Start, medical care and nutrition for pregnant 
women and infants...All these things are in the national 
interest."

Doing right by children has been a long struggle. Look how 
long the Junior Leagues and Child Welfare League have been 
working at it. Look at how many decades the March of Dimes has 
been involved. Look at all of the organizations that have taken 
on special areas more recently, whose efforts helped us weather 
the storm of the 1980s.

I look forward to working with all of you in the months 
for your ideas and wisdom as we

For all the drum-beating on Capitol Hill, we are not going 
to permit Congress or anyone else to turn the clock back for 
children and families. I find it interesting that, already, we've 
seen loud declarations about turning Head Start into a block 
grant suddenly become muted whispers. Not that we shouldn't be 
vigilant. We must be. But we shouldn't underestimate our ability 
to keep the pressure on those who would dismantle the effective 
infrastructure we are building for children.

Now the scenario is different, but the fight is essentially 
the same. And we are reminded once again that the role of 
children's advocates is as important as ever.
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It is wonderful to have all of these friends here today. I am honored to be with 

people who have worked so hard for so long to ensure that the voice of children does not go 

unheard.

Today, children and families are at the forefront of the national agenda. What with 

debate over welfare reform, orphanages, teen pregnancy, and children killing children on our 

cities’ streets, our nation’s youth has become the center of a firestorm of political 

grandstanding and opportunism. But if you and I have one vital task before us in the 

upcoming months, it is to see through the rhetoric and understand what is really happening to 

our children. We must not lose sight of what is the daily reality for too many of our young: 

hunger, inadequate health care, and poverty. Yes, welfare must be reformed, but it must be 

done in a way that makes life better for children. So many have already suffered enough.

As my husband said in his State of the Union Address a few weeks ago, "there are 

certain fundamental national needs that should be addressed in every state, north, south, east 

and west — immunization against childhood diseases, school lunches in all our schools, Head

Start, medical care and nutrition for pregnant women and infants...All these things are in the 

national interest." While Capitol Hill engages in its budget-cutting frenzy, you can be sure 

that this President will not allow our nation’s future, our children, to be jeopardized. And I 

1
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know everyone in this room will continue to fight the good fight, to ensure that the welfare 

of our nation’s children remains at the center of these debates.

Reagan Revolution. The Reaganites were going to design an entirely new role for 

government, slashing federal funding for vital programs, and counting on the states to pick

the pain that revolution caused^We have come through twelve
up the slack. Well, we saw

years of struggle to combat that pain, as AFDC eligibility was narrowed, benefits were 

dropped offreduced, support services were slashed, and children by the thousands were 

roles.

Today, I thank God that there were dedicated people in groups like the CWLA,

NAWS, the Catholic Charities, FRAC, and the American Academy of Pediatrics, that battled 

and won a great many battles on behalf of children during those years.

Child Welfare Act, groups such as the Children’s Defense Fund, CWLA, and NASW joined 

together to stop it. When they wanted to downgrade school lunch nutrition requirements-and 

designate ketchup a vegetable, FRAC and groups in an anti-hunger coalition put a halt to it.

Congress ended an effort to cut WIC and Food Stamps the strong support of a diverse group 

2

for key family support services at a time when others were simply throwing up their hands 

and saying, "What can we do? The conservatives have too much strength!" Well, i^fought 

Ucu
Many of-the groups represented here experienced in the 1980’s what was called the

When tlirReagarFAdministration attempted to repeal the Adoption Assistance and



of advocates, ranging from state hunger groups, FRAC, Bread for the World, American

Academy of Pediatrics, and the March of Dimes.

During the Reagan/Bush years, groups across the philosophical spectrum joined forces 

to support children. The religious community, medical and health workers, the elderly, 

educators, and welfare advocates came together because they understood that the fate of 

children must transcend political differences. From Congress, voices such as Senators Chris

Dodd, Ted Kennedy, Pat Moynihan, Barbara Mikulski, and Representatives George Miller 

and Patricia Schroeder refused to let the Republican Administrations abandon our nation’s 

youth.

Without their commitment, and the battles you fought and won, the cause of children

have nearly been lost. But your dedication has made it possible for this

Administration to move forward to advance the well-being of children throughout this 

country. This President has taken a comprehensive approach to children through all stages of 

Education begins at birth and continues throughout a person’s life. As we move into 

the Information Age, education will provide the essential skills and knowledge for children to 

succeed in an increasingly complex and competitive economy. That is why the President has 

made education the centerpiece of his agenda. He has increased Head Start funding by $760 

million over two years, expanding its focus to the crucial first three years of life. By signing

3

their development, focusing on education, family life, nutrition, health care, and crime.

Q'M Ct* O./'A b



Goals 2000: Educate America Act and the Elementary and Secondary Schools Act, this

President demonstrates his commitment to making our public school system premier in the 

world.

But because an education means little to children who suffer from hunger, inadequate 

health care, or constant fear on their own streets, President Clinton is determined to improve 

their lives. Ele has expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit and Passed the Family Support 

and Preservation Program in an attempt to ease the burden on families working hard to make 

ends meet.

By putting the Women, Infants and Children (WIC) program on a full-funding path.

and signing a comprehensive child immunization plan, President Clinton is attempting to 

ensure the best possible health and nutrition for young Americans. From 1992-1993, the 

number of children being immunized has leapt to 67%, well on the way to reaching the

President’s goal of a 90% immunization rate by the year 2000.

The Family and Medical Leave Act is one of the President’s proudest achievements, 

allowing workers to take up to twelve weeks unpaid leave in order to care for themselves, a 

loved one, or a new baby without fear of losing their jobs.

Finally, with violence and crime as increasing concerns for children — in their homes, 

in their schools, and in their neighborhoods, this President has fought for their protection.

4
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From expanding funding for the SAFE Schools Initiative, introducing Operation Safe Home, 

authorizing $325 million for domestic violence prevention, and establishing a National

Domestic Violence Hotline, the President has demonstrated with his Crime Bill that he is 

putting children first.

5
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information about the challenges they face.

CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND

v, CHILD WELFARE LEAGUE OF
> ’ AMERICA

USDA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
SERVICE

CHILDREN’S MIRACLE NETWORK
TELETHON

national television special to raise money for 
hospitalized children. The first year it originated 
from a small studio in Provo, Utah, and was 
broadcast by 30 television stations. CMN and 
the 22 hospitals that participated that first year 
raised $4.7 million.

The Children’s Defense Fund is a nonprofit 
research and advocacy organization that exists to 
provide a strong and effective voice for the 
children of America who cannot vote, lobby, or 
speak out for themselves. Paying particular 
attention to the needs of poor, minority, and

Founded in 1920, CWLA is the oldest and largest COMMITTEE FOR ECONOMIC 
organization devoted entirely to making life better DEVELOPMENT 
for abused, neglected, and at-risk children and
their families.

Association of Junior Leagues International is an Children’s Miracle Network (CMN) began in 
international organization of women committed to 1983 as an effort to produce a high-quality, 
promoting voluntarism and to improving the
community through the effective action and
leadership of trained volunteers. AJLI is made up
“»f 286 leagues throughout the United States,
Canada, Mexico, and Great Britain, representing
more than 193,000 women.

Today, CWLA is an association of over 700
public and private agencies and organizations
who staffs serve more that two million vulnerable including education, trade policy, U.S.-Japan 
children, youths and their families every year. i

Since then, CMN has become the largest 
television fund raiser of its kind in the world. 
Today, this 21-hour international television 

The Child Welfare League of America began as a special originates life from Disneyland and is 
result of the 1909 White House Conference on the broadcast by 200 television stations in the U.S. 
Care of Dependent Children. Participants in that and Canada benefitting 160 hospitals for 
historic gathering recommended the establishment children. Its pledge to keep 100 percent of 
of a national organization of child-helping donations in the area in which they were raised is
agencies and institutions. still the very core of its philosophy.

*

% ASSOCIATION OF JUNIOR LEAGUES 
; INTERNATIONAL

The Cooperative Extension System, a national 
educational network, links research, science, and 

disabled children, its goal is to educate the nation technology to the needs of people where they 
about the needs of all children before they get live and work. Extension’s purpose is
sick, drop out of school, suffer family breakdown, education—practical education for Americans to 
or get into trouble.

economic relations, and problems of the inner 
CWLA is where the professionals who work with city. Through its studies and reports, CED seeks 
children turn when they need the most up-to-date to: contribute to full employment, higher living 

standards, and increased opportunities for all; 
promote economic growth and stability; 
strengthen the concepts and institutions essential 
to progress in a free society.

Working with expert advisers, the Committee for 
Economic Development (CED) conducts 
research and formulates policy recommendations 
on national and international economic issues,
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 
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'Tj-Ht ZS*- chapters, hospitals, and other community
AARP is a membership organization for those who agencies; communitv services: internatioi

ALLIANCE TO END CHILDHOOD 
LEAD POISONING

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF
OBSTETRICIANS AND 
GYNECOLOGISTS

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED
PERSONS 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF
PEDIATRICS

The Alliance to End Childhood Lead Poisoning is 
a public interest organization dedicated to the 
elimination of childhood lead poisoning. The 
Alliance seeks to inform health professionals, the 
general public, and policy makers of the hazards 
posed by lead and the need for prevention of lead 
poisoning. It works to strengthen federal policies 
and programs by developing cost-effective 
strategies for protecting children and targeting 
resources where most needed and ensuring the 
development of a national infrastructure for 
reducing lead hazards.

are age 55 and over. AARP’s motto, “to serve, 
not to be served,” expresses AARP member’s 
belief that they continue to have something to offer 
the community. AARP’s vision statement, 

The American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists (ACOG) is a group of physicians 
specializing in childbirth and the diseases of 
women. ACOG sponsors continuing 
professional development programs.

