































































































































































































Our Children, Our Future

Nothing is more important to our shared future than the well
being of our children.

it Takes a Viflage
Hillary Rodham Clinton

AGENDA

l. Opening Session Luncheon
Opening Remarks Governor Howard Dean, MD

Keynote Adcress  First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
1. Breakout Sessions
Children's Health Care

Education

The Democratic Governors’ Association
Vemont Govemor Howard Dean, M.D. - Chair 3
Puerto Rico Govemnor Pedro Rossello, M.D. - Vice Chair

Invites you to participate in a

National Policy Forum -
on '
Children

Monday, May 19, 1997
Noon - 5:00 p.m.

We are pleased to announce that
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
will deliver the keynote address

The Sheraton Miramar Hetel
Starlight Balircom
101 Wilsnire Boulevard
Santa Mcnica, Califomia :

Please mail or fax RSVP card enclosed
Telefax 202-314-2278
Telephone 202-473-5183
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_February 26, 1997

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
First Lady of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Hillary:

I enjoyed our phone conversation last week and appreciate your taking the time to return my
call.

As we discussed, the Democratic Governors’ Association (DGA) is planning a policy
conference on children’s issues in Los Angeles, California tho week of May 19-23, 1997, Because you
are the nation's leading advocate for children, the Democratic governors would be honored to have you
address this meeting.

The conference will cover a range of children’s issues, including health care, education and
early intervention strategies. In addition to Democratic governors, I anticipate the participation of
children's advocates from California and representatives of the entertainment industry.

We hope to begin the conference with an evening of dinner and entertainment followed by &
day of sharing ideas in a breakout format. We may also schedule a site visit to a school or hospital.
The meeting will be open to the media and invited guests,

In anticipation of your participation, and in an effort to accommodate your busy schedule, we

have not yet selected a precise date for the conference. We remain flexible on the date of the ovent
and the extont of your participation,

On behalf of the nation’s Democratic governors, I am grateful for your ongoing support of the
DGA and am hopeful that you will again honor us by participating in this cvent. Should you or your
siaff have any questions, feel free to contact me at 802-828-3333, or Katie Whelan, Exccutive
Director of tho DGA, at 202-479-5153.

Sincerely,

Howard Dean, M.D.
Governor of Vermont
1997 DGA Chair

cc: Ms. Melanne Verveer

430 South Capitol Street, S.E. » Washington, D.C. 20003 - (202) 479-5153 * FAX (202) 479-5166
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The Democratic Party http://www.democrats.org/party/dnc/headq/dga/dga.html
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The Democratic Governors' Association

THE DEMOCRATIC GOVERNORS'
ASSOCIATION

The Democratic Governors' Association was created in 1983 to support the
candidacy of Democratic Governors throughout the nation. The DGA provides
direct contributions, political and strategic assistance to the campaigns. In
addition, the DGA plays an integral role in developing positions on key state and
national issues through our policy forum series.

The Democratic Governors' Association is an independent, nonprofit, voluntary
political organization consisting of the Governors of the states and territories
who are members of the Democratic Party.

The DGA staff consults on a regular basis with campaign managers, pollsters
and media consultants to monitor developments in campaigns. The DGA also
provides Governors and candidates with research on issues as Governors develop
new programs and candidates formulate position papers. The DGA staff also acts
as a Washington resource -- providing support staff, advance work and other
services -- for Democratic Governors who do not have offices in Washington
and for candidates who visit the city.

The DGA is chaired by Governor Gaston Caperton of West Virginia; Governor
Howard Dean is the vice chair. Other notable chairs and executive committee
members have been Former Governors Bill Clinton, Jim Blanchard, Bruce
Babbitt, Richard Riley, Madeline Kunin and Ray Mabus.
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February 26, 1997

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
First Lady of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Hillary:

I enjoyed our phone conversation last week and appreciate your taking the time to return my
call.

As we discussed, the Democratic Governors’ Association (DGA) is planning a policy
conference on children’s issues in Los Angeles, California the week of May 19-23, 1997. Because you
are the nation’s leading advocate for children, the Democratic governors would be honored to have you
address this meeting. '

The conference will cover a range of children's issues, including health care, education and
early intervention strategies. In addition to Democratic governors, I anticipate the participation of
children's advocates from Califomia and representatives of the entertainment industry.

We hope to begin the conference with an evening of dinner and entertainment followed by a
day of sharing ideas in a breakout format. We may also schedule a site visit to a school or hospital.
The meeting will be open to the media and invited guests.

In anticipation of your participation, and in an effort to accommodate your busy schedule, we
have not yet selected a precise date for the conference. We remain flexible on the date of the event
and the extent of your participation.

On behalf of the nation’s Democratic governors, I am grateful for your ongoing support of the
DGA and am hopeful that you will again honor us by participating in this event. Should you or your
staff have any questions, feel free to contact me at 802-828-3333, or Katie Whelan, Executive
Director of the DGA, at 202-479-5153.

Sincerely,

-

Howard Dean, M.D.
Governor of Vermont
1997 DGA Chair

cc: Ms. Melanne Verveer
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Gavernor Howard Dean
Vermont
Chair

Governor Pedro Rossellé
Puetto Rico
Vice Chair

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Governor Me¢l Carnahan
Missouri

Governor Tom Carper
Delaware

Governor Lawton Chiles
Florida

Governor Parris N. Glendening
Maryland

Governor Bob Miller
Nevada

Goveenor Paul Patton

Kentucky

Governor Roy Romer
Colorado

Katherine Whelan
Executive Director

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNORS' AS

FAX NO.

