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Drafts 01/19/00 11:15pm 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J . CLINTON 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 27, 2000 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my fellow 
Americans: Tonight I have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union Address of a new 
century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our nation 
enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so little intemal 
crisis or so few extemal threats. Never have our values - of freedom and democracy - been 
more ascendant around the world. Never have we had such a blessed opportunity - and, 
therefore, such a profound obligation - to build the more perfect union of our founders' dreams. 

We end the 20th Century, and begin the 2Ist, at a high point in our history. There is no 
better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams for our children. No better moment to make 
big plans for our nation. No better moment than today. 

Today we are experiencing a remarkable American renaissance. Twenty million new 
jobs. The fastest economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30 
years; the lowest poverty rate in 20 years; the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years; the 
lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rate ever; the highest home ownership 
ever. And next month, America will achieve the longest econoniic expansion in our nation's 
history. 

My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our union is 
strong - the strongest it has ever been. 

We are experiencing not only a renaissance of the American economy, but something 
even more important: a renewal of the American spirit. Across our land we see a revival of 
responsibility... a renewal of the bonds of community. Who would have thought that in just 
seven years we could cut the welfare rolls in half, and moved millions from welfare to work? 
Who would have thought that we could cut crime by one quarter, to its lowest level in more than 
30 years? Who would have thought that we could reverse virtually every terrible social frend of 
the last few decades, from teen pregnancy^going down, to adoptions going up? Our social fabric, 
once frayed, is on the mend. Vfl*»"̂ jiSNMi 

Tonight it is clear: Our nation is prepared for the new century. 

^aaho^leof thabthe American people - by the hard work they do every day - deserve ITO*^^ 
the credit, and our thanks. My gratitude also goes to the many of you, here in this chamber, who 
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At a time whemtechnology ic transforming our worid, let'^ realize full promise and 
make sure our values guide our progress. . ^ . i ^ 

At a time of steadily falling crime, let's make America the safest big nation on Earth. (^j^j^^jJ^^^jT^ 

At a time when more families are working families, let's ensure that parents have the 
tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all - raising children. — tk^^^*x^tx. 

At a time when knowledge is the key to the new economy, let's make sure every child 
begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed. 

At a time when America is growing more diverse than ever, let's finally become what > 
we've always known we can be: one nation, under God, indivisible. 

These are big goalŝ ^ We may not reach them this year. But I believe we will reach them. 
And we will get there the same way we got here: not in one single leap, but step by step -
always building on our progress, moving forward, gaining ground. 

Of course, you can't gain ground if you're standing still. And for too long, this Congress 
has been standing still on some of our most oressinijiatic^al priorities. Let's get moving. This 

I j i ^ ^ J ^ j ^ year, let's strengthen Social Security. Let's mod^Thize Medicare with a voluntary prescription-
dmg benefit. Let's pass a real patients' bill of rights. Let's pass common-sense gun-safety 
legislation. Let's pass meaningful hate-crimes legislation. Let's raise the minimum wage. 

But that will only be the beginning of our joumey. 

Tonight, I will propose the first steps into the bold new frontier of the 2Ist century. I 
will begin with a New Opportunity Agenda for this new era—an agenda rooted in responsibility, 
and designed to create a stronger and more inclusive community. At its core is a simple, 
powerful, fundamental principle: "Opportunity for all." 

This new agenda updates an old American value for the Information Age. Two centuries 
ago, at our nation's founding, opportunity meant, most of all, the freedom to carve a farm and an 
existence out of the forest frontier. Fifty years ago, opportunity meant a high school education -
or even the G.I. Bill - and a job for life. Today, opportunity means something different, ft 
means having a computer and knowing how to use it. It means changing careers and a lifetime 
of leaming. It means mastering the tools and technologies of the new economy, in which ideas 
and information are the keys to success. 

Our first steps into the 2ist Century must be the right steps. They must be guided, first 
and foremost, by our faith that all children can leam and all adults can succeed. 

OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY IN EDUCATION 
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For seven years we have pursued a simple strategy on education: Invest more, and 
demand more in retum. Offer opportunity, but demand responsibility. We have helped neariy 
every state set higher academic standards for their schools. We are closing in on our goal of 
connecting every classroom and library in America to the Intemet. And for two years in a row. 
Congress has supported our effort to hire 100,000 new, qualified teachers, to lower class sizes in 
the eariy grades. This Congress must continue that support. 

With these and other efforts, our students are leaming more. Scores on college entrance 
exams are going up, even as more students from more-diverse backgrounds are taking the test. 
And some of the most impressive academic gains are happening in schools in some of America's 
poorest neighborhoods. 

Schools like Beaufort [B'YOU-fert] Elementary in South Carolina. Five years ago, 
Beaufort was classified as one of the state's worst-performing schools. But under a new 
principal, Ruth Summeriin, Beaufort embraced accountability and higher academic standards, 
and started afterschool and summer school programs for students who were behind. Today, 
Beaufort's math and test scores exceed the state average, and local parents are pulling their 
children out of private schools and putting them in Beaufort. Ruth Summeriin is with us here 
tonight. 1V^a»JJ^-^^\5^^^^«x^^t^*Ji^ ^HW^Ouii^ < : M M . ^ , 

I have visited schools like Beaufort all across America ~ schools that have tumed 
themselves around with the same proven formula: greater accountability, higher standards, and 
the conviction that all students can leam. Unfortunately, there are too many low-performing 
schools in this country that are not applying these lessons - schools where, year after year, 
children fail to get the knowledge and skills they need to make the most of their God-given 
talents. 

Last year, from this podium, I proposed an Education Accountability Act, to 
fundamentally change the way the federal govemment invests in our schools - to support what 
we know works, and stop supporting what doesn't. This year, I challenge Congress to not only 
pass that measure, but to make dramatic new investments in ideas we know are working. 

We know that quality afterschool and summer school programs boost academic 
achievement. They also keep children off the street in the hours before parents get home from 
work, when juvenile crime soars. Tonight, I propose that we double our investment for 
afterschool and summer school. If we do this, we can give everv child in every failing school in 
America the chance to meet high standards - and to beat them. 

We know that our children who leam early leam best. And since 1993, we've put over 
150,000 more children in the successful Head Start pre-school program, and improved the 
quality of Head Start. Tonight, I propose the largest funding increase for Head Start in history. 
With this increase, plus greater investment in early leaming, we can take the first step toward 
providing universal pre-school for every four-year-old in America. 

We know that if we want our children to leam, we need good teachers and principals. 
Tonight, I propose new efforts to help states and school districts recmit the best and brightest 
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people to teaching, train principals as leaders and get rid of bad ones. And we must finish the 
job of hiring 100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class size. 

We know that antiquated classrooms get in the way of leaming, and that a third of aU^^'iTv 
schools in America are in serious disrepair - with leaky roofs and antiquated electrical wiringT^ % r V 
Tonight, I propose new investments to make immediate, urgent repairs to our schools. I renew 
my call for a tax credit to help build or modemize 6,000 schools nationwide - so we can take our p 
children out of trailers and put them in modem classrooms. And let's make our high schools ^ \ 
safer and better by investing in making them smaller. Let's make sure our kids go to schools 
where everybody knows their name. 

We know that we must tumaround failing schools - or shut them down. Last fall. 
Congress passed my plan to give districts the resources to do so. This year, let's double that ^ 
investment. Let's also increase our investment in charter schools, to give parents more choice. ^ . 
And let's give bonuses to states that succeed in making scores go up across the board. 

We must also do more to help high school students prepare for, and succeed in, college 
We must increase tutoring and mentoring efforts, bring advanced placement courses to schools in] 
isolated mral areas via the Intemet, and offer disadvantaged students the same test prep courses 
wealthier students use to boost their scores on college entrance exams. [TK: Schumer/ college 
tax ideas] 

REWARDING WORK AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 

It is often said that the foundation of American life is the family. I would add "the 
working family," for it is through work that we support our families, and pass on our values to 
our children. That is why the basic goal of so much of what we have done - from reforming 
welfare to raising the minimum wage - has been to encourage and reward work; to give more 
opportunities for a better life to all families responsible enough to work for it. 

Simply put: When you work hard and play by the mles, good things should follow, f ^ / ^ i j ^ 
your standard of living, to your savings, to your self-esteem. 

One of the most powerful incentives to work has been the Eamed Income Tax Credit, a 
targeted tax cut for low-income working families. The "E" in "EITC" is about eaming; about 
working; about taking responsibility and being rewarded for it. As one of my first actions as 
President, I asked the Congress to dramatically expand the EITC, and we did. As a result, the 
EFTC helped more than 4.3 million Americans in 1998 work their way into the middle class -
double the number in 1993. 

Tonight I propose that we expand opportunity by substantially expanding the EITC. We 
should reduce the marriage penalty for the EITC, making sure that this tax credit rewards 
marriage, and family, just as it rewards work, and expand the tax credit for families with more 
than two children. Our plan would provide those families up to $1,200 more in tax relief. That's 
enough for the average family to pay three months' mortgage or eight months of health care 
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coverage. And it's an added incentive to make their way into the middle class. They're working 
hard for it. We should help them to reach it. 

For people who play by the rules, there's something else that should be within reach: 
their place of work. But two-thirds of new jobs are in the suburbs, far away from many low-

Wherever they live, working parents need quality child care. Last year, we helped 
parents provide care for 1.25 million children. But child care should be better, safer, and more ; L 
affordable, ft's what our children deserve and what working parents need. My child care ^s*t<. 
initiative would increase and improve care for 150,000 more children. And it's time we make 
the child care tax credit refundable to help families who need it most. Parents should be able to 
balance work and family - not have to choose between them. 

. L 
Three years ago, we created a new way for hard-pressed working families to provide '^'^^ . 

health care for their children: the Children's Health Insurance Program. In less than a veaL " 
enrollment CHIP has doubled, to 2 million children. But we must do more. As Vice President 
Gore has been saying, if states are looking to insure more children, they should go where the 
children are - in schools, churches, and child-care centers. And we should take the next step and 
enroll their parents, too. Nine million of them are eligible, but uninsured. And let's give a real, 
affordable option to the fastest growing group of uninsured: people between 55 and 65 who lose 

^ e i r coverage. We should allow them to buy into Medicare, C^J*^g^Ai.^V>^A^^toiXii.Vji^ 

[Tipper Gore, Mental Health - TK] 

And let's make sure that men and women get equal pay for equal work. Jgda^, women 
f-am 7S rents for every Hnllar men p.am^ That's iust not good cnough/^y budgct^rovidcs much 

Reeded resources to enforce equal pay laws, and to train women for high-paying, high-tech jobs, 
yiii-we should pass the Paycheck Faimess ̂ t A That will go a lung way lowoid opportunttyand 
dignity foi woridng women.- «v>M». 

This year, I am proposing a progressive savings initiative to help low- and moderate-
income families work and save for rettrement. [policy TK] 

Franklin Roosevelt once said that "personal responsibility, guided by collective 
conscience, is the discipline of democracy." We have no greater responsibility than to love and 
support the children we bring into this worid. Yet nearly one child in three in America today 
grows up in a home without a father - and these children are five times more likely to live in 
poverty than children with both parents at home. I know many single mothers do a magnificent 
job of raising their children. But their task is made infinitely harder when there is no father to 
contribute income and love; to share the burdens and joys of parenthood; to teach the boys to be 
men and the giris to expect respect from men. Four years ago, we made an historic reform of 
welfare that has helped millions of mothers move from dependency on a welfare check to the 
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dignity of a paycheck. Demanding and promoting responsible fatherhood is the critical next 
stage of welfare reform. 

We have already begun, over the last seven years, to crack down on fathers who fail to 
pay child support by denying them drivers' licenses and creating a national database to track 
them across state lines. As a result, child support payments have doubled since 1993. The 
number of unwed fathers who legally acknowledge their patemity has tripled. A»»^he 
percentage of children bom into unwed homes, after skyrocketing for decades, has begun to level 
off, and the teenage birth rate is falling. 

This is progress. But we must accelerate that progress, step by step, until the day that 
every father in America takes responsibility for his children. We can begin by toughening 
measures against fathers who owe child support, such as booting their cars. We can give fathers 
even more incentive to contribute by allowing more of their child support payments to go 
directly to their families. 

And to absent parents who owe child support, we should say: we'll help you do right by 
your children, but you have to go to work, and pay them what you owe. 

Helping absent parents and others join the culture of work is good not just for them and 
their families. At a time when businesses across America have labor shortages, it is also good 
for our economy. Four years ago, I asked corporate leaders to join with us in a partnership to 
provide jobs to those leaving the welfare rolls. Today, 12,000 companies have hired neariy 
650,000 former welfare recipients. Yet these companies need still more new workers. And they 
say they are increasingly willing to hire from a growing pool of potential labor: the half-million 
ex-offenders who leave our prisons every year. Tonight, I propose a new initiative to train, 
counsel, and more carefully monitor ex-offenders so they can become responsible employees, 
family members, and citizens. 

For our economy to continue to enjoy rapid growth without inflation, it is vital that our 
corporations find not just new workers to hire, but new opportunities to invest, and new markets 
in which to sell. I believe these new markets exist right here in America—in the inner cities, 
poor mral areas, and Indian reservations - places that have not yet been blessed by our nation's 
prosperity. Over the last six months, I have traveled to many of these places - joined by many 
of you - to shine a spotlight on the enormous opportunities in America's new markets. 

Now, more than ever, we have the means to expand the circle of opportunity wide 
enough to include the men and women at its margins, so that no one who's willing to work is left 
behind as our nation moves ahead. For business, it's the smart thing to do. And for America, 
it's the right thing to do. If we don't do it now, when will we ever get around to it? 

I believe businesses should have the same incentives to invest in America's new markets 
as they have to invest in new markets abroad. In this year's budget, I call on Congress to double 
our New Markets Tax Credit, to spur $12 billion in new equity capital for our untapped markets. 
We should also greatly increase funding to help large-scale businesses expand or relocate to our 
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inner cities or rural areas. And we should increase the tax incentives that promote growth in our 
Empowerment Zones. 

Speaker Hastert, it was a powerful moment last November when you joined me and 
Reverend Jesse Jackson on stage at Englewood High School, in your home state of Illinois, and 
pledged to work with my administration on common ground for New Markets legislation^^^ 
4e.:^weri.4og.the^to finish the job. t ; ^ ^ i l ^ i a ^ ^ J S . u ^ ^ 

Last July, I became the first President to visit an Indian reservation since Franklin 
Roosevelt. That's far too long. In this new century, let's honor our historic responsibility to 
Nattve Americans - the first Americans. My budget increases by more than $1 billion our 
investment in health care, education, law enforcement, and infrastmcture. Indian Country is a 
new market America should not - and must not - ignore. 

We must also fulfill our obligation to our farming communities, the lifeblood of our 
When I signed die fagTTi^ill in 1996,1 waffj?on^iTted it would work well in good times but f tm 

'""MStTin bad tim^*^flredent years, ouB-fmn l̂y farms have endured droughts floods andiMM • W V I l I I I U a U l l l l l L / j . i l l I V ^ V ^ l l l j r \ . /M i t> , . . . ^ . . w . . — • • 

financial crises abroad. Om Nuw MaikUh Liitialivc will help thom divoroify their economic 7jJ|Jf^*''^N»j^s 
b f t s« ;^ t lot-'.D aloo do more than mond the farm safety net -let'c etrengthen iu ^ r̂vuji»VU»* 

This spring, I will lead a New Markets tour to focus on another challenge: the growing 
"digital divide" between those who have access to the new economy and those who don't. T3t 

"(lie very technology that drives our expansion also creates tools to ensure that everyone, from the 
city to the farm to the reservation, can join in building our nation. My budget creates 1,000 new 
technology centers to connect poor communities to the economic mainstream. It also helps 
mobilize the combined force of public, private, and nonprofit sectors to increase Intemet access 
in low-income areas. Because you can't get in the game until you have the tools to play. 

GLOBAL CHANGE AND AMERICAN LEADERSHIP 

As we move to master the possibilities of the new economy at home, we must also lead in 
shaping a global economy that extends our prosperity - and expresses our values. 

•eterlntemational trade now accounts for one-quarter of our economy, ft creates good 
jobs and brings us new products and technologies. We need to keep that trade growing, and 
make sure it grows fairly. That means enforcing our own mles to protect our workers, our 
industries, and our environment, ft means making intemational trade - and the WTO - more 
open and responsive to concems about dignity of work and quality of life. And it means 
remembering that a global economy based on mles is far preferable than one with no mles at all. 

That is why China should join the WTO and live under the same trade mles we do. And 
when it does, America's companies and workers should gain new opportunities in every sector or 
China's vast market. I ask Congress to lock in this opportunity by passing Permanent Normal 
Trade Relations status for China. This is a good deal for America, ft will level the playing field 
in U.S.-China trade, and it is a chance to help China along the road to change. 
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When we engage in the global economy, we are investing in our shared future. Growth 
from trade is not just vital for us, but for the 1.3 billion people around the worid who still live on 
less than a dollar a day. To help pass opportunity on to them, we should do our part - our full 
part - to reduce the debts that cripple the worid's poorest nations. I ask Congress to support that 
effort, and to finalize our initiatives to unlock new trade with Africa and the Caribbean Basin. If 
we stay engaged, we will be helping Americans master the new economy . . . and helping others 
around the worid become masters of their own future. 

At a moment when American power is unrivaled and the worid is coming together around 
ideals we have lived by and died for, we have a responsibility to lead. Never forget the 
Americans who stmggled to give us this chance. Never forget that hundreds of millions of 
people live in peace today because of the Americans who rest in peace in graves marked and 
unmarked across the worid. We have come too far, sacrificed too much, to stop the worid and 
get off now; we must continue to shape the worid. So let us look beyond our borders to the big 
questions that will shape the 21^' century worid, and look within for the strength to find the 
answers. 

A central questton is whether our security will be threatened by regional conflicts, 
especially those rooted in ethnic and religious tensions, that pose the risk of wider war. With all 
its amazing advances, our modem worid is still bedeviled by our oldest failing - fear of those 
who are different from us. In too many places, that fear is exploited by unscmpulous leaders 
trying to cling to power or make bmtal war on their neighbors. 

America cannot prevent every conflict or stop every outrage. But when our interests and 
our values are at stake and we can make a difference, we must be peacemakers. For history 
teaches that all big wars start small, and when human beings anywhere are singled out for 
destmction because of who they are, it is our common humanity that suffers. 

We should be proud that we have helped bring the Middle East closer than ever to 
comprehensive peace. [Update on Israel-Syria; essential that America does its share]. 

We should be proud of the role America played in bring peace to Northem freland... in 
helping to end the bloodletting in East Timor...in supporting efforts to end Africa's cmel wars. 

And we should be proud of the men and women of our armed forces who made it 
possible for a million innocent people to retum home to Kosovo last year. Now, instead of 
stmggling to defeat something evil, we can focus on building something good: a Europe 
undivided, democratic and at peace for the first time in history. 

With us today are two Americans who've shown how both power and persuasion can 
serve the cause of peace. When Slobodan Milosevic unleashed ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, 
Captain John Cherrey was one of the brave airmen who tumed the tide - and when an American 
plane went down, he flew into the teeth of Serbian air defenses to bring its pilot home. When the 
peace process in Northem Ireland was in trouble, the man who did so much to start it went back 
one more time to save it, and now, with George Mitchell's help, the people there have a working 
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govemment with all parties represented. Captain Cherrey, Senator Mitchell, we honor you with 
our gratitude, and with our determination to finish the work you helped begin. 

A second question is whether our former adversaries, Russia and China, emerge in the 
coming century as stable, prosperous, democratic partners of the United States. 

Today, we face a Russia weakened by the legacy of communism, by economic crisis, by 
a cmel and futile war in Chechnya. But never forget how much else has changed: 5,000 former 
Soviet nuclear weapons dismantled; Russian troops serving with us in the Balkans; a 
constitutional transfer of power from one leader to another for the first time in a 1000 years of 
Russian history. Russia's long joumey to democracy is profoundly important. A generation 
from now, let it be said we did our part to help. 

As for China, we must promote our interest with firmness, but not fear. China cannot 
buy its stability and stature at the expense of freedom. But let us not isolate China from the 
global forces empowering its people to seek a better life. We want to see China on the inside, 
playing by the mles, not on the outside denying them. 

A third question for the new century is whether terrorists and hostile nations will acquire 
the means to undermine our defenses, and make us live in fear again. 

Thanks in part to the biggest counter-terrorism operation in our history, the millennial 
celebrations passed without a violent attack. But this age-old threat, magnified by modem tools 
of destmction, remains real. 

To prevent terrorists and potential adversaries from acquiring deadly weapons, we must 
work with Russia to keep nuclear weapons secure and continue to reduce our arsenals. We must 
restrain nuclear and missile programs in North Korea and fran's, and continuing to prevent fraq 
from threatening its neighbors. And we must strength global standards against proliferation, 
That is why I am committed to working with the Senate on a bipartisan basis to rebuild a 
consensus for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

We are also developing a system to defend America against missile attack from ouUaw 
nations, while working to preserve the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty with Russia. And my 
balanced budget devotes $2 billion to defend America's cyberspace against hackers, criminals 
and potential adversaries. 

A fourth question is whether the stability of the 2 l " century would will be threatened by a 
growing gap between rich and poor. We just cannot accept a future in which part of humanity 
lives on the cutting edge of a new economy, while another lives on the edge of survival. 

A large part of the answer is freedom. With the hopeful transitions to democracy in 
Nigeria and Indonesia, more people won the right to choose their leaders in 1999 than in 1989, 
the year the Beriin Wall fell. Yet even countries making all the right choices must sometimes 
stmggle to deliver for their people. 
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We must stand by democracies like Columbia fighting for their lives - and for our lives -
against narcotics traffickers. I have proposed a two-year, $1.6 billion package to help Colombia 
and I count on your support. 

We must stand by impoverished nations held back by debt and disease. My budget calls 
for a new $150 million investment in the global fight against AIDS and other infectious killers. 
And I will call on our partners in the G-7 and around the worid tojoin us in a Millennium 
initiative to speed the delivery and development of vaccines to countries that might otherwise 
never be able to afford them. Today, I am proposing a tax credit that will say to private industry 
- if you develop vaccines for diseases like malaria, AIDS and TB, we will help pay for them, and 
we will lift millions of lives together. 

The final questions are the most important of all: Will America continue to lead? How 
do we see ourselves and our role for the next century? 

In the 20"̂  century, America was thmst into global leadership by circumstance. Now we 
have to choose whether to shape the worid. But it's really no choice at all, not if we want our 
children to know peace and prosperity and the promise of a better day. We could choose to see 
our role as a burden. I choose to see it as a blessing, a privilege, a responsibility. 

That's why we have reversed the decline in defense spending that began in 1985. We 
must continue to work together to keep our military the best trained, best equipped in the worid. 
My budget invests in readiness and in 21" century weapons. And it raises salaries for our men 
and women in uniform. O^JiA " C»**JJ*^-T-

We must also continue to fund the 1 percent of our budget that supports our intemational 
engagement and keeps our soldiers out of war. Last year, you worked with me to do that and to 
resume paying our UN dues and arrears. Let's do it again this year. And let's remember that 
building the right kind of global community is vital for a strong, secure American community . . . 

RESPONSIBILITY AND CRIME 

Here is another heartening statistic. The overall crime rate in America has dropped every 
year for the past seven years ~ the longest continuous decline in crime ever recorded, ft 
happened because we took more responsibility for helping America fight crime, from passing the 
Brady bill to funding 100,000 new community police officers. Last fall, Congress agreed to 
support my plan to hire up to 50,000 more police officers, with special help for high-crime 
neighborhoods. Congress must continue that support this year. 

But while we are grateful that America is much safer, no one believes America is safe 
enough. We have the opportunity and responsibility to make America the safest big country in 
the world. 

We must begin by doing more to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and juveniles. 
Last year, Congress listened to the gun lobby, rather than the American people, and gave up a 
chance to require Brady background checks at gun shows and child safety locks for all new 
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handguns. Passing this common-sense gun safety legislation should be the very next action of 
this Congress. 

But we can and must do more. States require hunters and automobile drivers to have 
licenses. To reduce firearms accidents and keep guns out of the wrong hands, tonight I propose 
that states have licenses for gun purchasers as well. 

To those who say that instead of strengthening gun laws, we should better enforce gun 
laws now on the books. I say, we already are. Federal gun crime prosecutions are higher today 
than in 1992, and are up 25 percent since 1998. But again, we should do more. We must hire 
more federal and local gun prosecutors, and more ATF agents to crack down on illegal gun 
traffickers and bad-apple dealers who supply guns to criminals and juveniles. We must supply 
law enforcement with the tools to trace the origin of every gun used in a crime in America. And 
we must create a national ballistics network capable of tracing almost any bullet left at a crime 
scene anywhere in America to the gun of the criminal who fired it. 

Listen to this: the accidental gun death rate of children under 15 is nine times higher in 
the U.S. than in 25 other industrialized nations combined. Technologies now exist that could 
lead to guns that can only be fired by the adults who own them. It's time to help the gun industry 
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( ^ Another vital measure we can take to reduce the crime rate is to provide more 
/ supervision, and demand more responsibility, from the hundreds of thousands of offenders who 
/ leave our prisons every year. We know that those on parole or probation who use dmgs are [tk]-
/ ^ times more likely than others to commit another crime, but half as likely to do so if they get dmg 
I ' treatment. We must provide them that dmg treatment, along with dmg testing and a simple 
l^bargain: stay clean and you stay free; do dmgs and you do more time. 

\ . The tragic school shootings in Littleton and elsewhere have been a terrible reminder of 
^how vulnerable our children are to violence—and how much more we must do, at all levels of 

society, to protect them. Last year, I launched a national grassroots campaign to bring experts 
and local communities together to identify the most effective responses to youth violence. We 
also began funding efforts by local communities to develop comprehensive solutions to school 
violence, and this year we must increase our support of this vital endeavor. 

Every parent I know worries about the amount of violence in the media. I believe the 
entertainment industry should respond to parents concems. I give the industry credit for 
accepting my challenge to put voluntary ratings not just on movies but on TV programming and 
video and Intemet games. This year, we must go farther. Let's give parents what they most 
need: one rating system for all their children's entertainment—a system that is easy to 
understand and enforce. Tonight, I want to honor the person who has championed this idea, and 
been a champion of children and families as long as I have known her, your First Lady and my 
wife: Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
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At its best, popular culture can uplift and educate us even as it entertains us. Joining us 
tonight is someone whose half-century of work has appealed to the very best in our children -
indeed, in all of us. We already miss reading "Peanuts" each day, but Chariie Brown, Lucy, and 
Snoopy will never be far from our hearts. We thank you, Charies Schulz, for your creations, and 
for being here with us. 

RESPONSIBILITY, OPPORTUNITY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

We have an abiding responsibility to be wise stewards of our air, water, and land. And 
because of new technologies, we also have the opportunity to do so in ways that enhance 
economic growth. 

I am grateful for the many opportunities Vice President Gore and I have had to honor this 
commitment to future generations - and to finally put to rest the long-outdated notion that a 
strong economy and a healthy environment are incompatible goals. For as our economy has 
grown ever stronger, our environment has grown ever healthier. We have rid countless 
neighborhoods of toxic waste; ensured cleaner drinking water for millions of families; taken a]r2>o*^ 
unprecedented action to improve the air we breathe. '^v*)^,^^^ 

Two weeks ago, I visited the north rim of the Grand Canyon and created three new 
National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres of forests and deserts and 
wildemess we are preserving for all Americans, for all time. In the past three months alone, we 
have acted to preserve pristine backcountry lands in our National Forests and created three new 
National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres we have protected for all 
Americans, for all time. Not since the days of Theodore Roosevelt has the nation come together 
to save so much precious land in the continental United States. 

But our population and our cities are growing, and our commitment to conservation must 
keep growing as well. So tonight, as part of my Lands Legacy Initiative, I propose creating, for 
the first time, a permanent conservation endowment to save wildlands, protect coastlines, restore 
wildlife, and preserve small but sacred green spaces. This endowment would provide nearly 
$1.5 billion each year - by far the largest, most enduring investment in land preservation ever 
proposed. 

As we rise to protect our land, we must also help other nations that are stmggling to 
protect theirs. The rainforests are the lungs of our planet - and yet they are disappearing at the 
rate of more than 50 acres a minute. Tonight, I propose a new plan to help developing countries 
from the Amazon to the Congo Basin strengthen their economies by preserving, rather than 
destroying, their irreplaceable forests. 

The greatest environmental challenge of the new century is global warming. Scientists 
tell us that the 1990s were the hottest decade of the entire millennium - and that if we fail to 
heed the writing on the wall, our seas will rise and natural disasters will become more frequent 
with each passing year. America must act. America must lead. 
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Tonight, I announce three new efforts to do just that. First, I propose a [$100 million] 
initiative to help developing countries adopt clean-energy technologies and avoid the costly 
trade-offs that we made in the past. With these new technologies, they can expand their 
economies, improve the lives of their people, and protect the environment at the same time. 
Second, to strengthen efforts at home, I propose closing the loophole that allows old power 
plants to foul the air our children breathe and to continue spewing more greenhouse gases than 
any other source. Third, I call on the auto industry to help move the next generation of vehiclesj't^^ 
- cars that get 70 or more miles to the gallon - from the laboratory to the showroom floor. ^ J h . 

We must put 21st century technology to work in building a 21st century economy in 
harmony with the environment. We must make sure this country of ours lasts through the ages. 

THE OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

As we enter this new era, it is already clear: technology is making it a millennium of 
miracles. They promise dramatic improvements in health, in our economy and in our quality of 
hfe. 

Biotechnology - and our growing understanding of human genetics and physiology -
promises new treatments for disabilities and real cures for dread diseases. We are now on the 
brink of sequencing the human genome - the very code of life - which could bring cures for 
cancer, Alzheimer's, and AIDS. The new science of nanotechnology that allows us to manipulate ""^CJ^ 
molecules ~ even atoms - could help us detect tumors as small as a single cell, or develop 
molecular computers that can store on a cube of sugar the entire contents of the Library of 
Congress. 

With longer, healthier, better lives, we are redefining what it means to be old. Consider 
this: if we delay the onset of Alzheimer's by just five years, right now we could empty half the 
nursing home beds in America. If we could delay the onset of adult diabetes, we could save $30 
billion in health care costs. 

In the future we will have new materials as strong as steel but ten times lighter. Ultra-
clean fuel cells for cars whose only byproduct is water clean enough to drink. And computers 
that can translate spoken English into foreign languages and vice versa as fast as you can speak. 

These and other technologies could change the way we work and live as surely as the 
Intemet does today. Fully one-third of our recent growth is due to information technology. And 
the high-tech jobs it is creating are high-wage jobs ~ paying neariy 80 percent more than the 
typical private-sector job. 

For all these reasons, my budget will include a $3 billion increase in the Twenty-First/^ 
Century Research Fund. These investments will increase support for biomedical research, 
nanotechnology, information technology, clean energy and university-based research. This is 
more than an investment in research and development ~ it is an investment in America's future. 
And we cannot move forward without it. 
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But it is up to all of us to ensure that this new age of science and technology is also a new 
age of enlightenment. The advances we seek must be guided by the values we hold dear. 

First and foremost, we must ensure that our privacy - financial and medical - is 
protected. Last year, our administration proposed mles to protect every citizen's most sensitive 
information, his or her medical records. This year, we will finalize those rules. We have also 
taken steps to protect our people's financial records. But these are only the first steps, as I said 
when I signed the financial modemization bill into law. I will soon send legislation to the 
Congress to complete this important unfinished business. 

We will also take action to prevent genetic discrimination - so no employer ever reviews 
your genetic records along with your resume. We will make sure that the actions of the 
govemment itself contain strong privacy protections. And tonight, I want to issue a strong 
challenge to on-line companies ~ to do more to protect their customers'privacy. 

Second, we know that our medical professionals work wonders every day; but we also 
know that their first obligation is to do no harm. My budget makes the largest investment in 
history to eliminate medical errors and enhance patient safety. Because no American should 
ever fear that their health care will jeopardize their health. 

Neariy forty years ago, as America began its exploration of space. President Kennedy 
said, "We set sail on this new sea because there is knowledge to be gained ... for the progress of 
all people. Whether it will become a force for good or ill depends on man." If we take the right 
steps together, we can be confident that our progress will be a force for good. 

COMMUNITY 

In 18TK, the great foreign chronicler of America Alexis de Toqueville observed that in 
America, helping others is not just charity or compassion, it is a sign of good citizenship. De 
Toqueville was among the first to notice something that is still tme of America today: much of 
what is noblest in our public life occurs outside of govemment-in the churches, charities, and 
volunteer groups, to which average citizens contribute money, and their time. We have long 
relied on this community of active citizenship to meet some of our toughest social challenges. In 
the 21"' Century, we must strengthen and expand this conimunity as never before. 

To tap the full potential of philanthropic institutions, we must broaden the base of those 
who give. Tonight, I propose new tax incentives to do just that. Lower and middle income 
Americans who give deserve what wealthier Americans can get: a tax deduction for 
contributions to charity. 

We can also do more to bring communities of faith into the circle of service. Faith-based 
organizations work tirelessly everyday to help Americans fight drug and alcohol abuse and to 
provide opportunities for young people to get back on the right track or to stay out of trouble in 
the first place. We can respect the line between church and state and still do more to support the 
good works of these groups. 
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We can do even more to elevate the cause of citizen service. When I first ran for this 
office, I had faith that if we gave our young people the opportunity to serve their communities, 
they would answer the call. Together, we created AmeriCorps in 1994, and today, over 150,000 
AmeriCorps members have served in countless ways, from teaching children to helping the 
homeless—often working with non-profit organizations. 

Today, AmeriCorps graduates, like veterans of our military and the Peace Corps, are an 
enormous pool of know-how and can-do. We need to tap that resource. Tonight, I propose the 
creation of the Americorps Reserves to activate former AmeriCorps members in times of crisis 
including natural disasters. 

The AmeriCorps oath concludes with the words: I will get things done. Let us do the 
same. Let us build on the success of AmeriCorps, fund it fully, and keep it strong for all time. 

Of course, the most fundamental responsibility of citizenship begins in the voting booth. 
More than half of our children live in households where neither parent votes. Too many simply 
think politics doesn't matter. But it does. So I say to all Americans: whatever your party, 
whatever your ideology, whatever you do, make your voice heard. Vote. 

And this is the year of the census, so you have a unique opportunity to not only stand up 
and be counted, but to make your voice count. 

One of the wonders of our time is the way technology is expanding the community of 
citizenship, creating new ways for individuals to get involved in the democratic process. A few 
months ago, I held the first Presidential on-line town meeting. Starting next month, I will launch 
a series of what I call "Webside Chats"—on-line discussions focused on issues and ideas. We 
can give more Americans the opportunity to share their views and be a part of our national 
community. 