“bringing lifetimes of experience and leadership 
to serve all generations,” emphasizes that 
everyone in the community—no matter the 
age-benefits from that service.

AARP has many benefits and the foremost is 
information. It offers a monthly newspaper, 
The Bulletin, a bi-monthly magazine, Modern 
Maturity, and hundreds of publications on 
issues such as consumer, economic, 
employment, health, and intergenerational 
programs. AARP serves its members through 
advocacy at national, state, and local levels.

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL 
YOUNG CHILDREN: PRIORITY ONE 

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
ORGANIZATION DESCRIPTIONS

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) is a 
professional medical society of pediatricians and 
pediatric subspecialists. AAP operates small 
member library of books and journals on pediatric 
medicine, office practice, and child health care 
policy. AAP maintains 42 committees, councils, 
and tasks forces including: Accident and Poison 
Prevention; Early Childhood, Adoption and 
Dependent Care; Infectious Diseases. It also 
sponsors Pediatrics Review and Education 
Program (PREP), a self-assessment, continuing 
education program for practicing pediatricians.

Operating under congressional charter and 
fulfilling America’s obligations under certain 
international treaties, the American Red Cross 
serves members of the armed forces and 
veterans and their families, aids disaster 
victims, and assists other Red Cross Societies in 
times of emergency. Other activities include: 

X ^0°d services; training of volunteers for
chanters hnsnitals and other rnmmnnit-iz 

agencies; community services; international 
activities; service opportunities for youth. It 
also conducts research programs.



HEAD START BUREAU

FAMILY RESOURCE COALITION

FAMILY SERVICE AMERICA

service to social service professionals dealing 
with families.

HEALTHY MOTHERS, HEALTHY
BABIES

The Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition is 
an informal association of more than 100 national.

individuals and organizations to share ideas for 
improving maternal and infant health by merging 
resources to provide professional and public 
education to families and health care providers. 
This is accomplished through meetings,

includes a variety of family and child service 
agencies throughout the United States and
Canada, with affiliated organizations in Scotland, 
Costa Rica, and Singapore.

Head Start is a federally funded comprehensive 
child development program for children between 
the ages of 3 and 5 years from low-income 
families. The program provides educational, 
medical, nutritional, dental and mental health 
services along with parent involvement and social 
services for the family. Approximately, 720,000 
children are served each year in all parts of the 
United States.

society—business, education, community, and 
government.

composed of distinguished professional, 
corporate, and community leaders from 
throughout the United States and Canada. FSA 
member agencies are non-profit service 
organizations governed by volunteer citizen 

Family Service America, Inc. (FSA) is an 
international non-profit organization, 
headquartered in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
dedicated to strengthening family life in all its 
forms through services, education, and 
advocacy. Founded in 1911, FSA and its 
membership constitute the oldest and largest

The Institute’s program is unique in several
ways. It considers the entire life-cycle of the
family, from prenatal care through child care and leaders from their communities. The membership 
elder care; maintains a commitment to both the
public and private sectors, to managers as well
as assembly-line workers; examines the effects
of work on family life as well as the effects of
families on work performance; and forecasts
future trends with input from all sectors of
society.

The Coalition is staffed by 10 employees who 
support three major initiatives funded by federal 
and private sources including the Maternal and
Child Bureau (DHHS), the Centers for Disease
Control, the Health Care Financing administra­
tion, the Healthy Start program, and the
Metropolitan Life Foundation. HMHB core

network of community-based family counseling activities provide a mechanism for committed 
and support services in North America, serving
more than four million people annually in more
than 1,000 communities with 11,000
professionals and 10,000 volunteers. FSA is
governed by a volunteer Board of Directors

The Family Resource Coalition (FRC) is a 
nationwide, community-based family support
organizations concerned with parenting, child
development, and family issues. FRC seeks to
ensure the growth and improve the quality of
family resource programs providing access to
information and support necessary to strengthen
family and community life and enhance the
health, growth, and development of children;
educate public, government, and corporate
leaders about the needs of families and the way
in which family resource programs can meet 
these needs. FRC provides resource and referral voluntary, government, and nonprofit

organizations with a commitment to improving 
the health of women, children, and families
through collaborative activities and shared 
resources.



.The National Safety Council/National Lead

use in dealing with the critical issues that 
impact their daily lives and the nation’s future.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
FOR CHILDREN
NATIONAL RESOURCE CENTER

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CENTER OF 
THE NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL

center’s educating/outreach activities involves 
targeted community-based efforts to reduce 
lead-related risks among high-risk populations.

injury prevention programs and ensure that 
emergency care providers have the right 
training and equipment to address the special 
needs of children.

The Institute conducts policy research on a broad 
range of issues related to the changing 
demographics of the workforce and operates a 
national clearinghouse on work and family life. 
It serves decision-makers from all sectors of

The National Lead Information Center has three 
primary activities: a national toll-free hotline; an 
information clearinghouse; and, focused 
education/outreach activities. The hotline provides 
callers with a packet of easy-to-understand

In 1992, the Environmental Health Center of the 
National Safety Council established the National 
Lead Information Center under a cooperative 
agreement with the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) with support from four federal 
agencies—EPA, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, and the Department of Defense.

EMSC projects are committed to working with FAMILIES AND WORK INSTITUTE 
local organizations and agencies to increase
public awareness, implement community-based The Families and Work Institute is a non-profit 

research and planning organization committed to 
developing new approaches for balancing the 
changing needs of America’s families with the 
continuing need for workplace productivity.

To address these issues, a special Emergency
Medical Services for Children (EMSC)
program was established. A growing number
of states across the nation are enhancing their
system of emergency medical services to meet materials about lead poisoning prevention. The 
the special needs of children. As a result of clearinghouse provides information on how to most 
program funding, states have identified goals to effectively manage, avoid and, if necessary, 
address injury prevention, pre-hospital services, mitigate potential lead-related health risks. The 
pediatric emergency care and rehabilitation
with the ultimate objective to reduce pediatric
death and disability.

In 1985, the U.S. Congress authorized a
demonstration program known as Emergency
Medical Services for Children, designed to
reduce the toll of pediatric emergencies on the
nation’s children and families. Leading types
of emergencies children experience are injury
and respiratory illness. Critically ill and injured Information Center’s lead-related activities include 
children require vastly different care than co-sponsorship, with EPA, of a national education
adults. The appropriate equipment and supplies campaign intended to raise public awareness about 
needed to care for seriously ill and injured lead poisoning and prevention, stressing simple
children are often lacking in ambulances and in steps parents can take to protect their children. The 
hospitals. In addition, pediatric emergency campaign features a series of television, radio, and 
training for many health professionals has been print public service announcements, 
inadequate.
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checklist.

PARENTS ANONYMOUS

The National Committee for the Prevention of

READING IS FUNDAMENTAL

all its forms. Activities of this Chicago-based 
organization include research, training, and 
technical assistance, publishing educational 
materials and the distribution of a national media 
campaign.

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH
WOMEN

NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE
PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE

Reading is Fundamental (RIF) is a national 
nonprofit organization that works for literacy 
where it begins-with America’s children and 
families. Founded in 1966 by Mrs. Robert 
McNamara, RIF is now the nation’s largest 
children’s literacy organization, serving some 3.4 
million children annually.

conducted at more than 16,000 sites, including 
schools, libraries, community centers, migrant 
worker camps, shelters, hospitals—wherever there 
are children.

RIF involves children in reading-related activities 
and enables them to choose books to own—more 
than 141 million to date—at no cost to them or

National Council of Jewish Women sponsors 
programs of education, social action, and 
community service for youth, the elderly, and 
women. Aims to improve the quality of life for 
individuals of all ages, races, religions, and 
socioeconomic levels.

The Campaign focuses much of its energy The National Parent Teacher Association is made
annually on National SAFE KIDS Week, up of parents, teachers, students, principals,
observed in May. In 1995, National SAFE KIDS administrators, and others interested in uniting 
Week, May 6-13, will feature an extensive family the forces of home, school, and community on 
safety initiative, working closely with elementary behalf of children and youth. PTA works for 
schools nationwide to disseminate a family safety legislation benefitting children and youth through 

the Office of Governmental Relations in 
Washington, DC.

Parents Anonymous (PA) works for the
Child Abuse (NCPCA) is a national not-for-profit prevention and treatment of child abuse. PA 

believes that “parenting falls on a continuum and 
that parents should not be labeled as good, bad,

RIF reaches America’s young people through a
grassroots network of community;£>ased projects

NATIONAL HEAD START ASSOCIATION in a11 50 states’the District of Columbia, Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Guam. RIF serves

The National Head Start Association upgrades the young readers through some 5,000 local projects 
quality and quantity of Head Start Program
services and integrates the activities of the four
divisions to present cohesive policies, positions,
and statements. NHSA conducts seminars and
training sessions in early childhood education.

organization with a focus on preventing child
abuse before it occurs. NCPCA’s mission is a
nationwide commitment to prevent child abuse in abusive, or non-abusive, ’but rather that all 

parents will experience problems at some time in 
their parenting careers, and all parents are
deserving of help.”

and individuals to take action to protect kids from NATIONAL PARENT TEACHER 
this killer. ASSOCIATION



UNITED WAY OF AMERICA

YMCA OF THE USA

ZERO TO THREE
NATIONAL CENTER FOR CLINICAL
INFANT PROGRAMS

Zero To Three/National Center for Clinical Infant 
Programs is the only national non-profit 
organization dedicated solely to improving the 
chances for healthy physical, cognitive and social 
development of infants, toddlers, and their families. 
Through Zero To Three, policymakers, parents, 
researchers and professionals, representing a 
multitude of disciplines, share their expertise. 
They communicate their concerns and experiences 
in a variety of publications, training and technical 
assistance activities, and during the National 
Training Institute.

