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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

EXECUTTIVE OFFICE O F T HE PRESIDENT
11-0ct-1995 10:18am

TO: Ann T. Eder

FROM: Molly Brostrom

Economic and Domestic Policy

SUBJECT: RE: Housing event

sorry not to get back to you sooner.

the ideas have been tossed about and have good support from your
office, pol. affairs, and us (Doris, Jennifer O'Connor "talked"
about it through e-mail last week). We just need to get a sense
on the bigger budget strategy =-- hopefully wil lbe formed soon.

i'll let you all know if i learn anything; i'd appreciate it if
you'd do the same.

thx
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O ACORN

October 9, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR: Molly Brostrom, Jennifer O'Connor, and
Doris Matsui, The White House

FROM: Jerry Jones, Legislative Director

SUBJECT: Alleged Veto Event

Here are my suggestions for a White House veto event around
VA-HUD. I realize the powers that be have not made any final
decilsions on the veto message, but can't help myself in
pushiing this when I think of all the ways that the people we
are [trying to reach would respond to such an event.

First, we need to incorporate housirig into the veto message.
We wiould be delighted if a VA-HUD veto event could happen.
Howelver, we would also take a VA-HUD/Labor-HHS/Shredding the
Socilal Safety Net veto event. The Republicans are hitting us
by tlelling the people that the President's plan is too soft
on the deficit. We should respond by reminding them of how
hard their plan is on people.

Secdndly, we need to talk about cities and build on the
admilnistration's metro areas report. If we don't make
overltures to the minority communities in the message and wait
untill the campaign to reach out, they will feel slighted and
used.

OK - fantasy days.

1

The |Impossible Dream

on the stage the President is joined by an Americorps
volunteer, a working homeless family, and a family
living near a Superfund site. The event is attended by
one hundred invited guests from the housing, homeless,
scudent aid, volunteer, and environmental communities,
all central parts of the President's base.

Assoclation of Community Organizations for Reform Now
National Office: 739 8th Street S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 « 202-547-2500 FAX 202-546-2483
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Henry Cisneros introduces the homeless family, who say
they could move out of the shelter and into independent
living if the Republicans hadn't eliminated rental
vouchers.

Carol Browner introduces the Superfund family, who
describe how they must now wait longer for their
neighborhood hazardous waste site to be cleaned up.

Harris Wofford introduces an Americorps volunteer who
describes how she is paying off her college loans while

serving her community.

The President then gives a speech outlining the most
outrageous deficiencies of the Republican bill. He
vetoes it as the crowd spontaneously erupts into a
standing ovation.

Not a Bad Day Option

The President invites representatives from across the
human needs, education and environmental communities to
attend a White House budget veto ceremony.

The President cites housing cuts as a central reason for
his VA-HUD veto.

VA-HUD is vetoed along with four or five other
appropriations bills.

If We Can't Ger the President But Still Have the White House
Day

Henry Cisneros gives a briefing with housing and
homeless groups at the White House on the day of the
VA-HUD veto.

Leon Panetta and/or Alice Rivlin swing by make brief
remarks.

Thanks for listening.

TOTAL P.@3
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QOctober 9, 1995

|
|

MEMORANDUM FOR: Molly Brostrom, Jennifer O'Connor, and
| Doris Matsui, The White House

FROM: Jerry Jones, Legislative Director

SUBJECT: Alleged Veto Event
|

Here are my suggestions for a white House veto event around
VA- . I realize the powers that be have not made any final
deciisions on the veto message, but can't help myself in
pushing this when I think of all the ways that the people we
are trying to reach would respond to such an event.

First, we need to incorporate housing into the veto message.
We would be delighted if a VA-HUD veto event could happen.
Howaver, we would also take a VA-HUD/Labor-HHS/Shredding the
Socilal safety Net veto event. The Republicans are hitting us
by tlelling the people that the President's plan is too soft
on the deficit. We should respond by reminding them of how
hard their plan is on people.

Secgndly., we need to talk about cities and build on the
Administration's metro areas report. If we don't make
overtures to the minority communities in the message and wait
untél the campaign to reach out, they will feel slighted and
used.

OK ﬁ fantasy days.
The Impossible Dream

|

| On the stage the President is joined by an Americorps

| volunteer, a working homeless family, and a family

. living near a Superfund site. The event is attended by
| one hundred invited guests from the housing, homeless,

. student aid, volunteer, and environmental communities,

| all central parts of the President's base.

| Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now
Nation+l Office: 739 8th Street S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 » 202-547-2500 FAX 202-546-2483
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Henry Cisnercs introduces the homeless family, who say
they could move out of the shelter and into independent
living if the Republicans hadn't eliminated rental
vouchers,

Carol Browner introduces the Superfund family, who
describe how they must now wait longer for their
! neighborhood hazardous waste site to be cleaned up.

Harris Wofford introduces an Americorps volunteer who
| describes how she is paying off her college loans while
| serving her community.

| The President then gives a speech outlining the most
outrageous deficiencies of the Republican bill. He
vetoes it as the crowd spontaneously erupts inteo a
standing ovation.

Not a Bad Day Option

The President invites representatives from across the
human needs, education and environmental communities to
attend a White House budget veto ceremony.

The President cites housing cuts as a central reason for
| his VA-HUD veto.
|

| VA-HUD is vetoed aleng with four or five other
| appropriations bills.
|

If WF Can't Get the President But Still Have the White House
Day |
! Henry Cisneros gives a briefing with housing and

‘ homeless groups at the White House on the day of the
VA-HUD veto.

|
| Leon Panetta and/or Alice Rivlin swing by make brief

} remarks.

| : .
Thanks for listening.

|

TOTAL P.B3



EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF T HE PRESIDENT

04-0ct-1995 04:49pm

TO: Jennifer M. O’Connor
TO: Doris 0. Matsui
FROM: Molly Brostrom

Economic and Domestic Policy
CcC: Jeremy D. Benami

SUBJECT: Event around VA/HUD veto

I know that both of you have been meeting with the
housing/homelessness groups, and I assume they suggested an event
around the VA/HUD veto with you as well. They raised this in
their meeting with Carol, and she thinks it would be a good idea
to try and do something.

Are either of your offices supportive of some sort of event?
Possibilities include:

*if something’s being done around the Labor/HHS veto, include
HUD/VA and talk about the combined attack on the social safety
net, low-income.

*a briefing on the veto by Sec. Cisneros here at the White House,
with a stop by from a White House official (perhaps VP, or
Tyson...)

It seems it would be fairly easy to bring groups in to describe
why we vetoed, and would get us a lot of mileage in combatting
the perception that we’re not at all interested in the housing
constituency. Let me know what you think.



EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF T HE PRESIDENT

04-0ct-1995 04:59pm

TO: Molly Brostrom

FROM: Jennifer M. O’Connor
Office of The Chief of Staff

CcC: Doris 0. Matsui
cc: Jeremy D. Benami

SUBJECT: RE: Event around VA/HUD veto

I met with them yesterday and am very supportive of your ideas. I
think we should propose to the communications shop your idea about
a veto event. If that can’t happen, we should definitely have a
veto message that speaks to them. The Cisneros briefing is good
too. We could have one of Leon, Harold, Carol or Alexis,
participate as well -- and if the VP could stop in, that would
also be great.

Another idea is to do another conference call like the one you set
up -- with Carol or Alexis or George again and with Litan. They
liked it alot and said it would make sense to do it with other
groups.

I was going to send you both a memo outlining what they said to me
-- but it sounds like they are saying the same thing. They did
caution me that we have to make sure that if we raise their hopes
with a veto and strong message, we don’t then dash them by signing
a really awful bill that doesn’t fix any housing stuff. They are
right that we have to be careful.

Let me know if you want my help, but I would support your ideas
and I think we should get them in front of Don Baer, Gene Sperling
and Alexis Herman.



EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF T HE PRESIDENT

04-0ct-1995 05:36pm

TO: Jennifer M. O’Connor
FROM: Molly Brostrom
Economic and Domestic Policy
o Doris O. Matsui
CcC: Jeremy D. Benami

SUBJECT: RE: Event around VA/HUD veto

If OPL is interested, I will work with Doris on getting a memo
around laying out options. It may be helpful to have your office
on the memo too -- I’1l1 see what Jeremy and Doris say.

Regarding expectations -- that’s definitely a consideration, and
one we need to discuss again with OMB, etc before moving ahead on
an event. But we’ve talked to the groups about how much put back
they’re hoping for from us, and they don’t have terribly high
expectations. And the initial read from OMB on the groups numbers
was that it was a doable amount.

If we do get something put together, we’ll have to make sure that
comments reflect the sober reality of what’s to come, and are not
too celebratory about the veto.

thanks. 1’11 let you know where this goes.



EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

CC:
CcC:

SUBJECT:

04-0ct-1995 06:40pm

Molly Brostrom

Doris 0. Matsui
Office of Public Liaison

Jennifer M. O’Connor
Jeremy D. Benami

RE: Event around VA/HUD veto

We are definitely interested. I also believe that we can’t
unreasonably raise expectations; however, if there is an
opportunity to show that we are with them, I believe that we
should demonstrate it in some way. As you know, they will really
send out this message very quickly.

I think all options are good; since we already did the conference
call, I believe either a briefing or the opportunity of having a
few people present when there is a veto would go a long way.

They are coming in again to see me tomorrow---I guess we all
believe in a love-in.



EXECUTTIVE OFFICE OF T HE PRESIDENT

05-0ct-1995 09:41lanm

TO: Doris O. Matsui
TO: Jennifer M. O/Connor
FROM: Molly Brostrom

Economic and Domestic Policy
CC: Jeremy D. Benami

SUBJECT: hud/va veto event

Jeremy has cautioned that we shouldn’t move too much on this until
we have a better sense of what our budget strategy will be.

Doris -- I would tell the groups today that we are interested, but

are waiting for the budget strategy to solidify. If the decision
is made to have public rather than quiet vetos, we will pursue.

thanks
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September 29, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR: | Doris O. Matsui,
Deputy Assistant to the President
- Deputy Director of Public Liaison

FROM: Jerry Jones, Legislative Director
SUBJECT: Meeting on October 5

I am|looking forward to meeting with Ann Eder and yourself on Thusday,
Octoper 5 at 3 p.m. Below are the names and birthdates of our attendees.

‘- Gerald Jones, ACORN
DOB: (b)(6)

oo |

Deborah Austin, National Low Income Housing Coalition
DOB: ®)E) oo

%ﬂbma atio: ia o End H SSNess "
By (0)6) o0

—D@{hL B aXq ava (bX6)

Col

|
|

Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now
Nationdi Office: 739 8th Street S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 » 202-547-2500 FAX 202-548-2483
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August. 15, 1995 =

Alexis Herman

Assistant to the President
Director of Public Liaison
The White House
Wwashington, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms, Herman:

On behalf of the National Alliance to End Homelessness, the
National Housing Law Proiject, the National Low Income Housing
Coalition and ACORN, let me thank you again for meeting with
our delegation on Thursday. Our organizations felt the
meeting was very productive and a good start for the work
ahead. Wg*g%g%%3gl;¥_gn2;gg1nL!L4unuzantie:_:n_cnn:dinaag
meetings with the white H irector Rivlin (/

Ag you requested, I am attaching a summary of the top three
issues that we believe must be corrected in the FY 1996 HUD
budget. These three Republican proposals -- severe cuts to
homeless programs, rent increases in public housing, and the
elimination of all new rental vouchersc -- offer the White
House a compelling example of how Congress intends to slash
assistance to lower income Americans to pay for tax breaks
for the wealthy.

After our meeting last week, we also met with Andy Hernandez
of the DNC. Mr. Hernandez mentioned that the white House
regularly convenes conference calls with Hispanic leaders in
order to keep them informed about current igsues anc
politics. we feel that two or three conference calls placed
by the white House to leaders in the grassroots housing
community would significantly help shore up support for ‘996

If ogsible, we would like to work with your office
to © es calls to housing laaders C:)

Assoclation of Community Organizations for Reform Now

Q Organizing & Suppon Center: 1024 Elysian Flekis Avenus, New Crieans, Loulsiana 70117 » 504-943-0044 » FAX 504-544-7078
Q Home Office: 523 Wast 15t Street, Lit¥e Rock, Arkansas 72202 « 501-378-7151
@ National Office (DC): 738 8th Street S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 » 202:547-2500 « FAX 202-546-2483
QO National Offica (NY): 848 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11228 « 718-883-6700 * FAX 718-683-3367

>



Thank you again for meeting with our group. Wwe look forward
to continuing our work together on behalf of the pecple who
need the assistance of our nation's housing and community
development programs.

