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For the First Lady’s remarks:

This is a perfect place and a perfect time to talk about this
Administration’s broader commitment to ensuring the healthy and
safe development of all our children.

o It’s wonderful to be here at the Edward C. Mazique Parent and
Child Center, which has been a pioneer in early childhood and
family support services for families with young children. 1In
fact, I am delighted to report that just last week, the
Administration announced that the Mazique Center was one of 68
winners nationwide -- out of almost 600 who applied =-- in a
competition for the new Early Head Start initiative.

this
record of

Early Head Start is a proud, bipartisan achievenent
Administration - it takes the 30-year, successful tr
the Head Start program in supporting children’s healthy
development and helping families succeed and exténds it down in
age to babies and toddlers and their families.||( We designed Early
Head Start based on the expert advice of pione&2 ike the people //ﬁ/
in this room as well as academic experts =- all of whom told us
that the first months and years of life are critical to
children’s development and future success in school and in lifézx

o The Administration’s commitment to children’s healthy and safe
development is also evident in our Healthy Child Care initiative,
which is mobilizing communities around the country to promote
children’s health every day in child care. For so many children,
child care is the new neighborhood =-- the place where healthy
habits are born for a lifetime, and where healthy and

safe development is encouraged or discouraged every day.

o It is hard to believe, standing here surrounded by all of you
with such a deep commitment to babies’ and toddlers’ health and
safety, that just blocks away in the Capitol, conference
committee members meeting on welfare reform are considering
eliminating @ state accountability/at all [for health and
safety in child care. We’re not talking about Federal
regulations here -- we’re talking about eliminating a simple
provision that says states are accountable for coming up with
their own regulations, whatever they may choose, to address the
most basic issues of keeping babies and toddlers safe.

‘It makes me wonder if the Republicans sat down to try to figure
out who was more vulnerable than elderly people in nursing homes,
s0 they could decide whose safety protections to eliminate next.
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Good afternoon. I am delighted to welcome all of you to the
White House. I am a great admirer of the passion and
commitment you bring to assisting children and families 1in
need throughout the world.

I am especially glad to address this group because of my
recent participation in the U.N.’s Fourth World Conference
on Women in Beijing and the parallel forum of Non-
Governmental Organizations in Huairou [WHY-roe]. It is no
small feat when delegates from more than 180 nations issue a
call to action that asks world governments to adopt policies
that will help raise the economic status of women, safeguard
them from violence and abuse, improve the health and
education of women and girls around the world and give women
a greater say in political, legal and judicial decisions
that affect their 1lives.

But this Conference alone is not going to change the world,
or the lives of women around the globe. We all know the
crucial role that NGOs like Save the Children will play in
turning the words and commitments of Beijing into concrete
action.

I know from my trip last spring to South Asia that as Save
the Children is making a tremendous difference literally
thousands of children and their families. The low-cost,
low-tech approach of solutions such as the Safe Home
Delivery Kit is helping improve conditions for childbirth
and lower the mortality rate among Nepalese women.

More recently, I was pleased to learn about the "Big Red
Schoolbox," your Emergency Response Kit for children whose
lives have been disrupted by natural or man-made disasters.
After severe crises, psychiatrists believe children need to
return to as familiar and comfortable a routine as possible.
The easily transported and set-up learning and play
materials provided in the "Big Red Schoolbox'" can help
children achieve security and confidence as their parents
work on rebuilding their lives.

I would like to thank all of you again for the work you do
day in and day out on behalf of children and their families.
By focusing on enhanced early education, preventive health
care and economic opportunities, you make lasting
improvements in their lives.
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8/28 Meeting Notes

WHAT: "Baby Safety Shower" kickoff event

WHEN: October 25, 1995
9:30 am- 10:15 (45 mins.)

WHERE: Edward C. Mazique Parent Child Center
1719 13th St., N.W., Washington, DC
202-462-3375

Participants: Ann Brown, CPSC Chairman
CEO of Gerber Products (Co-sponsoring the event)
Manager of the Mazique Child Center

Suggested Program:

-Review of Rooms
Safety Features and demonstrations set up in a mock
kitchen, bedroom, bathroom, and living room.

-Meet and Greet with young mothers involved in the Shower
Approx. 15 mothers
(60% African Americans, 30% Hispanic, 6% Asian)
(There will be 80 mothers there in total, many are
still in school)

-Kickoff event
HRC to make remarks
Open Press??

Notes:
-Chose this Facility because it was well run, and very active.

-The young mothers will go through each room and see each
demonstrations and practice safety measures.

-The young mothers will have lunch at the center.