There are 2,100 local United Way 
organizations in the U.S. United Way of 
America (UWA) provides national, regional, 
and local program support and consulting to 
United Ways in the areas of fundraising, 
budgeting, management, fund distribution, 
planning, and communications. UWA assists 
in fundraising by cultivating increased 
corporate giving by selected companies 
through the National Corporate Leadership 
Program. UWA administers staff and 
volunteer development training through the 
National Academy for Voluntarism.

their families. More than 166,000 Americans 
volunteer their time to RIF each year.

youth sports activities, aquatics instruction, 
camping, parent-child programs, child care, world 
service work, and counseling. YMCA works to 
address a diversity of social issues through 
innovative programs in juvenile justice, 
international exchange, job training, refugee 
settlement, day care for the elderly, and classes for 
people with disabilities. Each YMCA functions 
independently to meet the needs of the community 
it serves.

YMCA is a volunteer movement character­
ized by local program control designed to 
meet the community needs of people of all 
ages, races, religions, abilities, and incomes. 
Current focus is on strengthening families 
developing youth leadership, increasing inter­
national understanding, promoting good health, 
and assisting in community development. 
YMCA provides group activities, facilities for 
physical and health education and training, 



NATIONAL SAFE KIDS CAMPAIGN

with parental choice that is accessible to all 
families. Its mission is to exercise national 
leadership to build such a system and to promote 
growth and development of quality resource and 
referral services.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS AND 
RELATED INSTITUTIONS

Founded in 1968 by 25 children’s hospitals as a 
nonprofit voluntary association, NACHRI’s 
purpose is to create a community of institutions 
whose staffs pilot and share strategies for 
improving medical care for children and 
overcoming barriers to care.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CHILD 
CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL
AGENCIES

Ongoing efforts of the Campaign include: 
passing child safety legislation and regulation on 
a national, state and local level; improving 
access to safety products for low-income 
families; enhancing injury prevention data 
collection; raising awareness of the problem 
through the media, schools and other 
organizations, and empowering organizations 

The National SAFE KIDS Campaign is the first 
and only nationwide organization dedicated to 
preventing unintentional injuries—the leading 
killer of kids. These co-called "accidents" 
account for more that 7,000 deaths and 50,000 
permanent disabilities to children up to the age 
of 14. A program of Children’s National 
Medical Center, the Campaign works with its 
160 state and local SAFE KIDS Coalitions to 
combat the major injury risks to children, 
including traffic crashes, bums, drownings, and 
near drownings, choking, poisoning, and falls. 
Typically led by a health department or hospital, 
SAFE KIDS Coalitions pull together diverse 
community groups, including Kiwanis clubs, to 
work collaboratively on child safety projects.

NACHRI’s 130-plus members look to the 
association for collective activities that address 
their interest in the articulation of the 
improvement in the institution-based provision of 
child health services. This includes the resources 
available for ensuring children’s access to care 
and children’s hospitals’ continuing ability to 
provide services needed by children.

NACHRI’s primary roles are advocacy on behalf 
of children’s health and caregivers, the collection 
and publication of related information, research, 
education and increasing professional 
relationships among its members. The association 
maintains an active data base for its member 
hospitals’ use.

The National Association for the Education of 
The National Association of Child Care Resource Young Children (NAEYC) is a non-profit 
and Referral Agencies supports community-based professional organization of nearly 90,000 
child care resource and referral agencies that members dedicated to improving the quality of
promote a diverse, high quality child care system care and education provided to our nation’s 

young children. NAEYC hosts the largest 
educational conference in the country. In
addition, the Association publishes a bi-monthly 
journal, Young Children, and an extensive array 
of brochures, books, videotapes, and posters.
The Week of the Young Child is an annual
celebration in April sponsored by NAEYC since 
1971. The purpose of the week is to focus 
public attention on the needs of young children 
and their families and to support the programs

The National Association of Children’s Hospitals and services that meet those needs, 
and Related Institutions (NACHRI) is the only
national organization of children’s hospitals in
the country.



LA LECHE LEAGUE INTERNATIONAL

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL

CHILD ADVOCATES
A All IV/111 ill V/W111A11VA11ALJ-OUppVl IHVUlVai

care has been extremely successful. In addition to The National Association of Child Advocates
works for safety, security, health, and education

MARCH OF DIMES
BIRTH DEFECTS FOUNDATION

KIWANIS PEDIATRIC TRAUMA 
INSTITUTE

The Kiwanis International Board has made an 
ongoing commitment to Young Children:
Priority One and it urges all clubs to support 
this program. By working together on the needs 
of young children, Kiwanis clubs can have a 
powerful effect.

League Leaders) conduct approximately 2,000 
mother support groups and counsel women on a 
one-to-one basis. Over 100,000 women are 
reached monthly by LLLPs unique model of 
breast-feeding support.

conferences, publications, and a quarterly 
newsletter, which is especially important in 
linking federal and state groups in the public and 
private sector.

Founded by President Franklin D. Roosevelt as 
the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, 
the March of Dimes promotes prevention of birth 
defects by focusing on maternal and child health 
issues including low birthweight, infant 
mortality, prenatal care, and maternal substance 
abuse. MDBDF offers public and professional 
health education and community service 
programs to improve maternal and newborn 
health. It works with other national and local 
organizations to initiate and implement 
community programs of prenatal care, education, 
and service.

In 1980, the Kiwanis Foundation of New England
and the New England Medical Center created the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
Kiwanis Pediatric Trauma Institute in Boston.
This experiment in community-supported medical 

La Leche League International (LLLI), active in 
60 countries and with 50,000 members around 
the world, is a nongovernmental volunteer 
organization dedicated to helping mothers 
worldwide to breast-feed through

As an international service organization, Kiwanis mother-to-mother support. More than 6,500 
International has local clubs representing business accredited breast-feeding counselors (La Leche 
and professional individuals in 83 countries and
geographic regions. Kiwanis sponsors Young
Children:Priority One, a service program to
benefit children up to age five.

improving outcomes for child accident victims, 
the Institute has developed far-reaching programs f°r America’s children by building and 

supporting state and community based, 
multi-issue, independent child advocacy
organizations. NACA serves as the hub of
information exchange among these organizations 
and provides technical assistance on

in education, research and public information.
Both founding groups are so pleased with the
result that they have renewed their commitment
far into the future. In addition to improved
trauma outcome in the New England states, the
Institute recognizes a responsibility to share what organizational development, effective public 
it has learned with others. policy strategies, and substantive issues affecting

children.

Young Children.-Priority One was launched in 
October of 1990. Since that time, more than 
5,000 Kiwanis clubs around the world have 
developed projects to help young children, 
investing an estimated $63 million and 6 million 
hours.
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By 1aducing access to both financial assistance and unemployment 
comt�nsation, and at the same time reducing the availability of 
sup1ort services, the Reagan/Bush Administrations created 
inc1eased child poverty and greater de�elopmental risks for 
chiJdren: 

♦ CJ,anges were made to AFDC eligibility (eligibility requirements
wer,: narrowed, throwing children off the rolls) at the same time
tha1: states were cutting benefit levels, resulting in a real

dee: ine in the value of cash assistance (not just inflation).

• B ock granting of the Federal Title XX program into the Social
ser.-ices Block Grant -- reducing and capping the dollars for
the:e services created a decrease in the availability of child
car i and other key family support services and community-based
pre:ention services critical to children and the elderly; a
spe:;ial fund for staff training was eliminated as were reporting
req.lirements; consequently, it is hard to trace exactly how the
dec.ine in funding affected services. (advoactes involved in
try ·�ng to stop this "7ere: CDF, CWLA, NASW, AARP, Catholic
Cha1:-ities).

• 111e Reagan Administration did not cut the Head Start budget.
Ho�r!ver, meager funding increases (not even adequately offsetting
the impact of inflation) and precipitous policy decisions served
to •?rode the quality of the program. The Administration
cor,:luded that more children could effectively be served without
an increase in resources and also dismantled the training and
technical assistance component of the program with no assurance
thct the activites would continue at the same level.

EfJorts that were successfully stopped by advocates and others: 

• ]'epeal of P. L. 96-272 (Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare
Ac1: of 1980) which would have reduced child welfare prevention,
an< I family reunification services and adoption subsidies.
(a, tive in stopping this repeal were CDF, CWLA, NASW)

• l•.epeal of the Education for all Handicapped Children Act (P.L.
94 •142 enacted in 1975) which (active in stopping this repeal
we ·e the Council for Exceptional Children and a range of
di :ability advocacy groups)
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♦ •i•rhey tried to make ketchup a vegetable" -- downgrading the
sct�ol lunch nutrition requirements (active in stopping this were
Ftu: and the anti-hunger lobby)

♦ 1.·ttempts by the Reagan Acmin. to cut WIC and Food Stamps were
stc?ped by Congress with the strong support of a diverse group of
ad��cates (State hunger coalitions, FRAC, Bread for the World,
AmE�ican Academy of Pediatrics, March of Dimes •.• )

Rec; •;ran /Bush activity resulted in the development of some stong 
anc powerful alliances and coalitions among advocates that had 
not traditionally worked together. Religious community, 
mecical/health, elderly, education, welfare, all came together to 
prctect families. 

on, of the arguments that the Reagan Administration advanced was 
that states and private charities would pick up the slack. The 
fac·:s suggest that this did not occur; many states cut benefits, 
die not add state dollars to expand the resources. 

While the actions in these years put kids and families at greater 
ri�:c, the Clinton Admin. has made it a priority to decrease the 
ris'.{s and invest in ensuring children grow up healthy: 

• l :1creased funding for Head Start, Child Care (through the
CCC 3G) , WIC.

♦ 'J Ile success in creating new jobs has increased family
stability, giving more children the ability to grow and develop
sue 1::essfully.