Sincerely,

Legislative Director

¢c: Choco Me:za
Andy Hernandez



August 15, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR: Alexis Herman, The White House

FROM: Jerry Jones, ACORN
Bob Adams, National Low Income Housing Coalition
Nancy Bernstine, National Housing Law Project
Nan Roman, National Alliance to End Homelessness

SUBJECT: Top Three Issues for FY 96 HUD Budget

1, Rant Increases in Public Housing

Contact: Nancy Bernstine (202-783-5140)
David Bryson (510-251-9400)
National Housing Law Project

Bagkaground on public housing xentg

Since 1969, federal law -- known as the Brooke Amendment, for
its sponsor, Senator Brooke (R-MA) -- has made public and
other subsidized housing affordable t¢ poor people by
limiting rents to a percentage of their incomes. The
percentages have changed over time, as have the details on
calculating income and deductions, but the bedrock principle
has remained the same -- rents are tied to income s0 that
tenants will only be charged amounts they are able to pay and
no one will be evicted because they are too poor. Now, with
the drastic funding cuts for federal housing assistance
programs, members of Congress propose t¢ abandon that bedrock
principle, repeal the Brooke Amendment, raise the tenants’
rents to make up for the federal funds they are taking away,
and allow the public housing authorities to charge tenants
whatever they wish, The repeal of the Brooke Amandment will
lead inexorably to evictions for those currently housed and
denial of housing assistance for the poorest applicants on
the waiting lists. :

Mesgage on rept hikes

. No one can defend raising rents on the poorest Americans
to provide tax relief for the wealthy or to reduce the
federal deficit.

. Affordable public housing is the only safety net that
stands betwean low income people and homclcsasness.
Repealing the Brooke Amendment will make millions of
poor Americans too poor for public housing.

» Affordable rents for decent housing make it poeseible
for low income people to move from lives of dependency
to social and ec¢onemic self-gufficiency.



2. Severe Cuts to Homeless Programs

Contact: Nan Roman (202-638-1526)
National Alliance to End Homelessness

How voters gee homelessness

Homelessness is a problem that the American people want
solved. Whether from compassion for their fellow man,
because they think people begging and sleeping on the streets
is bad for business, or because they are just plain offended
at having to step over homeless people every day, voters want
something done about it. To many ordinary Americans,
homelessness is a visible symbol of what they see as the
deterioration of civil society.

The Admini Ko ™ s

The Adminiztration hae made homelessnese a prominent isesue
within HUD, where it is Secretary Cisneros' number one
priority, and funds have been substantially incrcascd to dcal
with the problem. However, moat other agencieas have reduced
their focus on homelessness during the Clinton
Administration.

The Reoubli , ; —

Homeless programs are run almost entirely by nonprefit
organizations leveraging federal and other funds with private
Sector resources, compined with an enormous volunteer

force -- the very thinge that the Republicans say they
support. However, the Republicans have not heen kind to
heomeless people. At HUD, the Eouse of Representatives has
voted to reduce spending on homelessness by 40 percent.
Funding t¢ educate homeless children has been reduced by 24
percent. Republicans have completely eliminated programs to
educate homeless adults, as well as programs for homeless
individuals with mental illnesses. All of these reductions
come at a time of transition when the total upheaval of the
social welfare programs for the poor is sure to result in
greater homelessness, if only from people falling through the
cracka during the transition.

Message on homelessness

. They've gone too far in taking from those with
nothing -- the homeless -- to give to the wealthy.

. We're going to pay for homeleseneers one way or
another -- either through the nonprefit shelter and

housing eyetem, or through the much more expensive
eyetem of emergency rooms, jails and prisons, hospitale
and mental institutions.



i

. The elimination of the social satety net is a deadly
threat to thousands of Americans whe live only one
paycheck, one illness, one lay-cit away tfrom
homelessness.

[ Homelessness is now being dealt with by nonprofit
organizations, many of which are faith-based, that use
their federal partner to leverage enormous volurnteer and
private sector resources. The Republicans want to
increase the level of bureaucracy by turning this over
to the state and local governments.

. No American wants to see our streets flocoded with
homeless people -- and yet the Republicans have attacked
the faith-based and nonprofit organizations that keep
the homeless off the atraets.

» The American people want something dona about
homelesaness. Republicans just don't seem to recognize
that.

. Homeless people are getting back on their f{eet every
day. The Republicans want to pull the rug out from
under them,

. what do the Republicana propose to do akout homeless
children -- set up poor houses?

3. EBliamlnation of All New Section 8 Assistance

Contact: Bob Adamae (202-662-1530)
Naticnal Low Income Housing Coalition

Baci ; sastion B 3 i) Lo

Since 1974, one of the basic tenets of federal housing policy
has been to modestly increase the number of families who
receive housing assistance each vear. There are currently
more than two and a2 half million families con waiting lists
for housing assistance nationally. There are over six
million families who have "worst rcase® housing needs (pay
more than 50 percent af their income for rent or live in
substandard housing). The House of Representatives passed a
HUD appropriations bill that ends all incremental assistance.

We balieve Congreass must previde FY 1996 funding for 5C,000
incremental Sectinn 8 certificates and vouchers. This
asgistance ahould he targeted to those who are most in
need -- aspecially homeless families and those being
displaced.






CONFERENCE CALL WITH HOUSING
AND HOMELESSNESS ASSISTANCE PROVIDERS

Purpose:

-To respond to request from housing and homelessness groups.

-To communicate to representatives of the grassroots housing
and homelessness network an assessment of budget situation
and White House priorities, helping to prepare them for the
budget outcome.

-To demonstrate White House interest and commitment. A
small effort that will go a long way in a part of the
Democratic base that feels neglected.

When: Friday, September 22, 11:45 am - 12:30 pm
Format:

-Welcome/Opening Remarks

-Overview of Appropriations situation and White House
priorities (Bob Litan)

-Questions/Discussion (organized prior to call)

Participants:

-Providers of housing and homeless assistance in 25 sites
across the country, identified by 5 national groups with
strong grassroots networks (ACORN, National Low-Income
Housing Coalition, Center for Community Change, National
Alliance to End Homelessness, and National Coalition for the
Homeless) .

-Representatives from HUD, DPC, and OPL also on the call.
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EXECUTTIVE OFFICE O F THE PRESIDENT

22-Sep-1995 09:25am

TO: Robert E. Litan
TO: Francis S. Redburn
FROM: Molly Brostrom
Economic and Domestic Policy
ce: Diane G. Limo
CC: Ann T. Eder
cC: Jeremy D. Benami

SUBJECT: conf call today

I just found out that the memos that I red-dotted last evening
didn't go out last evening; they're going around now. They
contain: a list of participants, the simple agenda, and a little
direction on logistics.

Jeremy Ben-Ami and I will join the two of you in Bob's office at
about 11:35 -- we'll try and do a roll call/round of introductions
before George's remarks. Jerry Jones of ACORN will be moderating
the Q&A -- he warns that, despite their attempts to focus
participants on appropriations, he anticipates there will be some
venting on MTM and Preservation.

See you at 11:45. thanks



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 14, 1995
MEMORANDUM FOR LEON PANETTA

FROM: mghlexis Herman
Carol Rasco

RE: Meeting Request

We write to request that you meet with a coalition of housing and
homelessness groups. Similar to your meetings with seniors and
childrens groups, this meeting would be very helpful in giving
encouragement to the housing and homelessness community during
the budget process and in solidifying our assurances of support
for them.

As you may be aware, the housing and homelessness groups have
been frustrated with a perceived lack of attention and interest
to housing issues by this Administration. 1In addition, they were
unhappy with the HUD Reinvention Blueprint, and more recently are
frustrated by our budget strategy, which, as you know, due to its
focus, results in little or no mention of the housing and
homelessness cuts.

These groups are very cognizant that their real opponents are the
Congressional budget cutters. They would like to mobilize their
constituencies against the Hill proposals in the short term and
for the President in the longer term. A meeting with you would
help them demonstrate to their constituencies that their focus
needs to continue to be on the Congress.

We understand that the groups have sent you a letter, under the
auspices of the Center for Community Change, requesting such a
meeting. If your staff have questions, please call Doris Matsui
(OPL, X62930) or Molly Brostrom (DPC, X65561). Thank you for
your consideration.



September 21, 1995
MEMORANDUM FOR GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS

FROM: Molly Brostrom
Domestic Policy Council

RE: Conference Call with Housing and Homelessness Assistance Advocates

Thank you for agreeing to give opening remarks on Friday's conference call with
housing and homelessness assistance advocates; you are scheduled from 11:45-11:50
am. Prior to your joining the call, I will have conducted a round of introductions with
the participants. When you join, please introduce yourself and begin your remarks.
When you are finished, Bob Litan of OMB will continue with an appropriations
discussion. To access the call, please call 6-6799, code #3769.

Attached are: a list of the participants on the call (at 25 different locations across the
country); suggestions for your remarks; the brief agenda for the call; and a copy of
Bob Litan's briefing memo that provides background on HUD appropriations. Below I
will describe the genesis of the call.

Background

Housing and homelessness groups have been frustrated with a perceived lack of
attention and interest to housing issues by the White House. Last January, they were
unhappy with the HUD Reinvention Blueprint (which they saw as OMB-driven), and
more recently are frustrated by our budget strategy, which, as you know, due to its
focus, results in little or no mention of the housing and homelessness cuts.

This frustration was particularly evident and harmful after the final Recision bill was
signed. Advocates were excited that the President initially vetoed the bill, but then
were devastated at the final outcome (slightly worse for housing). Because of the
perceived lack of interest in housing at the White House, blame and anger for the
Recision cuts focused as much on the Administration as Congress.

The Washington groups are very cognizant that their real opponents are the
Congressional budget cutters. And I think they are beginning to feel that there is an
interest in their issues at the White House (they are meeting regularly with OMB;
Alexis and Gene have met with them; Carol will meet with them next week: they
requested a meeting with Panetta, but were regretted). But they are looking for
assistance in educating and mobilizing their grassroots network -- against the Hill
proposals in the short term and for the President in the longer term.

Given the required focus of the budget strategy and public comments, we have been
looking for other ways to communicate Administration interest and commitment to
the issues and constituency. Andy Hernandez of the DNC originally suggested this
conference call.






Suggestions for Opening Remarks:

Your remarks should be a general overview of the budget fight in Washington
(Bob Litan will later delve into the specifics of housing).

Your remarks can and should be partisan, framing the budget debate in terms
of the differences between Republicans and Democrats.

(This will help to focus the participants, all of whom will be liberal Democrats,
on the big picture and to emphasize that we are on the same side in this
budget fight. As I described in the memo, many housing advocates are angry at
the Administration for differences we have on housing goals. This conference

call is an opportunity to focus people on the bigger fight and on our common
goals.)

Your participation on the call will help to demonstrate that people at the
highest levels of the White House do care about their constituencies. But you
can reassure them with several points: They are part of the big picture at the
White House: their input and support is critical; and the White House supports
and is working with HUD in this fight.

Administration accomplishments in housing and homelessness:

® The Clinton Administration has made housing and community

development a top priority, despite severe budget constraints on all
Federal agencies.

° Federal homeless funding has nearly tripled under this Administration.
The President's FY 96 budget calls for $1.6 billion in funding to help
communities develop solutions to break the cycle of homelessness. The
House would reduce funding for HUD's homeless programs by 40
percent (8444 million) and cut another $30 million from FEMA's
Emergency Food and Shelter program.

. The President's balanced budget plan would add over 500,000 voucher
subsidies over the next ten years. Congressional proposals would slash
housing assistance at a time when the number of families with severe
housing needs has been rising.

