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STATEMENT BV THE PRESIDENT 

Hillary and 1 were deeply saddened to learn of the death of Congressman Henry 

Cjonzak'/,. 

Congressman Gonzalez was a trailblazer and a leader lor all of Texas. From his election 
lu the San Anionio City Council and the Texas Senate lo his successful career in Congress, 
Henry spent more than 40 years serving his slate and his country. He was the first Hispanic to 
serve in the Texas Slate Senate in more than 100 years, and the first Mexican-American elected 
from Texas to serve in Congress. 

.As Chairman of the House Banking Committee, Congressman. Gonzalez championed the 
issues ol hard-pressed Americans, lighting tirelessly lor economic justice.civil rights, banking 
reform and alTordable housing. His wovk over the decades was recognized with countless honors 
and awards - including the 1994 John F Kennedy Pioliles in Courage award. Henry wil l forever 
he remembered as a man of conviction and humility who devoted his life to l ift ing people up and 
building bridges of understanding. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his wife. Bertha, his children his family and friends. 
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STATEMENT BV THE PRESIDENT 

Hillary and 1 are deeply saddened to learn of the death of former Congressman Henry B. 

Cionzalez. 

Henry B. Gonzalez was a trailblazer and a leader for all of Texas. From his election to 
the San Antonio City Council and the Texas Senate to his successful career in Congress, Henry 
has spent more than 40 years honorably serving his constituents his state and his country. Henry 
was the first Hispanic lo serve in the Texas State Senate in over 100 years and he made history as 
the fust Mexican-Amei ican elected from Texas to serve in Congress. As Chairman of the House 
Banking Commillee, Henry championed the issues of the poor and led the causes of bank reform 
and housing availability. Throughoui his decades of public service, Henry fought tirelessly on 
economic issues, insisimg ihal our country's prosperity should extend to all Amencans. An 
outspoken man ol courage. Chairman Gonzalez's bold leadership of the Banking Committee was 



acknowledged by many through numerous honors and awards including the 1994 John F 
Kennedy Profiles m Courage award. Henry wil l long be remembered for his unwavering 
conviction and longstanding commitment to integrity. 

Congressman Gonzalez was a great teacher. Representative, and human being. Our 
ihoughis and prayers go out lo his wife, Beiiha, his children, including his son Representative 
Charlie Gonzalez, and to his many family and friends. 

ERICA R. MORRIS 
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Hispanic Americans in Congress, 1822-1995 

HENRY B. GONZALEZ 

I on ice ol Reprcseniaiivo Gonzalez | 

United States Representative 
Democrat of Texas 

Eii^hix-sevenili - One Hundred Fourth Congre.sses 
Noveiiilyer 4. 1961 - Pre.seni 

:\ siiong i^eisonality who has received national attention for his various crusades, Henry Gonzalez was the 
fust Hispanic Repiesenlati ve from Texas, and has served in Congress longer than any other Hispanic. He 
was born Fnrique Barbosa Gonzalez in San Antonio, Texas on May 3, 1916. His parents, Leonides 
Gonzalez Cigairoa and Genoveva Barbosa Prince de Gonzalez, fled to San Antonio from the state of 
Duiango in northern Mexico durin" the Mexican Revolution in 1911. Leonides Gonzalez had served as 
mayor of the town of Mapimi, Durango in Mexico. Henry Gonzalez attended public schools and graduated 
from .leflerson High School in 1935. He continued his education at the University of Texas and San 
Anionio College. In 1943 he graduated from St. Mary's University School of Law. Shortly after the 
.lapancse attack on Pearl Harbor, he was called to government service and worked as a civilian cable and 
l adio censor for military and naval intelligence. After graduation he worked as assistant juvenile probation 
t)fficcr. quickly rismg lo chief probation officer of ihe Bexar County Juvenile Court. In 1947 he was hired 
by the Pan American Progressive Association as executive assistant. From 1947 to 1951 he helped his 
father run a translation service in San Anionio. 