II 
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ta last bulle··. should include our collaborative work with the Maternal and 
Child Health Bureau on health and safety in child care settings, building on 
the work of ::he American Public Health Association 

Here are som·! suggested talking points that we can use in response to the 
child care s J:udy: 

o We are •rery concerned about the quality ot child care as

reporte 1! by this and other recent studies.

o We bell •ave that states must have adequate resources
to make critical quality improvements including
the triining and support of staff and improving
child Etaff ratio and to ensure consUlller education.

o We alsc• think it is critical that states set
adequa1e standards to ensure the healthy
develoJ ,ment of children in child care.

o This s: tuation is particularly important as we
move ti reform the welfare system and put more and
:more cJ :.ildren into the care of others.

o We are addressing this issue by:

- In ::reasing funds for child care in the FY 96
bu ·tget, part of which can be used for quality

- Pr ·>posing new regulations to give states added
fl ?Xibility to pay for quality.

- Pr,viding technical assistance to states to
in?rove the quality of care.
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PRESIDENT CLINTON, KIWANIS CAMPAIGN

TO GET CHILDREN IMMUNIZED BY AGE 2

This time it's not forPresident Bill Clinton is campaigning again.

political office, but to support Kiwanis efforts to ensure that children get

the Clinton administration.

Arthur D. Swanberg of Dallas, Texas.

television spots, billboards, posters, and print ads featuring the President

Yet, according

less than half the children under 2 years old are fully immunized against

polio, diphtheria, measles, mumps, and several other vaccine-preventable

diseases.

of a public awareness campaign conducted by Kiwanis clubs across the

United States. Now the President is combining forces with the service club to

achieve their common goal.

"I am very pleased that President Clinton has agreed to lend his voice to 

this Kiwanis public service campaign," says Kiwanis International President

"The campaign now includes new

and messages supporting the need to fully immunize children by age 2.

Contagious childhood diseases can be dangerous, even fatal.

For further information contact David L. Blackmer, Public Relations Director

KIWANIS INTERNATIONAL • 3636 Woodview Trace. Indianapolis. IN 46268 • 317/875-8755 • TELEX/TWX: 810-341-3471

"All Their Shots, While They're Tots."

Achieving full immunization of America’s young children is a priority of

For the past year, it has also been the subject

to studies by the Centers for Disease Control, in some urban neighborhoods
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"We all wantIn the new 30-second broadcast spot, President Clinton says:

the best for our children. If you have a preschool child, one of the best

things you can do is to make sure he or she is fully immunized. Complications

from measles, mumps, whooping cough, and other childhood diseases can be

Yet many children don't have the protection they need.severe, even deadly.

Children need all theirImmunize every child by age 2.Please don't delay.

shots, while they're tots."

Many parents don't realize how important proper immunization is for small 

children, so Kiwanis International designed this public education initiative

The campaign is built around the slogan, "All Their Shots, Whilelast year.

They're Tots," to emphasize the point that children should be fully immunized 

by age 2.

This slogan and additional information is featured on billboards and 

posters, radio and television spot announcements, and public-service ads for

In addition, payroll inserts and postage metermagazines and newspapers.

A 14-minute videotape on immunizationimprints can be provided to businesses.

of young children is available for play in physician and clinic waiting rooms.

"Now, the addition of broadcast spots, print ads, and a billboard featuring

President Clinton means a dramatic expansion of this public service

"Thanks to the President's participation, manyinitiative," says Swanberg.

more broadcasting stations, newspapers and magazines, and outdoor advertising 

companies will donate airtime or space for this important message."
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Bill Clinton: Charities’ New Spokesman?
I le plans lots of public-service ads to help sell priority programs; non-profits have mixed feelings about collaboration
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spokesman for a Kiwanls campaign 
to promote Immunization of children.

Some Charities Pleased; Others Wary

Non-profit officials have had a mixed reaction to the 

White House’s expression of interest in collaborating 

with chanties.

Some say they are pleased, noting that the Presi­

dent's prestige can immediately raise the visibility of a 

charity. Mr. Clinton, they say, does an especially good 

job of making a pitch. "He has this incredibly rare 

ability to communicate in an intimate way," says Jay A. 

Winsten, director of the Harvard University Alcohol 

Project, which helps produce public-service advertise­

ments to combat drunk driving.

"His ability to make human contact makes him an 

extremely effective and powerful teacher," says Mr. 

Winsten. who recently received a $108,000 grant from 

the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to help non-prof- 

Continued on Page 26
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ment in partisan politics. Mr. Eller says there are many 

legal ways for the White House and non-profit groups to 

work together.
"Good politics and good policy don’t necessarily 

have to go apart." says Mr. Eller. "And all politics 

doesn't have to be partisan."

'i;--

rs

Mr. Eller’s office has already developed a reputation 

for innovative communications. In a break with the 

strategy of previous Administrations, the Clinton White 

House is relying more on local newspapers and televi­

sion stations, and is using new technologies, such as 

computer networks, to disseminate the President's 

messages.
Says Eva Kasten, senior vice-president of the Adver­

tising Council: "This is a very media-savvy Administra­

tion. They may be more cognizant of the power of these 

messages than previous Administrations." The Adver­

tising Council last year coordinated $ 1.2-billion worth 

of donated advertising on behalf of non-profit groups 

and other causes.

White House officials concede that their plans to 

work closely with non-profit groups are linked, in part, 

to efforts to sell the President's policy proposals to the 

public. For example, the White House hopes that pub­

lic-service messages involving President Clinton and 

non-profit orgamzations can be used to promote the 

Administration’s efforts to revamp the health-care sys­

tem and pass a national-service program for young peo­

ple.

Even though charities are prohibited from involve-

Ft

Children need 

all their shots 
while they’re tots

President Bill Clinton

A public service sponsored by your local Klwanls club.

£

“There are a lot of opportunttiea 1 
out there for the non-profit | j _ 

community and the White House I 
to get together on Issues of mutual 

Interest,'' says the White House's 
Jeff Bier (above). One recent 

example: BID Clinton served as 1
I

IKS

Washington 
n between deliberations over what to do about 

Bosnia, the economy, and health-care reform. 

President Clinton went in front of television cam­

eras last month to plead with parents to make sure

their kids have been vaccinated against dangerous dis­

eases.
"Children need all their shots while they’re tots." he 

said.

If that line sounds like it was from a script, it was. 

Kiwams International wrote it and persuaded the Presi- 

uent to deliver the message as part of a large-scale 

publicity campaign to provide immunizations for all 

children.

The President taped a public-service announcement 

that can be broadcast on television and radio and posed 

‘or pictures that will be used by the Kiwanis group in a 

wide array of printed materials, from billboards to pay- 

. oll inserts.
The White House says that it hopes in the next few 

months to collaborate with many more non-profits on 

public-service messages like the Kiwanis one. Some 

observers say they expect President Clinton to work 

more closely with non-profits on television advertise­

ments than his predecessors did. He is said to be espe­

cially likely to be more receptive to small, local groups 

than were previous White House occupants.

"There are a lot of opportunities out there for the 

non-profit community and the White House to get to­

gether on issues of mutual interest.” says Jeff Eller, 

direc or of the White House media-affairs office.

Many other Presidents have helped charities with 

public-service announcements and widely publicized 

meetings in the Oval Office. However, some observers 

expect the new Administration to be more interested 

than others in using non-profit groups to carry the Presi­

dent s message to the w idest possible audience.
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sage, lhey were very enthusias- 

lic." he says.
Kiwams intends to:
► Give videotapes of the Presi­

dent's message to the three major 
television networks and many ca- 
ble-Tv networks.
► Provide a satellite broadcast 

of the audio message to 2.300 radio 
stations, which can tape the mes­
sage for local broadcasts.
► Ask its local affiliates to help 

promote the President's message. 
The national Kiwams office will 
send 100 videotapes to club mem­
bers. who will deliver the tapes to 
local television stations for broad­
cast. In addition, print advertise­
ments will be delivered to local 
magazines and newspapers by club 

members across the country.
Kiwams officials insist that the 

group's campaign had nothing to 
do with President Clinton's request 
to Congress to provide $l-billion to 

insure that all children have access 
to vaccinations. They say lhey 
suggested the public-service an­
nouncement to Mr. Clinton last 
November, long before he an­
nounced his proposal.

"This has nothing to do with that 
program,” says Mr. Blackmer. 
"The mam problem is not a lack of 
money; it's a lack of public educa­

tion."

Invohmmant In Local Effort

Charity officials say President 
Clinton's interest in working with 
local groups was evident from his 
work with the National Easter Seal 
Society's annual telethon. In Feb­
ruary. he taped a message that was 
broadcast at the beginning of the 
telethon. Mr. Clinton also taped a 
message for the Arkansas Easter 
Seal Society, in which he shared 
his recollections of a time that the 
society helped a friend of the Clin­

ton family.
Advertising experts say that it's 

unusual for a President to get in­
volved in such local efforts. How­
ever. they say that it might be very 
beneficial for chanty because pub­
lic-service ads for local groups are 
more likely to be broadcast than 

are ads for national organizations 
"A huge amount ol donated lime 

comes from local media outlets." 

says Ms Kasten of the Advertising 
Council "And they are most re­
ceptive to messages that speak spe- 
t ifit ;tlh !•» ihftf . fHiitHnnih •

Continued from Page 25 
it groups get their public-service 
announcements placed on local 

television stations.
Others are more lukewarm, say­

ing that chanties could mn into 
trouble if they are viewed as too 
closely allied with the While 

House.
Gary Bass, executive director of 

omb Watch, a Washington-based 
group that monitors the White 

House's Office of Management 
and Budget, warns that chanties 
could become entangled in political 
disputes if they are not careful 
“Do you ever want to be linked 
with the Administration?" he asks 
"Well, sometimes it's good and 
sometimes it's not so good."

Another problem could develop 
if President Clinton takes on 
loo many causes, observers say 
“There's a tremendous opportuni­
ty for more cooperation, but there 
is a saturation level." says Ms. 