@ Across housing and homeless programs, the Administration has worked
with communities to simplify administrative reporting requirements and
make federal funding streams work better -- while at the same time
ensuring that program goals are met.
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Louiga Stark
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nix, AZ 85007

602-253-6905

California

Jane

Graf

Mercly Charities Housing of
Califprnia

10284A Howard Street

San Hrancisco, CA 94103
415-487-6825

415-487-6834 fax

Ruth

Schwartz

Shelter Partnership
523 West 6th Street

Suite

616

Los Angeles, CA 90014
213-688-2188
213-689-3188 fax

Rob

Califi
926 ]
Suite

Wiener

brnia Rural Housing Coalition
Street

422

Sacramento, CA 95814
916-443-4448
916-447-0458 fax

And{f Raubeson

SRO

Housing Corporation

311 South Spring Street
Suite| 1110

Los angeles, CA 90013
213-229-9640
213-229-9677 fax

20825462483

Participants for White House Conference Call
Friday, September 22, 1995

Diane Spaulding

Non-Profit Housing Association of
Northern California

160 Sansome Street

Seventh floor

San Francisco, CA 94104

415-989-8160

Larry Gross

Coalition for Economic Survival
1296 North Fairfax Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90046
213-656-4410

213-656-4416 fax

Jan Bridenbach
SCANPH

3345 Wilshire Boulevard
Suite 1000

Los Angeles, CA 90010
213-480-1249
213-480-1788 fax

nne

Jim Horan

Connecticut Housing Coalition
30 Jordan Lane

Wethersfield, CT 06109
203-563-2943

203-529-5176 fax

Jim Boucher

Hartford Areas Rally Together
660 Park Street

Hartford, CT 06106
203-525-3449

203-525-7759 fax
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11:45

11:50

12:00

12:30

CONFERENCE CALL WITH HOUSING
AND HOMELESSNESS ASSISTANCE ADVOCATES

Friday, September 22, 1995
11:45 am -12:30 pm

Agenda

Opening Remarks

George Stephanopoulos, Senior Advisor to the President for
Policy and Strategy

Overview of Appropriations and White House priorities

Robert E. Litan, Associate Director for General Government
and Finance, Office of Management and Budget, Executive
Office of the President

Questions and Discussion

Adjourn



COpPY

September 12, 1995

MEMORANDUM TO ALICE RIVLIN

FROM: ALEXIS HERMAN
CAROL RASCO

RE: MEETING REQUEST

We write to request that you meet with a coalition of housing and
homelessness groups. This meeting would be very helpful in
giving encouragement to the housing and homelessness community

during the budget process and in solidifying our assurances of
support for them.

As you may be aware, the housing and homelessness groups have
been frustrated with the perceived lack of attention and interest
to housing issues by the Administration. In addition, they were
unhappy with the HUD Reinvention Blueprint, and more recently are
frustrated by our budget strategy, which, as you know, due to its
focus, results in little or no mention of the housing and
homlessness cuts.

These groups are very cognizant that their real opponents are the
Congressional budget cutters. They would like to mobilize their
constituencies against the Hill proposals in the short term and
for the President in the longer term. A meeting with you would
help them demonstrate to their constituencies that their focus
needs to continue to be on the Congress.

If your staff has questions, please call Doris Matsui (OPL,

6-2930) or Molly Bromstrom (DPC, 6-5561). Thank you for your
consideration.



THE WHITE HOUSE '

WASHINGTON

August 9, 1995
MEMORANDUM FOR ALEXIS HERMAN

FROM: Molly Brostrom
Domestic Policy Council

RE: Meetings with Homeless/Housing Community

I understand you are meeting with the National Alliance to end
Homelessness and other representatives of homeless and housing
groups tomorrow. Per Carol’s request, I wanted to let you know
of contacts that Carol, Jeremy Ben-Ami, and I have had with these
groups during our work on housing/homelessness. I am also aware
that several of the groups have met with Bob Litan at OMB. They
would like a meeting with Panetta; and per a request today, Carol
has agreed to meet with them next month. I have been in touch
with your staff about these meetings.

As you may have heard from them already, the housing and homeless
groups are frustrated that there has not been greater attention
to housing/homelessness at the White House, are concerned that
the President will not fight against the drastic cuts proposed in
Congress, and hate the HUD Reinvention blueprint. Given all of
this, they find it difficult to generate enthusiasm among their
constituencies for the Administration.

On the other hand, they all know that the Republican Congress and
the specter of a Republican Administration is much worse and want
to generate this enthusiasm -- in the short term, to fight
Congress and in the longer term, looking to 96.

The groups are beginning to understand the limits of what’s
possible on the housing budget front, given the size of cuts
proposed and the President’s need to focus first on his
priorities. However, the groups state that, in order for blame
for potential compromises to be directed at Congress and not at
the President, they need to believe they were given a chance to
give their pitch at the White House.

If you or your staff have questions, I work on housing and
homelessness for the Domestic Policy Council and am the White
House staff liaison to the Interagency Council on the Homeless.
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* AGORN

August &, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR: Choco Meza
FROM: Jerry Jones, ACORN

SUBJECT: Attendees for Alexis Herman meeting and birthdates

Gerald Jones:  (0)6) 5,2
Deepak Bhargava: (®)6) 5, -
Nan Roman:  (0)6) 502
Nancy Bernstine: (b)6) 0pz
Robert Adams:  )6) »,4

Mare Granowitter: (b))

CHOCO MeZA ©X6)
Fpwk BACCALE LA o® =

Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now
National Otfica: 739 8th Street S.E., Washington, D.C, 20003 « 202-547-2500 FAX 202-546-2483










hhi

wig
)

Stow-rentrunit AWtz -2 shor=

Study says
pend too much
‘on housing

spen

3y ROBERT SAIZ ROLSUN

AsSoCEeO Fress

smis's poor &2 spending mors than
£0 percent of eir income oo Bous-
ng, scoording 10 a sTaly r=zassk
Monday Yy g literal ressarch z=d
2ovocecy gTevT.

“les’y very Sisconesming Of-
vre,' sgid 24 Levers, author of &
ssudy easdusied by g Washingon

3 foe mm Duidrar sma
D.C.-Based Ceararon Budgst ens
Foljcy Pricrities,
 Tharmesns S Serzaz e it el
~eople 18 Waskizngion (si2ie) =350
Zsn's have szough maozey for fzed
ond othar mececernag, 't Lizere said,
sand it means thev're Raving 2
mmeke ough choicas zdowl Wit
saey Live and how ey live,'' ¢ -

- cAcsording o Ui gUOUR'S TguTEE,
7§ percent of very icw-inesm
wzshingon =iz rTmisry PEY Zoid

- an 30 persent of T
" re=t while 60 pe

haif their insome

reent oy

on housin

. In-2dditics, the Seatla-Tzoemme
meropdlima e hav s severs shen
age of affordabis housing uUniln
whrish is rsgporsitie Jor pushing
recixop,the study s2id. 0 T

In the mid-1370s, for ex=mp
thers were 1.2 reziers

uosubsidizad low-rent Wit WAk 2
" ghormage of roughly 7.000 unis, ==

1 " smudy eaid.<But 8, 1953," the: Seure
‘::d'ji‘.'__"‘u;)l'_?-‘._w-.?.s_."::'.::'s for evey

: ge of

< roughly.’48,300 2forcable wus ia -l

e mezopolisad eres, Ll il N
1. The s end Jocal fSgures wert s

accord with gzt
. r:lca's-'cd_bj_:hc

Tse center-feund that tatenwnie
the arly rwo lew-incoms
S il il

poor

mmiers ia 1863 foroavery low-
house or apErTnAnL
The reseerch group tasef i S

- T2 i T
BT 4 1 T mesw
el 0 Ly Fete bogd rgn=rL N ;993 =
. - cym e ) *
£ 3 =iliien low-reniumss, Inoee
s ragLl -
sub
cw i
.]
2 h
e

bnias _— it e,
L8 reporn cEnines ICW-LDT
remizTs 28 ol

§12,000 or iess in iFE2, TOL
soue! o the povery linefore s
of Zies. Low-reatunits 27e

witk remt 2nd uTiiny cosis il
3 - i me
—ers thzn $30C 2 meT, Sr a2l

campefs §12, 000 ermu2: ncom
The s ic mowsing 8

i ——
Eeliises-

. Waskingtpa Low in¢
Hovsing Nerwork, wiich mo7
‘smte and fedemz] housing poil
said the stucy's findings 272 ¢

saarwmasi

cially Teublng a L= of proe
cute i housing prograsss &o

sore CogErsss. -+ . -

. *Congressicral! coacis v
cesult i1, inersesed hardskiz

. more homelessnesss 1o Wast
2 3 tme whea the xe=d for &

* aeie-housing is greser W2R £
. g2id Krig Tewisza, netwolk <
o3 _l..:: Gyt et S ,_'.'.'_
Busse Nudey, chairedmad

- 'Washingion st Housing Fi
- Commiction, =i¢ the sncy £
izgs wese Dot 2 surprise.
-, **The mestage we'rs recs
om Congress is less mons
poor people. !l s23d NoLey.. -

-l AT

sle

-

- ande ey

P AT e

esimres hat 2

R



"‘"E:.LTJ‘...J" . s

u.s. s poor spen

"FU-C." Y}-*"'UuJ

dlng

Vare

too much for ho__uslng,

I TR

says advocacy group

>, The Azsceles Frﬁs

TON — An u=

WASEINS prece-
...... zcxofafforcdable housing i

I!

=22y POOr families ic spend
zlf their inecmes on rent,
s'-myb cndzybyaliy -
se_a:*“ and pdvacery sroup.
’.”:: '.'-E';\.,.. }".heCerxL.rc Buegd.

v Pricnides, found there
‘—é:“i 'e:.:'.} -wclcw-
=Y

AsCerenters

icr every low- -rent “c“ee or

Aresrdine Lo 'hﬁ "&‘BSL."C"" np
s study on 1993 Census
Sezv iz therewere 11 2 miilicn

' 1083 but just

W O _rcs_-.. ]

Similliczlowerentunits jasiuding
suns 'j houring, resulting in a
thorrieof 4.7 milliea homes ar
spzr—ezy, the widest gzp oo
Zyiompenaan i .B‘Ot__e'*ev‘e"e
5‘:.:*- Shrecter bhoyrsehside and 7.4

-'-F"*"t ""u-.. 2 surplus cf

Toe smuivsaid "*e E:.cus-:_-:g chem-
s gt2 ime ol growing pover
- meizntenznre pad utliry
it tnd a cecressing number of

Maae!

—-;-lu

S Mt

"a.. 30 pcr—*ent of Bousehold

a:e, the ceut.-.r taid, .

In 1883, the study's findires sug-
scst, {four out of Bve poar reniers
paid more than 30 percext of their
income for housing, snd L utof

.. Sve,oréd million spent at .eas:hal:‘
teirincomes co bousing
Lprere cnid the typical nen-poe

fazmily spe.nds 20 perzext of tte

‘.:cc":... saboueing v

'1

15 et

licle c"‘lelr)::::':z."":“n::o:as—
n:'.e.s.,’ lozaresaid :
The report delaes icw- ..:n-'"'e
senters &8s those with inccmes cf
g2, 'crics.stnl.m.‘”‘f“‘ requzl
= e povery line for 2 Z2oily of
et LoweT n.t"""'z:- these with
."c‘:.tv"""-T' 'eoststotalling ebeut
[X a2 "*"":h' or 80 pertent of 2
$12.00C zmnual L.:c_...e..

Rodert Rector a wellzre expen
with tkg conservagve ...e-'::..e
Fc unéatisg, d.lsccu..ted the studys

Endizgs, szying the resesrches co
..ct countalmostall welfare benelte

b G

znd 8 “Semendous amouss of moneT

"—Hhueir,,a:"* genT- py-dtrmed Pom the underpousds
sscmeneighbeorioode shd econcry when o

l.C'.I.IaL.l_g r?..udJ

._-.:a..'_:::::me.mo!r z-down bois |lneame. . :

= omre s
- ——

.

« Rectsr gald it's r:ct r;.-,::'.s;.qé

“iiw Tare -mi loce 'r'r-n"‘.t.:hla !_r thmn_a rmn_h:-uv“a_mm_.m

-—-.. G S JULITUL P [V WL LU

- e

end less prefizable for iten, a poor fami'y’s rect appeas
ma ':.2 neng: _nl‘.*u- high peapercentageafincoms,

—oome
Fecisr raid 1'5 ot :1.. msing._

'I‘“e cemterused _sf::."...g::.-.g-
shorage afiow-rextboye
noild gow el 4 fester Sute ..fc,._...

—5 scvmdered eftZeble presy makes lerge reducticns 1o

ring assictance for Jow-izcome

weng.trls
Ereboe *.T:'.-; le to lowsinze
TsmlIg I.‘ze-e,u:e‘tpo:"s asithe
S SNk I et
for :m&mﬂyu:.dw’ede‘-‘ﬂ:-
= &=z ifit consumes no mere Mencers

— —— .



