














for children in foster care. The Department will issue strong guidance on the implementation of
law signed by President Clinton that makes it illegal to deny or delay the placement of a child
based on race or ethnicity, and it will outline the penalties for non-compliance.

Perhaps most important, while working with Congress on its legislative proposals that seek to
define the “reasonable efforts” provision, the Department will issue guidance that clarifies its
meaning. This clarification will make it clear that in determining when to remove a child from
his or family and when to reunify the family, federal law requires that the child’s health and
safety shall be the paramount concern.

The Department also will issue model guidelines for state legislation to ensure that the child’s
health and safety is the paramount concern in decisions to terminate parental rights. In addition,
the Department commits to exploring alternative permanency options for children for whom
adoption is not possible. Furthermore, the Adoption 2002 urges that the Administration seek
legislation that shortens the time before a child’s first disposition hearing -- the hearing in which
a permanency decision is first made -- from 18 months to 12 months and changes its name to a
“permanency planning hearing.”

Information gained by the Department in developing the details of the Adoption 2002 agenda will
form the basis of the public awareness campaign that the President directed the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to undertake, in cooperation with other heads of Federal
Departments of Agencies, as a part of his Executive Memorandum. The strategies outlined in
Adoption 2002, coupled with a strong public information campaign and joined by efforts by State
and local officials and by community, business and religious leaders, will ensure that we live up
to the President Clinton’s call that “no child should be trapped in the limbo of foster care; no
child should be uncertain about what the word ‘family’ or ‘parent’ or ‘home’ mean, particularly
when there are open arms waiting to welcome these children into safe and strong households
where they can build good, caring lives.” (12/14/96)















V. CONCLUSION

The Adoption 2002 report to the President presents a number of recommendations for
statutory, regulatory, and administrative actions necessary to double the number of children
placed into permanent homes annually by the year 2002. Presidential attention to the needs
of children who have been abused and neglected and are languishing in foster care has the
potential to change the life experiences of thousands of children.

The Adoption 2002 Initiative builds on the concerns reflected in Congress and by States and
communities in their efforts to increase adoption and permanency outcomes for children.
Congress is considering important legislative changes in this arena. States are moving to
reform their systems by streamlining administrative and judicial procedures to move children
more quickly to permanence as well as by amending their laws governing the termination of
parents’ rights. Foundations are working with the States to ensure that the experience of
children in foster care is time limited and results in stability for children. Innovations in the
recruitment of adoptive families continue in both community efforts, such as One Church,
One Child, and the development of Internet listing services for waiting children.

As a Nation, we have an important opportunity to focus the energy of Federal, State and
local governments with that of professional organizations, faith communities, and
neighborhood leadership to make a difference for our most vulnerable children.

The time is now. The chance is ours.
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