In 19.53, with the support of Mexican-Americans and Anglos, Gonzalez was elected to the San Antonio 
City Council, serving as mayor pio-tempore for pari of his first term. In the city council he spoke against 
segregation of public facilities, and the council passed desegregation ordinances. In 1956 he was elected to 
Ihc Slate Scnalc; he was subsequently reelected and served until 1961. In 1957 Gonzalez, along with 
Senaioi .Abraham Kazcii, aiiiacled national attention lor holding the longest filibuster in the history of the 
Texas Legislature, which lasted thirty-six hours. They succeeded in killing eight out often racial 
segregation bills that were aimed al circumveniing the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in the Brown v. 
Board of Education case. Among his other achievements in the Senate were a slum clearance law and the 
passage of a bill for the creation of a medical school. In 1958 Gonzalez unsuccessfully ran for Governor of 
Texas; although an unlikely candidate, he wanted to offer an alternative to the race between Governor 
Daniel and former sovemor W. Lee O'Daniel. 
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During ihc 1960 presicleniial campaign, John F. Kennedy requested Gonzalez's help in organizing Viva 
Kcnncdv Clubs ihrouglK)ut the country. Gonzalez and U.S. Senator Dennis Chavez of New Mexico served 
as iiaiional co-chairmen. 

Gonzalez was elected lo the U.S. House of Representatives in a special election lo fi l l the vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Paul J. Kilday (D-TX), who had been appointed to the Court of Military Appeals. In 
1961 he was elected with over half of the votes. Subsequently he has faced little challenge in reelection 
bids; he has generally won with al least eighty percent of the vole and a number of times he has run 
unop|X)sed. Although he has supported and initialed legislation for the welfare of Hispanics, he has never 
run on a Hispanic plallorm. 

.As a Rcprescnialivc, Gonzalez quickly got atlenlion in 1963. He received substantial publicity when he 
Noied agamsi additional approprialions lor ihe Hou.se Committee on Un-American Activities, because it 
received more money than other committees that produced more reports and legislation. 

During his first term, Gonzalez was assigned to the Committee on Banking and Cuirency, which in 1977 
became the Banking, Finance, and Urban Affairs Committee, where he worked for the passage of a number 
of legislative proposals of the New Frontier and Great Society including the Housing Act of 1964. He 
w orked on lcgislatK)n thai was eventually incorporated into the Equal Opportunities Act of 1964, and 
supported the Library Service Act of 1964, and the Civil Rights Act of 1964. in addition. Chairman Wright 
Paiman (D- TX) appointed Gonzalez as a special liaison representative on Latin-American affairs; 
Gonzalez attended the Inler-American Development Bank Board of Directors conference in Panama in 
April 1964. Dunng the 196()'s he also campaigned lo put an end lo the hraceru program, which allowed the 
use of foreign labor lo harvest agricultural crops. He criticized the program for the deplorable conditions 
under which laborers worked. 

In the I970's Gonzalez coniinued vviih his crusades. In 1977 he gained national attention as Chairman of 
ilic House .Assassinations Committee that was established lo investigate the murders of John F. Kennedy 
and Martin Lulher King. Jr. /Xmmosity developed between Gonzalez and the attorney who headed the 
probe Gonzalez quit within weeks, due to the fact that in his opinion the investigation was doomed 
because powerful forces in organized crime were against it. He also urged an investigation of the murder ol 
Judge John W. Wood in San AnH)nio. When the indictments were handed down, Federal prosecutors 
thanked Gonzalez for his per.seveianee. As a member of the House Small Business Committee in the 94th 
Congress, Gonzalez served as Chairman of the ad hoc subcommittee on the Robinson-Patman Act, 
Anli-lrust Legislation, and Related Matters. He played a key role in salvaging the Robinson-Patman Act, 
which some consider to be the "Magna Carta" of small business. During the 1970's Gonzalez opposed 
nuclear power and introduced legislation lo phase out existing nuclear facilities, and continued his work in 
support of jiublic housing. 