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNORS? ASSOCTATION

MEMORANDUM

TO: MELANNE VERVEER
PATTY SOLIS DOYLE
CYNTHIA JASSO-ROTUNNO
FROM: Katie Whelan
RE: Invitation to DGA's Spring Policy Conference
DATE: April 24,1997

Attached for your approval please find a copy of the text only for the
proposed invitation for the DGA’s Spring Policy Conference on Children.
We have listed the First Lady in accordance with the guidance you
provided for her last appearance for thc DGA, at this summcr’s
Democratic National Convention in Chicago. Please let me know if this
language is still acceptable. Also, you will note we have provided a quote
from Mrs. Clinton’s book, ]t Takes a Village, in the invitation. This
invitation will go out to various donors, Demacratic party members
(national, state and local), and children’s activist groups and individuals
based in [.0s Angeles and the surrounding areas. Please let me know if
this invitation meets with your approval. We hope to send this to the
printer by this evening.

I would also like to discuss the location of the site visit with you. I just
returned from Los Angeles, where we found an excellent community
center on the West side of Los Angeles that provides wrap around services
to the surrounding area, and Governor Dean would like to use this location
for the site visit with the Governors and the First Lady Monday morning,
May 19, 1997. I have attached a copy of the memo I sent previously,
which lists the schedule for the confercncee, so you can see where this
would fit in.

I will call you this afternoon to discuss these items. Again, thank you for
your assistance in arranging the First Lady’s appearance at the DGA
Conference on Children in Los Angeles, May 18-19, 1997. I look forward
to speaking with you.

430 South Capitol Steccr, S.F. - Washington, D.C. 20003 « (202) 479-5163 - EAX (202) 479-5156
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MarVista

Qualifications
Introducuon

Mar Vista Family Center creates community transformation through parent

participaton in the education of their children. Rather than providing short-term
solutions. Mar Vista Family Center's mission is to provide low-income families living in at-
risk communities the tools to create enduring positive change in their lives. The Center’s
premuse is that continual parent involvement is the key to sustaining children’s educational
growth. The Center has |9 years experience and a proven track record for changing the
way low-income parents function as full parucipants in the development of their children
and in the schools.

Background

The PEPS program is based on the Center's |9 years of experience in parent training
through i1ts parent participation preschool. The Center’s Preschool provides 34 low-
income families with free child care 5 days-a-week. In lieu of a fee, parents participate as
assistant teachers one-day-a-week at the school. The program serves children ages 3 to 5,
and is open to poverty and low-income families only.

During their participation day, parents learn the importance of being involved in their
child's education and how to use non-violent methods of behavior management through
daily parent workshops. The content of the workshops is unique and was developed at
the Center over the past 19 years (see list of workshops attached).

Program Results

o 70% of gang affiliated parents attending the program leave gangs behind.

o 35% of families who come to the Center on AFDC find full-time employment.

o 85% of children in the preschool program are successful in their elementary
educations.

o 48 trained mothers from our program are now working full-time as preschool
teachers.

In addition to its curriculum, what makes the Mar Vista program uniquely effective is that
it led by community people who came to the Center as parents. [t is the parent-to-parent
dynamic which allows the program to get at the heart of dysfunctions within families and
schools. Furthermore, Mar Vista's trainers have experience as teachers and
administrators, and identify with the fears and concerns of public school teaching and
administrative staffs. Thus, they are able to provide equal support to all the populations in
the schools to remove the barriers to parent involvement.

The Center's work with public schools began in 1991 when the National Science
Foundation approached us to develop parent involvement training for high risk schools in
South Central Los Angeles which were undergoing science curricular reform. After
completing the first year of the project. 90% of the schools experienced increased parent
involvement in their science programs and wanted additional training in how to increase



~ide. This experience demonstrated that the techniques
rivate preschool setting could be successfully transferred to

slic Schools (PEPS) was developed to provide these schools
T 1992-1995, the Nauonal Science Foundation and Toyota
*he training of over 500 parents, teachers and administrators

m are to:

- children's education from individual parents. teachers and
d responsibility in which parents, teachers and administrators
rest of the children’s education.

1l, and language barriers between parents, teachers. and

:ctive classroom assistants and to train teachers in utlizing
Jlvement.

S.

intensive training. In its 1995 evaluation the UCLA Center
orted feedback from parents, teachers. and administrators
act of the program. One parent commented:

chooling, so | was always embarrassed to talk to my children’s

s0l (academic) things. These workshops have mode me feel that
children’s educauon.

‘nted on the benefits of having parents in the classroom on

1ssroom has really changed the ways in which | set up
kids working on their literacy activities every single day, with
‘aving parents in my classroom has pushed me to rethink my

xd in the workshops regularly commented:

s. You cannot believe the power of ownership that porents,
‘e are developing by leorning how to talk with each other, and
‘e where everyone has a voice and feels important. In fact.
ons have been so successful that a number of our parent

to pursue full-time work as teacher aides, while others ore
ze degrees.

4 the multiple impact of workshops. There were

vho were able to apply what they were learning to their
's. Parents gained new self-confidence and a vocabulary
1d their child’s work with classroom teachers. At the

zomed in and grew into and assumed roles and
ned in workshops.

iscuss planning and curriculum with caring parents.

2 benefited from the lower adultchild rauo. There was
'ments based on the higher level of parent participation
rese parwtnership include ESL courses for parents, child
freeing up parents to attend PEPS trainings. computer







































