Kasten.

CIum to Enlisting Whtta House

So far. the Clinton Administra­
tion has done only a handful of 
public-service announcements for 
non-profit groups. But those ef­
forts can offer other chanties valu­
able lessons in successfully ap­
proaching the While House for 

support.
White House officials cite the 

Kiwanis campaign as an example 
of one that met their needs. It dealt 
with an issue the President wants 
to promote: making parents more 
aware that they must take an active 
role in getting their children inocu­
lated against disease. In addition, 
the President is pressing Congress 
to increase federal spending to give 
poor kids vaccinations. Another 
selling point: The organization had 
prepared an elaborate strategy for 
distributing the ads and other mate­
rials. so it seems likely that a broad 
range of people will see it—and Mr 

Clinton.
David L. Blackmer. director of 

public relations al Kiwanis Inter­
national. says the Kiwanis' ability 
to deliver the public-service 
announcement through its 6.7(X) 
clubs and 2<»4.tXH> members in the 
United Stales made the organiza­
tion's request particularly appeal­

ing to the White House.
"When we offered them a grass­

roots effort lo promote the mes

Clinton Is Said Willing to Work 
With Charities on Advertisements



EVERY CHILD BY TWO
The Carter/Bumpers Campaign for Early Immunization

to you.

Co-Founders

(Washington. D.C.) -- Joint D. Cuny, Executive Vice President of Anthem Health, was recently

Mr. Cuny has been an active supporter for events involving children, especially the national 

(more)

705 8th Street, SE • Washington, DC 20003 • 202-544-0808

0

honored at a dinner in the nation's capital for his work on behalf of childhood immunization. 

Mr. Cuny was hosting the dinner to honor Fonner First Lady Rosalynn Carter and Betty

Cuny and Anthem Health, with appreciation from Rosalynn Carter and Betty Bumpers, in 

recognition for action to immunize America's children."

initiative to immunize all children by the time they reach age two.

Mr. Cuny recently helped lead a multi-state educational outreach program on behalf ot childhood

Anthem Health's John Cuny
receives award for immunization efforts

He was
President's Childhood Immunization Initiative.

Rosalynn Carter 
Betty F. Bumpers

OilfigtQI

Linda R. Talbott

Shots by
age.two it 

they’re 
important

immunization, participating in programs in Texas, Georgia, Florida, Indiana, and the District ot 

Columbia.

recently invited to the White House by President Bill Clinton to attend the signing of the

Bumpers, wife of Senator Dale Bumpers, the co-founders of the Every Child By Two Childhood 
Immunization Program. He was surprised when, in his role as emcee, he was also honored by 

Mrs. Carter and Mrs. Bumpers.

He received a plaque which reads: "Immunization Partners Make A Difference, presented to John



H

For further infonnation: 
.Aim Blackmer. (317) 259-4211

Anthem Health is the insurer of health benefits for recipients across the country including a 

consortium of health maintenance organizations.

He has also been honored this year with the Sagamore of the \\ abash by Indiana State Health 
Commissioner Dr. John C. Bailey, as well as the Red Boot Award by Dr. David Smith. 
Commissioner of the Texas Department of Health. Both awards were presented tor his leadership 

in creating a public private partnership to deal with the urgent need to immunize American 

youngsters.

Cuny Aw ard 
page two
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Anthem Health's John Cuny named 

to Audrey Hepburn Hollywood for Children Foundation 

(New York, N. Y.) -- JolUl D. Cuny, Executi\'e \"ice Presic.knt of Anthem Health, has been 

appointed to the board of ud\'isors of the Audrey Hepbum Hollywood for Children Foundation, 
according to an announcement by Sean Hep bum Ferrer, son of the late actress. 

�lr. Cuny has been an acti\'e supporter for e\'ents in\'olving children. especially the national 
initiative to immunize all d1ildren by the time they reach age two. 

:\Ir. Cuny recently helped lead a multi-state educational outreach program on behalf of childhood 
immunization, participating in programs in Texas, Georgia, Florida, Indiana. and the District of 

Columbia. 

His efforts were recognized in Washington, D.C., at a December 12 dinner honoring Former First 

Lady Rosalynn Carter and Betty Bumpers, wife of Senator Dale Bumpers, the co- founders of the 
Every Child By Two program. Mr. Cuny was presented with an award from Every Child By 

Two, in recognition of his work as a leader in the private sector to impro\·e health care for 
children. 

The Audrey Hepburn Hollywood for Children Foundation is a not-for-profit organization created 

to continue the work of the late actress. Audrey Hep bum was deeply committed to worldwide 

relief efforts for children. The Foundation's mission is to raise public consciousness and funds for 
children's causes throughout the world. 

The Hollywood for Children Foundation uses a variety of special e\'ents. working especially with 
members of the entc:rtaitunent community, to meet the needs of children from Rwanda. Bosnia, 

and Somalia, as well as Washington, D.C., and Los Angdes. 

The foundation serves as an umbrella organization, chatU1eling money to \'arious groups to meet 
the needs of those children who ar.: suffering most. 

(more) 

HOLLYWOOD FOR CHILDREN 

4 east 12th street n.y. n.y. 10003 

p: 212 • 243 • 5264 f: 212 • 807 • 0201 



Hollywood for Children 
page two

For further information: 
.Aim Blackmer. (317) 259-4211

John Cuny was recently invited to the White House by President Bill Clinton to attend the signing 

of the President's Childhood Immunization Initiative.

.Anthem Health is the insurer of health benefits for recipients across the country including a 

consortium of health maintenance organizations.

"Mr. Cuny brings to the board the involvement of the private sector." said Rose Ganuzza. 
Executive Director of Hollywood for Children. "He and his company. .Anthem Health, continue 
to demonstrate a willingness to help children by virtue of the work being done on a national basis 

to have all children immunized by age two."

He has also been honored this year with the Sagamore of the Wabash by Indiana State Health 
Commissioner Dr. John C. Bailey, as well as the Red Boot Award by Dr. David Smith. 
Commissioner of the Texas Department of Health. Both awards were presented for his leadership 
in creating a public/private partnership to deal with the urgent need to immunize .American 

youngsters.

Other members of the Hollywood for Children advisory board include: Oregon' Peck; Frank and 
Kathie Lee Gilford; Nancy Reagan; Paul Newman and Joanne Woodward; Mr. and Mrs. Donald 

J. Trump; and Julia Roberts.

# #



INDIANA:

TEXAS:

FLORIDA:

TEXAS:

Immunization story on how one CEO is providing leadership with an educational 

outreach program in three states to help create a higher community awareness 

Hosted a three day fly around of the State of Texas with Former 
First Lady Rosalynn Carter and Mrs. Betty Bumpers on March 21/23, 
1994 when they visited Houston, Laredo, Fort Worth and Austin. In 
each city they visited clinics. On the final night of the tour, Mr. 
Cuny hosted a reception at the Governor's Mansion with Governor 
Richards, and then a special dinner at the Four Seasons Hotel.

Hosted Duval County launch in Jacksonville on January 13, 1994 with 
over 75 local, county and state officials in attendance. Program 
was run by the Kiwanis Clubs of Jacksonville. Posted over 40 
billboards throughout the city to tie-in with the launch, 
(see sample billboard copy, Shots for two, good for you!)

Mr. Cuny is planning other regional events in the Southeast 

during 1994.

Hosted a reception for the Texas Immunization Action Plan coalition 
team at the Texas Governor's Mansion on October 21, 1993.

on the need to immunize every child by age two.

Mr. John D. Cuny, President & CEO, Acordia Benefits of Florida

Hosted Indiana Immunization Action Plan event at the Indiana 
University Conference Center in Indianapolis. Mr. Cuny was one 
of the speakers and encouraged other corporations to step forward 
and lend a hand to the immunization cause. His company, Anthem 
Health Plan includes immunization in all health policy 

presentations.
This event was held on February 15, 1993.

Hosted an "Every Child By Two" Immunization meeting in Indianapolis 
with Former First Lady Rosalynn Carter and Betty Bumpers in 
attendance. Mrs. Carter presented Mr. Cuny with a citation award 
for his leadership role in sponsoring educational outreach programs 
in three states. This event was held on Monday, April 12, 1993.

Hosted an educational outreach program for the IAP members the 
following day at the Four Seasons Hotel in Austin. Governor 
Ann Richards was one of the featured speakers, as was Mr. Cuny.

Posted over 41 billboards throughout the city during the kickoff 
campaign. Printed over 5,000 posters with the slogan, "Shots Across 
Texas" immunize your little Texans by age 2" that were distributed 
throughout the state by local Kiwanis clubs.

The poster was also used as the back page of the Texas Kiwanis 

bulletin publication.
(See billboard copy, The Immunize of Texas, Shots across Texas, 
Immunize your little Texan by two.)



GEORGIA:

INDIANA

Childhood Inmiunization Initiative

National Immunization Conference, Charlotte, North Carolina June 12, 1994

Washington, DC

FLORIDA:

On December 12, 1994, Mr. Cuny will host a reception/dinner in 
honor of the Every Child by Two Advisory Board.

Tampa, Florida
Mr. Cuny and his company plan to host the launch of the Healthy 
Start Immunization program sometime in the Spring of '95.

Mr. Cuny hosted Tribute Dinner on April 14, 1994 for Former 
First Lady Rosalynn Carter and Betty Bumpers, wife of U.S. Senator 
Dale Bumpers at the Carter Center in Atlanta. The "Shots for Tots" 
8' billboard was prominently featured. Georgia Kiwanians were 
invited to attend. Past International Kiwanis President Mark Smith 
attended and Kiwanis Governor-elect Rome 0. Stephens gave the 
invocation.