-All the mothers will receive a package of information produced

by the CPSC, and a small gift bag of safety products from Gerber
products.

CONTACT:
Barbara Rosenfeld 301-504-0213
Kathleen Begala 301-504-0580 ext. 1193


















The Messages:

A simple home safety checklist -- a room by room check of possible
hazards -- contains the core messages presented. These messages are repeated
throughout the baby safety shower in a multitude of ways: through games,

videos, handouts, posters, songs, refrigerator magnets, and other means. Some
of the 12 basic messages include:

) In the bedroom: Put your baby to sleep on her back in a crib with a firm
flat mattress and no soft bedding undemeath her.

0 In the bathroom: Keep all medicines and household products in child-
resistant packaging, locked away from children.

) In the kitchen: Never leave your baby alone in a high chair; always use
all safety straps.

) In other living areas: Install smoke detectors on each floor of your home,
including near sleeping areas and the kitchen.

The Audience:

Teen mothers are at high risk for health and safety problems -- too often
because of a lack of basic safety knowledge. At CPSC, we have grappled with
ways to reach families in low-income communities with life-saving information.
These baby safety showers illustrate our determination to try creative methods to
reach this vulnerable population.



The First Lady’s Role in the Kickoff

The First Lady will, by her participation, endorse the baby safety shower
concept and underscore its importance.

As a mother, the First Lady can stress from first-hand experience the
necessity to learn how to keep one’s baby safe and the theme of parents’
responsibility for their children’s well-being.

The First Lady will be launching a national campaign. This kickoff event
will be a prototype for baby safety showers to be held around the country.

The partners in this event -- CPSC and Gerber -- have developed the
model and set the pattern for public/private cooperation. In addition, we
are expecting other sponsors to join, including the Food Marketing
Institute, Giant Foods and others.

The First Lady’s participation will gain attention for this event, which will
encourage others to organize and underwrite similar efforts elsewhere.



The First Lady and Consumer Product Safety

0 Safety, health, and families: This is the message the First Lady can carry

to Americans -- and it is the mission of the Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC).

) CPSC's purpose is to prevent and reduce the risk of injury or death from
consumer products. Our focus is safety in home and leisure activities.

0 We are particularly concerned with protecting the most vulnerable
populations -- children, the elderly, low-income, non-English speaking -- and
helping others to promote their own safety and well-being.

0 Every action CPSC takes to reduce injuries contributes to the public's
health and cuts the national health care bill,

0 CPSC shows that government works -- and cares. It is government with a
human face, helping children and the elderly to be safe. It protects individuals
when they cannot protect themselves, but also calls on their sense of

responsibility by giving them the knowledge and tools to promote their own
safety.

0 CPSC deals each day with trying to prevent individual tragedies like
these: a little girl who is strangled when the string of her jacket hood catches on
playground equipment; a three year-old boy who dies after being struck with a
baseball hit by his seven year-old brother; children who are injured by defective
toys or the lack of a bicycle helmet.

4) CPSC works with issues the First Lady cares about -- the welfare of
children, the responsibility of families and community, promotion of good
health, and reduction of health care costs.



0 Working with Ann Brown and CPSC would allow the First Lady to
communicate her personal warmth and concern, and demonstrate another facet
of her interest in children, families, and health care.

0 These are messages the First Lady can carry with her across the country

to promote the administration's policy agenda on children, families, and health
care.
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Alfred A. Piergallini
Vice Chairman of the Board, President and Chief Executive Officer

Gerber Products Company
44S State Street
Fremont, MI 49413

ALFRED A. PIERGALLINI is Vice Chairman, President and Chief
Executive Officer of Gerber Products Company. Piergallini jomed Gerber
Products Company in Aprl, 1989, as president and chief operating officer.
He was elected to the position of chairman, president and CEO in January,
1990. Piergallini came to Gerber with 19 years of marketing and operating
experience with Jeading consumer goods companies. He began his business
career in 1970 as a marketing trainee at Procter and Gamble, where he
quickly moved to brand manager and then to sales management. In 1976, he
joned Beverage Management Inc., as marketing planning manager and then
became regional director. He joined Sara Lee Comporation in 1979 as vice
president and general manager of the Midwest region for Shasta Beverages.
In 1980, he became corporate vice president of markeling and was namned
president and CEO of Shasta Beverages in 1983. He joined the Camation
Company mn 1986 as vice president and general manager of the Friskies Pet
Care division. He was promoted to senior vice president in 1987 with
additional responsibilities for the Camation Products and Nutntional Products
divisions. Piergallini holds an MBA 1 finance and marketing from the
University of Chicago and a BA in Econonucs from Lafayette College. He
and his wife, Lorraine, have two children,



(=

391 Se4 @@2s P.83715
OCT-19-1995 13:@3 CaPeSvC.

F

PCC enrolls pregnant women, teen parents, and children from birth to age S in its home

intervention option, and children from 6 weeks to S years in its center based options. Overall,
nearly 450 families arc served daily.