From the beginning, that community has been enriched by new immigrants. Like those 
before them, today's new immigrants are renewing the spirit of America. And like those before 
them, they know they must leam English to reach their full potential. 

Demand for English language classes is so high that some states have even resorted to a 
lottery system to pick students. We must be clear: leaming English should be an opportunity 
available to all - not a raffle. My budget boosts support for English as a second language and 
links classes with civics education. So as new immigrants leam English, they can also become 
fluent in the rights and responsibilities of American life. 

We are more diverse than ever before. The face of America is changing. We all know 
that. The question ahead is not: how will we look? But, what will we be? What will we choose 
as a community to do with our diversity? 

This fall, as a part of our ongoing millennium celebrations, the First Lady and I hosted a 
discussion with Eric Lander, one of America's leading geneticists, who is with us here tonight. 
Dr. Lander explained that all human beings genetically are 99.9 percent the same. Science seems 
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to affirm what faith has always taught us: that the differences between us are nothing compared 
to the common humanity that unites us all. 

We are more united than ever, but we have work to do. We cannot ignore the hatred that 
spawned such recent incidents as the murder of young Matthew Shepard or the dragging death of 
James Byrd in Texas. Rather than give into hate, the Byrd family transformed their hate to a new 
foundation for racial reconciliation. We're honored to have [TK Byrd] with us tonight. 

Let me say again, discrimination and violence against anyone because of race, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, ancestry or disability is wrong. We must also make it illegal. I ask 
the Congress once more to pass, without further delay, the Hate Crimes Prevention Act and the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act. 

And finally, to make the most of our economic and social progress we have made 
together, we must continue our joumey to building One America in the 21" century. That means 
rededicating ourselves to the ideals of justice and opportunity for all that are at the heart of our 
democracy. No American should be subjected to discrimination in housing, education, federal 
contracting or any other aspect of American life. My budget increases funding substantially for 
civil rights enforcement at the EEOC and the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division—to 
make sure that protections in law are protections in fact. 

Last February, I created the White House Office on One America to coordinate our 
efforts and help build communiwpartnerships for racial reconciliation. We are reaching out 
across our nation - from lawymtOT^ligious leaders to corporate leaders to make sure every 
American can help build the One America of our dreams. 

We know there is only one way to achieve that kind of nation—not through machines or 
money or might. Above all, it must flow from the human spirit. Let us take on the unfinished 
work of our time. Let us do our part to lift the burden of race and make the promise of America 
the practice of America. 

My fellow Americans, this is the seventh time I have had the privilege of this high 
moment. Each time I have approached it with great hope and great expectations for our nation. 
But there is no escaping the fact that tonight is different. For tonight, we stand on the 
mountaintop of a new millennium. Behind us we see the great expanse of American 
achievement, and before us. vast frontiers of possibility yet to be explored. 

The children of the future will see: generations of Americans eamed this moment -
eamed this opportunity - and we have an obligation to make the most of it. Not even the most 
far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted that American ingenuity and spirit would lead 
the world to these unprecedented heights of prosperity and peace. And we can only imagine the 
heights to which we will climb in this new century. 

And so, tonight, whether you are settling in the comfort of today's growing affluence or 
climbing out of the shadows of yesterday's despair, look up and see that the sun is rising on a 
new century of hope and possibility in America. Look up and take your place in the procession 
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rededicating ourselves to the ideals of justice and opportunity for all that are at the heart of our 
democracy. No American should be subjected to discrimination in housing, education, federal 
contracting or any other aspect of American life. My budget increases funding substantially for 
civil rights enforcement at the EEOC and the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division—to 
make sure that protections in law are protections in fact. 

Last February, I created the White House Office on One America to coordinate our 
efforts and help build communiwpartnerships for racial reconciliation. We are reaching out 
across our nation - from lawymtOT^ligious leaders to corporate leaders to make sure every 
American can help build the One America of our dreams. 

We know there is only one way to achieve that kind of nation—not through machines or 
money or might. Above all, it must flow from the human spirit. Let us take on the unfinished 
work of our time. Let us do our part to lift the burden of race and make the promise of America 
the practice of America. 

My fellow Americans, this is the seventh time I have had the privilege of this high 
moment. Each time I have approached it with great hope and great expectations for our nation. 
But there is no escaping the fact that tonight is different. For tonight, we stand on the 
mountaintop of a new millennium. Behind us we see the great expanse of American 
achievement, and before us. vast frontiers of possibility yet to be explored. 

The children of the future will see: generations of Americans eamed this moment -
eamed this opportunity - and we have an obligation to make the most of it. Not even the most 
far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted that American ingenuity and spirit would lead 
the worid to these unprecedented heights of prosperity and peace. And we can only imagine the 
heights to which we will climb in this new century. 

And so, tonight, whether you are settling in the comfort of today's growing affluence or 
climbing out of the shadows of yesterday's despair, look up and see that the sun is rising on a 
new century of hope and possibility in America. Look up and take your place in the procession 
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of Americans, great and small, whose gifts to the past have brought us to this moment of great 
promise. Now it is your time. You are our gifts to the future. Together, we can make the next 
100 years, America's greatest century. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America. 
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Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my fellow 
Americans: Tonight I have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union Address of a new 
century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our nation 
enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so little intemal 
crisis or so few extemal threats. Never have our values - of freedom and democracy - been 
more ascendant around the worid. Never have we had such a blessed opportunity - and, 
therefore, such a profound obligation - to build the more perfect union of our founders' dreams. 

We end the 20th Century, and begin the 21st, at a high point in our history. There is no 
better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams for our children. No better moment to make 
big plans for our nation. No better moment than today. 

Today we are experiencing a remarkable American renaissance. Twenty million new 
jobs. The fastest economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30 
years; the lowest poverty rate in 20 years; the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years; the 
lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rate ever; the highest home ownership 
ever. And next month, America will achieve the longest econoniic expansion in our natton's 
history. 

My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our union is 
strong - the strongest it has ever been. 

We are experiencing not only a renaissance of the American economy, but something 
even more important: a renewal of the American spirit. Across our land we see a revival of 
responsibility... a renewal of the bonds of community. Who would have thought that in just 
seven years we could cut the welfare rolls in half, and moved millions from welfare to work? 
Who would have thought that we could cut crime by one quarter, to its lowest level in more than 
30 years? Who would have thought that we could reverse virtually every terrible social tt-end of 
the last few decades, from teen pregnancy^going down, to adoptions going up? Our social fabric, 
once frayed, is on the mend. ^^••'^jWfrM. 

Tonight it is clear: Our nation is prepared for the new century. 

^3abo^lcef-thai) the American people - by the hard work they do every day - deserve j T f i ^ ^ 
the credit, and our thanks. My gratitude also goes to the many of you, here in this chamber, who 



have worked with us to make the tough decisions, to put progress above partisanship for the sake 
of our people. I thank you. 

Eight years ago, it was not clear to most Americans that there would be much to celebrate 
in the year 2000. Our natton was gripped by economic distress, social decline, polifical ^JIMJMK. 

italemat^t and discredited govemment. In 1992, at a time of rising crime, mounfing deficits, and 
high unemployment, a best-selling book asked: "What went wrong? " 

But in the best traditions of our nafion, of the time of Lincoln and the two Roosevelts, 
America determined to set things right. We replaced outdated ideologies with bold, new ideas 
anchored in basic, enduring values: opportunity for all; but aloo responsibility from all_i '̂ SSf's 
ITOW you build a community of all|̂ *»w*«MJk 

That's how we tumed decades of record deficits into back-to-back record surpluses - not 
by denigrating govemment but by reinvenfing it, and acting with fiscal discipline. That's how 
we have cut crime - not by debating between prevention and punishment but by doing both, and 
doing them better - passing the Brady Law that has kept guns out of the hands of half a million 
criminals, and funding 100,000 community police to make our neighborhoods safer. That's how 
we have protected our environment - not with old atylo rogulatioiw-btrt with new approaches and 
•echnologies. I ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' S S S J J i ^ ; 

That's how we ended welfare as we knew it - by ending dependency and empowering 
millions to go to work. That's how we have helped parents to succeed at work and at home - by 
offering new approaches, like Family and Medical Leave, which 20 million working Americans 
have used to care for sick loved ones. That's how we have opened the doors of college to all -
with HOPE scholarship tax cuts, more Pell Grants, and more affordable college loans. That's 
how we have engaged 150,000 more young Americans in citizen service - building One 
America, one community at a fime, through AmeriCorps. And that's how we have seized the 
opportunities of a global era - by expanding trade with more than 270 new agreements and 
oitonding our valuoa around the w o r i d . h U v * ^ , M U i X . > » U . V v W < W.m**v.K 

In 1992, we had a roadmap. In the year 2000, we have results. We have built our bridge 
to the 21st Century. Now, let us lift our sights and take what Theodore Roosevelt called "the 
long look ahead." 

Let us look beyond this year, even beyond this decade, and ask ourselves: How will we 
make the most of this moment of promise? What are our biggest challenges, and how will we 
meet them? 

Tonight, let us pledge: 

At a time of unprecedented economic growth, let's bring prosperity every 

community in America. » , > . n ^ > i tcA >^ 

At a time when our people are living longer than ever, let's ensure that they are also 
living better - and healthier. 



At a time whenitechnology iB transforming our worid, let'^ realize full promise and 
make sure our values guide our progress. ^ ^ . i 4̂ 

At a fime of steadily falling crime, let's make America the safest big nation on Earth. ^ ĵ̂ ^^^ Ĵ̂ ^^ Ĵ̂  

At a time when more families are working families, let's ensure that parents have the 
tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all - raising children. — t^^^^Jx^^tK. 

At a time when knowledge is the key to the new economy, let's make sure every child 
begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed. 

At a time when America is growing more diverse than ever, let's finally become what • 
we've always known we can be: one nafion, under God, indivisible. 

These are big goals^ We may not reach them this year. But I believe we will reach them. 
And we will get there the same way we got here: not in one single leap, but step by step -
always building on our progress, moving forward, gaining ground. 

Of course, you can't gain ground if you're standing sfill. And for too long, this Congress 
has been standing sfill on some of our most pressing^^^atic^al priorities. Let's get moving. This 

^ P V J ^ J ^ year, let's strengthen Social Security. Let's mod^Thize Medicare with a voluntary prescription-
dmg benefit. Let's pass a real patients' bill of rights. Let's pass common-sense gun-safety 
legislafion. Let's pass meaningful hate-crimes legislation. Let's raise the minimum wage. 

But that will only be the beginning of our joumey. 

Tonight, I will propose the first steps into the bold new frontier of the 21st century. I 
will begin with a New Opportunity Agenda for this new era—an agenda rooted in responsibility, 
and designed to create a stronger and more inclusive community. At its core is a simple, 
powerful, fundamental principle: "Opportunity for all." 

This new agenda updates an old American value for the Information Age. Two centuries 
ago, at our nafion's founding, opportunity meant, most of all, the freedom to carve a farm and an 
existence out of the forest frontier. Fifty years ago, opportunity meant a high school education -
or even the G.I. Bill - and a job for life. Today, opportunity means something different, ft 
means having a computer and knowing how to use it. ft means changing careers and a lifefime 
of leaming. It means mastering the tools and technologies of the new economy, in which ideas 
and information are the keys to success. 

Our first steps into the 2ist Century must be the right steps. They must be guided, first 
and foremost, by our faith that all children can leam and all adults can succeed. 

OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY IN EDUCATION 



For seven years we have pursued a simple strategy on educafion: Invest more, and 
demand more in retum. Offer opportunity, but demand responsibility. We have helped neariy 
every state set higher academic standards for their schools. We are closing in on our goal of 
connecting every classroom and library in America to the Intemet. And for two years in a row. 
Congress has supported our effort to hire 100,000 new, qualified teachers, to lower class sizes in 
the early grades. This Congress must confinue that support. 

With these and other efforts, our students are leaming more. Scores on college entrance 
exams are going up, even as more students from more-diverse backgrounds are taking the test. 
And some of the most impressive academic gains are happening in schools in some of America's 
poorest neighborhoods. 

Schools like Beaufort [B'YOU-fert] Elementary in South Carolina. Five years ago, 
Beaufort was classified as one of the state's worst-performing schools. But under a new 
principal, Ruth Summeriin, Beaufort embraced accountability and higher academic standards, 
and started afterschool and summer school programs for students who were behind. Today, 
Beaufort's math and test scores exceed the state average, and local parents are pulling their 
children out of private schools and putting them in Beaufort. Ruth Summeriin is with us here 
tonight. 1W3»-«^\5N^>i«*r^^^05^^ 0<VK.amW O M J . ^ , 

I have visited schools like Beaufort all across America - schools that have tumed 
themselves around with the same proven formula: greater accountability, higher standards, and 
the convicfion that all students can leam. Unfortunately, there are too many low-performing 
schools in this country that are not applying these lessons - schools where, year after year, 
children fail to get the knowledge and skills they need to make the most of their God-given 
talents. 

Last year, from this podium, I proposed an Education Accountability Act, to 
fundamentally change the way the federal govemment invests in our schools - to support what 
we know works, and stop supporting what doesn't. This year, I challenge Congress to not only 
pass that measure, but to make dramatic new investments in ideas we know are working. 

We know that quality afterschool and sununer school programs boost academic 
achievement. They also keep children off the street in the hours before parents get home from 
work, when juvenile crime soars. Tonight, I propose that we double our investment for 
afterschool and summer school. If we do this, we can give everv child in everv failing school in 
America the chance to meet high standards - and to beat them. 

We know that our children who leam early leam best. And since 1993, we've put over 
150,000 more children in the successful Head Start pre-school program, and improved the 
quality of Head Start. Tonight, I propose the largest funding increase for Head Start in history. 
With this increase, plus greater investment in early leaming, we can take the first step toward 
providing universal pre-school for every four-year-old in America. 

We know that if we want our children to leam, we need good teachers and principals. 
Tonight, 1 propose new efforts to help states and school districts recmit the best and brightest 



people to teaching, train principals as leaders and get rid of bad ones. And we must finish the 
job of hiring 100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class size. 

We know that anfiquated classrooms get in the way of leaming, and that a third of all 
schools in America are in serious disrepair - with leaky roofs and antiquated electrical wiringT 
Tonight, I propose new investments to make immediate, urgent repairs to our schools. I renew 
my call for a tax credit to help build or modemize 6,000 schools nationwide - so we can take our \ 
children out of trailers and put them in modem classrooms. And let's make our high schools ^ \ 
safer and better by invesfing in making them smaller. Let's make sure our kids go to schools 
where everybody knows their name. 

We know that we must tumaround failing schools - or shut them down. Last fall. 
Congress passed my plan to give districts the resources to do so. This year, let's double that 
investment. Let's also increase our investment in charter schools, to give parents more choice 
And let's give bonuses to states that succeed in making scores go up across the board. 

We must also do more to help high school students prepare for, and succeed in, college 
We must increase tutoring and mentoring efforts, bring advanced placement courses to schools in] 
isolated rural areas via the Intemet, and offer disadvantaged students the same test prep courses 
wealthier students use to boost their scores on college entrance exams. [TK: Schumer/ college 
tax ideas] 

REWARDING WORK AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 

ft is often said that the foundation of American life is the family. I would add "the 
working family," for it is through work that we support our families, and pass on our values to 
our children. That is why the basic goal of so much of what we have done - from refomiing 
welfare to raising the minimum wage - has been to encourage and reward work; to give more 
opportunifies for a better life to all families responsible enough to work for it. 

Simply put: When you work hard and play by the rules, good things should follow. f^Of^^ 
your standard of living, to your savings, to your self-esteem. 

One of the most powerful incentives to work has been the Eamed Income Tax Credit, a 
targeted tax cut for low-income working families. The "E" in "EITC" is about eaming; about 
working; about taking responsibility and being rewarded for it. As one of my first acfions as 
President, I asked the Congress to dramatically expand the EITC, and we did. As a result, the 
Eire helped more than 4.3 million Americans in 1998 work their way into the middle class -
double the number in 1993. 

Tonight I propose that we expand opportunity by substanfially expanding the EFTC. We 
should reduce the marriage penalty for the EITC, making sure that this tax credit rewards 
marriage, and family, just as it rewards work, and expand the tax credit for families with more 
than two children. Our plan would provide those families up to $1,200 more in tax relief. That's 
enough for the average family to pay three months' mortgage or eight months of health care 



coverage. And it's an added incentive to make their way into the middle class. They're working 
hard for it. We should help them to reach it. 

For people who play by the rules, there's something else that should be within reach: 
their place of work. But two-thirds of new jobs are in the suburbs, far away from many low-
income families. In thepast two years, I have proposed and Congress has approved 110,000 newj^ 
housing vouchers - to^t^ore Americans live where opportunifies abound. This year, let's j V J ^ 
more than double that number. If we want people to go to work, they have to be able to get to ^ < u i \ 

work. 

Wherever they live, working parents need quality child care. Last year, we helped 
parents provide care for 1.25 million children. But child care should be better, safer, and more ;L 
affordable. It's what our children deserve and what working parents need. My child care 
initiafive would increase and improve care for 150,000 more children. And it's time we make 
the child care tax credit refundable to help families who need it most. Parents should be able to 
balance work and family - not have to choose between them. 

^^s^^ f Three years ago, we created a new way for hard-pressed working families to provide . 
tLA^i . ( health care for their children: the Children's Health Insurance Program. In less than a yeaL ^ 

enrollment CHIP has doubled, to 2 million children. But we must do more. As Vice President 
Gore has been saying, if states are looking to insure more children, they should go where the 
children are - in schools, churches, and child-care centers. And we should take the next step and 
enroll their parents, too. JNine million of them are eligible, but uninsured. And let's give a real, 
affordable opfion to the fastest growing group of uninsured: people between 55 and 65 who lose 

\ their coverage. We should allow them to buy into Medicare- Cw>»^g^>^^^*^"**-'*'^^^*^ 

[Tipper Gore, Mental Health - TK] 

And let's make sure that men and women get equal pay for equal work. Jgda^, women 
pam 7S f̂ ents for everv dollar me" f ami*̂  That's just not good enough/^y budgeg\provides much 

\needed resources to enforce equal pay laws, and to train women for high-paying, high-tech jobs. 
^^iwl-we should pass the Paycheck Faimess y^tA That will gu a lung way tuwuid oppurtunitj^aud 

dignity for woridng women. ̂  

This year, I am proposing a progressive savings inifiafive to help low- and moderate-
income families work and save for refirement. [policy TK] 

Franklin Roosevelt once said that "personal responsibility, guided by collecfive 
conscience, is the discipline of democracy." We have no greater responsibility than to love and 
support the children we bring into this worid. Yet nearly one child in three in America today 
grows up in a home without a father - and these children are five fimes more likely to live in 
poverty than children with both parents at home. I know many single mothers do a magnificent 
job of raising their children. But their task is made infinitely harder when there is no father to 
contribute income and love; to share the burdens and joys of parenthood; to teach the boys to be 
men and the girls to expect respect from men. Four years ago, we made an historic reform of 
welfare that has helped millions of mothers move from dependency on a welfare check to the 



dignity of a paycheck. Demanding and promoting responsible fatherhood is the crifical next 
stage of welfare reform. 

We have already begun, over the last seven years, to crack down on fathers who fail to 
pay child support by denying them drivers' licenses and creating a national database to track 
them across state lines. As a result, child support payments have doubled since 1993. The 
number of unwed fathers who legally acknowledge their patemity has tripled. M ^ h e 
percentage of children bom into unwed homes, after skyrocketing for decades, has begun to level 
off, and the teenage birth rate is falling. 

This is progress. But we must accelerate that progress, step by step, until the day that 
every father in America takes responsibility for his children. We can begin by toughening 
measures against fathers who owe child support, such as booting their cars. We can give fathers 
even more incentive to contribute by allowing more of their child support payments to go 
directly to their families. 

And to absent parents who owe child support, we should say: we'll help you do right by 
your children, but you have to go to work, and pay them what you owe. 

Helping absent parents and others join the culture of work is good not just for them and 
their families. At a time when businesses across America have labor shortages, it is also good 
for our economy. Four years ago, I asked corporate leaders to join with us in a partnership to 
provide jobs to those leaving the welfare rolls. Today, 12,000 companies have hired neariy 
650,000 former welfare recipients. Yet these companies need still more new workers. And they 
say they are increasingly willing to hire from a growing pool of potenfial labor: the half-million 
ex-offenders who leave our prisons every year. Tonight, I propose a new initiafive to train, 
counsel, and more carefully monitor ex-offenders so they can become responsible employees, 
family members, and cifizens. 

For our economy to continue to enjoy rapid growth without inflafion, it is vital that our 
corporafions find not just new workers to hire, but new opportunities to invest, and new markets 
in which to sell. I believe these new markets exist right here in America—in the inner cifies, 
poor mral areas, and Indian reservations - places that have not yet been blessed by our nation's 
prosperity. Over the last six months, I have traveled to many of these places - joined by many 
of you - to shine a spotlight on the enormous opportunities in America's new markets. 

Now, more than ever, we have the means to expand the circle of opportunity wide 
enough to include the men and women at its margins, so that no one who's willing to work is left 
behind as our nation moves ahead. For business, it's the smart thing to do. And for America, 
it's the right thing to do. If we don't do it now, when will we ever get around to it? 

I believe businesses should have the same incentives to invest in America's new markets 
as they have to invest in new markets abroad. In this year's budget, I call on Congress to double 
our New Markets Tax Credit, to spur $12 billion in new equity capital for our untapped markets. 
We should also greatly increase funding to help large-scale businesses expand or relocate to our 



inner cifies or rural areas. And we should increase the tax incentives that promote growth in our 
Empowerment Zones. 

Speaker Hastert, it was a powerful moment last November when you joined me and 
Reverend Jesse Jackson on stage at Englewood High School, in your home state of fllinois, and 
pledged to work with my administration on common ground for New Markets legislation^^^ 
4et'^vork together to finish the job. C ; > ^ J i l ^ M : ^ ^ ^ 

Last July, I became the first President to visit an Indian reservafion since Franklin 
Roosevelt. That's far too long. In this new century, let's honor our historic responsibility to 
Nafive Americans - the first Americans. My budget increases by more than $1 billion our 
investment in health care, education, law enforcement, and infrastmcture. Indian Country is a 
new market America should not - and must not - ignore. 

We must also fulfill our obligafion to our farming communifies, the lifeblood of our 
When I signed yie^fajniMl^in 1996,1 waff^oneemed it would work well in good fimes but 

^"MH^in bad t i m ^ IflTecent years, oucJam l̂y farms have endured droughts and floods and̂ MM 
financial crises abroad. Om I'JBW MjriiLl.1. LiifiafivL will help thom divcroify their economic V^^f^jjJ^(»^y, 
ba96=*lit 4etio also do more than mond the farm safety net -let'c otrength&H it. f̂viMi»,\pv»», 

This spring, I will lead a New Markets tour to focus on another challenge: the growing 
"digital divide" between those who have access to the new economy and those who don't. Wt 

"(fie very technology that drives our expansion also creates tools to ensure that everyone, from the 
city to the farm to the reservation, can join in building our nation. My budget creates 1,000 new 
technology centers to connect poor communities to the economic mainstream. It also helps 
mobilize the combined force of public, private, and nonprofit sectors to increase Intemet access 
in low-income areas. Because you can't get in the game until you have the tools to play. 

GLOBAL CHANGE AND AMERICAN LEADERSHIP 

As we move to master the possibilities of the new economy at home, we must also lead in 
shaping a global economy that extends our prosperity - and expresses our values. 

-e^Iitemational trade now accounts for one-quarter of our economy. It creates good 
jobs and brings us new products and technologies. We need to keep that trade growing, and 
make sure it grows fairiy. That means enforcing our own mles to protect our workers, our 
industries, and our environment. It means making intemational trade - and the WTO - more 
open and responsive to concems about dignity of work and quality of life. And it means 
remembering that a global economy based on mles is far preferable than one with no mles at all. 

That is why China should join the WTO and live under the same trade mles we do. And 
when it does, America's companies and workers should gain new opportunities in every sector or 
China's vast market. I ask Congress to lock in this opportunity by passing Permanent Normal 
Trade Relafions status for China. This is a good deal for America, ft will level the playing field 
in U.S.-China trade, and it is a chance to help China along the road to change. 



When we engage in the global economy, we are investing in our shared future. Growth 
from trade is not just vital for us, but for the 1.3 billion people around the worid who still live on 
less than a dollar a day. To help pass opportunity on to them, we should do our part - our full 
part - to reduce the debts that cripple the world's poorest nations. I ask Congress to support that 
effort, and to finalize our initiatives to unlock new trade with Africa and the Caribbean Basin. If 
we stay engaged, we will be helping Americans master the new economy . . . and helping others 
around the world become masters of their own future. 

At a moment when American power is unrivaled and the worid is coming together around 
ideals we have lived by and died for, we have a responsibility to lead. Never forget the 
Americans who struggled to give us this chance. Never forget that hundreds of millions of 
people live in peace today because of the Americans who rest in peace in graves marked and 
unmarked across the worid. We have come too far, sacrificed too much, to stop the world and 
get off now; we must continue to shape the worid. So let us look beyond our borders to the big 
questions that will shape the 21" century worid, and look within for the strength to find the 
answers. 

A central question is whether our security will be threatened by regional conflicts, 
especially those rooted in ethnic and religious tensions, that pose the risk of wider war. With all 
its amazing advances, our modem worid is still bedeviled by our oldest failing - fear of those 
who are different from us. In too many places, that fear is exploited by unscmpulous leaders 
trying to cling to power or make bmtal war on their neighbors. 

America cannot prevent every conflict or stop every outrage. But when our interests and 
our values are at stake and we can make a difference, we must be peacemakers. For history 
teaches that all big wars start small, and when human beings anywhere are singled out for 
destmction because of who they are, it is our common humanity that suffers. 

We should be proud that we have helped bring the Middle East closer than ever to 
comprehensive peace. [Update on Israel-Syria; essential that America does its share]. 

We should be proud of the role America played in bring peace to Northem freland... in 
helping to end the bloodletfing in East Timor...in supporting efforts to end Africa's cmel wars. 

And we should be proud of the men and women of our armed forces who made it 
possible for a million innocent people to retum home to Kosovo last year. Now, instead of 
stmggling to defeat something evil, we can focus on building something good: a Europe 
undivided, democratic and at peace for the first time in history. 

With us today are two Americans who've shown how both power and persuasion can 
serve the cause of peace. When Slobodan Milosevic unleashed ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, 
Captain John Cherrey was one of the brave airmen who tumed the fide - and when an American 
plane went down, he flew into the teeth of Serbian air defenses to bring its pilot home. When the 
peace process in Northem Ireland was in trouble, the man who did so much to start it went back 
one more time to save it, and now, with George Mitchell's help, the people there have a working 



govemment with all parties represented. Captain Cherrey, Senator Mitchell, we honor you with 
our grafitude, and with our determination to finish the work you helped begin. 

A second quesfion is whether our former adversaries, Russia and China, emerge in the 
coming century as stable, prosperous, democratic partners of the United States. 

Today, we face a Russia weakened by the legacy of communism, by economic crisis, by 
a cmel and fufile war in Chechnya. But never forget how much else has changed: 5,000 former 
Soviet nuclear weapons dismantled; Russian troops serving with us in the Balkans; a 
constitutional transfer of power from one leader to another for the first time in a 1000 years of 
Russian history. Russia's long joumey to democracy is profoundly important. A generafion 
from now, let it be said we did our part to help. 

As for China, we must promote our interest with firmness, but not fear. China cannot 
buy its stability and stature at the expense of freedom. But let us not isolate China from the 
global forces empowering its people to seek a better life. We want to see China on the inside, 
playing by the mles, not on the outside denying them. 

A third question for the new century is whether terrorists and hostile nations will acquire 
the means to undermine our defenses, and make us live in fear again. 

Thanks in part to the biggest counter-terrorism operation in our history, the millennial 
celebrations passed without a violent attack. But this age-old threat, magnified by modem tools 
of destmction, remains real. 

To prevent terrorists and potential adversaries from acquiring deadly weapons, we must 
work with Russia to keep nuclear weapons secure and confinue to reduce our arsenals. We must 
restrain nuclear and missile programs in North Korea and fran's, and confinuing to prevent fraq 
from threatening its neighbors. And we must strength global standards against proliferafion. 
That is why I am committed to working with the Senate on a bipartisan basis to rebuild a A y 
consensus for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

We are also developing a system to defend America against missile attack from outlaw 
nafions, while working to preserve the Anfi-Ballistic Missile Treaty with Russia. And my 
balanced budget devotes $2 billion to defend America's cyberspace against hackers, criminals 
and potenfial adversaries. 

A fourth question is whether the stability of the 2 l " century would will be threatened by a 
growing gap between rich and poor. Wejust cannot accept a future in which part of humanity 
lives on the cutting edge of a new economy, while another lives on the edge of survival. 

A large part of the answer is freedom. With the hopeful transifions to democracy in 
Nigeria and Indonesia, more people won the right to choose their leaders in 1999 than in 1989, 
the year the Beriin Wall fell. Yet even countries making all the right choices must somefimes 
stmggle to deliver for their people. 
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We must stand by democracies like Columbia fighfing for their lives - and for our lives -
against narcotics traffickers. I have proposed a two-year, $1.6 billion package to help Colombia 
and I count on your support. 

We must stand by impoverished nations held back by debt and disease. My budget calls 
for a new $150 million investment in the global fight against AIDS and other infecfious killers. 
And I will call on our partners in the G-7 and around the worid tojoin us in a Millennium 
inifiafive to speed the delivery and development of vaccines to countries that might otherwise 
never be able to afford them. Today, I am proposing a tax credit that will say to private industry 
- if you develop vaccines for diseases like malaria, AIDS and TB, we will help pay for them, and 
we will lift millions of lives together. 

The final questions are the most important of all: Will America confinue to lead? How 
do we see ourselves and our role for the next century? 

In the 20"" century, America was thmst into global leadership by circumstance. Now we 
have to choose whether to shape the worid. But it's really no choice at all, not if we want our 
children to know peace and prosperity and the promise of a better day. We could choose to see 
our role as a burden. I choose to see it as a blessing, a privilege, a responsibility. 

That's why we have reversed the decline in defense spending that began in 1985. We 
must continue to work together to keep our military the best trained, best equipped in the world. 
My budget invests in readiness and in 2 l " century weapons. And it raises salaries for our men 
and women in uniform. V>o5>A — C..»AIAK^-T-

We must also continue to fund the 1 percent of our budget that supports our intemational 
engagement and keeps our soldiers out of war. Last year, you worked with me to do that and to 
resume paying our UN dues and arrears. Let's do it again this year. And let's remember that 
building the right kind of global community is vital for a strong, secure American community . . . 

RESPONSIBILITY AND CRIME 

Here is another heartening statisfic. The overall crime rate in America has dropped every 
year for the past seven years - the longest continuous decline in crime ever recorded, ft 
happened because we took more responsibility for helping America fight crime, from passing the 
Brady bill to funding 100,000 new community police officers. Last fall, Congress agreed to 
support my plan to hire up to 50,000 more police officers, with special help for high-crime 
neighborhoods. Congress must confinue that support this year. 

But while we are grateful that America is much safer, no one believes America is safe 
enough. We have the opportunity and responsibility to make America the safest big country in 
the world. 

We must begin by doing more to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and juveniles. 
Last year. Congress listened to the gun lobby, rather than the American people, and gave up a 
chance to require Brady background checks at gun shows and child safety locks for all new 

11 



handguns. Passing this common-sense gun safety legislation should be the very next acfion of 
this Congress. 

But we can and must do more. States require hunters and automobile drivers to have 
licenses. To reduce firearms accidents and keep guns out of the wrong hands, tonight I propose 
that states have licenses for gun purchasers as well. '"'̂ t̂?" 

To those who say that instead of strengthening gun laws, we should better enforce gun 
laws now on the books. I say, we already are. Federal gun crime prosecutions are higher today 
than in 1992, and are up 25 percent since 1998. But again, we should do more. We must hire 
more federal and local gun prosecutors, and more ATF agents to crack down on illegal gun 
traffickers and bad-apple dealers who supply guns to criminals and juveniles. We must supply 
law enforcement with the tools to trace the origin of every gun used in a crime in America. And 
we must create a nafional ballistics network capable of tracing almost any bullet left at a crime 
scene anywhere in America to the gun of the criminal who fired it. 

Listen to this: the accidental gun death rate of children under 15 is nine times higher in 
the U.S. than in 25 other industrialized nafions combined. Technologies now exist that could 
lead to guns that can only be fired by the adults who own them. It's time to help the gun industry 
accelerate development of these smart guns. It's fime for the gun industry to take responsibility 
too, and reform the way it does business - and help bring down gun violence in America, tî  

^ Another vital measure we can take to reduce the crime rate is to provide more 
supervision, and demand more responsibility, from the hundreds of thousands of offenders who 
leave our prisons every year. We know that those on parole or probation who use dmgs are [tk]-
times more likely than others to commit another crime, but half as likely to do so if they get dmg 
treatment. We must provide them that dmg treatment, along with dmg testing and a simple 

j^bargain: stay clean and you stay free; do dmgs and you do more fime. 

\ K The tragic school shoofings in Littleton and elsewhere have been a terrible reminder of 
^how vulnerable our children are to violence—and how much more we must do, at all levels of 

society, to protect them. Last year, I launched a nafional grassroots campaign to bring experts 
and local communities together to idenfify the most effecfive responses to youth violence. We 
also began funding efforts by local communities to develop comprehensive solufions to school 
violence, and this year we must increase our support of this vital endeavor. 

Every parent I know worries about the amount of violence in the media. I believe the 
entertainment industry should respond to parents concems. I give the industry credit for 
accepfing my challenge to put voluntary rafings not just on movies but on TV programming and 
video and Intemet games. This year, we must go farther. Let's give parents what they most 
need: one rafing system for all their children's entertainment—a system that is easy to 
understand and enforce. Tonight, I want to honor the person who has championed this idea, and 
been a champion of children and families as long as I have known her, your First Lady and my 
wife: Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
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At its best, popular culture can uplift and educate us even as it entertains us. Joining us 
tonight is someone whose half-century of work has appealed to the very best in our children -
indeed, in all of us. We already miss reading "Peanuts" each day, but Charlie Brown, Lucy, and 
Snoopy will never be far from our hearts. We thank you, Charies Schulz, for your creations, and 
for being here with us. 