David Satcher, M.D. Director of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention was one of the special guests along with Mrs. Carter 
and Mrs. Bumpers. Other special guests included William H. Foege, 
Executive Director of the Task Force for Child Survival and 
Development at the Carter Center.

During the National Immunization Conference on Immunization, Mr. 
Cuny was one of the speakers to discuss the public/private 
sector partnerships. He urged other corporations to step forward 
and lend a hand to help with the educational outreach program of 
creating a higher awareness on the need to immunize every child 
by age two.

Jacksonville Shots by Two Anniversary
Mr. Cuny and his company, Acordia, Inc. of Florida and Anthem 
Health plan to host an anniversary celebration of the Shots by 
Two program on January 12. 1995.

President Bill Clinton invited Mr. Cuny to attend the signing of 
the President's Childhood Immunization Initiative April 20, 1994 
held in the White House Rose Garden.

Hosted an annual National Immunization Week event in Ft. Wayne 
on April 21, 1994. John C. Bailey, M.D. Director of Indiana State 
Board of Health presented Mr. Cuny with a Sagamore of. the Wabash 
citation for his leadership role in the Indiana Immunization Action 
Plan.



Mr. Cuny is a member of the Kiwanis Club of Jacksonville, Flordia.

Mr. Cuny was recently honored as one of the top under 40 executives by the 
Indianapolis Business Journal, serves as a member of the American Heart 
Association Board of Directors of Marion county, Tri-County Mental Health 
Foundation and is a member of the Every Child by Two Immunization Campaign 
advisory committee. Mr. Cuny was the recipient of the first Red Boot Award 
presented by the Texas Department of Health for his leadership role in the 
private/public sector Immunization campaign.
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vidps further context far understanding the 

violence that now engulfs millions of our to
I

in iheii neighborhood after dark.

Earlier in the year, a poll for the Harvard
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percent of parents of children younger than 
{18 said they own a gun, among those par- • 

>, only 43 percent reported that they keep 
r' gun locked up, a sobering revelation.

co children. In the Neust^ee^CDF poll, 
jiist over half of all the parents surveyed

V 
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* : •

Heighten
Inereasin
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^oun
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fime
(52 percent, with 5 percent undecided) Said 

they favored a federal law banning the cwne 
ship of all handguns, except by individuals 

(with court permission.
■ Thp poll conducted for Harvard indicated 
that guns are present in 42 percent of Ameri­
can home? (a 1993 Gallup poll found that 48

and two-thirds of those in urban areas said'lhcj- 
believe violent crime is on the increase. Overall,' 
only about one-third of the children and parents 
said thjcy feel it is very safe for children to walk 

percent of homes have guns), and two-thirds 
of gun-owning households have at least one 
handgun (25 million households). Forty-feftir

lents, 
{their: - ----- -----------r,-------- -—a---------------------

(makrr|g it less surprising that one in six of the 

{surveyed parents said they know a child who 
{was found playing with a loaded gun.

66 ■

‘ Earlier in the year, a poll for the Harvard 
Schoo^ of Public Health showed that fully 77 

percent of the public had come to believe that 
' mng!people’s safety is threatened "by there 

:ing ^o many guns wound." And for the first 
ime ih a major poll, a majority of Americans 

■ ii. .1 ■,i* <■'1 -
Ithey favored a federal law banning the cwner- 
i , . k n t __ L j J- • j 1

uems jmcrvieweo mougnu jj. wuuio oe eu{>y ;o 
get a gun, and when asked how they would do 
it, 45 percent of the inmates and 53 percent 

of the students said they would "borrow" one 
from family or friends. Fifty-four percent of 
the inmates and 37 percent of the students 
said they would get one "off rhe street.” The 
main reason given for owning or carrying a '
gun was self-protection.

ied Public Concern and 
—ng Access to Guns

I oils taken in 1993 reflected sharpened 
| public anxiety about the threat of violence

I

{ A second panel of academic experts con­
certed by the NEC to examine the broader cir- 
cumstdnceB of adolescents in America con­
clude^ in 1993 that children and youths 

increasingly do not have the resources, sup­
ports, dr opportunities that ate essential to ' 
healthy development and a successful transi­
tion co; adulthood. This second panel’s report,' 
\jndenianding and Preventing Violence, pro-

violenee that now engulfs millions of our teen­
agers (|see Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention 
and Y^urh Development chapter for details).

i ■

The Educational Fund to End Handgun 
Violence (EFEHV) reported differing esti­
mates about where children get guns. School 
security experts and law enforcement offi­
cials, said EFEHV estimate that 80 percent of 
the firearms brought to school each day (esti­
mated to be between 100,000 and 135,000) 
come from home, while students estimate 
that 40 percent of their peers who bring guns 
to school buy them on the street.

Whatever the exact figure, it seems dear 
that adults who keep guns at home for protec­
tion are inadvertently placing their own chil­
dren at greater risk of deadly violence, includ- 

. ing suicide, than families owning no guns. 
Data from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention indicate that 55 percent of sui­
cides among youths ages 10 to 14 and 67 per­
cent of those among 15- to 19-year-oids are 

committed with firearms, while other research 
shows that individuals who commit suicide 
are two-and-one-half times more likely to 
have firearms in their homes than those who 

don’t
The extreme availability of firearms to 

young people in violent neighborhoods was 
confirmed by research released at the end of 
the year by the U.S. Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP). The 

study involved selected samples of rnsde in­
mates in juvenile correctional facilities in Cali­
fornia, New Jersey, Louisiana, and Illinois and 

male students in 10 inner-city public high , 
schools near the eottecrional institutions sur­
veyed. Researchers found that 83 percent of 
the surveyed inmates had possessed guns be­
fore their incarceration, and 22 percent of the 
students possessed a firearm at the time of 
the interview. Most of the inmates and stu- ... 

dents interviewed thought it would be easy to
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Such easy access; ta guns helps explain why. 

youth violence has fecorae so deadly. Adoles­
cents always Have acted rashly but a genera­
tion ago, when feuding teenagers fought with 
their fists, or i^en knives, the consequences 

weren't likely Ito be lethal. Today the same 
rash impulses! often (result -in gunshots and 

death.Teens interviewed after committing kill-

The Media and Viok
ft. rowing public--------

■ children of co:

D

ts, or even faiives, 
likely Ito be lethal, 

rash impulses! often (result in gunshots and 

death.Teens i nterviewed after committing 
ings often are! qtiofed as saying they didn't - 

think about what might happen to them or 
their victims after they pulled 'the trigger; they

I
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r

1;
h

II!-

'W' •

effectiveness of the voluntary rating approach 

was skeptical, however, and some critics 
speculated that it might make the problem 
worse by publicizing particularly violent pro­

gramming.

‘l!

I 

sH

1967 MBS MM 1980

search published by the American Psychological 
Association shows that in 1990 the average 
American child typically had witnessed 8,000 
Emulated murders and more than 100,000 other 
acts of violence on television by the time he or 

she reached the seventh grade.
Congress held several rounds of hearings 

on media violence in 1993, and several law­
makers warned that Congress would consider 
steps to regulate violent content if the enter­
tainment industry failed to do so. Among the 
bills introduced was one to require television 
manufacturers to build sets equipped to allow 

parents to block violent programs. ■
Tn response, four television networks and 

an industry association for video game produc­
ers announced separately that they would in­
stitute warning systems for their products. 
The networks requested and received tan ex­
tension of an earlier exemption from the anti­
trust laws granted to the industry in 1990 to 
allow them to act in conceit to develop a vio-

During the 1080s’the j 

! i
■ proportion ot hanpeides 

among young Black

males that involved 

firaafnis increased

substantially. ■
r ‘ ‘

FitwfttHotnkMM n afttcenr ofTmJHoffliridcs, 
BhckMdw Ag« lfr-24,197tM9?0
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violence on te^evisioh and in video games. Thirty lence rating system- General reaction to the 
r i-li. _ _uj rtf t+ir vnlnntarv raring aoDroac

[th experts! has created 

yidence —+ from both t
life studies—jthat exposure to media violence is 
associated with increased aggression, desentitira-

■ I

!I
II
I

iI
!

i
i

were simply looking for a quick solution to 

theft problem. ‘Technological innovations in 
handguns also have;contributed to the car­
nage, with greater firepower at lower cost’ 
making them [ever more deadly.

: i

olence
: -worry about the effect on 

_ _____ of continuous exposure to simu­
lated violence [in the media stimulated 
new efforts injl993 to control excessive

years of studyiby sdcaal scientists and public 
health experts has created a considerable body 
of evidence —)• from both the laboratory and real-
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The positive provisions in the crime bill, 
however, are accompanied by many others 
likely to harm children. One of the most trou- 
bling would require juveniles older than 12 
automatically to be tried as adults when 
charged by federal authorities with murder, at­
tempted murder, or commission with a fire­
arm of armed assault, armed robbery, or aggra­
vated sexual assault. This provision deprives 
prosecutors and judges of any discretion In as­
sessing the maturity of the individual when de­
termining whether a juvenile charged with 

such crimes should be tried as an adult, a step 
unworthy of a civilized nation.

Also of concern is a provision that, would 
make it a federal crime for a juvenile to pos­
sess a handgun or handgun ammunition. Al- , 
though it is imperative to keep guns out of 
children’s hands, creating this new status of­
fense for juveniles (criminalizing behavior 
that is not criminal for adults) and elevating it 
to a federal offense are not the appropriate 

In effect, this provision would punish 
children for adult society's unwillingness to 

curb its wanton gun policies and likely give 
thousands of juveniles federal criminal re­
cords that would undermine their already lim­
ited education and employment prospects. 