In 1981 Gonzalez became the Chairman of the SuL^committee on Housing and Community Development, 
where he worked on legislation lo approve a program to assist families who faced foreclosure on their 
homes. Later he battled the Reagan administration when it proposed cuts in public housing programs. 

With the leadership of Gonzalez as Chairman of the Banking, Finance, and Urban Affairs Committee, the 
ciimniittee w as able lo enact many pieces of legislation, including flood insurance reform, major housing 
iniiiatives, increasing the accessibility to credit to small business, and strengthening anti-money laundering 
laws, bank fraud, and other financial crimes. In addition, through his efforts with legislation and through 
hearings, he succeeded in making the Federal Reserve more publicly accountable. During his ten year 
Chairmanship (1971-1981) of the Banking CommiUee's Subcommittee on International Development 
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Inslitutions, and Finance, he sponsored an amendment to a number of international banking bills. The 
"Gonzalez amendment," as it was commonly known, protects U.S. citizens from expropriation by countries 
that receive loans from iniernational development inslitutions to which the U.S. contributes. 

DLiring his tenure as Chairman of the Banking Committee. Gonzalez had to deal with the collapse of the 
>a\ Migs and k)aii industry, a crisis he had predicted throughout the I980's. In 1991 he led a restructuring of 
ihe federal deposit insurance system. As Chairman he earned a reputation for being a fair leader who 
allowed equitable parlicipalion in the creation of bills. 

Gonzalez was once again in the national siwtlight in 1992, when he requested an investigation of the Bush 
administration's involvement in loans to Iraq. 

In addition lo his legislative career Gonzalez has served seven times as a House Delegate to the 
Mexico-Llnited States Interparliamentary Conference, and has received numerous awards from 
Linivcrsities. including honorary doctorates from St. Mary's University and from Our Lady of the Lake 
Collci^e. 

Publications by Henry B. Gonzalez: 
"The Relinquishment of Co-Equalily by Congress." Harvard Journal ou Lei^islalion 29 (Summer 1992): 
pp. 331-356. 

l or liirther reading: 
Ralph Nadei Congress Project. Heurv B. (ionzcilez. Democralic Repre.senialive from Texas. Washington, 
D.C. Grossman Publishers. 1972. 

Rodriguez, Eugene. Hcury B. Gouzalez: A Political Profile. New York: Arno Press, 1976. 

"Profile of a Public Man." Nuesiro 2:13 (March 1983). 
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She l te r fo rce Online 

M;in l i /A | ) i l l , IWS 

Congressman Henry Gonzalez 
/)\ Winliui I'ilcf'lf 

()iic <)/ Coni^rc.sw' Icadirii; advocates for the poor and for an open government prepare.s 

lo leave after 18 terms. 

li s rare lor U.S. Rcprcseiilalive l lcmy Gonzalez lo nc)l follow through on a promise, but in late 1997 he 
did jusl thai. 

Tl e UKi reiire in December after all, as he had announced he would earlier in the year. 

The I ^̂  lerm Democratic Congressman from 'Texas had said that poor health would force him to leave his 
^c;ll al ihc end ol ihe vcar. a seal he has held lor 36 years. But in rethinking his decision he fell it improper 
IO pass aloivj, ihe costs of a special election lo iaxp;iyeis and instead annt)unced he would stick it oul until 
ilic end of his lerm and not run for re-eleciion this November. 

Thai kmd of thinking isivi unusual lor Gonzalez, say the people ai\)und him. He has always placed great 
\alue on ihe respi)nsibility wiih which his consliluents have entrusted him election after election, and the 
idea of beii aving lhai trust by stepping down early ran counter U) that belief. So through the end of the 
I ()5ih Congress, he'll conliiuie playing the role he has crafled for himself and fills well-that of the populist 
\oicc lor the disenfranchised, the progressive voice against .secrecy and domination by government, and 
ihc clo(.|iiciil voice m suppori of aid l\)r the poor. 

C.ton/;ilez Ivgaii his political career m 1953 when he became the first Mexican-American elected to the San 
Anionio Ciiv Council, and then broke similar ground when he was elected to the Texas Slate Senate. In 
1962 he became ihe first Mcxican-.Amei ican from Texas lo be elected lo ihe U.S. Congress. He has never 
liked such lokenislie labels, ihough. preferring lo be known sim|-)ly as an American. 

