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Dr. Skocpol's monograph was developed from a speech given at the 
Wingspread Center in Racine, Wisconsin at a conference entitled 
"Building a Constituency for Children: Community and National 
Strategies." One of the crucial points it makes is that successful 
movements throughout American history have had several 
common characteristics, including a broad-based grassroots 
constituency.
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We are pleased to send you Lessons from History: Building a 
Movement for America's Children as well as findings from a recent 
public opinion research survey commissioned by The Children's 
Partnership and other national organizations. This monograph by 
Dr. Theda Skocpol is part of a series "Next Generation Publications," 
that are published by The Children's Partnership to help inform and 
inspire leaders for children.

We are including a summary of the public opinion research, 
undertaken in December 1996, because it provides provocative new 
information on the emerging constituency for children and how it 
relates to a children's agenda.
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1. Perhaps as never before, children's issues were among the top 
priorities for individuals voting in the Presidential election.
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• 45 percent of voters reported that children's issues are more important to them now
than they have been in the past.

Jack Sansolo 

Point A Conaulling

Lisbeth B Schorr 

Harvard Pro/ect on 

CHectiue Service*

Richard Atlas

Goiaman. Sach* f Co

Susan Nall Bales 

Coalition (cr Amenca *

Children the Renton 

fcunaaticn

• Children's issues ranked first among a list of key concerns impacting voter support 
for candidates - above the usually highly valued issues of Medicare and Social 
Security. The additional children's issues of education and crime and violence 
received top ranking from 48 percent of voters.
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• More than eight out of ten voters identified children's issues specifically as being 
important in their 1996 voting decision.
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HOW AMERICAN VOTERS VIEW CHILDREN'S ISSUES
Key Findings From a National Poll

The Children's Background: In December 1996 a national poll was undertaken to probe the role 
children's issues played in the 1996 Presidential election. Conducted by the bi­
partisan team of Lake Research and the Tarrance Group, the poll surveyed 800 
registered representative voters of the 1996 election. The poll was commissioned by 
The Children's Partnership along with the American Academy of Pediatrics, the 
Coalition for America's Children, KidsCampaigns, the National Association of 
Children's Hospitals and Related Institutions and the National PTA.
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2. While there remains a core constituency for children, support for 
children's issues extends beyond gender, partisan, economic and 
ethnic lines.

• Across the board, Americans reported that children's issues were an important part 
of their voting decision, with at least two-thirds of every demographic subgroup 
ranking children's issues an "8" or above on a 10 point scale.

• Nearly two-thirds of voters believe government should play a large role in solving 
the problems facing children.

• In addition, a core group of individuals (34 percent) - homemakers, college- 
educated women. Democrats, African Americans and parents - claimed they 
would unlikely support a candidate who disagreed with them on children's issues.

3. Unlike other issues, voters want government to play a large role in 
solving the problems facing children -- and are willing to put money 
towards it.
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• A strong majority of voters (56 percent) would favor proposals for children and 
families, even if they increased the deficit - while an even bigger majority (65 
percent) would favor the proposals if they would only result in slowing down 
deficit reduction. In addition, 62 percent of voters would oppose a balanced 
budget amendment if it would require cuts in children's programs.
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• Nine out of 10 voters reported that they will be watching the next Congress' performance on 
children's issues.

• 76 percent of voters said that they would be more likely to vote for a candidate who supported
increased spending for children's programs - up from 63 percent in 1993.

• Voters support a broad range of education reforms but most center around parental involvement 
- with 94 percent of voters believing that progress on the educational front will only come with 
greater parental involvement.

5. The issue of education receives the strongest support - and from the largest 
number of voters - as the best way to better the future for all children and 
solve the economic and values problems facing society.

• Voters also favor a number of educational proposals including unpaid leave for families to 
attend parent-teacher conferences or doctors' appointments, setting a ceiling on the number of 
students in classes, increased government spending on public education, physical upkeep of 
schools and investment in technology.

• Most people do not think children have a problem getting adequate health care coverage - with 
only 8 percent viewing children as in jeopardy. Instead voters think unemployed adults (31 
percent), seniors (28 percent) and working parents with children (20 percent) are the groups 
having problems getting health care coverage.

• Once presented with the facts, however, voters support a range of health care reforms for 
children including a Medicare-like system to cover all children (18 percent), tax breaks for 
parents (15 percent), requiring insurance companies to offer low-cost children-only policies 
(14 percent), tax incentives for employers to provide health care (14 percent) and government 
vouchers for low-income families (12 percent).

• When education is included as a children's issue it brings in support from across party lines — 
with Republican women ranking it highly.

6. Although voters think of health care as a "family" problem, not as a children's 
problem, they recognize the importance of comprehensive health coverage for 
children and support reforms for attaining it.

4. Although voters want politicians to be accountable for enacting a children's 
agenda, many still do not have the information needed to judge their 
representatives' actions.

• Voters would favor proposals for children even if they increase taxes - with 62 percent saying 
they would support children's issues even if it raised their taxes $100 a year.

• However, 58 percent of voters remain unsure whether their member of Congress has 
supported or opposed increased spending for children's programs. Voters want more 
information on children's issues from sources they trust including teachers, church leaders, 
local PTA members and national child advocates.

The full report of the national poll findings, entitled "Great Expectations: How 
American Voters View Children's Issues," can be obtained for $10 per copy by 

contacting the Coalition for America's Children at (202) 638-5771.
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