The efforts of PCC are made possible by a variety of funding agents which provide financial
resources to the agency.

PCC js a privale, non-profit, community based organization.

“The Next Best Place to Home"

(202) 462-3375 / FAX (202) 939-8696
Ruth Rucker, Founding Executive Director
Charlene Walker, Chief Operating Officer
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Baby Safety Shower Talking Points
for Mrs. Clinton

1. No one is fully prepared for being a parent. It is our most difficuit and rewarding job, but
it comes with no training. We're here to change that. Just the smallest amount of information
can prevent every parent's nightmare of hearing themselves say, "If only I'd known.”

2. The day I brought my daughter Chelsea home from the hospital, I remember wondering
and even worrying about how I was going to take care of this tiny, helpless baby. How was |
going to protect her? What unknown dangers did she face?

3. When Chelsea was born, I lived in Arkansas and my parents lived in Chicago. Like many
American families spread out across the country, I didn't always have my mother nearby for
help and guidance.

\ 4. . 1 was lucky with Chelsea. A CPSC's baby safety shower would have been a wonderful
way for me to learn that preventing injuries is not a matter of luck. We want today's new and
expectant moms to be more than lucky - we want to them to be informed.

S. The partnership between CPSC and Gerber demonstrates that government and industry
must work together to help keep families and especially children safe in their homes. But
/ parents must also take responsibility for the safety of their children.

6. When I was a young mother, I knew about some hazards but I didn't know about hidden
hazards 1n the home. I never would have known that an old crib passed down from my
mother or a family friend could be dangerous for my baby.

7. CPSC is another example of how the Clinton Administration has revitalized government.
Chairman Ann Brown has taken a small agency and turned it into a powerhouse that helps
keep kids safe in their homes.
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The Reasons Behind the
Baby Safety Checklist

In the bedroom:

Put your baby to sleep on her back or side in a crib with a firm, flat mattress and no soft
bedding underneath her. Follow this advice to reduce the risk of suffocation and Sudden
Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). To prevent suffocation, never put babies to sleep on adult
beds.

Make sure your baby’s crib is sturdy and has no loose or missing hardware. This will prevent
babies suffocating or strangling by becoming trapped between broken crib parts.

Never place your baby’s crib or fumiture near window blind or curtain cords. This will

prevent babies from strangling on the loop of the cord. To prevent falls, keep children away
Jfrom windows.

In the bathroom:

Kecp medicines and cleaning products in containers with safety caps and locked away from
children. This will prevent children from being poiscned.

Always check bath water tcmperature with your wrist or elbow before putting your baby in to
bathe. This will prevent burns to a baby's delicate skin.

Never, ever, leave your child alone in the bathtub or near any water. 7This will prevent

children from drowning. In addition, keep children away from all standing water, including
watrer in toilets, S-gallon buckets. and pools.

In the kitchen:

Don’t leave your baby alone in a highchair; always usc all safcty straps. This will prevent
injuries and deaths from the baby climbing out, falling, or sliding under the tray. Be sure to
use safety straps in strollers and baby swings.

Use your stove’s back burners and keep pot handles tumed to the back of the stove. This will
prevent deaths and injuries from burns. In addition, keep children away from tablecloths, so
they can’t pull down hot foods or liguids on themselves.

Lock household cleaning products, knives, matches, and plastic bags away from children.
This will prevent poisonings, bleeding injuries, burns, and suffocation.

Il
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In other living areas:

Install smoke detectors on each floor of your home, especially near sleeping areas; change the
batteries each year. This will prevent deaths and injuries from fires.

Use safety gates to block stairways and safety plugs to cover electrical outlets. This will
prevent injuries from falls and electric shocks.

Keep all small objects, including tiny toys and balloons, away from young children. This will
prevent choking and possible death.

12
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Talking It Over by Hillary Rodham Clinton (683 words)

Being a parent is life's most important job. And yet, no one is ever formally trained
for the role. Most of us learn on the job with help from family and friends. I remember how I
telt bringing Chelsea home from the hospital. At the same time 1 was experiencing the
euphoria of being a new mom, I was also [eeling terrified at the thought of how I was going
to protect and care for this new little helpless baby.