RESPONSIBILITY, OPPORTUNITY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

We have an abiding responsibility to be wise stewards of our air, water, and land. And 
because of new technologies, we also have the opportunity to do so in ways that enhance 
economic growth. 

I am grateful for the many opportunities Vice President Gore and I have had to honor this 
commitment to future generafions - and to finally put to rest the long-outdated notion that a 
strong economy and a healthy environment are incompatible goals. For as our economy has 
grown ever stronger, our environment has grown ever healthier. We have rid countless 
neighborhoods of toxic waste; ensured cleaner drinking water for millions of families; taken QT^VA/^^ 

unprecedented action to improve the air we breathe. ^~^55^^N^ 

Two weeks ago, I visited the north rim of the Grand Canyon and created three new 
Nafional Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres of forests and deserts and 
wildemess we are preserving for all Americans, for all fime. In the past three months alone, we 
have acted to preserve prisfine backcountry lands in our National Forests and created three new 
National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres we have protected for all 
Americans, for all time. Not since the days of Theodore Roosevelt has the nafion come together 
to save so much precious land in the confinental United States. 

But our populafion and our cifies are growing, and our commitment to conservafion must 
keep growing as well. So tonight, as part of my Lands Legacy Inifiative, I propose creafing, for 
the first fime, a permanent conservation endowment to save wildlands, protect coastlines, restore 
wildlife, and preserve small but sacred green spaces. This endowment would provide nearly 
$1.5 billion each year - by far the largest, most enduring investment in land preservafion ever 
proposed. 

As we rise to protect our land, we must also help other nafions that are stmggling to 
protect theirs. The rainforests are the lungs of our planet - and yet they are disappearing at the 
rate of more than 50 acres a minute. Tonight, I propose a new plan to help developing countries 
from the Amazon to the Congo Basin strengthen their economies by preserving, rather than 
destroying, their irreplaceable forests. 

The greatest environmental challenge of the new century is global warming. Scientists 
tell us that the 1990s were the hottest decade of the enfire millennium - and that if we fail to 
heed the wrifing on the wall, our seas will rise and natural disasters will become more frequent 
with each passing year. America must act. America must lead. 
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Tonight, I announce three new efforts to do just that. First, I propose a [$100 million] 
inifiative to help developing countries adopt clean-energy technologies and avoid the costly 
trade-offs that we made in the past. With these new technologies, they can expand their 
economies, improve the lives of their people, and protect the environment at the same time. 
Second, to strengthen efforts at home, I propose closing the loophole that allows old power 
plants to foul the air our children breathe and to continue spewing more greenhouse gases than 
any other source. Third, I call on the auto industry to help move the next generation of vehiclesj " l i ^ 
- cars that get 70 or more miles to the gallon - from the laboratory to the showroom floor. ^ y/V 

We must put 21st century technology to work in building a 2Ist century economy in y^ 
harmony with the environment. We must make sure this country of ours lasts through the ages. 

THE OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

As we enter this new era, it is already clear: technology is making it a millennium of 
miracles. They promise dramatic improvements in health, in our economy and in our quality of 
life. 

Biotechnology - and our growing understanding of human genetics and physiology -
promises new treatments for disabilities and real cures for dread diseases. We are now on the 
brink of sequencing the human genome - the very code of life - which could bring cures for 
cancer, Alzheimer's, and AIDS. The new science of nanotechnology that allows us to manipulate 
molecules - even atoms - could help us detect tumors as small as a single cell, or develop 
molecular computers that can store on a cube of sugar the entire contents of the Library of 
Congress. 

With longer, healthier, better lives, we are redefining what it means to be old. Consider 
this: if we delay the onset of Alzheimer's by just five years, right now we could empty half the 
nursing home beds in America. If we could delay the onset of adult diabetes, we could save $30 
billion in health care costs. 

In the future we will have new materials as strong as steel but ten times lighter. Ultra-
clean fuel cells for cars whose only byproduct is water clean enough to drink. And computers 
that can translate spoken English into foreign languages and vice versa as fast as you can speak. 

These and other technologies could change the way we work and live as surely as the 
Intemet does today. Fully one-third of our recent growth is due to informafion technology. And 
the high-tech jobs it is creating are high-wage jobs - paying neariy 80 percent more than the 
typical private-sector job. 

For all these reasons, my budget will include a $3 billion increase in the Twenty-First/^ 
Century Research Fund. These investments will increase support for biomedical research, 
nanotechnology, information technology, clean energy and university-based research. This is 
more than an investment in research and development - it is an investment in America's future. 
And we cannot move forward without it. 
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But it is up to all of us to ensure that this new age of science and technology is also a new 
age of enlightenment. The advances we seek must be guided by the values we hold dear. 

First and foremost, we must ensure that our privacy - financial and medical - is 
protected. Last year, our administration proposed rules to protect every citizen's most sensitive 
information, his or her medical records. This year, we will finalize those rules. We have also 
taken steps to protect our people's financial records. But these are only the first steps, as I said 
when I signed the financial modemization bill into law. I will soon send legislation to the 
Congress to complete this important unfinished business. 

We will also take acfion to prevent genetic discrimination - so no employer ever reviews 
your genetic records along with your resume. We will make sure that the actions of the 
govemment itself contain strong privacy protections. And tonight, I want to issue a strong 
challenge to on-line companies - to do more to protect their customers' privacy. 

Second, we know that our medical professionals work wonders every day; but we also 
know that their first obligation is to do no harm. My budget makes the largest investment in 
history to eliminate medical errors and enhance patient safety. Because no American should 
ever fear that their health care will jeopardize their health. 

Nearly forty years ago, as America began its explorafion of space. President Kennedy 
said, "We set sail on this new sea because there is knowledge to be gained ... for the progress of 
all people. Whether it will become a force for good or ill depends on man." If we take the right 
steps together, we can be confident that our progress will be a force for good. 

COMMUNITY 

In I8TK, the great foreign chronicler of America Alexis de Toqueville observed that in 
America, helping others is not just charity or compassion, it is a sign of good cifizenship. De 
Toqueville was among the first to nofice something that is sfill tme of America today: much of 
what is noblest in our public life occurs outside of govemment-in the churches, charifies, and 
volunteer groups, to which average citizens contribute money, and their fime. We have long 
relied on this community of acfive citizenship to meet some of our toughest social challenges. In 
the 21"' Century, we must strengthen and expand this community as never before. 

To tap the full potenfial of philanthropic insfitufions, we must broaden the base of those 
who give. Tonight, I propose new tax incenfives to do just that. Lower and middle income 
Americans who give deserve what wealthier Americans can get: a tax deduction for 
contribufions to charity. 

We can also do more to bring communities of faith into the circle of service. Faith-based 
organizations work tirelessly everyday to help Americans fight dmg and alcohol abuse and to 
provide opportunities for young people to get back on the right track or to stay out of trouble in 
the first place. We can respect the line between church and state and still do more to support the 
good works of these groups. 
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We can do even more to elevate the cause of citizen service. When I first ran for this 
office, I had faith that if we gave our young people the opportunity to serve their communities, 
they would answer the call. Together, we created AmeriCorps in 1994, and today, over 150,000 
AmeriCorps members have served in countless ways, from teaching children to helping the 
homeless—often working with non-profit organizations. 

Today, AmeriCorps graduates, like veterans of our military and the Peace Corps, are an 
enormous pool of know-how and can-do. We need to tap that resource. Tonight, I propose the 
creation of the Americorps Reserves to activate former AmeriCorps members in times of crisis 
including natural disasters. 

The AmeriCorps oath concludes with the words: I will get things done. Let us do the 
same. Let us build on the success of AmeriCorps, fund it fully, and keep it strong for all fime. 

Of course, the most fundamental responsibility of cifizenship begins in the vofing booth. 
More than half of our children live in households where neither parent votes. Too many simply 
think politics doesn't matter. But it does. So I say to all Americans: whatever your party, 
whatever your ideology, whatever you do, make your voice heard. Vote. 

And this is the year of the census, so you have a unique opportunity to not only stand up 
and be counted, but to make your voice count. 

One of the wonders of our time is the way technology is expanding the community of 
citizenship, creating new ways for individuals to get involved in the democratic process. A few 
months ago, I held the first Presidential on-line town meeting. Starting next month, I will launch 
a series of what I call "Webside Chats"—on-line discussions focused on issues and ideas. We 
can give more Americans the opportunity to share their views and be a part of our national 
community. 

From the beginning, that community has been enriched by new immigrants. Like those 
before them, today's new immigrants are renewing the spirit of America. And like those before 
them, they know they must leam English to reach their full potenfial. 

Demand for English language classes is so high that some states have even resorted to a 
lottery system to pick students. We must be clear: leaming English should be an opportunity 
available to all - not a raffle. My budget boosts support for English as a second language and 
links classes with civics educafion. So as new inmiigrants leam English, they can also become 
fluent in the rights and responsibilifies of American life. 

We are more diverse than ever before. The face of America is changing. We all know 
that. The quesfion ahead is not: how will we look? But, what will we be? What will we choose 
as a community to do with our diversity? 

This fall, as a part of our ongoing millennium celebrations, the First Lady and I hosted a 
discussion with Eric Lander, one of America's leading geneticists, who is with us here tonight. 
Dr. Lander explained that all human beings genefically are 99.9 percent the same. Science seems 
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to affirm what faith has always taught us: that the differences between us are nothing compared 
to the common humanity that unites us all. 

We are more united than ever, but we have work to do. We cannot ignore the hatred that 
spawned such recent incidents as the murder of young Matthew Shepard or the dragging death of 
James Byrd in Texas. Rather than give into hate, the Byrd family transformed their hate to a new 
foundafion for racial reconciliation. We're honored to have [TK Byrd] with us tonight. 

Let me say again, discriminafion and violence against anyone because of race, religion, 
gender, sexual orientafion, ancestry or disability is wrong. We must also make it illegal. I ask 
the Congress once more to pass, without further delay, the Hate Crimes Prevention Act and the 
Employment Non-Discriminafion Act. 

And finally, to make the most of our economic and social progress we have made 
together, we must continue our joumey to building One America in the 2 l " century. That means 
rededicating ourselves to the ideals of jusfice and opportunity for all that are at the heart of our 
democracy. No American should be subjected to discrimination in housing, educafion, federal 
contracting or any other aspect of American life. My budget increases funding substantially for 
civil rights enforcement at the EEOC and the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division—to 
make sure that protections in law are protections in fact. 

Last February, I created the White House Office on One America to coordinate our 
efforts and help build communiw_partnerships for racial reconciliation. We are reaching out 
across our nation - from lawymtff^ligious leaders to corporate leaders to make sure every 
American can help build the One America of our dreams. 

We know there is only one way to achieve that kind of nafion—not through machines or 
money or might. Above all, it must flow from the human spirit. Let us take on the unfinished 
work of our time. Let us do our part to lift the burden of race and make the promise of America 
the pracfice of America. 

My fellow Americans, this is the seventh time I have had the privilege of this high 
moment. Each time I have approached it with great hope and great expectations for our nation. 
But there is no escaping the fact that tonight is different. For tonight, we stand on the 
mountaintop of a new millennium. Behind us we see the great expanse of American 
achievement, and before "^^^gt fronfiers of possibility yet to be explored. 

The children of the future will see: generations of Americans eamed this moment -
eamed this opportunity - and we have an obligation to make the most of it. Not even the most 
far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted that American ingenuity and spirit would lead 
the worid to these unprecedented heights of prosperity and peace. And we can only imagine the 
heights to which we will climb in this new century. 

And so, tonight, whether you are settling in the comfort of today's growing affluence or 
climbing out of the shadows of yesterday's despair, look up and see that the sun is rising on a 
new century of hope and possibility in America. Look up and take your place in the procession 
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of Americans, great and small, whose gifts to the past have brought us to this moment of great 
promise. Now it is your time. You are our gifts to the future. Together, we can make the next 
100 years, America's greatest century. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON , 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS i J A h P M 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL ^ " 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 27, 2000 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my fellow 

Americans: Tonight I have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union Address of a new 

century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our nation 

enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so little intemal 

crisis or so few extemal threats. Never have our values - of freedom and democracy - been 

more ascendant around the world. Never have we had such a blessed opportunity - and, 

therefore, such a profound obligation - to build the more perfect union of our founders' dreams. 

We end the 20th Century, and begin the 21st, at a high point in our history. There is no 

better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams for our children. No better moment to make 

big plans for our nation. No better moment than today. 

Today we are experiencing a remarkable American renaissance. Twenty million new 

jobs. The fastest economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30 

years; the lowest poverty rate in 20 years; the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years; the 

lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rate ever; the highest home ownership 



ever. And next month, America will achieve the longest economic expansion in our nation's 

history. 

My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our union is 

strong - the strongest it has ever been. 

We are experiencing not only a renaissance of the American economy, but something 

even more important: a renewal of the American spirit. Across our land we see a revival of 

responsibility. . . a renewal of the bonds of community. Who would have thought that in just 

seven years we could cut the welfare rolls in half, and moved millions from welfare to work? 

Who would have thought that we could cut crime by one quarter, to its lowest level in more than 

30 years? Who would have thought that we could reverse virtually every terrible social trend of 

the last few decades, from teen pregnancy going down, to adopfions going up? Our social fabric, 

once frayed, is on the mend. L- U 0 C 0 -I " 

Tonight it is clear: Our nation is prepared for the new century. 

It is also clear that the American people - by the hard work they do every day - deserve 

\ / ^ l u y the credit, and our thanks. My gratitude also goes to the many of you, here in this chamber, who 

have worked with us to make the tough decisions, to put progress above partisanship for the sake 

of our people. I thank you. 



Eight years ago, it was not clear to most Americans that there would be much to celebrate 

in the year 2000. Our nation was gripped by economic distress, social decline, polifical ^Q^'/tCfiT^^^ 

stalemat^and discredited govemment. In 1992, at a time of rising crime, mounting deficits, and 

high unemployment,^a best-selling book aske^ "What went wrong? L/o-f' ^^X[ 0d^\cj[ \6^{/i^U/L^ 

But in the best traditions of our nation, of the fime of Lincoln and the two Roosevelts, 

America determined to set things right. We replaced outdated ideologies with bold, new ideas 

anchored in basic, enduring values: opportunity for all; btrt-al^lTesponsibility from all. That a 

howyoubuilh community of a l l A ^ . ^ ^ S ^ T ^ * " ^ 

That's how we tumed decades of record deficits into back-to-back record surpluses - not 

by denigrating govemment but by reinventing it, and acting with fiscal discipline. That's how 

we have cut crime - not by debating between prevention and punishment but by doing both, and 

doing them better - passing the Brady Law that has kept guns out of the hands of half a million 

criminals, and funding 100,000 community police to make our neighborhoods safer. That's how 

we have protected our environment - not with old-style regulafions but with new approaches and 

technologies. 

That's how we ended welfare as we knew it - by ending dependency and empowering 

millions to go to work. That's how we have helped parents to succeed at work and at home - by 

offering new approaches, like Family and Medical Leave, which 20 million working Americans 

have used to care for sick loved ones. That's how we have opened the doors of college to all -

with HOPE scholarship tax cuts, more Pell Grants, and more affordable college loans. That's 



how we have engaged 150,000 more young Americans in citizen service - building One 

America, one community at a time, through AmeriCorps. And that's how we have seized the 

opportunities of a global era - by expanding trade with more than 270 new agreements and 

•extendi^ our values around the world. 

In 1992, we had a roadmap. In the year 2000, we have results. We have built our bridge 

to the 21st Century. Now, let us lift our sights and take what Theodore Roosevelt called "the 

long look ahead." 

Let us look beyond this year, even beyond this decade, and ask ourselves: How will we 

make the most of this moment of promise? What are our biggest challenges, and how will we 

meet them? 

Tonight, let us pledge: 

At a fime of unprecedented economic growth, let's bring prosperity into every 

community in America. Xlfif^y^p^^^'^^ ''^^ 

At a time when our people are living longer than ever, let's ensure that they are also 

living better - and healthier. 

^ ^ ^ ^ 
At a time when technology is transforming our world, let's realize it^Tull promise and 

N 
make sure our values guide our progress. 



At a time of steadily falling crime, let's make America the safest big nation on Earth. 

At a time when more families are working families, let's ensure that parents have the 

tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all - raising children. 

At a time when knowledge is the key to the new economy, let's make sure evgryxhild 

begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed. X ^ 

At a time when America is growing more diverse than ever, let's finally becornewHaT 

we've always known we can be: one nafion, under God, indivisible. 

These are big goalŝ ĵ  Weouftynot reach them this year. But-I-believ^ we will reach them. 

And we will get there the same way we got hefg: Tiot in one single leap, Wt step by step -J 

always building on our progress, moving forward, gaining ground. 

Of course, you can't gain ground if you're standing still. And for too long, this Congress 

has been standing still on some of our most pressing nafional priorifies. Let's get moving. This 

year, let's strengthen Social Security^ Let's modemize Medicare .wtttta voluntary prescription-

drug benefit. Let's pass a real patients' bill of rights. Let's pass common-sense gun-safety 21 

legislation. Let's pass meaningful hate-crimes legislation. Let's raise the minimum wage. 

But that will only be the beginning of our joumey. 
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Tonight, I will propose the first steps into the bold new fronfier of the 21st century. I 

will begin with a New Opportunity Agenda for this new era—an agenda rooted in responsibility, 

and designed to create a stronger and more inclusive community. At its core is a simple, 

powerful, fundamental principle: "Opportunity for all." 

This new agenda updates an old American value for the Information Age. Two centuries 

ago, at our nation's founding, opportunity meant, most of all, the freedom to carve a farm and an 

existence out of the forest frontier. Fifty years ago, opportunity meant a high school education -

or even the G.I. Bill - and a job for life. Today, opportunity means something different. It 

means having a computer and knowing how to use it. It means changing careers and a lifetime 

of leaming. It means mastering the tools and technologies of the new economy, in which ideas 

and information are the keys to success. 

Our first steps into the 21^* Century must be the right steps. They must be guided, first 

and foremost, by our faith that all children can leam and all adults can succeed. 

OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY IN EDUCATION 

For seven years we have pursued a simple strategy on education: Invest more, and 

demand more in retum. Offer opportunity, but demand responsibility. We have helped nearly 

every state set higher academic standards for their schools. We are closing in on our goal of 



connecting every classroom and library in America to the Intemet. And for two years in a row. 

Congress has supported our effort to hire 100,000 new, qualified teachers, to lower class sizes in 

the early grades. This Congress must continue that support. 

With these and other efforts, our students are leaming more. Scores on college entrance 

exams are going up, even as more students from more-diverse backgrounds are taking the test. 

And some of the most impressive academic gains are happening in schools in some of America's 

poorest neighborhoods. 

Schools like Beaufort [B'YOU-fert] Elementary in South Carolina. Five years ago, 

Beaufort was classified as one of the state's worst-performing schools. But under a new 

principal, Ruth Summerlin, Beaufort embraced accountability and higher academic standards, 

and started afterschool and summer school programs for students who were behind. Today, 

Beaufort's math and test scores exceed the state average, and local parents are pulling their 

children out of private schools and putting them in Beaufort. Ruth Summerlin is with us here 

tonight. '"'Y^dAAjic <j^n^ Y ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ILTK^^IAA^ ^ i ^ ^ L ^ £ ^ 

I have visited schools like Beaufort all across America ~ schools that have tumed 

themselves around with the same proven formula: greater accountability, higher standards, and 

the conviction that all students can leam. Unfortunately, there are too many low-performing 

schools in this country that are not applying these lessons - schools where, year after year, 

children fail to get the knowledge and skills they need to make the most of their God-given 

talents. 



Last year, from this podium, I proposed an Education Accountability Act, to 

fundamentally change the way the federal govemment invests in our schools - to support what 

we know works, and stop supporting what doesn't. This year, I challenge Congress to not only 

pass that measure, but to make dramatic new investments in ideas we know are working. 

We know that quality afterschool and summer school programs boost academic 

achievement. They also keep children off the street in the hours before parents get home fi-om 

work, when juvenile crime soars. Tonight, I propose that we double our investment for 

afterschool and summer school. If we do this, we can give every child in every failing school in 

America the chance to meet high standards - and to beat them. 

We know that our children who leam early leam best. And since 1993, we've put over 

150,000 more children in the successful Head Start pre-school program, and improved the 

quality of Head Start. Tonight, I propose the largest funding increase for Head Start in history. 

With this increase, plus greater investment in early leaming, we can take the first step toward 

providing universal pre-school for every four-year-old in America. 

We know that if we want our children to leam, we need good teachers and principals. 

Tonight, I propose new efforts to help states and school districts recmit the best and brightest 

people to teaching, train principals as leaders and get rid of bad ones. And we must finish the 

job of hiring 100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class size. 



We know that antiquated classrooms get in the way 

schools in America are in serious disrepair - with leaJ^ roofs and antiquated electrical wiring 

Tonight, I propose new investments to make immediate^Jirgent repairs to our schools. I rene 

my call for a tax credit to help build or modemize 6,000 schools nationwide - so we can take our 

children out of trailers and put them in modem classrooms. And let's make our high schools 

safer and better by investing in making them smaller. Let's make sure our kids go to schools 

where everybody knows their name. - L^iAJt 

We know that we must tumaround failing schools/- or shut them down. Last fall. 

Congress passed my plan to give districts the resources tc| do so. This year, let's double that 

investment. Let's also increase our investment in (Charter schools,)to give parents more choice. 

And let's give bonuses to states that succeed in making scores go up across the board. 

e must also do more to help high school students prepare for, and succeed in, college. ^•^^^^2> 

increase tutoring and mentoring efforts, bring advanced placement courses to schools in 

isolated mral areas via the Intemet, and offer disadvantaged students the same test prep courses 

wealthier students use to boost their scores on college entrance exams. [TK: Schumer/ college 

tax ideas] 

REWARDING WORK AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 

It is often said that the foundation of American life is the family. I would add "the 

working family," for it is through work that we support our families, and pass on our values to 



our children. That is why the basic goal of so much of what we have done ~ from reforming 

welfare to raising the minimum wage - has been to encourage and reward work; to give more 

opportunities for a better life to all families responsible enough to work for it. 

Simply put: When you work hard and play by the rules, good things should follow. To-^' 

your standard of living, to your savings, to your self-esteem. 

One of the most powerful incentives to work has been the Eamed Income Tax Credit, a 

targeted tax cut for low-income working families. The "E" in "EITC" is about eaming; about 

working; about taking responsibility and being rewarded for it. As one of my first actions as 

President, I asked the Congress to dramatically expand the EITC, and we did. As a result, the 

EITC helped more than 4.3 million Americans in 1998 work their way into the middle class -

double the number in 1993. 

Tonight I propose that we expand opportunity by substantially expanding the EITC. We 

should reduce the marriage penalty for the EITC, making sure that this tax credit rewards 

marriage, and family, just as it rewards work, and expand the tax credit for families with more 

than two children. Our plan would provide those families up to $1,200 more in tax relief. That's 

enough for the average family to pay three months' mortgage or eight months of health care 

coverage. And it's an added incentive to make their way into the middle class. They're working 

hard for it. We should help them to reach it. 
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For people who play by the mles, there's something else that should be within reach: 

their place of work. But two-thirds of new jobs are in the suburbs, far away from many low-

income families. In the past two years, 1 have proposed and Congress has approved 110,000 ne 

housing vouchers - to let more Americans live where opportunifies abound. This year, let's 

more than double tn^t number. If we want people to go to work, they have to be able to ge^o 

Wherever they live, working parents need quality child care. Last year, we helped ]P*^-^ 

A***̂ ^ n parents provide care for 1.25 million children. But child care should be Detter, safer, and more 

affordable. It's what our children deserve and what working parents need. My child care 

initiative would increase and improve care for 150,000 more children. And it's time we make 

the child care tax credit refundable to help families who need it most. Parents should be able to 

1 

balance work and family - not have to choose between them. 

^ee years ago, we create hew way for hard-pressed working families to provide 

hfX ^ health care for their children: the Children's Health Insurance Program. In less than a year, /^^^•^'^^ 

i l M enrollment CHIP has doubled, to 2 million children. But we must do more. As Vice President 

N** Gore has been saying >if states are looking to insure more children, they should go where the 
CC^ — — ^ 
r ^ ^ ^ • children are - in schools, churches, and child-care centers. And we should taJce the next step and 

^ w / . ^ fo 
enroll their parents, too. Nine million of them artf-eligible, but uninsured. And let's give a real, Hv^tj^p 

affordable option to the fastest growing group of uninsured: people between 55 and 65 who lose ' ^ . 
their coverage. We should allow them to buy into Medicare. 



[Tipper Gore, Mental Health - TK] 

»A3d let's make sure that men and women get equal pay for equal work. Today, women 

earn 75 cents for every dollar men eam. That's just not good,£«nigh. My budget provides much 

needed resources to enforce equal pay laws, an&Mftrain women for high-paying, high-tech jobs. 

d we should pass the Paycheck Faimess ̂ v . That will go a long way toward opportunity and 

dignity for working women. 

This year, I anfpropos^ a progressive savings initiative to help low- and moderate-

income families work and save for retirement, [policy TK] 

Franklin Roosevelt once said that "personal responsibility, guided by collective 

conscience, is the discipline of democracy." We have no greater responsibility than to love and 

support the children we bring into this world. Yet nearly one child in three in America today 

grows up in a home without a father - and these children are five times more likely to live in 

poverty than children with both parents at home. I know many single mothers do a magnificent 

job of raising their children. But their task is made infinitely harder when there is no father to 

contribute income and love; to share the burdens and joys of parenthood; to teach the boys to be 

men and the girls to expect respect from men. Four years ago, we made an historic reform of 

welfare that has helped millions of mothers move from dependency on a welfare check to the 

dignity of a paycheck. Demanding and promoting responsible fatherhood is the critical next 

stage of welfare reform. 
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We have already begun, over the last seven years, to crack down on fathers who fail to 

pay child support by denying them drivers' licenses and creating a national database to track 

them across state lines. As a result, child support payments have doubled since 1993. The 

number of unwed fathers who legally acknowledge their patemity has tripled. And the 

percentage of children bom into unwed homes, after skyrocketing for decades, has begun to level 

off, and the teenage birth rate is falling. 

This is progress. But we must accelerate that progress, step by step, until the day that 

every father in America takes responsibility for his children. We can begin by toughening 

measures against fathers who owe child support, such as booting their cars. We can give fathers 

even more incentive to contribute by allowing more of their child support payments to go 

directly to their families. 

And to absent parents who owe child support, we should say: we'll help you do right by 

your children, but you have to go to work, and pay them what you owe. 

V) Helping absent parents and others join the culture of work is good not just for them and 

their families. At a time when businesses across America have labor shortages, it is also good 

for our economy. Four years ago, I asked corporate leaders to join with us in a partnership to 

provide jobs to those leaving the welfare rolls. Today, 12,000 companies have hired nearly 

650,000 former welfare recipients. Yet these companies need still more new workers. And they 

say they are increasingly willing to hire from a growing pool of potential labor: the half-million 

ex-offenders who leave our prisons every year. Tonight, I propose a new initiative to train. 
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counsel, and more carefully monitor ex-offenders so they can become responsible employees, 

family members, and citizens. 

For our economy to continue to enjoy rapid growth without inflation, it is vital that our 

corporations find not just new workers to hire, but new opportunities to invest, and new markets 

in which to sell. I believe these new markets exist right here in America—in the inner cities, 

poor mral areas, and Indian reservations ~ places that have not yet been blessed by our nation's 

prosperity. Over the last six months, I have traveled to many of these places — joined by many 

of you - to shine a spotlight on the enormous opportunities in America's new markets. 

Now, more than ever, we have the means to expand the circle of opportunity wide 

enough to include the men and women at its margins, so that no one who's willing to work is left 

behind as our nation moves ahead. For business, it's the smart thing to do. And for America, 

it's the right thing to do. If we don't do it now, when will we ever get around to it? 

I believe businesses should have the same incentives to invest in America's new markets 

as they have to invest in new markets abroad. In this year's budget, I call on Congress to double 

our New Markets Tax Credit, to sput $12 billion in/new equity capital for our untapped markets. 

We should also greatly increase funding to help large-scale businesses expand or relocate to our 

inner cities or mral areas. And we should increase the tax incentives that promote growth in our 

Empowerment Zones. 
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Speaker Hastert, it was a powerful moment last November when you joined me and 

Reverend Jesse Jackson on stage at Englewood High School, in your home state of Illinois, and 

pledged to work with my administration on common ground for New Markets legislation. So 

"fot's work together to finish the job 

Last July, I became the first President to visit an Indian reservation since Franklin 

Roosevelt. That's far too long. In this new century, let's honor our historic responsibility to 

Native Americans - the first Americans. My budget increases by more than $1 billion our 

investment in health care, education, law enforcement, and infrastmcture. Indian Country is a 

new market America should not - and must not - ignore. 

We must also fulfill our obligafion to our farming communifies, the lifeblood of our land. 

When I signed the ||arnj)bill in 1996,1 waa conccmoa it would work well in good times b^not<aa?~ tputf=~ 

•Wen in bad times. In recent yparc ./Mir family f^jlpi'' ha^^HnrpH (Jroughtŝ aae floods and 

fiiiaiicidl cu&ciutbioaijnOur New Markets Initiative will holp them diversify their ooonomic 

4ia^. But Ict̂ s alao do more than mend the farm safety ne|^ let's strengthen lt7'^ 

^^ \J^ ^^'^ spring, I will lead a New Markets tour to focus on another challenge: the growing 

"digital divide" between those who have access to the new economy and those who don't. But 

the very technology that drives our expansion also creates tools to ensure that everyone, from the 

city to the farm to the reservation, can join in building our nation. My budget creates 1,000 new 

technology centers to connect poor communities to the economic mainstream. It also helps 
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mobilize the combined force of public, private, and nonprofit sectors to increase Intemet access 4 A X ^ 

in low-income areas. Because you can't get in the game until you have the tools to play. ^ ^ r ^ 

GLOBAL CHANGE AND AMERICAN LEADERSHIP 

As we move to master the possibilifies of the new economy at home, we must also lead in 

shaping a global economy that extends our prosperity - and expresses our values. 

Our intemational trade now accounts for one-quarter of our economy. It creates good 

jobs and brings us new products and technologies. We need to keep that trade growing, and 

make sure it grows fairly. That means enforcing our own mles to protect our workers, our 

industries, and our environment. It means making intemational trade - and the WTO - more 

open and responsive to concems about dignity of work and quality of life. And it means 

remembering that a global economy based on rules is far preferable than one with no rules at all. 

That is why China should join the WTO and live under the same trade mles we do. And 

when it does, America's companies and workers should gain new opportunities in every sector or 

China's vast market. I ask Congress to lock in this opportunity by passing Permanent Normal 

Trade Relafions status for China. This is a good deal for America. It will level the playing field 

in U.S.-China trade, and it is a chance to help China along the road to change. 

When we engage in the global economy, we are investing in our shared future. Growth 

from trade is not just vital for us, but for the 1.3 billion people around the world who still live on 
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less than a dollar a day. To help pass opportunity on to them, we should do our part - our full 

part - to reduce the debts that cripple the world's poorest nations. I ask Congress to support that 

effort, and to finalize our initiafives to unlock new trade with Africa and the Caribbean Basin. If 

we stay engaged, we will be helping Americans master the new economy . . . and helping others 

around the world become masters of their own future. 

At a moment when American power is unrivaled and the world is coming together around 

ideals we have lived by and died for, we have a responsibility to lead. Never forget the 

Americans who stmggled to give us this chance. Never forget that hundreds of millions of 

people live in peace today because of the Americans who rest in peace in graves marked and 

unmarked across the world. We have come too far, sacrificed too much, to stop the world and 

get off now; we must continue to shape the world. So let us look beyond our borders to the big 

questions that will shape the 21^' century world, and look within for the strength to find the 

answers. 

A central question is whether our security will be threatened by regional conflicts, 

especially those rooted in ethnic and religious tensions, that pose the risk of wider war. With all 

its amazing advances, our modem world is still bedeviled by our oldest failing - fear of those 

who are different from us. In too many places, that fear is exploited by unscmpulous leaders 

trying to cling to power or make bmtal war on their neighbors. 

America cannot prevent every conflict or stop every outrage. But when our interests and 

our values are at stake and we can make a difference, we must be peacemakers. For history 
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teaches that all big wars start small, and when human beings anywhere are singled out for 

destmction because of who they are, it is our common humanity that suffers. 

We should be proud that we have helped bring the Middle East closer than ever to 

comprehensive peace. [Update on Israel-Syria; essential that America does its share]. 

We should be proud of the role America played in bring peace to Northem Ireland... in 

helping to end the bloodletting in East Timor...in supporting efforts to end Africa's cmel wars. 

And we should be proud of the men and women of our armed forces who made it 

possible for a million innocent people to retum home to Kosovo last year. Now, instead of 

struggling to defeat something evil, we can focus on building something good: a Europe 

undivided, democratic and at peace for the first time in history. 

With us today are two Americans who've shown how both power and persuasion can 

serve the cause of peace. When Slobodan Milosevic unleashed ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, 

Captain John Cherrey was one of the brave airmen who tumed the tide - and when an American 

plane went down, he flew into the teeth of Serbian air defenses to bring its pilot home. When the 

peace process in Northem Ireland was in trouble, the man who did so much to start it went back 

one more time to save it, and now, with George Mitchell's help, the people there have a working 

govemment with all parties represented. Captain Cherrey, Senator Mitchell, we honor you with 

our gratitude, and with our determination to finish the work you helped begin. 
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A second question is whether our former adversaries, Russia and China, emerge in the 

coming century as stable, prosperous, democratic partners of the United States. 

Today, we face a Russia weakened by the legacy of communism, by economic crisis, by 

a cmel and fufile war in Chechnya. But never forget how much else has changed: 5,000 former 

Soviet nuclear weapons dismantled; Russian troops serving with us in the Balkans; a 

consfitutional transfer of power from one leader to another for the first time in a 1000 years of 

Russian history. Russia's long joumey to democracy is profoundly important. A generation 

from now, let it be said we did our part to help. 

As for China, we must promote our interest with firmness, but not fear. China cannot 

buy its stability and stature at the expense of freedom. But let us not isolate China from the 

global forces empowering its people to seek a better life. We want to see China on the inside, 

playing by the mles, not on the outside denying them. 

A third question for the new century is whether terrorists and hostile nations will acquire 

the means to undermine our defenses, and make us live in fear again. 

Thanks in part to the biggest counter-terrorism operation in our history, the millennial 

celebrations passed without a violent attack. But this age-old threat, magnified by modem tools 

of destmcfion, remains real. ^ f t^ /c / t^ ' ^H/ 
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To prevent terrorists and potential adversaries from acquiring deadly weapons, we must 

work with Russia to keep nuclear weapons secure and continue to reduce our arsenals. We must 

restrain nuclear and missile programs in North Korea and Iran's, and continuing to prevent Iraq 

from threatening its neighbors. And we must strength global standards against proliferation. 