In an effort to encourage alternative Sen­
tencing for young first offenders, both the 

House and Senate approved provisions for 
grants to states to expand military-style “boot 
camps.” In some contexts — the Job Corps, 

for example — residential centers offer a posi­
tive experience for many youths, and crearive 
alternative sentencing for young offenders is 
ah important goal, the U.S. General Ac­
counting Office (GAO) issued a report in 
1993 suggesting that boot camps, at least as 
presently constituted, may not be effective in 
r^finring recidivism. Noting that many of the 

more than 50 boot camps operating in 30 • 
states and 10 localities are too new for a con­
clusive evaluation, the GAO reported that dis­
couragingly high rates of participants flunk 
out of these programs and wind up in prison 
or finish the program — typically three to six 
months in length — but still become recidi­

vists.

>

I
: 'r :

Federal Gun and Crime Control

n fl eanwhile, Congress debated and finally 
approved the Brady bill, widely inter- IVI 3 “S" ’^iat la,ym2kers finally

■ ■ ■ are willing to consider gun control as 
one necessary response to the violence epi- 
dettdc. pte law requires a five-werking-day wait­
ing period for handgun purchases to allow state 
police th conduct back^ound checks on would- 

be purchasers. States that conduct checks will re­
ceive finandal assistance from the federal gov- 
fn-nrrn-tit to computerize their criminal records. 

The1 Senate also passed a broad anticrime 
bill arrhe end of 1993, while the House ap- 
proved)several narrower bills. Final legislation 
is likely to be hammered out in conference 
-ommitrfr in early 1994. Although the $22.3 
billion Senate bill contains some worthwhile 
proposals, including a ban on some types of 

■ semiautomatic weapons, money for commu­
nity pbiicing, and promising prevention initia­

tives tajrgettd at high-risk youths, the bill also ' 
Contains provisions that ate unnecessarily pu- 
riitive toward children and ignore the lessons 
df the past several decades regarding effective 
approaches to juvenile justice.

On the positive side, the bill would create 
an Ounce of Prevention Council charged with 
admiii^tering a total of $900 million, over five 

years fe foster healthy child and youth devel­
opment as a means of preventing crime. Some 
Of the fending would be used for after-school 
And summer recreation programs, academic 
enriehiienc efforts, and substance abuse treat- 

rnfpr ajid prevention programs in areas with 
high rates of poverty, crime, and gang activity 
Other funds would provide for Olympic 
■\buth development Centers to house sports 

and recreation programs for children and 

youths; during nonschool hours and for grants 
to stares for youth violence prevention efforts 
such aS conflict resolution programs in 

School? and juvenile court-diversion pro- 
granis.f Such programs are needed in every 
comna^nity to help turn the tide of youth vio­
lence: They offer constructive alternatives to 
street and gang activity and safe environments 
where Children can be children.

. : i . ■ . .
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mally, and who, according to the Bureau of Al­
cohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF), are be­
lieved to be the satiric of many weapons 

bought by cryninals-;
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State Gun and Crime Control Activity 

cates, too, looked at gun control and other : 
legislative means to reduce violence in

■ w 1993. Virginia, a; state traditionally op- 
posed to gun control, surprised the nation 

in January by enacting a law to limit handgun 

sales to one per month per individual to reduce 
gun rrafEddng between Virginia and states with 
tougher gun control laws.

In New Jersey the state legislature passed a : 
ban on assault weapons, then had second 
thoughts and tried to repeal the measure. 
’When Gov. Jim Florio vetoed the repeal, the 
legislature, could nor muster the votes neces­
sary to override the governor's veto. Despite 
speculation, that the governor’s action may 
have hurt his reelection bid, exit polls sug­
gested that taxes, net the weapons ban, were 

the major factor in his defeat.
The Florida legislature reacted to ah appar- • 

ent surge in juvenile crime in 1993, including 
shootings of several tourists, by voting to make 
it illegal for juveniles to possess firearms. This 
and comparable measures approved in Colo-

_______________________________ _____ .■ i

,1

* i«i

, »

tng youth violence, firearm violence, and me­
dia violence — and recommend prevention 
strategies. Representatives from the Justice, 
Health and Human Services, Housing and Ur­
ban Development, Education, Labor, and Ag- 
riculrurc'departtritnrs and the Office of Na­
tional Drug Control Policy ore members.

During the fyrst week bf 1994, Secretary of 
the Treasury Lloyd Bentsen announced a legis­
lative package designed to place firearms deal­
ers under tighter regulatory control. Included 
was a proposal to! increase to $600 a year the
fee for a license cb sell firearms, up from $200 

for a new three-year license and $90 for a 
three-year renewal enacted as part of the 
Brady bill. The increase is intended to reduce
rhe number of gun dealers who operate infer- 

• !

i 
and taanagars idled In

1991 as a result of 

firearm injurias.m- 

cluding homicides;

suicides and accidents.

Homicides, Saicideir, and Acddoml Firetfm DutliM, 

Biitlj dmsugh 19'faBOH, 1991

I< 
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______ ________________
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_____________L, i
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Figure 8.3 Firearm Deaths

A total of 5,356 chiWjert

I 1
I 1.

Other bills introduced in Congress in 1993 
would limit handgun sales to one per month 
per individual, tighten regulations on federal 
gnu dealers, increase the rax on certain types 
of ammunition to as much as 1,000 percent, 
and doubly the current excise tax on firearms 
and earmark the funds for offsetting health 
care costs Associated with gun violence. None 
of these bi^s hadlemerged from committee by 

the end of the year.
On the Executive side, President Clinton 

appointed an interagency task force in 1993

ajoo-

1
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• Provide opportunities for community

[ I hiie gun and. crime control proposalsI

na. Aner dinner- qv

ers get together for %uth Leadership aetivi
V

jut to and work with youths to avert vio-

parents and children gather in the gym for

.pons voluntarily in exchange for cash, toys.:

Bves that pair children in poor high-crime ne^x-

1
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activities as voter registration drives and neigh-

Initiative for children, youths, and families in

Beacons in Whington Heights and the Sooth

: con immunity center was operating in every

the police to get to know the teenagers though

i. ■70

. I

jelp steer children in more positive direcdons.

A jp-— — - --------------

• prevention curricula ttd peer niedin-

IS arc expected to be challenged on

Tiniunity Response: Beacon* 
iathre

• Spt and maintain high expectations and

08:35 ©

ional projects, and community service, contrib- 
iting to their communities through such

video about gun control designed to appeal to 

their peers. _x-i-L ■

: fcu r^imnnity level. Newark City in 1993 Hoi 
conti’rwed to expand its three-ycar-old Beacons uti 

I _ ■ k< « _ _.J____ .JI £LMar1ldlBk <li"+

‘poor drug- and violence-ridden neighborhoods. 
By the end of the year, a safe school-based Bea- 

: con community center was operating in every 
■ school district in the dty. Beacons arc housed 

’•■^ intermediate or elementary schools and are

' iiSS

■ caring adults, including the youths* par-
■ ; exits and other family members.

* • 1

I ,
' ’ . *

I ■ .

service that strengthens youths connec­
tion tb their community and the world of

work.
On a typical day at the Beacon in Central 

Harlem, Beacon staff are at the school early 

in the morning to help students and parents 
with problems before school starts and 

throughout1 the day. After school, youth work­

ers conduct educational enrichment, sports, 
and recreation programs for about 200 chil­

dren. Late in the afternoon, about 30 patents 

arrive to participate in parent support groups, 
then they and others share a “family night” 
dinner with their children fo the school cafete- ■ 

ria. After dinner, between 60 and 80 teenag­
ers get together far Ifouth Leadership activi­

ties, 50 or so patents spend two hours in 
GED preparation classes, and as many as 150 
parents and children gather in the gym far 
African dance classes, aerobics, or martial

’teuth Leadership groups are a part of each 
Beacon. School dropouts, honor students, and 

fanner drug dealers and gang members to­
gether participate in group discussions, etiuca-

Ar the Staten Island Beacon, whith primar- 
ily serves a public housing community Beacon - 
staff organized a basketball program for youths 

and the housing police, allowing the young peo­
ple to See police officers in a different role and 
the police to get to know the teenagers though 

a <h"ted,! positive activity.

redo and proposed in Arizona raised concerns 
sixiular t j those regarding some of the provi­
sions' of the Senate crime bill: they punish chll- ■ 

dren fori society’s failure to control access to 

guns.
• ! Provisions in some state bills that hold par­
ents responsible if their juveniles are caught

L____Tei OD.

days a. week fam early morning tin-

i arid services for children and families. Based 

! z- □ ^youth development” rather than a 
; i “youth deficit” approach, the Beacons: 
! ! • j Increase' opportunities for sustained high

■ j quality relationships between youths and 
I . ' . • i vi-witha*' nftr-

wirh guijis arc expected 
: constitutional grounds. 

I

‘ borhood beautification projects, Thriqs from

Bronx went door-to-door encouragmg parents 
to have their children immunized at•« local 
health fair, ’fcuths in Central Harlem made a

dear standards for youths’ behavior. 
' • Engage young people in leaming about 

their world and developing the skills to 

shape’it. „ .

L
service that strengthens youths’

work.

open seven * , , , .
til lat^ at night to provide a web of activities

' fyouth development” rather than ai

i on a

I

■ tives

riipport, guidance, and encoumgpment
I In a comprehensive response to violence at

sutiilar t j those regarding some of the provj-

■III dominated the national news in 1993, 
■ ■■ many communities aroimd the country
• ■■ continued to develop local activities to,

’Eese lbcd prevention efforts included teaching 

tion skiilf training to children through schools, 

churches and synagogues, and other community- 
organizations; campaigns to get more adults to 

reach dut to and work with youths to avert vio- 
fence -p make their communities safer for ckiiL 

dren; appeals to gun owners to rurti in their 
weapons voluntarily in exchange for cash, toys, 
Ir other consumer goods; and mentoring initia-

borhodds with caring adults who provide extra
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educational ehhjahcement and internship expe-

pital and community dinic.

ial skills, i

• !■

• Opposing punitive measures that dis.- ;

providers. :

ith intending public sentiment for
strong ackons to stop violence, 1994 of-

I

4S5 and despair that engulf
erty and expand opportunities for work ;

I

•»

•v

I

71

t

■ I

men who were stealmg « selling drugs. Wee 
• ’ • >

group co-sponsored by Mothers Against Vio-

i 
I
1

f

the kest chance in decades to take 
ne^j steps to protect- the safety of 

les- Efforts to control and 

proliferation of guns and to

rives (Ld 

erating at

: i
J

, !