1.2 Fdd JUL &7 T3 wor o

s&&c}fg&e@t?\w

DEP. —XRDIENT OF PMWEG“W @@xmm DEVELOP\IENT

Rocm 804 Couaty Adcinissmatien “"“0555‘55‘}-‘%

-y : s X 3 =4 ' Rezig L Olasca
i e B | oot

Directoc

The Seazla-Talamg Tetopolimn wea kas a

Sk ity
| Sevem sderage of eSordanle ¢ Scusing, which is

, _ S J
. ! ' ifgae A
/:Ffﬁ}f( _}é:;‘ 'jr }‘,,{/:f 17 ‘a?onraufunns::ﬂmcp,.besméymd-
T ‘n._sdey July 25, 1585 I ihe mic-1570s, for examria, thers weee 1.2
il kg r=aters for evey unsubsidized lowerear 3 snit,
wid 2 shormpe of Toeghly 7,000 un.rs,rhesmdv

' ' s said. But in 1963, te Szoe bod jumped 19 25

Grou ﬁnds reaters for every low-reot wmin, with 2 shom 20

7 \ of foughly 45300 aTorditla ot im e mezo-
pouw e

. ] - Tze. st.te 222 loogl “g"-s were in a:::_-.rrl
little housing  imsevier e

vc*':r..av The comrer fonnd that ﬂa"a"ﬁ"ce

g 5 "  thers wea z22cly ©=0 low-income remtary ia
for the poor 1963 Zx every lew-renz Soass or 2parc=ent.
. The rassesch Zoup besed its smdy on 1693
. Ca=ses Bureag dag whish showed there wess
112 =T5on Jow-Hocma — 7==3 3 1993 but jos

-Rent payments leave little §5 million lowrear 1ot fecieding subdied
ousing Ther m-**ﬁ .n z sI*c:::ag: cn‘4.7 miiileq

to spend on otker needs ) nc*as OF Zparmems, e widest g2o oo reeord
i g, & repory det‘.:es lcw-income reaters 24
eync:mm” HSLBUIN 'b:s... with incemas of $12.0C0 er Jess i 1953,
Assocztad Press Writer q soughly eqcal 10 tha pevey lme fora =Ty of

SEATTLE — Ca=tSesticn of some Delgt. thees: L:'-'.'-:"r oIS ats these with rest zad
Sorloods and the 2bandom=ent of fun—<own oStiny coss eRing =5 mere thea S300 2 Sozh,
uoues in ouac's i sopi=iusp g W areoord or 30 peTent of 2 §12 0C0 ==zl ipeame.

shorzge of alcrdable hovsing in Vr:sl::.“ﬂ“a Bosse Nedey, chatie ::; for the Washizg-
S elsewdare, & fesearch 2nd advocacy &op ¥ stare Housing Fracee Commission, s2id the

' ORYS, sly's .._:dl..gs FET 5ot 2 sorprise.

A stody ralesged yesizZay by the Wz.sbi:g- _ **The m:s:::ge We're rerai \...“,.r_m Congress .
ten D.C.-based Cezter 02 Sndge ad Policy is less mezey for poor pecrie.” sid Nudey, 2 :
Priotites fovad thar most of the stare’s poor e formes 2 Democrarin Sz representative £om
spexding mers Lw-"l B2l their iacome on heus- Vaocouver, “And whes ¥ou 2dd that o ans i -
-=§- ' ) welfars and Medicid. you'rs nking 2bout pao-

“Thas means 222 thers 20e 4 ot of people ia pie who zw2 not gorng 15 Bave 2y al.::*’c-.‘ci
‘YT "‘202 Who dtm T ;.z'iv'e &nnﬂ.gh mD!“Cy 1'01' 'TH: h-—!::! r-ub H Tae] -s crlv gau‘_:n.g worse
f°°"‘ Ld other pevessities.” szid s:.,dy avther and one day Peopie xe going 10 ack ‘Kow aid
‘t;.d.ah. r;;h Qi‘foﬁ"ig:zg ;?:f:g;_fg it B2ppen? 2ad for thesa of .s thet bave seen it

coming i” e tatot
Bow they fve. 8 1S premry Bemifying ™ she said.

According 1o the group’s figures, 76- pmz..z
of very Jow-income 1 Washington state renters
p3y roore than- 30 percemt of their income on
rent while 60 percent pay more then kalf thoir
mco'nc on bo...s::z




CTION c

YD

The Golumbus Dispatch
JULY 25,1995 m

. 1De Stee, wruch kes 59,447 pus-
lic bousing units, would take the
fourth biggest fimding kit fom the
Froposed erxs, which are heedad for
aﬂom'vuteintheHc::secfP.epre-

sertatives, according to 2n znalysis ey m = e
by ﬂ%:%r%?whﬁdnw Insiare fé*:anfn AN . -2 89,2007 55%:

. e spe:ﬁ—%‘” bﬂ! m.ﬂd C:: ;‘:;-ah--- e, 5 ER A :-:
gpending for the De?_s_v-:_ment of [ X5 @ Columbus 18,400 5'1"/ ]

4178700 S8% ..

Eousing and Urban Development
$5.6 bdlion, or 23 m@mmg ;

to 1995 spending. The Nartheast and e
Mdm hzn h&}f t.he ]"m" publ’jc + "“m it ..._:. ._-_\ T

housing and would suffer the mas.
., [Bep. John R Kesih chzireman
?f.dthe House Budget Commiuee, .
ended the GOP piang. “We need g |- SURVEY FINDING
dramasie revision in the way In whizh

we do public hotsing” Fasih R. |. . : n& I
Westerville, said yesterdzy, ; W- n :
The Northesst-Micwest Ines- |

tre's z‘.:ﬂys‘.g esSmetas theor Ohio :
would Jose $3£.9 mifon in fAmdine

[ ]
Eafesa = housing
milkon & operz2ting sunhsidise

In 1963, there were 6.5 milicn
low-income urizs gxd 11.2 million

o e e {00 scarce

In 19?0, there WETE more veil-
anle Jow-rent units — 7.4 milion —

Metro

then the 6.5 milion low-izacme fom. b ' The gap bewween. avelsbie 0w -
ties. : rerz bousing end the number o
The ks of s in e pivee people who need it is wider ten
gectar, coupled with 2 groming mom- ever, 2 natioral stady =ys fust e
ber of Jow-incame renters, mcieetes Cargress s considering cus In Sub-
=S ot o 2 iy i
8 need for incressed govermmorzl sidies for pub;c bousing agerges In
aasznce 0 keep the smzdon Som ) Ohio znd elsewnere. o
worsening, said Bl Feith, coreear There were aimost tWo low-in
= i - - o ‘.m_-
of the Cezlidon on Homelessness come Smilies in peed of lowren:
and Housing in Okio, 1086 N. Eigh hocsng far every umit that edsied, |
iousing in Ohio, 1086 N. Eish ng v ¢ =
S it acecrding to 8 ssudy besed on a 185
“These cmts wil ncresse the federal housing aovey.

Over the past 25_ye3:s1.f_‘~.e
number of low-rent unns ‘-::‘ﬁ‘de--
dined while the pumber of {nese
reedmg them h2s rises, gaid the

mmmmbmpubﬁcmd
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e ————— sdy by the Center of Buc‘.g:et ‘a_na
e : M Policy Prioricies, an orgenizadon
‘ R : thar Teviews government spending

: trat gifacts Jow-izcome people
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In Ohin, public bovsing ageades
would lose S‘:Psu.'f million in federal
money far meintenance and operet-
ing subsidies under culs recom-
mended by the House Apprepr2-.
n'ons"g-om. ftse
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HOUSING from 1C

assistex] honsing, resulling In displacement, increased
hoincleasness and greater Impoverishment,"” Faith snid.

The center’s study deflines low-income renters s
those with incomes of $12,000 or less in 1993, which is
oqual to the paverty line for a family of three. IL
condiders low-cost housing units as those wilth rent and
ulility costs of $:100 a month, which is 30 percent of a low-
income family's income, the federnl standand for housing
affordnbllity.

The study showed that 80 percent of the nation's
low-income renlers face housing costs higher than the
recomumended 30 peroent of Income. Inslead, 60 percent
of poor familles spend at least half their income on rent
and ulllities.

In Columbus, 76 percent of the low-income renters
were paylng mare than 30 percent of their Income for
rent and utilities, the atudy sakd.

It sald there wern 53,800 low-income ronters in

. Columbus, but only 36,000 low-oet rental units were

available, leaving w gap of 17,800.

Nationnlly, the avuilubility gap has resultesd I long
waiting lista for subsldized housing, as 1.4 million
familics were on wailing lisls for privately owned subsi-
dized housing arud 900,000 families were on wailing lists
for public housing. .

Isdward D, Larere, uuthor of the study, sald the
GOP spending plan being conskdered in the Ilouse will
make the gap even wider because it propoecs o stop the
modest expansion of housing vouchera, which help poor
families pay the rent on privately owned units.

Knyich said HUD, which runs federal houalng
programa, I8 In dire need of reforma Lo head off n
financinl catastrophe that would rival the savings nul
loan crisis.

Dispatch reporters Felix Hoover, Roger K. Lowe
- and Jonathan Riskind prepared thls report.
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Rent cost
gobbles up-

R |

indigent -

Hib

The Associated Press

Most poor reaters in Ohio spemi
more than half their income onr
housing, according to a study by a
research and zdvocacy group. ...

According to the report re-.
leased Mondzy by the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, 58.
percent of poor renters are speng-
ing more than half their incomes
on housing, szid the Coalition on
Homelessness and Housing iz
Okhio. The coaiition is a group of

rgznizations irving to end home-.
lessness and promote afforc:able
HOL.SL".g i

Seventy-three percent of poor
renters are gzving more than 30.
percent of their income on hous:.
ir\g, the coaliticn said.

The report 2!so said 75 percent
of poor renters have housmg prob-
lems. Those include paying 30
percent or more of their income.-
for housing, iving in overcrowded
housing or with zn mcor"'plete
kitchen or plumbing, the coalition_
said. R

The resezrch group based its
stucy on 1993 census data.

Robert Rector, a welfare spe:.
cialist with the Heritage '*-“ound;
tion, discounted the study’s find--
ings. He szid the researchers do
not count mest welfare benefits
and 2 “tremendous amount” of"
morey earned from the under-"
51'01.:'d econommy when calculzting
u:l”"u..'v Income. i’

The repor: defines low-income
renters as these with incomes of
$12,000 or less in 1993, roughly
equzl to the poverty line for a3
family of three.
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TVOM STATT AND WIRE AT YORTS

WASHINGTON — An unprece-
. dented lack of alfor dnble housing
' is forcing many poor, fnmilies to

v spend al least hall their incomes

+n rent, accor (hnp to a study re-
leased )'eatcrdny by a liberal re-
search and advocacy group.

The report, by the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities,
found there were nearly two low-
income rventers In 1993 for every
low-rent house or apartment.

G ;

Accovding 1o the research
Jroup, which based its study on
1993 Census DBuareau data, theve

were 11,2 million  low-income
renters in 1993 but just 6.5 mil-
lion low-rent units, Including sub-
sidized housing, resulting in a
shortage’ of 4.7 million homes or
apartments, Il:c widest gap on re-
cord.

Dy wmpnrlson, in 1970 there
were 6.5 million renter house-
holds and 7.4 million low-rent
units, a surplus of $00,000.

The report defines low-income

renters as those with incomes of

$12,000 or less in 1993, roughly
cqual to the poverty line for a

[Lamily of three. Low-rent. unlits

are those with rent and utliity

%Pom spend half of income on housing .-

costs totaling no more lhnn ﬂ[}{) a

"month, or 30 per_t.cnl of a$12, 000

unmml Income.
In Cleveland, the study showml

there were 86,100 families with.
irearly lncmncﬁ below. $12000,.
)

but only 64,600 units with afford-

able monlhly rentals of $300 or -
less. It found that 34% of those.
" families live In’ publicly: subsi- -
dlzed housing, but 55% are lorced.
to spend at least hall lhclr Incomc'

on housing.