An I'̂ arly A(lv(Ra(t' lor [lousing 

( ion/:ilc/\ c-ommiimcni lo housing began long before his first election. /\s a college student he worked on 
,1 successful campaign lo bring pLiblic housing lo San /\nu.)iiio, and eventually became deputy director of 
ihai city's I lousing /\ulhorilv in charge of development and family relocation. Once elected to Congress, 
Cionzalez worked with Presidenl Ji>hnson on the Model Cities program and successfully won Model City 
(.lesimiation lor San /-Xiilonio. 

.As Chairman o\ the Housing Subcommittee of the House Committee on Banking and Financial 
SciN K cs tlic only Tlousing SLibcommitiee Chairman who had worked for a public housing 
.iLiihoniv-t lon/.ale/. presided over the nation's housing and community development policy during ihe 
I\C;ILJ:III and I U I N I I admii l is i i alions. I me and again, he elaslied with those presidents and their appointees as 
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ilic\ ;iileinpicd to cul lunding loi |iiograms. Des|.iite the iniraiisigence ol such officials, most notably 
Reagan's Til 'D Secretary Samuel Pierce, Gon/alez succeeded in shepherding several key pieces of 
lcgishilu)ii through |)assage in the SOs, including the Stewart B. MeKinney Homeless Assistance Act in 
1987, and ihe Cranston-Gonzalez NalK)nal Affordable Housing Act, which boosted federal lunding for 
housing programs, including some new programs such as Housing for People With AIDS (HOPWA). 

HIS wiii k in housing did not go unnoticed. Among ihe recognitions he received were the 1991 National 
Alliance lo TJKI Homelessness Award lor Public Sector Achievement, the 1997 Fair Housing Award, and a 
Tlousuiii As.sisuince Council Special Award in 1996. In 1990, Shelterforce bestowed Gonzalez with a 100 
pcicciii score in a Housing Scorecard. ranking members of Congress based upon their voting records on 
lioiising legislation. 

'We never needed lo lobby him," recalled veteran housing activist Gushing Dolbeare, "because he was 
always on our side already." He often went oul of his way lo listen lo what housing advocates had lo say 
aboiii pending legislation, and almost always supported their campaigns, she said. 

I oieiiiji Open the l ed 

\ siaiincli ch;in:|iion ol lull di.sclo.siiic from financial insiiUilions, Gon/alez was responsible for the 
Tlomcow ncrship and Ke|uii\ Proicciion .Aci of 1994, designed to curb creditors' practices of "reverse 
icdhniiig." Iiv w Inch lenders would largei disadvantaged communities for credit on unfair lenns, including 
hmh lale/high-lee home eL|uily loans. As Chairman of the lull House Committee on Banking and Financial 
Services, Gonzalez was responsible for "de-mystifying the Federal Reserve more than anybody in history," 
says Repieseniative Biirney Frank (D-MA). "He subslanlially changed the way the Fed operates, 
pariiculaiiy in the way they release information to the public, in that he forced them lo open minutes and 
decisions." 

(jon/,ilc/'s call lor the removal of T'ederal Reserve Chair Paul Volker "gave him a forum to address what 
he ihoughl uere honest grievances" aboui the excessive powers the Fed had gathered through 
indc|)cndence and secrecy, said f'Vank DeSlelant.). a Congressional staffer who worked wiih Gonzalez for 
maiiv veais. (Gonzalez's staff says he is no longer granting interviews.) 

Gonzalez's |xission foi openness in government went beyond banking, and he worked tirelessly to 
iinesiigaie and bring lo light cover-ups, conspiracies, and government gaffes. He established committees 
lu iincsiigaie ilie assassinations of .lohn F. Kennedy, Martin Lulher King, and Robert Kennedy, led 
iiucsiigations into ihc admmisiraiioiis of |)residents Reagan and Bush, ultimately calling for impeachment 
llc;lrlhu^ for thc iwo. and w.is m\ol\ed in ihe inilial hearings aix)und Presidenl Clinton's Whitewater affair, 
lie \\ ;is acii \ c 111 ihe iii\ esiigalions into thc Sc'scf. crisis of the 19S0s as well. 