2

far tuo many y°unS peop1* are essential.

Advocates hanmAke a difference by:
* Triveting upon a major focus on pre­

vention in’any crime bill approved by 

support key investments such as rhe

Children off To a strong start in life 
: ’I

I

’ i

i

< •

^ave cny-fundcd.LEAP initia-

h--------- ..
ir ii^es. LEAP offers a variety of

1
U

-I
X I 
II 
di

11

. .’i

ithinte

i|ys±;fec^
'.aw bold newi steps to 

i and families- 
senseless proli 

hopelessness

and gjyc thetn alternatives to lives of vio- 1 

lence on the streets. .
• Promoting tough new restrictions on the 

manufacture, side, and possession of as­
sault weapons/handguns, and other 
nonsporting Shearins and ammunition.. 
Call on federal-and state policy makers ; 
to stand up to the National Kifle Associa­
tion and the gun manufacturers’ Lobby In • 
a comprehensive effort to reduce the 
deadliness of violence in America and to ,

a South Brpnx Biacon, LEAP has placed 140 
teens in hdalth internships through a local hos­

pital and community clinic.
The staff at the Washington Heights Bea­

con helped find part-time jobs for 15 young 
men who were stealing or selling drugs. Wee 

a week thejy participate in a peer support 
group co-sponsored by Mothers Against Vio- 
lence, and teccnlly the young men started a 
T-shirt business do develop their entrepreneur­

ial skills, j ■ . '
■ Beacon! centers receive core support 

through the Newj^brk City Department of 
"ibuili Services. Each is managed and staffed 

by a nonprofit community-based organizationby a nonprofit community based organization 
working collaboiitivdy with the community 
school board/school principal, and its own ad­
visory boarid of parents, teachers, youths, tolig-

I

ious leaders, andjprivate and city service

I
I

'. . .
Opportunity To Help Children

Insisting upon a major focus on pee-

Congress ibis yean Push lawmakers to 

support key investments such as rhe
Otmte bf Prevention program that get

I- " « ______ ___  - ■ m.

our <

i
I

•
i

@008

IE.

redaim the streets fat our children end 

families. , j ;
•' Creating or supporting conflict tcsoIu- 

tion end peer fnediation programs in 1 

public schools in yout state ot cotnmu- 
nity. Urge school officials and state and ! 
community leaders to start of expand ef­
forts to teach students how to resolve dif­
ferences without resorting to violence. 

• Opposing ptnutive measures that dis- ; 
card sensible legal protection for chil­

dren and threaten to entrap even more 
of our young people in the criminal jus­
tice system without productive result. ■ 
It makes no sense automatically to try 13- 

year-olds as adults for certain crimes.
Caution lawmakers against responding to
rising public anxiety in ways that will only 
make matters worse by treating children 
as hardened adult criminals and thereby 
producing a self-fulfilling prophecy

• Building constructive alternatives and ' 
beacons of hope far ouz poorest and 

most disadvantaged children and 
youths. Work at the federal, state, and Lo-. 
cal levels to combat child and family pov­
erty and expand opportunities for work ; 
and learning among our youths. Remind • 
lawmakers and community leaders that 
jobs, training, summer and after-school 
programs, and high quality schools all are 
less expensive over time than the spiral- • 
Ung prison, health, and human costs of 

the carnage now rampant on our streets.

our children and 

reverse rhe: 
. counter the hdpel

1 •!

;:l 
ll it
4J

t - *'■.

4it
vl

il

Call on federal- and state policy makers ;

tion and the gun manufacturers' lobby In >

i
:ons

i

c Beacons Have c , 
.Ldc^l Employment Action Program) op- 
g at leir tips. LEAP offers a variety of

riences to encourage at-risk youths to stay in 
School and learn templcyment-related skills. At
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took <i number of paths, both positive and tyou- -
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have the effect of punishing young people for
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children’s was documented powerfully during the year by-several

 ionwide polls, hilttding. one released by CDF and Newsweek magazine in 

which nearly thie^-^xi^rters of the surveyecjl parents and more than half of the 

children-said their top^worty is that a loved one would become a victim of a
1 . . I \ ' I
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The incxrasingly.virgM learch for remedies ti 

bling. Among rhe positive developments vere . 

enactment of the BfadyM] imposing a Wting ' 
period oh handgun purchases and inclusion: of

grains for youths in he Seriate anricrime bili. 
There also was a surge if tbmmUriky efforts 

across the pouhtty^to. Create jsafe havens foe chil­

dren, teach children' conflict resohition skills, • • 
and providc mentors arid constructive affeiy 

school activities far tiiose living in poor crirhe- 

arid'.gang'jidden neighborhoods;.

also considered or passed measures that would 

have the effect of punishing yc
the nation’s failure td address

. !

I

i

J-; :

cq-jiyalent'of a classroomful—lose their lives to 

guns.' • ; - ' ■
1 Data released at the beginning of 1994 re­
veal that. 801 children ages one to 14 died from 
gunshot injuries (homicide, suicide, and unin­
tentional injury) in 1991, accounting far one in

Gun Violence With a ChiltPs Face
. Ithough many kinds of violence cast a pall 
..on children's lives, it is gun violence that 

affects children as never before- An Ameri- 

_ J ean child dies cf gunshot wounds e^’ety 
two hours, and every two days 25 children — the

. i

J :•
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»

»

1 • 
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! » 
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nearly $1 billion for vioUnde preveBtion pro-

i

ie survi

\ t,

i'h
■ I 
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that create hopelessness and encourage reck- ■

- less behavior among the young, including per- 
' 1 Sistent poverty, inadequate school?-, lack df jot 

enactment of thi BradybiU imposing a Wting' opportunities, and wanton gun proliferation.

Unfortunately, some s^tes and CobgWas

J I

the-condilions

• J •



I. PURPOSE

II. BACKGROUND

"Young Children: Priority One"

Advisory Council

In October 1990, Kiwanis International launched a major service initiative called 
"Young Children: Priority One," aimed at children from prenatal development to age 
five. The program concentrates of four primary areas: Maternal and Infant Health; 
Child Care and Development; Parenting; and Safety and Pediatric Trauma.

To attend a White House luncheon honoring the advisory council of the Kiwanis 
Club's "Young Children: Priority One" campaign, and give remarks on the role of 
community service organizations in continuing the fight to protect our children.

Approximately 75 representatives of the advisory council are expected to attend the 
White House luncheon on Wednesday (the council is in town for its quarterly 

To help determine how to best address the needs of young children, Kiwanis formed 
the "Priority One Advisory Council," a group of 35 national organizations in the 
fields of child development, social services, nutrition, health, education and safety. 
The council is comprised of a broad range of organizations, including the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, the Association of Child Advocates, the Junior League, the 
Red Cross, the Children's Defense Fund, the Head Start Bureau, the YMCA and the 
March of Dimes (full list attached). In addition to providing technical guidance, the 
organizations help Kiwanis clubs find local-level partners for their community 
projects.

Since there are Kiwanis clubs in almost every community --a total of 8,600 local clubs 
with afeiwb 330,000 members in 77 countries - the project has been implemented at 
the grassroots level, through partnerships with local Kiwanis clubs and other 
organizations who serve the needs of young children. Each Kiwanis club works with 
a local organization or association -- like United Way or the PTA — to assess the 
needs of young children in its community. Together, the organizations develop a 
project targeted at young children in their community. (For instance, the Kiwanis 
club in Atlanta worked with the March of Dimes to supply local hospitals with a 
baby-care video to be given away to new parents.)

According to Kiwanis International, club members have raised more than $17.5 
million and contributed 1.6 million hours of volunteer time to "Priority One" projects 
in the past year. This is the first time Kiwanis International has established an 
ongoing service program for all of its clubs, and the first time it has promoted service 
to such young children.



9

Examples of Local Projects

Immunization Public Awareness Campaign

The most popular local projects in the "Priority One" campaign — about two-thirds of 
which have been implemented in the U.S. — have been immunization projects, 
partnerships with Head Start and Reading is Fundamental projects, and parenting 
education programs. Examples of other projects include:

Child Care and Development
Building new playgrounds, partnerships with child care centers and Head Start 
programs, developing "Reading is Fundamental" programs, partnerships with 
family development programs like HIPPY, and intergenerational projects.

Parent Education and Support
Parent helplines, public education campaigns on "Shaken Baby Syndrome," 
establishing parent respite care centers, parenting classes, child abuse 
prevention classes and home visitation programs.

The first component of the "Children First: Priority One" campaign was Kiwanis 
International's national public education initiative on childhood immunization. The 
slogan of the campaign, which is ongoing, is "All Their Shots, While They're Tots." 
The initiative was launched with several public service announcements by President 
Clinton, including television and radio spots and billboard, poster and print 
advertisements. The ads are still running.

Safety Programs and Pediatric Trauma Care
Distributing home safety checklists to parents, door-to-door smoke detector 
safety checks, poison education programs and babysitting training programs.

Maternal and Infant Health
Immunization campaigns, lead poisoning prevention campaigns, free health 
screenings, adolescent pregnancy prevention programs and smoking 
awareness campaigns targeted at pregnant women.

meeting). You will be seated with Ian Perdriau, President of Kiwanis International, 
and John Cuny, an active Kiwanian whose company launched a major immunization 
initiative (complete table list attached).