Housing is conshlercd nﬂ'ﬂrtln-
ble for a low-income family under
federal standards if it consumes
no more than 30 percent of house-

“hold income, the center said. -
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West - Dallas public houslng resident Patsy Vite
says wx Whe could not afford to pay more for rent.

e ' | Gl;zi]&uzm?[nrnhmﬁt]uﬁ

HUD cuts would hike rents, study says

Aid recipients fear increases beyond their means

By Craig Flournoy
Sef] Wilsre of Tho Dadlas Mcaning Fews

Pntay Flie ralscy two sons on an Income of $180 a
month,

Becaune she Hves in public housing, she pays only
$£12 a wonth for her threoldroom apartinent. The
government pays the rest of the rent and also pays
moat of her utility bills, which can run as high as $50
a month.

A bl pendlng In Congress wounld Increnso her
rent and utllity coms by at least 345 a month, accord-
Ing 10 an analysls by the US. Department of Housing
and Urban Development.

Ms. Flie, 42, who hns diabetes and high blood
preasure and lives o an apartinent in the West Dallas
pubilic housing projoct, sald she cannot afford such a
drawmatic cost increase.

“You can'l Just jump up and take something that

people don't have,” sald Ma. Fite as she 100k a break
fromn housework and gared at a barren area linered
with broken glass. “If [t happens, my family would be
homelesa I'm struggling hard now Just to make I.”

Hundreds of thounsands of famllies across the coun-
iy soon will find themaelves facing the game (Hight i
Congress approves a hill 1o cut federal housing spend-
ing, according to 1HUD studles.

Supporters say the cuts, already spproved by a
House committee, are long overdue.

“I'iere 18 an awful lot of wasto In the HUD budgel,
and we can more efficlenty dellver housing mervices
than the current structure does,” sasd Rdward Glles-
pie, » Washington, D.C., spokesman for House lu,lorl-
1y leader Dick Armey, R-lIrving.

The 1996 spending bill, which Is expectsd to be
voled on by the full House in the next few wecks,
Please see 1HIUD on Page 10A.
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Ehe Dallas Mornivg Xers

Contizped om Pu-e 11A
would

dremas=ally overtin! the nsdon’s
fecderal houxing ag==cy.

Spending m.:‘. be recioced by
7 percent, the deepest CTt S HLD'S
X-year kisiory, There wo=id be o
rew money for rext subxdy cerifl
cates, which allew poor fa=!les to
Live iz privately owzed :,-u‘“e...:,

Morey to honse the eileriy, W
disablad and those witk 4SS wcmd
be cut almost i half Similer cuts

would be made [0 mozey to TpgTade
peblic bousing projecs.

The bl also wooid do gwey wilh
2 25yeanold provision toat ceps
tenact rests &t X0 percect cf “‘ﬂ;r
{ncoms. Instsad “*""-; :':ho
tes would keve other cpons, eac
of which world {ocresse wiat Le:.':-
[3-%. pa‘:’.

—t=rectona I-“ sTr workwesl &t
the federal minizu= wage. Or the
could charge teczzis a 550 =izl
mum monthly rest plus the [tll
comt of their udlines

Iz Texzs, that woruid meza thet
meore then 60,000 fa=ilies’ housing
payzents weoid {ccrezse by an
aversge of §1,047 a-cuelly, accorc-
=g tc 8 HUD azalyms.

Mery McFall, 56, who bes lived
for eight years st e Wes: Dalles
project with her three sons, 52iC she
could not afford such zn incresse,

*“That would be terTidle” xz2id
Ms, McFz{l who Lves on $447 in
mozthly disabllity peymezts. ]
wotrldn be able to pey iL”

e
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PROPOSED HUD

BUDGET CUTS
IN DALLAS

A U.S House =cmmites
resenily valel il 20 e

Housing &< J=2n
Zezca~ments
sercenl The
char shows ow salies would
be aHecies oy so—e of the &S,

Deveiopment
199% hussz by 27T

T !

-t

-3

(in mili:

$28 533

1888

tEes

SOURCZE .5 Jema=—ex ¢ hovey
3 Ut

T Dl Mening New

Crides seid e cu would bave
devastatcog eflsc's ca the elderly,
the cisabied 22l chiidred — those
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HUD cuts would increase rents
for public housing, study shows:

-

l-l

jeast able to tzks care of tSem-
pelves.

“We will iocreesin gJ look like a
T(d Werld county,” said Sandy
Follizs, executive director of the
Texes Tecazts’ Unlon

Ms Roilizs jeined with publie
Sousing tezxezts and otlen 1" cos-
docting & demonziration early Mon-
day aternocs at Mo, Armey’s Inisg
cifize ’

“Weere ssk:..; him to oppose B
" Ms Rollins said

That woz't happen, Mr. Ghea:p
s2id.

Nr. Arzey suppo.':; the cuts, };“..:ﬁ
Gilespie sad. Tae spokegman 2T,
diszissed txe HUD repiat that sars
"me cuis would force bundreds of
thousands of faxilies to pay nignill-
caztly mere meaey for housing.

If t=e culs are made and bis rext
is increased, TyTone Lovelace said'\
tc move out of the Weso

-

T

e n‘:a “.'

L -
ne plzos

Dalzs prsject

(= levelaze — who is merTied,
%25 three chiidren and works full-
=—¢ — wotld be missed by bus.
(-iepds and neighbors.

But the fvearold priater, who
aireacdy peis 5250 @ month for Lis
spamimert 2t the West Dalies pro
sect, said he will not accept acy rect
incresse vzl the governmert pro-
n..es Y= with better housing. 1
“All zight long you bear guy
shots, 224 drugs are everywhere,”
ke said. “] would rather pay $340 or
$350 where | can heve ceniral ax
and he:L 1's just not worth it t:
sy .

o
in

(4]
(]
n
af

. 4
(S}



45 nllhon ]cv: re,.l '”'u*s S——

T

just €.5 millisn icwre
gized hougihg fescitiay i

‘g time o!’ g“w-" ;

Aﬂordable
~housing -
lackmg

A research grovp finds 11.2 mil 1.on
low-Income renters {n 1993 cr'd
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WISHINGTOK — A wiprecedented leck of e 50rd-
able hm.s'-:g is loroing =any poor.fdmiliés 4o
5:»-:.-1 atleast belfthain i-,:.s-.'.e.! cnrenfecsed-
ing to a study Meonday by & Ubersl resea™r nd
8 c-ca"\ FagelijeN 1‘_'-"_..'_ - ) . '-_,.:-; TA

The report, bvibe
Prorites, found thet Lere were

—. b
;.u.C ik TENLETS

or gpariment.! .o ] :

- Azcording L tie reseanch group, whidh basad
it siudy on 1632 Census Bureau ¢
were 112 miliics iow-in :

..-.:.. n..= -

Lion ho:.es'cr BRECIE L, 1
Bv ..o:'.".pr_—x... o;in j :
._....t.- househcice an
surplus Df 9"*’ -"-‘-.

""‘e 348

a.'ld L...uq“ I.QS £ L‘ﬁ
low-rent homes due in

‘-@
FELEL
&‘
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some reighborhoods &nd (he sbanconment of
run-gown houses inglherg ™ »——s o= g
“1¢'s Jess-endTecs"prThiobla for leddlords (o
mainiein and run housing thal's e¥orcziia o
Jow-income pecpie,” s2id D5 Lezere, the Tepuns
puthorn 1
Housing is ecnsidersd efordzble for 2 jow-

.. Ancome family under ledernl standarde if i cea-
sumes rrr ‘more than 22 percent of housensid
income, the cenler czid R

In 193, the vt.l:_\ ‘8 :’..-.:.:-'s suggest, four cut
of Eve poor reniers paid more than 3C persent of
their income for housing. &nd three 02t of five, o
4.1 million, spezt at jeest hell their incomzs on
bopsipg. " - P

Lezere said the Hpize! non-poor family s,.»

20 percent of ils income en housin :

“The ievere and worsening r.hor‘.age of 1~a.'
cost housing is f"::.g T28t poor rentesy o pzy
Loo much of their inczme cn houeing, legving ¢ t20
little of their Incorme for o\er receseiiies.”
Larere s=id.. (", ; S

The report” defines lownincome renters .-=§
those with Incomes of 312,000 or ]es.-,' In"1e43,

roughly equzl’ls ke ravery llne fer g 2~y of.
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roughly equal'ts tha povery. line for g family of.
‘three. Low-rent uniis are those with renrand
ulility costs totelling no maore than &300 1 monLh.
or 30 percent afas 30) annual income. =t ,.;

Fobert Reclor & wellare expert with the cont
servative Herilage Foundstion, discounted the
study’s fndings, s=ying the researchers.do not
count almost &ll welfare benefits and a “trement
+..dous amount” of me oney earned {rom the under$
. ground economy u..en calcuLaLr;g farmly
income. R, ‘ e e b

Rector said ft's rot. :" nsing, thens hat n :

poor {nmibr’a nn: r-pe.l. lzh, u 8 pe.f‘ygnhg! '
~ of income, < v il N, x
_~ The cen(.hr Lsed its’ hndmgs to mgge:;l the

~ shortage of low-rent housing would at a
 faster rate UC:mg-ess makes lirge reductions i in
housmg assistance for Jow- income mthm** 'g
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Poor in S L.

area find

rentals in short supply

- 1.4 renters for every unit
. available. But situation in
- other polled cities is worse.

'By Loe Davidson

Deseret News Washingion correspondent

WASHINGTON — For every
three Jow-income renters in the
Salt Lake metro area, only two
jow-rent units are available, 2 na-
tional housing survey released on
Monday says.

That is forcing more low-income
people into unaffordable housing
— and making them spend less on
other necessities, according to the
Center on Budget and Policy Prior-
ities, a Washington research

up.

Federal gmdeh.nes cons1der
housing unzffordabie if a low-in-
come family spends more t.han 30 .4
percent of its income forit.” i

But 72 percent of poor Salt Lake :

renters spend that much ormore, |
and a whopping 43 percentspend |
-more than hzlf of -‘.heir income on

housing. .
Bad as that may seem, the study
says the Salt Lake metro area is

- still in about the best shape of the
- 44 largest metropohtan areasiz - E
' the pation.. .-

For example the Sa.]t I.ake area

" had the lowest percent of low-in-

come renters who spend more than ¢
half of their income on housing. |

RENT
Continued from B1

income on housing, the typical

poor renter now pays 60 percent. :

he said.

He said with such findings, Coa-’

gress should rethink proposals

now advancing through commit- '

tees to reduce federal housing as-

sistance progrars.
“For 20 years there has been a

bipartisan understanding that the -
crisis in affordable housing was so -

great that the number of families
receiving rental assistance needed
to be increased each year just to
prevent the problem from worsen—
ing,” Lazeresaid - *T.

“The pending legislation wouid
diminish federal housing assis-

- tance even as the supply of private

affordzble housing is shrinkdng.™
The affordable housing shortage

" would worsen, setting new rec-

ord.s " he said.

His smdy said about 28 parcv_nt

of poor renters in the Salt Lake

area —ar 7,700 reaters~livein

subsidized housing.

LT T
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HEHOUSEwiHvotetlﬁsweekonabﬂIto
cut housing subsidies for the poor. The vote
-°COMes as a new report suggests that the
houmgproble.msofmepooraremrsenmgmew

Ioqupornerenters get no subsidy, and more than
érppayipgmorethanhalftheirincmnminrent.
The:housing appropriations bill would accentuate
the: problem. To balance the budget in seven years,
Cq:mmhashnposedﬁghtcapsondommﬁcappro-
m,dmmethpmgmmemsﬁmte
10-percent. To stay within the caps, House appropri-
ators have canceled further

bit; the'tenants’ share up,

Housing Secretary Henry Cisneros has said the
cuté would be disastrous. The president, however,
h@L@wde that he too wants to balance the
budget. How might the two positions—spend and
ané_:bereoondled?OnewaywouldbeaShiftin

e o e :

Housing Squeeze

priorities. While making these deep cuts in housing
programsandthebudgetoftheEnVironmental
Protection Agency, the appropriations bill makes
almost none in ve ’progmmsandthebudgetof
thespaneagency.'l‘heburdenoouldandought'tobe
spr&dwt.Mr.Clinton,however.hassaidﬁlreoent
monthsthathenomorethantheappropdators
wants to cut veterans’ programs. < _
Asecondalta'na&vewouldbetostretchmtthe
budget-balancing process. The president favors that:
hesaidagahymte:ﬂaythatlﬂymwoulddoas
weﬂassevenandwmﬂdobviatesomeaftheslmm
cuts the Republicans propose (though he didn’t
mentionhousing;themtsheismaldnganissueof

arethoseinhmlthmre,edumdon,trainingand

environmental programs), Do
Athitdaltemativewozﬂdbetoreachintothose
partsofthebudgetthatthepartimhave.forpoliﬁmj
reasons, exempt. One of the reasons the
wtsindomaﬁcappropriatimshavetobesod&pis
thatnocuts.ambemgplannedmﬂleﬁ_fthdthe

rett'remtbeneﬁtstogether. for good measure, with
theindexedfmtlmofthetaxcode,mdyoupidmp
asinhofthemoneyneededforabalanoedbudget.
'I‘hat'sthewaytogettothegoalwithwtdoﬁxggrmt
programmatic damage: Broaden the base, They
ought to think about it. ‘
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Brenda King, who is seeking subsidized housing, sits in her Dorchester apif&&bntf'iﬂth.‘daughters. Saquanna, 5, and Sade, 9.