Such cfloi'ls were meaiil lo shed lighi on the inner workings of government in Order to make the system 
more accountable to the peo|-)le who elect officials. Gonzalez is unique because of his "basic belief that the 
firsi and foremosi thing for an elected official is the relationship lo the people in his district and their 
needs." said DeSlefano His office doors in both Washington and San Anionio are adorned with signs 
proclaiming "This office belongs lo the people of the 20lh Congressional District, Texas." 

Changing Lives of Americans 

(ionzaie/ is "one of the lew people who live by their beliefs on a daily basis and put them into practice" 
said DeSlefano. "You couldn't find a perst)n more committed to helping the poor and the working man." 
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Known lor his leisliness-slories of Gonzalez resorting lo fislicul l's are legendary in Congress-Gonzalez 
was not one to hack down against the majority. His speeches in support of his coinmitment lo the poor and 
discnlranchised have irioveLl members of C'ongress to tears, and his frequent letters to colleagues in 
reproach of then conduct olien maLle headlines, as did a missive to Jim Leach (R-IA) in 1994, in which he 
called the ( ongressmaii "obslinaie." "disobedient," and "obduraie," among other things. 

f-oi Ins pari. Leach was one of the key speakers al ihe unveiling of Gonzalez's portrait in Congress in 
October. 1997. and gave no indication of having lei that lelier diminish his view of Gonzalez as a peer. " I 
kiio\\ of no more honorable member of Ci)ngress." he said. "Throughoui his effective career in public 
service, TIenrv Gonzalez has changed for the belter the lives of millions of AmeiicansE [and] has 
.slcadlasilv siotul up lor ihose less advantaged in American life." 

\liliough he \\cnt back on his word about stepping down early, Gonzalez says he is firmly committed to 
stepping down at the end of this year lo enjoy more time wiih his 21 grandchildren and three 
uicai iJiandcliildien. The RcpuT)licaiis who saw hirii as a resilienl thorn in their side for so many years are 
no doubl relieved, bul will likely not believe ii completely until he has actually left the building. 

I^:K'Is !o.Mvi.iv.h./.ApriI, I..99S index. 

II o.V'VTieiif j i j i ju 
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CURRENCY 
The Committee on Banking and Financial Services 

U.S House of Representatives, 105th Congress 
James A. Leach, Chairman 

Phniic: l2()2i 220-0471 Ta,\ (2U2) 220-()U.s2 Inicniel: litip://wwvv.house.guv/banking 

Tor Immediate Release Contact: David Runkel or 
Wednesday, October 8, 1997 Andrew Biggs 226-0471 

The Honorable James A. Leach 
Statement before the L . S . House of Representatives 

in tribute to Rep. Henry B. Gonzalez 

IVIr. Speaker, 1 join my friends on the other side of the aisle to pay tribute to the Gentleman from 
San Antonio, l exas. Representative Henry B. Gonzalez. 1 know of no more honorable Member of 
Congress. 

Vlore than 40 years a«;o, Henry Gonzalez began a long and exemplary career in public service. He 
served on the San Anionio City Council and later in the Texas State Senate, where he was, at that 
time, the first person of Mexican decent to serve in that body in more than 100 years. 

i :ieclcd to the S7th Congress on November 4, 1961, Henry has honorably and tirelessly served his 
constituents and his country for 35 years in the U.S. House of Representatives. A sign that has hung 
on the door of his office for many years sums up his perspective on the seat he has held in Congress. 
It reads: "This Office Belongs to the People of the 20th Congressional District, Texas." 

In January, 1962, Henry was appointed to serve as a member of the Committee on Banking and 
Currency, which is known today as the Committee on Banking and Financial Services. There he 
served effectively and ably as the Chairman of the Housing Subcommittee from 1981 to 1994, and 
Chairman of the full Committee from 1989 to 1994. 