That is why I am committed to working with the Senate on a bipartisan basis to rebuild a 

consensus for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

We are also developing a system to defend America against missile attack from outlaw 

nations, while working to preserve the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty with Russia. And my 

balanced budget devotes $2 billion to defend America's cyberspace against hackers, criminals 

and potential adversaries. 

A fourth quesfion is whether the stability of the 21^' century would will be threatened by a 

growing gap between rich and poor. Wejust cannot accept a future in which part of humanity 

lives on the cutting edge of a new economy, while another lives on the edge of survival. 

A large part of the answer is freedom. With the hopeful transitions to democracy in 

Nigeria and Indonesia, more people won the right to choose their leaders in 1999 than in 1989, 

the year the Berlin Wall fell. Yet even countries making all the right choices must sometimes 

stmggle to deliver for their people. 
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We must stand by democracies like Columbia fighting for their lives - and for our lives -

against narcotics traffickers. I have proposed a two-year, $1.6 billion package to help Colombia 

and I count on your support. 

We must stand by impoverished nations held back by debt and disease. My budget calls 

for a new $150 million investment in the global fight against AIDS and other infectious killers. 

And I will call on our partners in the G-7 and around the world tojoin us in a Millennium 

initiative to speed the delivery and development of vaccines to countries that might otherwise 

never be able to afford them. Today, I am proposing a tax credit that will say to private industry 

- if you develop vaccines for diseases like malaria, AIDS and TB, we will help pay for them, and 

we will lift millions of lives together. 

The final questions are the most important of all: Will America continue to lead? How 

do we see ourselves and our role for the next century? 

In the 20'*̂  century, America was thmst into global leadership by circumstance. Now we 

have to choose whether to shape the world. But it's really no choice at all, not if we want our 

children to know peace and prosperity and the promise of a better day. We could choose to see 

our role as a burden. I choose to see it as a blessing, a privilege, a responsibility. 

That's why we have reversed the decline in defense spending that began in 1985. We "-̂ •̂ oo*- r-

must continue to work together to keep our military the best trained, best equipped in the world. 

,̂ ,̂1 1 ^ ^ 
'^1 l^s. V^^^^' ^^^^ '^It 



My budget invests in readiness and in 21*' century weapons. And it raises salaries for our men 

and women in uniform. ^ " ^ Z ' ^ T f t ^ M L^AJ^rZ? 

We must also continue to fund the 1 percent of our budget that supports our intemational 

engagement and keeps our soldiers out of war. Last year, you worked with me to do that and to 

resume paying our UN dues and arrears. Let's do it again this year. And let's remember that 

building the right kind of global community is vital for a strong, secure American community . . . 

RESPONSIBILITY AND CRIME 

Here is another heartening statistic. The overall crime rate in America has dropped every 

year for the past seven years ~ the longest continuous decline in crime ever recorded. It 

happened because we took more responsibility for helping America fight crime, from passing the 

Brady bill to funding 100,000 new community police officers. Last fall. Congress agreed to 

support my plan to hire up to 50,000 more police officers, with special help for high-crime 

neighborhoods. Congress must continue that support this year. 

But while we are grateful that America is much safer, no one believes America is safe 

enough. We have the opportunity and responsibility to make America the safest big country in 

the world. 

We must begin by doing more to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and juv&niles. 

Last year. Congress l"Tfg"^°^n th^ n"" l'*l''l'v, • I't'̂ *'' il'^ti Ampriran people, and gave up a 
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this Congress. 

chance to require Brady background checks at gun shows and child safety locks for all new C'̂ ^^<'*JU>^ 

handguns. Passing this common-sense^iu]L5afet}^gislation should be the very next action of ^^^^^^^ 

]ViH=c hunters and automobile drivers to have r\ 

licenses. To reduce fireanns accidents and keep guns out of the wrong hands, tonight I propose U ^ 

that states have licenses for gun purchasers as well. [ 

But we can and must do more. States req 

To those who say that instead of strengthening gun laws, we should better enforce gun 

laws now on the books. I say, we already are. Federal gun crime prosecutions are higher today ^-^^Lp^^^ 

than in 1992, and are up 25 percent since 1998. But again, we should do more. We must hire 

more federal and local gun prosecutors, and more ATF agents to crack down on illegal gun 

traffickers and bad-apple dealers who supply guns to criminals and juveniles. We must supply 

law enforcement with the tools to trace the origin of every gun used in a crime in America. And ^^~pta^ 

\we must create a nafional ballistics network capable of tracing almost any bullet left at a crime \ l ' ^ 

ĉene anywhere in America to the gun of the criminal who fired it. 

Wr ^ Ml ^<j^nA. ^^^-Y^H^ "^^^^^ 

Listen to this: the accidental gun death rate of children under 15 is nine times higher in P̂ *̂*̂  

U.S. than in 25 other industrialized nations combined. Technologies now exist that could y ^ ^ , ^ 

lead to guns that can only be fired by the adults who own them. It's fime to help the gun industry ^ ' ' ^ ' ^ 

accelerate development of these smart guns. It's time for the gun industry to take responsibility 

too, and reform the way it does business ~ and help bring down gun violence in America. \ ^ ^ 

^ h 
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Another vital measure we can take to reduce the crime rate is to provide more ^ 

bo-70 ^ 

supervision, and demand more responsibility, from the hundreds of thousands of offenders who /yt^u^i^h 

leave our prisons every year. We know that those on parole or probation who use dmgs are [tk]- ŝtW 
^-/lyu^ 

fimes more likely than others to commit another crime, but half as likely to do so if they get dmg <^^/^^ ' i^ 

treatment. We must provide them that dmg treatment, along with dmg testing and a simple 

bargain: stay clean and you stay free; do dmgs and you do more time. 

The tragic school shootings in Littleton and elsewhere have been a terrible reminder of 

how vulnerable our children are to violence—and how much more we must do, at all levels of 

society, to protect them. Last year, I launched a national grassroots campaign to bring experts 

and local communities together to identify the most effective responses to youth violence. We 

also began funding efforts by local communities to develop comprehensive solutions to school 

violence, and this year we must increase our support of this vital endeavor. 

Every parent I know worries about the amount of violence in the media. I believe the 

entertainment industry should respond to parents concems. I give the industry credit for 

accepting my challenge to put voluntary ratings not just on movies but on TV programming and 

video and Intemet games. This year, we must go farther. Let's give parents what they most 

need: one rating system for all their children's entertainment—a system that is easy to 

understand and enforce. Tonight, I want to honor the person who has championed this idea, and 

been a champion of children and families as long as I have known her, your First Lady and my 

wife: Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
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At its best, popular culture can uplift and educate us even as it entertains us. Joining us 

tonight is someone whose half-century of work has appealed to the very best in our children -

indeed, in all of us. We already miss reading "Peanuts" each day, but Charlie Brown, Lucy, and 

Snoopy will never be far from our hearts. We thank you, Charles Schulz, for your creations, and 

for being here with us. 

RESPONSIBILITY, OPPORTUNITY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

We have an abiding responsibility to be wise stewards of our air, water, and land. And 

because of new technologies, we also have the opportunity to do so in ways that enhance 

economic growth. 

I am grateful for the many opportunities Vice President Gore and I have had to honor this 

commitment to future generations - and to finally put to rest the long-outdated notion that a 

strong economy and a healthy environment are incompatible goals. For as our economy has 

grown ever stronger, our environment has grown ever healthier. We have rid countless 

neighborhoods of toxic waste; ensured cleaner drinking water for millions of families; taken 

unprecedented action to improve the air we breathe. 

Two weeks ago, I visited the north rim of the Grand Canyon and created three new 

National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres of forests and deserts and 

wildemess we are preserving for all Americans, for all time. In the past three months alone, we 

have acted to preserve pristine backcountry lands in our National Forests and created three new 
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National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres we have protected for all 

Americans, for all time. Not since the days of Theodore Roosevelt has the nation come together 

to save so much precious land in the continental United States. C^^<^ '^^a 
^ i^^^^^Jk^ 

But our population and our cities are growing, and our commitment to conservation must 

keep growing^as^vcH>^o tonight, as part of my Lands Legacy Initiative, I propose creating, for 

^ I the first timL/a permanent\onservation endowment to save wildlands, protect coastlines, restore ^^"^ ^ ^ 

wildlife, and pres^e sprall but sacred green spaces. This endowment would provide nearly 

$1.5 billion each year - by far the largest, most enduring investment in land preservafion ever 

proposed. 

As we rise to protect our land, we must also help other nations that are stmggling to 

protect theirs. The rainforests are the lungs of our planet - and yet they are disappearing at the 

rate of more than 50 acres a minute. Tonight, I propose a new plan to help developing countries 

from the Amazon to the Congo Basin strengthen their economies by preserving, rather than 

destroying, their irreplaceable forests. 

The greatest environmental challenge of the new century is global warming. Scientists 

tell us that the 1990s were the hottest decade of the entire millennium - and that if we fail to 

heed the writing on the wall, our seas will rise and natural disasters will become more frequent 

with each passing year. America must act. America must lead. 
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if Tonight, I announce ihree new efforts ao do just that. First, I propose a [$100 million] 

initiative to help developing countries adopt clean-energy technologies and avoid the costly 

trade-offs that we made in the past. With these new technologies, they can expand their 

economies, improve the lives of their people, and protect the envirorunent at the same time. ^ ^ 

Second, to strengthen efforts at home, I propose c\()sifig the loophoje that allows old power 

plants to foul the air our children breathe and to conttftue-spgwing more greenhouse gases than 

any other source. Thiray-I call on tWe auto industry to help move the next generation of vehicles 

cars that get 70 or more miles to the gallon - from the laboratory to the showroom floor. 

^ 

iust put 21 st century technology to work in building a 21 st century economy in ^^^^^"^^ 

J 
harmony with tl̂ e environment. We must make sure this rountry of ours lasts through the ages. 

I n rt^tv ^i/1^J^/ft^ iUvX <i^(Mj: \i/^d2e*^^^ 

0 ( f̂̂ ^e -—V^ :fiU4^ tVTnt^ 
THE OPPO>tTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY O^ SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

A<i WP pntfr thi° ^'•i^. "i''>""^y '-i<'̂ i <'• « i in^y ic mai^iT^ it a millemiium of 

mira<;'lpg T h p y p r o m i s e d r a m a t i c i m p r o v e m e n t s i n h p i l t h , i n n i i r f f n i u i i i i j / ^ i i i l i l l Mil l q i m l i T y o f 

Biotechnology — and our growing understanding of human genetics and physiology — 

promises new treatments for disabilities and real cures for dread diseases. We are now on the 

brink of sequencing the human genome ~ the very code of life — which could bring cures for 

cancer, Alzheimer's, and AIDS. The new science of nanotechnology that allows us to manipulate 

molecules — even atoms — could help us detect tumors as small as a single cell, or develop 
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molecular computers that can store on a cube of sugar the entire contents of the Library of 

Congress. 

With longer, healthier, better lives, we are redefining what it means to be old. Consider 

this: if we delay the onset of Alzheimer's by just five years, right now we could empty half the 

nursing home beds in America. If we could delay the onset of adult diabetes, we could save $30 

billion in health care costs. 

In the future we will have new materials as strong as steel but ten times lighter. Ultra-

clean fuel cells for cars whose only byproduct is water clean enough to drink. And computers 

that can translate spoken English into foreign languages and vice versa as fast as you can speak. 

These and other technologies could change the way we work and live as surely as the 

Intemet does today. Fully one-third of our recent growth is due to infonnation technology. And 

the high-tech jobs it is creating are high-wage jobs ~ paying nearly 80 percent more than the 

typical private-sector job. 

For all these reasons, my budget will include|a $3 billion increase jn the Twenty-First 

Century Research Fund. These investments will increasesupport forbiomedical research, 

nanotechnology, information technology, clean energy and university-based research. This is 

more than an investment in research and development — it is an investment in America's fiiture. 

And we cannot move forward without it. 
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But it is up to all of us to ensure that this new age of science and technology is also a new 

age of enlightenment. The advances we seek must be guided by the values we hold dear. 

First and foremost, we must ensure that our privacy ~ financial and medical ~ is 

protected. Last year, our administration proposed rules to protect every citizen's most sensitive 

information, his or her medical records. This year, we will finalize those mles. We have also 

taken steps to protect our people's financial records. But these are only the first steps, as I said 

when I signed the financial modemization bill into law. I will soon send legislation to the 

Congress to complete this important unfinished business. 

We will also take action to prevent genetic discrimination — so no employer ever reviews 

your genetic records along with your resume. We will make sure that the actions of the 

govemment itself contain strong privacy protections. And tonight, I want to issue a strong 

challenge to on-line companies — to do more to protect their customers' privacy. 

Second, we know that our medical professionals work wonders every day; but we also 

know that their first obligation is to do no harm. My budget makes the largest investment in 

history to eliminate medical errors and enhance patient safety. Because no American should 

ever fear that their health care will jeopardize their health. 

Nearly forty years ago, as America began its exploration of space, President Kennedy 

said, "We set sail on this new sea because there is knowledge to be gained ... for the progress of 
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all people. Whether it will become a force for good or ill depends on man." If we take the right 

steps together, we can be confident that our progress will be a force for good. 

COMMUNITY ( ^22^01^ ^ ^"^^ 

hJO V^^d3&^ 

In 1835, the great foreign chronicler of America Alexis de Toqueville observed that in 

America, helping others is not just charity or compassion, it is a sign of good citizenship. De 

Toqueville was among the first to nofice something that is still tme of America today: much of 

what is noblest in our public life occurs outside of government—in the churches, charities, and 

volunteer groups, to which average citizens contribute money, and their time. We have long 

relied on this community of active citizenship to meet some of our toughest social challenges. In 

the 21*' Century, we must strengthen and expand this community as never before. 

To tap the full potential of philanthropic institutions, we must broaden the base of those 

who give. Tonight, I propose new tax incentives to do just that. Lower and middle income 

Americans who give deserve what wealthier Americans can get: a tax deduction for 

contributions to charity. 

We can also do more to bring communities of faith into the circle of service. Faith-based 

organizations work tirelessly everyday to help Americans fight drug and alcohol abuse and to 

provide opportunities for young people to get back on the right track or to stay out of trouble in 

the first place. We can respect the line between church and state and still do more to support the 

good works of these groups. Ov£ j^M^ »V>€ ^ .. . r J l ^ ^ J 



We can do even more to elevate the cause of citizen service. When I first ran for this f/f^OJ^ 

office, I had faith that if we gave our young people the opportunity to serve their communities, 

they would answer the call. Together, we created AmeriCorps in 1994, and today, over 150,000 

AmeriCorps members have served in countless ways, from teaching children to helping the 

homeless—often working with non-profit organizations. 

Today, AmeriCorps graduates, like veterans of our military and the Peace Corps, are an 

enormous pool of know-how and can-do. We need to tap that resource. Tonight, I propose the 

creation of the Americorps Reserves to activate former AmeriCorps members in times of crisis 

including natural disasters. 

The AmeriCorps oath concludes with the words: I will get things done. Let us do the 

same. Let us build on the success of AmeriCorps, fund it fully, and keep it strong for all time. 

Of course, the most fundamental responsibility of citizenship begins in the voting booth. 

More than half of our children live in households where neither parent votes. Too many simply 

think politics doesn't matter. But it does. So I say to all Americans: whatever your party, 

whatever your ideology, whatever you do, make your voice heard. Vote. 

And this is the year of the census, so you have a unique opportunity to not only stand up 

and be counted, but to make your voice count. 
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One of the wonders of our time is the way technology is expanding the community of 

citizenship, creating new ways for individuals to get involved in the democratic process. A few 

months ago, I held the first Presidential on-line town meeting. Starting next month, I will launch 

a series of what I call "Webside Chats"—on-line discussions focused on issues and ideas. We 

can give more Americans the opportunity to share their views and be a part of our nafional 

community. 

From the beginning, that community has been enriched by new immigrants. Like those 

before them, today's new immigrants are renewing the spirit of America. And like those before 

them, they know they must leam English to reach their full potential. 

Demand for English language classes is so high that some states have even resorted to a 

lottery system to pick students. We must be clear: leaming English should be an opportunity 

available to all - not a raffle. My budget boosts support for English as a second language and 

links classes with civics education. So as new immigrants leam English, they can also become 

fluent in the rights and responsibilities of American life. 

We are more diverse than ever before. The face of America is changing. We all know 

that. The question ahead is not: how will we look? But, what will we be? What will we choose 

as a community to do with our diversity? 

This fall, as a part of our ongoing millennium celebrations, the First Lady and I hosted a 

discussion with Eric Lander, one of America's leading geneficists, who is with us here tonight. 

32 



Dr. Lander explained that all human beings genetically are 99.9 percent the same. Science seems 

to affirm what faith has always taught us: that the differences between us are nothing compared 

to the common humanity that unites us all. 

We are more united than ever, but we have work to do. We cannot ignore the hatred that 

spawned such recent incidents as the murder of young Matthew Shepard or the dragging death of 

James Byrd in Texas. Rather than give into hate, the Byrd family transformed their hate to a new 

foundation for racial reconciliation. We're honored to have [TK Byrd] with us tonight. 

Let me say again, discrimination and violence against anyone because of race, religion, 

gender, sexual orientation, ancestry or disability is wrong. We must also make it illegal. I ask 

the Congress once more to pass, without further delay, the Hate Crimes Prevention Act and the 

Employment Non-Discrimination Act. 

And finally, to make the most of our economic and social progress we have made 

together, we must continue our joumey to building One America in the 21^' century. That means 

rededicating ourselves to the ideals of justice and opportunity for all that are at the heart of our 

democracy. No American should be subjected to discrimination in housing, educafion, federal 

contracting or any other aspect of American life. My budget increases funding substantially for 

civil rights enforcement at the EEOC and the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division—to 

make sure that protections in law are protections in fact. 
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Last February, I created the White House Office on One America to coordinate our 

efforts and help build community partnerships for racial reconciliation. We are reaching out 

across our nation - from fewyers to r^igiousleader^ corporate leaders to make sure every 

American can help build the One AmenCa-ofotli^eams. 

We know there is only one way to achieve that kind of nation—not through machines or 

money or might. Above all, it must flow from the human spirit. Let us take on the unfinished 

work of our time. Let us do our part to lift the burden of race and make the promise of America 

the practice of America. 

My fellow Americans, this is [he sfiyenttftime I have had the privilege of this high 

moment. Each time I have approached it with great hope and great expectations for our nation. 

But there is no escaping the fact that tonight is different. For tonight, we stand on the 

mountaintop of a new millennium. Behind us we see the great expanse of American 

achievement, and before us, frontiers of possibili^yet to be explored. 

The children of the future will see: generations of Americans eamed this moment -

eamed this opportunity - and we have an obligation to make the most of it. Not even the most 

far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted that American ingenuity and spirit would lead 

the world to these unprecedented heights of prosperity and peace. And we can only imagine the 

heights to which we will climb in this new century. 
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And so, tonight, whether you are settling in the comfort of today's growing affluence or 

climbing out of the shadows of yesterday's despair, look up and see that the sun is rising on a 

new century of hope and possibility in America. Look up and take your place in the procession 

of Americans, great and small, whose gifts to the past have brought us to this moment of great 

promise. Now it is your time. You are our gifts to the future. Together, we can make the next 

100 years, America's greatest century. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America. 

I ~f\ ^ 

"^//^ (^W- (H^^OiqsC^. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 27, 2000 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my fellow 
Americans: Tonight 1 have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union Address of a new 
century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our nation 
enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so little intemal 
crisis or so few extemal threats. Never have our values - of freedom and democracy - been 
more ascendant around the world. Never have we had such a blessed opportunity - and, 
therefore, such a profound obligation - to build the more perfect union of our founders' dreams. 

We end the 20th Century, and begin the 21st, at a high point in our history. There is no 
better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams for our children. No better moment̂ to-make 
big plans for our nation. No better moment than today. 

Today we are experiencing a remarkable American renaissance. Twenty milliodnew 
jobs. The fastest economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unerhployment i]^e"lnj.0 
vearsTthelowesrpoverty ratein 20^years; tne first bac_k-to-back budget sumluses in y2)yeai^ the 
lowest Afnban-American and Hispanic unemployment rate eveiy theJiigbesHiuine uwrorsbip^^ 
ever. And next month, Amenca will achieve the longest econornip expansion in our nation's v\ 

My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report tha 
strong - the strongest it has ever been. 

tilie'state state of our union is 

We are experiencing not only a renaissance of the American economy, but somethin 
even more important: a renewal of the American spirit. Across oiu-Jand we see a revival of 
responsibility. . . a renewal of the bonds of community. Who would have thought that in just 
seven years we could cut the welfare rolls in half, and moved millions from welfare to work? 
Who would have thought that we could cut crime by one quarter, to its lowest level in more th 
30 years? Who would have thought that we could reverse virtually every terrible social trend of 
the last few decades, from teen pregnancy going down, to adoptions going up? Our social fabric] 
once frayed, is on the mend. 

Tonight it is clear: Our nation is prepared for the new century. 

It is also clear that the American people - by the hard work they do every day - desferve 
the credit, and our thanks. My gratitude also goes to the many of you, here in this chamb/6r, who 



have worked with us to make the tough decisions, to put progress above partisanship for the sake 
of our people. I thank you. 

Eight years ago, it was not clear to most Americans that there would be much to celebrate 
in the year 2000. Our nation was gripped by economic distress, social decline, polifical 
stalemate, and discredited govemment. In 1992, at a time of rising crime, mounting deficits, and 
high unemployment, a best-selling book asked: "What went wrong? 

But in the best tradifions of our nation, of the time of Lincoln and the two Roosevelts, 
America detemiined to set things right. We replaced outdated ideologies with bold, new ideas 
anchored in basic, enduring values: opportunity for all; but also responsibility from all. That's 
how you build a community of all. 

That's how we tumed decades of record deficits into back-to-back record surpluses - not 
by denigrating govemment but by reinventing it, and acting with fiscal discipline. That's how 
we have cut crime - not by debating between prevention and punishment but by doing both, and 
doing them better - passing the Brady Law that has kept guns out of the hands of half a million 
criminals, and funding 100,000 community police to make our neighborhoods safer. That's how 
we have protected our environment - not with old-style regulations but with new approaches and 
technologies. 

That's how we ended welfare as we knew it - by ending dependency and empowering 
millions to go to work. That's how we have helped parents to succeed at work and at home - by 
offering new approaches, like Family and MedicaLLeave. which 20 million working Americans 
have used to care for sick loved ones. That's how we have opened the doors of college to all -
with HOPE scholarship tax cuts, more Pell Grants, and more affordable college loans. That's 
how"we have'enga^d 150,000 more young"Americans in citizen service - building One 
America, one community at a time, through AmeriCorps. And that's how we have seized the 
opportunifies of a global era -(by expanding trade withmore than 270 new agreements and 
extending our values around the world. 

In 1992, we had a roadmap. In the year 2000, we have results. We have built our bridge 
to the 21st Century. Now, let us lift our sights and take what Theodore Roosevelt called "the 
long look ahead." 

Let us look beyond this year, even beyond this decade, and ask ourselves: How will we 
make the most of this moment of promise? What are our biggest challenges, and how will we 
meet them? 

Tonight, let us pledge: 

At a time of unprecedented economic growth, let's bring prosperity into every 
community in America. 

At a time when our people are living longer than ever, let's ensure that they are also 
living better - and healthier. 



At a time when technology is transfomiing our world, let's realize its full promise and 
make sure our values guide our progress. 

At a time of steadily falling crime, let's make America the safest big nafion on Earth. 

At a time when more families are working families, let's ensure that parents have the 
tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all - raising children. 

At a time when knowledge is the key to the new economy, let's make sure every child 
begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed. 

At a time when America is growing more diverse than ever, let's finally become what 
we've always known we can be: one nation, under God, indivisible. 

These are big goals. We may not reach them this year. But I believe we will reach them. 
And we will get there the same way we got here: not in one single leap, but step by step -
always building on our progress, moving forward, gaining ground. 

Of course, you can't gain ground if you're standing still. And for too long, this Congress 
has been standing still on some of our most pressing national priorities. Let's get moving. This 
year, let's strengthen Social Security. Let's modemize Medicare with a voluntafy-pfcscripfion-
dru^benefit. Let's pass a real pafients' bill of rights. Let's pass common-sense gun-safety 
legislafionTLet's pass meaningful hate-crimes legislation. Let's raise the minimum wage. 

But that will only be the beginning of our joumey. 

Tonight, I will propose the first steps into the bold new frontier of the 21st century. I 
will begin with a New Opportunity Agenda for this new era—an agenda rooted in responsibility, 
and designed to create a stronger and more inclusive community. At its core is a simple, 
powerful, fundamental principle: "Opportunity for all." 

This new agenda updates an old American value for the Information Age. Two centuries 
ago, at our nation's founding, opportunity meant, most of all, the freedom to carve a farm and an 
existence out of the forest frontier. Fifty years ago, opportunity meant a high school educafion -
or even the G.I. Bill - and a job for lite. Today, oppprlunUy meails sometning different. I t" 
meansjiaving a computer and knowing how to use it. It rneans changing careers and a lifetime 
nf 1earnirip~---k-mg{ins masfenng ^̂ '̂  "̂"̂ "̂  -anrl j^rhnningipg of the new economy, in which ideas 
ând information are the keys to success. 

Our first steps into the 2ist Century must be the right steps. They must be guided, first 
and foremost, by our faith that all children can leam and all adults can succeed. 

OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY IN EDUCATION 



For seven years we have pursued a simple strategy on education: Invest more, and 
demand more in retum. Offer opportunity, but demand responsibility. We have helped nearly 
every state set higher academic standards for their schools. We are closing in on our goal of 
connecting every classroom and library in America to the Intemet. And for two years in a row. 
Congress has supported our effort to hire 100,000 new, qualified teachers, to lower class sizes in 
the early grades. This Congress must continue that support. 

With these and other efforts, our students are leaming more. Scores on college entrance 
exams are going up, even as more students from more-diverse backgrounds are taking the test. 
And some of the most impressive academic gains are happening in schools in some of America's 
poorest neighborhoods. 

Schools like Beaufort [B'YOU-fert] Elementary in South Carolina. Five years ago, 
Beaufort was classified as one of the state's worst-performing schools. But under a new 
principal, Ruth Summerlin, Beaufort embraced accountability and higher academic standards, 
and started afterschool and summer school programs for students who were behind. Today, 
Beaufort's math and test scores exceed the state average, and local parents are pulling their 
children out of private schools and putting them in Beaufort. Ruth Summerlin is with us here 
tonight. 

I have visited schools like Beaufort all across America ~ schools that have tumed 
themselves around with the same proven formula: greater accountability, higher standards, and 
the conviction that all students can leam. Unfortunately, there are too many low-performing 
schools in this country that are not applying these lessons - schools where, year after year, 
children fail to get the knowledge and skills they need to make the most of their God-given 
talents. 

Last year, from this podium, I proposed an Education Accountability Act, to 
frindamentally change the way the federal govemment invests in our schools - to support what 
we know works, and stop supporting what doesn't. This year, I challenge Congress to not only 
pass that measure, but to make dramatic new investments in ideas we know are working. 

We know that^uality afterschool and summer school programs boost academic 
achievement. They also keep children off the street in the hours before parents get home from 
work, when juvenile crime soars. Tonight, I propose that we double our investment for 
afterschool and summer school. If we do this, we can give every child in everv failing school in 
America the chance to meet high standards - and to beat them. 

We know that our children who leam early leam best. And since 1993, we've put over 
150,000 more children in the successful HeadJSlaiLEre-school program, and improved the 
quality of Head Start. Tonight, I propose the largest funding increase for Head Start in history. 
With this increase, plus greater investment in early leaming, we can take the first step toward 
providing universal pre-school for every four-year-old in America. 

We know that if we want our children to leam, we need good teachers and principals. 
Tonight, I propose new efforts to help states and school districts recmit the best and brightest 



people to teaching, train principals as leaders and get rid of bad ones. And we must finish the 
job of hiring 100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class size. 

We know that antiquated classrooms get in the way of leaming, and that a third of all 
schools in America are in serious disrepair - with leaky roofs and antiquated electrical wiring. 
Tonight, I propose new investments to make immediate, urgent repairs to our schools. I tejiew 
my.call for aj^ccredit to helpbuild or modernize ff̂ OOO -rhnoln nnfinnwidr - so we can take our 
children out offraTlers and put thTm in modem classrooms. And let's make our high schools 
safer and better by investing in making them gmaiipr(T-i>»:g-rr|̂ ]rp curp nnr ifiHc tr.gpiinr.ig 
wherceverybody-knc^Vs Un̂ ll uaiite.J 

We know that we must tumaround failing schools - or shut them down. Last fall, 
Congress passed my plan to give districts the resources to do so. This year, let's double that 
investment. Let's also increase our investment in charter schools, to give parents more choice. 
And let's give bonuses to states that succeed in making scores go up across the board. 

We must also do more to help high school students prepare for, and succeed in, college. 
We must increase tutoring and mentoring efforts, bring advanced placement courses to schools in 
isolated mral areas via the Intemet, and offer disadvantaged students the sarnejesfpr^ courses 
wealthier students use to boost their scores on college entrance exams. [TI^(Scnumer/ ̂ ollege 
tax ideas] 

REWARDING WORK AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 

It is often said that the foundation of American life is the family. I would add "the 
working family," for it is through work that we support our families, and pass on our values to 
our children. That is why the basic goal of so much of what we have done — from reforming 
welfare to raising thsjpinimum wage ~ has been to encourage and reward work; to give more 
opportunities for a better life to all families responsible enough to work for it. 

Simply put: When you work hard and play by the rules, good things should follow. To 
your standard of living, to your savings, to your self-esteem. 

One of the most powerful incentives to work has been the Eamed Income Tax Credit, a 
targeted tax cut for low-income working families. The "E" in '^EITC^ is about eaming; about 
working; about taking responsibility and being rewarded for it. As one of my first actions as 
President, I asked the Congress to dramatically expand the EITC, and we did. As a result, the 
EITC helped more than 4.3 million Americans in 1998 work their way into the middle class -
double the number in 1993. 

Tonight I propose that we expand opportunity by substantially expanding the EITC. We 
should reduce the marriage penalty for the EITC, making sure that this tax credit rewards 
marriage, and family, just as it rewards work, and expand the tax credit for families with more 
than two children. Our plan would provide those fanuUes-tm to $1,200 more in tax relief. That's 
enough for the average family to pay three months'/mortgagfe or eight months of health care 
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coverage. And it's an added incentive to make their way into the middle class. They're working 
hard for it. We should help them to reach it. 

For people who play by the mles, there's something else that should be within reach: 
their place of work. But two-thirds of new jobs are in the suburbs, far away from many low-
income families. In the past two years, I have proposed and Congress has approved 110,000 new 
housing vouchers - to let more Americans live where opportunities abound. This year, let's 
more than double that number. If we want people to go to work, they have to be able to get to 
work. 

Wherever they live, working parents need quality child care. Last year, we helped 
parents provide care for 1.25 million children. But child care should be better, safer, and more 
affordable. It's what our children deserve and what working parents need. My child care 
inifiative would increase and improve care for 150,000 more children. And it's time we make 
the child care tax credit refundable to help families who need it most. Parents should be able to 
balance work and family - not have to choose between them. 

Three years ago, we created a new way for hard-pressed working families to provide 
health care for their children: the Children's Health Insurance Program. In less than a year, 
enrollment CHIP has doubled, to 2 million children. But we must do more. As Vice President 
Gore has been saying, if states are looking to insure more children, they should go where the 
children are - in schools, churches, and child-care centers. And we should take the next step and 
enroll their parents, too. Nine million of them are eligible, but uninsured. And let's give a real, 
affordable option to the fastest growing group of uninsured: people between 55 and 65 who lose 
their coverage. We should allow them to buy into Medicare. 

[Tipper Gore, Mental Health - TK] 

An^^t's make sure that men and women get equal pay for equal work^^Today, women 
eam 75 cents for every dollar men eam. Tliaf<L''jU!jl nui good enough. My budget provides much 
needed resources to enforce equal pay laws, aiM to train women for high-paying, high-tech jobs. 
And we should pass thePavcheck haimess'Act.y^hat will HO a lone wa^'^waiO OlTp«¥Uuiitv and 

This year, I am proposing a progressive savings initiative to help low- and moderate-
income families work and save for retirement, [policy TK] 

Franklin Roosevelt once said that "personal responsibility, guided by collective 
conscience, is the discipline of democracy." We have no greater responsibility than to love and 
support the children we bring into this world. Yet nearly one child in three in America today 
grows up in a home without a father - and these children are five times more likely to live in 
poverty than children with both parents at home. I know many single mothers do a magnificent 
job of raising their children. But their task is made infinitely harder when there is no father to 
contribute income and love; to share the burdens and joys of parenthood; to teach the boys to be 
men and the girls to expect respect from men. Four years ago, we made an historic reform of 
welfare that has helped millions of mothers move from dependency on a welfare check to the 



dignity of a paycheck. Demanding and promoting responsible fatherhood is the critical next 
stage of welfare reform. 

We have already begun, over the last seven years, to crack down on fathers who fail to 
pay child support by denying them drivers' licenses and creating a national database to track 
them across state lines. As a result, child support payments have doubled since 1993. The 
number of unwed fathers who legally acknowledge their patemity has tripled. And the 
percentage of children bom into unwed homes, after skyrocketing for decades, has begun to level 
off, and the teenage birth rate is falling. 

This is progress. But we must accelerate that progress, step by step, until the day that 
every father in America takes responsibility for his children. We can begin by toughening 
measures against fathers who owe child support, such as booting their cars. We can give fathers 
even more incentive to contribute by allowing more of their child support payments to go 
directly to their families. 

And to absent parents who owe child support, we should say: we'll help you do right by 
your children, but you have to go to work, and pay them what you owe. 

Helping absent parents and others join the culture of work is good not just for them and 
their families. At a time when businesses across America have labor shortages, it is also good 
for our economy. Four years ago, I asked corporate leaders tojoin with us in a partnership to 
provide jobs to those leaving the welfare rolls. Today, 12,000 companies have hired nearly 
650,000 former welfare recipients. Yet these companies need still more new workers. And they 
say they are increasingly willing to hire from a growing pool of potential labor: the half-million 
ex-offenders who leave our prisons every year. Tonight, I propose a new initiative to train, 
counsel, and more carefully monitor ex-offenders so they can become responsible employees, 
family members, and citizens. 