+h

" GLOBE PHOTC / DUMING C1iAVEZ

Low-rent, low-income plight worsens

By Michael Grunwald
(;LOBE STAFI*

At a time when housing assistance for
the poor faces massive cutbacks, i new
gtudy has found the nation wircady plagued
by a record shortage of affordable housing.

There were 11.2 million low-income rent-
ers in 1998 but only 6.5 million low-rent
units, according to 4 study to be released
toduy in Washington by the liberal Center
on Budget and Policy Priorities. In large
part because of that shortfall, three of every
five poor households spent at least half their
income on rent and utilities that year, the
Center found. '

The rhortages ure as dire in suburbs as
in cities, and affect as many whites as minor-
ities, according to the study, “In Short Sup-
ply: The Grawing Affordable Housing (Gap.”
The numbers for Massachusetts and the

national service and school lunches, has been
silent ibout housing cuts.

The 1louse plan would climinate 36 HUD
programs, raise the maximum rents for ten
ants in assisted housing and stog HUD from
jssuing new rent certificates or insurifig new
multifamily developments. It would also
make dramatic cuts in public and subsidized
houging, elderly housing, housing for people
with ATDS and homeless grants. The point,
Repubhlicang say, is not to attack the poor,
but to pare & perennially wastelul agency.

US Rep. Rick Lazio, Republican of New
York, said the affordability shortage illus-
trates the fwlure of American housing poli-
cy: 4 million houscholds get federal assis-
tance at an cver-increasing cost, but more
than twice as many eligible families get
nothing. “There's obviously great need out
there that far outstrips our resources,” said
Lazio, chairman of the housing committee.

UL~ Bta Nl dha lattame Wa nand (0

have heen diagnosed with lead poisoning.
She has been on waiting lists for subsidized
housing for three years, with no end in sight.

King hates to admit. it, but she would
have cven more trouble affording her leaky,
mice-infested upartment if her 5-year-old
daughter, Saquanna, had not. been diag-
nosed last year with sickle cell anemia. The
disability payments come to $400 a month,

“We'd have no way of surviving without
that,” King said. “As it is, we burely make
ends meet.”

It is not just urban black women like
King who luce daunting affordubility prob-
lems. The Center found that 51 percent of
the poor renters who pay more than half
(heir income in housing are white. The prob-
lem was as prevalent in suburbs as in cities.

Dane ('Hary, 82, quit his job in a book-
store after his partner was diagnosed with
AIDS in March. After using up their savings
within a month. the counle began paying the




Boston metropolitan area, compiled wiln
slightly older data, were mostly in line with
the nauon.

Activists warned that the poor will be
squeczed even hurder if Congress slashes
the UUS Department of Housing and Urban
Development. Last week, a House subcom-
mittee cut $7 billion from HUD’s 326 billion
budget for 1996, and the Senatc psssed a bill
that rescinds more than $6 billion from
HUD’s budget for 1995,

“The study shows we may have mass
ch#os on our hands,” said Aaron Gornstein,
director of the Bustun-based Cltizens Hous-

“ing and Planning Association. “The need for
affordable housing is greater than cver, and
we're going the opposile direction.”

Republicans say a balanced budget will
require deep cutx in entitiement programs,
and, they contend, ITUD's history of corrup-
tion and mismanagement has made it a
prime targel. They also note that President
Clinton, who has denounced plang to slash

TVIRHL HUW, JUE JIRL LG IV e 17w sinnss v
rcethink how we do this. And we nced to
think hard about the budyet.”

The Center's report, an analysis of the
Census Burcau's 1993 American Housing
Survey, found that the typical poor house-
hold pays 60 percent of its income in hous-
ing, versus 20 percent for the typical non-
poot family. (The Center defined low-income:
renters as those with annual incomes of
$12,000 or less. 1L defined low-rent units as
thoge costing no more than 30 percent of
that, or asbout $300 & month.) The Boston
metropolitan area had 130,000 more low-in-
come renters than low-rent unitg; the only
larger gaps were in New York City and Los
Angcles.

Rrenda King, 27, lives with her four chil-
dren in a1 Lwo-bedroom apartment on Corona
Street in Dorchester. She gets $668 a month
in welfare; her rent is $550 a month, plug
utilities. Her landlord has been cited for 40
ende vivlations, and all four of her children

$550-a-month rent for their Somerville
apartment with emergency subsidies from
AIDS Action. The subsidics expire in Au-
gust. “We live from hand to mouth,” O'Hara
said. “I asked him the other day if he was
feeling well enough to skip medicutions for 4
woek, 80 we can buy better food. It’s horri-
ble.”

Bruce Katz, HUD chief of ataft, said cuts
proposed for his agency are part of a larger
Republican war on the poor. He warned that
concrrent. cuts in welfare, food stamps, nu-
trition programs and disability payments
will add to the pain, “Congress is moving in
exactly the wrong direction,” he said in an
interview. “It's just an all-out assault on the
social safety net. They're singling out the
poor.”

Lazio gaw things differently. “Right now,
a lot of peaple want ta abolish HUD,” he
said. “Tf 1 were thom, I'd see the glass as
half full.”

——
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by Ethan Michaeli :

Warning that cuts to public-
housing: proprams will increase
homelessness  and worsen
poverty in the city and across
the nation, housing advocates
here Monday released a new
:tindy which shows that the sup-
plv ol affordable apartments has
dwindled even as the need has
nrged. ]

Events such as the heat.
related  deaths of nearly 500
people in recent weeks, officials
with  the Statewide Housing
Action Coalition maintained, arc
evidence that the nation’s afford-
able  housing  stock  has
deteriorated both in quality as
well as quantity.

SHAC Executive  Director
Judy Meima said the sharp
decline in the availability of
affordable apartments as well as
cscalating costs for poor home-
owners had left some of the city's
poorest residents — including
senior  citizens with  fixed
mceomes — with fewer resources.

Without funds to purchase

»

Coalition says lack of affordable
apartments make cooling difficult

and  air conditioners or
nike  home  improvements,
Moeima said many poor residents
e unprepared  for extreme
woenther conditions.,

“T'hese were people living in
chlapidated housing with little
money to buy fans,” Meima said
ol the heatwave's victims.

“A lot of the issues affecting
lo-ver-income people are housing
roated.”

“In Short Supply: The Grow-
e Affordable Housing Gap,”
rileased nationally by the Cen-
te and Budget Priorities, found
that the availability of affordable
apartments went frem abun-
dince to shortage in the past two

s

decades. While the number of

low-mcome renters increased
from 6.5 million in 1970 to 11.2

million in 1993, the number of
available low-income apart-
ments declined from 7.4 million
units to 6.5 million units.

In Chicago, the study found
that only 142,100 units were
available for 259,000 poor
renters, a shortage of 117,000
units.

The study blamed the decline
on a dwindling commitment
from federal, state and local gov-
ernments to provide housing for
the poorest Amecricans as the
private market shifted to more
upscale rental units.

The shortage of available
rental units has led many poor
Americans to spend increasing
proportions of their income on
housing.

In Chicago in 1991, 81 per-

cent of low-income renters paid
more than 30 percent of their
income in rent. Sixty-one per-
cent — or 63,700 individuals —

paid more than 50 percent of

their income in rent. Only 33
percent of Chicago’s poor renters
were able to find subsidized
housing.

Nationally, three out of every
five poor renter households —
4.1 million renter houscholds —
spent at least one-half of their
incomes on housing, while the
typical poor renter spent 60 per-
cent of his/her income on
housing in 1991.

Low-income homeowners
were not immune from the
shortage of low-income housing.
Making up approximately 40
percent of the nation’s poor, close

oor housing, heat deaths linked?

to one-half of poor homeowners-
spent more than 50 percent ol
their income on housing.

The study's relcase was timed
to coincide with a debate in the
U.S. Congress over sizable cuts
to federal housing programs.
Because Illinois contributes few
dollars to housing outside of fed-
eral funds, Meima said cuts to
federal housing programs woull
have a tremendous impact on
Chicago’s housing situation.

Public housing would particu-
larly suffer as government
agencies are forced to choose
between maintenance and u
forced reduction in the number
of their tenants. Predicting that
public housing agencies will
move out tenants only reluc-
tantly, Meima said the shortages
will fall most heavily on already
strapped maintenance funds.

“They will have to choosc
between evicting tenants or cut-
ting back on maintenance.”
Meima said. “Then we'll have
even more uninhabitable units.”
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Homeless
problems
growing?

Q-C women say local

shelters are too full

f-a4-98"
Bt 2502

ROCK ISLAND — The shoitage
of affordable housing has hit
record Jevels, a o a
study by & natkmal advoescy

group.

Homelss Quad-Uitles women
tried to Ulustrate the national
problam Jocally by descrtbing
thelr efforts to kesp » rool ever
their children's heads at @ presa
confererce this morning.

e

This le the saddest
state of affairs I've
over, evey had to
dead with.'
Temwa Fakbum,
Project NOW
shaiter coordinetor

Howeier, their testimonials
were interrupted whin one
woman began eobbing with fus-
tration end despalr,

Projet NOW brought the
woment fopether to fllustrate the
Quad-Citiss' 5 in low-in-
come housing, which the agmey
says isata crisle stags.

““Thia Is the saddest state of ar-

with,” sadd Terrs Fairburn, Pro-
Joct NOW's shelter coordinator.
“We opened Sojourner Hoane, &
shelter for singlh women, in
June, and it's already fufl and has

8 kng wajting lst.”

One client 1as been m the liat
since June and s still elght
nxmed from the oy, aha sadd.

- Lealis Lisonbes soon will have
to move herself and ber children
outof House when she
reaches the residential Bmit of 80

dsys,
"I'm golng t0 have to get & sec-
gﬁ.m jobweol can af-

from § asn. t0 2 a.m. svery day.
children, butl ﬂ'iuh:lwm l:{

W]
ol todo.” -

waich them when you're always
at work?"

She sees homeless fends 1h
Rock Iiland break Into aban-

. “Thens this puts
thensighborsat risk,” sae

Flenty of vacant bulldings are
uvﬂh&mmmbm‘

“You bear falks say, ‘Oh, they
should get a job, maybe they're

PLEASE SEE § HOUSING, A2
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 probably have bad credit. too, by

P HOUSING o

FROM PAGE A1 At times Project Nowh’u told
. these women wark, the bousing cemplenss. Rave m
e ot sl to workl But yor SParament readied fo cncgars
what these peoplego 0% S0 Mok
have no idea It “n!w:uu;g
: hire professionals to come in a
Is pre to make clu.lnllfue apartments than to
‘“’f Mm&'ﬁﬁ" per (0 B0c
It eaperT 0 80c-
sﬂnlngauhmhu&mgs mlﬁl "ty Than leaving women on the
tenance and upkesp WC  sireets untl! they or thetr chil-
housing. Ms. Pairburn sald the g 00 wosnd yio n n hospltal emer-
: gency room, Me. Fairburn seld.
“With the funding we've gol We [ ife on the wreet js very hard
up,” she seld. physically,” Ms. Falrbum said.
‘We see kids wind up In the
make cuts? If Gongrass omergency room from dehydra.
tion.