When Henry became Chairman of the Banking Committee in 1989, the Nation was facing the most 
costly financial crisis in the history of the United States -- the half trillion dollar savings and loan 
debacle. Throughout this crisis, Henry Gonzalez led the Congress in enacting legislation to protect 
depositors, bring stability back to the beleaguered thrift industry, and restore the strength and 
integrity of the deposit insurance system. His leadership helped to avoid an even larger financial 
crisis with even more dire implications for the national economy. On the heels of enacting this 
legislation, Henry held numerous hearings to bring to light the abuses of some of the Nation's most 
notorious financiopaths. 
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An old fashioned l iberal , Henry never had a confiict of interest. He did not simply advocate, he lived 
campaign reform. His only special interest was his constituents. He never let them down, nor did 
they ever countenance an alternative. Honesty has its rewards. 

.As a young Hispanic male in San Antonio, and later in his work as a social worker , Henry 
experienced and witnessed first-hand the effects of discr iminat ion and the disenfranchisement of the 
poor. 

I he record of Henry's tenure as Chairman of the Housing Subcommittee il lustrates his commitment 
t(( helping those in need. Under his direct ion, the Housing Subcommittee held the first hearing -- in 
January 1983 -- on the growing homeless population in the United States, which led in 1987 to the 
enactment of comprehensive legislation to address the needs of the homeless, the Stewart B. 
MeKinney Homeless .Assistance Act. 

As colleagues on the Banking Committee, Henry and I held d i f fer ing positions on a number of issues 
- part icular ly on matters involving the independence of the Federal Reserve Board of Governors •• 
but Congressman Gonzalez has been clearly r ight on certain of his efforts, including attempts to 
br ing about more transparency in the operations of the Federal Reserve. He has also led Congress in 
efforts to uncover money laundering in various parts of the country, part icular ly in the San Antonio 
Federal Reserve Distr ict. 

Fhe legislative achievements of Henry Gonzalez -- spanning more than three decades of service in 
the Congress -- are far too numerous to mention dur ing this special order. But the many public 
service awards and honors that have been bestowed upon h im over the years, including the John F. 
Kennedy Profile In Courage Award , stand as testaments to the difference Henry Gonzalez has made. 

It is often said that the true riches in one's life can be measured by the lives one has touched and 
changed for the better. Throughout his effective career in public service, Henry Gonzalez has 
changed for the better the lives of mil l ions of Americans. Throughout his career in public service, 
Henry Gonzalez has steadfastly stood up for those less advantaged in American life. He has literally 
represented and improved the lives of mil l ions. For his honorableness, for his commitment to basic 
values, for his remembrance of his own roots, we in this House this evening honor a giant of a man, 
Henry B. Gonzalez of Texas. 
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The Washington Post, November 29, 2000 

Copyright 2000 The Washington Post 
The Washington Post 

November 29, 2000, Wednesday, Final Edition 

SECTION: METRO; Pg. 608 

LENGTH: 748 words 

HEADLINE: Henry Gonzalez, 37-Year Texas Representative, Dies; Democrat Served as Chairman of 
House Banking Committee, Was Revered as Champion of the Poor 

BYLINE: Martin Weil, Washington Post Staff Writer 

BODY: 

Henry B. Gonzalez, 84, the proudly populist, fiercely independent Texas Democrat who retired last 
year after 37 years in Congress, died Nov. 28 in San Antonio. He was taken to a hospital in the 
morning after feeling ill. 

Rep. Gonzalez, the first person of Mexican American heritage to represent Texas in the House, was 
regarded by admirers as a feisty and fearless champion of the poor and downtrodden. He was seen 
as a legislator who was guided by a stubborn integrity and was unafraid of offending the powerful, 

A prominent member of the Banking Committee, and its head for three terms, he gave close scrutiny 
lo the operations of the Federal Reserve System, passed key housing legislation and was credited 
with helping to repair the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., as well as passing measures aimed at 
cleaning up the savings and loan scandal of the early 1990s. 