Recently, | co-hosted an event with Ann Brown, chairman of the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC), to help good parents become even better parents.
CPSC is a small federal agency that helps keep families, especially children, safe in their
homes by protecting them from risks associated with consumer products. The agency
sponsored its first Baby Safety Shower in Washington on Oct. 25 to kick-off its national

safety campaign that will teach new and expectant mothers how to make their homes safe for
their babies.

A baby safety shower is a baby shower with a twist ---it has baby safety as its theme.
As a new parent, a baby safety shower would have been a wonderful way for me to learn that
preventing ipjuries is not just a matter of luck.

CPSC's "baby safety shower" parties are a fun way for new mothers to learn life-
saving information for every room in the house. In a festive, friendly atmospherc with games,
prizes, and refreshments, moms (and dads) leam serious messages about safety.

For example: Never place your baby's crib or nursery furniture near a window blind
cord. Babies can strangle if they get caught in the loop of the blind cord. Always check the
temperature of the bath water with your wrist or elbow before you bathe your baby. A baby's
sensitive skin can burn easily from water that is tao hot. And, keep all small objects, such as
tiny toys and balloons, away from babies and young children. Young children who are still
putting things in their mouths can choke on objects with small parts.

And, there is much more to leamn. A home can have "hidden hazards.” Some products
seem innocent enough when in fact they can harm your baby. Even the most conscientious
parents are not always aware that cveryday products can havc hidden hazards.

One such parent is a wonderful man named John Lineweaver who is president of the
Danny Foundation. John's son Danny strangled in his crib when a piece of his clothing got
caught on the crib's decorative corner post. While CPSC has worked with crib manufacturers
to put safer cnibs on the market, many people keep unsafe used cribs around for sentimental
reasons and to pass along to expectant friends and family mcmbers.

By establishing the Danny Foundation, John works to collect and destroy old and
unsafe used cribs. Fe does not want another parent to experience what he has with the death
of his son. John said, " I had no idea that used cribs could be deadly, if only I had known.
Now, my goal is to collect and destroy old and unsafe used cribs and to communicate this
information so that no other parent will have to say, "If only I had known."
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This is just a small sample of the information that will be available for new parents at
CPSC's baby safety showers. And the best news about this shower 1s that it is designed to be
given by day care centers, Head Start groups, hospitals, and other caregiving organizations in
your hometown. CPSC is working in partnership with the Gerber Products Company, which is
donating the matenials so that the shower can be replicated across the country.

A baby safety shower is an enjoyable way for new parents to get important
information that will help them keep their babies safe. If you would like to host a baby
safety shower, please write to CPSC, Baby Safety Shower, Washington, D.C. 20207. You can
tell them a mom in the White House sent you.

TOTAL P.1S
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The Reasons Behind the
Baby Safety Checklist

In the bedroom:

Put your baby to sleep on her back or side in a crib with a firm, flat mattress and no soft
bedding underneath her. Follow this advice to reduce the risk of suffocation and Sudden

Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS). To prevent suffocation, never put babies to sleep on adult
beds.

Make sure your baby’s crib is sturdy and has no loose or missing hardware. This will prevent
babies suffocating or strangling by becoming trapped between broken crib parts.

Never place your baby’s crib or furniture near window blind or curtain cords. This will

prevent babies from strangling on the loop of the cord. To prevent falls, keep children away
from windows.

In the bathroom:

Keep medicines and cleaning products in containers with safety caps and locked away from
children. This will prevent children from being poisoned.

Always check bath water temperature with your wrist or elbow before putting your baby in to
bathe. This will prevent burns to a baby's delicate skin. '

Never, ever, leave your child alone in the bathtub or near any water. This will prevent

children from drowning. In addition, keep children away from all standing water, including
water in toilets, 5-gallon buckets, and pools.

In the kitchen:

Don’t leave your baby alone in a highchair; always use all safety straps. This will prevent
injuries and deaths from the baby climbing out, falling, or sliding under the tray. Be sure to
use safety straps in strollers and baby swings.

Use your stove’s back burners and keep pot handles turned to the back of the stove. This will
prevent deaths and injuries from burns. In addition, keep children away from tablecloths, so
they can'’t pull down hot foods or liquids on themselves.

Lock household cleaning products, knives, matches, and plastic bags away from children.
This will prevent poisonings, bleeding injuries, burns, and suffocation.

11
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In other living areas:

Install smoke detectors on each floor of your home, especially near sleeping areas; change the
batteries each year. This will prevent deaths and injuries from fires.

Use safety gates to block stairways and safety plugs to cover electrical outlets. This will
prevent injuries from falls and electric shocks.

Keep all small objects, including tiny toys and balloons, away from young children. This will
preveni choking and possible death.
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