For our economy to continue to enjoy rapid growth without inflation, it is vital that our 
corporations find not just new workers to hire, but new opportunities to invest, and new markets 
in which to sell. I believe these new markets exist right here in America—in the inner cities, 
poor mral areas, and Indian reservations ~ places that have not yet been blessed by our nation's 
prosperity. Over the last six months, I have traveled to many of these places ~ joined by many 
of you - to shine a spotlight on the enormous opportunities in America's new markets. 

Now, more than ever, we have the means to expand the circle of opportunity wide 
enough to include the men and women at its margins, so that no one who's willing to work is left 
behind as our nation moves ahead. For business, it's the smart thing to do. And for America, 
it's the right thing to do. I f we don't do it now, when will we ever get around to it? 

I believe businesses should have the same incentives to invest in America's new markets 
as they have to invest in new markets abroad. In this year's budget, I call on Congress to double 
our New Markets Tax Credit, to spur $12 billion in new equity capital for our untapped markets. 
We should also greatly increase funding to help large-scale businesses expand or relocate to our 



inner cities or mral areas. And we should increase the tax incentives that promote growth in our 
Empowerment Zones. 

Speaker Hastert, it was a powerful moment last November when you joined me and 
Reverend Jesse Jackson on stage at Englewood High School, in your home state of fllinois, and 
pledged to work with my administration on common ground for New Markets legislation. So 
let's work together to finish the job. 

Last July, I became the first President to visit an Indian reservation since Franklin 
Roosevelt. That's far too long. In this new century, let's honor our historic responsibility to 
Native Americans - the first Americans. My budget increaseŝ ŷTTrore than $1 billion our 
investment in health care, education, law enforcement, anmnfrastfuctilKe.^Tndian Country is a 
new market America should not - and must not - ignore. 

We must also fulfill our obligation to our farming communities, the lifeblood of our land. 
When I signed the farm bill in 1996,1 was concemed it would work well in good times but not as 
well in bad times. In recent years, our family farms have endured droughts and floods and 
financial crises abroad. Our New Markets Initiative will help them diversify their economic 
base. But let's also do more than mend the farm safety net - let's strengthen it. 

This spring, I will lead a New Markets tour to focus on another challenge: the growing 
"digital divide" between those who have access to the new economy and those who don't. But 
the Very tcchncrtogy that drives our expansion also creates tools to ensure that everyone, from the 
city to the farm to the reservation, can join in building our nation. My budget creates~l,000 new 
technology centers to connect poor communities to the economic mainstream. It also helps 
mobilize the combined force of public, private, and nonprofit sectors to increase Intemet access 
in low-income areas. Because you can't get in the game unfil you have the tools to play, 

• 

GLOBAL CHANGE AND AMERICAN LEADERSHIP 

As we move to master the possibilities of the new economy at home, we must also lead in 
shaping a global economy that extends our prosperity - and expresses our values. 

Our intemational trade now accounts for one-quarter of our economy. It creates good 
jobs and brings us new products and technologies. We need to keep that trade growing, and 
make sure it grows fairly. That means enforcing our own mles to protect our workers, our 
industries, and our environment. It means making intemational trade - and the WTO - more 
open and responsive to concems about dignity of work and quality of life. And it means 
remembering that a global economy based on rules is far preferable than one with no mles at all. 

That is why China should join the WTO and live under the same trade mles we do. And 
when it does, America's companies and workers should gain new opportunities in every sector or 
China's vast market. I ask Congress to lock in this opportunity by passing Permanent Normal 
Trade Relations status for China. This is a good deal for America. It will level the playing field 
in U.S.-China trade, and it is a chance to help China along the road to change. 



When we engage in the global economy, we are investing in our shared future. Growth 
from trade is not just vital for us, but for the 1.3 billion people around the world who still live on 
less than a dollar a day. To help pass opportunity on to them, we should do our part - our full 
part - to reduce the debts that cripple the world's poorest nations. I ask Congress to support that 
effort, and to finalize our initiatives to unlock new trade ^^nthAft^ca^^^ If 
we stay engaged, we will be helping Americans master the new economy . . . and helping others 
around the world become masters oflhej^^own future. 

At a moment when American power is unrivaled and the world is coming together around 
ideals we have lived by and died for, we have a responsibility to lead. Never forget the 
Americans who stmggled to give us this chance. Never forget that hundreds of millions of 
people live in peace today because of the Americans who rest in peace in graves marked and 
unmarked across the world. We have come too far, sacrificed too much, to stop the world and 
get off now; we must continue to shape the world. So let us look beyond our borders to the big 
questions that will shape the 21*' century world, and look within for the strength to find the 
answers. 

A central question is whether our security will be threatened by regional conflicts, 
especially those rooted in ethnic and religious tensions, that pose the risk of wider war. With all 
its amazing advances, our modem world is still bedeviled by our oldest failing - fear of those 
who are different from us. In too many places, that fear is exploited by unscmpulous leaders 
trying to cling to power or make bmtal war on their neighbors. 

America cannot prevent every conflict or stop every outrage. But when our interests and 
our values are at stake and we can make a difference, we must be peacemakers. For history 
teaches that all big wars start small, and when human beings anywhere are singled out for 
destmction because of who they are, it is our common humanity that suffers. 

We should be proud that we have helped bring the Middle East closer than ever to 
comprehensive peace. [Update on Israel-Syria; essential that America does its share]. 

We should be proud of the role America played in bring peace to Northem Ireland... in 
helping to end the bloodletting in East Timor...in supporting efforts to end Africa's cmel wars. 

And we should be proud of the men and women of our armed forces who made it 
possible for a million innocent people to retum home to Kosovo last year. Now, instead of 
struggling to defeat something evil, we can focus on building something good: a Europe 
undivided, democratic and at peace for the first time in history. 

With us today are two Americans who've shown how both power and persuasion can 
serve the cause of peace. When Slobodan Milosevic unleashed ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, 
Captain John Cherrey was one of the brave airmen who tumed the tide - and when an American 
plane went down, he flew into the teeth of Serbian air defenses to bring its pilot home. When the 
peace process in Northem Ireland was in trouble, the man who did so much to start it went back 
one more time to save it, and now, with George Mitchell's help, the people there have a working 



govemment with all parties represented. Captain Cherrey, Senator Mitchell, we honor you with 
our gratitude, and with our determination to finish the work you helped begin. 

A second question is whether our former adversaries, Russia and China, emerge in the 
coming century as stable, prosperous, democratic partners of the United States. 

Today, we face a Russia weakened by the legacy of communism, by economic crisis, by 
a cruel and futile war in Chechnya. But never forget how much else has changed: 5,000 former 
Soviet nuclear weapons dismantled; Russian troops serving with us in the Balkans; a 
constitutional transfer of power from one leader to another for the first time in a 1000 years of 
Russian history. Russia's long joumey to democracy is profoundly important. A generation 
from now, let it be said we did our part to help. 

As for China, we must promote our interest with firmness, but not fear. China cannot 
buy its stability and stature at the expense of freedom. But let us not isolate China from the 
global forces empowering its people to seek a better life. We want to see China on the inside, 
playing by the mles, not on the outside denying them. 

A third question for the new century is whether terrorists and hostile nations will acquire 
the means to undermine our defenses, and make us live in fear again. 

Thanks in part to the biggest counter-terrorism operation in our history, the millennial 
celebrations passed without a violent attack. But this age-old threat, magnified by modem tools 
of destmction, remains real. 

To prevent terrorists and potential adversaries from acquiring deadly weapons, we must 
work with Russia to keep nuclear weapons secure and continue to reduce oiu- arsenals. We must 
restrain nuclear and missile programs in North Korea and Iran's, and continuing to prevent fraq 
from threatening its neighbors. And we must strength global standards against proliferation. 
That is why I am committed to working with the Senate on a bipartisan basis to rebuild a 
consensus for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

We are also developing a system to defend America against missile attack from outlaw 
nations, while working to preserve the Anfi-Ballistic Missile Treaty with Russia. And my 
balanced budget devotes $2 billion to defend America's cyberspace against hackers, criminals 
and potential adversaries. 

A fourth question is whether the stability of the 21*' century would will be threatened by a 
growing gap between rich and poor. Wejust cannot accept a future in which part of humanity 
lives on the cutting edge of a new economy, while another lives on the edge of survival. 

A large part of the answer is freedom. With the hopeful transitions to democracy in 
Nigeria and Indonesia, more people won the right to choose their leaders in 1999 than in 1989, 
the year the Berlin Wall fell. Yet even countries making all the right choices must sometimes 
stmggle to deliver for their people. 
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We must stand by democracies like Columbia fighting for their lives - and for our lives -
against narcotics traffickers. I have proposed a two-year, $1.6 billion package to help Colombia 
and I count on your support. 

We must stand by impoverished nations held back by debt and disease. My budget calls 
for a new $150 million investment in the glob^l^gjiLgg^'^st AIDS and other infecfiojjs killer^^ 
And I wiircalTon our partners in the G^Tand around the worid tojoin us in a Millennium 
initiative to speed the delivery and development of vaccines to countries that might otherwise 
never be able to afford them. Today, I am proposing a tax credit that will say to private industry 
- if you develop vaccines for diseases like malaria, AIDS and TB, we will help pay for them, and 
we will lift millions of lives together. 

The final questions are the most important of all: Will America confinue to lead? How 
do we see ourselves and our role for the next century? 

In the 20"̂  century, America was thmst into global leadership by circumstance. Now we 
have to choose whether to shape the world. But it's really no choice at all, not if we want our 
children to know peace and prosperity and the promise of a better day. We could choose to see 
our role as a burden. I choose to see it as a blessing, a privilege, a responsibility. 

That's why we have reversed the decline in defense spending that began in 1985. We 
must continue to work together to keep our military the best trained, best equipped in the world. 
My budget invests in readiness and in 21*' century weapons. And it raises salaries for our men 
and women in uniform. 

We must also continue to fund the 1 percent of our budget that supports our intemational 
engagement and keeps our soldiers out of war. Last year, you worked with me to do that and to 
resume paying our UN dues and arrears. Let's do it again this year. And let's remember that 
building the right kind of global community is vital for a strong, secure American community . . . 

RESPONSIBILITY ANDrCRIME 

Here is another heartViing statistic. The overall crime rate in America has dropped every 
year for the past seven years — the longest continuous decline in crime ever recorded. It 
happened because we took more responsibility for helping America fight crime, from passing the 
Brady bill to funding 100,000 new community police officers. Last fall, Congress agreed to 
support my plan to hire up to 50,000 more police officers, with special help for high-crime 
neighborhoods. Congress must continue that support this year. 

But while we are grateful that America is much safer, no one believes America is safe 
enough. We have the opportunity and responsibility to make America the safest big country in 
the world. 

We must begin by doing more to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and juveniles. 
Last year. Congress listened to the gun lobby, rather than the American people, and gave up a 
chance to require Brady background checks at gun shows and child safety locks for all new 
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handguns. Passing this common-sense gun safety legislafion should be the very next acfion of 
this Congress. 

But we can and must do more. States require hunters and automobile drivers to have 
licenses. To reduce firearms accidents and keep guns out of the wrong hands, tonight I propose 
that states have licenses for gun purchasers as well. 

To those who say that instead of strengthening gun laws, we should better enforce gun 
laws now on the books. I say, we already .are. Federal gun crime prosecutions are higher today 
than in 1992, and are up 25 percent since 1998. But again, we should do more. We must hire 
more federal and local gun prosecutors, and more ATF agents to crack down on illegal gun 
traffickers and bad-apple dealers who supply guns to criminals and juveniles. We must supply 
law enforcement with the tools to trace the origin of every gun used in a crime in America. And 
we must create a national ballistics network capable of tracing almost any bullet left at a crime 
scene anywhere in America to the gun of the criminal who fired it. 

Listen to this: the accidental gun death rate of children under 15 is nine times higher in 
the U.S. than in 25 other industrialized nations combined. Technologies now exist that could 
lead to guns that can only be fired by the adults who own them. It's time to help the gun industry 
accelerate development of these smart guns. It's time for the gun industry to take responsibility 
too, and reform the way it does business — and help bring down gun violence in America. 

Another vital measure we can take to reduce the crime rate is to provide more 
supervision, and demand more responsibility, from the hundreds of thousands of offenders who 
leave our prisons every year. We know that those on parole or probation who use dmgs are [tk]-
times more likely than others to commit another crime, but half as likely to do so if they get dmg 
treatment. We must provide them that dmg treatment, along with dmg testing and a simple 
bargain: stay clean and you stay free; do dmgs and you do more time. 

The tragic school shootings in Littleton and elsewhere have been a terrible reminder of 
how vulnerable our children are to violence—and how much more we must do, at all levels of 
society, to protect them. Last year, I launched a national grassroots campaign to bring experts 
and local communities together to identify the most effective responses to youth violence. We 
also began funding efforts by local communities to develop comprehensive solutions to school 
violence, and this year we must increase our support of this vital endeavor. 

Every parent I know worries about the amount of violence in the media. I believe the 
entertainment industry should respond to parents concems. I give the industry credit for 
accepting my challenge to put voluntary ratings not just on movies but on TV programming and 
video and Intemet games. This year, we must go farther. Let's give parents what they most 
need: one rating system for all their children's entertainment—a system that is easy to 
understand and enforce. Tonight, I want to honor the person who has championed this idea, and 
been a champion (3i(f children and families as long as I have known her, your First Lady and my 
wife: Hillary Rodhahi Clinton. 
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At its best, popular culture can uplift and educate us even as it entertains us. Joining us 
tonight is someone whose half-century of work has appealed to the very best in our children -
indeed, in all of us. We already miss reac ing "Peanuts" each day, but Charlie Brown, Lucy, and 
Snoopy will never be far from our hearts. We thank you, Charles Schulz, for your creations, and 
for being here with us. 

RESPONSIBILITY, OPPORTUNITY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

We have an abiding responsibility to be wise stewards of our air, water, and land. And 
because of new technologies, we also have the opportunity to do so in ways that enhance 
economic growth. 

I am grateful for the many opportunities Vice President Gore and I have had to honor this 
commitment to future generafions - and to finally put to rest the long-outdated nofion that a 
strong economy and a healthy environment are incompatible goals. For as our economy has 
grown ever stronger, our environment has grown ever healthier. We have rid countless 
neighborhoods of toxic waste; ensured cleaner drinking water for millions of families; taken 
unprecedented action to improve the air we breathe. -

Two weeks ago, I visited the north rim of the Grand Canyon and created three new^ 
National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres of forests and deserts and 
wildemess we are preserving for all Americans, for all fime. In the past three months alone, we 
have acted to preserve pristine backcountry lands in our National Forests and created three new 
National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres we have protected for all ^ 
Americans, for all time. Not since the days of Theodore-RoosevelTlTas the nation come together 
to save so much precious land in the continentaftlnited States. 

But our population and our cities are growing, and our commitment to conservation must 
keep growing as well. So tonight, as part of my Lands Legacy Initiative, I propose creating, for 
the first time, a permanent conservation endowment to save wildlands, protect coastlines, restore 
wildlife, and preserve small but sacred green spaces. This endowment would provide neariy 
$1.5 billion each year - by far the largest, most enduring investment in land preservation ever 
proposed. 

As we rise to protect our land, we must also help other nations that are stmggling to 
protect theirs. The rainforests are the lungs of our planet - and yet they are disappearing at the 
rate of more than 50 acres a minute. Tonight, I propose a new plan to help developing countries 
from the Amazon to the Congo Basin strengthen their economies by preserving, rather than 
destroying, their irreplaceable forests. 

The greatest environmental challenge of the new century is global warming. Scientists 
tell us that the 1990s were the hottest decade of the entire millennium - and that if we fail to 
heed the writing on the wall, our seas will rise and natural disasters will become more frequent 
with each passing year. America mustact,_America must lead. 
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Tonight, I announce three new efforts to do just that. First, I propose a [$100 million] 
initiative to help developing countries adopt clean-energy technologies and avoid the costly 
trade-offs that we made in the past. With these new technologies, they can expand their 
economies, improve the lives of their people, and protect the environment at the same time. 
Second, to strengthen efforts at home, I propose closing the loophole that allows old power 
plants to foul the air our children breathe and to continue spewing more greenhouse gases than 
any other source. Third, I call on the auto industry to help move the next generation of vehicles 
- cars that get 70 or more miles to the gallon - from the laboratory to the showroom floor. 

We must put 21st century technology to work in building a 21st century economy in 
harmony with the environment. We must make sure this country of ours lasts through the ages. 

THE OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

As we enter this new era, it is already clear: technology is making it a millennium of 
miracles. They promise dramatic improvements in health, in our economy and in our quality of 
hfe. / \ 

Biotechnology — and our growing understanding of human genetics and physiology — 
promises new treatments for disabilities and real cures for dread diseases. We are now on the 
brink of sequencing the human genome ~ the very code of life — which could bring cures for 
cancer, Alzheimer's, and ADDS. The new science of nanotechnology that allows us to manipulate 
molecules ~ even atoms - could help us detect tumors as small as a single cell, or develop 
molecular computers that can store on a cube of sugar the entire contents of the Library of 
Congress. 

With longer, healthier, better lives, we are redefining what it means to be old. Consider 
this: if we delay the onset of Alzheimer's by just five years, right now we could empty half the 
nursing home beds in America. If we could delay the onset of adult diabetes, we could save $30 
billion in health care costs. 

In the future we will have new materials as strong as steel but ten times lighter. Ultra- j 
clean fuel cells for cars whose only byproduct is water clean enough to drink. And computers / 
that can translate spoken English into foreign languages and vice versa as fast as you can speak. 

These and other technologies could change the way we work and live as surely as the 
Intemet does today. Fully one-third of our recent growth is due to information technology. And 
the high-tech jobs it is creafing are high-wage jobs ~ paying nearly 80 percent more than the 
typical private-sector job. 

For all these reasons, my budget will include a $3 billion increase in the Twenty-First 
Century Research Fund. These investments will increase~STÎ ort for biomedical research, 
nanotechnology, information technology, clean energy and university-based research. This is 
more than an investment in research and development ~ it is an investment in America's future. 
And we cannot move forward without it. 
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But it is up to all of us to ensure that this new age of science and technology is also a new 
age of enlightenment. The advances we seek must be guided by the values we hold dear. 

First and foremost, we must ensure that our privacy ~ financial and medical — is 
protected. Last year, our administration proposed mles to protect every citizen's most sensitive 
information, his or her medical records. This year, we will finalize those mles. We have also 
taken steps to protect our people's financial records. But these are only the first steps, as I said 
when I signed the financial modemization bill into law. I will soon send legislation to the 
Congress to complete this important unfinished business. 

We will also take action to prevent genetic discrimination - so no employer ever reviews 
your genetic records along with your resume. We will make sure that the actions of the 
govemment itself contain strong privacy protections. And tonight, I want to issue a strong 
challenge to on-line companies ~ to do more to protect their customers' privacy. 

Second, we know that our medical professionals work wonders every day; but we also 
know that their first obligafion is to do no harm. My budget makes the largest investment in 
history to eliminate medical errors and enhance patient safety. Because no American should 
ever fear that their health care will jeopardize their health. 

Nearly forty years ago, as America began its exploration of space. President Kennedy 
said, "We set sail on this new sea because there is knowledge to be gained ... for the progress of 
all people. Whether it will become a force for good or ill depends on man." If we take the right 
steps together, we can be confident that our progress will be a force for good. 

COMMUNITY 

In 18TK, the great foreign chronicler of America Alexis de Toqueville observed that in 
America, helping others is not just charity or compassion, it is a sign of good cifizenship. De 
Toqueville was among the first to notice something that is sfill tme ofAmeriea today: much of 
what is noblest in our public life occurs outside of govemment-in th/church^, charities, and 
volunteer groups, to which average citizens contribute money, and their-tkneT We have long 
relied on this community of active citizenship to meet some of our toughest social challenges. In 
the 21*' Century, we must strengthen and expand this community as never before. 

To tap the full potential of philanthrOipiciDsfituUQnsH,,w£jnust broaden the base of those 
who give. Tonight, I propose new ta2Lincen_fiyes to do just that. Lower and middle income 
Americans who give deserve what wealthier Americans can get: a tax deduction for 
contribufions to charity. 

We can also do more to bring communities of faith into the circle of service. Faith-based 
organizations work tirelessly everyday to help Americans fight dmg and alcohol abuse and to 
provide opportunifies for young people to get back on the right track or to stay out of trouble in 
the first place. We can respect the line between church and state and still do more to support the 
good works of these groups. 
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We can do even more to elevate the cause of citizen service. When I first ran for this 
office, I had faith that if we gave our young people the opportunity to serve their communities, 
they would answer the call. Together, we created AmeriCorps in 1994, and today, over 150,000 
AmeriCorps members have served in countless ways, from teaching children to helping the 
homeless—often working with non-profit organizations. 

Today, AmeriCorps graduates, like veterans of our military and the Peace Corps, are an 
enormous pool of know-how and can-do. We need to tap that resource. Tonight, I propose the 
creation of the Americorps Reserves to activate former AmeriCorps members in times of crisis 
including natural disasters. 

The AmeriCorps oath concludes with the words: I will get things done. Let us do the 
same. Let us build on the success of AmeriCorps, fund it fully, and keep it strong for all time. 

Of course, the most fundamental responsibility of citizenship begins in the voting booth. 
More than half of our children live in households where neither parent votes. Too many simply 
think politics doesn't matter. But it does. So I say to all Americans: whatever your party, 
whatever your ideology, whatever you do, make your voice heard. Vote. 

And this is the year of the census, so you have a unique opportunity to not only stand up 
and be counted, but to make your voice count. 

One of the wonders of our time is the way technology is expanding the community of 
citizenship, creating new ways for individuals to get involved in the democratic process. A few 
months ago, I held the first Presidential on-line town meeting. Starting next month, I will launch 
a series of what I call "Webside Chats"—on-line discussions focused on issues and ideas. We 
can give more Americans the opportunity to share their views and be a part of our national 
community. 

From the beginning, that community has been enriched by new immigrants. Like those 
before them, today's new immigrants are renewing the spirit of America. And like those before 
them, they know they must leam English to reach their full potential. 

Demand for English language classes is so high that some states have even resorted to a 
lottery system to pick students. We must be clear: leaming English should be an opportunity 
available to all — not a raffle. My budget boosts support for English as a second language and 
links classes with civics education. So as new immigrants leam English, they can also become 
fluent in the rights and responsibilities of American life. 

We are more diverse than ever before. The face of America is changing. We all know 
that. The question ahead is not: how will we look? But, what will we be? What will we choose 
as a community to do with our diversity? 

This fall, as a part of our ongoing millennium celebrations, the First Lady and I hosted a 
discussion with Eric Lander, one of America's leading geneticists, who is with us here tonight. 
Dr. Lander explained that all human beings genetically are 99.9 percent the same. Science seems 
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to affirm what faith has always taught us: that the differences between us are nothing compared 
to the common humanity that unites us all. 

We are more united than ever, but we have work to do. We cannot ignore the hatred that 
spawned such recent incidents as the murder of young Matthew Shepard or the dragging death of 
James Byrd in Texas. Rather than give into hate, the Byrd family transformed their hate to a new 
foundation for racial reconciliafion. We're honored to have [TK Byrd] with us tonight. 

Let me say again, discrimination and violence against anyone because of race, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, ancestry or disability is wrong. We must also make it illegal. I ask 
the Congress once more to pass, without further delay, the Hate Crimes Prevention Act and the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act. 

And finally, to make the most of our economic and social progress we have made 
together, we must continue our joumey to building One America in the 21*' century. That means 
rededicating ourselves to the ideals of justice and opportunity for all that are at the heart of our 
democracy. No American should be subjected to discrimination in housing, education, federal 
contracfing or any other aspect of American life. My budget increases funding substanfially for 
civil rights enforcement at the EEOC and the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division—to 
make sure that protections in law are protections in fact. 

Last February, I created the White House Office on One America to coordinate our 
efforts and help build community partnerships for racial reconciliation. We are reaching out 
across our nation - from lawyers to religious leaders to corporate leaders to make sure every 
American can help build the One America of our dreams. 

We know there is only one way to achieve that kind of nation—not through machines or 
money or might. Above all, it must flow from the human spirit. Let us take on the unfinished 
work of our time. Let us do our part to lift the burden of race and make the promise of America 
the practice of America. 

My fellow Americans, this is the seventh time I have had the privilege of this high 
moment^,.£ach-tinisJhave approached it with great hope and great expectations for our nation. 
But̂ Aiere is no escaping'tiie fact that tonight is different. For tonight, we stand on the 

laintop of a new millennium. Behind us we see the great expanse of American 
'achievement, and bcfiSreus, vast frontiers of possibility yet to be explored. 

The children of the future will see: generations of Americans eamed this moment -
eamed this opportunity - and we have an obligation to make the most of it. Not even the most 
far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted that American ingenuity and spirit would lead 
the world to these unprecedented heights of prosperity and peace. And we can only imagine the 
heights to which we will climb in this new century. 

And so, tonight, whether you are settling in the comfort of today's growing affluence or 
climbing out of the shadows of yesterday's despair, look up and see that the sun is rising on a 
new century of hope and possibility in America. Look up and take your place in the procession 
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of Americans, great and small, whose gifts to the past have brought us to this moment of great 
promise. Now it is your time. You are our gifts to the future. Together, we can make the next 
100 years, America's greatest century. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America. 
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Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my fellow 
Americans: Tonight I have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union Address of a new 
century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our nation 
enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so little intemal 
crisis or so few extemal threats. Never have our values - of freedom and democracy - been 
more ascendant around the world. Never have we had such a blessed opportunity - and, 
therefore, such a profound obligation - to build the more perfect union of our founderŝ 'Hreams. 

We end the 20th Century, and begin the 21st, at a high point in our history. There is no 
better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams for our children. No better moment to make 
big plans for our nation. No better moment than today. 

Today we are experiencing a remarkable American renaissance. Twenty million new 
jobs. The fastest economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30 
years; the lowest poverty rate in 20 years; the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years; the 
lowest Afiican-American and Hispanic unemployment rate ever; the highest home ownership 
ever. And next month, America will achieve the longest economic expansion in our nafion's 
history. 

My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our union is 
strong - the strongest it has ever been. 

We are experiencing not only a renaissance of the American economy, but something 
even more important: a renewal of the American spirit. Across our land we see a revival of 
responsibility... a renewal of the bonds of community. Who would have thought that in just 
seven years we could cut the welfare rolls in half, and moved millions from welfare to work? 
Who would have thought that "we couldCUt CFiThe by one quarter, to its lowest leVef iituiuit than 
IJOyears? Who would have thought that we could reverse virtually every terrible social trend of 
the last few decades, from teen pregnancy going down, to adoptions_going up? Our social fabric, 
once frayed, is on the mend. 

Tonight it is clear: Our nation is prepared for the new century. 

It is also clear that the American people - by the hard work they do every day - deserve 
the credit, and our thanks. My gratitude also goes to the many of you, here in this chamber, who 



have worked with us to make the tough decisions, to put progress above partisanship for the sake 
of our people. 1 thank you. 

Eight years ago, it was not clear to most Americans that there would be much to celebrate 
in the year 2000. Our nation was gripped by economic distress, social decline, political 
stalemate, and discredited govemment. In 1992, at a time of rising crime, mounting deficits, and 
high unemployment, a best-selling book asked: "What went wrong? 

But in the best traditions of our nation, of the time of Lincoln and the two Roosevelts, 
America determined to set things right. We replaced outdated ideologies with bold, new ideas 
anchored in basic, enduring values: opportunity for all; but also responsibility from all. That's 
how you build a community of all. 

That's how we tumed decades of record deficits into back-to-back record surpluses - not 
by denigrating govemment but by reinventing it, and acting with fiscal discipline. That's how 
we have cut crime - not by debating between prevention and punishment but by doing both, and 
doing them better - passing the Brady Law that has kept guns out of the hands of half a million 
criminals, and funding 100,000 community police to make our neighborhoods safer. That's how 
we have protected our environment - not with old-style regulations but with new approaches and 
technologies. 

That's how we ended welfare as we knew it - by ending dependency and empowering 
millions to go to work. That's how we have helped parents to succeed at work and at home - by 
offering new approaches, like Family and Medical Leave, which 20 million working Americans 
have used to care for sick loved ones. That's how we have opened the doors of college to all -
with HOPE scholarship tax cuts, more Pell Grants, and more affordable college loans. That's 
how we have engaged 150,000 more young Americans in citizen service - building One 
America, one community at a time, through AmeriCorps. And that's how we have seized the 
opportunities of a global era - by expanding trade with more than 270 new agreements and 
extending our values around the world. 

In 1992, we had a roadmap. In the year 2000, we have results. We have built our bridge 
to the 21st Century. Now, let us lift our sights and take what Theodore Roosevelt called "the 
long look ahead." 

Let us look beyond this year, even beyond this decade, and ask ourselves: How will we 
make the most of this moment of promise? What are our biggest challenges, and how will we 
meet them? 

Tonight, let us pledge: 

At a time of unprecedented economic growth, let's bring prosperity into every 
community in America. 

At a time when our people are living longer than ever, let's ensure that they are also 
living better - and healthier. 



At a fime when technology is transforming our world, let's realize its full promise and 
make sure our values guide our progress. 

At a fime of steadily falling crime, let's make America the safest big nation on Earth. 

At a fime when more families are working families, let's ensure that parents have the 
tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all - raising children. 

At a time when knowledge is the key to the new economy, let's make sure every child 
begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed. 

At a time when America is growing more diverse than ever, let's finally become what 
we've always known we can be: one nafion, under God, indivisible. 

These are big goals. We may not reach them this year. But I believe we will reach them. 
And we will get there the same way we got here: not in one single leap, but step by step -
always building on our progress, moving forward, gaining ground. 

Of course, you can't gain ground if you're standing still. And for too long, this Congress 
has been standing still on some of our most pressing national priorities. Let's get moving. This 
year, let's strengthen Social Security. Let's modemize Medicare with a voluntary prescription-
dmg benefit. Let's pass a real patients' bill of rights. Let's pass common-sense gun-safety 
legislafion. Let's pass meaningful hate-crimes legislafion. Let's raise the minimum wage. 

But that will only be the beginning of our joumey. 

Tonight, I will propose the first steps into the bold new frontier of the 21st century. I 
will begin with a New Opportunity Agenda for this new era—an agenda rooted in responsibility, 
and designed to create a stronger and more inclusive community. At its core is a simple, 
powerful, fundamental principle: "Opportunity for all." 

This new agenda updates an old American value for the Information Age. Two centuries 
ago, at our nation's founding, opportunity meant, most of all, the freedom to carve a farm and an 
existence out of the forest frontier. Fifty years ago, opportunity meant a high school education -
or even the G.I. Bill - and a job for life. Today, opportunity means something different. It 
means having a computer and knowing how to use it. It means changing careers and a lifetime 
of leaming. It means mastering the tools and technologies of the new economy, in which ideas 
and informafion are the keys to success. 

Our first steps into the 21^* Century must be the right steps. They must be guided, first 
and foremost, by our faith that all children can leam and all adults can succeed. 

OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY IN EDUCATION 



For seven years we have pursued a simple strategy on education: Invest more, and 
demand more in retum. Offer opportunity, but demand responsibility. We have helped nearly 
every state set higher academic standards for their schools. We are closing in on our goal of 
connecting every classroom and library in America to the Intemet. And for two years in a row, 
Congress has supported our effort to hire 100,000 new, qualified teachers, to lower class sizes in 
the early grades. This Congress must continue that support. 

With these and other efforts, our students are leaming more. Scores on college entrance 
exams are going up, even as more students from more-diverse backgrounds are taking the test. 
And some of the most impressive academic gains are happening in schools in some of America's 
poorest neighborhoods. 

Schools like Beaufort [B'YOU-fert] Elementary in South Carolina. Five years ago, 
Beaufort was classified as one of the state's worst-performing schools. But under a new 
principal, Ruth Summerlin, Beaufort embraced accountability and higher academic standards, 
and started afterschool and summer school programs for students who were behind. Today, 
Beaufort's math and test scores exceed the state average, and local parents are pulling their 
children out of private schools and putting them in Beaufort. Ruth Summerlin is with us here 
tonight. 

I have visited schools like Beaufort all across America — schools that have tumed 
themselves around with the same proven formula: greater accountability, higher standards, and 
the conviction that all students can leam. Unfortunately, there are too many low-performing 
schools in this country that are not applying these lessons - schools where, year after year, 
children fail to get the knowledge and skills they need to make the most of their God-given 
talents. 

Last year, from this podium, I proposed an Education Accountability Act, to 
fundamentally change the way the federal govemment invests in our schools - to support what 
we know works, and stop supporting what doesn't. This year, I challenge Congress to not only 
pass that measure, but to make dramatic new investments in ideas we know are working. 

We know that quality afterschool and summer school programs boost academic 
achievement. They also keep children off the street in the hours before parents get home from 
work, when juvenile crime soars. Tonight, I propose that we double our investment for 
afterschool and sunmier school. If we do this, we can give every child in every failing school in 
America the chance to meet high standards - and to beat them. 

We know that our children who leam early leam best. And since 1993, we've put over 
150,000 more children in the successful Head Start pre-school program, and improved the 
quality of Head Start. Tonight, I propose the largest funding increase for Head Start in history. 
With this increase, plus greater investment in early leaming, we can take the first step toward 
providing universal pre-school for every four-year-old in America. 

We know that if we want our children to leam, we need good teachers and principals. 
Tonight, I propose new efforts to help states and school districts recmit the best and brightest 



people to teaching, train principals as leaders and get rid of bad ones. And we must finish the 
job of hiring 100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class size. 

We know that antiquated classrooms get in the way of leaming, and that a third of all 
schools in America are in serious disrepair - with leaky roofs and antiquated electrical wiring. 
Tonight, I propose new investments to make immediate, urgent repairs to our schools. I renew 
my call for a tax credit to help build or modemize 6,000 schools nationwide - so we can take our 
children out of trailers and put them in modem classrooms. And let's make our high schools 
safer and better by investing in making them smaller. Let's make sure our kids go to schools 
where everybody knows their name. 

We know that we must tumaround failing schools - or shut them down. Last fall. 
Congress passed my plan to give districts the resources to do so. This year, let's double that 
investment. Let's also increase our investment in chartei-scbeols. to give parents more choice. 
And let's give bonuses to states that succeed in making scores go up across the board. 