Rep. Gonzalez also was a staunch foe of efforts to use the Banking Committee to hold hearings on 
the Whitewater matter--questions arising from an Arkansas land deal that plagued President Clinton 
throughout his administration. 

Lest anyone doubt where he stood on the matter. Rep. Gonzalez called allegations made by 
Republicans an "array of half-truths, old rumors, half-baked conspiracy theories and outright lies." 

He found Republican presidents more worthy of criticism. He proposed the impeachment of President 
Ronald Reagan after the 1983 Grenada invasion and the 1987 Iran-contra scandal. Dissatisfaction 
with what he viewed as encroachment on the war powers of Congress led him to call for the 
impeachment of President George Bush after the Persian Gulf War in 1991. 

Occasionally impetuous and sometimes short-tempered. Rep. Gonzalez could try the patience of even 
his fellow Democrats by his determination to blaze his own iconoclastic trail on Capitol Hill. 

HIS legend originated partly from a couple of incidents in which he went beyond oratory to express 
his views. In 1963, he hit a Republican congressman who said Rep. Gonzalez had compiled a 
left-wing voting record that abetted socialism and communism. In 1986, he hit another man who 
called him a Red. 

In November 1996, with the Republicans in control of the House and Rep. Gonzalez seeming less 
interested in the workings of the Banking Committee, members of his own party tried to dislodge him 
as ranking member of the panel. 
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But key supporters rallied to him. "This guy defines the Democratic Party's values," said then-Rep. 
Joseph P. Kennedy I I I , who called Rep. Gonzalez "a folk hero." 

And in a memorable speech. Rep. Gonzalez struck a powerful blow for his own cause. 

"I say to you, I have served with honor and integrity and success," he told the members of his 
party's caucus. 

"And so I appeal to you. Do the right thing. Do the fair thing. I appeal to your sense of justice. One 
last term as ranking member and I will not disappoint you." 

The caucus, composed of skeptics as well as admirers, broke into applause, and the Texan carried 
Ihe day. 

The San Antonio-born son of parents of Mexican heritage. Rep. Gonzalez honed his English as a 
young man through reading Carlyle and Stevenson. He studied at San Antonio College and at the 
University of Texas in Austin before World War I I , in which he served in military intelligence. He held 
a law degree from St. Mary's University in San Antonio. 

Becoming active in politics after the war, he made it to the San Antonio City Council, and he reached 
the Texas Senate in 1957, where he won attention with a 22-hour filibuster against a bill seen as a 
backdoor means of protecting school segregation. 

He was trounced when he ran as a liberal in his party's gubernatorial primary in 1958, but he came 
back for more. In 1961, he entered two big races. The first was for the Senate seat vacated when 
Lyndon B. Johnson became vice president. That run failed badly. But later that year, a Democrat left 
the U.S. House to become a judge, and with the active backing of the John F. Kennedy 
administration and with firm support in Hispanic neighborhoods. Rep. Gonzalez got a ticket to 
Washington. 

Rep. Gonzalez, who was called Henry B., insisted that his politics were not determined by his ethnic 
origins. 

"1 am a Democrat without prefix, suffix, apology or any other kind of modification," he said. 

Ill health led to his retirement last year. His son. Rep. Charlie Gonzalez (D-Tex.), succeeded him. 

He was married to Bertha Cuellar and had eight children. 
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BODY: 
Former Representative Henry B. Gonzalez, a pugnacious and partisan Texas Democrat who used 
his perch as the chairman of the House banking committee to champion public housing and tighter 
controls over the savings and loan industry, died today in a San Antonio Hospital. He was 84 and 
lived in San Antonio. 

Mr. Gonzalez, whose irascible manner and staunch defense of the downtrodden exasperated many 
colleagues but inspired his constituents to keep him in Congress for 37 years, died at Baptist Medical 
Center after he awoke feeling poorly, a family spokesman said. 

The cause of death was not immediately determined, said the spokesman, Adrian Saenz. 