The shortage of alfordable
pevig- AT housing mtb;u%lhli record lev-
Buresiracy e gla in 1993, when there wire near:
less problem, Ms, Fatrburn sald. 1y two Jow-inoome renlers for
Whlf?m ghelter & full to over- aeyery low-remt house or apart.
flowing, the Clty of Rock I&land  ment, amrding.ta A study by a
ﬁ fil end sdvocacy

e - bl e
Boo. whieh e h:i: P Thy Center on Budget and Poli-

centpins vacancy rate for years. Priorities omducted the stady.
,"%Mm for group says the lack of hous-
apartments and b be  inghas mmmoormten
oauss they had an mpaid utlllty to spend st lenst half their in-
bill or bad credit,” Ms, Fairburn  pomas om housing. :
FLIIIOE el
it. They're and advocacy group. 3
nood to be rewritten she pald

slons were based on U. § Census
dats,
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Low-income
housing in
short supply

Proposed cuts called
a danger to the poor

By Flynn McRoberts

TRIRUNE STAFF WRITER

The yawning gap between the
supply of affordable housing in
Chicago and the number of fam-
ilies who need it could grow
wider soon, according to a study
released Monday as Congress
considers substantial cuts in
federal housing programs.

In the Chicago metropolitan
area, 259,600 low-income renters
were competing for 142,400 low-
rent apartments in 1993, said the
study from the Center on ludg-
et and Policy Prioritics Na-
tionwide, there were 11.2 million
such renters for 6.5 million
units.

Those figures, from the 1993
American Housing Survey. are
the result of a “dramatic drop in
the number of unsubsidized low-
cost housing units in the private
market and a growing number
of low-income households,” ac-
cording to the report released
by the Washington, D.C.-hased
center.

But that disparity likely will
grow, affordable-housing advo-
cates contend, if a number of
federal budget-cutting proposals
are approved. Those changes,
whicl the full House is sched-
uled to vote on soon, range from
major cuts in public housing
funding to killing a program
aimed at helping enforce fair-
housing laws.

If passed, the Chicago Housing
Authority alone would lose a
total of $78 million from the $321
million it received this fiscal
year to operate and fix up its
40,000-unit system. Such cuts
likely would mean reductions in
the authority’s bureaucracy, but
residents know they will be hit
as well.

“Mostly it's going to affect us.
You're going to be short on your
supplies [to fix apartments], or
to just get stoves and refrigera-
tors when they break down,”
said Beatrice Harris, 56, a resi-
dent leader at CHA's Wentworth
Gardens.

“We knew the cuts were com-
ing. Ve just have to find other
money or something to try to
make ends meet,” she said.
“Maybe we can find some pri-
vate money. But we have to do
something.”

Department of Housing and
Urban Development officials

SeE HousIng, PAGE 4
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lambasted the Republican-spon-
sored changes, which include
charging residents of public and
subsidized housing a $50-a-month
minimum rent (plus utilities), as
an example of using the poor to
pay, for defense spending and tax
cuts.

“They’re funding it by truly
making life miserable for millions
of Americans whose only crime is
that they’'re poor,” said Edwin
Eisendrath, the HUD secretary’s
representative for the Midwest.

The proposal to set a minimum
rent would affect 2.3 million fami-
lies living in public housing or re-
ceiving Section 8 rent subsidies,
HUD estimates. Their average
monthly rent increase would be
$83. Ten percent of CHA house-
holds pay less than $50 a month in
rent, according to the CHA.

Another Republican proposal—
among those passed last week by
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee-——would suspend for one
year a provision that since 1969
has kept tenants' rent at 30 per-
cent of their income.

Republican lawmakers have
said the changes are needed to
trim wasteful spending at the
agency. In a few rare cases,
though, the Republican proposals
match some of the goals HUD has
been pursuing.

For instance, the House
Appropriations bill sets a ceiling
on rents for employed residents of
public housing. That would help
address a common complaint
among tenants, who say they are
punished for seeking work be-
cause their rent goes up with any

outside income they earn.

Even critics of the Republican
plans note that ceiling rents-
would be a positive step. “It helps
to stabilize the neighborhood” by -
retaining working families, said

Judy Meima, director of the State-

wide Housing Action Coalition.

But Meima said the push to in-
clude more working families in
public housing “puts more pres-
sure on the poorest of the poor
and leaves them nowhere to go.”

Another concern of affordable-
housing advocates is a move to re-
scind a measure guaranteeing re- .
placement of every demolished -
public housing unit. ,

Combined with HUD’s plans to '
raze some public housing high-
rises, the replacement rule’s dem-
ise has some advocates worried .
that the amount of affordable
housing will only shrink further.

And that will limit the effec-
tiveness of one of HUD's proposed
solutions —providing more Section
# subsidies, according to Aurie
Pennick, president of the Leader-
ship Council for Metropolitan
Open Communities.

“That only works if there is a
supply. Even taking away the
issue of racial discrimination,”
she said, “we have families
looking for -apartments now who
found units, but they'd have to
come up with $200 or $300 month-
ly out of their own pocket.”

Their search could become even
more difficult: Another Republi- -
can proposal would cut off fund-
ing to non-government agencies
that help enforce fair housing .
laws. i

“Without that funding, it's
doubtful that minority families
who encounter discrimination will
know where to go to seek re-
dress,” Pennick said.
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Record Shortage :
Of Low-Rent Umts
Is Detalled Here

By Amy Pray ) =

. Of the Post-Dispartch Sui 2t

Mn:epoormphthucurmdn& Lows ares have
trouble finding affardsble and the majority who

doﬁnaitspendmuthnw rumuen:eul.:m :

report says.

The report utimltu that the area is ahort ahoul '

28,300 low<ost rental units — enough to house thy
population of Kirkwood.

The study’s findings come as Congress debates cutting
next year's housing budget by $7 billion. The budget
Wm:l up for a vote in the House of Representatives.thig
wee

The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities issued l.ﬁe
report Monday and said it found similar problems
timtham mhon Thae center is » nonpro6it orgam:d

on that t spending, promxm
policy issues aﬂmﬂm America

Dahfmducaamkmuhmmn Houging
Survey showed that in 1993 there were twice ay min
low-income fnm.liu for houuns as there d
lowsrent units gvaila between supply B
demand is the sualett mu 197 the Center re
Low-income renters are those with incomes of ‘
ot;:lcu. ormuh!nquﬂtcdwmrtvllu fora

ee.

The dlderly, AIDS pwmu. the muily ill and:

“
L)

%ll

cuts, said [aura Barrett of Hovsing
Comes Furst — a statewids, 70-
member coalition of labor organiza-
tions and sdvocacy groups -fighting
the cuts. The group includes the
League of Women Voters of Miss-
ouni, St. Louis Building Trades Coun-
¢il and assorted tensnts’ associgtions.
““Shelters or the streets — neither
is an alternative to tdequue hous-
ing,” Barrett said. '"We can't balance
the budget ou the I:uh of the poor-
est people in oyr azea.”
GlomGenchlivedmthoSt Louis
streets for three years in the eatly
19805, after a divorce sud mental
health problems. She found a low-
rent apartment in 1984 and started
college. She zaid hovsing had given
her a stable environment and a sense
of belonging. but she worries that
others might not be 3o lucky.
‘‘Without 8 home. you lose your
chance at being successful,” Gerich
said. “You really lose your chance at
a m'll
Low-rent unitas are those with rent
and Ut.m'ly costs equaling no more
than '$300 a month. In St. Louis,
almoast 90 percent of poor renters
pay at lesst that much each moénth,
the Census Buresu says.

a
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HOUSING CRUNCH: An unprecedented lack of affordable housing
forcing many poor families to spend at least half their incomes on re
according to a study by the Center on Budget and Policy Prioriti
which based its report on 1993 Census Bureau data. The center s:
there were 11.2 million low-income renters in 1993 but just 6.5 milli
low-rent wnits, including subsidized housing, resulting in a shortage
4.7 million homes or apartments, the widest gap on record. In 1993, t
study’s findings suggest, four out of five poor renters paid more than

of their income for housing, and three out of five, or 4.1 millk

STOCKS RALLY: Renewed fervor for techno
‘1!..!! gy stocks and a rebound in the bond market y:
A BN terday enabled Wall Street to repair much of t
damage done in last week’s sell-off. The NASD:
National Market, where numerous technology
sues are listed, was the star performer of the s
sion. Its composite index climbed 16.80 to 978.
recouping a substantial portion of the loss suff
MARKETS ed last week when investors shunned comput
software, semiconductor and related issues. 1
buying enthusiasm extended to blue chips. 1
Dow Jones industrial average rose 27.12 to 4,668.67. Gainers outpac
losers by about 7 to 4 on the Big Board. Volume on amounted to S1$
million shares compared with to 425.10 million Friday.

B-N LAYOFFS: Burlington Northern Inc. will eliminate 500 mana
ment jobs through firings and attrition and take a $100 million charge

" the third quarter, Chairman and Chief Executive Gerald Grinstein s

yesterday. The job cuts, to be completed by June 1996, will save abr
$50 million by next year and come after a broad study of the F

Worth, Texas-based railroad’s staffing. The railroad said the action ic

related to its $4 billion acquisition of Santa Fe Pacific Corp., which ¥
final goverument approval last Thursday. The new company will be !
largest railroad in the U.S. with 23,000 miles of track in every st:

| west of the Mississippi River.

BANK MERGER OFF: Banc One Corp. yesterday withdrew its offer

" buy Bank of Boston Corp. for $45 a share, or about §5 billion, followin

failed attempt by the Boston bank to craft a merger with Coresta
Financial Corp. But Banc One, based in Columbus, Ohio, left the d:

d opentofurthertalksvﬁthBankofBoston.sayinxitwantxtoe:pandi:
- NewEngland.BankoIBwtonandCommmmtedthdrma
- discussions Saturday after {ailing to come up with a plan to merge tk
s banh.CamwuhadreportedlyoffendFridaytoacq:ﬁretheBos

bank for $4.2 billion, or $38 2 share, below the bank’s closing pr

. Thursday of 41.875. :
. N0 COMMERCIALS: Owners of videocassette recorders finally ¢

take their thumbs off the fast-forward button: two new VCR models

: tbe!aﬂﬂneupfmmﬁCA,dueinstamnutmuth.wﬂltmmﬁmlly
- through commercials when playing back 2 taped broadcast. The t
" rmodels represent the first time a VCR has offered a built-in capacity

mmu.mvcmmxmmmtmw

" but know when to fast-forward through advertising. TV viewers %
. don’t want to replace their existing VCRs will be able to buy an add
* device called “Commercial Brake” from Arista Technologies Inc. .
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August 15, 1995

Alexis Eerman

Assistant to the President
Director of Public Liaison
The White House
Washingten, D.C. 20500

Dear Ms. Herman:

On behalf of the National Alliance to End Homeleasness, the
National Housing Law Project, the National Low Income Housing
Coalition and ACORN, let me thank you again for meeting with
our delegation on Thursday. OQur organizations felt the
meeting was very productive and a good start for the work
ahead. We especially appreciate your offer to coordinate
meetings with the White House Chief of Staff, Director Rivlin
and ourselves concerning the impending HUD budget crisis.

As you requested, I am attaching a summary of the top three
issues that we believe must be corrected in the FY 1996 HUD
budget. These three Republican proposals -- severe cuts to
homeless programs, rent increases in public housing, and the
elimination of all new rental vouchers -- offer the White
House a compelling example of how Congress intends to slash
assistance to lower income Americang to pay for tax breaks
for the wealthy.

After our meeting last week, we also met with Andy Hernandez
of the DNC. Mr. Hernandez mentioned that the White House
regularly convenes conference calls with Hispanic leaders in
order to keep them informed about current issues and
politics. We feel that two or three conference calls placed
by the White House to leaders in the grassroots housing
community would significantly help shore up support for 1996.
If possible, we would like to work with your office and the
DNC to organize these conference calls to housing leaders.

Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now

0 Organizing & Support Center: 1024 Elysian Fields Avenus, New Orleans, Louisiana 70117 « 504-943-0044 - FAX 504-344-7078
0 Home Office: 523 West 15th Streat, Litie Rock, Arkansas 72202 + 501-376-7151
QO National Office (DC): 739 8th Street S E., Washington, D.C. 20003 + 202-547-2500 « FAX 202-545-2483
0 National Office (NY): B45 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11228 « 718-693-6700 - FAX 718-693-3367
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Thank you again for meeting with our group. We look forward
to continuing our work together on behalf of the people who
need the assistance of our nation's housing and community

development programs.