We must also do more to help high school students prepare for, and succeed in, college. 
We must increase4utoriiig_andmentoring efforts, bring advanced placement courses to schools in 
isolated rural areas via^th^JntemH^ntHrffisrdisaavantaged students the same test prep courses 
wealthier students use to boost their scores on college entrance exams. [TKrSchmnCT/'colTege 
tax ideas] 

REWARDING WORK AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 

It is often said that the foundation of American life is the family. I would add "the 
working family," for it is through work that we support our families, and pass on our values to 
our children. That is why the basic goal of so much of what we have done — from reforming 
welfare to raising the minimum wage — has been to encourage and reward work; to give more 
opportunities for a better life to all families responsible enough to work for it. 

Simply put: When you work hard and play by the mles, good things should follow. To 
your standard of living, to your savings, to your self-esteem. 

One of the most powerful incentives to work has been the Eamed Income Tax Credit, a 
targeted tax cut for low-income working families. The "E" in "EITC" is about eaming; about 
working; about taking responsibility and being rewarded for it. As one of my first actions as 
President, I asked the Congress to dramatically expand the EITC, and we did. As a result, the 
EITC helped more than 4.3 million Americans in 1998 work their way into the middle class -
double the number in 1993. 

Tonight I propose that we expand opportunity by substantially expanding the EITC. We 
should reduce the marriage penalty for the EITC, making sure that this tax credit rewards 
marriage, and family, just as it rewards work, and expand the tax credit for families with more 
than two children. Our plan would provide those families up to $1,200 more in tax relief. That's 
enough for the average family to pay three months' mortgage or eight months of health care 



coverage. And it's an added incentive to make their way into the middle class. They're working 
hard for it. We should help them to reach it. 

For people who play by the mles, there's something else that should be within reach: 
their place of work. But two-thirds of new jobs are in the suburbs, far away from many low-
income families. In the past two years, I have proposed and Congress has approved 110,000 new 
housing vouchers - to let more Americans live where opportunities abound. This year, let's 
more than double that number. If we want people to go to work, they have to be able to get to 
work. 

Wherever they live, working parents need quality child care. Last year, we helped 
parents provide care for 1.25 million children. But child care should be better, safer, and more 
affordable. It's what our children deserve and what working parents need. My child-care 
initiative would increase and improve care for 150,000 more children. And it's time we make 
the child care tax^rH'^ rpfimHahlp to help families who need it most. Parents should be able to 
balance work and family - not have to choose between them. 

Three years ago, we created a new way for hard-pressed working families to provide 
health care for their children: the Children's Health Insurance Program. In less than a year, 
enrollment CHIP has doubled, to 2 million children. But we must do more. As Vice President 
Gore has been saying, if states are looking to insure more children, they should go where the 
children are - in schools, churches, and child-care centers. And we should take the next step and 
enroll their parents, too. Nine million of them are eligible, but uninsured. And let's give a real, 
affordable option to the fastest growing group of uninsured: people between 55 and 65 who lose 
their coverage. We should allowjhgm to buy into Medicare. 

[Tipper Gore, 

And let's make sure that men and women get equal pay for equal work. Today, women 
eam 75 cents for every dollar men eam. That's just not good enough. My budget provides much 
needed resources to enforce equal pay laws, and to train women for high-paying, high-tech jobs. 
And we should pass the Paycheck Faimess Act. That will go a long way toward opportunity and 
dignity for working women. 

This year, I am proposing a progressive savings initiative to help low- and moderate-
income families work and save for retirement, [policy TK] 

Franklin Roosevelt once said that "personal responsibility, guided by collective 
conscience, is the discipline of democracy." We have no greater responsibility than to love and 
support the children we bring into this world. Yet nearly one child in three in America today 
grows up in a home without a father - and these children are five times more likely to live in 
poverty than children with both parents at home. I know many single mothers do a magnificent 
job of raising their children. But their task is made infinitely harder when there is no father to 
contribute income and love; to share the burdens and joys of parenthood; to teach the boys to be 
men and the girls to expect respect from men. Four years ago, we made an historic reform of 
welfare that has helped millions of mothers move from dependency on a welfare check to the 



inner cities or mral areas. And we should increase the tax incentives that promote growth in our 
Empowennent Zones. 

Speaker Hastert, it was a powerful moment last November when you joined me and 
Reverend Jesse Jackson on stage at Englewood High School, in your home state of Illinois, and 
pledged to work with my administrafion on common ground for New Markets legislation. So 
let's work together to finish the job. 

Last July, 1 became the first President to visit an Indian reservation since Franklin 
Roosevelt. That's far too long. In this new century, let's honor our historic responsibility to 
Native Americans - the first Americans. My budget increases by more than $1 billion our 
investment in health care, education, law enforcement, and infrastructure. Indian Country is a 
new market America should not - and must not - ignore. 

We must also fulfill our obligafion to our fanning communities, the lifeblood of our land. 
When I signed the farm bill in 1996,1 was concemed it would work well in good times but not as 
well in bad times. In recent years, our family farms have endured droughts and floods and 
financial crises abroad. Our New Markets Initiative will help them diversify their economic 
base. But let's also do more than mend the farm safety net - let's strengthen it. 

This spring, I will lead a New Markets tour to focus on another challenge: the growing 
"digital divide" between those who have access to the new economy and those who don't. But 
the very technology that drives our expansion also creates tools to ensure that everyone, from the 
city to the farm to the reservation, can join in building our nation. My budget creates 1,000 new 
technology centers to connect poor communifies to the economic mainstream. It also helps 
mobilize the combined force of public, private, and nonprofit sectors to increase Intemet access 
in low-income areas. Because you can't get in the game until you have the tools to play. 

GLOBAL CHANGE AND AMERICAN LEADERSHIP 

As we move to master the possibilities of the new economy at home, we must also lead in 
shaping a global economy that extends our prosperity - and expresses our values. 

Our intemational trade now accounts for one-quarter of our economy. It creates good 
jobs and brings us new products and technologies. We need to keep that trade growing, and 
make sure it grows fairly. That means enforcing our own mles to protect our workers, our 
industries, and our environment. It means making intemational trade - and the WTO - more 
open and responsive to concems about dignity of work and quality of life. And it means 
remembering that a global economy based on mles is far preferable than one with no mles at all. 

That is why China should join the WTO and live under the same trade mles we do. And 
when it does, America's companies and workers should gain new opportunities in every sector or 
China's vast market. I ask Congress to lock in this opportunity by passing Permanent Normal 
Trade Relations status for China. This is a good deal for America. It will level the playing field 
in U.S.-China trade, and it is a chance to help China along the road to change. 



When we engage in the global economy, we are investing in our shared future. Growth 
from trade is not just vital for us, but for the 1.3 billion people around the world who sfill live on 
less than a dollar a day. To help pass opportunity on to them, we should do our part - our full 
part - to reduce the debts that cripple the world's poorest nations. I ask Congress to support that 
effort, and to finalize our initiatives to unlock new trade with Africa and the Caribbean Basin. If 
we stay engaged, we will be helping Americans master the new economy . . . and helping others 
around the worid become masters of their own future. 

At a moment when American power is unrivaled and the world is coming together around 
ideals we have lived by and died for, we have a responsibility to lead. Never forget the 
Americans who stmggled to give us this chance. Never forget that hundreds of millions of 
people live in peace today because of the Americans who rest in peace in graves marked and 
unmarked across the worid. We have come too far, sacrificed too much, to stop the world and 
get off now; we must continue to shape the world. So let us look beyond our borders to the big 
questions that will shape the 21*' century world, and look within for the strength to find the 
answers. 

A central question is whether our security will be threatened by regional conflicts, 
especially those rooted in ethnic and religious tensions, that pose the risk of wider war. With all 
its amazing advances, our modem world is still bedeviled by our oldest failing - fear of those 
who are different from us. In too many places, that fear is exploited by unscmpulous leaders 
trying to cling to power or make bmtal war on their neighbors. 

America cannot prevent every conflict or stop every outrage. But when our interests and 
our values are at stake and we can make a difference, we must be peacemakers. For history 
teaches that all big wars start small, and when human beings anywhere are singled out for 
destmction because of who they are, it is our common humanity that suffers. 

We should be proud that we have helped bring the Middle East closer than ever to 
comprehensive peace. [Update on Israel-Syria; essential that America does its share]. 

We should be proud of the role America played in bring peace to Northem freland... in 
helping to end the bloodletting in East Timor...in supporting efforts to end Africa's cmel wars. 

And we should be proud of the men and women of our armed forces who made it 
possible for a million innocent people to retum home to Kosovo last year. Now, instead of 
stmggling to defeat something evil, we can focus on building something good: a Europe 
undivided, democratic and at peace for the first time in history. 

With us today are two Americans who've shown how both power and persuasion can 
serve the cause of peace. When Slobodan Milosevic unleashed ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, 
Captain John Cherrey was one of the brave airmen who tumed the tide - and when an American 
plane went down, he flew into the teeth of Serbian air defenses to bring its pilot home. When the 
peace process in Northem Ireland was in trouble, the man who did so much to start it went back 
one more time to save it, and now, with George Mitchell's help, the people there have a working 



govemment with all parties represented. Captain Cherrey, Senator Mitchell, we honor you with 
our gratitude, and with our determination to finish the work you helped begin. 

A second question is whether our former adversaries, Russia and China, emerge in the 
coming century as stable, prosperous, democratic partners of the United States. 

Today, we face a Russia weakened by the legacy of communism, by economic crisis, by 
a cmel and futile war in Chechnya. But never forget how much else has changed: 5,000 former 
Soviet nuclear weapons dismantled; Russian troops serving with us in the Balkans; a 
constitutional transfer of power from one leader to another for the first time in a 1000 years of 
Russian history. Russia's long joumey to democracy is profoundly important. A generafion 
from now, let it be said we did our part to help. 

As for China, we must promote our interest with firmness, but not fear. China cannot 
buy its stability and stature at the expense of freedom. But let us not isolate China from the 
global forces empowering its people to seek a better life. We want to see China on the inside, 
playing by the mles, not on the outside denying them. 

A third question for the new century is whether tenorists and hostile nations will acquire 
the means to undermine our defenses, and make us live in fear again. 

Thanks in part to the biggest counter-terrorism operation in our history, the millennial 
celebrations passed without a violent attack. But this age-old threat, magnified by modem tools 
of destmction, remains real. 

To prevent terrorists and potential adversaries from acquiring deadly weapons, we must 
work with Russia to keep nuclear weapons secure and continue to reduce our arsenals. We must 
restrain nuclear and missile programs in North Korea and Iran's, and continuing to prevent fraq 
from threatening its neighbors. And we must strength global standards against proliferation. 
That is why I am corrunitted to working with the Senate on a bipartisan basis to rebuild a 
consensus for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

We are also developing a system to defend America against missile attack from outlaw 
nations, while working to preserve the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty with Russia. And my 
balanced budget devotes $2 billion to defend America's cyberspace against hackers, criminals 
and potential adversaries. 

A fourth question is whether the stability of the 21*' century would will be threatened by a 
growing gap between rich and poor. Wejust cannot accept a future in which part of humanity 
lives on the cutting edge of a new economy, while another lives on the edge of survival. 

A large part of the answer is freedom. With the hopeful transitions to democracy in 
Nigeria and Indonesia, more people won the right to choose their leaders in 1999 than in 1989, 
the year the Berlin Wall fell. Yet even countries making all the right choices must sometimes 
stmggle to deliver for their people. 
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We must stand by democracies like Columbia fighting for their lives - and for our lives -
against narcotics traffickers. I have proposed a two-year, $1.6 billion package to help Colombia 
and I count on your support. 

We must stand by impoverished nations held back by debt and disease. My budget calls 
for a new $150 million investment in the global fight against AIDS and other infectious killers. 
And I will call on our partners in the G-7 and around the worid tojoin us in a Millennium 
initiative to speed the delivery and development of vaccines to countries that might otherwise 
never be able to afford them. Today, I am proposing a tax credit that will say to private industry 
- if you develop vaccines for diseases like malaria, AIDS and TB, we will help pay for them, and 
we will lift millions of lives together. 

The final quesfions are the most important of all: Will America confinue to lead? How 
do we see ourselves and our role for the next century? 

In the 20"̂  century, America was thmst into global leadership by circumstance. Now we 
have to choose whether to shape the world. But it's really no choice at all, not if we want our 
children to know peace and prosperity and the promise of a better day. We could choose to see 
our role as a burden. I choose to see it as a blessing, a privilege, a responsibility. 

That's why we have reversed the decline in defense spending that began in 1985. We 
must continue to work together to keep our military the best trained, best equipped in the world. 
My budget invests in readiness and in 21*' century weapons. And it raises salaries for our men 
and women in uniform. 

We must also continue to fund the 1 percent of our budget that supports our intemational 
engagement and keeps our soldiers out of war. Last year, you worked with me to do that and to 
resume paying our UN dues and arrears. Let's do it again this year. And let's remember that 
building the right kind of global community is vital for a strong, secure American community . . . 

RESPONSIBILITY AND CRIME 

Here is another heartening statistic. The overall crime rate in America has dropped every 
year for the past seven years — the longest continuous decline in crime ever recorded. It 
happened because we took more responsibility for helping America fight crime, from passing the 
Brady bill to funding 100,000 new community police officers. Last fall. Congress agreed to 
support my plan to hire up to 50,000 more police officers, with special help for high-crime 
neighborhoods. Congress must continue that support this year. 

But while we are grateful that America is much safer, no one believes America is safe 
enough. We have the opportunity and responsibility to make America the safest big country in 
the world. 

We must begin by doing more to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and juveniles. 
Last year, Congress listened to the gun lobby, rather than the American people, and gave up a 
chance to require Brady background checks at gun shows and child safety locks for all new 
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handguns. Passing this common-sense gun safety legislation should be the very next action of 
this Congress. 

But we can and must do more. States require hunters and automobile drivers to have 
licenses. To reduce firearms accidents and keep guns out of the wrong hands, tonight I propose 
that states have licenses for gun purchasers as well. 

To those who say that instead of strengthening gun laws, we should better enforce gun 
laws now on the books. I say, we already are. Federal gun crime prosecutions are higher today 
than in 1992, and are up 25 percent since 1998. But again, we should do more. We must hire 
more federal and local gun prosecutors, and more ATF agents to crack down on illegal gun 
traffickers and bad-apple dealers who supply guns to criminals and juveniles. We must supply 
law enforcement with the tools to trace the origin of every gun used in a crime in America. And 
we must create a national ballistics network capable of tracing almost any bullet left at a crime 
scene anywhere in America to the gun of the criminal who fired it. 

Listen to this: the accidental gun death rate of children under 15 is nine times higher in 
the U.S. than in 25 other industrialized nations combined. Technologies now exist that could 
lead to guns that can only be fired by the adults who own them. It's time to help the gun industry 
accelerate development of these smart guns. It's time for the gun industry to take responsibility 
too, and reform the way it does business - and help bring down gun violence in America. 

Another vital measure we can take to reduce the crime rate is to provide more 
supervision, and demand more responsibility, from the hundreds of thousands of offenders who 
leave our prisons every year. We know that those on parole or probation who use dmgs are [tk]-
times more likely than others to commit another crime, but half as likely to do so if they get dmg 
treatment. We must provide them that dmg treatment, along with dmg testing and a simple 
bargain: stay clean and you stay free; do dmgs and you do more time. 

The tragic school shootings in Littleton and elsewhere have been a terrible reminder of 
how vulnerable our children are to violence—and how much more we must do, at all levels of 
society, to protect them. Last year, 1 launched a national grassroots campaign to bring experts 
and local communities together to identify the most effective responses to youth violence. We 
also began funding efforts by local communities to develop comprehensive solutions to school 
violence, and this year we must increase our support of this vital endeavor. 

Every parent I know worries about the amount of violence in the media. I believe the 
entertainment industry should respond to parents concems. I give the industry credit for 
accepfing my challenge to put voluntary ratings not just on movies but on TV programming and 
video and Intemet games. This year, we must go farther. Let's give parents what they most 
need: one rating system for all their children's entertainment—a system that is easy to 
understand and enforce. Tonight, I want to honor the person who has championed this idea, and 
been a champion of children and families as long as I have known her, your First Lady and my 
wife: Hillary Rodham Clinton. 
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At its best, popular culture can uplift and educate us even as it entertains us. Joining us 
tonight is someone whose half-century of work has appealed to the very best in our children -
indeed, in all of us. We already miss reading "Peanuts" each day, but Chariie Brown, Lucy, and 
Snoopy will never be far from our hearts. We thank you, Charies Schulz, for your creafions, and 
for being here with us. 

RESPONSIBILITY, OPPORTUNITY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

We have an abiding responsibility to be wise stewards of our air, water, and land. And 
because of new technologies, we also have the opportunity to do so in ways that enhance 
economic growth. 

I am grateful for the many opportunities Vice President Gore and I have had to honor this 
commitment to future generations - and to finally put to rest the long-outdated notion that a 
strong economy and a healthy environment are incompatible goals. For as our economy has 
grown ever stronger, our environment has grown ever healthier. We have rid countless 
neighborhoods of toxic waste; ensured cleaner drinking water for millions of families; taken 
unprecedented action to improve the air we breathe. 

Two weeks ago, I visited the north rim of the Grand Canyon and created three new 
National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres of forests and deserts and 
wildemess we are preserving for all Americans, for all time. In the past three months alone, we 
have acted to preserve pristine backcountry lands in our National Forests and created three new 
National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres we have protected for all 
Americans, for all time. Not since the days of Theodore Roosevelt has the nation come together 
to save so much precious land in the continental United States. 

But our population and our cities are growing, and our commitment to conservation must 
keep growing as well. So tonight, as part of my Lands Legacy Inifiative, I propose creafing, for 
the first time, a permanent conservation endowment to save wildlands, protect coastlines, restore 
wildlife, and preserve small but sacred green spaces. This endowment would provide neariy 
$1.5 billion each year - by far the largest, most enduring investment in land preservation ever 
proposed. 

As we rise to protect our land, we must also help other nations that are stmggling to 
protect theirs. The rainforests are the lungs of our planet - and yet they are disappearing at the 
rate of more than 50 acres a minute. Tonight, I propose a new plan to help developing countries 
from the Amazon to the Congo Basin strengthen their economies by preserving, rather than 
destroying, their irreplaceable forests. 

The greatest environmental challenge of the new century is global warming. Scienfists 
tell us that the 1990s were the hottest decade of the entire millennium - and that if we fail to 
heed the writing on the wall, our seas will rise and natural disasters will become more frequent 
with each passing year. America must act. America must lead. 
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Tonight, I announce three new efforts to do just that. First, I propose a [$100 million] 
initiative to help developing countries adopt clean-energy technologies and avoid the costly 
trade-offs that we made in the past. With these new technologies, they can expand their 
economies, improve the lives of their people, and protect the environment at the same time. 
Second, to strengthen efforts at home, I propose closing the loophole that allows old power 
plants to foul the air our children breathe and to continue spewing more greenhouse gases than 
any other source. Third, I call on the auto industry to help move the next generation of vehicles 
- cars that get 70 or more miles to the gallon - from the laboratory to the showroom floor. 

We must put 21st century technology to work in building a 21st century economy in 
harmony with the environment. We must make sure this country of ours lasts through the ages. 

THE OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

As we enter this new era, it is already clear: technology is making it a millennium of 
miracles. They promise dramatic improvements in health, in our economy and in our quality of 
hfe. 

Biotechnology — and our growing understanding of human genetics and physiology — 
promises new treatments for disabilities and real cures for dread diseases. We are now on the 
brink of sequencing the human genome — the very code of life — which could bring cures for 
cancer, Alzheimer's, and AIDS. The new science of nanotechnology that allows us to manipulate 
molecules — even atoms — could help us detect tumors as small as a single cell, or develop 
molecular computers that can store on a cube of sugar the entire contents of the Library of 
Congress. 

With longer, healthier, better lives, we are redefining what it means to be old. Consider 
this: i f we delay the onset of Alzheimer's by just five years, right now we could empty half the 
nursing home beds in America. If we could delay the onset of adult diabetes, we could save $30 
billion in health care costs. 

In the future we will have new materials as strong as steel but ten times lighter. Ultra-
clean fuel cells for cars whose only byproduct is water clean enough to drink. And computers 
that can translate spoken English into foreign languages and vice versa as fast as you can speak. 

These and other technologies could change the way we work and live as surely as the 
Intemet does today. Fully one-third of our recent growth is due to informafion technology. And 
the high-tech jobs it is creating are high-wage jobs — paying nearly 80 percent more than the 
typical private-sector job. 

For all these reasons, my budget will include a $3 billion increase in the Twenty-First 
Century Research Fund. These investments will increase support for biomedical research, 
nanotechnology, information technology, clean energy and university-based research. This is 
more than an investment in research and development — it is an investment in America's future. 
And we cannot move forward without it. 
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But it is up to all of us to ensure that this new age of science and technology is also a new 
age of enlightenment. The advances we seek must be guided by the values we hold dear. 

First and foremost, we must ensure that our privacy - financial and medical - is 
protected. Last year, our administration proposed mles to protect every citizen's most sensitive 
information, his or her medical records. This year, we will finalize those mles. We have also 
taken steps to protect our people's financial records. But these are only the first steps, as I said 
when I signed the financial modemization bill into law. I will soon send legislation to the 
Congress to complete this important unfinished business. 

We will also take acfion to prevent genetic discrimination - so no employer ever reviews 
your genetic records along with your resume. We will make sure that the actions of the 
govemment itself contain strong privacy protections. And tonight, I want to issue a strong 
challenge to on-line companies - to do more to protect their customers' privacy. 

Second, we know that our medical professionals work wonders every day; but we also 
know that their first obligation is to do no harm. My budget makes the largest investment in 
history to eliminate medical errors and enhance patient safety. Because no American should 
ever fear that their health care will jeopardize their health. 

Nearly forty years ago, as America began its exploration of space. President Kennedy 
said, "We set sail on this new sea because there is knowledge to be gained ... for the progress of 
all people. Whether it will become a force for good or ill depends on man." If we take the right 
steps together, we can be confident that our progress will be a force for good. 

COMMUNITY 

In 18TK, the great foreign chronicler of America Alexis de Toqueville observed that in 
America, helping others is not just charity or compassion, it is a sign of good citizenship. De 
Toqueville was among the first to notice something that is still tme of America today: much of 
what is noblest in our public life occurs outside of govemment-in the churches, charities, and 
volunteer groups, to which average citizens contribute money, and their time. We have long 
relied on this community of active citizenship to meet some of our toughest social challenges. In 
the 21*' Century, we must strengthen and expand this community as never before. 

To tap the full potential of philanthropic institutions, we must broaden the base of those 
who give. Tonight, I propose new tax incentives to do just that. Lower and middle income 
Americans who give deserve what wealthier Americans can get: a tax deducfion for 
contribufions to charity. 

We can also do more to bring communities of faith into the circle of service. Faith-based 
organizations work tirelessly everyday to help Americans fight dmg and alcohol abuse and to 
provide opportunities for young people to get back on the right track or to stay out of trouble in 
the first place. We can respect the line between church and state and still do more to support the 
good works of these groups. 
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We can do even more to elevate the cause of citizen service. When I first ran for this 
office, I had faith that if we gave our young people the opportunity to serve their communifies, 
they would answer the call. Together, we created AmeriCorps in 1994, and today, over 150,000 
AmeriCorps members have served in countless ways, from teaching children to helping the 
homeless—often working with non-profit organizafions. 

Today, AmeriCorps graduates, like veterans of our military and the Peace Corps, are an 
enormous pool of know-how and can-do. We need to tap that resource. Tonight, I propose the 
creation of the Americorps Reserves to activate former AmeriCorps members in times of crisis 
including natural disasters. 

The AmeriCorps oath concludes with the words: 1 will get things done. Let us do the 
same. Let us build on the success of AmeriCorps, fund it fully, and keep it strong for all time. 

Of course, the most fundamental responsibility of citizenship begins in the voting booth. 
More than half of our children live in households where neither parent votes. Too many simply 
think politics doesn't matter. But it does. So I say to all Americans: whatever your party, 
whatever your ideology, whatever you do, make your voice heard. Vote. 

And this is the year of the census, so you have a unique opportunity to not only stand up 
and be counted, but to make your voice count. 

One of the wonders of our fime is the way technology is expanding the community of 
citizenship, creating new ways for individuals to get involved in the democratic process. A few 
months ago, I held the first Presidential on-line town meeting. Starting next month, I will launch 
a series of what I call "Webside Chats"—on-line discussions focused on issues and ideas. We 
can give more Americans the opportunity to share their views and be a part of our national 
community. 

From the beginning, that community has been enriched by new immigrants. Like those 
before them, today's new immigrants are renewing the spirit of America. And like those before 
them, they know they must leam English to reach their full potential. 

Demand for English language classes is so high that some states have even resorted to a 
lottery system to pick students. We must be clear: leaming English should be an opportunity 
available to all — not a raffle. My budget boosts support for English as a second language and 
links classes with civics education. So as new immigrants leam English, they can also become 
fluent in the rights and responsibilities of American life. 

We are more diverse than ever before. The face of America is changing. We all know 
that. The quesfion ahead is not: how will we look? But, what will we be? What will we choose 
as a community to do with our diversity? 

This fall, as a part of our ongoing millennium celebrations, the First Lady and I hosted a 
discussion with Eric Lander, one of America's leading geneticists, who is with us here tonight. 
Dr. Lander explained that all human beings genefically are 99.9 percent the same. Science seems 
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to affirm what faith has always taught us: that the differences between us are nothing compared 
to the common humanity that unites us all. 

We are more united than ever, but we have work to do. We cannot ignore the hatred that 
spawned such recent incidents as the murder of young Matthew Shepard or the dragging death of 
James Byrd in Texas. Rather than give into hate, the Byrd family transformed their hate to a new 
foundation for racial reconciliation. We're honored to have [TK Byrd] with us tonight. 

Let me say again, discrimination and violence against anyone because of race, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, ancestry or disability is wrong. We must also make it illegal. I ask 
the Congress once more to pass, without further delay, the Hate Crimes Prevenfion Act and the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act. 

And finally, to make the most of our economic and social progress we have made 
together, we must continue our joumey to building One America in the 21*' century. That means 
rededicating ourselves to the ideals of justice and opportunity for all that are at the heart of our 
democracy. No American should be subjected to discrimination in housing, education, federal 
contracting or any other aspect of American life. My budget increases funding substanfially for 
civil rights enforcement at the EEOC and the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division—to 
make sure that protections in law are protections in fact. 

Last February, I created the White House Office on One America to coordinate our 
efforts and help build community partnerships for racial reconciliation. We are reaching out 
across our nation - from lawyers to religious leaders to corporate leaders to make sure every 
American can help build the One America of our dreams. 

We know there is only one way to achieve that kind of nation—not through machines or 
money or might. Above all, it must flow from the human spirit. Let us take on the unfinished 
work of our time. Let us do our part to lift the burden of race and make the promise of America 
the practice of America. 

My fellow Americans, this is the seventh time I have had the privilege of this high 
moment. Each time I have approached it with great hope and great expectations for our nation. 
But there is no escaping the fact that tonight is different. For tonight, we stand on the 
mountaintop of a new millennium. Behind us we see the great expanse of American 
achievement, and before us, vast frontiers of possibility yet to be explored. 

The children of the future will see: generations of Americans eamed this moment -
eamed this opportunity - and we have an obligafion to make the most of it. Not even the most 
far-sighted of our forebears could have predicted that American ingenuity and spirit would lead 
the worid to these unprecedented heights of prosperity and peace. And we can only imagine the 
heights to which we will climb in this new century. 

And so, tonight, whether you are settling in the comfort of today's growing affluence or 
climbing out of the shadows of yesterday's despair, look up and see that the sun is rising on a 
new century of hope and possibility in America. Look up and take your place in the procession 
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of Americans, great and small, whose gifts to the past have brought us to this moment of great 
promise. Now it is your time. You are our gifts to the future. Together, we can make the next 
100 years, America's greatest century. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America. 



dignity of a paycheck. Demanding and promoting responsible fatherhood is the crifical next 
stage of welfare reform. 

We have already begun, over the last seven years, to crack down on fathers who fail to 
pay child support by denying them drivers' licenses and creating a national database to track 
them across state lines. As a result, child support payments have doubled since 1993. The 
number of unwed fathers who legally acknowledge their patemity has tripled. And the 
percentage of children bora into unwed homes, after skyrocketing for decades, has begun to level 
off, and the teenage birth rate is falling. 

This is progress. But we must accelerate that progress, step by step, until the day that 
every father in America takes responsibility for his children. We can begin by toughening 
measures against fathers who owe child support, such as booting their cars. We can give fathers 
even more incentive to contribute by allowing more of their child support payments to go 
directly to their families. 

And to absent parents who owe child support, we should say: we'll help you do right by 
your children, but you have to go to work, and pay them what you owe. 

Helping absent parents and others join the culture of work is good not just for them and 
their families. At a time when businesses across America have labor shortages, it is also good 
for our economy. Four years ago, 1 asked corporate leaders to join with us in a partnership to 
provide jobs to those leaving the welfare rolls. Today, 12,000 companies have hired nearly 
650,000 former welfare recipients. Yet these companies need still more new workers. And they 
say they are increasingly willing to hire from a growing pool of potential labor: the half-million 
ex-offenders who leave our prisons every year. Tonight, I propose a new initiative to train, 
counsel, and more carefully monitor ex-offenders so they can become responsible employees, 
family members, and citizens. 

For our economy to continue to enjoy rapid growth without inflation, it is vital that our 
corporations find not just new workers to hire, but new opportunities to invest, and new markets 
in which to sell. I believe these new markets exist right here in America—in the inner cities, 
poor mral areas, and Indian reservations — places that have not yet been blessed by our nation's 
prosperity. Over the last six months, I have traveled to many of these places - joined by many 
of you - to shine a spotlight on the enormous opportunities in America's new markets. 

Now, more than ever, we have the means to expand the circle of opportunity wide 
enough to include the men and women at its margins, so that no one who's willing to work is left 
behind as our nation moves ahead. For business, it's the smart thing to do. And for America, 
it's the right thing to do. If we don't do it now, when will we ever get around to it? 

I believe businesses should have the same incentives to invest in America's new markets 
as they have to invest in new markets abroad. In this year's budget, I call on Congress to double 
our New Markets Tax Credit, to spur $12 billion in new equity capital for our untapped markets. 
We should also greatly increase funding to help large-scale businesses expand or relocate to our 



Insert 

Some in Congress are now saying that because this is an election year, we should not try 
to get things done for the American people. We are here today to reject that view. Nothing, be it 
a national election or a Washington snow storm, should get in the way of making a college 
education more affordable for more Americans. Families can't put off their work for a year -
and neither should we. 



NOTES FROM EDMONDS MEETING WITH AF-1 JANUARY 19, 2000 

Al from talks about oppt, resp, comm - we should steal some of his language to set up our 
discussion of abandoning false choices of Washington. What was our strategy. Al From's 
third way sentence. [Josh] 

Man on moon; curing cancer. - see millennium, little rock. 

Aging guy (diabetes) in contributors. 

Oppt. Resp. community. Pair oppt and resp. so new oppt and resp agenda. What's the 
responsibility of the american people to achieve it. 

We should use phrase " we have build our bridges to 21*' century 0-0 now on other side, what 
will we do w/ it. 

Gee whiz secfion — aging paper, living in outer space. Secfion we know we can't 
accomplish. 

Telling the story: he wants to talk explicitly that we may have taken incremental steps. 
Longest joumey begins w/ one step. Shown that little steps do matter. We must dream big 
but back it up w/ concrete steps. 

10 big challenges: liked some, not others. Making America big goal, but making our 
progress guided by . maximizing potential of scienfific progress, while protecfing our values. 
Long term goals for 21*' century. Children, families, aging of America, science and tech, 

science and tech: cure diseases, human genome to prevent disease, make the most of the 
potenfial of the intemet for info technology. 

Long term goal economy: eradicating poverty. He wants these framed as vision we need to 
get to. Bigger than securing retirement they deserve. 

Grand goal. 

• Unfinished business last congress, new inifiafives, and goals that may not be achieved. 

• He wants to put in fact that good times may distract us. It would be a terrible mistake; this is 
moment of the lifefime. 

• He spoke to eli segal, re: new approach to gov't, he should list all partnerships that he 
started. New approach to goveming. This is a way of giving american people credit for our 
success. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

January 19, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: J. TERRY EDMONDS 

SUBJECT: REVISED SOTU DRAFT 

Attached please find a revised draft of your 2000 State of the Union Address. This 
reflects your edits as well as substanfial changes recommended by the working group we 
convened today: Mark Penn, Bob Shrum, Sid Blumenthal, Maria Echaveste, Bruce Reed and 
others. 

We have also restructured the speech, giving it a framework that pairs opportunity with 
responsibility. 

We look forward to working with you to further refine this draft. 

Thank you. 



Paul D. Glastris 
01/19/2000 03:58:52 

Record Type: Record 

To: 

CC: 

Terry Edmonds/WHO/EOP(3)EOP, Joshua S. Gottheimer/WHO/EOP@EOP 

Subject: gee wiz science lines 

Today, scientists and engineers all over the country have ideas for new technologies 
that they need federal help to explore—technologies that could transform our economy and our 
lives in the ftiture as dramatically as the Internet is doing today. New materials as strong as 
steel but ten times lighter. New drugs that might cure spinal cord injuries. Ultra-clean fuel 
cells for cars whose only byproduct is water clean enough to drink. Computers that can 
translate spoken English into foreign languages and vice versa as fast as you can speak.... 

No one today can say for sure what our economy will look like in 25 or 50 years, or what 
as-yet-unimagined technologies will transform our lives. But we do know from history that 
our nation has prospered most when government invested in new opportunities—from making 
the Louisiana Purchase to building the Interstate highway system? The American people have 
always been bold and innovative enough to seize thT>«haIlenge/'We-ace-th&-fe4nd_of-pe©pk,who 
are drawn totheunchartgi^ to 
tĥ 4aTESLgoTd rushToTtinker in our basements for/years to invelifiproduct no one else has 
eveTTln̂ gin&th*'Today, thanks to wise research investments made by government years ago, ^ 
the American people have before them the unexplored contment of cyberspace. By continuing 
to make wise investments in technology, we câ  open new/frontiers for the American people to 
explore well into the 21st Century. 



fHt somCĵ re now saying this is an election yeaui DO there won't be enough 
time to get new initiafives passed this year. We're here today to say that we don't think A ^ + T ^ 
myth ing—(but it elections, campaigns or even snow storms^-ought to get in the way of getting 
things done for the American peopld'Families across our nation can't put off their wo/k for a 
year—and neither should we. , ^ 



...--application of new technologies. That is why my budget will include a $3 billion increase in 
the Twenty-First Century Research Fund. These investments will increase support for 
biomedical research, nanotechnology, information technology, clean energy and 
university-based research. This is more than an investment in research and development — it 
is an investment in America's future. And we cannot move forward without it. 