Mr. Gonzalez, the child of Mexican immigrants, was an ardent supporter of desegregation in Texas 
and later became an avid admirer of President John F. Kennedy. During his long Congressional 
career, from 1961 to 1998, he led critical inquiries into the savings and loan scandal of the 1980's 
and into the Bush administration's dealings with Iraq before the Persian Gulf war. 

But Mr. Gonzalez, a former college boxer, will also be remembered for his inclination to throw an 
occasional punch at detractors. 

in a San Antonio restaurant, he heard himself referred to as a Communist by a much younger man. 
Mr, Gonzalez, who was 70 at the time, gave the man a black eye. He was later unrepentant. 

That combative spirit fueled a famous feud with Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., the secretary of housing and 
urban development in the Reagan administration. Mr. Gonzalez fought for more low-cost housing at a 
time when Mr. Pierce sought to dismantle such federal programs. 

A stocky, untelegenic politician who was partial to polyester suits and loud ties, Mr. Gonzalez 
occasionally took to the House floor for ruminations on abuses by the federal government. He sought 
the impeachment of two Republican presidents: Ronald Reagan, after the 1983 invasion of Grenada, 
and George Bush, in connection with the 1987 Iran-contra scandal. 

He clashed again with Mr. Bush when he investigated accusations that the United States had sought 
to curry favor with President Saddam Hussein of Iraq by offering agricultural loan guarantees and 
access to technology with military applications. 
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Bush administration officials denied a role in strengthening President Hussein, whose 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait led to the Persian Gulf war. 

Although Mr, Gonzalez was a fierce partisan, his investigation of the savings and loan industry was 
especially painful to Democrats, He exposed the efforts of Charles F. Keating, the director of Lincoln 
Savings and Loan to influence senators responsible for regulating the industry. Four of the so-called 
Keating Five senators implicated in the scandal were fellow Democrats. 

Mr. Gonzalez drafted legislation to authorize a federal bailout of the savings and loan industry in 
1989 and to impose new regulatory safeguards. 

For all his contact with movers and shakers of the financial industry, Mr. Gonzalez prided himself on 
his honesty and independence. 

He once claimed that he had shuffled through the muddy paths of politics at a local, state and 
national level but "I still haven't gotten the tips of my shoes dirty." 

At times, Mr. Gonzalez's obstinacy was disruptive. In 1977, he abruptly resigned from leading a 
House investigation into the assassinations of President Kennedy and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. After a bitter squabble with the panel's chief counsel, Mr. Gonzalez quit, asserting that elements 
of organized crime were succeeding in keeping the truth obscured. 

Mr. Gonzalez was the first Mexican-American to represent Texas in Congress. But despite his pride in 
his heritage, he did not want to be identified solely by his ethnicity, and he dropped out of the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus. 

Born in 1916 to recent immigrants from Mexico, Mr. Gonzalez was one of six children who grew up 
familiar with discrimination and poverty. He studied engineering for two years at the University of 
Texas but was forced to return home for lack of money during the Depression. He went on to earn a 
law degree at St. Mary's University in San Antonio, though he later took jobs working for his father's 
translation service. He once resigned from a position as a probation officer in juvenile court after he 
was prohibited from hiring a black employee. 

Elected to the San Antonio City Council in 1953, Mr. Gonzalez won approval for a measure to 
desegregate city facilities. As a state senator, he led a 35-hour filibuster against bills favoring racial 
segregation. 

He once said that he had few blacks in his district, but that the principle of equal access was worth 
defending. "If a bill violates the constitutional rights of even one person, then it has to be struck 
down," he said in 1992. 

During his years in Washington, Mr. Gonzalez shunned the capital's social scene, preferring the 
comfort of a small apartment stuffed with books. His family never moved to Washington, so he 
commuted home most weekends. 

He IS survived by his wife of 60 years. Bertha, and eight sons and daughters: Henry B. Jr., 
Rosemary, Charlie, Bertha, Steven, Genevieve, Frank and Anna. 

His son Charlie now represents the San Antonio district that Mr. Gonzalez held for so long. 
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