Sincerely,
M\-_>\ U

ry Jone
Legislative Director

¢e:  Choco Meza
Andy Hernandez
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August 15, 1995

MEMORANDUM FOR: Alexis Herman, The White House

FROM: Jerry Jones, ACORN
Bob Adams, National Low Income Housing Coalition
Nancy Bernstine, National Housing Law Project
Nan Roman, National Alljiance to End Homelessness

SUBJECT: Top Three Issues for FY 96 HUD Budget

1. Rent Increases in Public Housing

Contact: Nancy Bernstine (202-783-5140)
David Bryson (510-251-9400)
National Housing Law Project

Rackaround on public houging rents

Since 1969, federal law -- known as the Brooke Amendment, for
its sponsor, Senator Brooke (R-MA) =-- has made public and
other subsidized housing affordable to poor people by
limiting rents to a percentage of their incomes. The
percentages have changed over time, as have the details on
calculating income and deductions, but the bedrock principle
has remained the same -- rents are tied to income so that
tenants will only be charged amounts they are able to pay and
no one will be evicted because they are too poor. Now, with
the drastic funding cuts for federal hcusing assistance
programs, members of Congress propose to abandon that bedrock
principle, repeal the Brooke Amendment, raise the tenants'
rents to make up for the federal funds rhey are taking away,
and allow the public housing authoritiez tc charge tenants
whatever they wish. The repeal of the Brooke Amendment will
lead inexorably to evictions for those currently housed and
denial of housing assistance for the poorest applicants on
the waiting lists.

Message on rent hikes

. No one can defend raising rents on the poorest Americans
to provide tax relief for the wealthy or tc reduce the
federal deficit.

v Affordable public housing is the only safety net that
stands between low inccome people and homelessness.
Repealing the Brooke Amendment will make millions of
poor Americans too poor for public housing.

. Affordable rents for decent housing make it possible
for low income people to move from lives of dependency
to social and economic self-sufficiency.

P.24
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2. S8evere Cuts to Homeless Programs

Contact: Nan Roman (202-638-1526)
National Alliance to End Homelessness

How voters see homelesspess

Homelessness is a problem that the American people want
solved. Whether from compassion for their fellow man,
because they think people begging and sleeping on the streets
is bad for business, or because they are just plain offended
at having to step over homeless people every day, voters want
something done about it. To many ordinary Americans,
homelessness is a visible symbol of what they see as the
deterioration of civil society.

r . ' i ey -

The Administration has made homelessness a prominent issue
within HUD, where it is Secretary Cisnercs' number one
priority, and funds have been substantially increased to deal
with the problem. However, most other agencies have reduced
their focus on homelessness during the Clinton
Administration.

The Republi ; c o homelescn

Homeless programs are run almost entirely by nonprofit
organizations leveraging federal and other funds with private
sector resources, combined with an enormous volunteer

force -- the very things that the Republicans say they
suppert. However, the Republicans have not been kind to
homeless people. At HUD, the House of Representatives has
voted to reduce spending on homelessness by 40 percent.
Funding to educate homeless children has been reduced by 24
percent. Republicans have completely eliminated programs to
educate homeless adults, as well as programs for homeless
individuals with mental illnesses. All of these reductions
come at a time of transition when the total upheaval of the
social welfare programs for the poor is sure to result in
greater homelessness, if only from people falling through the
cracks during the transitcion.

Message on homelessness

. They've gone too far in taking from those with
nothing -- the homeless =-- to give to the wealthy.

. We're geing to pay for homelessness one way oOr
another -- either through the nonprofit shelter and

housing system, or through the much more expensive
system of emergency rooms, jails and prisons, hospitals
and mental institutions.
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. The elimination of the social safety net is a deadly
threat to thousands of Americans who live only one
paycheck, one illness, one lay-off away from
homelessness.

. Homelessness is now being dealt with by nonprofic
organizations, many of which are faith-based, that use
their federal partner to leverage enormous volunteer and
private sector resources. The Republicans want to
increase the level of bureaucracy by turning this over
to the state and local governments.

. No American wants to see our streets flooded with
homeless people -- and yet the Republicans have attacked
the faith-based and nonprofit organizations that keep
the homeless off the streets.

. The American people want something done about
homelessness. Republicans just don't seem to recognize
that.

. Homeless pecple are getting back on their feet esvery

day. The Republicans want to pull the rug out from
under them.

. what do the Republicans propose to do about homeless
children -- set up poor houses?

3. Elimination of All New Section 8 Assistance

Contact: Rob Adams (202-662-1530)
National Low Income Housing Coalition

| ; ection 8 in ] il

Since 1974, one of the basic tenets of federal housing policy
has been to modestly increase the number of families who
receive housing assistance each year. There are currently
more than two and a half million families on waiting lists
for housing assistance nationally. There are over six
million families who have "worst case® housing needs (pay
more than 50 percent of their income for rent or live in
substandard housing). The House of Representatives passed a
HUD appropriationg bill that ends all incremental assistance,

We believe Congress must provide FY 1996 funding for 50,000
incremental Section 8 certificates and vouchers. This
assistance should be targeted to those who are most in
need -- especially homeless families and those being

displaced.
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Don't abandon those who have been waiting for our help
for years.

More than half of those on waiting lists are children.

This is barely more than a 1 percent increagse in the
total number of those receiving housing assistance.

This funding will prevent thousands of families from
living in shelters or on the street.

This funding strengthens the private sector housing
market by bringing in families that would otherwise be
priced out.

Without adequate housing, a family's stability and
progress in education, employment, and health care are
almost impossible.

P.Gv
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National
Low Income Housing Coalition

1012 14th Street, NW, #1200, Washington, DC 20005 e 202/662-1530 e 202/393-1973 (fax)

Karen V. Hill, Chair
i Robert J. Adams, President

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20500
September, 1995

Dear President Clinton,

We oppose Congress' deep cuts to the fiscal year 1996 low-income housing budget. If
Congress' proposed cuts to the HUD-VA-IA Appropriations Subcommittee were shared
equally across the Subcommittee's agencies and not targeted disproportionately at HUD,
HUD's funding would increase an estimated $2.5 billion. In the interest of the millions of
low income and homeless families and individuals that need housing assistance, we therefore
urge you to veto Congress' Fiscal Year (FY) 1996 VA-HUD-IA appropriations bill. Further,
we hope that in your subsequent negotiations with Congress, you will make housing a top

priority and sign a bill that reduces these inequitable housing cuts and restores housing
funding.

Like community service, affordable housing helps to stabilize and strengthen healthy
families, safe neighborhoods, and livable communities. We hope you will move our nation
one step closer to achieving a safe, decent, affordable home for all Americans.

Sincerely,

{The undersigned organizations}
List in formation
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CALIFORNIA

BERKLEY
Oakland Suppt Svcs

BRAWLEY
Imperial Valley Hsouing Authority

CARMICHAEL
Renee Franken & Associates

CITRUS HEIGHTS
Laurin Associates

DAVIS
Community Hsg Oppties Corp

EL CERITO
West Contra Costa Conservatn

FRESNO
Housing Authority of Fresno County
Housing Authority of the City of Fresno

GILROY
South County Housing

INDIO
Coachella Valley Hsg Coalition

LOS ANGELES
Beyond Shelter
Esperanza Cmty Hsg Corp

NAPA
Housing Association for NAPA Development

NEVADA CITY
Nevada County Housing and Community Services

OAKLAND
East Bay Hsg Organizations
National Housing Law Project



QUINCY
Plumas County Community Development Commission

RANCHO CORDOVA
Mercy Charities Housing CA

RIVERSIDE

Consumer Credit Counseling Service of Inland Empire
Fair Housing Council of Riverside County, Inc.

SACREMENTO

Calif. Rural Legal Assistance

California Coalition for Rural Housing

California Church Impact

Califronia Housing Authorities Association

Califronia Association of Local Housing Finance Agencies
Sacramento Mutual Hsg Assoc

SAN FRANSISCO
San Francisco Neighborhood Legal Assistance

The Housing Committee
Devine & Gary, Inc.

SAN LUIS OBISPO

C-Court, Inc.

Peoples Self-Help Housing Corp
South Bay Improvement Assoc.

SANTA CRUZ

Cabrillo Economic Development Corp
Cmty Action Brd/Santa Cruz Cty
SATICOY

SANTA ROSA
Burbank Housing Development Corporation

WOODLAND
Legal Svcs of No Cal Yolo Ofc

WATSONVILLE
Pajaro Valley Housing Corporation
TECHO, Inc.

WOODLAND
Yolo Housing Alliance



COLORADO
BOULDER

COLORADO SPRINGS
Independence Ctr

COMMERCE CITY
Alternatives to Famly Violence

DENVER

CO Coalition for the Homeless
Enterprise Foundation
Volunteers of America

Women's Bean Project
AFDC Coalition

FORT COLLINS
The Resource Assistance Ctr.
Martin Luther Homes

GREELY

Catholic Charities Northern
Northern CO Social Legislative N/W
Weld Info. & Referral Sve.

MONTROSE
Montrose Resource Center
The Center for Mental Health

PUEBLO
Posada

CONNECTICUT

COVENTRY
State Rep. Patrick Flaherty, Co-Chair of the Select Committee on Housing

HARTFORD
Connecticut Conference_of the United Church of Christ

NEW HAVEN
Christian Community Action

NORWALK
Smith House Residence
Stamford Community Housing Coalition



POMFRET
State Rep. Jefferson Davis, Co-Chair of the Planning and Development Committee

FLORIDA

TALAHASEE
Florida Hsg Coalition

GEORGIA

ATLANTA

Atlanta Task Force for the Homless

Georgia Coalition to End Homelessness

Aid Atlanta

The Sullivan Center

Traveler's Aid of Metro Atlanta, Inc.

Empty the Shelters

Atlanta Union of the Homeless

Project Connect of Jewish Family Services
Fulton County Department of Human Services

AUGUSTA
Augusta Task Force for the Homeless

COLUMBUS

Columbis Task Force for the Homeless
Chattahoochee Valley Episcopal Ministry
Columbus Alliance for Battered Women
Goodwill Industries of the Chattahoochee Valley

CLARKESVILLE
Habersham Resource Coalition

VALDOSTA
Lowndes Associated Ministries to People, Inc.
South Georgia Coalition to End Homelessness

New Horizons Development Center
Lowndes Drug Action Council

HAWAII















Epiphany House

MARLBORO
Monmouth & Ocean, NAACP President

MILLBURN

American Jewish Committee

MORRISTOWN
AIDS Residence Coalition of Morris County

NEWARK

La Casa de Don Pedro, Inc.

Newark Emergency Services for Families, Inc.
Catholic Community Services Housing Corp.
Metropolitan Ecumenical Ministry

HUD Tenants Coalition

Aspen River Park Tenants Assoc.

Corinthian Housing Development Corp.

NORTH BRUNSWICK
NJ Association of Community Providers

PATERSON
St. PAul's Community Development Corp.
Paterson Coalition for Housing

PRINCETON
Plainsboro Non-Profit Housing Corp.
Kinsey & Hand

RAHWAY
Concerned Citizens of Union County

TRENTON

CAPEDA of NJ

NJ Association of Mental Health Agencies
New Jersey Community Loan

Lutheran Office Governmental Ministry
NJ Assocaition on Corrections

UNION
The Slavation Army



NORTH CAROLINA

ASHEVILLE
Consumer Credit Counseling Services of WNC, Inc.

BEAUFORT
Carteret Community Action

BURLINGTON
Burlington Housing Authority

CARRBORO
Orange Cmty Hsg Corp

CHARLOTTE
Charlotte Housing Authority
Low Income HDC

CONCORD
Cabarius County CDC

DURHAM
Durham Affordable Hsg Coalition

GREENSBORO
Housing and Cmty Development

JACKSONVILLE
Jacksonville's Cmty Dev Dept

MORGANTOWN
Blue Ridge Cmty Action, Inc.

RALEIGH
CASA

Downtown Hsg Improvement
Mental Health Assoc in NC

STATESVILLE

WASHINGTON
Metro Low Income Hsg & CDC, Inc.

WILMINGTION
New Hanover Cnty Planning Dept



NEW HAMPSHIRE

CONCORD
NH Coalition for the Homeless

LEBANON

Headrest

NEW YORK

ALBANY

NY State Coal/Homeless
SENSES

NEW YORK

Calvert Associates
PR Legal Defense & Ed Fund

OHIO

ATHENS
Corp. for Ohio Appalachian Development

CLEVELAND
Transitional Housing, Inc.

COLUMBUS

COHHIO

Natl Affordable Hsg Trust
Ohio Hunger Task Force

EAST CLEVELAND
Page-Wvniore Properties
OREGON

PORTLAND
Central City Concern

SALEM
Oregon Shelter Network



