In laboratories and universities across our land, our greatest scientific minds are 
engineering this new era of advancement. But it is up to all of us to ensure that it is also a 
new era of enlightenment. The advances we seek must be guided by the values we hold dear. 

Most of all, we must ensure that our privacy — financial and medical - is protected. 
Last year, our administration proposed mles to protect every citizen's most sensitive 
information, his or her medical records. This year, we will finalize those mles. We have also 
taken steps to protect our people's financial records. But these are only the first steps, as I 
said when I signed the financial modernization bill into law. I will soon send legislafion to 
the Congress to complete this important unfinished business. 

We will also take action to prevent genetic discrimination — so no employer ever 
reviews your genetic records along with your resume. We will make sure that the actions of 
the government itself contain strong privacy protections. And tonight, I want to issue a strong 
challenge to on-line companies — to do more to protect their customers' privacy. 

early forty years ago, as America begaA itrfexpl^ration of sp̂ cen̂ resldent̂ Kenned} 
said, "We set sail on this new seaBScausc there is knowledge~to be gained ... for the progress 

f all people. Whetheiŝ tJsdlLbeeome a force for good or ill depends on man." If we take the 
ight steps together, we can be conf ident t h f t n^^r prnpirp*?*? wiW hp.^* f » r r r - f n i ; - p n n d Qm^ ^ 

'"VCStTnffffl̂ 'V l̂|nce~aitIfl leclmology will result not just in a stronger economy, buTalso in 
er people andVl̂ ealthier, more unified planet. 

what this can inean to our fiiturp. With longer, healthier, better lives, we are 
ifedefining what itmeaiR lu be Ul31n the 21st century. We have an opportunity and a 
responsibility, not only to strengthen and secure Social Security and Medicare, but to create 
new avenues of energy, service and productivity for the growing numbers of seniors who will 
enrich America in the coming years 

4tb-new-biCakthroughs in science and technorogy, we ai«e>have an opportunity and a 
responsibility to take quantum leaps forward.in the areaŝ of health care costs and quality. 
Consider this: if we delay the onset of Alzehuner's by just five years, right now we could 
empty half the nursing home beds in America. If we could delay the onset of adult diabetes, 
we could save $30 billion in health care costs.[the last 2 sentences need to be checked] 

In the future we will have new materials as strong as steel but ten times lighter. 
Ultra-clean fuel cells for cars whose only byproduct is water clean enough to drink. And 
computers that can translate spoken English into foreign languages jnd_vice versa as-fast-as 
you can speak. Btrt-^tdy-if WL take the right steps~n5̂  



Terry Edmonds 
01/19/2000 05:23:55 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Joshua S. Gottheimer/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: 

Subject: science & tech to the end 

Do you think this works? 

Last Febmary, I created the White House Office on One America to coordinate our 
efforts and help build community partnerships for racial reconciliation. We are reaching out 
across our nation - from lawyers to religious leaders to corporate leaders to make sure every 
American can help build the One America of our dreams. 

We know there is only one way to achieve that kind of nafion—not through machines 
or money or might. Above all, it must flow from the human spirit. Let us take on the 
unfinished work of our tune. Let us do our part to lift the burden of race and make the ^ 
promise of America the practice of America. 

As we enter this new era, it is already clear: technology is making it a 
lleiiniiim of miracles. 

Biotechnology - and our growing understanding of human genetics and physiology 
promises new treatments for disabilities and real cures for dread diseases. We are now on 
brink of sequencing the human genome -^^the very code of life - which could bring cures 
cancer, Alzheimer's, and AIDS. /TWnew^xn&nce of nanotechnology that allows us to 

I manipulate molecules - even atoms - could help us detect tumors as small as a single cell, 
I develop molecular computers that can store on a cube of sugar the entire contents of the 

Library of Congress. - — --^ —— \—"ffy^ 

As the Internet expands, a greater and greater fraction of human knowledge will be 
literally at our fingertips. Our ability to share ideas, experiences and dreams across the 
boundaries of space and time, can bind all the world's people in a powerful web of wijdom 

^ and wealth 

I Here in Arieijica, science and technology have energized our economy, raising 
productivity without raising inflation.~Fully one-third of our recent growth is due to 

\/information technplogy. The high-tech jobs it spawns are also high-wage jobs, paying nearlŷ  
P 80 percent better thab the typical private-sector job. , 

V If we wanf/to advance our prosperity, waKave to accelerate the creation and 

\ / ^ ' 



Crime - America Safest Big Country in the World 

Education - Every child begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed 

Work/Family - To make sure people have the tools to succeed at work and at the most important 
work of all - raising their children 

Environment - continue to demonstrate that we can improve the environment and grow the 
economy both at home and around the world 

Aging of America - Do our part to ensure that every older American has the secure retirement 
that they have earned and deserve. 

New Markets — Bring real prosperity to places that have not seen it. Give business the same 
incentives to invest in new markets at home they have to invest in new markets abroad 

Cifizenship/Service - To ensure that the growing spirit of citizenship fills the heart of every 
American. 

Globalization - To seize the opportunities of a more interconnected world to create more 
freedom, prosperity and peace for ourselves and the world. 

One America - Not just tolerate but celebrate our diversity; Our diversity is our greatest strength. 



Heather F. Hurlburt 01/17/2000 02:59:56 

Record Type: Record 

To: Terry Edmonds/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Subject: a foreign policy graph for introduction 

This is my fiddling with what he did at the DNC last week ~ probably still too long, but trying to add some 
loft to a list. 

We have understood that our country can only be strong and at peace if others around the 
world are also becoming more secure, more prosperous, and more free. The past decade has 
been a time of tearing down walls around the world - walls that kept freedom and prosperity 
out, and walls that kept human beings locked inside. We have done our part to replace the 
hate and fear that build walls with the understanding and tolerance that sustain peace. We have 
stood for peace and against hatred in Northern Ireland, Bosnia, Kosovo and the Middle East. 
We stood for democracy and against tyranny in Nigeria and Indonesia. We stood for economic 
opportunity and against needless human suffering by forging new trade ties with Asia, Africa 
and Latin America, and increasing our assistance to the world's poorest countries. We stood 
for global security and against terror by cutting thousands of nuclear warheads from American 
and Russian arsenals, and by standing firm against the spread of any weapon of mass 
destmction. And as we look ahead to the challenges of this new cenmry, we stand with a 
community of nations united by ideals Americans hold dear - democracy. Market economy. 
And the rule of law. 



NOTES FROM EDMONDS MEETING WITH AF-1 JANUARY 19, 2000 

• Al from talks about oppt, resp, comm - we should steal some of his language to set up our 
discussion of abandoning false choices of Washington. What was our strategy. Al From's 
third way sentence. [Josh] 

• Man on moon; curing cancer. - see millennium, little rock. 

• Aging guy (diabetes) in contributors. 

• Oppt. Resp. community. Pair oppt and resp. so new oppt and resp agenda. What's the 
responsibility of the american people to achieve it. 

• We should use phrase " we have build our bridges to 21*' century 0-0 now on other side, what 
will we do w/ it. 

• Gee whiz secfion - aging paper, living in outer space. Secfion we know we can't 
accomplish. 

• Telling the story: he wants to talk explicitly that we may have taken incremental steps. 
Longest joumey begins w/ one step. Shown that little steps do matter. We must dream big 
but back it up w/ concrete steps. 

• 10 big challenges: liked some, not others. Making America big goal, but making our 
progress guided by . maximizing potential of scientific progress, while protecfing our values. 
Long term goals for 21*' century. Children, families, aging of America, science and tech, 

• science and tech: cure diseases, human genome to prevent disease, make the most of the 
potenfial of the intemet for info technology. 

• Long term goal economy: eradicating poverty. He wants these framed as vision we need to 
get to. Bigger than securing retirement they deserve. 

• Grand goal. 

• Unfinished business last congress, new inifiafives, and goals that may not be achieved. 

• He wants to put in fact that good times may distract us. ft would be a terrible mistake; this is 
moment of the lifefime. 

• He spoke to eli segal, re: new approach to gov't, he should list all partnerships that he 
started. New approach to goveming. This is a way of giving american people credit for our 
success. 



Jeffrey A. Shesol 
01/19/2000 05:21:47 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Terry Edmonds/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: 

Subject: working draft 

Drafts 01/19/00 3:00pm 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 27, 2000 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my fellow 
Americans: Tonight I have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union Address of a 
new century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our nation 
enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so litfie 
internal crisis or so few external threats. Never have our values - of freedom and democracy 
- been more ascendant around the world. Never have we had such a blessed opportunity -
and, therefore, such a profound obligation - to build the more perfect union of our founders' 

'fTujUi / " ^ ^ 
We have ended the 20th Century, and begun the 21st, at a high point. 

From this vista we see a rebirth of the American spirit: a revival of responsibility and a 
renewal of the bonds of community. Welfare rolls are the smallest in 30 years, and TK million 
Americans have moved from welfare to work. Crime is at its lowest level in more than 30 
years. Teen pregnancy is down; adoptions are up. Our social fabric, once frayed, is on the 
mend. 

We see a reassertion of American leadership: advancing our interests from Kosovo to 
Northern Ireland to the Middle East; standing strong for democracy, freedom, and peace. 

We see a renaissance of the American economy: 20 million new jobs. The fastest 
economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years; the lowest 
poverty rate in 20 years; the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years; the lowest 
African-Amer ican and Hispanic unemployment rate ever; the highest home ownership ever. 
And next month, America will achieve the longest economic expansion in our nation's history. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 27, 2000 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my 
fellow Americans: Tonight I have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union 
Address of a new century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our 
nation enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so 
little intemal crisis or so few extemal threats. Never have our values - of freedom and 
democracy - been more ascendant around the world. Never have we had such a blessed 
opportunity - and, therefore, such a profound obligation - to build the more perfect union 
of our founders' dreams. 

We end the 20"' Century, and begin the 2V\ at a high point in our history. There 
is no better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams for our children and plans. There 
is no better moment to make big plans for our nation. There is no better moment than 
today. 

Today we see a rebirth of the American spirit: a revival of responsibility and a 
renewal of the bonds of community. Welfare rolls are the smallest in 30 years, and TK 
million Americans have moved from welfare to work. Crime is at its lowest level in 
more than 30 years. Teen pregnancy is down; adoptions are up. Our social fabric, once 
frayed, is on the mend. 

We see a reassertion of American leadership: advancing our interests from 
Kosovo to Northem Ireland to the Middle East; standing strong for democracy, freedom, 
and peace. 

We see a renaissance of the American economy: 20 million new jobs. The fastest 
economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years; the 
lowest poverty rate in 20 years; the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years; the 
lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rate ever; the highest home 
ownership ever. And next month, America will achieve the longest economic expansion 
in our nafion's history. 

My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our 
union is strong - the strongest it has ever been. 



Tonight it is more clear than ever: our nation is prepared for the new century. It 
is also clear that the American people - and the hard work they do every day - deserve 
the credit, and our thanks. 

My gratitude also goes to the many of you, here in this chamber, who have 
worked with us to make the tough decisions, to put progress above partisanship for the 
sake of our people. I thank you. 

Eight years ago, it was not clear to most /miericans that there would be much to 
celebrate in the year 2000. Our nation was gripped by economic distress, social decline, 
political stalemate, and discredited govemment. It was a time of rising crime, mounting 
deficits, and high unemployment. In 1992, a best-selling book asked: "What went 
wrong? 

But in the best traditions of our nation, of the time of Lincoln and the two 
Roosevelts, America determined to set things right. We freed ourselves of the old false 
choices. We replaced outdated ideologies with bold, new ideas anchored in basic, 
enduring values: opportunity for all; but also responsibility from all. That's how you 
build a community of all. 

And that's how we ended welfare as we knew it - not by bashing recipients but by 
empowering millions to go to work. That's how we tumed decades of record deficits into 
back-to-back record surpluses - not by denigrating govemment but by reinventing it, and 
acting with fiscal discipline. That's how we have cut crime - not by debating between 
prevention and punishment but by doing both, and doing them better - passing the Brady 
Law that has kept guns out of the hands of half a million criminals, and funding 100,000 
community police to make our neighborhoods safer. That's how we have protected our 
environment - not with old-style regulations but with new approaches and technologies. 

That's how we have helped parents to succeed at work and at home - by offering 
new approaches, like Family and Medical Leave, which 20 million working Americans 
have used to care for sick loved ones. That's how we have opened the doors of college to 
all - with HOPE scholarship tax cuts, more Pell Grants, and more affordable college 
loans. That's how we have engaged 150,000 more young Americans in citizen service -
building One America, one community at a time, through AmeriCorps. And that's how 
we have seized the opportunities of a global era - by expanding trade with more than 270 
new agreements and extending our values around the world. 

In 1992, we had a roadmap. In the year 2000, we have results. The conditions we 
have created - and the virtuous cycle we have set in motion - put us in position to realize 
our founders' deepest dreams. 

We have built our bridge to the 21" Century. So let us lift our sights and take 
what Theodore Roosevelt called "the long look ahead." 



Let us look beyond this year, even beyond this decade, and ask ourselves: How 
will we make the most of this moment ofpromise? What are our biggest challenges, and 
what must we do to meet them? One thing we must not do is to grow too comfortable or 
complacent. That would be a big mistake. Because we have some big goals to reach. 

At a time of unprecedented economic growth, let's bring prosperity into every 
community in America. 

At a time when our people are living longer than ever, let's ensure that they are 
also living better - and healthier. 

At a time when technology is transforming the ways we work and leam and live, 
let's ensure that this age of advancement is also a new era of enlightenment. And let's 
making certain our values guide our progress. 

At a time of steadily falling crime, let's make America the safest big nation on 
Earth. 

At a time when more families are working families, let's ensure that parents have 
the tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all - raising children. 

At a time when knowledge is the key to the new economy, let's make sure every 
child begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed. 

At a time when America is growing more diverse than ever, let's finally become 
what we've always known we can be: one nation, under God, indivisible. 

These are America's greatest goals. I believe we will reach them. And I believe 
we will get there the way we got here: not in one single leap, but step by step - always 
building on our progress, moving forward, gaining ground. 

Of course, you can't gain ground if you're standing still. And for too long, this 
Congress has been standing still on some of our most pressing national priorities - from 
strengthening Social Security to modemizing Medicare with a voluntaiy prescription-
dmg benefit; from a real patients' bill of rights to a real raise in the minimum wage; from 
common-sense gun-safety legislation to meaningful hate-crimes legislation. Last year, 
we made bipartisan progress toward many of these goals. This year, I urge you to work 
with me and finish the job. Let's not start the new century without finishing the business 
of the last one. 

But that will only be the beginning of our joumey. 

Tonight, I will propose the first steps into the bold new frontier of the 21st 
century. I will begin with a New Opportunity Agenda for this new era—an agenda rooted 



in responsibility. 1 will also propose new ways to create a stronger and more inclusive 
community... 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 27, 2000 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my 
fellow Americans: Tonight I have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union 
Address of a new century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our 
nation enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so 
little intemal crisis or so few extemal threats. Never have our values - of freedom and 
democracy - been more ascendant around the world. Never have we had such a blessed 
opportunity - and, therefore, such a profound obligation - to build the more perfect union 
of our founders' dreams. 

We end the 20"" Century, and begin the 21", at a high point in our history. There 
is no better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams for our children and plans. There 
is no better moment to make big plans for our nation. There is no better moment than 
today. 

Today we see a rebirth of the American spirit: a revival of responsibility and a 
renewal of the bonds of community. Welfare rolls are the smallest in 30 years, and TK 
million Americans have moved from welfare to work. Crime is at its lowest level in 
more than 30 years. Teen pregnancy is down; adoptions are up. Our social fabric, once 
frayed, is on the mend. 

We see a reassertion of American leadership: advancing our interests from 
Kosovo to Northem Ireland to the Middle East; standing strong for democracy, freedom, 
and peace. 

We see a renaissance of the American economy: 20 million new jobs. The fastest 
economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years; the 
lowest poverty rate in 20 years; the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years; the 
lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rate ever; the highest home 
ownership ever. And next month, America will achieve the longest economic expansion 
in our nation's history. 

My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our 
union is strong - the strongest it has ever been. 



Tonight it is more clear than ever: our nation is prepared for the new century. It 
is also clear that the American people - and the hard work they do every day - deserve 
the credit, and our thanks. 

My gratitude also goes to the many of you, here in this chamber, who have 
worked with us to make the tough decisions, to put progress above partisanship for the 
sake of our people. I thank you. 

Eight years ago, it was not clear to most Americans that there would be much to 
celebrate in the year 2000. Our nation was gripped by economic distress, social decline, 
polifical stalemate, and discredited govemment. It was a time of rising crime, mounfing 
deficits, and high unemployment. In 1992, a best-selling book asked: "What went 
wrong? 

But in the best traditions of our nation, of the time of Lincoln and the two 
Roosevelts, America determined to set things right. We freed ourselves of the old false 
choices. We replaced outdated ideologies with bold, new ideas anchored in basic, 
enduring values: opportunity for all; but also responsibility from all. That's how you 
build a corrununity of all. 

And that's how we ended welfare as we knew it - not by bashing recipients but by 
empowering millions to go to work. That's how we tumed decades of record deficits into 
back-to-back record surpluses - not by denigrating govemment but by reinventing it, and 
acfing with fiscal discipline. That's how we have cut crime - not by debating between 
prevention and punishment but by doing both, and doing them better - passing the Brady 
Law that has kept guns out of the hands of half a million criminals, and funding 100,000 
community police to make our neighborhoods safer. That's how we have protected our 
environment - not with old-style regulations but with new approaches and technologies. 

That's how we have helped parents to succeed at work and at home - by offering 
new approaches, like Family and Medical Leave, which 20 million working Americans 
have used to care for sick loved ones. That's how we have opened the doors of college to 
all - with HOPE scholarship tax cuts, more Pell Grants, and more affordable college 
loans. That's how we have engaged 150,000 more young Americans in citizen service -
building One America, one community at a time, through AmeriCorps. And that's how 
we have seized the opportunities of a global era - by expanding trade with more than 270 
new agreements and extending our values around the world. 

In 1992, we had a roadmap. In the year 2000, we have results. The conditions we 
have created - and the virtuous cycle we have set in motion - put us in position to realize 
our founders' deepest dreams. 

We have built our bridge to the 21" Century. So let us lift our sights and take 
what Theodore Roosevelt called "the long look ahead." 



Let us look beyond this year, even beyond this decade, and ask ourselves: How 
will we make the most of this moment of promise? What are our biggest challenges, and 
what must we do to meet them? One thing we must not do is to grow too comfortable or 
complacent. That would be a big mistake. Because we have some big goals to reach. 

At a time of unprecedented economic growth, let's bring prosperity into every 
community in America. 

At a time when our people are living longer than ever, let's ensure that they are 
also living better - and healthier. ^ 

Ata time when technology is transforming the vvaya wt wuik and leam and live, 
let's H m ^ ^ t fmf; n i iift^iiliHilniiit^it And let's 
making certain our values guide our progress. 

At a time of steadily falling crime, let's make America the safest big nafion on 
Earth. 

At a time when more families are working families, let's ensure that parents have 
the tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all - raising children. 

At a time when knowledge is the key to the new economy, let's make sure every 
child begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed. 

At a time when America is growing more diverse than ever, let's finally become 
what we've always known we can be: one nation, under God, indivisible. 

These are AHujic^fih-t;i'cutij;na§eate: I believe we will reach them. And I 'liiiihtve ^ t-2A 
we will get there the way we got here: not in one single leap, but step by step - always k j - ^ — 
building on our progress, moving forward, gaining ground. 

Of course, you can't gain ground if you're standing still. And for too long, this 
Congress has been standing still on some of our most pressing national priorifies from 
strengthening Social Security to modemizing Medicare with a voluntary prescription-
dmg benefit; from a real patients' bill of rights to a real raise in the minimum wage; from 
common-sense gun-safety legislation to meaningful hate-crimes legislation. Last year, 
we made bipartisan progress toward many of these goals. This year, I urge you to work 
with me and finish the job. Let's not start the new century without finishing the business 
of the last one. 

But that will only be the beginning of our joumey. 

Tonight, I will propose the first steps into the bold new fronfier of the 21st 
century. I will begin with a New Opportunity Agenda for this new era—an agenda rooted 



in responsibility. I will also propose new ways to create a stronger and more inclusive 
community... 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM J . CLINTON 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

UNITED STATES CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON, DC 

January 27, 2000 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my fellow 
Americans: Tonight I have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union Address of a new 
century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our nation 
enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so little intemal 
crisis or so few extemal threats. Never have our values - of freedom and democracy - been 
more ascendant around the world. Never have we had such a blessed opportunity - and, 
therefore, such a profound obligafion - to build the more perfect union of our founders' dreams. 

We end the 20th Century, and begin the 21st, at a high point in our history. There is no 
better moment to reflect on our hopes and dreams for our children. No better moment to make 
big plans for our nafion. No better moment than today. 

Today we are experiencing a remarkable American renaissance. Twenty million new 
jobs. The fastest economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30 
years; the lowest poverty rate in 20 years; the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years; the 
lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rate ever; the highest home ownership 
ever. And next month, America will achieve the longest economic expansion in our nation's 
history. 

My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our union is 
strong - the strongest it has ever been. 

We are experiencing not only a renaissance of the American economy, but something 
even more important: a renewal of the American spirit. Across our land we see a revival of 
responsibility. . . a renewal of the bonds of community. Who would have thought that in just 
seven years we could cut the welfare rolls in half, and moved millions from welfare to work? 
Who would have thought that we could cut crime by one quarter, to its lowest level in more than 
30 years? Who would have thought that we could reverse virtually every terrible social trend of 
the last few decades, from teen pregnancy going down, to adoptions going up? Our social fabric, 
once frayed, is on the mend. 

Tonight it is clear: Our nation is prepared for the new century. 

It is also clear that the American people - by the hard work they do every day - deserve 
the credit, and our thanks. My gratitude also goes to the many of you, here in this chamber, who 



have worked with us to make the tough decisions, to put progress above partisanship for the sake 
of our people. I thank you. 

Eight years ago, it was not clear to most Americans that there would be much to celebrate 
in the year 2000. Our nation was gripped by economic distress, social decline, political 
stalemate, and discredited govemment. In 1992, at a time of rising crime, mounting deficits, and 
high unemployment, a best-selling book asked: "What went wrong? 

But in the best traditions of our nation, of the time of Lincoln and the two Roosevelts, 
America determined to set things right. We replaced outdated ideologies with bold, new ideas 
anchored in basic, enduring values: opportunity for all; but also responsibility from all. That's 
how you build a community of all. 

That's how we tumed decades of record deficits into back-to-back record surpluses - not 
by denigrating govemment but by reinvenfing it, and acfing with fiscal discipline. That's how 
we have cut crime - not by debating between prevenfion and punishment but by doing both, and 
doing them better - passing the Brady Law that has kept guns out of the hands of half a million 
criminals, and funding 100,000 community police to make our neighborhoods safer. That's how 
we have protected our environment - not with old-style regulafions but with new approaches and 
technologies. 

That's how we ended welfare as we knew it - by ending dependency and empowering 
millions to go to work. That's how we have helped parents to succeed at work and at home - by 
offering new approaches, like Family and Medical Leave, which 20 million working Americans 
have used to care for sick loved ones. That's how we have opened the doors of college to all -
with HOPE scholarship tax cuts, more Pell Grants, and more affordable college loans. That's 
how we have engaged 150,000 more young Americans in cifizen service - building One 
America, one community at a fime, through AmeriCorps. And that's how we have seized the 
opportunities of a global era - by expanding trade with more than 270 new agreements and 
extending our values around the world. 

In 1992, we had a roadmap. In the year 2000, we have results. We have built our bridge 
to the 21st Century. Now, let us lift our sights and take what Theodore Roosevelt called "the 
long look ahead." 

Let us look beyond this year, even beyond this decade, and ask ourselves: How will we 
make the most of this moment of promise? What are our biggest challenges, and how will we 
meet them? 

Tonight, let us pledge: 

At a time of unprecedented economic growth, let's bring prosperity into every 
community in America. 

At a time when our people are living longer than ever, let's ensure that they are also 
living better - and healthier. 



At a time when technology is transforming our worid, let's realize its full promise and 
make sure our values guide our progress. 

At a time of steadily falling crime, let's make America the safest big nation on Earth. 

At a time when more families are working families, let's ensure that parents have the 
tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all - raising children. 

At a time when knowledge is the key to the new economy, let's make sure every child 
begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed. 

At a fime when America is growing more diverse than ever, let's finally become what 
we've always known we can be: one nation, under God, indivisible. 

These are big goals. We may not reach them this year. But I believe we will reach them. 
And we will get there the same way we got here: not in one single leap, but step by step -
always building on our progress, moving forward, gaining ground. 

Of course, you can't gain ground if you're standing sfill. And for too long, this Congress 
has been standing sfill on some of our most pressing nafional priorifies. Let's get moving. This 
year, let's strengthen Social Security. Let's modemize Medicare with a voluntary prescription-
drug benefit. Let's pass a real patients' bill of rights. Let's pass common-sense gun-safety 
legislation. Let's pass meaningful hate-crimes legislafion. Let's raise the minimum wage. 

But that will only be the beginning of our joumey. 

Tonight, I will propose the first steps into the bold new fronfier of the 21st century. I will 
begin with a New Opportunity Agenda for this new era — an agenda rooted in responsibility. I 
will also propose new ways to create a stronger and more inclusive community... 

^^^''-^^Myun^ y\&l£ wt^rTP^ 

OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY IN EDUCATION 

For seven years we have pursued a simple strategy on education: Invest more, and 
demand more in retum. Offer opportunity, but demand responsibility. We have opened thZPs- ^ 
doors of college to all with iiiuie Fell giaiit!), lliore-ariordable student loans, eUucafiuii IRA^, and' 
our HOPE scholarship tax eutTWe have helped nearly every state set higher academic standards 
for their schools. We are closing in on our goal of connecting every classroom and library in 
America to the Inteme^with the help of tho Vice President's F-ratf prngram^ And for two years 
in a row. Congress has supported our effort to hire 100,000 new, qualified teachers, to lower 
class sizes in the early grades. This Congress must confinue that support. 

With these and other efforts, our students are leaming more. Scores on college entrance 
exams are going up, even as more students from more-diverse backgrounds are taking the test. 



And some of the most impressive academic gains are happening in schools in some of America's 
poorest neighborhoods. 

r 
Schools like Beaufort [BYOU-fert] Elementary in Branfartr'South Carolina. Five years 

ago, Beaufort was classified as one of the state's worst-performing schools. But under a new 
principal, Ruth Summeriin, Beaufort embraced accountability and higher academic standards, 
and started afterschool and summer school programs for students who were behind. Today, 
Beaufort's math and test scores exceed the state average, and local parents are pulling their 
children out of private schools and putfing them in Beaufort. Ruth Summeriin is with us here 
tonight. 

I have visited schools like Beuafoi^ all across America—schools that have tumed 
themselves around with the same pl-ayeiMormula: greater accountability, higher standards, and 
the conviction that all students can leam. Unfortunately, there are too many low-performing 
schools in this country that are not applying these lessons - schools where, year after year, 
children fail to get the knowledge and skills they need to make the most of their God-given 
talents. 

Last year, from this podium, 1 proposed an Educafion Accountability Act, to 
fundamentally change the way the federal govemment invests in our schools - to support what 
we know works, and stop supporting what doesn't. This year, I challenge Congress to not only 
pass that measure, but to make dramatic new investments in ideas we know are working. 

We know that quality afterschool and summer school programs boost academic 
achievement. They also keep children off the street in the hours before parents get home from 
work, when juvenile crime soars. Tonight, I propose that we double our investment for 
afterschool and summer school. If we do this, we can give every child in every failing school in 
America the chance to meet high standards - and to beat them. 

We know that our children who leam eariy leam best. And since 1993, we've put over 
150,000 more children in the successful Head Start pre-school program, and improved the 
quality of Head Start. Tonight, 1 propose the largest funding increase for Head Start in history. 
With this increase, plus greater investment in early leaming, we can take the first step toward 
providing universal pre-school for every four-year-old in America. 

We know that if we want our children to leam, we need good teachers and principals. 
Tonight, I propose new efforts to help states and school districts recmit the best and brightest 
people to teaching, train principals as leaders and get rid of bad ones. And we must finish the 
job of hiring 100,000 qualified teachers to reduce class size. 

We know that antiquated classrooms get in the way of leaming, and that a third of all 
schools in America are in serious disrepair - with leaky roofs and antiquated electrical wiring. 
Tonight, 1 propose new investments to make immediate, urgent repairs to our schools. I renew 
my call for a tax credit to help build or modemize 6,000 schools nafionwide - so we can take our 
children out of trailers and put them in modem classrooms. And let's make our high schools 



safer and better by investing in making them smaller. Let's make sure our kids go to schools 
where everybody knows their name. 

We know that we must tumaround failing schools - or shut them down. Last fall. 
Congress passed my plan to give districts the resources to do so. This year, let's double that 
investment. Let's also increase our investment in charter schools, to give parents more choice. 
And let's give bonuses to states that succeed in making scores go up across the board. 

We must also do more to help high school students prepare for, and succeed in, college. 
We must increase tutoring and mentoring efforts, bring advanced placement courses to schools in 
isolated rural areas via the Intemet, and offer disadvantaged students the same test prep courses 
wealthier students use to boost their scores on college entrance exams. [TK: Schumer/ college 
tax ideas] 

REWARDING WORK AND STRENGTHENING FAMILIES 

It is often said that the foundation of American life is the family. I would add "the 
working family," for it is through work that we support our families, and pass on our values to 
our children. That is why the basic goal of so much of what we have done—from reforming 
welfare to raising the minimum wage—has been to encourage and reward work; to give more 
opportunities for a better life to all families responsible enough to work for it. 

Simply put: When you work hard and play by the ru|£s, good things should follow. To 
your standard of living, to your savings, to your self-esteerijh \ 

One of the most powerful incentives to work has been the Eamed Income Tax Credit, a 
targeted tax cut for low-income working families. The "E" in "EITC" is about eaming; about 
working; about taking responsibility and being rewarded for it. As one of my first acfions as 
President, I asked the Congress to dramatically expand the EITC, and we did. As a result, the 
EITC helped more than 4.3 million Americans in 1998 work their way into the middle class -
double the number in 1993. 

Tonight I propose that we expand opportunity by substanfially expanding the EITC. We 
should reduce the marriage penalty for the EITC, making sure that this tax credit rewards 
marriage, and family, just as it rewards work, and ejcpandthe tax credit for families with more 
than two children. Our plan would provide-those fanTilieiliigto^l,200 more in tax relief. That's 

i ^ n enough for the average family to pdy [a full month^ mortgage] orfor 8 months of health care 
coverage. And it's an added inrpWvp fn malrp their wî y ifttfrriTffrniHHIp class. They're working 
hard for it. We should help them to reach it. 

For people who play by the mles, there's something else that should be within reach: 
their place of work. But two-thirds of new jobs are in the suburbs, far away from many low-
income families. In the past two years, I have proposed and Congress has approved 110,000 new 
housing vouchers - to let more Americans live where opportunifies abound. This year, let's 



more than double that number. If we want people to go to work, they have to be able to get to 
work. 

Wherever they live, working parents need quality child care. Last year, we helped 
parents provide care for 1.2S million children. But child care should be better, safer, and more 
affordable. It's what our children deserve and what working parents need. My child care 
initiafive would increase and improve care for 150,000 more children. And it's time we make 
the child care tax credit refundable to help families who need it most. Parents should be able to 
balance work and family - not have to choose between them. 

We must do everything we can to find families for children who have none. Consider 
this: in the last four years, we have increased the number of children adopted out of the foster 
care system by 30 percent. Tens of thousands more children now enjoy the warmth and 
confidence that comes from having a permanent home. We are improving foster care for the 
children it serves, and supporting those who tum 18 and leave foster care without a permanent 
home. Tonight, I want to honor the person who led our Administrafion's efforts to achieve the; 
goals, someone who has worked tirelessly for children as long as I have known her: our First 
Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

Three years ago, we created a new way for hard-pressed working families to provide 
health care for their children: the Children's Health Insurance Program. In less than a year, 
enrollment CHIP has doubled, to 2 million children. But we must do more. As Vice President 
Gore has been saying, if states are looking to insure more children, they should go where the 
children are - in schools, churches, and child-care centers. And we should take the next step and 
enroll their parents, too. Nine million of them are eligible, but uninsured. And let's give a real, 
affordable option to the fastest growing group of uninsured: people between 55 and 65 who lose 
their coverage. We should allow them to buy into Medicare. r- ' , . . . . . ^ 1 

Affordable and available care must also be quality care. Our medical professionals work ^ / 
wonders every day; but we also know that their first obligafion is to do no harm. My budget yr""^ 
makes the largest investment in history to eliminate medical errors and enhance pafient safety. I 
Because no American should ever fear that their health care will jeopardize their health. ^ ' 

And let's make sure that men and women get equal pay for equal work. Today, women 
eam 75 cents for every dollar men eam. That's just not good enough. My budget provides much 
needed resources to enforce equal pay laws, and to train women for high-paying, high-tech jobs. 
And we should pass the Paycheck Faimess Act. That will go a long way toward opportunity and 
dignity for working women. 

This year, I am proposing a progressive savings initiafive to help low- and moderate-
income families work and save for retirement, [policy TK] 

Franklin Roosevelt once said that "personal responsibility, guided by collecfive 
conscience, is the discipline of democracy." We have no greater responsibility than to love and 
support the children we bring into this worid. Yet neariy one child in three in America today 
grows up in a home without a father - and these children are five times more likely to live in 



poverty than children with both parents at home. I know many single mothers do a magnificent 
job of raising their children. But their task is made infinitely harder when there is no father to 
contribute income and love; to share the burdens and joys of parenthood; to teach the boys to be 
men and the girls to expect respect from men. Four years ago, we made an historic reform of 
welfare that has helped millions of mothers move from dependency on a welfare check to the 
dignity of a paycheck. Demanding and promoting responsible fatherhood is the critical next 
stage of welfare reform. 

We have already begun, over the last seven years, to crack down on fathers who fail to 
pay child support by denying them drivers' licenses and creating a nafional database to track 
them across state lines. As a result, child support payments have doubled since 1993. The 
number of unwed fathers who legally acknowledge their patemity has tripled. And the 
percentage of children bom into unwed homes, after skyrockefing for decades, has begun to level 
off, and the teenage birth rate is falling. 

This is progress. But we must accelerate that progress, step by step, until the day that 
every father in America takes responsibility for his children. We can begin by toughening 
measures against fathers who owe child support, such as hoofing their cars. We can give fathers 
even more incentive to contribute by allowing more of their child support payments to go 
directly to their families. 

And to absent parents who owe child support, we should say: we'll help you do right by 
your children, but you have to go to work, and pay them what you owe. 

Helping absent parents and others join the culture of work is good not just for them and 
their families. At a fime when businesses across America have labor shortages, it is also good 
for our economy. Four years ago, 1 ask&ic§rporate leaders to join with us in a partnership to 
provide jobs to those leaving the welfafe rolesS Todav. 12^Q00companies have hired nearly 
650,000 former welfare rpripipntcJAoA^ jnh< at goocl wagesTlVet these companies need sfill 
more new workers. And they sayVhey are increasingly willing lu hire from a growing pool of 
potenfial labor: the half-million ex-offenders who leave our prisons every year. Tonight, I 
propose a new initiative to train, counsel, and more carefully monitor ex-offenders so they can 
become responsible to employers, their families, and their communities. 

tor our economy to continue to enjoy rapid growth without inflafion, it is vital 
thk oiiTcorporalions find not just new workers to hire, but new opportunifies to invest, and new 
markets in whijm to sell. I believe these new markets exist right here in America—in the inner 
cities^pDorfC r̂al areas, and Indian reservations - places that have not yet been blessed by our 
nafion's prosperity. Over the last six months, 1 have traveled to many of these places — joined by 
many of you - to shine a spotlight on the enormous opportunifies in America's new markets. 

Now, more than ever, we have the means to expand the circle of opportunity wide 
enough to include the men and women at its margins, so that no one who's willing to work is left 
behind as our nafion moves ahead. For business, it's the smart thing to do. And for America, 
it's the right thing to do. If we don't do it now, when will we ever get around to it? 



I believe businesses should have the same incentives to invest in America's new markets 
as they have to invest in new markets abroad. In this year's budget, I call on Congress to double 
our New Markets Tax Credit, to spur $12 billion in new equity capital for our untapped markets. 
We should also greatly increase funding to help large-scale businesses expand or relocate to our 
inner cities or rural areas. And we should increase the tax incentives that promote growth in our 
Empowerment Zones. 

Speaker Hastert, it was a powerful moment last November when you joined me and 
Reverend Jesse Jackson on stage at Englewood High School, in your home state of Illinois, and 
pledged to work with my administration on common ground for New Markets legislation. So 
let's work together to finish the job. 

Last July, I became the first President to visit an Indian reservation since Franklin 
Roosevelt. That's far too long. In this new century, let's honor our historic responsibility to 
Native Americans - the first Americans. My budget increases by more than $1 billion our 
investment in health care, educafion, law enforcement, and infrastructure. Indian Country is a 
new market America should not - and must not - ignore. 

We must also fulfill our obligation to our farming communities, the lifeblood of our land. 
When I signed the farm bill in 1996,1 was concemed it would work well in good fimes but not as 
well in bad times. In recent years, our family farms have endured droughts and floods and 
financial crises abroad. Our New Markets Initiafive will help them diversify their economic 
base. But let's also do more than mend the farm safety net - let's strengthen it. 

This spring, 1 will lead a New Markets tour to focus on another challenge: the growing 
"digital divide" between those who have access to the new economy and those who don't. But 
the very technology that drives our expansion also creates tools to ensure that everyone, from the 
city to the farm to the reservafion, can join in building our nafion. My budget creates 1,000 new 
technology centers to connect poor communities to the economic mainstream. It also helps 
mobilize the combined force of public, private, and nonprofit sectors to increase Intemet access 
in low-income areas. Because you can't get in the game unfil you have the tools to play. 

GLOBAL CHANGE AND AMERICAN LEADERSHIP 

As we move to master the possibilities of the new economy at home, we must also lead in 
shaping a global economy that extends our prosperity - and expresses our values. 

Our intemational trade now accounts for one-quarter of our economy. It creates good 
jobs and brings us new products and technologies. We need to keep that trade growing, and 
make sure it grows fairiy. That means enforcing our own rules to protect our workers, our 
industries, and our environment. It means making intemational trade - and the WTO - more 
open and responsive to concems about dignity of work and quality of life. And it means 
remembering that a global economy based on rules is far preferable than one with no mles at all. 

That is why China should join the WTO and live under the same trade mles we do. And 
when it does, America's companies and workers should gain new opportunities in every sector or 



China's vast market. I ask Congress to lock in this opportunity by passing Permanent Normal 
Trade Relations status for China. This is a good deal for America, ft will level the playing field 
in U.S.-China trade, and it is a chance to help China along the road to change. 

When we engage in the global economy, we are investing in our shared future. Growth 
from trade is not just vital for us, but for the 1.3 billion people around the worid who sfill live on 
less than a dollar a day. To help pass opportunity on to them, we should do our part - our full 
part - to reduce the debts that cripple the worid's poorest nations. 1 ask Congress to support that 
effort, and to finalize our initiatives to unlock new trade with Africa and the Caribbean Basin. If 
we stay engaged, we will be helping Americans master the new economy . . . and helping others 
around the world become masters of their own future. 

At a moment when American power is unrivaled and the worid is coming together around ideals 
we have lived by and died for, we have a responsibility to lead. Never forget the Americans who 
stmggled to give us this chance. Never forget that hundreds of millions of people live in peace 
today because of the Americans who rest in peace in graves marked and unmarked across the 
worid. We have come too far, sacrificed too much, to stop the world and get off now; we must 
continue to shape the worid. So let us look beyond our borders to the big quesfions that will 
shape the 21 '̂ century worid, and look within for the strength to find the answers. 

A central quesfion is whether our security will be threatened by regional conflicts, 
especially those rooted in ethnic and religious tensions, that pose the risk of wider war. With all 
its amazing advances, our modem world is sfill bedeviled by our oldest failing - fear of those 
who are different from us. In too many places, that fear is exploited by unscmpulous leaders 
trying to cling to power or make bmtal war on their neighbors. 

America cannot prevent every conflict or stop every outrage. But when our interests and 
our values are at stake and we can make a difference, we must be peacemakers. For history 
teaches that all big wars start small, and when human beings anywhere are singled out for 
destmcfion because of who they are, it is our common humanity that suffers. 

We should be proud that we have helped bring the Middle East closer than ever to 
comprehensive peace. [Update on Israel-Syria; essenfial that America does its share]. 

We should be proud of the role America played in bring peace to Northem Ireland... in 
helping to end the bloodletfing in East Timor...in supporting efforts to end Africa's cmel wars. 

And we should be proud of the men and women of our armed forces who made it 
possible for a million innocent people to retum home to Kosovo last year. Now, instead of 
stmggling to defeat something evil, we can focus on building something good: a Europe 
undivided, democratic and at peace for the first time in history. 

With us today are two Americans who've shown how both power and persuasion can 
serve the cause of peace. When Slobodan Milosevic unleashed ethnic cleansing in Kosovo, 
Captain John Cherrey was one of the brave airmen who tumed the tide - and when an American 
plane went down, he flew into the teeth of Serbian air defenses to bring its pilot home. When the 



peace process in Northern Ireland was in trouble, the man who did so much to start it went back 
one more time to save it, and now, with George Mitchell's help, the people there have a working 
govemment with all parties represented. Captain Cheney, Senator Mitchell, we honor you with 
our gratitude, and with our determination to finish the work you helped begin. 

A second question is whether our former adversaries, Russia andyhina, emerge in the 
coming century as stable, prosperous, democratic partners of the United States. 

Today, we face a Russia weakened by the legacy of communism, by economic crisis, by 
a cruel and futile war in Chechnya. But never forget how much else has changed: 5,000 former 
Soviet nuclear weapons dismantled; Russian troops serving with us in the Balkans; a 
constitutional transfer of power from one leader to another for the first fime in a 1000 years of 
Russian history. Russia's long joumey to democracy is profoundly important. A generafion 
from now, let it be said we did our part to help. 

As for China, we must promote our interest with firmness, but not fear. China cannot 
buy its stability and stature at the expense of freedom. But let us not isolate China from the 
global forces empowering its people to seek a better life. We want to see China on the inside, 
playing by the rules, not on the outside denying them. 

A third quesfion for the new century is whether terrorists and hostile nafions will acquire 
the means to undermine our defenses, and make us live in fear again. 

Thanks in part to the biggest counter-terrorism operation in our history, the millennial 
celebrafions passed without a violent attack. But this age-old threat, magnified by modem tools 
of destmction, remains real. 

To prevent terrorists and potential adversaries from acquiring deadly weapons, we must 
work with Russia to keep nuclear weapons secure and confinue to reduce our arsenals. We must 
restrain nuclear and missile programs in North Korea and Iran's, and continuing to prevent fraq 
from threatening its neighbors. And we must strength global standards against proliferation. 
That is why I am committed to working with the Senate on a bipartisan basis to rebuild a 
consensus for the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. 

We are also developing a system to defend America against missile attack from outlaw 
nafions, while working to preserve the Anfi-Ballistic Missile Treaty with Russia. And my 
balanced budget devotes $2 billion to defend America's cyberspace against hackers, criminals 
and potential adversaries. 

A fourth quesfion is whether the stability of the 2 l " century would will be threatened by a 
growing gap between rich and poor. Wejust cannot accept a future in which part of humanity 
lives on the cutfing edge of a new economy, while another lives on the edge of survival. 

A large part of the answer is freedom. With the hopeful transifions to democracy in 
Nigeria and Indonesia, more people won the right to choose their leaders in 1999 than in 1989, 
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the year the Beriin Wall fell. Yet even countries making all the right choices must somefimes 
struggle to deliver for their people. 

We must stand by democracies like Columbia fighfing for their lives - and for our lives -
against narcotics traffickers. I have proposed a two-year, $1.6 billion package to help Colombia 
and I count on your support. 

We must stand by impoverished nations held back by debt and disease. My budget calls 
for a new $150 million investment in the global fight against AIDS and other infecfious killers. 
And I will call on our partners in the G-7 and around the worid tojoin us in a Millennium 
inifiative to speed the delivery and development of vaccines to countries that might otherwise 
never be able to afford them. Today, I am proposing a tax credit that will say to private industry 
- if you develop vaccines for diseases like malaria, AIDS and TB, we will help pay for them, and 
we will lift millions of lives together. 

The final questions are the most important of all: Will America continue to lead? How 
do we see ourselves and our role for the next century? 

In the 20"̂  century, America was thrust into global leadership by circumstance. Now we 
have to choose whether to shape the worid. But it's really no choice at all, not if we want our 
children to know peace and prosperity and the promise of a better day. We could choose to see 
our role as a burden. I choose to see it as a blessing, a privilege, a responsibility. 

That's why we have reversed the decline in defense spending that began in 1985. We 
must confinue to work together to keep our military the best trained, best equipped in the worid. 
My budget invests in readiness and in 21 '̂ century weapons. And it raises salaries for our men 
and women in uniform. 

We must also confinue to fund the 1 percent of our budget that supports our 
intemational engagement and keeps our soldiers out of war. Last year, you worked with me to 
do that and to resume paying our UN dues and arrears. Let's do it again this year. And let's 
remember that building the right kind of global community is vital for a strong, secure American 
community . . . 

RESPONSIBILITY AND CRIME 

Here is another heartening statistic. The overall crime rate in America has dropped every 
year for the past seven years—the longest continuous decline in crime ever recorded. It 
happened because we took more responsibility for helping America fight crime, from passing the 
Brady bill to funding 100,000 new community police officers. Last fall. Congress agreed to 
support my plan to hire up to 50,000 more police officers, with special help for high-crime 
neighborhoods. Congress must continue that support this year. 

But while we are grateful that iŝ safer, no one believes America is safe enough. We 
ought to dedicate ourselves to making America the safest big country in the world. 
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We must begin by doing more to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and juveniles. 
Last year. Congress listened to the gun lobby, rather than the American people, and gave up a 
chance to require Brady background checks at gun shows and child safety locks for all new 
handguns. Passing this common-sense gun safety legislation should be the very next action of 
this Congress. 

But we can and must do more. States require hunters and automobile drivers to have 
licenses. To reduce fireanns accidents and keep guns out of the wrong hands, tonight I propose 
that states have licenses for gun purchasers as well. 

To those who say that instead of strengthening gun laws, we should better enforce gun 
laws now on the books. I say, we already are. Federal gun crime prosecutions are higher today 
than in 1992, and are up 25 percent since 1998. But again, we should do more. We must hire 
more federal and local gun prosecutors, and more ATF agents to crack down on illegal gun 
traffickers and bad-apple dealers who supply guns to criminals and juveniles. We must supply 
law enforcement with the tools to trace the origin of every gun used in a crime in America. And 
we must create a nafional ballisfics network capable of tracing almost any bullet left at a crime 
scene anywhere in America to the gun of the criminal who fired it. 

Listen to this: the accidental gun death rate of children under 15 is nine fimes higher in 
the U.S. than in 25 other industrialized nafions combined. Technologies now exist that could 
lead to guns that can only be fired by the adults who own them. It's fime to help the gun industry 
accelerate development of these smart guns. It's fime for the gun industry to take responsibility 
too, and reform the way it does business - and help bring down gun violence in America. 

Another vital measure we can take to reduce the crime rate is to provide more 
supervision, and demand more responsibility, from the hundreds of thousands of offenders who 
leave our prisons every year. We know that those on parole or probation who use dmgs are [tk]-
fimes more likely than others to commit another crime, but half as likely to do so if they get drug 
treatment. We must provide them that drug treatment, along with drug testing and a simple 
bargain: stay clean and you stay free; do drugs and you do more time. 

The tragic school shootings in Littleton and elsewhere have been a terrible reminder of 
how vulnerable our children are to violence—and how much more we must do, at all levels of 
society, to protect them. Last year, 1 launched a national grassroots campaign to bring experts 
and local communities together to identify the most effecfive responses to youth violence. We 
also began funding efforts by local communifies to develop comprehensive solufions to school 
violence, and this year we must increase our support of this vital endeavor. 

Every parent I know worries about the amount of violence in the media. I believe the 
entertainment industry should respond to parents concems. I give the industry credit for 
accepfing my challenge to put voluntary ratings not just on movies but on TV programming and 
video and Intemet games. This year, we must go farther. Let's do as the First Lady has 
suggested, and give parents what they most need: one rafing system for all their children's 
entertainment—a system that is easy to understand and enforce. 
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At its best, popular culture can uplift and educate us even as it entertains us. Joining us 
tonight is someone whose half-century of work has appealed to the very best in our children -
indeed, in all of us. We already miss reading "Peanuts" each day, but Chariie Brown, Lucy, and 
Snoopy will never be far from our hearts. We thank you, Charles Schulz, for your creafions, and 
for being here with us. 

RESPONSIBIUTY, OPPORTUNITY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

We-trirohave an abiding responsibility to be wise stewards of our air, water, and land. In 
the sage words of Theodore Roosevelt, "We are not building this country of ours for a day." We 
must "make sure it lasts through the ages." 

I am grateful for the many opportunifies Vice President Gore and 1 have had to honor this 
commitment to future generafions - and to finally put to rest the long-outdated notion that a 
strong economy and a healthy environment are incompatible goals. For as our economy has 
grown ever stronger, our environment has grown ever healthier. We have rid countless 
neighborhoods of toxic waste; ensured cleaner drinking water for millions of families; taken 
unprecedented action to improve the air we breathe. Two weeks ago, I visited the north rim of 
the Grand Canyon and created three new Nafional Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of 
acres of forests and deserts and wildemess we are preserving for all Americans, for all time. In 
the past three months alone, we have acted to preserve prisfine backcountry lands in our Nafional 
Forests and created three new National Monuments - adding to the tens of millions of acres we 
have protected for all Americans, for all time. Not since the days of Theodore Roosevelt has the 
nafion come together to save so much precious land in the confinental United States. 

But our populafion and our cifies are growing, and our commitment to conservafion must 
keep growing as well. So tonight, as part of my Lands Legacy Initiafive, 1 propose creating, for 
the first time, a permanent conservation endowment to save wildlands, protect coastlines, restore 
wildlife, and preserve small but sacred green spaces. This endowment would provide nearly 
$1.5 billion each year - by far the largest, most enduring investment in land preservafion ever 
proposed. 

As we rise to protect our land, we must also help other nafions that are struggling to 
protect theirs. The rainforests are the lungs of our planet - and yet they are disappearing at the 
rate of more than 50 acres a minute. Tonight, I propose a new plan to help developing countries 
from the Amazon to the Congo Basin strengthen their economies by preserving, rather than 
destroying, their irreplaceable forests. 

The greatest environmental challenge of the new century is global warming. Scientists 
tell us that the 1990s were the hottest decade of the enfire millennium - and that if we fail to 
heed the writing on the wall, our seas will rise and natural disasters will become more frequent 
with each passing year. America must act. America must lead. 

Tonight, I announce three new efforts to do just that. First, I propose a [$100 million] 
initiafive to help developing countries adopt clean-energy technologies and avoid the costly 
trade-offs that we made in the past. With these new technologies, they can expand their 
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economies, improve the lives of their people, and protect the environment at the same time. 
Second, to strengthen efforts at home, I propose closing the loophole that allows old power 
plants to foul the air our children breathe and to continue spewing more greenhouse gases than 
any other source. Third, I call on the auto industry to help move the next generafion of vehicles 
- cars that get 70 or more miles to the gallon - from the laboratory to the showroom floor. 

We must put 21st century technology to work in building a 21st century economy in 
harmony with the environment. We must make sure this country of ours lasts through the ages. 

THE OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

As we enter this new era, ft is already clear: technology is making it a 
millennium of miracles-thai promise dramafic improvements in health, in our economy and in 
our quality of life. ' Iklv^ 

Biotechnology - and our growing understanding of human genetics and physiology -
promises new treatments for disabilities and real cures for dread diseases. We are now on the 
brink of sequencing the human genome - the very code of life - which could bring cures for 
cancer, Alzheimer's, and ADDS. The new science of nanotechnology that allows us to manipulate 
molecules - even atoms - could help us detect tumors as small as a single cell, or develop 
molecular computers that can store on a cube of sugar the enfire contents of the Library of 
Congress. 

And with longer, healthier, better lives, we are redefining what it means to be old-Hi-the 
Zisl-Cfinlur^Stonsider this: if we delay the onset of Alzehimer's by just five years, rigfeiiow we 
could empty half the nursing home beds in America. If we could delay the onset of adult 
diabetes, we could save $30 billion in health care costs. 

As the Intemet expands, a greater and greater fraction of human knowledge will be 
\ literally at our fingertips. Our ability to share ideas, experiences and dreams across the 
1 boundaries of space and time, can bind all the worid's people in a powerful web of wisdom and 
1 wealth. 

In the future we will have new materials as strong as steel but ten fimes lighter. Ultra-
clean fuel cells for cars whose only byproduct is water clean enough to drink. And computers 
that can translate spoken English into foreign languages and vice versa as fast as you can speak. 

Science and technology are also energizing our economy, raising producfivity without 
raising inflation. Fully one-third of our recent growth is due to information technology. And the 
high-tech jobs it is creafing are high-wage jobs - paying nearly 80 percent more than the typical 
private-sector job. 

For all these reasons, my budget will include a $3 billion increase in the Twenty-First 
Century Research Fund. These investments will increase support for biomedical research, 
nanotechnology, information technology, clean energy and university-based research. This is 
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more than an investment in research and development — it is an investment in America's future. 
And we cannot move forward without it. 

But it is up to all of us to ensure that this new age of science and technology is also a new 
age of enlightenment. The advances we seek must be guided by the values we hold dear. 

First and foremost, we must ensure that our privacy - financial and medical — is 
protected. Last year, our administration proposed rules to protect every cifizen's most sensifive 
informafion, his or her medical records. This year, we will finalize those rules. We have also 
taken steps to protect our people's financial records. But these are only the first steps, as 1 said 
when I signed the financial modemization bill into law. I will soon send legislation to the 
Congress to complete this important unfinished business. -^(^C^Cj 

We will also take action to prevent genetic discriminafion — so no employer ever reviews 
your genetic records along with your resume. We will make sure that the actions of the 
govemment itself contain strong privacy protecfions. And tonight, I want to issue a strong 
challenge to on-line companies — to do more to protect their customers' privacy. 

Second, we know that our medical professionals work wonders every day; but we also 
know that their first obligation is to do no harm. My budget makes the largest investment in 
history to eliminate medical errors and enhance patient safety. Because no American should 
ever fear that their health care will jeopardize their health. 

Nearly forty years ago, as America began its exploration of space. President Kennedy 
said, "We set sail on this new sea because there is knowledge to be gained ... for the progress of 
all people. Whether it will become a force for good or ill depends on man." If we take the right 
steps together, we can be confident that our progress will be a force for good. 

COMMUNITY 

In 18TK, the great foreign chronicler of America Alexis de Toqueville observed that in 
America, helping others is not just charity or compassion, it is a sign of good cifizenship. De 
Toqueville was among the first to nofice something that is still tme of America today: much of 
what is noblest in our public life occurs outside of govemment—in the churches, charifies, and 
volunteer groups, to which average cifizens contribute money, and their time. We have long 
relied on this community of active cifizenship to meet some of our toughest social challenges. In 
the 2P' Century, we must strengthen and expand this community as never before. 

To tap the full potenfial of philanthropic institutions, we must broaden the base of those 
who give. Tonight, I propose new tax incentives to do just that. Lower and middle income 
Americans who give deserve what wealthier Americans can get: a tax deducfion for 
contribufions to charity. 

We can also do more to bring communities of faith into the circle of service. Faith-based 
organizafions work firelessly everyday to help Americans fight drug and alcohol abuse and to 
provide opportunities for young people to get back on the right track or to stay out of trouble in 
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the first place. We can respect the line between church and state and still do more to support the 
good works of these groups. 

We can do even more to elevate the cause of citizen service. When I first ran for this 
office, I had faith that if we gave our young people the opportunity to serve their communifies, 
they would answer the call. Together, we created AmeriCorps in 1994, and today, over 150,000 
AmeriCorps members have served in countless ways, from teaching children to helping the 
homeless—often working with non-profit organizations. 

Today, AmeriCorps graduates, like veteran of our military and the Peace Corps, are an 
enormous pool of know-how and can-do. We neeo to tap that resource. Tonight, 1 propose the 
creafion of the Americorps Reserves to activate former AmeriCorps members in fimes of crisis 
including natural disasters. 

The AmeriCorps oath concludes with the words: I will get things done. Let us do the 
same. Let us build on the success of AmeriCorps, fund it fully, and keep it strong for all time. 

Of course, the most fundamental responsibility of cifizenship begins in the voting booth. 
More than half of our children live in households where neither parent votes. Too many simply 
think polifics doesn't matter. But it does. So I say to all Americans: whatever your party, 
whatever your ideology, whatever you do, make your voice heard. Vote. 

And this is the year of the census, so you have a unique opportunity to not only stand up 
and be counted, but to make your voice count. 

One of the wonders of our fime is the way technology is expanding the community of 
cifizenship, creating new ways for individuals to get involved in the democrafic process. A few 
months ago, I held the first Presidential on-line town meefing. Starting next month, I will launch 
a series of what I call "Webside Chats"—on-line discussions focused on issues and ideas. We 
can give more Americans the opportunity to share their views and be a part of our nafional 
community. 

From the beginning, that community has been enriched by new immigrants. Like those 
before them, today's new immigrants are renewing the spirit of America. And like those before 
them, they know they must leam English to reach their full potenfial. 

Demand for English language classes is so high that some states have even resorted to a 
lottery system to pick students. We must be clear: leaming English should be an opportunity 
available to all - not a raffl^r-My^tid^t boosts support for English as a second language and 
links classes with civics ari(i4tfe6kID5jeducafion. So as new immigrants leam English, they can 
also become fluent in the rightTamTresponsibilifies of American life. 

We are more diverse than ever before. The face of America is changing. We all know 
that. The quesfion ahead is not: how will we look? But, what will we be? What will we choose 
as a community to do with our diversity? 

4> 
16 



f\vjr> venro .if^o/Hill.ir^r nnrl I (preatp.H the WhitP-HpH-i.^p, Milh^imiiiiii rniiivil in 1 u-1 p-l^ff^ 
Ajnericans tngetb^*f--ttTTPfiect nn where we. have heen as a nntinn—whn we >iie—VA/IINI wt^ vj^t 

This fall, th^Tff^3^ady hosted one of America's leading geneticistsaUuruilennmlir"^^^^'^ 
evening-44<tf,ii>ss,inii al ihk, Wliiii'. ]hin<ii: He affirmed what faith has taught us. He said all 
humanity, genetically, is 99.9 percent the same, Inrgp Wriys-nryl "mnli;Jt is -"asy forget thnt 

4ftrtli. Bul huilC!>t sfff^^rP^r^iff-^r,^"^'-'' ̂ nn nnly h.n ,.vpi ^• ni.fi.n rj ̂ ^r] .ivnrlfnd thrniirnTinfT^ 
4i''^rsity van "niy b? rfl^brnrfd whf̂ n 'ive rrrr-gni/r th;it fhr m ŝt important ff^rt of life is our-^ 
•common humanityr- / 

We^e itopre united than ever, but we have work to do. We cannot tttm-euf-baeks-OfTthe 
cltmat&^hatMnat spawned such recent incidents as the murder of young Matthew Shepard or 

ragging death of James Byrd in Texas. 

Let me say again, discrimination and violence against anyone because of race, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, ancestry or disability is wrong. We must also make it illegal. I ask 
the Congress once more to pass, without further delay, the Hate Crimes Prevention Act and the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act. 

And finally, to make the most of our economic and social progress we have made 
together, we must continue our joumey to building One America in the 21^' century. That means 
rededicafing ourselves to the ideals of justice and opportunity for all that are at the heart of our 
democracy. No American should be subjected to discrimination in housing, education, federal 
contracfing or any other aspect of American life. My budget increases funding substanfially for 
civil rights enforcement at the EEOC and the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division—to 
make sure that protections in law are protections in fact. 

Last February, I created the White House Office on One America to coordinate our 
efforts and help build community partnerships for racial reconciliafion. We are reaching out 
across our nation - from lawyers to religious leaders to corporate leaders to make sure every 
American can help build the One America of our dreams. 

We know there is only one way to achieve that kind of nafion—not through machines or 
money or might. Above all, it must flow from the human spirit. Let us take on the unfinished 
work of our time. Let us do our part to lift the burden of race and make the promise of America 
the practice of America. 

My fellow Americans, this is the seventh fime I have had the privilege of this high 
moment. Each time I have approached it with great hope and great expectations for our nafion. 
But there is no escaping the fact that tonight is different. For tonight, we stand on the 
mountaintop of a new millennium. Behind us we see the great expanse of American 
achievement, and before us, vast frontiers of possibility yet to be explored. 

The children of the future will see that this moment was eamed through America's drive 
for discovery and our enduring quest for freedom and opportunity for all. Not even the most far-
sighted of our forebears could have predicted that American ingenuity and spirit would lead the 
world to the unprecedented heights of peace and prosperity that we enjoy today. 
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And so, tonight, whether you are settling in the comfort of today's growing affluence or 
climbing out of the shadows of yesterday's despair, look up and see that the sun is rising on a 
new century of hope and possibility in America. Look up and take your place in the procession 
of Americans, great and small, whose gifts to the past have brought us to this moment of great 
promise. Now it is your time. You are our gifts to the future. Together, we can make the next 
100 years, America's greatest century. 

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America. 
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Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President, Members of Congress, honored guests, my 
fellow Americans: Tonight I have the honor of delivering the first State of the Union 
Address of a new century and a new millennium. 

We are fortunate to be alive at this moment in history. Never before has our 
nation enjoyed, at once, so much prosperity, social progress, and self-confidence with so 
little intemal crisis or so few extemal threats. Never have our values - of freedom and 
democracy - been more ascendant around the world. Never have we had such a blessed 
opportunity - and, therefore, such a profound obligation - to build the more perfect union 
of our founders' dreams. 

We have ended the 20"" Century, and begun the 21", at a high point. 

From this vista we see a rebirth of the American spirit: a revival of responsibility 
and a renewal of the bonds of community. Welfare rolls are the smallest in 30 years, and 
TK million Americans have moved from welfare to work. Crime is at its lowest level in 
more than 30 years. Teen pregnancy is down; adoptions are up. Our social fabric, once 
frayed, is on the mend. 

We see a reassertion of American leadership: advancing our interests from 
Kosovo to Northem Ireland to the Middle East; standing strong for democracy, freedom, 
and peace. 

We see a renaissance of the American economy: 20 million new jobs. The fastest 
economic growth in more than 30 years; the lowest unemployment rate in 30 years; the 
lowest poverty rate in 20 years; the first back-to-back budget surpluses in 42 years; the 
lowest African-American and Hispanic unemployment rate ever; the highest home 
ownership ever. And next month, America will achieve the longest economic expansion 
in our nafion's history. 

My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our 
union is strong - the strongest it has ever been. 

Tonight it is clear: our nation is prepared for the new century. Our bridge to the 
21" Century is built - built by the hard work of the American people. It is them we can 
thank for this magnificent moment. 



But my gratitude also goes to you - the many of you, here in this chamber, who 
have worked with us to make the tough decisions, to put progress above partisanship for 
the sake of our people. I thank you. 

Eight years ago, it was not clear to most Americans that there would be much to 
celebrate in the year 2000. Our nation was gripped by economic distress, social decline, 
political stalemate, and discredited govemment. It was a time of rising crime, mounting 
deficits, and high unemployment. In 1992, a best-selling book asked: "What went 
wrong? 

But in the best traditions of our nation, in the spirit of the of age of Jackson, the 
age of Lincoln, and the age of both Roosevelts, America determined to set things right. 
We freed ourselves of the old false choices, replacing outdated ideologies with new ideas, 
rooted in basic, enduring values: opportunity, responsibility, community. 

This is the way we ended welfare as we knew it - not by bashing recipients but by 
empowering millions to go to work. This is the way we have cut crime - not by debating 
between prevention and punishment but by doing both, and doing them better. This is the 
way we tumed record deficits into record surpluses - not by crippling govemment but by 
reinventing it, and acfing with fiscal discipline. One of the key advocates of this 
approach, and a beloved former member of this institution, is here with us tonight. Thank 
you, Lloyd Bentsen. 

This is the way we have helped parents to succeed at work and at home - not by 
forcing parents to choose between them, but by offering new approaches like Family and 
Medical Leave. This is the way we have protected our envirorunent - not with old-style 
regulations but with new approaches and technologies. This is the way we have seized 
the opportunities of a global era - not by building walls around us but by bringing them 
down, expanding trade and extending our values around the world. 

In 1992, we had a roadmap. In the year 2000, we have results. The conditions we 
have created - and the virtuous cycle we have set in motion - put us in posifion to realize 
our founders' deepest dreams. So let us lift our sights and take what Theodore Roosevelt 
called "the long look ahead." 

From the vantage point we have attained, we should be able to see beyond this 
year, beyond even this decade, and consider the whole of the 21" Century. What are the 
big goals we want to reach? How will coming generations of Americans, like those who 
came before, redefine what is possible, what is achievable? 

i[n^*cei^my^^^ bring real 
prosperity into every corrununity in America. 



* Jill a cffn^jry when technolo^JwiH-transform We werid, let's ensure that 
of enlightenment,- .values 

1^ are the guide for scientific progress 

4n a^enfttry when our people wfil hve longer than ever, let's ensure that they also 
live better - and healthier. ^ 

Jn a r^gnhjry when . . . . let 's m; make America the safest big nation on Earth. 

In a cgntur}i-when more families will be working families, let's ensure that parents 
have the tools to succeed at work and at the most important work of all - raising children. 

4fi-a-cCTrtttty when ideas are the key to th&^TI^g^ation economy, let's make sure 
every child begins school ready to leam and graduates ready to succeed. 

hi a centttry when Amenca wrtigrow more diverse than ever, let's finally become 
what we've always known we can be: one nation, under God, indivisible. 

These are America's greatest goals. We will reach them not in one single leap, 
but step by step - ever moving,revcr^aining ground, eiwr-building on our progress. 

Of course, you can't move forward if you're standing still. And for too long, this 
Congress has been standing still. Let's not start the new century without finishing the 
business of the old one. 

[unfinished business] 

But that is only the beginning of our joumey. 

Tonight, I will propose the first steps intp^e bold new frontier of the 21st 
century. I will begin with a New Opportunit/Agenda for this new era—an agenda rooted 
in responsibility^ and designed to create a stronger and more inclusive community. At its 
core is a simple,Y)owerful, fundamental principle: "Opportunity for all." 



My fellow Americans, I stand before you tonight to report that the state of our.unionjs y 4^k. 7 
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Tonight it is clear: our nation is prepared for^the new century. 0tir bridge to the 21st 
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^^atmy gratitudaalso goes to you - the many of you, here in this chamber, who have 
worked with us to make the tough decisions, to put progress above partisanship for the sake of 
our people. I thank you. 

Eight years ago, it was not clear to most Americans that there would be much to 
celebrate in the year 2000. Our nation was gripped by economic distress, social decline, 
political stalemate, and discredited government. It was a time of rising crime, mounting 
deficits, and high unemployment. In 1992, a best-selling book asked: "What went wrong? 

But in the best traditions of our nation, in the spirit of the of age of Jackson, the age of 
Lincoln, and the age of both Roosevelts, America determined to set things right. We freed 
ourselves of the old false choices, replacing outdated ideologies with new ideas, rooted in 
basic, enduring values: opportunity, responsibility, community. 

This IS fhe_way-w ijway-we ended welfare as we knew it - not by bashing recipients but by 
empowering millions of them to go to work. 

Tbis-is-thc >viy •ivt? hnvtM-ut crime - not by debating between prevention and 
punishment but by doing both, and doing them better. 

This io the waywe turned record deficits into record surpluses - not by debilitating 
government, but by reinventing it, and acting with fiscal discipline. One of the key advocates 
of this approach, and a beloved former member of this institution, is here with us tonight. 
Thank you, Lloyd Bentsan^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^/ yp[j2u) 

JllBfr is t4t(fwayAve have helped parents to succeed at work and at home - not by forcing 
parents to choose between theiff, but by offering new approaches like Family and Medical 
Leave, which 20 million Americans have used to nurse a sick child or relative. 

This is the way we have protected our environment - not with old-style regulations but 
with new approaches and technologies. 

This is the way we have seized the opportunities of a global era - not by building walls 
around us but by bringing them down, expanding trade and extending our values around the 
world. 

In 1992, we had a roadmap. In the year 2000, we have results. The conditions we 



have created - and the virtuous cycle we have set in motion - put us in position to realize our 
founders' deepest dreams. So let us lift our sights and take what Theodore Roosevelt called " 
the long look ahead." 


